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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tuesday, 6th September, 1927. 


The As S'met. in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
III]'. President Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Communal Disturbances. 

876. "Mr. (ran Prasad Singh : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the niof Indians killed and the loss of property on account of 
the last year’saunal disturbances in India 1 

(5) Will -nment be pleased to state the 1 amount spent from the 
Government Iry for the suppression of communal disturbances ? 

(c) Will •nment. be pleased to state what measures they propose 
to adopt to stose communal disturbances in India in future ? 

The Hono; Mr. J. Crerar : (a) The number of persons reported 
1o have been kin the communal disturbances since the 1st September 
192G is 99. Sics of loss of property are not available. 

(b) The eliture falls on Local Governments, and the Govern¬ 
ment. of India Ino information. 

_ (c) I woufer the Honourable Member to the answer on this 
subject given b. predecessor to Mr. Harchandrai Yishindas’ question 
of the 18th AugL926. 

Mr. Narayrasad Singh : Will the Honourable Member give the 
answer in Hincni so that I may understand the answer and put 
supplementary dons, if necessary V 

The Honoui Mr. J. Crerar : Am I to understand, Sir, that the 
Honourable Menwants me to read the reply in Hindustani i I think. 
Sir. I should preo communicate the answer in writing to the Honour¬ 
able Member. 

Mr. Gaya PU Singh : ( Now he is deprived of the right of putting 
supplementary qions, because he cannot understand the answer given 
in English. ( 

The Honourt Mr. J. Crerar : I think I must aSk the Honourable 
Member to put d his question in writing and I will answer it to the 
host of my ability 

' • Mr. Gaya Prl Singh : It is the right of evqry Member to expect 
Government’s an? to be intelligible to him. 

Mr. A. Rangami Iyengar : On a point of procedure, Sir. I think, 
according to the 4 of procedure of this House, it is permissible for a 
Member of this He, if he does not know English, to nse his own 
t« ( 3979 ) 



3930 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


m 


'1927. 


to that, 
use the 
is per- . 


vernacular and I think in using his vernacular, he has gipght to 
expect an answer in the language which he understands. 

Mr. A. R. Dalai ; I have got a question put by U. Tc j Am 
to understand that I have to answer him in Burmese ? 

Mr. A. Itangaswami Iyengar r I may say at once in 
that the rule is if a Member is acquainted with English, , 

English language, and if lie is hot acquainted with EngL ■*» 
milted and lie is entitled to use his own vernacular and lititled to 
expect an answer in his own vernacular. 

Mr. President : Will the Honourable Member citjstanding 
Order that he is referring to ? 

Diwan Chaman La-11 : May I aslc, Sir, whether the o question 
was put in English or the vernacular. (An llonoui Member : 
‘‘ English.”) Is it not therefore to be presumed that honourable 
Member who put his question in English knew the vernac 

Mi-. Gaya Prasad Singh : The question of Mr. Narayjsad Singh 
was put in the vernacular, and it is only the English trfon that is 
before the House. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Is notlonoui-able 

Onou/wi+i+l nd ____ • _ . • -i i i \ 


. --X-*!**V 1 CV • iO J. 

Mr. Orerar entitled to answer in his own vernacular 

, . Mr - A - Eangaswami Iyengar : I refer to Rule 14 of 
iative Rules which says : , 

rj l ' C ., bus i uess o£ the ludian Legislature shall be tiausact 
viUed that the President may permit any Member unacquainted nut 
the Council in a vernacular ” 


ighter). 
dian Legis- 

Englisli, pro- 
fish to address 


Diwan Chaman Lall : May I suggest, Sir, that tlwer to this 
stion may be postponed till to-innmutr m +ba+ think over 


, • -* —— x' — o “j . biiai 

question may be postponed till to-morrow, so that w 
this question in the meanwhile. 

Mr. President : Rule 14 says : 

The business of tlie Indian Legislature shall be, transacted Jjlish 

—Honourable Members know that it is transacted in fh- 

to addro-fth^^sse £ res i dent mn y permit any Member unacquJ with 
t «re,s the Assembly m a vernacular language.” 1 1 


English 


_ - - . I , 

This applies to the general rules of procedure, thatp the speeches 

le Jii rhis Hniioo tt_ ’ j . 


”' d de t i" “ s «>, Honourable* Memierdoes 

i Chan is satisfied that lie cannot fluently s 

lular 1 ^ g Eut h this th i e Chair might P ermit him to speak 
answerin V S d ° CS not a PP 1 T to the putting of jcious auu cut; 

answering of questions.’ ^ ™ °” y °“ se >*i'tainly dop >PP*S to the 

thinlMio A pr ^w“™ f l yen f r : M»y.I yy a tvor 
and the "ivino- n f .^ S . . * le -Assembly include the jJng or questions 
much speeches as ihnZ^’ ? nd th ® .^P eec hes made Questions are as 
means saving that the TT made an<i motionWithout by any 

his answer only in Home Membf bound t 0 -give 

does not understand Pnofl at 1S onl T fair thafien a questioner 
uerstanq English, the answer should befnslated into the 


jknow English 
the English 
[is own verna- 
ions and the 


this point. I 
ig of questions 
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vernacular for .the benefit of the Member putting the question in order 
to enable him to put supplementary questions. It is only fair that the 
answer 'which the Home Member gives should be translated and sent 
to the questioner in advance so that he may put supplementary questions. 

Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy : Will it not be possible to have an interpreter 
in the Assembly for interpreting English questions into the vernacular 
and vernacular answers into English. . They have interpreters in the 
.Punjab Legislative Council. 

Mr. President i What the Honourable Member for Madras suggests 
is that translations of the replies should__be supplied, in advance to the 
Honourable Member who puts the question, so that he may be ready, 
if need be, to put supplementary questions. That is a suggestion which 
the Chair c will take into consideration in consultation with the Honourable 
the none Member, and on some future occasion will state what the 
procedure in such cases should be. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : What about the answer to this particular 
question ? , 

Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : I beg to ask a supplementary question, 
that the reply to supplementary questions also may be in Hindustani, 

Defence of India. 

877. :!; Diwan Chaman Lall : (a) Has the attention of the Government 
been ( drawn to an article by the Military Correspondent of the London 
Daily Telegraph, dated July 1st, 1927, regarding the defence of India ? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to state whether any friction 
has arisen between the authorities in Great Britain and in India, in regard 
to the questions of defence or questions relating to the formation of an 
Expeditionary Force ? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to lay papers connected with the 
correspondence that has passed between Whitehall and Simla or Delhi in 
this connection on the table ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) and (c). No, Sir. r 

Diwan Shaman Lall :'Does it mean that there is a consensus of 
.opinion between Whitehall and the Government of India in regard to 
this matter ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : Which, matter 1 

Diwan Chaman Lall : The matter referred to in part (a) of the 
question. 

Mr. G. M. Young : The matter in that article, from the point of view 
of the Government, does not exist. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : May I ask the Honourable Member whether 
his attention has been drawn to the fact that, English newspapers have 
commented upon the dissension that has arisen between Whitehall and 
Simla in regard to military defence. 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am aware that dissensions have been men¬ 
tioned ; hut, as I have already stated, those dissensions do not exist. 
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Diwan Ohaman tall : May I take it that the Government of India 
have agreed to the proposals of the British Government ? 

Mi’. G. M. Young : The Honourable Member assumes that the British 
Government have made proposals 'which, in fact, as I have already stated, 
they have not made. 

Diwan Ohaman Lall : Will the Honourable Member inform the 
House whether any proposals were made ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The}' are non-existent. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : I take it that the article that appeared in the 
Daily Telegraph is absolutely incorrect. 

. t 

Mr. G. M. Young : It is entirely without foundation. 

Fumigation op American Cotton. 

878. --'-Mr. E. F. Sykes : ( a ) Have Government considered whether 
the remission of charges for fumigation of American cotton will act as a 
bounty on its importation, and considered the question of giving a 
countervailing bonus to producers of Indian cotton ? 

(h) Is it a fad that Government is considering the recom¬ 
mendation of the Cotton Industry Tariff Board that the Central Revenues 
should bear the cost of fumigating imported American cotton ? If so, are 
Government prepared also to consider the advisability of negotiating 
with the Government of the United States in order to obtain similar action 
on the part of America and a consequent reduction in the import charges 
■on Indian cotton imported into the United States ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The suggestions contained in the 
Honourable Member’s question will be considered. 

Issue op Instructions by the Education Department regarding the 
Supply of Information to the Press. 

879. *TT. Tok Kyi : (a) Is it a fact that the Education Department 
of the Government of India has issued instructions that no information 
is to be given separately to any newspaper except to the “ Associated 
Press”? 

(h) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons why ? 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

State Management of the Burma Railways. 

880. "U. Tok Kyi : (a) Is it not a fact that the existing contract 
between the Government and the Burma Railwav Company will expire 
on the 31st December 1928 ? 

r> \ ^ s , 0 ’ the Government be jmepared to take the Burma 

railway back from the Company and run it themselves ? 

• . ^ ^ Tc t J 1( L Government aware that the Burma Legislative Council 
m m favour of State management ? 
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Mr, A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The Secretary of State has given the; 
Burma Railways Company notice of the termination of the existing 
contract between him and the Companj’- bn the 31st December, 1928. 

* r 

[b) The question is under consideration. ' 

{c) Yes. 

Employment oe Unpassed Men in the G o v ernm ento f India Offices. 

881. *Mr. Siddheswar Sinha : (a) "Will the Government he pleased 
to state if there are employees in the Government of India who have not 
passed the .Public Service Commission examination ? If the answer be 
in the affirmative, will the Government be pleased to state (i) the reasons 
of such employment, and (ii) the number thereof ? 

{!>) Is it a fact that in the Finance Department of the Government of 
India (including the Military Finance) unpassed men are being made per¬ 
manent in preference to graduate passed men % If so, will the Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to give reasons for it ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The information, is ..being collected 
and will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Filling up of Vacancies in the Government of India Offices. 

882. *Mr. Siddheswar Sinha : Will the Government he pleased to 
state if priority in examination is a material consideration in filling up 
permanent vacancies 1 Is it a fact that men passing the Board’s 
examinations later than 1920 were given preference to those who passed 
in 1920 ? If so, why 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Grerar : So far as departmental candidates 
are concerned, promotions to permanent vacancies are not entirely 
dependent on the date of passing the examination but are regulated also 
by such considerations as merit and capacity. 

In the ease of outside candidates, nominations for permanent 
vacancies are invariably made according to the seniority of candidates 
on the \\ aiting list maintained by the Public Service Commission, unless 
il is desired to recruit a member of a minority community. 

Mr. Siddheswar Sinha : Is not examination a te-V of merit ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : No doubt examination is a test of 
merit but there are other tests. 

Discontent among Railway Officers consequent on the Introduction 

of the Divisional Scheme. 

883. r ' Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. G-idney : Are the Government of India 
aware that since the introduction of the Divisional Scheme, a considerable 
measure of distrust and discontent prevails among most railway officers 
with the single and significant exception of the Royal Engineer Officers 
who are attached to Railways ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The reply is in the negative 
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Employment op Royal Engineer Officers n Administrative Appoint¬ 
ments on State Railways. 

884. ’’-Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will tlie Government be 
pleased to state whether or not, the wide utilisation of the services of 
Royal Engineer officers in administrative appointments on Indian State 
Railways,*is an answer to the Indianisation of those Railways ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Royal Engineer officers appointed to the 
Railways are treated as having been recruited in England, and the 
appointment of such officers does not affect the question of Indianisa- 
lion. 

Number op Royal Engineer Officers employed on State Railways. 

885. 51 Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : ( a ) Will the Government be 
pleased to state the number of Royal Engineer Officers employed on 
Indian State Railways giving the nature of each such appointment ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the salaries of such Royal Engineer Officers 
are debited to Indian revenues ? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The information may be obtained from 
the Railway Board’s Classified List, a copy of which is in the Library. 

(b) Fes. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : I notice the answer to part (b) of 
the question is ‘Yes’’. Can the Honourable Member give the reason 

Why ” it is “ Yes ” ? 

„ \ *■*. Parsons*. My answer to the oilgmal question was 

. , s • " lc reason why their salaries are debited to Indian revenues 

is that they are employed for the benefit of India. 

at nil^Sn**^ 0 * 0116 * ^ ^ ^ Gidney : That does not answer my question 


Employment or Royal Engineer Officers on State Railways. 

, Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : (a) Are Royal Engineer 
officer borne on the permanent cadres of State Railway Services ? 

that it* T n Vf f Wa - r ’ Particularly, out of India, is it intended 

at such ofnceis should continue to be employed on Indian Railways ? 

Government h c pleased to say how many Royal Engineer 

JSS ® ta *f ta 19U, andtow many'wSe 

eurrenev of the Ore^t tllc declaration of and during the 

nc - 01 tile Great War and m what capacities ? 

Mr. A A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

event^cf war! ° mccr% 316 liable t0 be recalled to military duty in the 

0 £ these, 47 were^reeillp^*^ ®^®i n eer officers in railway employ, 

offices r-fained on lt^K d mihtar ^ du1 Y m the last Great War. Tlie 

as Agent, Traffic Manager, 
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Lieut.-Colonel H.'A. J. Gidney : Arising out of the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s answer, will be please state whether it proves or disproves that the 
entertainment of Royal Engineer officers on Indian Railways neither is 
a necessity nor correct ? 

Mr. A. A L. Parsons : I am afraid I am not prepared to give an 
answer offhand. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : May I ask the Honourable Member what are 
the duties of Royal Engineer officers employed on the Railways ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : They are employed in a good many engineer¬ 
ing posts, occasionally as Divisional Superintendents, sometimes as 
Agent«, Gcveminent Inspectors of Railways, and so on. They form part 
of our engineering cadre. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Cannot indigenous talent he employed for 
that purpose ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : As I have explained the Royal Engineer 
officers are considered as part of our European recruitment. They come 
into* the 25 per cent, of European recruitment agreed upon. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : The object in employing these Royal Engineer 
officers is not the service they render to the Railways hut extraneous con¬ 
siderations enter into their employment ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I should not he prepared to make quite so 
definite a statement. It is not easy to get a sufficient number of com¬ 
petent engineering officers and I should not like to say that we employ 
them in peace time purely as a war reserve. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Has any attempt been made to recruit local 
officers ro replace them ? The Honourable Member says it is not quite 
so easy, but has any attempt been made ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Does the Honourable Member mean Indian 
officers V 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Yes. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : We take Indian officers when we can recruit 
them locally up to the 75 per cent, limit. As I have explained, the 
Royal Engineer officers do not come against Indian recruitment at all. 
.They come against the 25 per cent, of European recruitment. 

Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy : May I ask whether it is the practice in 
England to employ Royal Engineer officers on the railways ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am afraid I must ask for notice. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will the Honourable Member kindly 
tell me whether the employment on Indian Railways of Royal Engirleer 
officers is similar in policy to the employment of I. M. S. officers in the 
Civil Medical Service—in other words, a war reserve ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : As I have-just explained in reply to Sir Hari 
Singh Gour, I am not prepared to say without qualification that we 
employ them purely as a war reserve. I should have to look much more 
carefully into the matter than I have done at present. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Another question. Sir. Does 
Indianisation of the Railways, in so far as it refers to the 25 per cent. 
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of European recruitment refer to and include the employment of purely 
Military Royal Engineer officers as is being done to-day or should this 
percentage he entirely recruited from engineers outside the Army ¥ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am afraid I do not understand the Honour¬ 
able Member’s question. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Is it right that in the entertain¬ 
ment of 25 per cent, of European railway engineers, as ordain'ed by the 
Lee Commission, military engineers should he included, because Royal 
Engineer officers are military officers ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Lee Commission’s recommendation, to 
the exact terms of which I should like to refer the Honourable Member, 
applies to the number of engineers, whether they are military or civil, 
to be taken in by the Railways. The effect of that recommendation is 
that we have bound ourselves to recruit as quickly as possible up to 75 
per cent, of Indians for vacancies in the Railway Departments as a whole. 
If we take Royal Engineer officers into the Railways they count against 
the balanee of 25 per cent. English recruitment. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Is not that a deviation from the policy of com¬ 
mercialising the Railways ? 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : May I ask another supplementary 
question, Sir 1 J 

Mr. President : Will the Honourable Member pass on to the next 
question ■ 


Employment of Royal Engineer Officers on State Railways. 

2 "nffl° nel H ' A - J - G i dne y : Is the practice of employing 
iSSF ? fficers in posts other than those of Agents, peculiar to 
State Railways alone, and if so, why ? s F 

C ~»ala ge d Railways 

en.pffivudln^^TrS! 11 !? 1111 '! 11 ** + May * ask Royal Engineers are 
Royal Engineers are also s^eSployed'f 6ngineerS 0thers lka » 

part ^ PanditffirdavNath tv ^ ” 0t sur ®. of tlle answer to the second 
other than Rovd t£T ■ th Kunzru s question, but I think that engineers 
and in Xr depaSSTS ar V ccasionaU y ployed as traffic officeS 
ways. The answc? to the a£t lr * mont ' i » f Rail- 

aptitudes of individuals are tata into ^5" that , '” S ™ taraI 

railway serriccj'do toe^overSfenf 7 uh” J^dianisatioii of the superior 
Eoyal Engineer officers, who are mm-lv tlle Policy of recruiting 

per cent, of EuropeaJreerait™^f- ta 7 affieers > to fll] up the 
outside the Armr ? Is this TndiarnoJ^’ ^' klck - 1 ?? 10tdd tie obtained from 
railway services ? thlS Iridian ^ati 0 n or militarisation of the superior 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons I .I must .ask for-.notice : I axn.rafr.aid.-J could 
not, possibly make a-statement offhand.,,. .... . .>• 

Pandit Hirday Nath- Kunzru May I ask whether the 'recruitment 
for these-posts asdhey fall ; vacant is conducted separately ? 

: Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Separately from, what •?, ’ 

Lieut .-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will the Honourable Member con¬ 
sider the matter and let me have an answer to my question in the course 
of time, since .he cannot do so now ? . . " • , i 

■ , Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : If the Honourable Member will put down'a 
question 1 will do my-best to answer him. . ■ ' 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Are not Transportation Officers 

separately imeruited'from'the'Royal Engineers ? 

*» 

- Mr. A. A. L. Parsons Yes, Sir. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is it not the case then that in these 
posts which should be given . to Transportation , Officers Royal Engineers 
are employed ? 

. , -Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I should, like to know which post the Honour¬ 
able Member refers to as those which ought to be filled by traffic■' officers. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : I refer to the posts to, \vhich the 
Honourable Member himself referred when he said that Royal Engineers 
‘were occasionally' employed in traffic posts. As ho reply was given to 
this, the Honourable Member said : “ The Honourable Member might 
think over it and let me have his reply afterwards (Laughter.) 

Martial and Non-Martial Races of India. 

888 . "'Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : ( a ) Will the Government be pleased 
to state the following : .. 

(i) which ’ are the castes, classes or commrmities recognised by the 

Government as the martial faces of the country ? 

(ii) what are the special qualities, physical, moral or otherwise 

on which this recognition is based ? 

(Hi) which are the districts .and .provinces to which these martial 
, . races belong ? 

(&) Are the Anglo-Indians, Christians and Muhammadans living all 
over the country and pursuing any’ profession recognised as martial 
races V 

(c) How and when have the Government come to classify, some 
communities as martial races, and the rest as non-martial races ? 

(d ) Are the Government in possession of any evidence to show 

that the martial spirit of a race lias undergone a change on account of 
a permanent change in the residence of that race from one province to 
another? And if so, what ? • 

- (e) Have the. Government; ever -made any attempt to create a 

military spirit in any of the ‘communities not recognised by them as 
martial, and if so, when and with what results ? ; l ' ' ' ' • ' - ■ 
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Mr. G. M. Young: : I propose to answer the question as a whole. 
No particular caste, class or community is officially recognized by Gov¬ 
ernment as martial or otherwise, but units of the Indian Army have 
always been organized on a class basis : and as there are limits to the 
size of that army, only a limited number of classes can ordinarily find 
a place in it. The classes selected are those which, from the point of 
view of military efficiency alone, the military authorities prefer to 
enlist. 

Nawah Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : Is it not a fact that the Gov¬ 
ernment generally recruit from the classes which, according to Manu’s 
classification, were considered to be the fighting races ? That is to say, 
the Government found certain classes to he martial classes according to 
Manu’s classification and they carry on their recruitment according to 
that classification ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am afraid my Honourable friend has the ad¬ 
vantage of me. 

Mr. Ham Narayan Singh : May I know what the Government mean 
by the martial races of the country ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : Sir, it is I that want to know what my Honour¬ 
able friend means by the martial races of the country. 


Stoppage op Recruitment por the Army in Bihar and Orissa. 

889. “Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : (a) Are not the Government aware* 
of tile fact that there is great discontent and heart-burning in the Province 
of Bihar and Orissa owing to the stoppage of military recruitment therein? 

(b)Are Government prepared to take steps to allay the said discontent 
and heart-burning ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) and (b). The answer is in the negative. 

Total Number op Men and Officers recruited from Bihar and Orissa 

during the Great War. 

890. Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : (a) Will the Government he pleased 
to state the total number of men and officers both combatants and non- 
combatants recruited from the Province of Bihar and Orissa, district 
by district, during the last European War ? 

(b) Are any of them in service yet ? If so, how many and in what 
capacities ? 

, • ( ff ) The total number of officers and men reeruit- 

Of +L;c J he i I r °o 1 -r- Ce of Bihar and 0rissa during the War was 41,552. 

8 ,'° l 76 ": ere combatants. Our statistics do not show the 
numbers recruited by Districts, hut by Provinces. 

few information.asked for is not available, but probnblv very 

lev of .hose recruited during the War are still serving. 


Number of Biharis granted King’s Commissions, etc. 

state the following ^ arayan Singh ' : Will the Government be pleased to 
(a) How many Biharis have got the King’s commissions yet 1 
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t(6) How many of them are cadets at Sandhurst now ? 

(c) How manjr Biharis are in the Prince of "Wales’ College at 
Debra Dun ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) One. 

(b) None. 

(c) Two. 


. SHOUT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

Address delivered by Sir Edward Grigg to the Legislative Council oe 

Kenya. 

Mr. R. .K. Shanmukham Chetty : With your permission, Sir, I would 
like to ask the following short notice question which my Honourable 
friend Mr. Bajpai has kindly consented to answer : 

1 . Has the attention of Government been drawn to the report in 
* the Press of the address delivered by Sir Edward'Grigg to the Legisla¬ 
tive Council of Kenya ? 

2. (a) Is it a fact that the Feetham Commission report on Local 
Government has been' approved by the Secretary of State for the Colo¬ 
nies and the result of it would be to reduce the proportion of Indian 
representation on institutions of Local Government ? 

(b) Were the Government of India consulted before the Report 
was finally accepted by the Secretary of Stale for the Colonies and have 
Government acquiesced in the action of the Secretary of State ? If not, 

. will Government be pleased to state what action they have taken or pro¬ 
pose to take in the matter ? 

3. Is it a fact that the constitution of the Legislature of Kenya is 
proposed to be changed with a mew to give an elected majority ? If 
so, will the Government be pleased to state what steps have Government 
taken to .adequately protect these interests ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : With your permission, Sir, I shall answer the ques¬ 
tion in the order enumerated by the Honourable Member opposite. 

1 The replv to the Honourable Member’s first auestion is in the 
affirmative. 

' The answer to part $ (a) of the second question is as follows : 

The Government of India have no information apart from what has 
appeared in the Press, but have made inquiries. 

’ , j 

As regards part. (t>), the answer to the first part 5s.in.the negative, 
-and the second part does not arise. 

3. (a) The Government of India have no information, hut have made 
inquiries. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : Was not the attention of the Gov¬ 
ernment 1 drawn to the fact that the Feetham Commission was engaged 
in making certain enquiries into the administration of the Local Gov¬ 
ernment of the Kenya Colony ? 
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Mr. G. S. Bajpai : No, Sir. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : Am I to understand; Sir, that the 
Government of India were not aware that the Feetham Commission was. 
appointed for the purpose of making certain inquiries into the adminis¬ 
tration of the Local Government of the Kenya Colony 1 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The Government of India had no official informa¬ 
tion on this subject at all. It was about the middle of July last that 
a gentleman from Kenya visited India, and he also came up to Simla and 
informed me in an informal conversation that Mr. Justice Feetham and 
a number of other people had been making inquiries into the question of 
Local Government and administration in Kenya and had submitted a 
report which* was confidential. 


Mr. R, K. Shanmukham Chetty : When that fact came to the know¬ 
ledge of the Government of India, did they take any action ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The Government of India could not possibly take 
any action on knowledge which was derived from purely informal con¬ 
versation with a private individual. ‘ ' 1 

Mr. A. Rangaswann Iyengar : May I know whether the Government 
of India did not think it right to address the Secretary of State for the 
C °j. 0I ? ies anc f J <> u t whether this report was correct ? "Was it not 
notice to the Government of India to make inquiries on a matter 
oi tins urgency ? 


. t Mr ' ^ Ba JP a i : I have already said that information derived from 

a private individual cannot he made the basis 
ox btate action or of State correspondenc<e. 


g . Iyengar : Am I right, Sir, in taking it that the 

L a : e K° n « an /p . a PP eared iu the Press that the Feetham 
Commission have submitted their report and that the Government of India 
have not taken any notice of it are correct ? 

S Ba l’P al : I confess I cannot claim my Honourable friend’s 
^evort h nf 1< fhJ X1 ^r^f| Ce, b ? S ° ? ai ' as 1 am aware > the first notice of the 
conneetior/ivith T?1 It™ , Comm,ssl °n that appeared in the press was in 

of'Sya 01 ** " ddreSS by Sir Baw ” a GriSg t0 

of IntUiWnVff Kunz f u • May I know. Sir is: the Government 

India have lecened a copy of the Feetham Committee’s report » , 

it. ^ Ea ^ pai ' ^°’ they have not ; but they have asked for 


Hou£“v '■ they lay 5t table the 

r 

is roS‘v5i S ' Bajpai : 1 C3nn0t Sa ^ a “ything about that until the report 

t 

is contemplated^* Q T \ Gover f^ cn t aware that action 

report • If so. what is the obieeti 6ove [? in ^ lt m connection with that 
that report on the table of the of India la yi»S 

Members 1 use * or r ^formation of IJonourabJe 
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Mr. G. S. BajpaiThe assumption, underlying the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s question, has yet to be verified ;—the assumption being that the 
Government of Kenya have already taken action on the report. ,As I 
have already stated in reply to Mr. Skanmukham Chetty,' Government 
have made inquiries both as to the substance of the report of the Feetham. 
Committee and of the action, if any, contemplated on it. ' When the 
Government of India receive the report, they will take such action as 
may be, considered to be necessary. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Have the British Government been 
asked to postpone taking action on the report of the Committee till the 
Government of India have had time to make representations to them ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I have already said that the Government of India 
cannot ask His Majesty’s Government to postpone action as they do not 
know what is actually contemplated. All that they have to go upon is a 
press report to the effect that certain things have happened. The Gov¬ 
ernment of India have asked for information and when they are in pos¬ 
session of all the facts they will take necessary action. The nature of 
that action 17111 be determined entirely by the nature of the action con¬ 
templated on the other side. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukhain Chetty : In view of the fact that the Gover¬ 
nor of Kenya Colony has announced to the Legislative Council that the 
Secretary of State, for the Colonies has accepted the findings of the 
Feetham Commission, do not the Government of India think it, neces¬ 
sary to warn, the Secretary of State for the Colonies not to take any 
action on that report before the Government of India have had an oppor¬ 
tunity to express their ‘opinion ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : That, Sir, is a matter of opinion. In any case, 
as I have stated, the Government of India have made telegraphic in¬ 
quiries from the Secretary of State, and I think I can assure the House 
that the Government of India yield to no section of the House either in 
their desire or their determination to do everything possible to safeguard 
Indian interests 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : Will the Honourable Member make 
a statement to the House later on when he gets more information on the 
subject ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I shall certainly consider my Honourable friend’s 
suggestion. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Revised Scales op Pat for Postal Clerks, etc. 

I 

99. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : Has the scale of pay sanctioned for the staff 
•of the R. M. and S. and the lower selection grades in G. O. I Resolu- 
lion No. P. T. E.-ll, dated 27th April 1927, been given effect to ? If 
not, why not ?. Do Government propose to give effect to it at an earlv 
date ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Government have no 
reason to believe that full effect has not been given to the revised scales 
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of pay for postal clerks sanctioned in their letter of the 27th April 1927. 
Orders regarding the revision of the scales of pay of the lower selection 
grades and of Railway Mail sorters were issued on the 5th and lOtli 
August 1927, respectively. 1 ' -. 

t , 

Pay of Graduates in Post Offices and the Railway Mail Service. 

100 Mr. V. V. Jogiah : Is it a fact that graduates entertained in 
Post Offices and the Railway Mail Service subsequent to 27th April 1927 
are started on Rs. 55 a month, while this rule is not applied to those gradu¬ 
ates, who are already in service, before that date, drawing less salaries and- 
whose salaries did not rise under the rules sanctioning this minimum pay ot 
Rs. 55 ? If so, do Government propose to bring their salaries into line 
with those of graduates newly entertained ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The facts are substan¬ 
tially as stated by the Honourable Member in the -first part- of the ques¬ 
tion. 

The matter is under the consideration of the Government of India. 


Grant of House Rent Allowance to Postmen and Menials. 

101. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : Is any provision made for grant of house 
rent allowance, to postmen and menials in the Budget of 1926-27 ? If so. 
how much of it has been spent 1 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The reply to the first 
part of the question is in the affirmative. The amount spent was about 
Rs. 1 lakh. 


Grant of House Rent Allowance to Postal Officials in Certain Places 
in the Madras Presidency. 

in some nffieeT IS? : A ? Government aware that postal officials 
P lac es> Where the rents of houses lire high, such as those at 

S2TC “d Parvatipur, etc., in the Madras 

1 \ been glven an 7 h °use rent allowance ? If not 

would the Government enquire into it ? n • 

is nI h gh?rtTp^ e al S SflSl? )e f < S a N f th mtra : House'rent allowance 
Government of . at c tho P laces named in the question. The 

those places. An enqmh^MvS^b^mTd 11011 /^h 'Vi holxse reni is high at 
by the Director General 11 * d and SUltable action wil1 he taken. 

of Landlords to repair Houses leased t o the PostalJ Depart- 
ment in the Madras Presidency. 

dency of Madras, cm-respondhm G°yo rn . ment ’ aware that in the Presi- 
lionses. no increase in rents of buddino-c i llic y ease in prices and rents of' 
sanctioned, in spite 0 f repeated tiem e ‘ s ’* eased to the Postal Department, is 
landlords have been refSg tak and as a ^sult, 

" "" Wn,S 
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ill such houses, have been suffering considerable inconvenience, on this 
account ? If not, aTe Government prepared to enquire into the matter 
and take steps to remedy these .complaints and inconveniences ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Government are not 
aware of the facts as stated! An enquiry will however be made and 
whatever steps are necessary will be taken in the direction indicated. 

Memoriae of the Staff' of the Government Telegraph Office at 

Yizagapatam. 

104. Mr. V. V. Jogiah : Did the staff of the Government Telegraph 
Office at Vizagapatam make representations to Government for the grant 
of a compensatory allowance to them, in view of the fact that the City 
of Vizagapatam has increased enormously in importance, extent and 
population, during the last decade and for the reasons stated in their 
representations to H. E. the Viceroy and Governor General of India 
and to the Director General of Post Offices ? And, did the Government say 
that the matter was under their consideration ? If so, have the Govern¬ 
ment come to any conclusion ? If not, do Government intend to consider 
the case of the staff as early as possible and give them relief ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Representations on the 
subject addressed to His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General 
were received by the Director General through the Postmaster General, 
Madras, at the end of July. When these are forwarded to Government 
by the Director General with his recommendations, they will receive due 
consideration. 


DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS. 

/ 

Civil Works. 

Mr. President : The House will now resume the further consideration 
of the following motion moved by the Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : 

“ That a supplementary sum not exceeding Bs. 75,000 be granted to the Governor 
General ih Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of ‘ Civil Works ’ ’ 

(At this stage Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh rose to speak.) 

Mr. President (Addressing Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh) : The Honour¬ 
able Member had already spoken. He opposed the motion yesterday, 
and he is not entitled to speak again. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran : Non- 
Muhammadan) : I did not. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member did rise and opposed the 
motion yesterday. No doubt, he did not. make any speech, but that does 
not matter. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : But the Debate was adjourned. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Ktmzru (Agra Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : As my friend Mr. Neogy was not there when I got up I had to 
take on myself the unpleasant duty of opposing the Supplementary Grant 
asked for by the Honourable the Finance Member. Now, Sir, I * should 
like to make it clear that I am not in the least against ’a Government 
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grant being given to any social instituton, whether Christian, Hindu or 
Muhammadan. But in view of the discussion that took place in this 
House on the provision .of accommodation for officers in August 1926, 
I think the Government would have been well advised if instead of bring¬ 
ing worward a motion of this kind they had themselves undertaken to 
construct the necessary buildings. Now the reason placed before us 
for the course adopted by Government is that it would lead to economy. 
That is a point which was discussed threadbare in August 1926, and I 
should not like to weary the House by a repetition of what was said then. 
But-it is pertinent even now to point out that, although the cost might 
be slightly greater to Government if they provided the necessary ac¬ 
comodation themselves, the buildings which would be constructed will 
remain their property. In this particular case there is this difference as 
compared with the ease discussed by the Assembly in August 1926, that 
the Government proposed to give not nearly a loan but also a grant 
of Rs. 75,000 to the Y. W. C. A. Now, as I say, if the Y. W. C. A. engages 
in social activities which are for the good of the country and imposes 
no racial restrictions, nobody 'would be against giving any grant to it. 
But that question stands by itself. If Government find, after considering 
the needs of the Y. W. 0. A., that the help that they ask for is legitimate, 
they can come forward with a separate proposal. But I do not like tlie 
Y - W - 9- A ‘ , bein S helped in this indirect and, if I may say so without 
oil ence, m this surreptitious way- X think, as a matter o£ policy. Govern- 
11 ought to undertake to construct the buildings needed for its own 
officers. It cannot in the guise of helping its officers really help other 
institutions. The help to be given to oilier institutions must be consider- 

case ‘ * ai , n therefore opposed to the motion 
letorc us, but I should like to make it clear that I am not -opposed in 

principle to any grant being given to the Y. W. C. A That is an entire- 
* se P aiate matter and ought to be discussed on a separate Demand. 

Mr. President : Tlie question is : 1 

GeiieraUrf CoimcqF r | 0t exce ® ain g Ks. 75,000 be granted to tlie Governor 

5-o.r on*,* ,„o Slot A <rf It “Si #„?£?“* 

Tlie Assembly divided : 


Abdoola Haroon, Haji. 

Abdul Matin Chaudhurv, Alaulvi. 

Abdul Qaijum, Nawab Sir Saliibzada.’ 
A \lap ah Hab Kasim - Khan Bahadur 

Ahmad, Klian Bahadur Kasir-ud-'din. 
Alexander, Mr. William. 

Annar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

Ashrafuddin Alunad, Khan Bahadur 
Aavabrnda Savid. 

Ajangar, Air. A . K. Aravamudlia. 
Bajpui, Air. G. S. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 


AYES—51. 

Bray, Sir Denys. 

Coatman, Air. J, 

Cocke, 1 Air. H. G. 

Cosgrave, Mr. W. A. 

Courtenay, Air. R. H. 

Craivford, 'Colonel J. D. 

Crerar, Tlie Honourable Air. J. 
Crofton, Air. R. AI. 

Halal, Mr. A. R. 

Dalai, Sardai Sir Bomanji. 
Donovan, Mr. J. 'p. 

Dunnett, Air. J. AI. 

Ghazanfar Ali Khan, .Raja. 
Gidney, Lient.-Colonel H. A. J. 
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Haigh, Mr. P. B. 

Irving, Mr. Miles. 

Ismail Khan, Mr. 

Jowahir Singh, Sarda Bahadur Sardar, 
Kabul Singh Bahadur, Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Kiik, Mr. R. T. 1\ 

Xiamb, Mr. W. S. 

Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Mukherjee, Mr. S. C. 

Murray, Sir Alexander. 

NOES 

Aiyangar, Mr. C. Duraiswamy. 

Aney, Mr. M. S. 

Ayyangar, Mr. K. V. Rangaswand. 
Ayyangar, Mr. M. S. Sesha. 

Belvi, Mr. D. V. 

Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Is war Saran, Munshi. 

Iyengar, Mr. A. Kangaswami. 

Iyengar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

Jayakar, Mr. M. R. 

Jogiah, Mr. VaTahagiri Yenkata. 

Kelkar, Mr. N. C. 

Kidwai, Mr. Rafi Ahmad. 

Knnzru, Pandit Hirday Nath. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. Dhirendra Kanta. 
Lajpat Rai, Lala. 

The motion was adopted. 


Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 
Ruthnaswamy, Mr. M. 

Sams, Mr. H. A. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Mohammad. 

Singh, Rai Bahadur S. N. 

Sykes, Mr. E. E. 

Tonkinson, Mr. H. 

Wright, Mr. W. T. M. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Nawab Sir. 

1—33. 

Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 

Mitra, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. 

Moonje, Dr. B. S. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi Sayyid. 
Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Neogy, Mr. K. C. 

Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir. 

Rao; Mr. G. Sarvotham. 

Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilas. 

Shafee, Maulvi Mohammad. 

Siddiqi, Mr. Abdul Qadir. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Narayan Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Ram Narayan. 

Sinha, Mr. Siddheswar. 


DRAFT CONVENTION AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE INTER¬ 
NATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE REGARDING INSPEC¬ 
TION OF EMIGRANTS ON BOARD SHIP, ETC. 

Mr. A. R. Dalai (Secretary, Education, Health and Lands) : Sir, 
I move : 

“ That this Assembly having considered the draft Convention and Recommendation 
adopted by the International Labour Conference at its eighth session" held at Geneva 
between the 26th May and 5th June 1926, concerning respectively the simplification 
of the inspection of emigrants on board ship and the protection of emigrant women and 
girls on board ship, recommends to the Governor General in Council that he should ratify 
the draft Convention and accept the Recommendation ”. 

Sir, I crave the kind indulgence o£ the House for a very short time 
while I describe briefly the circumstances which led up to* the moving 
of this Resolution. An International Conference on Emigration - and 
Immigration was held in Rome in 1924. The representative of India 

B 
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at that Conference was Sir P. Rajagopalachari, then Member of the Sec¬ 
retary of State’s Council. One of the Resolution^-, adopted by that Con¬ 
ference was the simplification of the system of inspection of emigrants 
on board emigrant vessels. ■ The President of that Conference happened 
to be the Italian Delegate on the governing body of the. International 
Labour Office. At his instance the International- Labour Office 
decided to put the question of the simplification of - the - process 
of inspection of emigrants on board vessels on the agenda of 
their eigth session. Accordingly, at the eighth session of the Inter¬ 
national Labour Conference held in Geneva in June, 1926, a Convention 
and a Recommendation were adopted. The object of. the Convention 
was the simplification of the system of inspection of emigrants on board 
emigrant vessels. The object of the Recommendation was the protection 
of women and girls travelling by sueh vessels. Now, Sir, the conditions 
to which both the Convention and the Recommendation were meant' to 
apply were primarily, if not mainly, European conditions. ' In Europe 
it is the practice for the nationals of a large number of different coun¬ 
tries to travel on board the same emigrant vessel, the nationals of each 
country being accompanied by their own Inspector or Inspectors.. It 
would be easy for this House to imagine the disputes and the conflict of 
junsdiction that would occur under such, circumstances. It is primarily 
to remedy this state of affairs that this.Convention has been adopted. 

s main recommendations are that under sueh circumstances, there 
S U nV) Se emly one official Inspector travelling on hoard emigrant vessels 
and that that Inspector should he the national of the country whose flag 

' e T s ,“ p 1S flyin £ The ob l ect of th e Recommendation is the protection, 
as 1 have said, of women and girls travelling on hoard such vessels. 

to t^GovelmJnf.rT 0 ^ 6 regardi ?S this Convention was circulated 
Xwes rtl nTaMW * Yv’ w V na 1 de $ V*? clear that these, cir.cum- 
ed emigration nl i-,j ° ^ adia ' A s bbe House is no doubt aware, unskill- 
onlv K • f L ' - 1S Permuted to Ceylon and the Malay States 
vessels plyino- to Cevffif r « th - appointmen t of Inspectors on board 
in home trade wSL f ° r , the simple reaS011 £bab it is a short voyage 
amounts to a ferry boatl Cr °f S Carmel on practically what 
of the Malav States th ™JL 1 ^ rds /- t G Maay States, the Government 
to accompany emigrants both pt Ins P ee tors; botli male. and female,' 
and from the ball aS °? VOyage Indiahto the States 
did not apply to Indian colditln India - , The fact that the Convention 
sentative at the eighth sessiAP * al f? made plairL by 0:ur repre- 

is now passed is merely the ob;,act o£ tbe Convention as it 

Amplification of existing 1 "systems deals only With the 

p' c ,c ! nis of the Convention but v,-hmJ> P + 1 w, rich is'evident not only-from 
Committee to the Session.”"’ 4 wh,ch Was categorically stated .in the Report of the 

I wish to emphasise thm nni r.+ o- . : ; - 

— * 0,1 
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or more Cornell Or girls-Ar-avel on board emigrant vessels unaccompanied 
by .any responsible person in-authority, there; sbould.be a; woman travel¬ 
ling with-them who shpfild,render to these-women and girls such moral 
and material; assistance' as may.be required.. This -also, Sir, does-not 
primarily apply to Indian conditions, because, in the first place, under. 
22 of ; our Emigration Rules, vthe ; emigration of unaccompanied women and 
girls is prohibited. In the second place, Indian:women and girls do not 
emigrate unaccompanied, by their male relatives, vv 

Under Article 405 of the Treaty of, Versailles every member, of the 
International Labour .Office 1 is bound’to bring the Convention or Recom¬ 
mendation adopted by the’ Labour Office to the notice of the .authority 
competent to implement 1 such 1 ’ Convention or Recommendation within 
a period of 1 18 months at the most: The Indian Legislature is the autho¬ 
rity competent to implement this Convention, because, if it is ratified, 
legislation- ‘ will- ’be necessary. Therefore this Resolution is now put 
before this 1 Honourable House.' 'When the Convention first came up 
before -Government in the 'Education Department,, we were somewhat 
doubtful about the advisability of ratifying it because .it did not apply 
to Indian conditions.. We placed the matter before ' our Standing 
Emigration Committee. . Our Standing Emigration'Committee were, how¬ 
ever; of opinion that it would be more in consonance with the. moral 
dignity of ; India and the consistent support which this country has 
always accorded to the Conventions and Recommendations of the League 
of Nations and, the/International Labour Office if this Convention was 
ratified/? I think, Sir,- that this country can claim an honourable place 
among, the.nations, of the world for the 1 promptness and fidelity with 
which it,,has-carried-out the Recommendations and Conventions of the 
League of -Nations and-International-Labour Office;- ' 

-i f 8- 

' Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kuinaon Divisions: 
Muhammadan’Rural) .Not for anything else. . . 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : On ; the recommendation, therefore, of otir Stand¬ 
ing Emigration : (Committee, ; Sir, the Government'have on further con¬ 
sideration-' decided. to ratify the. Convention; It is true that it would 
not apply immediately to, Indian conditions,-but if in future, emigration 
to distant countries, beyond home trade-waters wasrever permitted; thfe ! 
provisions of' the .Convention-would.-,immediately come into operation: 
In' the . meantime,, by . ratifying, the Convention, we would be’bhaldng a 
gesture of friendliness towards.-the League, and-1 submit' that that is not 
without its moral significance.' A % < . 

-‘Under Article 11 of the 'Convention we are.bound;>-if we ratify the 
Convention' to bring the provisions of Articles 1 toy7 into operation. Now 
Articles 2 to 7 are contingent on the, appointment of official -Inspectors 
on- -board: emigrant- vessels.-.' So' long as such; official Inspectors .'are .not 
appointed’these clauses- ‘do not come into operation; , But Article 1 comes 
‘ into operation at once. • Under ' that' Article we .’must“define the: terms 
‘‘..emigrant;’ 7 ' and “ emigrant vessel 7 'The term .emigrant is already- 
defined under, our'Emigration Act,’ No. 'Vll’-of, 1927! ,'H) this House 
ratifies;.the .Convention we) propose immediately to introduce a,-Bill by 
which , we will. define' the" term “ emigrant vessel 77 and also take, power 
for-,the, protection; and security'of emigrant's.)hv 'means"jof a,system- of 
inspection or' Otherwise during the y.oyage und’er the;rule-'maldng powers 
of • ,-tlie ; Emigration Act, a power which' we d6 not possess at present. 
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I have endeavoured, Sir, to. explain the scope and, object of the 
Convention and the reasons which have actuated Government to ratify 
it to the best of my ability. If I have failed to make anything perfectly 
plain I hope the House will make allowance for my‘ prentice hand, or 
rather, tongue. The proposal is in accordance with the recommendations 
of our Standing Emigration Committee, and I hope it will command the 
unanimous approval of the House. Sir, I move it. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests) : Sir, the Members 
of the Assembly may remember that at the last Delhi Session the Govern¬ 
ment of India had given notice of a Resolution recommending this House 
not to ratify the Convention.. I am glad, Sir, that in the interval the 
•Government of India have thought over the matter, and come to the wise 
decision of ratifying this Convention. I admit that it does, not give 
anything substantial to Indian emigrants. I am glad, that the 'Govern¬ 
ment of India have introduced a Bill. I do not wish to speak on that 
Bill on this occasion, but let me make it quite clear that I think the 
Government of India are not carrying out the provisions of the Conven¬ 
tions fully and satisfactorily in the Bill which they have introduced.. I 
hope when the Bill comes up for discussion that I shall receive the 
support of this House in securing proper effect being given to the Con¬ 
vention which the Government of India is ratifying on this occasion. 

There is one more point on which I would like to say one word. 
Ike Honourable Member in charge of this Resolution stated that the 
does not impose any obligation upon the Government for 
I 1 ns P CGt01 '; Technically speaking, what he has said is 
unon flS P timk ’ Sl *’. tliat the omission of the obligation being placed 
that met £°r^ri du ! ^ the - fact tllat the Emigration Conference 
ment which ! ^ n0t - fV agme that there would be any Govern- 

not really irnnS ?w a « P °n t Ins P ectors on. emigrant ships. They did 
of the fact tk-ft +h n 6 G ove j- nmen t of India would take advantage 
to appoint aKlr?f n v d ° eS not impose an obligation on them 
Convention it miito ’„j ut h raad through the wording'of the 

Government tIia t Government of India and every 

TheConvention^ haTt^L rL Ventl ° n - is ex P eeted to appoint Inspector? 
and having taken that ^f or ^ranted°mtment of Inspectors, for granted, 
simplifying the procedure. ° . * d th Y proceed . to suggest .a way of 

menfof M^np^n the 1 con e ra tulate the Goyern- 

totake on this occasion which they have been ,persuaded 

Muh^mfSf .Rurah> em f r n fn ■ Gentral Division-: Non- 

to draw the attention of the H?use tn^h I 11 ] 8 Resolution I should like 
the 8tli Geneva Labour Conference at whikh cal1 the history of 

tion .was passed. It. is to us nn ln ternational Conven- 

that the Government of India have seen ° f £ reat satisfaction 

the requirements of the recommendations nf tL "ol *° fal1 into Une with 
But ’ S “» the details of Xt W 8th International Labour 
Kni • |^ a ^ an d 5th June of 1926 fh-rnGr PPencd at Geneva between 

subject which I hope the Hofse wm^Sern^ ° n histo ^ of this 

excuse, me/for referring to at some 
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length. At tlie initial stage of this Conference, the recommendations of 
which are now accepted by our Government, I am sorry to find that the 
employers’ group made a dead set against the whole of the Conference 
and wanted to make out that the Conference had no competence to dis¬ 
cuss the problem of emigration ; and if they had'had their way, as this 
was the only item before the Conference, the Conference would have 
dispersed without arriving at any conclusions. I will just read out to 
you, Sir, an extract from the official report of the Delegates of the Govern¬ 
ment of India to the 8th‘ and 9th sessions of the International Labour 
Conference at Geneva. - In paragraph 10 at page 5 of the report, it 
says : 

“It is also noteworthy that no Government objected under Article 402 of the 
Treaty'to the inclusion! of this item l 

—that is, the item of emigration— 

“ in the agenda of the 8th session. Immediately, however, on the decision by the 
Plenary Sitting of the session to appoint a committee to deal with this item of the 
agenda, the British Employers’ delegate with the support of practically the whole 
of th n Employers ’ group put forward a resolution in the following terms : 

1 That the International Labour Organization is not competent to deal with ques¬ 
tions of the regulation of the transport of emigrants ; that this Conference accordingly 
declines to discuss the question of the simplification of inspection of emigrants on 
board ship 

Fortunately for the emigrants, and in order perhaps to provide an 
ppportunity to the Honourable the Education Secretary to' move this 
motion this morning, the resolution of the employers, including the 
British employers, was debated at length, and it was ultimately rejected 
by 77 votes to 23. This gives us an indication of the attitude of the 
employers in general and of the British employers in particular, in con¬ 
nection with the main item of the agenda of the 8th International Labour 
Conference. And, Sir, if I want to lay stress on this part of the subject 
it is only to draw particular attention here to the fact that unfortunately 
for this country the employers’ delegate sent by India, who formed part 
of the Indian Delegation, instead of acting in this matter from the Indian 
employers’ point of view, acted in a way that went very much against 
what I believe would have been the intentions of the employers in this 
country and voted in support of this resolution which wanted to annul 
12 Noon. the whole session of the International Confer¬ 
ence and the main subject to be discussed before 
it, and he voted with the British group. And why 1 Because, Sir, he 
was not an Indian employer but a British employer representing British 
interests. 

Now, Sir, if you -vyill permit me, I will just say a few words with 
regard to how it was that a British employer came to represent, or rather 
misrepresent as it turned out, the Indian employers at the eighth Inter¬ 
national Labour Conference. According to the rules of the Labour Con¬ 
ference under the Treaty of Versailles, the delegations of various 
countries are composed of‘two Government delegates. 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : On a point of order. Sir. I submit that this does 
not arise out of the Resolution under discussion. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchaud Haji : I beg to submit that, as the Resolu¬ 
tion arises out of the work of the Indian Delegation at the eighth Inter¬ 
national Labour Conference, I am, fully entitled to go into the details 
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of the composition, of tbat Delegation. As I was/sayring-the fact ..that 
we did not have an Indian employer on tins • Conference came, aboiit : as 
follows. According to the Treaty of Versailles, eaffir; countr is repre¬ 
sented by two Government delegates, one employers^ delegate and one 
labour delegate. Now, tbe employers’ and labour delegates are to .be 
appointed by the respective associations in the country .'under question 
and the Government has to accept the choice of the employers’ organisa¬ 
tions and the labour organisations. Very strange it is that-even this 
final report has to admit the fact that, though, on many an occasion 
labour organisations of various countries had to put up protests against 
the action of their Government with regard to labour delegation owing 
to various difficulties about the official recognition of trade unions, e.g., 
non-Paseist associations in Italy, not until the eighth Conference was 
there any trouble with regard to the employers ’ delegates. But I am sorry 
to say that to our Government belongs the discredit of having brought about 
a situation which necessitated an official protest being registered in con- 
nection with the appointment of the Indian employers’ delegate to the 
eighth International Labour Conference. Paragraph 6 of the Kenort 
says 1 , 

^ ateios J evinced at both sessions of the Conference in the protests 
.iVr I10min *Ltion of Sir Arthur Froom as the Indian employers’ delegate. This 

nomination of 0< ;? 81011 f the , h \ st ° T y the International Labour Conference when the 
ination of an employers delegate had been challenged^ Moreover, printed docu- 

wcrr evten^vel 91 ? ncl Vreucii setting forth in. full the case of the protesting associations, 
' extensnelj circulated among all Members and visitors to the meetings. ” 

if is fortunate that our country should have to set 
conn Sri til aS ° + nC b ? mg conce med directly aud personally in 

Sd mrtffiuHS St- P ''°r f“ a y say that the point of view of India, 
countries includi™*^ 113 ^ 8 ! Incha ’ % ot so mu ch support from almost all 
non-official ae^map^ 0 e T s T. lthln t . he Em P h V that in so far as the 

could not have Lndi 2 * X j ^dian point of view was concerned, 'we 
so much toXthnlfdfr f0r grJevance ’ - But.I want to refer not 
As I have said before tl? & Geneva as to wbat happened in this country, 
associationsJd h has l7 Ti ^ iS chosen1 ^ the employers’ 
the Government mUt , ^ d<nr3 ? m the Treaty of Versailles that 

selecting “ isSffiL Nol 4’ n ° mmati T- of tbe ^"ity . of * the 
Geneva,%he Sion thafriT; this protest wv as taken to 

labour representative or f 1 epbesentative of a country, whether a 
national of the countrv ppvo representative, should be a 

of fact, the peculiar cirenmJf 31 * 086 b | fo ^ e tbls Conference ,- as a matter 
tor “f Versailles took it 

interests.... 


no country would be so . ignorant of its 


own 


tor. vmtHahf r tl,r der - A 1 !' HoI >onraMe Member is going too 

U5 * * " 

bP ^ «*, I ** gbing to 

W the'SoTS’g£‘Jv 0Unt ^ finds «•** Zl 
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Now, coming to? “the integral part of the subject—the question of 
emigration—and tlre\delaying tactics that were employed by the British 
delegates of whorgjTihf ortunatety the Indian employer formed a pari. 
I do feel that thif-hame of India would have been condemned among 
the workers of the" international world particularly if this resolution of 
the British employers had been carried and the sittings of the eighth 
International Labour Conference brought to a premature end. I hope, 
therefore, that in view of the lesson which the Government have learnt 
in this connection after the reports and the findings of the Credentials 
Committee at Geneva, no occasion would arise in future for this country, 
cither from the employers’ point of view or the labour point of view, 
to have to send protests to Geneva against the Government’s nomina¬ 
tions. In conclusion, Sir, I hope that when the Resolution moved by 
the Honourable Mr. Dal Si is acted upon by Government in the form 
of a Bill, sufficient provision will be made to bring within its purview 
all those ships that carry emigrants from India. With these words, I 
have great pleasure in supporting this Resolution. 

Lala Lajpat Rai (Jullundur Division : Non-Muhammadan) : I do 
not propose to oppose this Resolution, nor do I want to enter into those 
questions wiped have been raised by my Honourable friend, Mr. Haji. 
But I am not sure if the Honourable Member who proposed this Resolu¬ 
tion was quite right in saying that the object of the inspection of 
emigrant ships was purely the protection of women and girls. 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : I did not say so. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : I understood him to say that the International 
Conference. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member must accept the Honour¬ 
able Mr. Dalai’s statement. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : If you will allow me, Sir, I will proceed further 
because that is relevant to the other point too. I want to point out that 
the most important question which was also considered by the 8th 
Session of the International Labour Conference and which relates vei*v 
intimately to the question that has been raised by.the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber who has proposed this Resolution, was the protection of emigrants 
as defined by different Governments. In answer to the questionnaire 
that was issued by the International Labour Office in connection with the 
agenda of the 8th Session of the International Labour Conference, the 
answer given by the Indian Government as to who was an emigrant’ was 
entirely different from that given by the British Government ’ The 
British Government practically defines emigrant .to include all those 
people who travel third class on the steamers. I have not got the word- 
i ing before me. I lead it at the time. The Indian. Government limits 
the definition of emigrant only to those who go out of this country 
permanently to seek employment or to work for wages. I submit the 
question is not the protection of women and girls only, but. the protec¬ 
tion of all people who go out of this country to seek employment either 
temporarily or permanently, and, if any legislation is going to be brought 
in pursuance of this Resolution, I would draw the attention of the 
Government to that important point. The word “ emigrant ” should be 
defined in such a way as to include all those people who leave the shores 
of this country for the purpose of seeking employment, where thev are 
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allowed to go. As we are situated, tlie gates of all countries are shut to 
us except a few. I would like the Honourable Member to state if emigra¬ 
tion to Guiana is not open. I understood some time ago that it had been 
opened. I see from the Honourable Member’s nodding of the head that 
it is not so. I accept his statement. I am not positive about that. I am 
certain a good deal depends on the definition of the words “ emigrant ” 
and “ emigrant ship ”. The word “ emigrant ” should be so defined 
as to make it include all those people who want to leave the shores of 
this country for the purpose of seeking employment, to those places 
where they are permitted to go by law or by convention. Their con¬ 
ditions of travel and the treatment they get on the ships are all relevant 
matters and, therefore, as my friend Mr. Joshi has remarked, it is 
absolutely necessary that the Government should make a provision for 
the appointment of Inspectors on those ships which take these emigrants 
outside of India. It has been assumed in the Convention that all Gov¬ 
ernments have adopted that provision and if the Government of India 
does not accept that liability or that responsibility, I submit it is verv 
unfortunate An impression has gone out that the Government of India 
+m e , 7 m , ore for the shipping companies that run the ships which carry 

S i paSSen 5 erS tJ f n £or , the . lattcr ‘ Provision should be made for 
the pioteetion and comfort of emigrants by providing Inspectors on 
those ships, and I submit that no interest of the shipping^jompanies should 

while tiavemnnlb,n^? r + pr ° Y1 ?t for their protection and comforts 
the number o/emiuran’t* i* ra ? y n ” t . be of ve ry great importance, because 

.a* Convention. This is 

for "V Honourable friend Mr. Joshi 

tion. My Honourable friend w™ 5 decided to ratify this Conven- 

tulm f ° r ellaD S^g our mindf ^f ptati °, n 

tulcitcd Government t * -***• *Joshi . I congrs.- 

the Education Department, we are ZT^hoJ alth ™S h 
are quite prepared to outlier in t -.V learning ourselves, and we 

source it may come (fain Tnn « + r? - m ^oth hands from whatever 
admission.”) 7 M fov my HmioSShf'V* X* are ^ S’lad to hear this 
of ns in this House are Verv much Mv ; . Ha 3h I am sure that all 

terest he takes in all matters m-nom debted to hnn for the very keen in- 

earned for him from his^riends^th^wSl S d lpPmg ’ an interest ^licli has 
°f Admiral Haii. ’ As fm- m ® ^ ell deserved though unofficial title 

the International Labour Conference 16 whS^T*°° k !, at the 8th Session of 
adviser to the adviser to the Indian delegation? Ullderstand he was the • 

Illdi Mr Nati ° nal ^ rot3 ®^? a Orga5sitions. WaS the re P resenta tive of the 
friend thought *t?o'rrfer.°f Arthur F ' rc >om to whom my Honourable 


never mentioned any 
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Mr. Sarabhai NemcHand Haji : May I say that I merely mentioned 
Sir Arthur Froom because his name appeared in the report. 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : May I submit that that is not germane to the ques¬ 
tion at hand and I should allow that Honourable gentleman to rest in 
peace in the calmer atmosphere of the Upper House. As for my friend 
Lala Lajpat Rai, I do think he was labouring under some very serious 
misapprehension and for that misapprehension I am afraid I must blame 
myself because I have not the felicity of phrase and the lucidity of 
expression which makes my Honourable friend the envy of this House. 
I am afraid that he totally misunderstood me. The object of the Con¬ 
vention is . not merely the protection of women and girls on board 
emigrant vessels. That is merely the object of the Recommendation. 
The Convention is entirely a thing apart and the object of the Conven¬ 
tion is simplification of the system of inspection of emigrants on board 
emigrant vessels. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : If I mistake not, the object of the Recommenda¬ 
tion was not to confine it to women and girls. 

Mr. A. R. Dalai -. If the Honourable the President will allow me, 
I will read out the Recommendation. It runs to this effect : 

“ Where 15 or more women and girls no-accompanied by a responsible person are 
carried as emigrants on board an emigrant vessel, a properly qualified woman who 
has no other duty to fulfil on board shall be appointed to give such women any material 
or moral assistance of which they may stand in need without in any way encroaching 
upon the authority of the master of the vessel. She shall report to the authority 
making the appointment and the report shall be available for the use of the Govern¬ 
ments which may be concerned.” 

Lala Lajpat Rai : That is only a part. 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : That is the whole. As for file term “ emigrant ” 
it is also defined in section 2 of our Emigration Act of 1922. Emigrant 
means “ any person who emigrates, has emigrated or who has been re¬ 
gistered as an emigrant under the Act and includes any dependent upon 
any emigrant hut does not include. .. .etc.” My Honourable friend will 
see that it is a wide enough definition. As for the term emigrant vessel, 
we are going to define it and when we come to the Bill we will certainly 
take into consideration what my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi has said, 
hut I do join issue with him in his interpretation of the object of the con¬ 
vention, which, as I took pains to elaborate in my original speeeh, is simpli¬ 
fication and not inspection. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : I referred to the answer of the Government of 
India to the questionnaire issued by the International Labour Conference. 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : At that time we made it clear that the circum¬ 
stances were quite different from the circumstances to which the Conven¬ 
tion was designed to apply. I hope, Sir, that this House will now agree 
to adopt the Resolution unanimously. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

‘ ‘ That this Assembly, having considered the draft Convention and Recommenda¬ 
tion adopted by the International Labour Conference at its eighth session held at 
Geneva between the 26th May and 5th June 1926, concerning respectively the simplifica¬ 
tion of the inspection of emigrants on board ship and the protection of emigrant women 
and girls on board ship, recommends to the Governor General in Council that he should 
ratify tho draft Convention and accept the Recommendation.” 

The motion Was adopted. 
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THE INDIAN EMIGRATION. (AMENDMENT) • BILL. 

Mr. A. R. DalaJ (Secretary, Education, Health and Lands) : Sir, 
after having taken up so much of the time of the House, I do not think 
it is necessary for me to detain them any further while I beg for leave 
to introduce a Bill to amend the Indian Emigration Act, 1922, for a certain 
•purpose. •• 

As I have already stated, if this Convention is ratified, - under 
Article 11 of the Convention this country is bound to bring the-provi¬ 
sions of Articles 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 into operation by the 1st January, 
1928, and hence this Bill, which, I hope, will, pass both Houses during this 
Session. ■ ■ > 

Now, as I have already stated, Articles 2 to. 7 do not come into opera¬ 
tion unless and until we appoint official Inspectors on board emigrant 
vessels. As for Article 1, the term “ emigrant ” has already been defin¬ 
ed and we are taking powers under this Bill td define the term ‘' emi¬ 
grant vessels ”. At the same time, we find .that under our rule-making 
power, under section 24 although we have got power to provide, for the 
security, well-being and protection of emigrants up to the date of their 
departure from India and on their return to India, we have not got that 
rule-making power to provide for the security, well-being and protec¬ 
tion of these people during the voyage, and hence we want this rule- 
making power to enable us to protect them during the voyage. I think, 
Sir, that it is not necessary for me at this stage to dilate cm the detailed 
provisions of the Bill. 

I move for leave to introduce the Bill. . 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : Sir, T introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN TARIFF (COTTON YARN AMENDMENT) BILL. : 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for'Commerce and Rail¬ 
ways) : Sir, I move that the Bill further to amend' the Indian Tariff. 
Act, ■ 1894, in order to safeguard the manufacture of cotton yarn in 
British India, as reported by the Select Committee; be taken into considera¬ 
tion. 


The Select Committee, Mr. President, has ;-made' only. one change 
in the Bill as it was introduced in this House. I should-like very briefly 
to say a word or two about that. . The alteration consists in this, that in 
the Preamble and in the long title of the Bill the word '/ protection.” 
has been substituted for the word “safeguarding.”? For reasons which 
I explained in my Minute of Dissent I was nnable to concur in that pro¬ 
posal. Now, I do not propose to • dwell 'on'’the'matter at any'length. 
I have been sometimes accused; I regret to say, of being prone to the 
fault commonly attributed to the nation to which I belong, of ag undue 
taste for metaphysics and theology, and I , do not, wish to weary the 
Bouse by any metaphysical disquisition oil .the’subject'of the .difference 
m meaning which may exist between.the, term *.*, safeguarding ” and .the 
term protection But, it is important that the position, of the-Gov¬ 
ernment of India should he made perfectly clear'and that no room for 
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doubt should be left as to the grounds on which they have brought for¬ 
ward this Bill and are asking the, House .to pass it into law. Briefly the 
basis Of the Bill is that night work by,”women is allowed in the Japanese 
cotton mills, that this makes double shift working possible and thereby 
reduces the, cost of production to a lower level than is possible 
in the .Indian mills where rtight - work by women is prohibited 
by law. It was because the 1 basis of the Bill was limited to this 
one fact that the- Government of India thought it more appropriate to 
use the .word “ safeguarding ” which has a narrower meaning than the 
word “ protection ’’..which has a wider meaning. I should like to lay 
some little stress on this point that the sole ground on which the Gov¬ 
ernment of India are asking the-House to pass this Bill into law is that 
night work by women is the regular practice in the Japanese mill thereby 
making double shift working possible. It follows quite definitely that 
the Government pf India have arrived at no finding that labour condi¬ 
tions as a whole are worse in the Japanese mills than they are in the 
Indian mills, apart from the sole point to which I have already alluded. 
I am quite aware that the Tariff Board brought out the fact in their 
Report that although in the mills which work double shifts in Japan the 
hours of work are practically the same as in the Indian mills, nevertheless 
in the mills which work single shifts only, the hours of work admissible 
under the law are longer than in India. But this fact—by itself, I lay 
some stress upon this point—would not necessarily establish a claim on 
the part of the Indian cotton mill industry to protection or safeguarding, 
whichever term may be used. There are two points which would then 
have to be considered. One of them would be the period of work which 
was conducive to the greatest efficiency. That is a matter in which per¬ 
haps in India we are somewhat backward ; but it has been proved in other 
countries and in other industries that long hours of work do not neces¬ 
sarily lead to the largest output or the most economical output. The 
Tariff Board, in one passage of their Report drew attention to the fact 
that in some upcouxtlry mills the limitation of hour’s to ‘ ten per shift ’ had 
resulted sometimes in no decrease in the output, and in some cases had 
actually been followed by an increase in the output. The second point 
is this. If the question of the number of hours of work were raised in¬ 
evitably the whole question as to the' wages paid would have to be 
examined. On page 115 of their Report the Tariff Board gave a tabular 
statement showing the wages paid in Japanese cotton mills. Assuming 
that the figures that the Tariff Board gave were comparable with the 
figures we have of the wages paid in Indian mills, there is no question at 
all that the Japanese wages are substantial^ higher. On the other 
hand there are reports—by an American Tariff' Commission, I think— 
which suggests that the figures of wages in the Japanese mills may not 
be strictly comparable to the Indian figures ; that is to say the report 
appears to suggest that the Japanese figures include other items in addi¬ 
tion to the wages proper. That is a matter on which the Government 
have no special information beyond what is available to other Members 
of the House. My point at the moment is to bring out the fact that, if 
the question of longer hours in Japanese cotton mills were raised, before 
any conclusion could be arrived at, it w r ould be necessary also to examine 
the question of the wages paid. That leads me, Mr. President, to come 
to a rather important point. In the Bill it is proposed that the 14 annas 
duty on cotton yarn should have effect up to the 31st of March, 1930, and 
that date is directly connected with another date, namely, the 1st of 
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July, 1929, when, according to the Japanese factory law, night work by- 
women in the cotton mills is to cease. 

The two dates are directly connected and the obvious implication 
is that; once night work by women in the Japanese mills has ceased, 
the need for protecting or safeguarding the manufacture of jrnrn in 
cotton mills in India will have passed away. Now it is conceivable-— 
it is impossible for anybody to say, but it is conceivable—that the' date 
at which night work by women in the Japanese mills is to cease may 
be advanced. It is possible that it may bo decided by the Government 
and Legislature of that country that it is expedient that the change in 
the law should take effect from an earlier date. Obviously' that would 
be a matter which the Government of India would have to take into 
their consideration. Prima facie the necessity for safeguarding or pro¬ 
tection would have passed away. It is impossible of course now to 
say what view the Government of India might take, for their decision 
would have to be guided by all the facts before them, but I think it is 
necessary to draw the attention of the House to the position which 
would exist in the contingency which I have suggested. The position 
would simply be this, that the Government of India would have then 
to decide whether there was any sufficient reason for the continuance 
of the one-and-a-half anna duty, and if they were not satisfied that there 
were adequate reasons they would no doubt have to bring the matter 
before the Legislature. There is, however, one very important fact, 
already in sight, which would have to be taken into account. It was 
not before tlie Tariff Board when they wrote their Report although in 
two or three passages they alluded to the danger. One of them is at 
page 72 of the Report : . > 


“A word should perhaps he added in regard to the imports from China where 
nSi e i 0n f 1 ) 10 ?- are notoriously unsatisfactory. The imports of yarn from China are 
negligible, the highest figure being 399,000 lbs. in 1924-25.” 

Since the Tariff Board wrote their Report there .has been a very 
remarkable change as regards imports from China. During the four 
montns from April to July, 1926, India imported 'from - China 14,000 lbs. 
°. a ? i ex P or ^ e( ^ nearly 7 million lbs. whereas in the months from 

-t pn o duly, 1927, India imported from China nearly 3. million lbs. 
and exported only 170,000 lbs. Now, that is a swing-over ih the trade 
^ ^ Bullion lbs. in a ' period of 4 months. Quite obviously 
‘” e ,T an ? important fact. ’ Therefore, if the particular difficulty 
u ‘ p' ' e work of women in .the Japanese mills were removed, 

A M , nl Dmeirt ,°. 3: ^ u dia in considering what course of action they 
' 11( v . e t v °uld a lso have to weigh carefully what action,, if any, was 

Tt. 1- * ln -°i - r to preyent injury to the manufacture of cotton .yarn 
1tlns new source of competition, the Chinese mills. I frankly 

lar’imVnrto 0 f° n t0 e ? me to any certain conclusion as to what these 
arge imports of yarn from China may mean. It mav be a nurelv 

SB SuTemST AS ° f House^e be awa?e7S 

in these dm Lhi u “ C J una have been extremely disturbed, and 
Chinese milk Ins' hT batu cal on^et. for the production of the 
they mav have found obstructe d, and m order to keep going at all 
the Indian market at -n “ecessarj- to get rid of part of their output in 
raaTket ,®t sacrificial prices.. If s 9 , if,that is the explanation. 
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then with the restoration of more settled conditions in China one might 
expect that these abnormal imports would pass away. That, however, 
is a matter for the future. But here there are two points. In the first 
place, at the present moment the need for safeguarding the manufac¬ 
ture of cotton yarn in India as against Chinese imports exists : whe¬ 
ther it will continue to exist we do not know, but it exists at the pre¬ 
sent moment. In the second place, when the time comes—it may not 
come until the 31st March, 1930, or it may come earlier, we do not know ; 
but when it comes and the Government of India have to consider whe¬ 
ther it is necessary to continue to safeguard or to protect the manu¬ 
facture of cotton yarn in India, there is at any rate this to be said 
that, as between China and India, there is no trade agreement or con¬ 
vention corresponding to the trade agreement between India and 
Japan, and therefore in that matter India will have a freer hand. 

This question of the competition from China brings me to what 
after all was the subject which chiefly engaged the attention of the 
Select Committee and which I am sure is the aspect of the case which 
is chiefly engaging the minds of Members of this House. The proposal 
•of the Government of India that the 5 per cent, duty on cotton yarn 
should be subject to a specific minimum of \\ annas a lb. raises the 
question how will this duty affect the interests of the handloom weaver. 
Now in this matter the facts are pretty plain. Of the total quantity 
of yarn used by the handloom weaver in India much the greater part 
is produced by the Indian mills. He uses of course a certain amount of 
imported yam, but still the fact remains that quite five-sixths of the 
yarn he uses is produced not abroad but in India. Now if this duty 
that is proposed has auy effect at all, it must have the effect of rnakiug 
the price of cotton yarn in India higher than it otherwise would be. To the 
extent that it does so it will benefit the' cotton mills by raising the 
price of what they sell, and similarly, to the extent that it does so, it 
will do something to weaken the position of the handloom weaver by 
making dearer what he buys. That is the plain fact of the ease and no 
kind of ingenuity can get round it. Therefore it is one of those cases 
of a conflict of interests referred to by the Fiscal Commission in which 
a decision has to be arrived at after considering both the interests con¬ 
cerned. I endeavoured, when I moved that this Bill should be referred 
to Select Committee, to adduce those circumstances which, in the view 
of the Government of India, justified the belief that the effect on the 
handloom industry would not be very serious. 

I 'do not wish to weary the House by treading again and again the 
same ground, hut I think I ought briefly to recall the main points. In 
Hie first place'there are the higher counts, that is, every thing above 40s., 
■or at any rate above 50s. As regards those the effect of the duty must 
'be very small. "When you get to the really high counts, the 14 anna duty 
is less than 5 per cent, and obviously therefore it cannot raise the price. 
“When you. come a little lower down to the counts between 60s. and 40s., 
-the increase in the price will he quite small. As far as I can make out 
from the figures in the trade returns, between 50s. and 60s., the 14 an na 
-duty would not be much more than 6 per’cent, and between 40s. and 50s. 
perhaps 7 per cent. Therefore, as regards these counts, the effect on 
“the handloom industry cannot be very appreciable. Then, as regards 
Hie lower counts, that is, the counts below 30s. I endeavoured to show 
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that there were good reasons for thinking. that the price could not rise 
very much,' hut for a different reason. In' this case the* reason , is that the 
internal competition between the Indian mills in these lower counts is 
so severe—thfe total imports being only about 2 millions lbs. a year—that 
in all probability any rise in price which the duty might bring about 
would almost instantly be checked by an increase in the Indian pro¬ 
duction, which would bring down the price again. Finally, there are 
what we call the medium counts, from 31s. to 40s. ; and here I said that 
it seemed likely that the duty might raise the price of the yarn by almost 
the full amount of the duty. It is in respect of these counts'that the Indian 
cotton mills stand to gain and, to a limited extent, the hahdloom weaver 
stands to lose. Now the House will have to come to a decision on this 
Bill which is more in the national interest, namely, whether' protec¬ 
tion or safeguarding should be given to the manufacturer of cotton 
yarn in India, or whether the interests of the handloom weaver should 
be regarded as paramount and should prevail. The Chinese competi¬ 
tion is of some importance in this connection and for this reason. As 
regards these lower counts of yarn nothing has been more' remark¬ 
able in recent years than the decrease in the imports of such yarn .from 
Japan. Japanese yarn of the lower counts has almost'been driven out 
of the market by the Indian yarn. Hitherto, I am given to understand, 
the imports from China have, been mainly of the medium: counts ; but 
the latest information we have received is that the import;of .the lower 
counts of yam from China is now beginning •; and if it is a ease in which 
the Chinese mills have to get rid of a part of their output at almost 
any pride, then the competition with the -Indian mills will become much 
more serious, because it will be direct competition in the, eonnts of yarn 
in which the Indian mills are chiefly interested. That is an additional 
reason which I did not bring out, and which, I,was hardly in .a position 
to bring out fully when I addressed this House,;oa-this t subject. It 
may be that this increase in the imports .from 'China may.become a 
serious matter, and therefore there is the more-reason for adopting the 
proposal in this Bill in order to safeguard the Indian cotton mills.-- 


Now, there are one or two other matters which I think the .House 
ought to take, into account in coming to .their .decision. In the first 
place under a system of ad valorem duties, when /the, price goes up, tlie 
u y goes up too, and so the burden on the' consumer' and the burden 
on le handloom weaver under a system of that kind would' steadily 
mciease with the rise in price. But that is not-so ,under the, proposals 
m toe Bill, because the duty which is intended, to protect.;the industry 
is-a .specific duty which remains the same; whatever,.-the. price of the 
. s „ 1U1 S® are th e world to-day, the main, factor, which affects 
^ ® e v G°°ds.’generally, is the. price off .raw cotton. - It is 
in +i?i • ^ + fficult to forecast what may be the future-course of prices 

durina theTas?^^ J ther - e wo ? ld be general- agreement that 

bedrocP Tt u r ^ months prices, have-been .down very nearly to 
industry over fu' Cn & \ P eriod of great difficulty, for the ; cotton- mill 
in an upward and nnr ^ ^ and-the next change in price, is likely to be 
by the^enort? wbicl u a ' io ^ mvard diction. -That belief is-.confirmed 
AmeSanSon clhave ;r been, received,,as to : the condition of the 

because .that as -the: ;factor •; which, govern? the 
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price of raw cotton all over the world. ' It would be' entirely unsafe 
to prophesy, but such indications as there are point in the direction 
that some,-increase in the price of cotton, and consequently of cotton 
goods, is likely to occur. Now, when that occurs, the result will be 
at once to diminish the difference between' the 5 per cent, duty and the’ 
14 anna duty, and consequently any burden that may be inflicted 
upon the handloom industry, would be reduced automatically ; whereas 
on \he other hand, since the duty on cotton piecegoods remains at 11 
per cent, ad valorem, the 11 per cent, duty would go up with the increase 
in the price. Therefore, the burden on the handloom’industry, such 
as it is, will be greatest as things are at present and will diminish with 
any increase in price. The other point of which I should like the, 
House to'take account in arriving at their decision is this. After all,’ 
does not the demand that no additional burden should be thrown on 
the handloom weaver amount very nearly to this, that whatever the 
cause is of the present low price of yarn, even if it is due to industrial 
conditions which are clearly undesirable, such as the employment of 
women by night in cotton mills— but whatever the cause of the low 
price, yet the interests of the handloom weaver are to prevail over 
everything else ? Surely that is rather an extreme position for Mem¬ 
bers of this House to take up. I think when "the question of prices 
comes up—and admitting the desirability as I fully do that handloom 
weavers should get their yarn as cheap as possible—I do think that in 
a case of that kind it is legitimate to examine the cause of the low 
price, and if the low price is due to some abnormal and undesirable 
cause, it will be perfectly justifiable for the House to come to the con¬ 
clusion that it was not in the national interest that for this very special 
reason that the handloom weavers should continue to get their yarn 
at a price which was‘lower than the price at which the Indian mills 
could produce it. 1 

I will not, Mr. President, weary the House longer on, this question. 
I have said that the House has to arrive at ,a decision after considering 
all that can be urged on the one hand as to the necessity of safeguard¬ 
ing or protecting the manufacturer of cotton yarn in‘India against com¬ 
petition from other countries Which is regarded "as'unfair and also 
what is to be said on the other hand as to the interests of the hand¬ 
loom weavers, a very important class in the community as the Govern¬ 
ment are the first to admit. I have given the reasons, Mr. President, 
which led the Government of India to the conclusion that in this case 
the interests of the cotton mills ; ought to prevail. I would not ask 
this House to decide the question except under a deep sense of respon¬ 
sibility and after weighing all that can be said on both sides. But I 
' do, on behalf of the Government of India, quite distinctly ask them to 
accept the view I have tried to 1 put before them, • namely, that in this 
case it is expedient in the national interest that the r manufacturer of 
cotton yarn in India should be safeguarded. -Sir, I move. , 

' Mr. K, C. Neogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, 
I ri^e to perform an-unpleasant duty, -and that is to move the dilatory 
motion that stands in my name, namely, that the Bill be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinions thereon. 

Mr. President : Under what Standing Order does the Honourable 
Member wish to make that motion ? 
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Mr, K. 0. Neogy : Sir, Standing Order No. 44, clause 2, which says 
that :. • , ... ... - - ■ . . .. ■ ; 

“If the Member in charge "moves that the Bill be taken into' consideration, any 
Member may move as an amendment that the Bill be recom m itted or re-circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting further opinions thereon.” . 

As tliis Bill was never circulated in tlie beginning, I think' *it is necessary 
in the interests of the English language to say that the Bill be circulated 
for eliciting further opinions thereon. 1 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is entitled to make a 
motion for recirculation. When a motion is made that the Bill be taken 
into consideration, any Member is entitled to make a motion that the Bill, 
be circulated for eliciting opinions thereon, hut when the Bill comes , hack 
from the Select Committee and a motion is made that the Bill, as reported 
by the Select Committee, he taken into consideration, the only motion that 
is permissible is for recirculation and not for circulation. 


Mr. K. C. Neogy : I think if it is permissible to make a motion that 
the Bill be recirculated in case the Bill has once been circulated before, I 
think it would be common sense. , • 

Mr. President : Common sense and law do not always go together. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : I quite agree, but, Sir, circumstances that were 
not existent before might have arisen which would justify the circulation 
of the Bill after it is reported by the Select Committee. Sir, in this parti¬ 
cular instance, I shall show that such a circumstance has arisen which had 
not existed before. 


That .is common sense. But what is the Standing 


o d ^* res ^ en ^ : bs He Honourable Member arguing the point of 

+1 . ^‘ H Neogy : Yes, Sir. I should like to draw the, attention of 

m ^ o T u ®’ and your attention, in particular, Sir, to the recommendation 
Committee that an inquiry should he undertaken' into 
tbc working of His measure after six months. That. 
haS a / JS ! n fo . r tlle fir . st time on He Report, of the Select 
n-n mm * J m y contention is that if.you are' alive to the necessity of 
with iT? 7 S1X m ° ntllS hence ’ ' wll y not mate the inquiry now and be done 

Mr. President 
Order ? . 

of the Stoirhn^rwT " are disposed to take a strict viev 

stands in my name. ^ * WOuld llke to 'moye the alternative motion that 

lenrae lefcS IgWoZy 1 . SMi » 

■general < ST the" fa r nSn° e rg OrfeTUi7 01lld Sir > that tb < 

is to be circulated, t Ppear to b ® Hat, if a Bill 

to the Select Committee + That wonl^T+b' 7 b ® made before its reference 
culation. If that motion is not thne to move for cir- 

Select Committee without snbstaS? and , lf tbe Hill returns from the 

that any. motion to circulate is * tben 1 would submit 

circulate is out • qf . time, because it should have been 
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quite properly .made at an earlier stage. I would also submit, Sir, that 
in the Standing Order the phrase ‘ ‘ recirculation ’ ’ means recirculation, 
and that the case contemplated is that when a Bill has been circulated once 
and then sent to the Select Committee and substantial amendments have 
been made, it is fair to take another opportunity of obtaining public opinion 
on the Bill. I w ould submit. Sir, therefore, that the motion proposed is not 
in order. 

Mr, K. G. Neogy : In the present instance, I think an amendment 
has been made which, even in the opinion of the Government, is of a sub¬ 
stantial character, and that is the change in the Preamble of the Bill to 
, which reference was made by the Honourable Member in charge of the 
Bill. Even on that view I submit there is every ground for circulating 
the Bill. 

'The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Leader of the House) : Sir, I am 
very much in sympathy with my Honourable colleague Sir George Rainy’s 
view, that recirculation means recirculation. It seems to me that when the 
author of these rules was drafting them, if he meant recirculation to include 
circulation, lie should have said so. The point could have been met by 
saying that the Bill be circulated or re-circulated, as the ease may be, and 
not that the Bill be .recirculated. On the other hand, Sir, I should not 
like to be absolutely sure in my own rniud that the author of these regula¬ 
tions was so all-wise and all-farseeing that he anticipated the ingenuity of 
Mr. Neogy and other Members, and I think, Sir, in my view there is 
obviously room ( for doubt whether the intention of the rule should be 
regarded as fhe exclusion of a possibility of a motion for circulation when 
a Bill has not been previously circulated. At the same time, 1 am hound to 
say that in the interests of Government and the expedition of business, it 
seems to me that it is somewhat undesirable to create a precedent under 
which once the Government have cscax>ed the circulation of their Bill at the 
proper stage, they should be liable to .the danger of having it circulated 
after it has come back from the Select Committee, unless there is some 
obvious change which'might alter the situation, in which case it should 
probably withdraw 1 the Bill and introduce it again. I would, therefore, 
suggest, Sir, that you should, if possible, avoid a ruling on the subject and 
allow Mr. Neogy to move his second motion. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, the greater includes the less. When it is said in the Standing Orders 
°that the House has authority to allow a recirculation, even when there has 
been a circulation before it was committed to the Select Committee, it 
would include the' right on the part of the House to ask for a circulation 
of the Bill. The recirculation is an emphatic way of stating that even 
though it had been circulated once before, it can be circulated again. Of 
course, we know that language is employed in Statutes which has no 
emphatic meaning sometimes, and certainly the word “ recirculation ” 
includes circulation in the context, and having regard to the spirit and 
purpose of the Standing Order, the right on the part of the House to allow 
the circulation to be made must be acceded to. 

’ Mr. M. S. Aney (Ber’ar Representative) : I think, Sir, the strict inter¬ 
pretation which some Honourable Members are trying to put upon it will 
land us in a strange legal difficulty. It is tantamount to introducing a 
new rule of interpretation..' I think.that the ordinary rule is that we are 
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not to presume a rule of estoppel unless itiis expressly provided for. As no 
such, express rule has been provided for, we’'should not be justified 'in 
assuming that the right of Members of this House’to inove for circulation 
is altogether gone, or that they are estopped from moving for circulation 
after the Bill comes back from the Select Committee. That sort of estoppel 
cannot be presumed unless it 'lias been expressly provided for. On that 
ground also, I think the interpretation put upon the rule by. Mr. Neogy is 
very reasonable. ■■•••, . _ , ■ 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions; Non- 
l P M Muhammadan) V Sir; may 1 just point out' a thing or 

two in connection with this motion ? "■ ' • ; ' - 

Mr. President ; I think on- the whole I.should be disposed to agree 
with the Honourable the Leader of the. House' and give the benefit of the 
doubt to Mr. Neogy. ^ - - • • . '' 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy ; Sir,' I am very thankful to you for having given 
me the benefit of ^the doubt,' but the alternative amendment which stands 
in mv name would have been quite as good or. quite as bad as the one I 
am moving, so it does not at all affect the position whether I am permitted 
to move this oi the next. Sir, it seems to me there is a sort of misappre- 
hension as regards my attitude towards the cotton industry, and that is 
due to certain observations * which I made*. ♦ / ■ - 

rnnti^\?n 0 wr able m ir .? e °x r ^ e Ma >' * USk, Sir, Which Of liis 

motions the Honourable Member is moving ? 1 ‘ 

nnf 5* C - ^eogy : I. am moving .the one that I have moved, ' I did 

hension that 1 waut to remove any such misappre- 

hody outside Sir what ° f any Member oftbi s House or any- 

that wiwri iw ip.’ .i. a i f intended to convey on,the last occasion was 

the cotton textile " 0 „ C0U ^. Kkr tb ® question of giving protection to 

to find the solution f n ?y ? •^ n f. 2 S|should remember that here we have 
ana that the eSnw eertam .Jfficu ties which fac'e Bombay particularly 
quite the SrcumstonS % ? U ? h has to contend'are not 

are faced • and in^eeV V ' 1 + ^ mills in the other parts of India 

reminded nf " seekin S to draw this distinction I was particularly 

cerned, it Is also cbmnetHin^ a | >an ’ S °i ^ as t le Bombay mills are con-. 
got to be taken inb“ onside^B oT ?Bombay that-also lias 
the principle that a that - « we had to concede 

section of 1 the^industrv-Ss^^ mdturtty-it may be a very important 
finds it difficult to stand nnm™+-r° Projected not merely because it 
cause it finds it difficult +n n l pet [ tlon from, a foreign country but also be- 
the country, I thought competition from certain, other parts of 

ta difficulty 

prolection against the rest of Indta r™ 1 S*? 11 ? T 8 *** 1 ask £or ' 

made it quite clear that so far a, +Le AT? ■ 1 ma f e these observations I 
concerned, I wan not prepared to V"** » wore 

counted on for oup port for tMs 




4013 


TEN INDIAN TARIFF (COTTON YARN AMENDMENT) BILL. 

to the- members of the Select Committee when the last motion was made. 

’ On the present occasion I do hot propose to oppose this Bill outright, and 
I have taken care to so frame my amendment as to enable me tjo ]plead for 
further time for consideration of this very important matter. Sir, the 
Honourable Member in charge stated this morning that, while we take into 
consideration the case of the mill industry, we must at the same time give 
’careful attention to what it might mean to the handloom industry. It is 
a question of preference,—whether we are prepared to protect the Bombay 
mill industry at the expense of the handloom industry in India. I think 
the whole question boils down to that. It has been admitted by the Report 
of the Select Committee that) this measure will certainly affect the position 
of-the handloom industry. The question is as to what, is the extent to 
which it will be affected. Before we come to that, Sir, I want to .point 
out that, so far as the number of people who are interested in either of 
these industries is concerned, if numbers are to influence our judgment in 
any t way, then certainly our judgment should go in favour of the hand¬ 
loom industry. It has been pointed out that the Bombay mill hands num¬ 
ber about a lakh and a half, and I think the total number of mill hands 
in India is about 3,68,000 or thereabouts. When we come to consider the 
number of handlooms, we find that the number given in the last Census 
Report was somewhat in the neighbourhood of 20 lakhs of handlooms. 
But this number did not take into aefeount handlooms in certain provinces 
and in certain Indian States, so that we do not know exactly what the num¬ 
ber of handlooms in India is, but it is safe to put'the figure at somewhere 
near 25 lakhs. And it has been asserted by men who have made a study 
of this question thah even on a modest computation, the handloom 
supports over 60 lakhs of people. So when we come to consider the nijm- 
ber of people who are affected by this measure we find we have a lakh and 
a half, or even more if you like, 2 lakhs or 3 lakhs at the most, and on the 
other hand we have the interests of 60 lakhs of people. Then, Sir, we 
find that the Select Committee was at pains to point out that inasmuch 
as we are putting up the import duty on yam of particular counts only, 
the effect of that increase in the duty, entailing as it will an increase in 
the price of yarn, will be to effect an additional cost of about 12 lakhs a 
year. I will read about one or two passages on this point from the Report 
of the Select Committee. They say : 

“It is possible that the price may be raised to the full extent of the difference 
between the anna duty and the 5 per cent. duty. In that case the additional cost 
is estimated to be Ks. 12 lakhs a year. But the yam of counts from 31s. to 40s. is 
probably not more than 10 per cent, of the total yarn consumption of the handloom 
weavers, and the additional cost spread over their whole output would not seriously 
affect them. ’ ’ ® 

Sir, I am very much afraid that my Honourable friend, Sir George Rainy, 
and also the Select Committee overlooked the considered observation made 
by the Tariff Board at page 39 of their Report (paragraph 20) on this sub¬ 
ject. This is what they say, while dealing with the question as to whether 
the price of the Japanese yarn as between these, two counts does affect the 
price of other counts as well : 

“ In view of the fact that there is a definite relative value between the prices 
of the various counts of yarn sold and that a fall in the price of yarn of counts 309 . 
or 40 . 9 . therefore affects the price of all other counts in a varying degree.... ’ ’ 

There the Tariff Board was dealing with the question of a fall in price 
affecting sympathetically the price of other counts. Here we have a con¬ 
verse case : the question as to whether when there is a rise in price of these 
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particular counts', the price of other counts -will also‘be affected sympathe : 
tieally or not." That is a point, Sir, -which I submit has been overlooked by 
the Select Committee, and I therefore say that they were under-estimating 
the prejudicial effect which this measure will have oh the handloom 
industry. Sir, the Select Committee further made the observation 

“ We recognise the difficulties Which always exist in forecasting the exact effect 
of an increase in duty, and we consider that the actual effect on the handloom industry 
should be watched. We recommend, therefore, that the Government should be asked to 
address Local Governments on the subject, desiring them to have special inquiries made 
and to, report on the subject six'months after the passage of the Bill into law. ’ 

Sir, I do riot know why it is that the 'Committee fixed the 1 period at six 
months. We find here‘that the Committee are • absolutely uncertain as 
to the effect which this increase in the price'of yarn will have on the 
handloom industry. 1 If, therefore, it'is their desire to ascertain'exactly 
the effect of the enhanced duty, 'it'is quite conceivable that six months 
will he too Short a period or too long a period. r So far as we know and 
as we can imagine, the immediate effect of our discussions in this House 
will be, if it has not been already, to lead to a' larger import of yam 
from abroad, so as to obviate the enhanced duty that we are discussing. 

1 he result will be that for some time to come perhaps there'will be a 
cqnsiderabie additional quantity of 'yarn available in the country which 
Je affected by the enhanced duty, and if its price does not rise 
on , account, it may be that the effect of this enhancement of duty will 
not- be felt to the fullest extent within the nfext six months. - If, therefore, 
thpnr^fn^i propose to Avait f° r a little while more,'that is to say, enlarge' 

sffd^fvI®* 1 l m( ! ntlls > what is likel y to be the effect ? ' As has been 
aid by Mr. Aoyce when he put some questions to a witness' : 1 ' 

,’W th « "V * 

^ That, was the question he put to the witness : ’ ' . 

“ Would it not be hit immediately and possibly with fatal results ? ”, 

put -th® questSnf 6ed the priceof clbth ™11 go up. Then Mr. Noyce- 

sumption may P oint is that the restriction of con- 

handloom industry than in +hn "nth more direful results in. the case of the 

be prepared' to put un xrith ^ mil1 ^dustty.. The mill industry- might, 

lasting benefit, but the haLinn^f h° f ■ conEUm l»«»? xn the hope of an ultimate 
along.” ’ ° Ut thc ^ndloom industTy might-be ’dead before the benefit came 

a • 

I * ' r 

were to prolonwdhp . m igkt<be; dead if the Government 

dead, as appreliendeif ln^rr°% ma an ^ + thlS - 1 1 nquiry- If not altogether. 
Therefore, I say. Sir if.xim V ^°yce,' itmight.,be. seriously affected., • 
carefully, (on vour ’owm ^™;L-' eaUy anklous to l°°k into the.matter more 
for the purpose of confirm to n rilu \ ° u lia 7® not got materials, sufficient 
f° undertake an inquirv before x-n ni ^ e decision,-on the point), you ought 
form. .So far with regard to this^o^^^ ° n Trieasure of tariff re- 

hav e been selected.for'ln^neredse'oT+b‘'V ^ ese particular counts, 
them. But to.my mind thereis n dl}ty ' lam no * g°Wg to.repeat 
' ‘ there is , perhaps one, ground which, has ,not been 
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SO far touched upon, and that is to be. found on page 36 of the Tariff 
Board’s Report. The Tariff Board here,point out that : 

“an almost-equally striking feature, has keen .the gain of, Japan at the expense 
of the'United Kingdom in counts 31s. to 40s. U ~ l . 

Sir, I do not know whether it. will he fair on my part to give expression 
to any suspicion that I may have iii rtiy mind as to the reason that induced 
my Honourable friend Sir George Rainy to select these particular counts 
for an enhancement of duty. Certainly the Tariff Board never recom¬ 
mended that protective action should be confined only, to counts between 
31s. and 40s.. I do not know whether he had any personal feeling about 
it, whether in selecting these counts, he wanted to have a sort of retaliation 
on behalf of - .Great , Britain. Sir, the Textile Mercury, a well-known 
technical journal, dated May 30th, 1925, has the following rather signifi¬ 
cant observation : • - 

“ A suggestion has been inade in Lancashire recently that India should be urged 
to put up a tariff against Japan with the idea of benefiting the Lancashire cotton 
industry. ” ' ‘ : • 

Sir, this was followed by the visit of a very prominent millowner of 
Bombay to England, and • I' have seen rather, uncharitable observations 
made as to the object of his visit there and as to the nature of the con¬ 
versations he is supposed to have had with the Lancashire people. • I have 
no intention to peer behind the scene on'the • present ‘ occasion, but 1 the 
result of all .these negotiations and agitation for'the protection of-the mill 
industry has taken the shape of a proposal to raise the import duty-on 
certain kinds of yarn in regard to which England has got a very legiti¬ 
mate grievance against Japan. I will not say anything more on . the 
subject. '. • - 

• . Sir, it has been said by the Honourable Member in charge this 
morning—it was said by some other Members also on a previous occasion— 
that we must pay sufficient regard to the national importance of. this 
industry. I will be the last person to under-rate the national importance 
of such an industry, as the cottoh textile industry of India. But, Sir, _ 
when an appeal is made to our patriotic sentiments, can we not ask the 
millowners to observe that rule “ Do unto others as' you'would be done 
by ? What has their attitude been in regard' to other industries of 
India ? My Honourable friend Mr; Das oh the last occasion made a com¬ 
plaint that the Bombay mill industry had done little or nothing to 
promote sister industries—allied industries—industries on which they 
depend for the carrying on of their own business. Here I have an instance 
in which they have, been very, negligent of the interests.of another great 
national industry in India. The industry to which I am going to refer 
has also' been suffering on account of unfair competition' from another 
country. May I not expect my friends from ’ Bombay, my millowner 
friends, to have a little more sympathy for another struggling industry 
of India ? Sir, telegrams were sent to the members of the Select Com¬ 
mittee from the Indian Mining Federation referring to an instance in 
which the Bombay mill industry, or a particular firm of Bombay mill- 
owners, went in for a large indent, of bounty-fed .South African coal'in 
spite of the fhct that cheaper coal was available' to, it. Sir, that message 
came from an interested party, but here I hold in my hand the comment 
of a recognised commercial journal .conducted by Europeans, I mean the 
Commerce, dated the 3rd-September, 1927., This is what it. says,.:, • 

‘ ‘ During the past fortnight there has been no business of any importance reported 
except that a series of cargoes of Natal coal amounting to about 50,000 tons in tho 
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aggregate have been fixed for delivery up to'June 1928, -’find that Messrs. Currimbhoy 
Ebrahim and Sons have accepted Natal Northern Navigation coal, 1,500 tons per 
month, the reported price being Rs. 27 per ton c. i. f.,•.•which mean's about Its. *18-3 at 
the present rate of exchange and adding landing and delivery and charges, and im¬ 
port duty it brings the cost delivered to about Rs. 22-9.' ' .' 

• “ Now we know.” - - -■ • • • > 


this is how' the paper proceeds : >■ • ■ • - • ■ 

“ .... they were offered Selected Grade 14 seam Jherria railborne at a price which 
would mean, delivered, weighed and stacked at mills, about Its. 21-4 per ton. What 
then is to'be said when an Indian industry will pay over Re.- 1 per ton more for foreign 
coal rather than support its own country ’s coal industry ? And further, it. is a. well- 
known fact that railborne coal is always in nvucli better condition than,is tlie. case with 
seaborne. However, there is the fact, and this market has to contemplate at any rate 
for the next eight or mine months, the competition of roughly 6,000 tons per month cer¬ 
tain of coal which should by all means have come from India’s collieries, instead of 
from Africa. ” 


Are we not entitled to expect fair play even from the Bombay millowners ? 

Sir, there is one other point which 1 desire to mention, and, that: arises 
in connection with the effect that our discussions .have already produced 
in Japan. I do not hold any brief for Japan. If we find that our industry 
is being hit on account of unfair, competition from any foreign country, 
I should be the first man to support any sound proposal foi* a fair amount 
of protection to be given to that industry against unfair. .competition, 
having regard, of course, to the interests of other home industries and 
the interests of the consumer. I do not, however, make light’ of the 
apprehensions that are crossing my mind of an impending economic war 
between two great Asiatic people. I have seen observations ,ih the press 
v lien make me fear that our apprehensions, may not prove altogether, 
groundless. It is said that a Tariff Enquiry Committee'is about to sit in 

+ i V '?i. 1 ' Ve - re t0 , akc any liast y action with regard to this matter, 
n have the immediate result of influencing the decisions of-the 
WhJr, 1T l , Jai - an and inducing it to recommend retaliation. 

irT™, r? f retaliation, let us remember' what great' stakes we have 

nerW ™n^ r V rade Wlt 5, Japan ’ Ther . e , is one partiefdar. trade which 
ever‘t?k^ ,!! a ^ y .? ther . may be affeete d adversely if such -retaliation 
consider-+ nd that 15 P^-iron., I warn this House to seriously 

cient regard to the Jf P -i?r+- to rush this measure without, paying suffi- 
cient regard to the possibilities of complications : of a rather'international 

sufficient. ’ savs the mfiVn th&t t ^ 1S - m . casure has satisfied anybody. Not 
*»4 on thetandloom. industry. 


that'before wJ f „i- l „ ii' - A snomit to tins House very, respectfully 

.^>^rati</ii>e should have a, little 
when we find that the issues.that are.involved ; particularly 

sufficient facts to "enable them ^ .themselves are not in- possession of 
what the effect of this legislation v£ y amou nt of. certainty as -to 

these few words I industry. With 

nh? 1 ' for Lunch till Half Past Two ,.f 
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The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 

'Mr,.C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar (Madras ceded districts and Chittoor 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, may I have,your ruling as to whether 
we should confine our remarks to the amendment moved by Mr. Neogy 
or discuss the whole matter. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member might go on until he is 
asked to stop. 

Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : Sir, I rise to make an appeal to this 
House on behalf of the handloom weavers, and in so doing I feel no 
hesitation in opposing the motion made by the Honourable Sir George 
Rainy. Sir, it seems to me that I cannot congratulate the Honourable 
Sir George Rainy on this inauspicious inauguration of his administra¬ 
tion of the Commerce Department by laying his sword primarily upon 
the poor handkom t weaver. Sir, we have often heard it said, and there 
is no doubt that the Government' in India has gained notoriety for 
carrying on the administration on the' policy of divide et impem, but we 
thought it was confined only to other matters and not to industry and 
commerce. But to-day, Sir, the Honourable Sir George Rainy is in¬ 
augurating his regime by dividing one part of an industry against another 
by separating the handloom weavers from the millowners and making 
them fight with each other. Sir, this Bill is, and for the matter of that 
there always is, a frequent prayer for protection on behalf of the mill- 
owners of Bombay. So much so that I have often felt that this Assembly 
is fast becoming tbe millowners’ association. The present agitation is 
made soon after the protection that has been granted to the millowners 
even to the prejudice of the handloom weavers in this country by the 
removal of the cotton excise duty. That, Sir, was operating as a big 
protection wall against the poor handloom weavers in this country, and „ 
upon some big political issue they raised a hue and cry over that matter * 
and got the cotton excise duty, abolished. Sir, I must frankly make a 
confession- to this House that 1 in voting for it I voted against my con¬ 
science. Sit, I may point out to this Assembly that there are' three 
classes of millowners. There are 'mills which are purely spinning mills, 
there are mills which are purely weaving mills, and there are mills which 
are combined spinning and weaving mills. Of the 274 mills in this 
country 50 per cent, are in Bombay while the rest are scattered all over 
the country. But of these, Sit, the purely spinning mills are 50 in num¬ 
ber, the purely weaving mills are 23 in'number and the combined mills 
„ are 201 in number. Of these three classes, Sir, the class which is most 
affected and which is most clamouring at the present time, stating that 
they are in a very depressed condition, that they are dying, that they 
are in the last agonies of death—all these groans proceed more or less 
from the first class, the purely spinning mills. So far as the purely 
weaving mills are concerned, tliey stand more or less on the footing of 
the handloom weavers, and they do not mind whether such protection is 
granted or not, because they have to depend for their yarn upon other 
mills or upon imports. And so far as the combined spinning and weav¬ 
ing mills are concerned, they are mills which make use of all the yarn 
which they can spin and they cannot, “therefore, be put to serious 'diffi¬ 
cult}^ . Therefore, it appears to me, Sir^ that the whole clamour is pro¬ 
ceeding ffom 50 millowners who have got purely spinning, mills. If 
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instead of clamouring like this and trying, to kill the handloom weavers, 
they only added looms to their mills all this crying would have vanished. 
But, Sir, we are not concerned with what they might have. done.. We-are 
faced with what they are at present' doing.. Now, Sir, I come to the 
handlooms. The Honourable Sir George Rainy raised the question which 
is the national industry of this country, the handlooms or the mills ? 
But hot feeling sure of his ground he ,evaded giving an answer,to it him¬ 
self. Sir, I will tell him that the national industry of this country, is the 
handloom industry. It is the most ancient, industry of,this country! It 
is the industry which is protecting the largest' class of poor'people in 
this country. It is the cottage industry above all others of India, * Sir, 
are you going to apply the term “ national industry ” to this handloom 
industry or are you going to apply it to the mills, whose owners get all 
their stores from England and who contribute but a small portion of 
their work for the manufacture of cloth in their looms ?' Is that the, 
national industry or is this cottage industry national ? ' If this cottage 
industry is the national industry, then I have no doubt that Sir George 
Rainy would not have said that it is. an extreme proposition to protect 
the handloom weavers in spite of the depression' in' the mills. I am 
sure he would not call it too extreme a proposition’if only he had con¬ 
sidered the true definition of a .national.industry and understood that 
S* ^n<Uoom weaving industry, is the national industry of , this country. 

• J y t w dn d ^at the statistics in the ease of the handloom weaving 
; S0 c ” £ aIly taken as in the case of the mill industry, 
weavers bes * ows any attention upon the poor handloom 

weavers, and if we refer to figures at all we must take the.last census of 

there P'ivpn C now S1 k years after that... According to the figures 

which I may sn ’ ? ? Ve got 19,38,072 handlooms in this, country, of 
‘there are 4 27 9fi7 hwn 7 m ention the important provinces. In . Assam 

1,64 592 - in Burma 4 7Q ^ 7 °^ •’ T/r 2 > 13 ’ 886 5 i n Bihar and Orissa 

I need not nZiTlh ’!’ 63 ^ 5 m Madras 1,69,403 ; in the’Punjab 2,70,507. 
according to flip v+a+ mailer figures. But,these figures'do not’' give, 
evidence^there^ttie^rare^fov 3 ^ £ Board Report or® the 

vinces, the North-We^t V'm ni;3'v,® on . lbay Presidency, the Central Pro- 
Baluchistan, Kathiawar pin ■ T ^«, VlnCe ’ Mysore State, Kashmir, 
he 20 to 25 lakhs of haridlnn ’ - nd + ^ bey estimate that in all there must 
in the luxuries sit - hl L G ° U ^ y u ^ on whieh depends, not 

3 annas per head the Wnt m S® miU eentres but at the rate of 
not heard’tillTow one Sronl*?• 6 of P. e °P le - Sir, I have 

the period of nearly 4 years ml!t _ bem - s ' Tals , ed ™ this Assembly during 

people, except that one friend n f ex P erier l ce here on behalf of these poor * 
advocated the cause of ^ ? r -3 D ‘ Bel1 of Bombay, who 

^orry I do riot find him WtwfS- 0 ® ln , dusbry . this; Assembly/ ' I am 

this Assembly that he was bv He was .so placed in 

though he was a nominated official Sir ? - tlle non-official block even 
he figures are correct,' that iTS uS 1 w Sa . ld also ’ a P d I am sure 
dene* 0 Iar ge there are 800000 neoSe^i fi Pre f de ncy where the mills 
depend on handlooms Sir’ T no F e ? P li n tbree hundred centres who all 

iwthv “eWy. With le^i“ At ? handloom. weavers 

WM to w“ 3 \.? lr ' that S HoioLwe'^Tf ’° r »«1, 

bestow, his most sympathetic attend' Beor f e Bainy; would dej 
.. , parnetie attention .on : tke condition o£ : the 
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handloom weaver, in the first instance, before he proceeds to hobnob 
with the millowners of Bombay. Sir, what is the treatment that has been 
accorded all along to the handloom weavers in this country ? When the 
millowners wanted to import their machinery and stores they were 
allowed to do it on a duty of 24 per cent. But when the handloom 
weavers wanted to import machinery or tools they had to pay an import 
duty of 15 per cent, till last year. I made some feeble agitation over 
this in the,last Assembly, but my agitation was not favourably treated. 
Luckily, however, Mr. Saklatvala simultaneously raised the same question 
in the House of Commons, and when the British Parliament wanted this 
Government to give an explanation in this connection, then a Bill was 
introduced reducing the duty to 2^ per cent. That is the treatment, so 
far as purchase of stores and tools are concerned, meted out to the hand¬ 
loom weavers. Then, Sir, the import duty on yarn, although it was 
objected to on principle, although it was condemned by the Fiscal Com¬ 
mission, was still imposed at the rate of 5 per cent, for administrative 
-or revenue purposes. Then, Sir, as I have already said, the cotton excise 
duty was abolished. Now, Sir, I would refer this House to a short 
passage in the Fiscal Commission’s Report in which the members of that 
Commission expressed complete sympathy with the condition of the 
handloom weavers. In paragraph 116 of the Report, at page 66, they 
say : 

“ In the course of our tour we received a certain amount of evidence in Tegard 
to the principle of a duty on cotton yam, some witnesses advocating it as a measure 
of protection to the Indian spinning industry, while others pointed out the ill effects 
which they anticipated any such duty would produce on' the handloom industry. In 
the current year's budget, however, the Government of India, impelled by the necessi¬ 
ties of the financial situation, proposed the imposition of a duty at the rate of 5 por 
cent., ad valorem, on imported cotton yam. The proposal was accepted and passed 
by the Legislature. "We feel that we are not in a position to pfonouncc any definite 
opinion regarding the propriety of this duty. Rut we recommend strongly that in 
view’ of the fact that the duty has "been imposed without, as far as we are aware, any 
detailed enquiry into its possible effects on the interests concerned, and that in accord¬ 
ance with our general principle that no duty should be imposed on a partly manu¬ 
factured article like cotton yam until the effect has been carefully analysed by the Tariff 
Board, the question of the continuance of the duty on cotton, yam should be referred 
at any early date for investigation and Teport by the Tariff Board. The evidence 
which we received from thoso interested in the maintenance of the handloom. industry 
was that the great bulk of imported yam is consumed by the handlooms, that the ris*e 
in the cost of the cloth which would result from a duty on yam was likely to affect 
the demand for the product of the handloom, and that it was even probable that the 
handloom weavers, owing to their ill-OTganised condition, might not be abie to pass on 
the whole of the duty by raising the price of, their cloth, and therefore the duty would 
to some extent have to he paid directly out of theiT own pockets. This, it was felt, 
would constitute a heavy burden on a poor class with small resources. It was further 
UTged that in the coarser qualities of goods the handloom weaver is in direct competi¬ 
tion with the Indian power looms, and that a duty on yam would confer a clear ad¬ 
vantage on the power looms. The weaving mills for the most, "part obtain their yarn 
fiom their own spinning departments, and consequently the cost of the yam which 
they use will not be affected by the import duty. The handloom weavers on the other 
hand, having to purchase yarn in the market, will undoubtedly have to pay a price 
which takes into account the import duty, whether they purchase imported or Indian 
made yarn. The Tariff Board will have to examine the validity of these contentions 
and also the question whether any duty on cotton yam is required for protective pur¬ 
poses, for though the present duty has been imposed by the Government purely in order 
to raise revenue, the advocates of the duty regard it with satisfaction as a measure of 
protection.' ’ 

But, Sir, what has been done by the Government of India since the im¬ 
position of the 5 per cent, duty 1 Did they take the advice of the Fiscal 
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Commission ? No. . But. then a chance occurred to-, them and the Tariff 
Board had to go through the whole question and had'to give their 
opinion. But with what courtesy,is the Tariff Board’s Report treated 
by the Government 1 They brush aside most unceremoniously the 
recommendation made by the. majority report of the'-Tariff Board. The 
Honourable Sir George Rainy at least, who has had "some experience 
with a Tariff Board, and to whom it was one. of the rungs of his ladder, 
should not now kick it. X would’therefore request the. Honourable Sir 
George Rainy to look upon the Tariff Board’s Report as more valuable 
than the clamour which has encircled him since the Report was made. 
And what does the Tariff Board Report say with reference to the levy 
of an import duty on yarn ? At page 175, they say : • " • ' 

“ The majority of us consider, however, that the imposition of any additional 
duty on yarn is, undesirable in view of the effect that tins would have on.the handloom 
industry which in 1925-26, according to the figures given in Appendix IV, supplied 
about 26 per cent, of the total consumption of cloth in India. It was represented to' 
us by many witnesses, including some Directors of Industries, that the - imposition of 
an additional duty on-yarn would not affect that Industry unfavourably as ‘the greatest- 
part of its output is of cloth woven from yarn of the finer counts and may, .therefore, 
be regarded as a luxury product, any increase in the price of -which due to an en- 
li.meed duty could easily be passed on to the consumer!' We a-re not convinced hv this 
argument.” . 


Sir, the Tariff Board have made it very plain wliat their view is ; they 
c ^ 5 n e biborate enquiry and took much evidence. I crave the liberty 
of referring to a few .pages in the evidence. In Volume III ..we'have 
got the opinions of LPcal Governments and also the opinions .of the 
Directors of Industries and textile experts, all men who have studied 
the question and gone carefully into it. But all that evidence is of no 
ment sly™ Government ' At P a £ e 1 of Volume JII the Madras Goverri- 

and placed^ cm^sound'^hii^nn!^ 0 de P re ssionarc ascertained and the industry reformed 

says^ 1 1S appended a “ ote the Director of Industries, Madras! He 

in the whoie^of^Indin un^in ^the Mod” 1 yS £ n c ° nsumed P er annum by the hahdlooms 
and 60 million pounds respective v 9 «?ay be,taken as 200 million* 

“■*“ c " a - t 

the duty on^tuporteif yarn^and 1 * m° incliaed^t ^ industry, I am opposed to increasing 
valorem import duty of 5 nor to favour the .removal of the present ad 

power weaving mills', which are not edmhinod 7 ar . n '- The abolition would help 

lopmont of the handloom Zf l.r B P). n *™G mills,-as-well as the deve, 

manufactures, suet, as hosiery. Veariv Vo ner cmiT lndustries lu>i subsidiary, 

loom weavers is-imported fr'om overseas rf m v«' tit 'rLl'? 1 ' yal X, consumed by ha«d : 
tul Biediutn counts of vnrn. They do not r*rnrhiiL ° ^Indian* mills to produce coarse 
•me the increase of duty on yarn would n 3 “ ■/ i " e counfs nu a large scute 

m India. A large quantitv^ of imnni+M ^ therefore materially, heip.-the spinning mills 
manufacture of a-class ofcolLr^goods r^fir/d is dyed and utilised 1 the 
lT,a-,n em wT n \ 0f - 1),e 5m P or t fiutj-' would thefefir7n d nKw n * niy ansVYer - t0 question 3S. 
" a ’“ ,n ’■*"» *» 
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at present as the price of the hand 'woven product is already at a higher level than 
that of mill made cloth. This imposition therefore constitutes a burden on the mass 
of poor people with small* resources who indirectly pay the duty. When Japan gradu¬ 
ally assumed the control.of" the China market to the exclusion of inferior and Oostlv 
Indian mill made yarn, the Indian* millowners proceeded to add weaving sheds to their 
spinning nulls -and necessarily produced yarn superior in quality to that formerly 
exported to China. The Indian mills hope .to supply with the aid of an enhanced duty 
of 18 per cent., the bulk of the yarn of all counts below 40s. used by the liandlooni 
weavers in India. In mr opinion it would not be in the interests of the handloom 
weavers in India if they were to depend entirely on the Indian mills for the supply of 
yard. , . , .. , 

The fact that handloom weavers demand yarn in straight reeled hanks indicates 
that they have little faith in Indian mill yam being of reputed counts and of correct 
length for a given weight, leaving aside the more important question of strength and 
elasticity required for standing frictional resistance and strain during weaving.” 

Sir, then on page 13. 

Mr. President : I would inform the Honourable Member that reading 
such long quotations is not permissible. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : The quotations are more authorita¬ 
tive. I will only make a brief reference to them. On page 13 the Burma 
Government says : 

“ Ap regards the proposed import duty on yarn and pieeegoods, the Local Govern¬ 
ment has not sufficient information to say whether foreign exporters of yarn and 
pieeegoods to India are making sufficient profit to enable them to reduce their prices 
by the amount of the duty and thereby put their goods on the wholesale, market at the 
same price as before.” 

Then, Sir, on page 15, you have this. It is worth reading. The Govern¬ 
ment of Bihar and Orissa say : 

\ 

“ While welcoming the inquiry of the Tariff Board into the causes of the present 
depression in the Bombay cotton mill industry and which is to suggest measures which 
might be taken to restore it to prosperity- the handloom weavers have reasons to view 
the suggestions of the millowncrs with some concern lest th? interests of the handloom 
weavers be overlooked. As a result of the inquiry of the Indian Fiscal Commission 
of 1922 their raw material, ms., yarn was taxed by the imposition of an import duty 
of 5 per cent, which enabled the cotton mills to put into their pockets and additional 
profit^ from r the eaniings of the handloom weavers. By the abolition of the excise 
duty- in December last the only- protection which the handloom weaver enjoyed so far 
and which counterbalanced the import duty imposed on his raw material was withdrawn. 
Now the present demand froin the millowners is for further enhancement of the import 
duty' not only on pieeegoods but also on yarn. It is very unfortunate that there has 
been little organised effort to put forward the claims of the handloom weavers. Very 
tew people are aware that this industry supporting over 5 million of people is respon-. 
sible for an annual output of about 50 cTores worth of cloth and realise that it plays 
a very important part in the economic well being of the country. The Indian mills 
v'hicli have practically lost their export trade in yam hate now to depend on the 
handloom weavers for the disposal of about 230 million lbs. or one-third of their entire 
output in yarn. The cotton mills have no case to be protected at the expense of cottage 
artisans who with great difficulty can make both ends meet.” 

1 r 

I need not read more. Honourable Members will 'find other opinions 
on page 23, and on page 25 they will see the opinion of the Assam Gov¬ 
ernment. All Governments have voted against Sir George Rainy’s 
motion. Then, Sir, on page 457 yon will find what the Labour Textile 
Union of Bombay have stated. I want particularly to quote if for the 
benefit of my friend Mr. Joshi who supports the Bill and does not want 
to reject it. This is what they say : * 

“ The imposition of an additional import duty of 13 per cent, ’on yarn and piece- 
goods recommended by’the mill owner k association will have a very adverse effect upon 

” i V ! " f :r • i '< s ? t . * * r - 
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the prices of cloth in India. They will go -high considerably'and the consumer'-and 
ultimately the industry itself will : suffer. ' 1 The Board are already aware that the 
prices of cloth are much higher than those of other commodities and if they are 
allowed to go still higher my Union is afraid that the prices will be almost prohibitive 
and that the demand for cloth will be much less than it is to-day. Moreover, my Union 
is more than, doubtful whether, by raising the import-duty, the imports of for'eiga and 
especially Japanese goods will be restricted or their prices will be such-as will enable 
the Indian mills to sell their cloth favourably. If Japan takes it into her' head not 
to lose the Indian market she can adopt measures to still further lower the selling 
prices so as to maintain her position in India. If this is done the additional import 
duties, will have no effect whatever ; and the .Indian, mills will still be in the position 
in which they are. to-day. Further, the Bombay MiHowneTs’ - object of bringing the 
labour conditions in Japan on a par with .those in-India will not be achieved; on the 
contrary, the Japanese employers may worsen the labour conditions there in order 
to enable them to compete in the Indian market with the increased import duty. ’ ’ 

If my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi is not satisfied I will quote his own 
evidence. My Honourable friend Mr. Joshi is the one gentleman about 
whom I was disappointed when he abandoned the condition of the hand- 
loom weavers and considered only those who are employed in the Bombay 
mills. On page 515 of this volume.. 


Mr. President : Why not lay it on the table ? (Laughter.) 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : This was placed in the Library 
and nobody read it. I am therefore. 

. . ML President : The Honourable Member does not seem to take .the 
hint. He must understand that such long quotations are not permissible. 

tliis Mr - °- Duraiswamy Aiyangar : I am sorry; Sir, Twill close with 

- a ™<= •»«* » 

A. ho, because I think it is a wrong method of giving.protection. 

Q.~Y°u consider it would increase the cost to the consumer ? 

W „1 0 ^V: ho1 ? ifc wiU not do good'to the industry; -Your people 

of gening g ° y tjRC ° me morc cos % aad the industry Lay lose instead 

sume? would b/iSSwProbably the increase in the cost to the con- 
1 be negligible if you put on tliis 13 or 17* per. cent, they suggest. 

differentd’ ^ onIy Ba - Y that their hlea of negligible and my idea ojf negligible are 

f 0 " e ' and 1 would ask my Honourable 
come to Sir . read - the passage for themselves. I now 

the Select Committee Ile iias appended - a minute to 

becau.sehe cnSl! Import. He need not have appended a minute 
but a pleading Wlth * ^ was not a dissenting minute 

He there takes tbr n^n^ fe -^ Ce lamute ’ defence of the mills in Bombay, 
are levelled aiainqt the Si 7 ° f answerrag the various charges which 
working and btho +u- mik management, over-capitalisation and mill 

which that was certainly, not the right 
defects of mill management h^T l*™ BUt 1 &T ? not concerned .with the 
when he savs, compaLng thc orlnl nf “ nccrnad with his argument 

Per candy he puts the sltne &£ SSKlS 
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and argues that there is an advantage of 25 per cent, and even if another 
5 per cent, is taken away from that, the kandloom weaver will still 
have an advantage of 20 per cent. Of course I do not ordinarily dabble 
in these figures. We are accustomed more to sections and Codes rather 
than to figures but to my common sense it does not appeal to say that 
the price of Japanese yarn on that date, which is based on the cotton 
price of some other day, is compared with the price of yarn in India on 
that particular date! Now, Sir, I would like to ask him also to consider 
in connection with this suggestion that the price of a particular count of 
cotton is not the only test to be applied when we consider the effect of 
the import duty that is levied by Statute on a particular count. It is 
admitted by the Tariff Board on page 36 or 37 that there is a definite 
relationship between the higher counts as well as the lower counts in the 
matter of adjustment, rise or fall in prices, when a duty is raised on any 
particular count. Supposing there is a particular count of yarn which 
can be had at 12 annas per pound and if annas is added to it the im¬ 
porter can sell it only at 134- annas. But the kandloom weavers depend 
upon the Indian mill yarn for the lower counts. Now, What is there to 
prevent these Indian millowners from raising the price from 12 annas 
to at -least 13 annas, leaving a margin of half an anna in order to shut 
out Japan. Then, I submit that if the higher count is sold at 15'annas, 
people will have to take lower counts for 13 annas. Putting it at the 
lowest, supposing he raises it by three pies, even then, Sir, the hand- 
loom weavers who have to depend on Indian mill yarn to the extent of 
260 million pounds will have to pay three pies per pound more upon those 
counts which they purchase irrespective of the present existing prices, 
If they raise it 3 pies per lb. over the existing prices, that makes tip 
40 lakhs of rupees. Where is the force in sajfing that this additional 
increase of duty on yarn at 14 annas will affect only to the extent of 
10 per cent, of the consumption and that it will give only 12 lakhs of 
rupees and nothing more ? 12 lakhs of rupees can be easily distributed 

over 30 crores and those who purchase will not feel it a great burden. But, 

I submit that this argument cannot be upheld. On the other hand there 
is absolutely no doubt of the fact that there will be a general rise in 
prices even over others. But what is the way in which they propose to 
meet this ? They say internal competition will prevent any rise in price 
of the lower counts. Sir, the millowners are an organised b'ody, they 
know how to form a combine, they know how to keep the market in 
their hands, though not by underbidding at least to a certain extent in 
other ways. The handloom weavers are unorganised, disorganised, help¬ 
less, voiceless, voteless. It is therefore perfectly possible for the mill- 
owners to buy even lower counts and hold if at higher prices. If is not 
therefore correct to say that the extent to which the handloom weavers 
will be affected will lie only to the extent of 12 lakhs. On the other 
hand I submit that even if three pies more are added to the rest of what 
they have necessarily to buy from the Indian millowners. they will have 
to add 40 lakhs more. I will not be surprised if they, raise the price to 
half an anna. Is there any guarantee that these Indian millowners will 
sell lower counts at the price at which they are "now selling even after 
this duty on yarn is modified by tliis Indian Tariff (amendment) Bill7 
Sir, they will certainly not give a . guarantee and nobody can take a 
guarantee from them with certainty. Now, Sir, the contributions which 
the handloom weavers are making to the consumption of cloth in this 
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country ■ as not very small. After all, even. at this stage, in spite of 
so many struggles for existence, the handloom weavers are not a negli¬ 
gible factor. The mill production gives us about 1,789 million yards, 
imports 1,769 million yards, and the handlooms 1,372 million yards. It 
gives us at least 28 per cent. That-is the contribution of the.handloom 
weavers. But, Sir, there is a depression in the handloom industry. Look 
at Appendix IV of the Tariff Board Report where they say that in. 1924- 
.25, the handloom weavers produced 1,256 million yards,- but in 1925-26 
.they produced only 3,160 million yards. Who cares for that depression. 
If there is depreciation of 40 or even 20 million yards in the mill industry, 
there is a great hue and cry raised in the whole of India. , 

My. Honourable friend Sir Purshotamdas Tliakurdas rightly said in 
his minute of dissent that this protection which is sought to be given by 
this Bill is only an eyewash, and in fact,' everybody is agreed on this point, 
and even in the sneeeh of the Honourable Sir George Rainy, wn could 
not find any warmth imported into it because he knows the weakness of 
his case. He put his case fairly as a judge does to the jury slightly 
hinting here and there that the Bill should he supported. He himself 
does not believe in the correctness and stability of his 1 position as ,to be- 
able to say that .this will not affect the handloom weavers’ ; hut that it 
will benefit the millc/wners is a proposition which is illogical oh the face 
of it. To the extent that you give benefit to the millowners; to that 
extent it. is a loss to the handloom weaving industry. ' You only take 
away something from the handloom weavers and give it' to the inill- 
ovners ; it is nothing else. Therefore, there is no meaning in saying that 
this Bill does not affect thy handloom weavers while benefiting the' mill- 
,owners. That is why no millowners have till how agreed that it is'bene- 
fi mg them. My Honourable friend Sir Victor Sassoon has taken care 
to say : Let us take even the small gifts that are offered to us by Gov- 

•c nraent . I ask Sir Victor Sassoon and his fellow millowners 1 to stand 
up with self-respect in this Assembly and say to ’the Government we 
will not go to you with a begging bowl. We will 1 not take these' small 
pittances of lime and three pies. If you are prepared to protect our 
industry, protect us properly. Protect us by all means, but do not'kill 
in? 10 tv nei sh^ 0ul 'mg industry. Do this, otherwise - we will not accept 
n, ,?,?on! er ' u\ e Wlll x 1-ather die than take this protection’ from the Gov- 
ttti, ci, which entails the destruction of a neighbouring industry ”. 
crumm-t' wi mu l be i he attitude of the millowners towards' the Gov- 
nrotffVirm ? le , Government .are so half-hearted in giving this 

kom SiJ!? - tlle same time they want to kill- this liand- 
tion 4 & Xt iS • i y ip to tlle millowners, to refuse this protec- 

lSfe'the mi \ lo ' w 1 ners > it be noted these millowners, 

om-nationa3 P ?na?it Pe ° ple ’ ^ever been favourably inclined towards 

in" tlm cause pr0 T perly 50 called. - I am not for the moment plead- 

frfend Mr Nem4 K \ ^ swayed by the threats of my Honourable 
I am the least Sv-Sw aTI? wa f, mi = ht arise between India and Japan: 
to kill onr Inridlnom • " V these threats. The Japanese have been trying 
the v4 Lme lw “d our oHm millowners have.'been doin| 

khnddar industrv was started ^ kll . add : ar industry. When the 

tvere introduced spinning and hand ; weaving 

order to make an offday earning method for' even the 
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agricultural population and to make it a widspread cottage ^industry by 
reviving it, what did tlie millowners do ? The millovmers produced 
hhaddar and dumped it in the market.’ The Japanese did the same thing. 
Mill-made khaddar was passed for Gandhi cloth and pure hand spun and 
hand woven lihaddar. The millowners have cheated us. (Laughter.) 
Therefore I have no sympathy with the millowners nor with the Japanese. 
Having taken an oath that I will not quote anything, I hope I will be per- 
' mitted to say merely the words of the greatest man only in a few sentences. 
Wi'.h reference to this mill hhaddar, Mahatma Gandhi says : 

‘ 1 I have been painfully aware of it. I had hoped that the millowners would give 
up the undesirable practice. But it was hoping against hope. Wherever I have gone 
"people have drawn my attention to this unpatriotic conduct on the part of some mill- 
on ners. The only ‘ comfort I have derived from the usurpation by the millowners of 
the name kliaddar is, that it is proof of the popularity of hhaddar among the masses 
upon whose ignorance the millouners are playing. For, I know that wherever the 
buyers have discovered the deception, they have cursed themselves and the millowners ’ 

Sir, I am not therefore in sympathy with either. The newspapers 
published a telegram saying that the Cotton Spinners’ Association of 
Japan are trying to leave no stone unturned to see that this Bill is thrown 
out. That is published in the newspapers. The millowners have not 
been less vigorous. They are also leaving no stone unturned in seeing 
that this Bill is passed. I have' no sympathy with either. My submission 
is that this Assembly while giving benefit to one industry should" see that 
it does not kill another industry. The handloom weavers are very poor 
people. You talk of unfair competition in Japan ; you say that women 
in Japan are working during the night. Here look at the handloom 
weavers. All of them, men, women and 'children, are working day and 
night and they are not able to earn three annas per day per head, and 
still you want to impose this burden upon "them. Why all this talk ot 
giving protection to a national industry. I ask the Honourable Sir 
George Rainy to .give us a proper definition of the term “ national 
industry ”. Therefore, Sir, I have no hesitation in opposing the motion 
made by the Honourable the Commerce Member. Of course, as for my 
Honourable friend Mr. Neogy’s motion, that is tantamount to the same. 
There is a Tamil proverb which mentions two methods of killing, either 
you employ a sword or you employ a wet cloth. He wants to use the 
method of wet cloth for killing this Bill ; whereas I want to use the direct 
method of the sword. The millowners will then know what other form 
of aid they must get for the protection of the Mill Industry. I ask why 
should the Government prolong the agony by circulating this Bill. I 
only want to read to the Assembly one telegram which I received from 
the handloom weavers of Sholapur assembled at a public meeting at that 
place. The telegram says : 

“ Public meeting, Sholapur handloom ’weavers held yesterday, opine propose 
additional duty yarn will jeopardise handloom. industry. Therefore strongly urge im¬ 
pose additional duty cloth instead yarn to protect handloom industry. Purther resolves 
if unfortunately additional duty be imposed yam instead cloth, the amount thus 
collected be utilised to benefit the handloom industry by granting adequate bounty 
to handloom cloth, research work in improving handloom machinery' and education 
propaganda 

The telegram is issued under the signature of Rai Bahadur Mulai, chair¬ 
man of the public meeting. Sir, there" is certainly a strong feeling in 
the whole country that this Government, is neglecting the condition of these 
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handloom weavers. I make this appeal to this 1 House ; I make this appeal 
to the Honourable Sir George Rainy that he may start his administration 
with sympathy more for the poor than for the rich. I therefore urge 
upon the millowners also not to accept this half-hearted—this what shall 
call it 1 ( An Honourable Member : “ Crumb ! ”), this kind of pro¬ 

tection that is now ottered by the Government which is most unworthy 
on their part to accept. I therefore appeal to all the Members of this 
House to vote down this Bill. 


Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions': 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, in rising, to oppose the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Neogy, I want to make it quite clear that I do not in any way 
commit myself in favour of the Bill being brought on the Statutediook. 
My reasons for opposing the amendment of my Honourable friend Mr. 
Neogy are these, that the Bill under discussion is only an emergent and 
temporary measure to give some relief to the cotton yarn millowners in 
India against unfair competition by Japan, and the relief which it is 
proposed by this Bill to be given to the millowners is only to the extent 
of the loss which they sustain on account of that competition with Japan. 
It is not intended by this Bill to protect the cotton yam millowners against 
internal competition. Now, Sir, it is advocated on behalf of these millow¬ 
ners that the yarn industry in India is in the throes of death. I do not 
say that I agree with them. I do not say whatever they say is right or 
v rong ; hut what I say is that this is the proper time that we should discuss 
,*s Bill and thoroughly go into the proposition. If we find that the yarn 
mill industry in India is really in the throes of death, then of course it 
would be frustrating the object of the Bill itself if the amendment of my 
Honourable friend Mr. Neogy is accepted, because if the Bill is sent for 
circulation and takes 5 or 6 months before it comes before this House, 
ben ii in reality the condition of the yarn mills in India is such as the 
millowners say, then by that time the yarn mill industry would have been 
“ 1][ ® d altogether- and the object of the Bill will be lost and the millowners 

ot Bombay, m the language of the immortal poet, will have occasion to 
say : 

i 

V ware qatal Ice bad usne jafa se toba, 
lac vs zud pashiman lea pashiman buna.” 

killed* h & v , ow not to comm it tyranny after having 

On the other he A at re Pentance of that early repentant.” 

millowners N w ’ -ul e H n< l.tb a t the case which has been put by the 
are not in need nf ngilt c ~ s |» 1S . not a correct ease and that in fact they 
thf s Bill should b? re f ief ’ the ? 11 'becomes still more important .that 

became the mt ? p - OUSl( Ieration just at present in the Assembly, 

ns they mis” know wbTtl S at they wil1 not any relief from 

going to take after thel posit l? n 7T lU h(i a ?d what steps they are 

Taking all these f-Wc into ° ^ ) ° e 1 n r cfnsed any relief by the Government, 
fair of fittofnv 1 thi F k > Sir, that it will not be 
u* decide once for * COnS \ de ^ ation of th is Bill. Let 

yarn millowners or not ; and for these heSns t0 J h ° 

proposed by my Honourable friend Sf. feogy PP ° SG the motlcm 
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Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
Sir, I rise to support the motion foi* circulation moved by my Honourable 
friend Mr. Neogy and to oppose the motion for consideration moved by 
,the Honourable the Commerce Member. Sir, I am sorry to say that 
some friends in opposing this Bill have concentrated the fire of their 
criticism on the unfortunate millowners of Bombay. They will appre¬ 
ciate my position if I cannot follow them. ( Diwcvn Chaman Lall : 
“ Why are they unfortunate ? ”)- Because anybody who is compelled 
to beg for his very existence is certainly unfortunate. And after all, 
Sir, I cannot agree that the millowners of Bombay are such a bad lot at 
all. It must be ,a cold heart that cannot appreciate the tremendous 
service which the millowners of Bombay have done to the country in largely 
displacing the import of foreign cloth into tins country by indigenous 
manufactui’e ; and while I am as devoted a champion of the handloom 
industry as anybody else, I am equally devoted to the mill industry and 
I cannot accept anything to its derogation, because I hold that it is the 
pioneer efforts of the mill industry of Bombay that have displaced 
Lancashire and Manchester cotton cloth to such a large extent in this 
country. Sir, if the figures are examined it will be found that in 1899- 
1900 the output of the Indian mill industry was only 9 per cent, of the 
total requirement of cloth in India, and to-day the output of the mill 
industry has raised the percentage from 9 to 42. And I say, Sir, it is 
the enterprise, the industry and the business ability of the millowners of 
India, and Bombay in particular, that are responsible for such a beneficent 
result. What after all will be the result if the Bombay millowner goes 
down ? lie will only* be displaced by the Lancashire millowner and the 
Japanese millowner. And I ask those friends who have been so hard 
on the Bombay millowners to say whether they contemplate such contin¬ 
gency with any degree of satisfaction. The rise of the Indian mill industry 
is a romantic event as it has come in spite of the absence of any assist¬ 
ance from the State. I repeat. Sir, that the State in this country has 
never helped the mill industry. (Mr. C. Duraisivamy Aiyangar : “ That 

is rather ingratitude ! ”). It w r ould be ingratitude if the State had 
helped the industry ; but that is not the case. It is quite the contrary. 
Look at the conduct of the State from 1893 onwards. On account of the 
exchange and currency troubles for which the Government themselves 
were responsible—the, Tariff Board itself admits it—the whole industry, 
the production of yarn and the production of cloth were greatly handi¬ 
capped ; and it was the great Swadeshi movement in Bengal in 1905 in 
contradistinction to the step-fatlierly conduct of the Government, it was 
this self-relying movement on the part of Ihc people which saved the mill 
industry in Bombay and India from the throes of the great calamity by 
which it was overtaken. The Tariff Board has investigated the question 
long and widely but it has failed to bring out the importance of the 
great SAvadeslii movement which from 1905 saved the mill industry in 
Bombay from the consequents of the exchange and currency policy of 
Government. In 1896 everybody knows the 31 jier cent, countervailing 
duties were levied—an unheard of treatment of a national industry by 
the Government of the country. My Honourable friend Mr. Duraiswamy 
Aiyangar was sorry that he voted for the removal of that duty. Well, 
I am pained to hear til at. ; if any protection resulted to the handloom 
industry by the 31- per cent, duties imposed on the Indian mill industry, 
that was a downright robbery and I am sure the handloom industry does 
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, \ . in on the robbery o£ another industry in this country, i 

'=•?*if is Mt by sncl.coXtabnling duty that the handloom tataslry 

ettpaat to thrive and -the totnova, «Itta 
disgraceful impost came not a day too soon. Sir, it is d e step-fatheily 
treatment of Government, their exchange policy, then o 2 pel cen. 
countervailing duties, their failure to give. toy constructive and active 

support to the industry, and latterly their raising of the.. r1 ^ ,, t0 tw'that 
coupled with these the unfair competition of Japan—it is all these that 
have brought the mill industry to its present most deplorable condition 
My friend Mr. Neogy and others have unnecessarily confined themsclr es 
L 5 tie Bombay rf intatry. While the Bombay mUl tndoetoy atamde 
in need of greater protection, it is not the finding of the fiaiifl Bodicl 
that the rest of the industry does not need protection. The Tariff Boaid 
have repeatedly said that it is a question of degree, and if my friends 
will look at the events since this inquiry ivas undertaken, they will mid 
that the ivhole Indian mill industry has identified itself .until the inquiry 
that was undertaken by the Tariff Board, and at every stage not merely 
the milloAvncrs of Bombay, but the iiiilloivners of Alimedabad and Gavm- 
pore and the rest have identified themselves with all the steps that had 
been taken for wmtila/ting tbe grieimnces of the mill industry as a ivhole. 
Sir, I grant that the Bombay mill industry stands in need of greater protec¬ 
tion, but that is not the same thing as saying that the Bombay null industry 
is getting or is attempting to get protection at tbe cost of mills m other 
parts of India. The difference is only one of degree. Therefore, I say, 
Sir, it ivas unfortunate that attention ivas being focussed only on tbe 
Bombay mill industrialists, and that they were being castigated as a 
sort of untouchables and outcasts ivho ivere not to receive any considera¬ 
tion at all in this House. I cannot accept that position ; Sir, the figures 
which are published on pages 228 to 235 of the Tariff Board’s Report 
slioiv that, in spite of all the handicaps to ivhich I have referred, the 
mill industry in this country has made giant strides—thanks to the 
enterprise and initiative of our capitalists, and thanks also to the hardy 
mill worker from the Konkan and Gujarat. "Vv r e in Bombay are proud 
of the achicA’ements at once of our industrialists and our mill Avorkers. 


These capitalists and the mill Avorkers between themselves Iira’c built up 
an industry of Avliich any GoA r erninent should lnrvc been proud, and if 
this industry had been acth r ely assisted by a sympathetic GoA’ornmont, it 
would haA'e been possible long ago to clothe every one of the 315 millions 
of people in this land Avith cloth manufactured in this country, aaT ether 
by the liandloom or by the mill industry. If Ave only compare the statistics 
of the giant strides AA r liieh the Japanese mill industry has made during 
the last 15 or 20 years under the protecting wings of the State, the 
justice of the criticism Avhich I am making will he olrvious even to the 
GoA-ernment. Compare the progress Avhich the Japanese mill industry 
has made in 20 years Avith the progress made by us in this country after 
nearly 44. years, and avc Avill see that if only the State had rendered active 
assistance to the mill industry, Avithout looking to extraneous interests, we 
Avould have been able to manufacture 100 per cent, of 'our requirements. 
From 1883 to 1884, Avlren there were only 82 mills in India, Ave have nOAV 
33 < milts in the Avhole of India. Tbe spindles Avhich Avere only 20 lakhs 
in 1883 arc tioav 85 lakhs. The looms AA’hich Avere only 16,000 in'1883 
arc to-day 1,54,000, and the number of Avorkers Avhjek the mill industry 
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employed in 1883 was 60,000 as against neatly 4 lakhs to-day. Sir, an 
industry which is responsible for 42 per cent, of the clothing of the 
people of this country, an industry which employs nearly 4 lakhs of people, 
an industry which purchases over 30 crores worth of cotton from the 
cotton growers of this country, and an industry which keeps at bay 
foreign importers—is that an industry about which any one can afford 
to talk in a light-hearted manner 1 Leave the millowners and their 
sins of omission and commission alone. It is the industry that is seeking 
protection, and if it gets it in a real genuine form, let us not grudge it 
because the millowners benefit thereby. "We never wanted to help 
The Tatas as such, but the steel industry ; the same is the ease here. 

Sir, this is the position that I hold as regards the mill industry in 
this country, and yet I am compelled to oppose the consideration of this 
Bill, because the protection offered is not genuine. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Prom the sublime to the ridiculous ? 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : My Honourable friend is nothing but 
lidieuious everywhere. 

And, Sir, I oppose the consideration of this Bill,'for two reasons. 
One reason is that the Government have treated the Report of the Tariff 
Board with contempt. It would be impossible to imagine anything so 
outrageous as the treatment which this Government have given to the 
Report of the Tariff Board. They have spent a lakh and fifty thousand 
of the tax-payer’s money on the inquiry by the Tariff Board, and when 
that hotly consisting of independent people, after careful investigation 
came to definite deliberate conclusions, the Government of India have 
thrown, them to the winds, and their action to-day is in direct contraven¬ 
tion of the Tariff Board’s recommendations. How can they expect any 
reasonable man, however well disposed he may be to his own industry, 
how can they expect any reasonable man to fall into line with their 
proposals which are, as I say, in direct contravention of the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Tariff Board ? 

Sir, 3 had supported the reference of this Bill to the Select Com¬ 
mittee on the distinct understanding that we would be allowed in the 
Select Committee to open the whole question of the protection to the 
textile industry ; otherwise I would not have supported it, and although 
there were rumblings and thunders of warnings that it might not be 
possible to open the question again in the Select Committee because it 
would increase the scope of the Bill, I hoped against hope. I had a 
precedent in doing so. We had the Report of the Currency Commission 
on which the Government framed the Ratio Bill, and the House was 
allowed not merely to discuss the question of the ratio, but the whole 
sub,iect matter covered by the Report of the Currency Commission. 
We were allowed to discuss the question of the ratio, the gold mohur, 
the gold standard, the gold currency and everything that was relevant 
under the Report of the Currency Commission. And therefore, with this 
precedent in mind, and having regard to the fact that this inquiry was 
undertaken in the interests of the textile industry ; I was hopeful that 
Government would allow us to discuss the entire question of the protec¬ 
tion to the mill industry, although the Bill itself was a restrict¬ 
ed one. But unhappily, we -\yere not allowed to raise the question of 
protection to the textile industry as a whole, and, as I h&Id, the Tariff 

D 2 
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Board’s Report is the minimum protection that the mill industry should 
get, ; and as I find that the proposals of Government, cannot give any 
real protection to the mill industry, I am compelled to oppose the con¬ 
sideration of this measure. • 

Sir, it is a very unfortunate and embarrassing position for the mill 
industrialists of Bombay, as it is always for those who come .to the 
Government and' ask for protection. Beggars cannot be choosers, 
always, and although these mill industrialists have time and again 
shouted the loudest that the proposals of Government do not carry them 
anywhere, I am pained to see to-day that they are willing to accept this 
dole. The real thing is, Sir, they do not like to break with this Govern¬ 
ment. They dare not say : “ Well, if you give us protection, give us 

a genuine protection or none at all ”. That is not the stuff of which 
the capitalists are made. They cannot stand up for tlieir entire right 
and refuse to have any crust of crumb thrown at them when 
they really deserve wholemeal bread, very nutritive and wholesome, 
ancl that is Why we are reduced to this very unseemly position of the 
millowners going behind their repeatedly declared word that. the ; re- 
commendation of the Tariff Board was the minimum they could accept.- 
1 will <miy quote one or two instances of their views until this Bill was 
introduced. When Government addressed the millowners on the 15th 
August fhcy reiterated what they had declared over and over again, 
namely, that they eoulcl not impose import duties on piecegoods from 
foreign countries ; the millowners then met in conclave at Ilomby Road in 
Bombay and they thought long and they thought mighty, and* from 
what has seen the light of day, it is clear that they remained unconvinced 
here is a telegram from the Free Press which says . 

‘‘ Opinion in well-informed circles is that the industry should take up the stand 

win, on ,?' nrn , wi !!; ou ^ protection on cloth is a doubtful benefit carrying 

th it increased handicap to the handloom industry which is mainstay of the .Indian 
spi ining industry and an indirect advantage to foreign imports in finer counts and_■ 

motoctSn ™ rfgllt that *l le industry should ask that'it should be given 

protection on cloth as well as on yarn and that without the. one it- should not have the 

Lhlo • well -i*f ormed circles, in Bombay when the 

StedX isS a con f de ™R? the reply of the Government' of India 
a letter to^he B . ut | hat * s alL They have lately addressed 

of the A„S 1 i ° £ I nclia in to the Government’s letter 

end of wSlT 1 ° VG * there-and this letter was written at the' 
the " Th f d0 ^7 ? In paragraph 1,8 which is 

the A cJtin a t. r ^ p h of their reply and winch is signed by Ml* ,TP Wadi a 
tl .0 Assistant Secretary, because I think the Secretary svas hero^hey, 

rcviserl docision o/ tl *c Govo'rnmm,t 11 of non”’’.° iV” fliaa PP° ln *o.ent that coca the 

” «.*» gss&HP* “ 

yam n’rbhble ^5-0”^ lAothve I ,Klt 'Aether you give pvotoetion on 
—unless imports of piece"oods - tlle .^ nrne position practically 

? of the V*? be six of half 

He millowners of Bomhav their cm 'i! latest P ronoi ’ocement, of 
omnaj, then considercdMudgment that the protection 
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on yarn alone would render no assistance to the industry. And yet, as 
I said, before. Sir, tlie millowners are compelled to accept this measure 
because they cannot do otherwise. But the representatives of the people 
are not in that position. I am, Sir, a protectionist by conviction, senti¬ 
ment and temperament. In these days all over the world the State 
regards it as its duty to protect the industries of the country and the 
Fiscal Commission also has recommended protection as a measure for 
all national industries whenever the occasion arises. 1 am willing, 
actively willing to support any industry which stands in need of pro¬ 
tection, but I am not here simply to pass any measure, under the guise 
of protection, if it injures another, industry and when the first industry 
itself does not really get any benefit from it. It will be said that the 
contention that the handloom industry is affected is wrong. Now, Sir, 
the findings of the Tariff Board, the declarations of the Government of 
India and the statistics of the progress of the handloom industry and the 
mill industry will clearly prove that the handloom industry stands equally 
in need of the fostering care of the State. I just now showed, Sir, that 
while in 1899-1900 the output of the mill industry was 9 per cent, of our 
total requirement in 1925-26 it is 42 per cent. What is the progress 
that the handloom industry has made during the same time ? The hand¬ 
loom industry, Sir, in 1899 was producing 27 per cent, of the require¬ 
ments of the people of this country. To-day, according to the statement 
of the Tariff Board, it is producing 26 per cent. So that fir the course 
of nearly a generation, the handloom industry has made no progress. 
On the contrary, the handloom industry has deteriorated. Why ? When 
the mill industry has made such tremendous strides, from 9 per cent, 
to 42 per cent., ,why is,it that the handloom industry has, far from 
progressing, remained in a stagnant position and made no advance ? 
Because the handloom weaver is not a man of resource. (Ilf?. Ghcnnan 
Lall : “ Like tlnJ millowners ”.) I am sorry you are so unnecessarily 
inimical, to the millowners. I say, Sir, the handloom weaver is a man 
without resource, he is carrying on from hand to mouth. And on the 
top of that in March last only by passing that hateful Ratio Bill, the 
House placed him (Laughter on Official Benches)—-you ought to weep 
instead of laughing that these 60 lakhs of people have been by your 
vote, handicapped by 12^ per .cent, against foreign importers. How 
can they subsist when .a measure like this passed only last March cuts 
them down by 121 per cent, in competition with foreign importers ? 
And I say, Sir, the repeated handicap which the State has placed on 
him coupled with his own poverty has been responsible for the failure 
of the handloom weaver to work up to a higher percentage of output 
than he has been able to do. For these reasons, Sir, I say that thr 
House ought to think ten times before attempting to place a further 
strain on that very honest man. Sir, the Government (hemselves in 
their Itesolution of the 17th June 1927, on the Tariff Board’s Report 
said : 

“ But an additional duty on yarn only -would affect prejudicially tlie handloom 
industry and for this reason should not he imposed." 

This is Ihe categorical statement of Government supporting tin: finding 
of the. Tariff Board, and the evidence of witnesses before the Tariff Board 
ought to have warned Government against taking any measure which 
will, in the slightest .degree even, have the remote probability of having 
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a prejudicial effect cm the handloom industry. Let us see, Sir*, how the 
Select- Committee, the majority report argues about this, it eras a very 
wonderful performance for the Honourable Sir. George Rainy, after 
having signed the Resolution of the 7th June.■ i > 

'The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I may state that I did’not sign 
tlie Resolution of the 7tli June. It is not usual for a Member' of Council' 
to sign a Resolution of the Government of India. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : I shall say, after having authorised the 
issue of the Resolution of the 7th of June, wherein it is stated that yarn 
imports should not be taxed, it was a marvellous metamorphosis on the 
part of ilie Government of India to have suddenly, within two months, 
become a convert to the position that the handloom industry would not 
be affected by a duty on yarn. But the Report of the Select'Committee 
is so halting that it displays a consciousness of guilt throughout in. 
every line. Sir George Rainy is too honest not to feeL that he was 
performing a volte face so soon that even the short memory of the . 
public cannot forget. In paragraph 3 of the Select Committee’s Report 
arguments are given to show that the handloom industry would not be 
affected. It is said : 

"We recognise tlmt this duty can benefit the cotton mill industry only to the 
extent to which tiic price of yarn is increased thereby and that any increase in the 
price of yarn must be a burden on t.lic handloom weaver unless lie is able to receive, 
higher price for the cloth that he weaves." 


It is admitted that unless he gets a higher price he is at a disadvantage, 
blit it is immediately assumed that he will get a higher price. 1 "Why 
be should get it in this competitive world I cannot understand, and T 
am sure the House will not understand. It is further stated that the ' 
handloom weaver mostly used yarn below 30s. whose prices are' 
governed by internal competition. The effect of the duty will not there¬ 
fore be large and may be ignored. And thirdly, Sir, ih -paragraph 4, it 
™ s ’ aif ‘. lh ; lt fhe annual consumption of yarn of these counts (He., 31 s. to' 
I s -.) 111 ls About 50 million pounds and the production' of the ‘ 

Indian mills is more than half of the total. I think there is'some mis- : 
take m that statement. The Tariff Board on page 188 have recorded 
<i finding m the last few lines of the first paragraph-: ' '■ ■ ' 

U c t ' la . t v P 10(1 « eti0n approximating to nearly .100 million pounds 

, ? f th , c f°uuty) would constitute a sufficiently large advance especially 

^ thC P r ° <1Ucti . ou ° f o£ 31 «- to 40f in India in 1925-Sd ' 

a. almost ex.iefh the same as it was in 1912-13 (namely 19.7)”. ■ . 

of vSn r nf t timc Taiif£ Bo . ar J Jas recorded a finding that the production 
Kf H of * hese in 1925-26 was 19.7 million pounds, but the Select 

f onumttee have made a statement that of the 50 million pov£<£ of yam 

1,far Sc 3 A' ""ofVic Indian mills is more than . 
1 10 tot: 11 , tliat is to say, over 2 d million pounds. 

Mr. ScsSCSF! f? iny ! ™ s J a small point, of fact, 

ment. The statement tbnt sav ? ^ * intervene at this .mo- 

medium counts is produced in Ind? 8 ” 1 °^ -? 1 ® ^sumption of the ' 
and imort figures of tile veni 192627™ Tlmt on - th x c Reduction 

vonr of tv medium count, 31a. i„ fj s . 
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Mr. J amn adas M. Mehta : I am glad to have the figures which the 
Honourable the Commerce Member 'has quoted. To call the figures of 
one year, annual production, is, I submit, a discrepancy. The statement 
on page 188 that the production of yarn of counts 31s. to 40s. in this 
country was 19.7 million pounds in 1925-26, was not easy to reconcile 
with the statement of the Select Committee that the annual produc¬ 
tion of yarn of those counts was more than half of the total consumption. 
Whichever may be the truth I do not lenow. I am entitled to rely on 
the statement of the Tariff Board that. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Mr. President, on a point of 
explanation; there is no statement in the report of the Select Committee 
that the figure given is for the year 1925-26. 

. Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : I thought that this was the last year for 
which we had’ got' figures, and if it is for a later year, I am willing to 
admit that it may be so for that year but, that is different from saying 
that is the annual production. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I have already said that it is 
for 1926-27. 

Mr.' President : The Honourable Member is not bound to give way. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Thank you, Sir, I am anxious to be 
scrupulously fair in this matter. Sir, all 'that I say is that the figures 
given by the Tariff Board do not warrant the statement that the annual 
production of these counts of yarn in India is more than half. If the 
figures of the Tariff Board are right, it is not merely half hut nearly 
60 per cent, of the total quantity of yarn which will he subject, to the 
additional duty proposed in this Bill. And if the handloom industry 
consumes 25 million pounds of this yarn, the remaining 6 millions, of the 
imported yarn are consumed, I would assume, by the 25 weaving mills 
in this country which have no spinning department at all. We have it 
also, on the authority of the Tariff Board, that there are nearly 25 weav¬ 
ing mills only, and they must require yarn, and I say these 6 millions 
must he required by the exclusively weaving mills. I may tell my friend 
Sir Victor' Sassoon that these 25 weaving mills also would be affected 
by the import duty which is now proposed on yarn. Sir, an added rea¬ 
son is given, which was not present to the mind of the Tariff Board, 
except indirectly. That reason is that conditions in China will make 
it possible for the producers there to dump yarn in this country at prices 
cheaper than the present ones. Sir, if this is so, I should he sorry. But 
the responsibility for that should be laid on the Government of India in 
its Finance Department, and not on anybody else. They have ‘ sold 
92 lakhs ounces of silver. They have depreciated the silver market all 
over the world, and there is no wonder that the Chinese exchange to-day 
has in consequence depreciated 4 per cent, and that is the handicap 
against the mill industry in this country. So, if there is any fear of 
further dumping the whole responsibility for this added handicap must 
he laid at the door of my Honourable friend the Leader of the House. 
Sir, I do not stand isolated in that opiniorf. I have other authority be¬ 
sides that of my humble self, and that authority is the Statist newspaper. 
What does it say about this latest performance of the Finance Member 
in its issue of the 13th of August, 1927 ? It says : 

1 ‘ The undertone of the silver market continues very weak. The effect, of the 
Indian Government ’s sale of fine silver held in the currency reserve is making itself 
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felt gradually but unimstakably. Sentiments in tlie two great countries, India and 
China have been greatly disturbed. In India it liad bean generally anticipated' that 
the Government would follow the recommendation of the Indian Joint Committee which 
liad uiged that the redundant silver in the Reserve should be handled with more regard 
to the silver market than the bare recommendations of the Currency Commission 
appeared to promise. These hopes are rudely shattered by the announcement of the 
sale and lienee rapid deterioration in speculative centres. The transactions during the 
neck have been on a large seale. India and China not only are selling previous pur¬ 
chases but building up a bear position of considerable magnitude.” 


I need not quote further. It is now established that as a result of the 
sale of silver, the silver market in the world has been greatly affected. 
There has been depreciation in the Chinese exchange and for their latest 
misfortune the millowners of Bombay should hold the Leader of .the 
House directly responsible. But that cannot be allowed to prejudice 
the handloom weaving industry. Because one wrong is done by the 
Government of India, we cannot associate ourselves with doing another 
wrong to the handloom industry in this country. 


Lastly, bir, I must warn the Government of India that, whatever may 
be the individual merits and demerits of millowners, the people of this 
country will reagrd and do regard the mill industry with great affection, 
and they want it to rise rapidly to the point of being able to supply all 
the requirements of cloth in this country. They want that Government 
should give us a genuine measure of protection, not the weak, halting, 
half-hearted, meagre, niggardly Bill verging on the point of meanness 
m the question of its protection to the national industry of this country. 
1 want to read in this connection only one quotation, from the statement 
'rlLf\hw 0riO1 !, r n b e Minister of. the Australian Commonwealth. What 
TnW t T 8ay * T hlw 3S fr °m the Manchester Guardian, of 

oSSZSJyS- £• ZJSST’Jgt*’ £or Trade ana 

„„S\, to” ,0 b ,° by foroign competition, 

•' *»« <”c 552* nSS S32t rjSTZS 

r?riff BoS oSit^SfSP’ Can Sa ? in the torms of the re :P° rt ° f «» 

it n il v ?„ Government and no. Assembly ought to allow this 

by Aai,: E iEt\ 1 „‘; , tatLr: ppled by fore,g ” 1 ** *** 

bv tin* belief'']^ C ^n° US co "?ition, and onr proposals have been inspired 
sufficient vitality C ^-ity- f or ‘ B P e11 °* adversity, it still retains 
action „„„ t„„ n.im.lu.’on, »» 

UrnkTaS P ^“ al , dri ven a coach and tour 

oppose this because t,i«L d Jt t0 nulMy ’ and 1 am compelled to 
to the textlle^^ii?J u 7 e SK5® ls “ at a demine measure of protection 
to tax imports is treble ?,!^ m< ^ Ure and the reluctance 

tax the imports from Lancashire 1 w u " Wllll ngness in any way to 
Bombay committee! the tu-cstest c ., es . tei y. The millowonrs of 

sufficient evidence for lit, oftheir life in not having led 

tor Piotection against Lancashire as well, and the 
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results of that blunder are being visited upon them by an ever clever and 
skilful Government who have turned the tables on them and are merely 
pretending to give a measure of protection which is no protection at all. 
The two Bills that are proposed to-day, one this and the other that fol¬ 
lows, will leave the British manufacturers, whether of cotton or of 
machinery alone, and will save them lakhs and lakhs of rupees, while 
imposing further handicaps on the industry here and also on the ex¬ 
chequer. For these reasons, unless a genuine measure of protection is 
produced, I am unable to associate myself with the consideration of this 
Bill. Sir, I have done. (Applause.) 

Mr. M. S. Sesha Ayyangar (Madura and Ramnad cum Tinnevelly : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : I feel quite thankful to the Honourable the 
Commerce Member for what I should call a, fair presentation of his case. 
He practically conceded that whatever is proposed under the Bill will 
certainly and adversely affect the kandloom industry ; but he added that 
so far as counts above 40s. are concerned the degree to which it will be 
affected would be inappreciable. 'But, unfortunately for the House, no 
statistics are offered by the Honourable the Commerce Member. Similarly, 
as regards counts below 30s. he also says the same thing, that it will be 
inappreciably affected. Here, again, there are no statistics given.’ Pro¬ 
bably, the Honourable the Commerce Member thought that the House, 
being on the duty on yarn, might a,s well indulge in the pastime of 
spinning for itself. We are absolutely groping in the dark as to what 
probably the statistics will be as regards the inappreciable extent to 
which the Honourable the Commerce Member says counts above 40s. and 
counts below 30s. will be affected. But he says, that, so far as the medium 
counts are concerned, certainly the handloom industry will be affected 
seriously. Lastly, he wants the support of this House for the ’Bill on the 
ground that, inasmuch as there is a national industry that needs protection, 
the House might well consider the propriety of examining that attitude. 
My Honourable friend, Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar, a, Swarajist as he is, 
naturally grew righteously indignant over this application of the word 
“ national ” to the mill industries. But even assuming that the Honour¬ 
able the Commerce Member meant the word “ national ” in the sense in 
which I think he took it—even there I submit to the House that the hand- 
loom industry is not less national, for what do we find in Appendix IV ? 
We find, so far as the total consumption of piece-goods in this country is 
concerned, it is 4,479 million yards of cloth, of which the imports give us 
1,529 million yards, the mills about 1,700 million yards, the liandlooms 
about 1,160 million yards. So that, if the handloom industry is able to 
give us about 26 per cent, of the total consumption of piecegoods in India, 
the mills supply us about 40 per cent., or a little less than 40 per cent., and 
from the net imports we have about 35 per cent. Even there, consider¬ 
ing these figures, I submit to the House the handloom industry is not less 
national. In this connection, I would beg leave to correct my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar, when he gave us the figures of hand- 
looms in this country which he culled from the Census Report—I would 
beg leave to correct him and say that the last Census Report excludes the 
kandlooms in the "United Provinces, the Central Provinces, and many 
Indian States. So that certainly a larger number of people would be 
affected by the. introduction of this Bill. In this connection, I would 
also beg to submit to the House that so far as the attitude of the mill- 
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owners in tlie Bombay Presidency is concerned, it has never been friendly, 
for what do I see ? I see a passage in the Famine Commission’s Report 
of 1901, page 75, paragraph 226, to the following effect : 

“ The Famine Commission of 1898 agreed with the Commission of 1880 that it 
was desirable, where convenient, to relieve artisans of whom weavers, arc the most 
numerous, through their own trades, one of their reasons being that it is important to 
maintain all crafts by which people are supported independently of. agriculture. 
They were also of opinion that a carefully managed, businesslike scheme is not open to 
any of the objections usually urged against this class of relief ; and that it would 
probably not result in a greater loss to Government than that caused by - employing 
the weavers on the ordinary relief works. This opinion is more than confirmed by 
experience, and is now, we believe, accepted in every province except Bombay.” 


I dare say that the Bombay Government is influenced mostly hy the mill- 
owners of that Presidency. Again on the next page we find the follow¬ 
ing : 


“ It is sometimes objected that it is useless to prop up handloom or cottage 
weaving in the face of mill competition. But in fact the two industries supply different, 
wants. The coarse and durable cloths of the handlooms are still preferred in many 
parts 0 / India by Held workers and labourers, while the more delicate and peculiar 
products of those looms still hold the market. ’ ’ 


But, since then, there has been somewhat of a change of attitude, as we 
see from the small pamphlet issued, probably for the use of Members of 
this House, by the Bombay Millowuers’ Association, under the heading, 
Indian Cotton Textile Industry. Need for Protection ’I, refer to 
page 61 therein. The Bombay millowners discovered that the Govern- 
m™vy^ ere not anx i°us to accept the majority recommendations of the 
taint Keport and that they were determined to turn it down. They were 
a ne to the situation and expressed their views in these words : 


“ I C , d ° n °} I vi ? h make hght of the fact that the handloom industry should 
“-ii , ', , e Faceted. But we maintain that the best method of protecting both the 
uefitinn IU ^ ia . D< ?!oom industry is by eliminating the unfair Japanese coin- 

spllbio* ' c , ut , s nt v< ; r -’ 10 °* the home industry. Japan is deliberately 

Ins ,T V . P^ ces with a view to oust the home product so that once she 

Wp Ipivo ”1, tic amibet, she could raise the prices to the level she clioosep. 

fact.’*’ Board itself was fully alive to this well-known economic 
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Vn pa e ge C1 170 e ; ^ ^ is to tLis passage 

duty urn biTi ( * lc consumer therefore, the imposition of differential 

event be brought about l^ C Vi t,0n i mer $ lj ,last f ns t!le rise in prices which would in any 
ue orougnt about by the play of normal economic forces.” 

LtiKVJilSte, that mfflowners have conceded the fact that 
handlnnr ’7 + ° In * lls ®- ouse t>5 T the Government to impair the 

iS th r C Ie£t standing which would 
si ends • ‘ W? i5-f u ♦w^L 11 eX * ept the t ? tal rejection of the Bill as it 
nation and tbev •, the in . lPowners themselves are also alive to the 
SdSA” wheVS tf.,t 01 ]f W ^, us 1 t 1 °- Want t0 P^'-ect the handloom 
lection *to the millnwh *' * the Bill while it does not give adequate pro¬ 
to a vorv large exW TW 7 the handloom industry 

Tariff Boar^favoured^thisview S’! f#Ct that the ma * 0rit >' of the 

d tins view that no duty on yarn ought to be impdsed j 
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but if at all, a bounty can 'be suggested ; and lastly I would submit that 
my Houourable friend Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar has said that there are 
three classes of mills in this country. Let us confine our attention to- 
those that take to spinning alone. Supposing they take to-morrow to weav¬ 
ing also ; that would necessitate the handloom industry seeking for imported 
yarn ; and if you raise by this Bill the duty on imported yarn it would 
mean that the effect would be adverse upon them ; and there would also 
be internal competition which would necessarily mean deterioration first, 
probably decay nest and then death ultimately. So for these reasons I 
oppose the motion made by the Honourable the Commerce Member. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : I 
am sorry I have not yet heard anything in support of the motion except 
what Sir George Rainy spoke in moving the consideration. He did it 
in a halting manner, as if he was not sure himself of the grounds he wa& 
treading on. 

The position, however, comes to this, that the mill industry in this 
measure does not get a good chance and the handloom industry is going 
to be ruined. I am not an expert economist but I was at any rate 
influenced to believe that in some way gome protection is necessary for 
the mills, but then I never thought that any protection should be con¬ 
templated with regard to something which may be called half raw. I 
consider yarn as a half raw material. The imported yarn is used by 
mills to a certain extent but the major portion of the yarn in question 
here is used by the handloom weavers practically as raw material, and 
as we know handloom weavers are gradually dying, it is simply cruel and 
unjust to deprive them of the means of their living. 

It has been said that the'handloom industry is not a national industry^ 
The statement is not quite without some foundation. There is a view, 
on account of this crushing Western industrialism, which is grow¬ 
ing throughout the world among a class of people, that only the mills 
should remain and that cottage industries like handlooms should he 
destroyed. We all know that the agricultural nations with teaming rural 
populations strenuously strive against it, but I do not know whether 
even Members for Labour, like my friend Mr. Joshi, have seriously con¬ 
sidered the very dislocation of society which await such nations if 
Western industrialisation is superimposed with unreasonable haste and with¬ 
out a-proper study of existing conditions. What will follow if in India 
the handloom is destroyed ? In this connection Japan has been quoted 
by my friend Mr. Mehta. , He said that the mill industry was protected 
in Japan, and in some 3 or 4 decades—nay even in 15 years (I am grateful 
to my friend Mr. Mehta for the correction), Japan has been able now 
practically to monopolise the Indian market in yarn from 31 to 4(J 
counts. My friend Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar also says that if Japan 
wants, she can reduce her prices, and dump the Indian market with yarn 
only for the sake of retaliation, as it were. Yes, I think it is 
, possible. But what has the Government done in Japan ? They don’t 
leave the problem of unemployment in villages unsolved, or unconsidered 
like the Indian Government. They have carefully organised mill 
industries in village centres, so that the evils of hasty industrialisation 
do not affect the nation.- Ours is a vast agricultural country. I do not 
know when the day will come 'When our Government will likewise ’ 
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organise small industries in village centres so tiiat tke grave question 
of our national unemployment may be on the way to be solved. 

We have seen that the handloom industry has been already damaged 
by the abolition of the cotton excise duty. Mr. Mehta calls it a legitimate 
abolition. I grant it to him. But I do not know, what this measure, 
this illegitimate protection of yarn according to Mr. Mehta, will mean to 
our poor handloom weavers. We all know that they work day and 
night, morning and evening, day after day, without rest, leisure, or 
recreation. We are providing in this Bill against the Japanese double 
shift labour. But the poor handloom weaver in our villages works 
actually with not only double, or treble, but with quadruple shifts, or 
even more. He works night and day, man, wife and children, and as 
my friend Mr. Duraiswamy has queerly put it, even babies, all engaged. 
They all work to get how much ? Less than 3 annas per day. 

I come from a part of the country where I have daily experience 
of the ways of these weavers. They are getting rapidly out of employ¬ 
ment and arc being turned into beggars in numbers every day. In my 
boyhood days I found them a happy and prosperous artisan class, but 
if you come to my part of the country you will find that 60 to 80 per 
cent, of the beggars are of these weavers. They are beggars not by 
choice but by compulsion and for want of employment. They are also 
going m numbers to foreign lands in search of employment. But alas ! 
no one knows what fate awaits them there ! The best that they can 
have, may not even be better th'an the fate of Indians in South and East 
Atrica. They have no place here, nor there. What will they do 7 

•n-.ii] wT !'° r al 'S umeTlt ’ s sak e. I will admit that you may support the 
T T- y means . you like - But i1; is the duty of the Govern- 
• it , l 0 ^ at - thlS questlon of unemployment which is daily increas- 
the effect 'XT'** If tllls measui ' e is introduced, what will he 

indusfrv nnK tn ,, Gov ™ en t say that it will affect the handloom 
friend Mr Dnr-ii^ 0 exten } 0± 12 lak hs of rupees. But my Honourable 
lakbs d - if wHl L c J yengar Iias P roved tliat ^ will never be 12 
t is even more -"T 4 ° lakllS> I will not be surprised, if 

even lower^onnt^ nL° rSan -, S , 0Cl mdlo ™ rs ™11 put higher prices on 
annas S pies as mv h ’ ^ T\ ^ est content witk raising it to 12 
? t to ISanms ^ 1 5!*° UPa “ e . friend has put it- They may even raise 
thev trv in an • a nothm S to prevent them from doing so. If 

this additional price^ sed ™ aimer > they may do that. But who will pay 
the consumer I know m T -^ntf sald „ tllat Wl11 affect the pockets of 
handloom weavers I h l , f fact ’ that wil1 affect °nly the 

labour 2 or 3 davs and ' " o iT eyes - the wllole family 

finding a purchaser Tin f or ^ cloths. Then comes the question of 
Imt? itoTdS h £ H? r or . ™ le ■PMAer of the family 

Do you ever think, Si r that nnrfoeighbourmg villages for a customer, 
divty will at all be transferred C i rCUn i stances this additional 

dint he wants quality i T elearli- -a . c ° nsamer , f° r the supposed reason 
Whole Of if Will he paid L S ^ a greater Portion if not the 

can never be Iransforr^ ^o ’^ .V^ 0 ^ 1 weaver himself. This burden 
uot better and more just to tax'tlw i 7 ^?. c h being the case, is it 

One pound of yarn gives 4vards of ’(° pay thc mills ? 

* rOS 01 clot h—the product of one day’s labour' 
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for a family. At the rate of one anna it comes to a yearly tax of Rs. 20 
per loom. Can you, Sir, conceive it ? 

Then, what happens ? Our handlontns will inevitably lie idle m 
thousands and lakhs. Terrific unemployment will be the order of the- 
day. If the Government of India in the Commerce Department are 
going to create it, then I do not know what the Industry Department will 
do to face it. There have been on other occasions several questions 
about unemployment and we were complacently assured there was none. 
But this kind of evasive dose will no longer have its desired effect, when 
the disease will grow intensely acute. 


I submit, Sir, further that this question is not only one concerning 
the Commerce or Industry Department of the Government of India, but 
it also concerns the Provincial Governments. The opinions of all the 
Local Governments are here in those' volumes. They were buried in the 
Library, and nobody saw them, as is put by my friend Mr. Duraiswamy 
Iyengar. My friend wants the credit of exhuming them from that 
burial. Let him have the credit. I don’t grudge it. He haS just quoted, 
however, opinions from Madras to Assam. Almost all the Local Govern¬ 
ments, it is found, are against this protection. In fact, every Provincial 
Government is against this measure because it affects the cause of 
handloom weavers, and especially my province of Bihar and Orissa is> 
the most affected in this respect. The Government as well as the Director 
of Industries of that Province have expressed very strong views against 
this duty on yarn. According to some calculations, 28 per cent, of the 
total cloth consumed in India is produced and .supplied by the handloom. 
Others calculate it to be 26 per cent. Thus we have 26 to 28 per cent, 
of our cloth produced by handloom weavers in this country. But so far 
as my* province of Bihar' and Orissa is concerned, it is 40 per cent. I 
may say that our province has no mills at all. If this measure is, passed) 
we shall be faced with the problem bf‘ unemployment all the more. TBe 
province of Bihar and Orissa, besides, has got to manage many flood 
stricken and famine stricken areas. As Honourable Members are aware 
flood and famine are a regular feature of- my province. Consequently 
my province of Bihar and Orissa is very strongly against this measure. 


I am glad that Provincial Governments are in’ this connection so well 
alive to their own interests, but I do not know what the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment is doing with the opinions off all these provinces. We the 
representatives of Bihar and Orissa as well as those others whose pro 
vinces are likewise more directly affected, cannot think of voting for 
this motion. I am here to oppose this motion and support the motion of 
my Honourable friend Mr. Neogy, which amounts practically to the 
same thing in a different form of language. In this connection, I should 
however hke to know how the Government are going to guide the votes 
of official Members who represent the various Local Governments and 
particularly of the member who represent the Government of Bihar ancT 
Orissa. Those officials avIio come from Bihar and Orissa represent thn 
Government of that province and they are presumably bound by the 
opinions forwarded by that Government and they must give tlieir votes 
m accordance with the wishes of the Bihar and Orissa Government And 
so a so are the representatives of other Local Governments to be guided 
by their proper mandates, so to say. But we all know, as a matter of 
fact, how the Government Whips canvass votes. They iraLage to Ship 
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(2) motions to take into consideration and pass the Bill further 

to amend the Indian Succession Act, 1925, and the Married 
Women’s Property Act, 1874, as passed by the Council of 
State ; 

(3) similar motions as* regards the Presidency-towns Insolvency 

Act, 1909, as passed by the Council of State - T 

(4) motions to take into consideration and, if those motions are 

passed, to pass the Bills further to amend the Cantonments 
Act, 1924, and to amend the Indian Emigration Act, 1922. 

Thereafter, motions will be made to move two Resolutions regarding : 

( a ) the draft Conventions concerning seamen’s articles of agree¬ 
ment and the repatriation of seamen, and 

(Z>) recommendations of the General Conference of the Interna¬ 
tional Labour Organisation of the League of Nations con¬ 
cerning the repatriation of masters and apprentices and 
general principles for the inspection of the conditions of 
work of seamen. 

Thereafter, we propose to give time for further consideration of the 
Report of the Select Committee on the amendments to Standing Orders. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : May I know, Sir, if the Government 
will put down the Select Committee’s Report on Standing Orders on 
Thursday if it is not reached on Wednesday ? 

"The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : I am afraid, not. We must take 
precautions to see that the Government business winch is not otherwise 
taken next week shall not be shut out altogether. 

Mr. President : I thought the Honourable Member would ask the 
Leader of the House whether Friday would be available ! 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
the 7th September, 1927, 
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Wednesday, 7th September, 1927. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Cloeh, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


S 

MEMBER SWORN. 

Mr. D. 0. Mitchell, M.L.A. (Legislative Department : Nominated 
Official). 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Medical Education in Ajmer-Merwara. 

892, *Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : (a) Will Government state, if 
there is a Medical College in Ajmer-Merwara 1 

( b) If not, what arrangements have Government made for the 
medical education of students from Ajmer-Merwara desirous of getting 
it ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Lucknow Medical College maintained by 
the United Provinces revenues refuses to admit students from Ajmer- 
Merwara on the same terms as those from the United Provinces, but 
insists on the Ajmer-Merwara students paying tuition fees, which the 
United Provinces students are not required to pay'? 

(d) If so, what is the amount of those fees-? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : («) No. 

(&) Students from Ajmer-Merwara who require medical education 
have to obtain admission to medical schools and colleges elsewhere. 

(c) and (d). The information asked for is being'collected and will 
be supplied to the Honourable, Member on receipt. - 

» r i I 

Cutting of the Railway Line about Three Miles from Balasore Rail- 

, ’ way Station. > ! 

893. *Mr. B. C.'Roy : (a) Are Government aware that’some people 
in order to save their houses from further inundation were cutting the 
railway line about three miles from the Balasore railway station ? 

(Z>) Is fit a fact that pailway lines without sufficient outlet for the 
discharge of water are one of the causes of flood and accumulation of 
water ? If so. what action do the Government propose to take in the 
matter ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The information asked for is being collected 
and will be furnished to the Honourable Member in due eourse. 

( ms ) 

... - A 
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Mr. B. C. Eoy : Sir, I beg to withdraw the following questions. 

Mr. President : All the remaining questions standing in the Honour¬ 
able Member’s name s , * 

Mr. B. 0. Roy : Yes, Sir, Nos. 894-898. 

1899 11 —903". 


CONSTRUCTION OF THE CALCUTTA CHORD RAILWAY (BaLLY BRIDGE CON¬ 
STRUCTION). 


904. :: Mr. K. C. Neogy : ( a) What arrangements have been made in 
the mat + er of construction of the Calcutta Chord Railway (Bally Bridge 
construction) V 

(Z>) What is the total estimated cost of the works, and how much 
thereof is to be entrusted to private contractors ? 

(c) Have tenders been called for from private contracts in the matter , 
if so, with what result ? 


Mr. A. A. L Parsons : (a/ and (b). The work has been put in hand 
and is making very good progress. The latest figure of the cost of the 
bridge is about Rs. 21 crores. A large proportion of the work„ will be 
done by contract, but I am unable to say at this stage exactly how much. 

Tenders for the caissons were called for and two suitable 
tenders were accepted. The design of the steel work for the girders is 
not yet completed, as tenders have not yet been invited. 

Retrenchment by the Bengal-Nagpur Railway of Workmen employed 
in the Workshops at Kharagpur. 

905. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Railway Board has instructed the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway authorities to make retrenchment 
m the number of workers in the workshops at Kharagpur ? 

(5) If so, will they be pleased to state the exact terms of their 
instructions ? 


(c) Will Government be pleased to explain the reason for such in¬ 
structions ? 

Naui RAW- F f f SOn V i a) No : Th ° Position is that the Bengal 
KhaSm l S Administration, though their workshop methods at 

certaiifFnmrnv .mF 0 / ye , t . b 1 ecn completely reorganised, have carried out 

repair work to lieWW h,ch ' ?° u P led Wlf li a diminution in the amount of 

men in the labour t ; e - na . bIe + tbe ™ to eiTect a reduction of about 2,000 
n the labour force of about 12.000 men in the workshops there. 

(<>) and (c). Do not arise. 

had no correspomhmce withVm J" der f^ ldj Sir ’ tbat the Railway Board 
or nee with the Bengal Nagpur Railway on this subject ? 

Ru". A. A, Xi P<lT , ‘tnnc • TCT^ <1 

of the Bengal Nagpur RaHwav e^ correspondence, Sir. The Agent 
- -p -- _ M Ur itamva - r ca me to Simla and saw the Railway Board 

ft * r'-K-’questions and ansv^Tthercto will be-fotmfl 
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sometime towards the end of July, and informed us that this reduction 
of 2,000 men was necessary and discussed with us the manner in which 
it could be carried out. 

Mr. 1ST. M. Joshi : Is the lion our able Member aware that the 
Superir ten dent of the Workshop of the Bengal Nagpur Railway told the 
Union that this was being done under the orders of the Railway Board ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I have not received notice of any such state¬ 
ment but Ihe facts are exactly as I have told the House. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask the Honourable Member to inform the 
House what improvements the Honourable Member refers to which en¬ 
abled the Railway Board to do with a smaller number of people ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I have not details' of the improvements, Sir, 
but I understand that Mr. Cole, the Chief Mechanical Engineer, or the 
officers under him have designed new methods of work in the shops. 
I shall have to ask for notice if the Honourable Member wants to know 
exactly what improvements have been made in the workshops. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask, Sir, why the renewals and repairs are- 
diminished this year ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Because, as I think the House is aware, on 
most railways repairs were very behindhand throughout the period after 
the War and we have now on the Bengal Nagpnr Railway, as on other* 
Railways, caught up those arrears to a very large extent. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : May I ask the Honourable Member if any of 
the permanent workmen who were involved in the last strike have 
been brought under the axe ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Judging from the latest telegraphic information 
I have from the Agent of the Bengal Nagpur Railway, there has been so 
far, up to yesterday or the day before, no actual action taken to discharge 
these 2,000 workers because, as the Honourable Member will learn from 
a reply that I shall give to a subsequent question, at present we are at 
the stage, of voluntary resignations. I should like to take this oppor¬ 
tunity of saying that there, is no intention whatsoever in the mind of the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway Administration, as the House I am sure will 
know that there is not in the minds of the Railway Board, of any 
victimisation. 

Retrenchment by the Bengal Nagpur Railway op Workmen employed 
in the Workshops at Kharagpur. 

906. 51 Mr. N. M. Joshi : Is it a fact, 

i 

(a) that the Bengal Nagpur Railway authorities have issued a 
communique in which’they have stated their intention to dis¬ 
charge 2,000 men 1 

(h) that 200 men are already discharged ? 

( c) that among the' men discharged there are some men who have 
worked regularly for more than 15 years? 

:.Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The Bengal Nagpnr Railway autho¬ 
rities issued a notice intimating -that the number of men employed in 
the Kharagpur workshops would-be reduced. I lay a copy of the notice 

*i3105" • •' ‘ >= " 
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on the table. It invited voluntary resignations from the men and offered 
certain privileges to those who resigned, hut it also pointed out that in 
the event of an insufficient number of men resigning voluntarily it would 
be necessary to resort to compulsory retirements. I may mention that 
though, in the notice, the 27th August, 1927, was given as the dale before 
which voluntary resignations must be received, this date was subsequently 
extended to the 7th of September, 1927. I should also mention that the 
Agent of the Railway was in close touch throughout with the Labour 
Union and kept Them fully informed of the methods whereby the reduc¬ 
tion in staff would be effected. 

I should perhaps add to that that on, I think, /the 21st 
of August, the Agent met the Labour Union and discussed fully with 
them certain points which they wished to put forward with regard to 
the way in which these resignations or these retirements should he effected 
and that on a very considerable number of these points he met their 
wishes. He has throughout kept very closely in touch with the autho¬ 
rities of the Labour Union in this matter. 

(Z>) and (c). 178 men were, I understand, discharged some time 
before the issue of this notice because there was not work for them. Dis¬ 
charges were then suspended, since in view of the considerable reduc¬ 
tion. which it was found necessary to effect, the Agent considered that 
before proceeding further he should let the Labour Union know what 
action was proposed. Government are not aware of the exact length of 
service of these 178 men, but it is quite possible that some of them had 
more than 15 years’ service. 


DRAFT NOTICE. 

With effect from 30th September, 1027, the number of men employed in Kharagpur 
workshops will be reduced. 

2. Special benefits will be given to men who voluntarily resign before 27th August, 
jt‘27. Such men will be granted all leave, gratuity and Provident Fund bonus that 
may be due to them under the rules and in addition they will receive a bonus of one 
month’s pay. They will be granted service certificates stating particulars of service, 
and reason for leaving “ Resigned of own accord not “ Discharged on reduction 
of establishment ’ ’. Those men will be permitted to leave immediately on tlieir giving 
notice or at any time thereafter up to one month from the date of their notice. 

3. In the event of an insufficient number of men resigning voluntarily under chc 
iVbose terms, the necessary reduction will be made from amongst men approaching or 
past the age of .~"3, excepting individuals who may be specially required in the interests 
of the Company’s service, and from others by selection. 

4. Men thus compulsorily retired will be given one month’s notice and such 
gratuity, Provident Fund bonus and leave benefits as may be due to them under the 
rnlc^, but no bonus of a month’s pay. 


hTr. N. M. Joshi : Is it a fact that the Labour Union requested the 
Agent to reduce, if necessary, first the junior men instead of reducing 
the senior men * 

T,Tr - A. A. L. Parsons : I have no information to that effect, Sir. The 
imbour Union made certain inquiries whether employees with short 
service, who were brought under reduction, would get a gratuity. But 
n ",'V lw memorandum which has been given to me of the 

-° ns * ,f ^Ti Gen ** VRCnt arK * tbe Union which suggests that 
T u '> P m forward that request. 
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Mr.' N. M. JosM : May I ask wlietlier the Railway Board will re¬ 
commend to the Bengal -Nagpur Railway Agent that persons who have 
been engaged during this ‘year should first be reduced before people who 
have put in longer service ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I will consider tbe Honourable Member’s 
suggestion and bring it to the notice of rhe Agent of the Railway. I must 
point out, however, that, I think probably quite advisably, the first men 
the Agent proposes to retire are those who are nearing the age for re¬ 
tirement, nearing the age of 55. I am not sure that it will be 
desirable to alter that particular provision in the manner suggested by 
the Honourable Member. 

Mr. B. Das : Are Government aware that owing *to the floods there 
is already severe distress in the district of Midnapur and the districts 
of Cliota Nagpur and Orissa, and in view of the fact that any retirement 
of the statf on-the Bengal Nagpur Railway will affect the people in¬ 
habiting those districts and enhance the distress of the Oriya people as 
well, will Government see their way to recommend to the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway authorities not to reduce the staff, at least under the present dis¬ 
tressing conditions ? , 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am afraid ‘I could not recommend to the 
Agent of the Bengal Nagpur Raihvay to continue to keep on staff for 
whom there, is no work. 

Mr. B. Das : Will the Honourable Member recommend that these 
men be utilised in any other capacity on the Bengal Nagpur Railway, 
especially in the affected area where the railway lines are breached ? 

Mr. A, A. L. Parsons : Is the Honourable Member asking whether 
I will recommend to the Agent that any man who has been discharged 
from the Kharagpur Workshops should be given other employment on the 
Railway in places where they can find him suitable employment ? I 
think it is f almost certain that, the Agent has already taken that into 
consideration, but I will convey the suggestion to him. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will the Honourable Member 
kindly state whether the Railway-Board • has any authority to interfere 
with the personnel of Company-managed Railways and whether it con¬ 
siders it advisable to interfere with the personnel of Company-managed 
Railway Workshops ? 

Mr. A. A. It. Parsons : I am not aware, Sir, that any charge of in¬ 
terference with the personnel of these workshops has been levelled 
against the Railway Board. We have been acting entirely in consulta¬ 
tion with the Agent, who himself consulted us. Our relations with the 
authorities of Company-managed Railways are extremely intimate, and 
they would certainly consider themselves bound to consult us when 
action of this sort has to be taken. 

Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah -. Will the Government be pleased 
to state wlietlier tlie Bengal Nagpur Railway' authorities, while discharg¬ 
ing old workers, have been extending the service of men who are over 
55 ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Pardons : If the Honourable Member will wait, there 
is a further question, on wliidh, though it does not exactly answer his 
question, I think that it Will more appropriately arise. 
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Mr. N. M. Joshi : With reference to the supplementary question 
of my gallant friend, Colonel Gidney, may I ask the Railway Board 
whether most of the capital of the Company-managed Railways is sup¬ 
plied by the Government of India ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : That is so. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : One supplementary question, Sir. In view of the 
fact that more workmen will be required for the repair of the damages 
caused by tho. floods, do Government propose for the benefit of these 
workmen and for the benefit of the country, to keep these men on until the 
works are finished and the damages are repaired ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am afraid I can find very little connection 
between work which is done by skilled artizans in the Kharagpur 
workshops and the earth work which is being done on mending the lines 
on the East Coast section. I have already said that I will convey the 
suggestion to the Agent of the Railway that, if possible, other work 
should be found for these men on the Railway. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I inquire whether the Railway Board will 
consider the suggestion of the Labour Union that instead of reducing 
the men all at once, they should wait for vacancies taking place in the 
natural course * 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I think I have already answered that I am 
afraid the Railway Board cannot justify the continuance of employment 
m the Kharagpur workshops of men for whom there is no work. 


Expenditure incurred by the Bengal-Nagpur Railway on Superior 
Officers and Subordinate Supervising Staff. 


t. Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Are Government aware that during the 
ast three j ears their expenditrire on the Bengal Nagpur Railway for 
sidmmhlv? CCrS am * * 0r subordinate supervising staff has gone up con- 

(6) If so, will they be pleased to state by how much the above expendi¬ 
ture has gone up ? , 


k* Parsons : Final figures of the expenditure on superior 
97 nrn S . 1X ! ate ® u P® rvisu *8 staff on the Bengal Nagpur Railway for 1926- 
+i. \ i £ c . rea ^5 1 but I will send the Honourable Member the information 
that he requires as soon as they come in. 

•superior + 1 as ^’ ,^ ir > whether, if the expenditure on the 

Hail wav Rmwt , 1 [ iate supervising staff has gone up considerably, the 
<. Board v ill he prepared to reduce that expenditure ? 

penditure^if should only be prepared to reduce ex- 

irlien the IIonourahl^Ar^^ ' W ? S not being wisely incurred. I think, 
been a oonfiiJenbi 86,58 j llc f, " lires > be will find that there has 

year before. * m ex P en diture J ear as compared with the 


"one up during theSas^'few^von^ was whether the expenditure has 
whether the Governing 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The answer to the Honourable Member’s 
question is that we addressed the Agent of the Bengal Nagpur Hallway, 
as well as the Agents of all other Railways, to see whether they could not, 
by revising their arrangements, and without loss of efficiency, succeed in 
obtaining a reduction of administrative charges. . 

Rates for Daily Wage Staff in Workshops of the Bengal Nagpur 
: . ’ ■ Railway. • 

908. "Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state whether 
after the last strike of the Bengal Nagpur Railway employees any im¬ 
provement in the conditions of serviee of the workers has'been made and, 
if so, will they be pleased to state w'hat it is ? 

Mr.: A. A. L. Parsons : Yes. The pay of workers drawing under 
eleven rupees per mensem has been raised in all departments except the 
Locomotive Department where proposals are under final examination. 
Meanwhile, the Chief Mechanical Engineer has already been authorised to 
adopt from the 1st September the following minima rates for daily wage 
staff in workshops : 

Skilled labour, twelve annas a day, 

Unskilled adult men, nine annas a day. 

* 

Discharge of Old Workmen of the Workshops at Kharagpur. 

. .909. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to state whether.: 

(a) , while old workers are being discharged in the Kharagpur work¬ 

shops, some new workers are being engaged ? 

( b ) articles manufactured in the; shops are being obtained through 

contractors ? .. . . 

(c) articles manufactured ,in the workshops are being obtained 

' from foreign countries 1 , ' 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (or) No. 

(b) Certain articles such as bolts'and nuts below three quarters of 
an inch diameter and some casting, etc., have always been obtained through 
contractors. • Probably what the Honourable Member wishes to know is 
whether there has been any recent alterations of practice.' If so, the 
answer is in the negative. 

(c) Here again there has been no alteration of the practice on the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway, which is much the same as that of other Railways. 

Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah : May I ask, Sir, whether the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway have been discharging old workers and at the same time 
granting extensions to those who have completed the age of 55 ? 

■ Mr. A. A, L. Parsons : Not so far as my information goes, Sir. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask, Sir, whether it is not a fact that articles 
so far manufactured in the Kharagpur workshops' are now ordered to be 
obtained either through contractors or through foreign countries ? 
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Mr A A. L. Parsons : The information given.me by the Agent of 
the Raiiwav which I have just read out to the House, appears to me to 
twW is not the act, for he states there has been no alteratum m 

the practice. , . . , 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Though there may not be an alteration m the 
practice there may be alteration in the amount of He articles made in 
Kharagpur, and I want to know whether the Railway Board will be willing 
to convey the sense of this House that it is not right and that it » not m 
the interests of the workers of this country that they should get these 
articles from foreign countries. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am not sure that I understand to what 
articles the Honourable Member refers, nor am I sure that he expresses the 
sense of this House. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : The Honourable Member is aware that this House 
has given protection to many industries ? 

Discharge of 12 Clerks by the Locomotive Auditor at Kharagpur, 
Bengal Nagpur Railway. 


910. •’ Mr N. M. Joshi : (a) Is it a fact that the Loco, Auditor at 
Kharagpur has in the name of economy discharged 12 clerks and purchased 
equipment and machinery ivorth nearly Rs. 50,000 and is incurring an 
additional monthly expenditure of about Rs. 1,000 ? 

(b) Do Government propose to enquire into'this matter ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons.: A reference has been made to the Railway 
Administration, but up to the present no reply has been received. The 
information will he communicated to the Honourable Member on receipt. 


Number or Indian Guards and Drivers on Passenger Trains on the 
Main Line op the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

911. '•‘Mr. N. M. Joshi : "With reference to the reply given to my 
unstarred question No. 29, dated 18th August 1927, will Government be 
pleased to enquire how many Indian guards and drivers are running on 
the main line of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway for passenger trains, 
and if there ore none. Avlry ? 

* i 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons': I will obtain the information for the Honour¬ 
able Member. 


Number or Railway Employees discharged after Periodical Medical 
Examination during the Year 1926. 

912. ’Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) With reference to the reply to my 
unsmrred question No. 38, dated 18tli August 1927, will Go\ eminent be 
pleased to enquire bow many men in railway service were discharged after 
periodical medical examination during the year 2926 ? 

(1) Will they aho be pleaded to state how many of the men discharged 
were Indians and how many Europeans ? 

,, A. A. L. Parsons : I will obtain the information for the Honour¬ 
able Member. 



QUESTIONS NOT PUT, OWING TO THE ABSENCE OF THE QUES¬ 
TIONER, WITH ANSWERS TO THE SAME. 

Booking op Motor, Cars and Live Stock prom Digha Gba.t, Bengal and 
North Western Railway, across the River during the Rains. 

899. : ‘Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Will the Government 
be pleased to state : 

{a) If they are aware that booking of motor ears and live stock 

from Digha Ghat, Bengal and North-Western Railway across the river 

remains closed during the rains ? 

> * 

(&) If so, for how many months in ihe year ? ) 

(e) hat other course is open to the public to send live stock and 
motor cars during the period ? 

( d ) Is it a fact that the other routes for their transport are vgry 
costly 1 

(e) Do Government propose to take necessary steps to give relief 
to the public in this connection ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Enquiry has been made and the result will be 
communicated to the Honourable Member. 

Report op the Indian Sugar Committee. 

900. *Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) When did ‘ the 
Indian Sugar Committee submit its Report ? 

(Z>) If it -has, what action have the Government taken since the 
submission of the Report ? ‘ 

(c) If not, when is the Committee expected to submit the repoft ? 
Mr. A. R. Dalai : (a) In 1921. 

, (1 )) A statement, shbwing i the action taken by Goyeminent on the 

Reports is laid on the table of the. House. , , 

(c) Does not arise. 


X.—Action taken by the 


Government of India on the Recommendations of the 
IndiajSt Sugar Committee. 


Recommendations. Action taken. 

i 

I .—General Agricultural Recommendations. 


Recommendation No. 225. —The importance of agri¬ 
cultural engineering should be recognised by the in¬ 
corporation of Agricultural engineers in the I. A. S. 

* 

Recommendation No. 230. —The mycological needs 
of cane will he met, if laboratory facilities are provided 
at the Sugar Research Institute and when necessity 
arises, a Mycologist from Pusa is lent to the Institute. 

Recommendation No. 231. —An additional Entomo¬ 
logist should be appointed to the Pusa staff principally 
for the investigation of cane pests throughout India. 


The Government of India aban¬ 
doned the p’rooosal to include the 
Agricultural Engineers' in tlie 
cadre of the I. A. S. 

Action on these was postponed 
pending the creation of an all- 
India Entomological Service. 

The consideration of this pro¬ 
posal has been postponed pend¬ 
ing the receipt of the recom¬ 
mendations of the Royal Com¬ 
mission on Agriculture. 


( 4051 ) 
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Recommendations. 


Action taken. 


Recommendation No. 232 .—The power of the Im¬ 
perial Sugarcane Expert to import cane from other 
countries without a certificate of freedom from disease 
should be transferred to the Director of the Sugar Re¬ 
search Institute when it is created. 

Recommendation No. 233 .—Till then the power 
should also be given to the officer in charge of the Re¬ 
search Station at Shahjahanpur. 

Recommendation No. 234 .—The water requirements oi 
cane should be investigated on all agricultural stations 
wording on cane. 

Recommendation No. 235 .-—The establishment of 
the proposed research station in the Punjab for the in¬ 
vestigation of the water requirements of all crops should 
be expedited and a Soil Physicist or Physical Chemist 
should bo placed in charge. 

Recommendation No. 236 .—The possibility should be 
oonsidored of meeting the cost of lining canals on which 
a concentrated cane area is to be served by increasing 
the water rates. 

Recommendation No. 237 .—The system of selling 
irrigation water by volume has great advantages and 
conditions nro more favourable for its adoption than 
when tho Irrigation Commission first expressed their 
preference for it when practicable. 

Recommendation No. 239 .—Early action on tbe re¬ 
commendations of tho Committee on Weights and Mea¬ 
sures is required in tho interests of the cultivator. 


The Sugar Research Institute 
has not been established yet. 


This recommendation has been 
given effect to. 


)>- Left to local Governments for 
I neoessary action. 


Under consideration by the 
Public Works Department. 


Necessary action has been 
taken by the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment. 


II .—Other sources of Sugar. 

Recommendation No. 258 .—A unique opportunity Left to the local Government 
appears to be afforded of opening a combined cane and concerned, 
boot sugar factory in the Peshawar Valley. 

IH .—The Manufacture of Qur. 

Recommendation No . 287 .—The Industrial Com- Referred to the local Govorn- 
m is si on s recommendations for tho grant of loans for ments who agreed to grant loans 
small or cottage industries are well suited to encourage where necessary. > 
tho gur-making industry, except that the disposal of 
these loans should be entrusted to the Agricultural De¬ 
partment and not to the Department of Industries. 


4W —The Sugar Faclonj and its Ram Material. 


Recommendation No. .3/.?.—To enable monthly 
r* ..loments to bo made under the scale proposed, tbe 
JIT- ‘ should issue monthly a statement 

Of « v a'ccrage wholesale prices in tho principal markets 
05 w »r manufactured in India. 


This is covered 
mondation No. 375. 


by reeom- 
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Recommendations. 


Action taken. 


Recommendation No. 319 .—There are several pro¬ 
jects for new lines in North Bihar the execution of 
which would be of great benefit to the factory industry 
there. 

Recommendation No. 320 .—Other schemes that 
should be proceeded with are for branch lines or exten- y 
sions in Gorakhpur (United Provinces ),fKamrup (Assam), j 
Ganjam (Madras) and Poona (Bombay). I 


Necessary action has been 
taken by the Railway Board. 


Recommendation No. 321 .—On existing lines the 
-chief need is a prompt service of open trucks with low 
sides. 


Recommendation No. 322 .—With the development Necessary action has been 
of the industry there will be a growing need for pri- taken by the Railway Board, 
■vately owned light railways to convey cane to the fac¬ 
tory ; and the authorities controlling existing roads 
and railways should as far as possible afford the neces¬ 
sary facilities. 


V .—Manufacture of Sugar. 


Recommendation No. 342 .—Government should, 
.therefore, erect a pioneer factory in Upper India out- 
■side the present factory zone, possibly in the Karnal 
*or Rohtak district of the Punjab. 


Recommendation No. 343 .—It should be run on 
purely commercial lines by a directorate of five—a 
managing director, the Director of the Sugar Research 
Institute ( ex-offlcio) another official nominated by 
-Government and two non-offieials nominated by the 
Sugar Board. 

Recommendation No. 344 .—The nanaging director 
and factory staff should he recruited on special agree¬ 
ments and participate in profits. 

Recommendation No. 345 .—Should Government he 
•unable to provide the funds, a loan should be raised in 
"the form of debentures carrying a guaranteed interest 
of 7 per cent free, of income-tax and a half share in all 
profits above 7 per cent, up to 13 per cent. 


The establishment of a pioneer 
factory in Upper India wds post-' 
-poned owing to financial strin¬ 
gency. It must now await the 
recommendations of the Royal 
Commission. 


Recommendation No. 346 .—The Factory should be 
required to carry out general experiments for the bene¬ 
fit of tlie sugar industry and should receive no privileges 
•which would not be given to a private factory. 


Recommendation No. 362 .—The period of notice for 1 
the submission of tenders should not exceed six months, j 

Recommendation No. 353 .—The possibility should be 
considered of adopting as the contract rate a sliding 
scale based on the market price of the distiller’s basic 
material. 


Necessary action has been 
taken by the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment. 
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Recommendations. 


Action taken. 


VI .—The Tariff Question. t 

Recommendation No. 3oS .—A quantitative duty is , A quantitative duty (23 
preferable to an ad valorem duty ; but tbe present time (D. S. and above Rs. 4-8-0 per 
is not opportune for the change. cwt.. between 8 and 23 D. S. 

Rs. 4 per cwt.) has beeri imposed 
with effect from the 1st June 
1925. 

Recommendation A o. 360 .—If Imperial preference < Xo present action is called for* 
is adopted generally, it should be adopted in favour of 
Empire sugar by means of a proportional reduction on 
the present tariff. 

VII .—S tatist i ccl l. 

Recommendation Ko. 373 .—A certain amount of re 
arrangement would considerably improve the “ Acrri 
cultural Statistics of India.” 


The changes recommended 
have been accepted. 


Iat J°l , N °- 374 --T^ “Commercial 

statistics of India should include statistics of cane 
crushed and sugar and molasses turned out by sugai 


Recommendation 373.-The monthly sugar 
pnee retunis recommended in Chapter XIX'should be 
reproduced m “ Prices and Wages in India.” 

Recommendation Ro. 3S0 .-Detailed improvements 

L S“» oU " T " b,e »° f " J W«g< 


The publication known as 
“ Commercial Statistics of India ” 
have been replaced by the 
“ Statistical Abstract,” in which 
no separate figures for sugar 
factories are given. 'It was not 
considered desirable to give effect 
to the recommendations of the 
Sugar Committee. 


Held over pending final oiders 
I on the question of the disconti* 
►nuance of “ Pi ices and Wages in 
India ” volume. 




being 


done. 


-jrormauon of 


in utu/i 


Ind^Tsugar Indu”tn-°on ^tW ThC ° r " ani . sation o{ thc 
progrc i «. * on ^ 10 4 ara model is essential to 

menibcm uilUmv" th ? first instance all 

but the first dutv oftt 0 nominated by Government; 

scheme L « 

K'eotnmrndntion .Vo ica nr , 
b°ld office for t iiree J'^'7'\ T " nbcr " should, then 
honorary. * ‘ nnt ^ their tenure should be 


The establishment of a Sugar 
Research Institute and a Sugar 
Board "was postponed on grounds 
of financial stringency and eco- 
I nomy. It must await the 
>-recommendations of the Royal 
I Commission on Agriculture. The 
question of establishing research 
stations in the provinces has been 
•eft to local Governments. 
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Recommendations. Action taken. 

VUI.— Formation of an Indian Sugar Board —contd. 

Recommendation No. 387. —An Imperial Sugar Re- 'J 
■search Institute should be established with three divi¬ 
sions, agricultural, chemical, engineering, each with its 
own independent head, and it should control the work 
on the various ’•“search stations already proposed for the 
provinces. 

Recommendation No. 388. —A director required for 
the administrative control of the whole Institute and to 
keep in touch with the sugar work of the Province. 

Recommendation No. 389. —-In addition to the more 
obvious lines of work the Institute should consider the 
needs of the small gur manufacturer, investigate the 
possibilities of the beet sugar production and assist the 
palm sugar industry. 

Recommendation No. 390. —The first Director and 
heads of divisions should be recruited on special terms, 
and other officers of the research organisation as mem¬ 
bers of the Indian Agricultural Service. 

Recommendation No. 391. —Subsequent Directors 
and heads of divisions should be appointed by promotion 
and given the status and pay of provincial Directors 
of Agriculture and officers in the selection grade of the 
Indian Agricultural Service respectively. 

Recommendation No. 395. —Factories should he en¬ 
couraged to maintain their own agricultural advisers 
provided and controlled by the Sugar Research Insti¬ 
tute. 

Recommendation No. 396. —The sugar industry 
should be expected to contribute towards the cost of the 
Institute from the outset; and the first representative 
Board should evolve a practical system of contribution. 

Recommendation No. 397. —Peculiar conditions in 
India, especially the importance of the gur industry, 
preclude the complete elimination of Government in¬ 
terest in the Institute; and when the industry is in a 
position to take over the main control, its funds should 
be provided by a levy on factories supplemented by a 
Government subsidy to ensure consideration of the 
interests of the small grower. 

Recommendation No. 398. —The functions of the 
Sugar Board would be to control the policy of the Re- 
search Institute and the administration of its funds, to 
advise Government on matters affecting the sugar in¬ 
dustry and to supervise the issue and receipt of returns 
by the Institute. 

Recommendation No. 399. —The cost of the Sugar 
Board would he negligible ; that of the’Research Insti- ' 
tute, the sugar school and the sub-stations is estimated 
at 351 lakhs non-recurring and 12 lakhs recurring ; hut 
the latter should he largely reduced by the earnings of j 
the sub-stations. ‘ J 


The establishment of a Sugar 
Research Institute and a Sugar 
Board was postponed. It must 
now await the recommendations 
, of the Royal Commission on Ag- 
| riculture! r £he 'question of es- 
| tablishing research stations in 
| the provinces has been left to 
j local Governments. 
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Recommendations. ' 'Action taken. 

VTII.— Formation of an Indian Sugar Board —concld. 


Recommendation No. 400. —Profits on the research 
stations should be devoted to the expansion of the acti¬ 
vities of the Institute. 

Recommendation No. 401. —The submission by fac¬ 
tories to the Institute of returns approved by the Board 
should be made compulsory by legislation; but pro¬ 
ceedings for default should only be taken on the com¬ 
plaint of the Board. 

Recommendation No. 402. —The Research Institute 
should be located where it can serve not only the 
existing factory industry of Upper India but also the 
great cane tract further west and north : and a site in 
the Basti or Ivlieri district of the United Provinces 
would fulfil these requirements. 

Recommendation No. 403. —The same place should be 
adopted os the headquarters of the Board, though the 
Chairman should have power in case of necessity to 
convene meetings elsewhere. 

Recommendation No. 404. —The Sugar Bureau should 
be continued pending its absorption in the Research 
Institute. 


IX.— Coi mbatore. 

Recommendation No. 406.—~ The Coimbatore cane- 
breeding station and the post of cane breeding expert 
should now be made permanent. 

Recommendation No. 407. —The station should be 
transferred to Imperial control. 

Recommendation No. 412 .—More attention should 
be paid to the breeding of new varieties of thick canes 
for Peninsular India, Burma and Assam. 

Recommendation No. 413.— The area of the station 
should, if necessary, be increased by some 25 or 30 acres 
for this purpose 

Recommendation No. 414.— Coimbatore should also 
become a cane research station for South Madras. 

Recommendation No. 416. ■—In addition to undertak¬ 
ing branches of work indicated in Chapter X. the re¬ 
search station should carry out special investigations 
into the water requirements of cane. 

Recommendation ho. 4h .—A second cane-brecdin rr 
station is required mainly for the raising of seedlings 
from parents that will not produce fertile seed at 
Oimoatore. 


The establishment of a Sugar 
Research Institute and a Sugar 
Board was postponed. It must 
► not? await the recommendations’ 

| of the Royal Commission on Ag- 
| riculture. The question of es~ 

I tablishing research stations in 
the provinces has been left to. 
local Governments. 


The Coimbatore Cane breeding 
station has been made perma¬ 
nent. and brought under Imperi¬ 
al control with effect from 1st- 
April 1925. Funds amounting 
to Rs. 1,03,600 for providing 
additional staff and for the 
purchase of land, etc., were pro- 
^■vided during 1925-26. Addi¬ 
tional land has been acquired 
and extra staff is being recruit¬ 
ed. A sxim of Rs. 1,00.000 has 
been provided for further ex¬ 
pansion of the station during 
1926-27. A Second Cane- 
breeding Officer has been ap¬ 
pointed to conduct research or> 
thick canes. 


Rfumrntndation A’ 0 . 422. _Tf 1P 

exjxrt should control both breedinc 
Coimbatore his headquarters. 


canc-breeding 
stations, making 
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Recommendations. 1 Action taken; 

X.— Sugar Schools. 

Recommendation No. 426. —One of the greatest ' 
needs of the Indian Sugar industry is a properly trained 
staff of chemical, engineering and agricultural assist¬ 
ants. 

Recommendation No. 427. —The specialised techni¬ 
cal training which -will qualify men to enter the sugar 
industry as competent workers should be provided in 
the country. 

Recommendation No. 428. —Of the educational in¬ 
stitutions in other countries which give courses of ins¬ 
truction in sugar technology the Audubon Sugar 
School of the Louisiana State University and the Col¬ 
lege of Hawaii furnish the most instructive precedents 
tor India. 

Recommendation No. 429. —The school for India 
should provide a thorough training in sugar agricul¬ 
ture, chemistry and engineering and should form an 
integral part of the Sugar Research Institute. 

Recommendation No- 4 30. —The ultimate standard 
of training to be aimed at should be worked up to 
gradually with due regard to the immediate needs of 
the industry. 

Recommendation No. 431. —Prior to admission 
students should have taken the first two years’ course 
of an Agricultural or Engineering College with some ad¬ 
ditional instruction in chemistry and physics. 


Owing to financial strin- 
^-gency consideration of the pro¬ 
posals was deferred. It muBt 
now await the recommendations 
of the Royal Commission on 
Agriculture. 


Recommendation No. 432. —The Sugar School course 
should extend over 2£ years and three crushing seasons; 
and should be conducted in two sections, an agricultural 
section and a chemical and engineering section, though 
a part of the training would be common to both. 


Recommendation No. 433. —Practical field and 
factory work should form the most prominent feature 
of the course ; and for this purpose the school should 
have its own farm and small model factory. 

Note. —Other recommendations concerned local Governments and were left to them 
to take such action as they considered necessary. 


Creation of Scholarships for the Study of the Sugar Industry in 

Foreign Countries. 

901. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : (a) Are Government 
considering the desirability of creating scholarships for the study of the 
sugar industry in Eoreign countries ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) be in tlie negative, will the Government 
please give reasons ? 

Mr. -A. R. Dalai : (a) and (b) . The question of creating scholarships 
for the study of the sugar industry is under the consideration of the 
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Royal Commission on Agriculture. It will be taken up by the Govern¬ 
ment of India when the recommendations of the Commission are received. 

Proposed Branch Line of the Bengal and North Western Railway 

BETWEEN MAHARAJGUNJ AND DrAULI. 

902. Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Will the Government 
be pleased to state : 

(a) When it is expected to open the proposed branch line of the 

Bengal and North Western Railway between Mali a raj trim,i 
and Drauli in the District of Saran (Bihar and Orissa) ? 

(b i Do they propose to ask the Company to expedite the completion 
of the scheme ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (b). This line has not yet been sur¬ 
veyed. If the Maslirak-Thawe line, which is under consideration, is 
taken up. it will serve the same area. 

Running of Through Composite First and Second Class Carriage between 
Pahleza Ghat and the Main Line of the Bengal and North AYestern 

Railway. 

903. "Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan : Wilt the Government 
be pleased to state : 

t/D Ii it is proposed to run a through composite first and second 
class carriage between Pahleza Ghat and the main line of 
the Bengal and North AYestern Railway going to Cawnpore ? 

(b) Is it a fact that passengers, specially ladies, are subjected 

to inconvenience during the rains and cold weather by walk¬ 
ing a long distance oh the Sonepur station platform to get 
another train ? u 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Enquiry has been made and the result 
will be communicated to the Honourable Member. 

(b) Government have received no complaints to this effect. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Retrenchment by the Bengal Nagpur Railway of AYorkmen employed 
IN THE AV'ORKSnOPS AT KHARAGPUR. 

: it haT ? r '5 eived 1,1 ® following notice of motion for 

ffrSriL K f AcLf^f WOT TUlC 11 " f * he Ma ” Bt.l» 

I desire Tinder Rule II of the Indian Legislative Rules to make a motion Tor tlm 
adjournment of the business of the Assembly to tint (7th SenTember 1Q27I for L 
purpose of discussing a definite matter of nro-enf •mihlin ; ©eptemoer 192f) for the 
c ion of the Bemral Xamnir^ 1 ^ 1 V, r £ en ? P ubl c importance, namely, the deei- 
the Kharagpui voTksS at a Hmo to ^trench 2,000 men of 

stricken v, itli the havoc caused bv tlm } n ei l OJg}lb ounHg parts of the country are 
tics are giving out on coXcf^n urivor’u T"’ while said railway autbori- 
flone in the railvay Workshops by the workmen ^ "° rk loc6,ltl >’ 
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This notice of motion came into my hands one minute before 11 6 'clock. 
It is extremely inconvenient to every cine-concerned, particularly to the 
Chair and to the Department that Members should,give such notice just 
* at the eleventh hour. I must have some time , at any rate to considerthe 
question of admissibility to enable .me to pass orders on it. I hope, there¬ 
fore, that Members who desire, to give notice of motions for adjournment 
of the House under rule li, will at least give a few minutes to the Chair, 
•so- that the Chair might communicate with the- Department concerned 
and have their view. This is, of course, for future guidance. As for the 
particular notice which I' have just read to the, House, I should like ,to 
know from Mr. Aeharya on what date this decision of the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway authorities was arrived at ? , . 

Mr. M. K. Aeharya (South Areot cum Chingleput : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, from the papers that I have got, notice seems 
to have been, given on the 15th of last month and it is to take effect be¬ 
fore the end of this month. It is specifically stated in the notice that 
arrangements should.be made so that the whole of the surplus is elimi¬ 
nated before the beginning of the Puja holidays. It says : 

- “ The notices to the staff whose services are dispensed with compulsorily should 

be issued so that they will expire by the 29th September at latest ”. , 

I got this two days ago. I was thinking over it and consulting friends 
as to the action that should be taken. I hope when the,,occasion arrives 
I shall be able to show that it is not only urgent but that, inasmuch -as it 
affects the welfare of 2,000 workers and their families, it is of great 
public interest, ’ and I hope I shall be able. 

Mr. President : I only want to know from the Honourable Member 
when the decision of the Bengal Nagpur Railway was arrived at ? On 
what date ? 

Mr. M. K. Aeharya : I cannot say. I have got only the letter of the 
Agent addressed to the Chief Mechanical Engineer giving instructions 
to bring about retrenchment before the 29th September at latest. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail¬ 
ways) : I think, Sir, I can supply the information for which you have 
asked. The decision of the Agent was communicated to the Labour 
Union at Kharagpur ;on the 15th August last, I remember myself seeing 
in one of the Calcutta newspapers a public announcement on the sub¬ 
ject,—in a paper which reached Simla on the 18th August. I take it, 
therefore, that it must have been actually published in Calcutta either 
on the 16th or the 17,th. As regards the admissibility of the motion, 
Mr. President, I should like to make two submissions. In the first place, 
the Housf has heard the answers given by Mr. Parsons to the questions 
on this subject. I would submit that it is very .difficult to say that this 
is a matter of public importance. I do not say that a large reduction 
in .the labour force in a railway workshop might not be in given circum¬ 
stances a matter of real public importance : but I do think that a great 
deal would depend upon the circumstances, and as far as I know, there 
is nothing in the present, case which would justify the. belief that it is, 
in fact, a matter of great public importance. It is obvious, I think, that 
if matters of this kind were invariably so regarded, the time of this 
House would be constantly taken up with discussions on subjects of this 
kind. 
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Then, on the second point, Mr. President, namely, as regards the 
urgency of the motion, I would submit that, since the decision of the 
Agent was announced as long ago as the 15tli August and was actually* 
published in the papers as long ago as the 16th or 17th August, if the 
matter was regarded as of such importance and urgency as to require dis¬ 
cussion in this House it ought to have been brought up at an earlier date. 
The Honourable Member who has given notice of the motion has had a 
number of opportunities on which he could have brought the matter 
up, and I do submit, Sir, that it cannot now be regarded as a matter of 
urgency within the meaning of the rule. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests) : I want to say one 
word about the question of importance and also of urgency. The im¬ 
portance of the matter lies in the fact that, although most of the capital 
which is required for running the Bengal Nagpur Railway is provided 
by the Indian tax-payer, the railway authorities are sending away a 
number of men, while at the same time they are ordering things from 
abroad which could be made in the workshops. I think that the tax¬ 
payer has a right to say why Government should not follow this policy. 
The urgency of the matter lies in the fact that, although the notices were 
issued as early as the loth August, the Union was negotiating with the 
Agent and 1 think no action could he taken for some time. 


• n President: Unlike the Commerce Member, I am clearly of opi¬ 
nion that the matter is of great public importance. But I am' not con¬ 
vinced that the matter is urgent. I should have certainly admitted this 
Tbe C L° f <. m ° tl0n f ° r ad 'i° urn l ment if ^ tad come to me on the 18th August. 

Au"ust° irw?s°nn 0 hr d i *2 • )e +! qUGStl0ned was arrived at ’ on the loth 
fs s?r Geo^rR^ 1 Shed ^ the “ e ] vs Pa p ers on the. 16th or 17th August, 
as oir Geoige Ramy has said, and there is absolutely no reason whv the 

foS»e“ e „^he e , r 8f ?° U d T ha V of motion for ad- 

jonrnment on the 18th. In these circumstances. 


w m ? 1 adaS Mebta (Bombay City 
Urban) : Would you hear us on that point ? 


Non-Muhammadan 


l ° h ° ai m ° re SPe0C,les - 1 


message prom the council op state 

Me*.* Has been 

on tlie Oth September, nt’tTpjVeO mith out hav °. at their meeting held 

tree „^ by the beglebtivl ZVSyZnZ SZSKfr™-*** 

A Bill to amend the Indian Bar Councils .Act 1926 dvf * " ' 

a Bi] , fnrfW . . . Vj0TOClls Act > 1926 > ior certain purposes. 

® " l ° “ m “' i th * Mi “ M-ehant Shipping Act, 1023. ' ' ' 

- .11 farther „me„« the Mien Dir.rce Ml f „ , ^ „ 




BILLS PASSED BY THE COUNCIL OF STATE LAID ON THE 

TABLE. 

’ Secretary of the Assembly : Sir, in accordance with Rule 25 of the 
Indian Legislative Rules, I lay on the table the following two Bills which 
were passed by the Council of State at its meeting of the 6th September, 
1927 : 

1. A Bill further to amend the Indian Divorce Act for a certain 
purpose. 

- 2. A Bill further to amend the Assam Labour and Emigration Act, 

1901, for certain purposes. 


THE INDIAN TARIFF (COTTON YARN AMENDMENT) , BILL— 

contd. 

, Mr. President,: The House will now resume further consideration 
of the following motion moved by the Honourable Sir George Rainy on the 
6th September 1927 : 1 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, in order to safe¬ 
guard the manufacture of cotton yarn in British India, as reported by the Select Com¬ 
mittee, be taken into consideration.” 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla (Bombay Central Division : Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : I rise to oppose the amendment proposed by my friend 
Mr. Neogy. I think, Sir; my friend Mr. Neogy has 'not sufficiently realised 
the serious situation in which the mill industry 'of Bombay is passing. The 
light-hearted manner in which he dwelt on this subject shows that he has 
not understood the present situation at all and the arguments that he put 
forward are to my mind very frivolous, because he found fault with a 
particular millowner in Bombay regarding the purchase of Coal, and there¬ 
fore he says that the millowners are not sympathetic and therefore the 
national industry should go to ruin. That is his argument. 

Diwan Chaman Lall (West Punjab : Non-Muhammadan) : How is 
it a national industry ? 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla : I am going to show you how. if you 
will wait. As regards the point of the purchase of coal, if a millowner 
buys coal at Rs. 22 per ton in preference to Rs. 21-4-0 per ton which is to 
his interest I think he must have got very good reasons and I leave it to 
the official spokesman of the Millowners’ Association, to deal with this’ 
matter in detail, but I say, Sir, that that is not the argument for rejecting 
the Bill which* is now before us in the shape of the Report of the Select 
Committee. Sir, while criticising the attitude of my friend Mr. Neogy, 
I must say, Sir, that I was considerably surprised to find my friend 
Mr. Jamnadas Mehta supporting the amendment. Coming from Bombay 
and praising Bombay to the skies on the floor of this House yesterday, he 
has thought'it his duty to request us to i-eject this Bill and to support the 
amendment, knowing full well the present situation through which the 
industry is passing. He said that the millowners must support the yarn 
Bill because beggars cannot be choosers. While saying that, he contra-* 
dieted that statement the next, minute. What did he say ? He said that 
the millowners ought to stand up and dictate to Government that, if they 
do not give us real protection, we will not have it. I hope. Sir, the Honour¬ 
able Member will tell this House what methods the millowners or the repre¬ 
sentatives of this nation should adopt in order to compel Government 10 
give that protection which my friend desires. 

( 4061 ) 
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it ■ 

Sir, there are two points which have been • discussed, in this House, 
which I think require some consideration. The first point was that the 
present Bill is not sufficient to protect the mill industry. The second 
point was that it hits the liandloom industry. As regards the first point, 
I. would just read a few lines, from the Millowners’ Report to show why 
this yarn Bill has been justified and is necessary in the present circum¬ 
stances : 


“ Tlie greatest value of the duty in the opinion of the millowners is that it would 
act as a powerful weapon against the dumping of yarns of coarse counts which are 
the lifeblood of the Indian industry. Even during the last four years of depression 
the millowners point out that by selling their yarn at a loss they have been able to 
keep out imports of coaise counts, but they fear that with a continuation of the un¬ 
settled conditions of the Far Eastern markets, the Japanese and Sino-Japanese mills 
will attempt to dispose of the coarse yarns in India at dumping prices, which under 
normal circumstances would have been sold in China. Already Sino-Japanese yams 
of medium counts are being sola in Bombay at 20 to 25 per cent, below the bare cost 
of production in India, and the latest shipments indicate that the movement is ex¬ 
tending to yarn of counts below 20. This, to our mind, constitutes a very valid 
reason for supporting the duty which the Government’s Bill proposes.” 


As regards the argument of my friend. Mr. Jamnadas Melita that the 
Tariff Board Report has said nothing about the yarn duty. They have 
said on the contrary that the yarn duty if levied would go against the hand- 
loom industry. I would draw his attention to page 192 where it is said : 

“ At the same time, it must be recognised that conditions in this respect may 
change and that large quantities of coarse yarn may be placed on the Indian market 
at prices with which the Indian mills may not be able to compete. The possibility that 
Japan may, owing to the disturbed conditions in China, seek an outlet for yarn of* lower 
counts in India at such prices cannot be overlooked. Should this happen and, especially 
should it happen before the industry has had time to effect the internal economies and 
the reorganisation we have suggested, we are of opinion that a contingency will have 
arisen in which an additional duty on yarn would be fully justified.” 


Sir, I leave the matter at that and leave it to the Members to. judge 
why the millowners have come forward to support the Select Committee’s 
Report or in other words the Government measure. As regards the hand- 
Mom industry there is no doubt that it is going to be hit. 'I,do not t hink , 
Sir. there is anybody in this House who will deny that statement. The 
point is whether the liandloom industry is going to be hit to-day or whether 
it is going to be ultimately hit by some other causes and consequence^ 
which will be much more serious. I shall point out to my friends here wko 
are as keen as I am about the liandloom industry to read page 170 of the 
Tariff Board’s Report : 


price is 1 inevdKblc JuT ! T , r ’ ^ m n0 coun terveiling duty is levied, a rise in 
at the low urices wi •’ i !? 33 ’’“ffV 8 able , to SU PP^ a11 the requirements of India 
sl.o Ls ^HbmLrl Z + T ablat ° SUpP ! y P alt o£ it, is to her interest, once 

Ovhich other ramiwft 6 ™ £ ln t Market, to allow prices to rise to the level at 

file A ° . er competitors can sell without loss but which would yield her larger pro- 

would'% ay how r r ’ be far ~ gradual than thft whLh 

rerhaps astina ^ damo™~“ ,° £ a differential duty and in the meantime serious and 
P - , •° n 8 damage might have been inflicted on the home industry From flip 

unfair co^i^tiUon I ^crei\ III linstp ,10T if. 0rC ’‘ th °- imp ° sitio11 of a differential"duty against 


my friend ^harrin^+ 1 ^^+ ^ lese two points and now I must congratulate 
5 friend, barring these two points, on,the excellent* speech whieh he 
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delivered. I entirely agree -with Mr. Jamnadas Mehta that the Govern¬ 
ment have placed this House in a dilemma. If they had 'adopted, the Tariff 
Board's reedbim4iidati6hs' they -would have secured, the unanimous sup¬ 
port of this House. Instead of that!, by bringing forward this'yarn Bill 
they have created a cotifliet of interests, and instead of having the relief 
f6i which the milloivners were fighting we are now asked to 'fight' amongst 
ourselves. The millowners, as you know, Sir, asked the Government to 
appoint a Tariff Board to go into the question of preventing the'unfair 
competition from Japan. What do we fin’d'now ? Instead of having the 
Tariff Board's recommendation to prevent unfair competition from Japall( 
we’ find that the mill industry has'to fight against the representatives of 
the people in connection with the handloom industry. Sir, I may be per¬ 
mitted to mention here what the Japanese Government themselves have 
done for their Own staple industries and what they are doing in order to 
safeguard their interests. I would call upon the Government, which call 
themselves the Government of India, to look after the interests of India and 
to see that the unfair competition is not allowed to go on while the staple 
industry of India is ruined. Sir, I will read from an extract from a 
^Japanese financial and' economic monthly for February 1927 : 

” In response to any enquiry put by the Department of Commerce and Industry, 
the Commission on the Promotion of National Industry has recently drawn up a basic 
policy fot laying solid foundations for the staple industries of the country and the 
means to be employed for carrying it out. By taking into consideration these important 
results of study by the Commission, the authorities of the Department of Commerce 
and Industry soon completed a draft of a basic policy for the helping of staple in¬ 
dustries of the country which they had been studying. The draft policy which haB 
already been transferred to the Legislative Bureau, will shortly be decided upon at 
the Cabinet Council. As a result, the financial expenditure required for"the protection 
of industries for the financial year 1927-28 will be submitted to the Diet in the form 
of an additional estimate. -To state in outline the basic policy for the helping ot 
staple industries for ten to fifteen years to come (according to industry) the Govern¬ 
ment is to render pecuniary help to staple industries to the extent of roughly Yon 
45,000,000 per year.” 

Which means 6 craves of rupees per year. Take other things about ship¬ 
ping companies. Here is an extract from page 191—The Indian Cotton 
Excise Duty : ’ : ‘ ,tr a 

* 4 The leading steamship company of Japan receives an annual subsidy of 6 million 
yen—(which means 80 lakhs of rupees)—supposedly _ for carrying the mails, but it is 
difficult to resist the conclusion that such a huge subsidy is paid to enable the company 
to quote extremoly low rates of freights to Japanese merchants and mills, because for 
a period of'ten years before the late war, although this particular steamship 1 company 
made a loss on each year’s working, the subsidy enabled them to wipe out'the loss and 
pay a dividend of 10 per cent, per year. ’ ’ 

Take another instance. This is an extract from a report on the Cotton 
Spinning and Weaving Industry in Japan by Mr. W B. Cunningham, 
His Majesty’s Consul, Osaka : * ' 1 1 

4 ' The Osaka Shosen Kaisha runs a monthly service to the Bast Coast of Africa, 
culling at such ports as Kilindini, Mombasa and Dar-es-salnam, which brings cottori 
to 'Japan. A subsidy of 405,000 yen (whiteh means Si lakhs Of Tupees per annum)’ 

is paid to this eervicb, which was' inaugurated in 1926 . ' 1 ' 

I come now to’ another extract about low freights : 

“ The freight for cottori from India to Japan is 4.56 yen per bale subject to 

a discount of 1.40 yen per, bale'to Japanese spinners. This works out at 2 pies per 

pound. The freight on pie'cegorids’ from Japan" to India is 14.fi yen per tori less a dis¬ 
count of 10 per cent.) 'which works out at 2.1 pics per pound. The total freight oh 
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both. Taw cotton and piecegoods thus amounts to 4.1 pies per pound, which it may be 
noted is the railway freight on piecegoods alone per pound from Bombay to Sholapuv. 

I hope, Sir, ,tliat this ■will serve as’.an. eye-opener to the; Honourable the 
Commerce Member and show him that the time has arrived, if he wants to 
do justice to the staple industries of India, to take such measures as Japan 
is taking to safeguard these-industries, and I will say that he .will not fail 
in having,. the support of this part of the House in any measure, of , this , 
kind-that he may bring forward.; -.Sir, as regards the unfair’ competition 
from Japan. I tliinlc the Honourable the Commerce Member has already 
admitted this fact. If he has not then ; the telegram' from Japan which 
we have received here would amply show, that there is no. doubt about, the 
unfair competition. Reuter’s telegram of August 31st announced : ■ 

"*' “ London:- Osaka' Committee of Japanese Cotton Spinners’ Association has de-. 
cided to .employ - every means in its power to prevent the passage through .Indian ■ 
Assembly of .Cotton Yarn Bill.” .., , 

I think,’ Sir; the Honourable the Commerce Member will not' forget to bring . 
forward at a very early date the Cloth'Bill which-my friend Mr. Jamnadas 
Mehta is so keen about and which I think he will whole-heartedly support. 
As regards the-.question of labour, I .think my friends, here are already 
aware that the labour (Conditions in Japan are not the same -as' those of 
India. ' I have got various extracts'with me here from Japan and other 
places. ' .. : ' '' : 

Diwan Chaman Lall : Prom Anglo-Japanese sources 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member might put them on the 
table if he likes. (Laughter.) • 

Diwan Chaman Lall : “Will the Honourable Member inform us 
whether they are from Anglo-Japanese papers or not ? 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla : No, Sir, they are not.' I have here 
an extract from the Japanese Year Book.for 1924 ; an-extract from a-, 
petition- presented in the. Japanese Diet -by women and children working-, 
in Japanese factories in 1926 urging the immediate abolition of night work. 


Diwan Chaman Lall : Is not that extract from an Anglo-Japanese 
paper ? V ‘ ' • '' “ ’ ' - ■ • 

Mr. Fazai Ibrahim Rahimtulla It is a petition from the Japanese' 
women.workers. , ", " .' '. ; 


Diwan Chaman Lall : Has the Honourable Member seen the original 
petition ?. • ,. 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla : Sir, I will-now . turn to another- 
point which I think is also important. As the House is probably aware/ 
India^was exporting bales of yarn to, China.'' In , 1905 we exported 
6,51,870. bales of'400 pounds each. In .1925'we exported -28,623, and in 
six months of 1926 we find that 1 only 3,000 bales were exported. That, is 
due to China and Japan having mills, in Shanghai and other places, and 
they are taking every precaution to see' that the staple' industries get 
adequate protection : every facility is provided by their Government to 
w! T/l 13 protection which is needed to make them stand on their own 
S But here we %d. Sir, that the Government is creating, a conflict 
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of interests. Sir, there is another important point that I think must be 
brought forward before this House, and it is this. I shall give an extract 
from the Asahi English Supplement, Present day Japan, 1927,—page 
99 :—The Cotton Industry : 

“ It is also notable that the Toyo Raw Cotton Company purchased the Diamond 
Mill (with a spindleage of 34,552) at Bombay and began to run it under the style 
of the Toyo Podar Mills with a capital of two million rupees, while the Nippon Raw 
Cotton Company bought up several spinning and' packing mills in Tanganyika and 
Uganda in Africa.' ’ 

I am informed, Sir, that no foreigner is allowed to buy a scrap of land 
in Japan. And what do we find here, Sir ? Japan can purchase any amount 
of land, can purchase your mills, and, if the depression continues, they will 
become the masters of your mills here. 

Mr, B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Why do the 
Bombay people send cotton to Japan ? » 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla : Because there is more cotton than 
your mills can consume. The Mill Industry is in a precarious condition 
and, if Mr. B. Das is not inclined to support the Bill, there will be more 
cotton going out of this country unless the Member wishes the mill- 
owners to run tlieir mills at a loss. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : What happened to your profits in the past ? 

Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtulla Sir, I shall now conclude my speech 
by pointing out to this House another aspect of the question from the 
point of view of the cotton grower. There is a resolution in my hand 
passed by the Indian Central Committee, which is an all-India body, and 
that resolution was passed at their annual meeting in last July. What 
does it say • 

“As it is understood that the Resolution of the Government of India t oa the 
Report of the Indian Tariff Board (Cotton Textile Industry Enquiry) is now under 
consideration, the Central Cotton Committee request that the whole question be con¬ 
sidered with reference to the needs of Indian cotton growing. 

"Whilst expressing no opinion on the Tariff Board's recommendations .they desiie 
to emphasise the fact that a healthy and prosperous Indian cotton spinning and manu¬ 
facturing industry has an important bearing on the welfare of the cotton grower and 
on my Committee’s own efforts to improve the quality of Indian cotton.’’ 

I hope. Sir, that will be enough to show to this House why the millowners 
are justified in supporting the Government and why it is necessary and 
essential that no postponement should take place, and that if you want to 
give some protection to the mill industry of India, you should support 
the measure that is now put forward in the shape of the Select Com¬ 
mittee’s Report. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty (Salem and Coimbatore cum North 
Arcot : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, as one of the signatories to the 
majority report of the Select Committee, I would like to say a few words 
about the reasons that weighed with me in agreeing to the imposition 
of the proposed additional duty on cotton yarn. In doing so, I do not 
think it necessary at this stage to say anything about the depressed 
condition of the textile industry in India and,the case that has been made- 
out for,giving it adequate protection ; nor is it necessary for me to 
follow the Honourable the Commerce Member 'in his subtle and meta¬ 
physical disquisition about the difference between a safeguarding and a 
protecting Bill. I would like to answer some of the criticisms that have 
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been urged against this measure by those who have taken tip the ad-' 

vbeaey of the handloom industry of India. '" ’ ‘ 

Mr. B. Das : Are you speaking as a director of a cotton mill ? ' 

' Mt. R. K. S hanmukha m Chetty : I am speaking as a Member , of 
this ffouse. Sir, those who'haVe-opposed this measure have b&secl their 
criticism on two main grounds ; firstly, that the Tariff Board, itself did 
not recommend a duty upon imported yarn, and secondly, that, any .duty 
on yarn would prejudicially affect.the handloom industry'in"India. It 
is true that the Tariff Board did not recommend the imposition of a duty: 
oh imported yarn ; but the Tariff Board pointed out certain circumstanced 
which if they came into existence; would not merely justify hut, neces¬ 
sitate the imposition of a duty on-cotton yarn. These "circumstances 
have been mentioned in the* passage-on" page-192, of the Report-which 
my Honourable friend over there read to.the House just now. - In*that 
passage the T.ariff Board pointed out the possibility of Japah,'dumping, 
more yarn on the Indian market on account of the disturbed' coiiditiohs'- 
of - China. and they have proceeded to say that Under .thoseconditions 
an additional duty on yarn would not merely be justified but would be 
absolutely necessary to safeguard tbe Indian textile industry. T main¬ 
tain. Sir, 1 that the conditions and circumstances foreshadowed by the 
Tariff Board in that passage have already"come into existence.' . Though 
the Tariff Board thought that "Japan, on account of the disturbed con-.' 
ditions-in China,, may dump more'yarn into the Indian market, the pre¬ 
sentposition- is 1 that' yarn’ from the Chinese mills themselves-is being- 
dumped on'the Indian market. For the first five months of 1926 the 
total import of yarn into India from China was about 8,000 lbs., aUd for, 
the' first five months of- 1927 the total import of yarn from China 
amounted to two million pounds ; and in this connection I would like to 
dr&w the attention of the House to the fact that this enormous increase 
^bo °f yarn from China took place during the first five montlis 

of the year 1927, that is long before the Government of India placed their 
surplus silver on the market. It is anticipated that yarn of even coarser 
counts might be dumped on the Indian market from*China-: It has been.; 
brought to my notice, Sir, that coarse yarn is actually on its way .to India 
y hlI J a at tbe present moment. I therefore maintain that'.the con- ' 
tmgency that the Tariff Board expected might happen lias already hap-' 
E, cn , c ?.’ ^ lf - w ?uld therefore serve no useful purpose, to; say that the 1 

- ird ltself was against the imposition of any'duty upon' 

3 arn. ’ ■ , - ^ r * '* r * f* ? 


nnor^+lho 11 !, 110 ^ to the second objection—the effect of this duty 

d5t?is h to S° + ° m 1 - n ? 1St / y in India " Sir ’ t] ? e object of a, protective- 
it mdu l try 5 an d if a protective duty istobeeffectiVe;" 

^? y somebody; or .other. If the protective duty is not 
g tQ a ® ect anyone, then it ceases to he a protective,;,duty. 

iur— in _i _ . * 


Honourable Member- will:' 
anybody ife .-rroifiP I n . -l! • V, 1 1 ?n. forer 'bo. vise - denying that- r 

3 g mg to be judicially-affected-by this ad'ditioifal-dfity ‘oh 
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cotton yarn. But there is one inconsistency in the arguments of the 
advocates of the handloom industry. They would say that the effect 
of "this drily, upon the' Indian textile industry is Very negligible, that the ' 
benefit: that ’ woulcL ‘be’ coitfdi-red' upon the'mills is very small, and in the 
same breath they would say that the handloom industry would be killed. 
Well, Sir, they cannot, have it both.ways. If the effect on the India'rf 
textile industry is going‘to be small and negligible, the prejudicial effect 
on the handloom industry will"also be' necessarily small and negligible'. 
('An'Honourable Member : “ Why ”?) Sir, it is certainly our duty to' 

1W consider, how far the handloom industry will he pre- 

. judicially ( affected, by this additional duty. I am 

prepared* to concede; at’'the very outset that the handloom industry will' 
be affected to some extent, but I am not prepared to go so far as to say 
that the effect of this additional duty will be altogether to kill or wipe' 
away the handloom. industry. Let ns analyse what the effect of this 
additional duty will be upon the handloom industry. The total con sump-; 
tion of yarn in India is about 800 million pounds of yarn per annum. 
Of these 800 million pounds'of yarn consumed in India about 420 million 
pounds are consumed by the Indian mills and 380 million' pounds are' 
consumed by the handlooms. , We have therefore to appraise what 
would be' the actual effect or this ' duty on the 380 million 
pounds of yarn consumed by the handlooms.. Now, this 380 million 
pounds of yarn ranges into various counts, the coarser counts, the inediuxtt 
counts' r atfd thC'fitnm Counts and -fetus try to find out what' would be' the 
probable effect of this' duty on* the various qualities of ydrn that fife 
used by the handlo'o m ih’dustry. ; So far' as the coarser counts are cob-' 
earned,- it is admitted that'the- quantity of the coarser counts .that is 
imported into India is under 5 per cent, of the total. Such being the 
case, the selling price of the coarser counts will naturally be determined 
by-the competition amongst the Indian mills themselves and not by thd 
price of the imported doarset counts'. ' Anyone who knows the large 1 
stocks held "by Indian mills of coarser counts of yarn and the desperate; 
efforts that they are making to get rid of this surplus stock will realise'' 
at once that by sheer competition amongst the Indian mills ’tlie price of' 
lower counts of yarn- cannot possibly ‘ be Taised to any appreciable degree 
arid I am therefore right'iff concluding that, so far as'the coarser counts 
are concerned, the price 'Will 'hot’ be increased as a result of this duty: 1 
What about the higher counts 1 So far as counts over 40s,—certainly 
so far as 'counts over-50s are concerned—tbe provisions of this Bill will not- 
affect these' cotmtsi The Bill provides that the-duty that will be im- • 
posed Upon yarn”will be either 5 : per cent, ad valorem or 14 annas per 
pound,'whichever is higher. When'you gO'above 50 counts, you find that 
the 5 per cent, ad valorem duty is higher than the 14' anna per pound 
duty a'iid therefore the price Of higher counts will not he "affected by 
this Bill. Now, this leaves us with counts between 30s, and 40s. It' 
must at once be conceded that the price of counts between 30s and 40s' 
will certainly be increased aha result of this duty and the effect on thff 
handloom industry wall be to the extent'of the rise in price of these coiiftts 
and nothing mote. And what’is the quantity of yarn of counts between 
30s and 40s that is used by the handloom industry f” 'This estimated that- 
the maximum quantity of yarn Consumed by the handloom* industry qf 
the counts betweCh 30s and 40s iS 7 about 25' million' pounds. I would 
ask nondurable Members' to consider Whether an industry which' uses' 
320 million pouhds 'of yarn will be wiped out and killed' by'a'rise in'price' 
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of 25 million poiynds of the total quantity consumed, less than about 
8 per cent, of the total quantity. Take again the money value of these 
25 million pounds. Even if it is assumed that the whole of the imported 
duty will go to raise the price of this yarn, it will be 9 pies per pound 
on 25 million pounds of yarn, which means Rs. .12 lakhs ; and even sup¬ 
posing that the whole burden will fall on tbie handloom industry, the 
maximum effect will be Rs. 12 lakhs. Sir, what is the total produce of 
the handloom Industry ? I have not. got accurate figures, but I am told it 
is somewhere in the neighbourhood' of Rs. 30 crores per annum. ' I ask 
Honourable Members to consider whether in a total production of Rs. 30 
crores per annum an increase of - Rs. 12 lakhs in the cost of production 
is going to kill that industry. 


' ;i Mr. B. P. Naidu (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Muhammadan "Rural - )' : 
It;Is'enough to kill the industry. ' ■ •••,'' ■ 

■ ;Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : It is enough to kill you and'me 
but not the industry. ; ... . 

Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : Rs. 12 lakhs i's riot correct. . '. ' y . 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : I,refuse to believe that as a.result 
of the increase of Rs. 32 lakhs the handloom industry which puts out on 
the market produce to the extent of Rs. 30 crores is going to be hit, 
much less killed. The handloom .weaver would. naturally try to shift' 
a part of this burden on the consumer of the cloth. Now, it is possible- 
that the price of the cloth woven in handlooms may not appreciably' go. 
up because of the competition of foreign cloth;. Taking it.for 'granted' 
then that the handloom weaver would not be in a position to shift any 
portion of these Rs. 12 lakhs on to the consumer, I maintain that‘ the 
burden that is imposed upon him .will not have the effect of hitting liim 
hard.. Sir, as I said at the outset, somebody or other must be pre¬ 
judicially affected by a protective duty ; and in a case of this nature 
what the House has to consider is the question of balance of advantage 
on either side.. Here we have got the Indian textile industry,-in which 
nr Bombay alone about Rs. 45 crores of capital lias been sunk, an industry 
in-which over 3 to 4 lakhs of labourers earn their daily bread,, in danger 
of,perishing ; and here, as against it, you have,got the handloom industry, 
employing no doubt 6 millions of people, who may be prejudicially 
affected to a maximum extent of Rs. 12 lakhs.; and wherein lies the 
balance of advantage ? Honourable friends ,on this side .wanted to pre- 
sent a gloomy picture. ' Is dt worth while'for you to save a few. Indian 

s ’ in winch about 3 to 4 lakhs of labourers are employed, and wipe 
out ot existence 6 millions of liandloom weavers ? - Thank -God; we are 
not placed m \ this,., dilemma conjured up by these gentlemen; The 
problem that we are called upon to.solve to-day is■ much simpler. The. 
House -has to decide ;On which, side the balance of advantage lies : ■ and 
kuw . c . onvmf ; < ? rI > Sir, -that the balance, of advantage in. this' case lav 
distinctly on the. side of the imposition of .this duty. Sir the Govern- 
umnt took a ; serious responsibffity, upon their shoulders in not giving, full 

?he nokv t.hk°r mCn i °ru 0f tlie Tariff B ^rd, and if as a result of 
textn^inrbSrv g 0 y cr » ment , riave pursued in this matter,'.the Indian 
much to answer t0 i w seT l°™\ ^it then Government will .have, very 
. nswei , and I would -submit to Honourable Members that -they • 
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will be taking even a greater responsibility on their shoulders by reject¬ 
ing this Bill. (Applause.) 

Mr. William Alexander (Madras : European) : Sir, I rise to say a, 
few words in support of this motion. It is not necessary for me to make 
much reference to the question of the handloom industry as my Honour-,, 
able friends on the other side have practically said all that could be said 
on that subject. I only wish to point out that if the handloom weaver is 
to be penalised even to the extent of one rupee by the passing of this Bill, 
then that is ,a sufficient reason for rejecting it. Sir, I would like to say 
a few words with regard to the present position of this most important 
industry. Looking at 'a matter of this kind, it is necessary to visualise 
the whole situation. It is necessary to take the long view and to take the 
good with the bad. Looking at it from that point of view and turning 
to the figures given in the Board’s Report on page 241, I would point out 
that for nine years, that is, 1917 to 1925, the average yearly dividend paid 
wa° 20 per cent. Now, Sir, to some of us there does not seem to be very 
much to complain about it in that, in fact it may be said to be a 
most excellent return on money invested. As regards the future, I would 
like to point out that since this outcry first began some of the most vital 
conditions surrounding the industry have changed,—and are now chang¬ 
ing, rapidly. Firstly, this year there is a rise in the value of the raw 
article. During the past month or two cotton in Liverpool has advanced 
from Id. to Is. per lb., which is equal to a rise of 40 per cent. We assume 
that the millowners took the usuaL precaution of securing their supplies 
for a year ahead. In that case they have every right to anticipate that 
thi.4 year they will secure much larger profits than they have done for a 
long time past. Secondly, there is now stability in the rupee. Bombay 
millowners were always faced with the possibility—with the danger—of 
their markets being again flooded with cheaply bought Lancashire goods 
through an advancing exchange. They‘have now been secured against 
that. Thirdly, the value of the Japan yen has now appreciated in value, 
so much so as to be almost at par to-day. This has taken away much 
of the advantage which Japanese shippers had up to not so very long ago. 

I am quite aware that there may be something in those three points I 
have made which may be questioned but to some of us who have spent 
more years than we care to remember in very close connection with this 
cotton goods and yarns trade, watching all the signs in the sky of the 
industry, there is no doubt whatever that changes are taking place and 
that the Bombay millowners have not so very much to complain about 
and that they like all other people engaged in mercantile pursuits have just 
to wait for the general uplift in trade which will bring back prosperitv to 
the industry. 

And, Sir, there is a fourth point I 'would like to make with regard 
to which I do not think there can be any controversy. I refer to ° the 
increase of purchasing power which is coming to the consumer through a 
big harvest of plentiful crops following an unusually heavy monsoon. This 
result should be seen in a very few months. 

And so, Sir. prospects taken all round are better than they have been 

a . P a ^t and for those reasons and looking to the danger and 

nsk involved in raising a trade war with a country "which buys from us 
three times the value of what we sell to them and with whom we have 
for many years past been on the best of terms, I trust Honourable Members 
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of this House -will support this amendment which after all only aims at 
preventing the passing of a piece of hasty, legislation,—a course .which many 
of us are perfectly certain Government-would have reason to regret later 

on. ‘ r 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) Sir, I do not 
rise to take any large part in this debate, but there is something that has 
just fallen from the last speaker which I should, like to. refer to. I, might 
begin by congratulating him on his maiden speech which was £o optimistic 
in character and I hope there will be many more of them because it has 
brought real pleasure to ,the heart-of a, Finance Member, who-likes- 
optimism. The last statement that was made by the last speaker was that 
the only purpose of this amendment, of Mri.Neogy’s is to give time so that 
the matter may be more fully considered. Now, Sir,- almost every speech 
that has been made-in support of the amendment has-been a speech not 
in favour of postponement but in favour of rejection and,.I should like to. 
ask all those who are thinking of supporting it to remember-.that if they", 
support this motion which in form is a dilatory motion, they are quite ■- 
definitely supporting a motion for rejection and therefore the responsibility 
for the failure of this Hill to come into law will - be just - as much theirs; 
if they vote for its postponement as if they ; were voting for fits'rejection. 
Look at the position. It is a Bill which proposes to impose a safeguarding 
duty for a limited period of. two. and a half years. The amendment pro¬ 
poses that the Bill be circulated for eliciting opinion. That is to say, 
for six months at least nothing can be done.. Six months of the two and a. 
half years will in the .meanwhile, have gone, by: It is perfectly clear,- 
therefore, that amotion for deliberate postponement at this stage is nothing 
less than a motion for rejection. I hope that some of my friends, such 
as Mr Jamnadas Mehta who represents Bombay, although from his speech 
ot yesterday he was apparently representing Lancashire and Japan, which 
is a mood that I had not previously observed to be. frequent with him, will- 
ake to heart what I am saying. They are perfectly entitled, if they so, 

Wbb.WL CO r e t0 the r° n r ll r S1 S n that even this measure of safeguarding 
SI \ TT n ? f , ri , dia pr °P° se for -cotton industry is not 
thf fi Go'vprbS,V f f t,h +u J hl1 ? the contrary,, they are simply telling 

rould^SXM wwf U - 1S desirable that they, should do more, -1 
the best wav to ^ t w Sa 7 1Dg tI?at a Umited measure is-not-justified is- 
wfllWivem? T li ? arger measure is. -If-the Honourable Member' 
7o use t£ Siniln ! re “ lnd bi m. tlmt it-is-ratber dangerous for'him 
HoSrable Ehl Sr 6 used about the hbndloom industry. If- 

indusHy carefully they will STat 

protect the 0 ]iandloom ee in^dttfelry t ^aga]M^L Cl ®e m AfilF r i^Jb^F^^ ' t °T+^ e - 

careful too. I do not wiS others to be 

I should like just once more to *+ 6 ’ of tbe House any moi-e, bfit 
^h'e Government’of India have 'aft 8, >' 1 n °tme what has .happened, 

and minority report of the Tariff carefully, considering the majority 
*¥P- Wv r &uld'hbtacSfc *££???&% and con *« to. the,conclusion 
SKms t0 Fhich effect t0 *»**' 

' ■ ' ' •- • , biyen 1X? another-Bill now before,the House-.-', 
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It was then pointed out to them that, although the Tariff ,Board, had not 
recommended a duty on yarn, they had definitely said that there were 
special reasons for safeguarding the cotton yarn industry against what 
they regarded as unfair competition from Japan. Taking that into account, 
the Government have brought forward this measure for temporarily 
safeguarding the cotton yarn industry. If the House comes to the conclu¬ 
sion that that is not desirable, well and good, that is a natural use of the 
House’s responsibility. But do not let it think that by introducing a 
dilatory motion it is in any way escaping its responsibility for giving or 
refusing protection to the cotton industry as proposed in this Bill. 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh (Meerut Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; 
Sir, I want to congratulate the Government, not for the reason that has 
been advanced by another Member, but I want to congratulate the Govern¬ 
ment that they have been able to create a sort of conflict between the 
Members of this House and at the same time I must congratulate the Gov¬ 
ernment that they have succeeded, in the first place, in hitting the Japan 
industries of yam and at the same time they have been able to safeguard 
the Lancashire and Manchester interests. In order to prove, Sir, that they 
have hit directly the Japanese manufacturer of yarn, I may read a few 
figures from the Tariff Board’s Report on page 36. There you will be 
pleased to notice that in 1922-23 the percentage of import of yarn from 
the United Kingdom was 51 per cent, while that of Japan was 48.6 per 
cent. In 1923-24, the import from the United Kingdom was reduced to 
23.8 per cent, while the import from Japan went up to 76.8 per cent. In 
1924-25 the import from the United Kingdom was further reduced to 10.2 
per cent, while that of Japan weht up to 89.7 per cent. In 1925-26 the 
import from the United Kingdom was further reduced to 7.3 per cent, and 
the import from Japan was increased to 92.5 per cent. And I suppose. 
Sir, that after a few years there is a possibility of ousting the manufacturer 
of yarn of the United Kingdom altogether from the Indian market. 
This is why I consider that the Government are so very anxious not to 
give effect to the recommendation of the Tariff Board ; but they have 
decided to levy a duty on yarn alone. I may further point out, Sir, why 
the Government have decided not to put a duty on piecegoods. On page 
41 we find. Sir, that the import of grey piecegoods between the years 
1920 and 1925 from the United Kingdom varied from 72.4 per cent, to 
•79 per cent., while the impoxi; from Japan has decreased from 25 per 
cent, to 20 per cent. That merely shows that the manufacturers of piece- 
goods in Lancashire and Manchester are not able to hold their own in this 
country, while they are unable to compete with the Japanese manufacturer 
of yarn. The recommendatipn of the Tariff Board in this respect has been 
clear and definite. They clearly decided that an import duty on yarn was 
undesirable. They have stated : 

" The majority of us consider, however, that the imposition of any import duty 
on jam is undesirable in view of the effect that tins w ould have on the handloom 
industry which in 1925-26 according the figures given in Appendix IV supplied 26 
per cent, of the total consumption of the cloth in India,” 

They have clearly stated, Sir, that the import duty on yarn is not desirable. 
Not only that, Sir, they have pointed out that any differential duty on 
yarn of different counts is also undesirable. They have clearly found out 
that the only method of protecting the mill industry in this country is 
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that of levying a duty oil piecegoods. They have given very good arguments 
for that. 

“ The fourth method which the-majority of us favour is, therefore, that of an 
addition to the present ad; valorem duty of 11 per cent, on all cotton manufactures 
other than yam. Such a duty has, in our view, four great advantages. In the first 
place it gives protection against unfair competition. In the second it avoids compli¬ 
cations arising from discrimination against particular countries. In the third, it 
enables funds to be found to give a definite stimulus to the development of the industry 
on the fines we have considered desirable, and lastly, it obviates the necessity for certi¬ 
ficates of origin which would be necessary to ensure that the goods of foreign origin 
are not passed off as goods from any, part of the Empire.-” . . . 

The Government in their Resolution stated, as if the main recommendation 
of the Tariff Board was that of a bounty and in order to find money, for 
the bounty it was-necessary for them to . impose : a duty on pieeegopds.' 
Here is what the Government Resolution says •; • 

: “ A. majority of the Board has proposed that the import duty on cotton'piece- 
goods should be increased from 11 to 15 per cent, for a. period of three years. The 
primary object of thin increase is to provide funds to meet flic cost, of,,the proposed- 
bounty on the spinning of the finer counts, and of certain oilier proposals, made by the 
Hoard, but it will also serve to reduce the rigour of the competition from Japan from 
which the industry suffers. No increase in the duty of yarn is recommended by: the 
majority in view of the effect that such a measure.might have on the handloom industry. 
The President of the Board (Mr. Noyce) does.not consider that an all-round increase in 
the import duty on piecegoods can be justified, but has recommended that, an additional 
duty of 4 per cent, should be imposed on all cotton manufactures^ including yarn) 
imported from Japan for a period of three years.” ’ • 

From this you will be pleased to’ notice that the main point that has been 
argued in this Resolution is that the primary object of this increase is to 
provide a bounty for the- spinning of finer counts. I would submit, Sir, 
that this is not the ease. We find that the, heading under which this 
recommendation has been made is “ additional import duty on yarn,'cloth 
and other cotton manufactures.” And further on, when they,finish their 
• recommendations on that point, they have taken up the case of State aid 
and other changes in the tariff. Under that heading they have decided 
that it is necessary to give a bounty to yarn manufacturers. This clearly 
shows that they have decided definitely that it is necessary and there is 
no other course open, to the Government to protect this industry but to 
levy an import duty on pieeegoods. It will be incorrect to say that they 
( J eC !^ Cd t0 thi . R dut y simply on account of the necessity for 

finding funds for giving bounties to the yam manufacturers. ‘ I would 
submit,. Sir, that from the time the question of protection has beer 
raised m this country, the Government have been following a very bad 
Q° T ernment have been able to raise money by .putting up 
tariff walls and by hitting the consumer, but , they have not tried to use 
ttiat money for the development of those industries for the protection of 
which the tariff wall was raised. : 


Mr. B. Das : Hear, hear. That is my view also.;- ., / 

f Mr. Mukhtar Bingh : That is why, Sir, the majority of the members 
if ^ ariff Board bave decided that this thing Should be done awav with 
inrW G °+-, Crnm i? n 1 t raise a tanfE wall ,for/the protection ' of a /certain 

realised should be used for the .protection 

liountv svqtprn ^bn T iV S -K' S Tpason why they have laid stress that the 
bounty sjatem should be introduced. The Honourable the Commerce 
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Member has laboured at length in his speech to show that the bounty system 
is a very bad system and that the Bill he has given us is much 
better to protect the yarn industry in this country. I would submit, Sir, 
ihat there is a fallacy’that lies underneath the whole argument, and it is 
this. May I ask whether we are protecting the yarn or whether we are 
going 'to protect the textile industry,as such ? Is the yarn to be used 
for any purpose other than ,cloth making ? If we have not been able to 
protect our industry, from the importation of - cheap piecegoods from 
foreign countries, it is no protection at all. That is the main point to be 
considered. This is why the 1 members of the Boards clearly decided that 
it is but necessary to, protect this country from the importation of cheap 
piecegoods.. Suppose,, Sir, for a, moment that the spinning mills of this 
country are unable,to produce surplus stock for the handloom industry 
and they consume, the entire volume of cotton yarn 'that they produce 
What would happen ? Certainly the handloom industry will require the 
importation of cotton yarn for their manufacture of cloth, and the mill 
industry will in no way be a loser by 'this import. I would welcome the 
day when the whole amount of cotton yarn that is produced by the cotton 
mills in this country is .used by themselves for-the production of piece- 
goods. So, Sir, I do not understand why the Commerce Member lays 
stress on the idea that yarn should.be protected. If we pass this Bill, it 
has been admitted by all the gentlemen who have spoken here that it will 
hit the, handloom industry. Hitting the handloom industry means nothing 
else than the fact that the handloom industry will not be able to consume 
the surplus stock of yarn produced by the Indian mills and sell its piece- 
goods at a cheaper rate than the imported piecegoods. If you raise the 
duty on yarn and force the handloom weaver not to use certain counts, 
of which the price has been raised, the natural result will be that the 
consumption of yarn by the handloom weaver will be much less. What 
could you make of the surplus ’production of yarn by the cotton mills 
then ? Hitting the handloom industry in a way means nothing short of 
the fact that you reduce the consumption of yarn by the handloom industry, 
and the natural result would be that the amount of piecegoods pro¬ 
duced in this country would be reduced further, and the importation of 
piecegoods from foreign countries into this country would be much more 
increased. It means that we invite in a way the manufacturer of piece- 
goods to send in more piecegoods into this country by hitting the handloom 
industry, and, on the other hand, we are in no way helping the mill industry 
of this country, because, after all, the surplus yarn that is produced, 
will be used by nobody else but by the handloom weaver himself. That is 
one reason why I submit that it is necessary to see whether it is at all 
required to put a duty on yarn as has been suggested in this Bill. 

The other argument that has been advanced by the Honourable the 
Commerce Member is that the bounty is very inadequate. It works to 
1 4|5th pie per pound while the Bill suggests that it will be one anna and 
six pies. I submit that this 'is also another fallacious argument. I have 
tried to calculate how much surplus yarn will be available for the handloom 
industry in this country. It has been suggested that the total yarn of 
31s. to 40s. used in this country is about 50 million pounds, out of which 
about half is used by the handloom industry. The point is how much 
surplus is .there left in the Indian cotton mills which is available for sale 
in this country. According to the Commerce Member it comes to about10 
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ner cent, of 25 million pounds,, that is, about-2.5 million pounds. Accord- 
in" to the figures I have been able to find out from the Tariff Board'Repor$, 
it “ig only 19.7 million pounds. It 'has been repeated m several places 
that 19.7 million pounds is the production of Indian mills of cotton yarn 
of counts from 31s. to 40s. I have tried to calculate and I find that the 
average production for the 11 years comes to 18.6 million pounds per yeai. 
Tf there has been an increase in this year, and if it is totalled and 
divided, it -will make a very small and negligible increase. So, we find, 
that the total yarn that is produced 1 by the Indian cotton mills is consumed 
pv them and they consume over and above that about 6 million pounds. 
If this is a correct figure, then we'are also 'forcing the mills to purchase 
yarn at a higher .price than they are purchasing to-day;- If it is not so. 
then in .the other case, I would'submit that, according, to the best figures 
that have been given, there would be only a-surplus of 2.5 million pounds 
which will be available for sale, and for the protection of this amount we 
are.putting this duty on the importation of yarn. If that is' so, the amount 
of help in both the cases will work hut to exactly the same figure. 
That clearly shows that the bounty system is in no way less efficacious than 
the system that has been proposed. It has been admitted practically by 
all that the handloom industry will be hit hard by this proposed duty, 
while it is very doubtful whether the duty will be in any' way useful to the 
mill industry. The Select Committee say 

‘ ‘ We recommend, therefore, that the Government should bo asked to address Local 
Governments on the subject, desiring them to have special inquiries made and to report 
on the subject six months after the passage of the Bill into, law.” 

It is very surprising that we are asked to pass a Bill, the effect of which 
on a very important industry of this country we do not know. : Not only 
that, but we are forced to admit the arguments advanced by the Tariff 
Board and recommend to the Government that the effect of this duty 
should be watched for six months. It means that we are, very doubtful—• 
rather we consider that the handloom industry will be hit hard and there¬ 
fore we recommend to Government that it is necessary to ask the Local 
Governments for their opinion and to watch, the effect on the handloom 
industry. If it was so, it was the duty of the Government to place all the 
materials before this Committee. This matter has been before the Govern¬ 
ment for a very, very long time. They could have addressed the 
Local Governments earlier and if the opinions received had .been that the 
handloom industry would not' suffer to the extent that the Honourable 
Members of this House are afraid of, it would have been a very good 
ease for the Government. Unfortunately, ■ Government do not care, for the 
development of the industries in this country, and I am very sorry to note 
that the members of the Tariff, Board have taken pretty good care not 
to go into the details of the .manufacture of .pieeegoods in England— 
Lancashire and Manchester. • They have clearly ■ declined to go into that 
question at all; Why ? They say, .We are not going into this question 
because the millowners have not asked us to do so.” I say, if'you are 
really earnest to find out in .what way,the -textile industry should* be pro- 
^your duty to go into the, details of-the working of the Lancashire 
£ Then, ..again, as regards the State- aid - in" Jhpan, 

they ha\e clearly refused to go into that question, though they had to 




THE INDIAN TARIFF (COTTON YARN AMENDMENT) BILL. 4075 

admit that the help given in Japan by the shipping subsidies and otheT 
methods was considerable. They declined to analyse that question simply 
becadse the textile industry in Japan has no preferential treatment. 
Rather, they seem to admit that in Japan every industry has a right, has 
a claim upon the Government for its protection and development. While 
the members of the Board seem to admit that, India being under a foreign 
Government, the people of this country have no right, have no claim on this 
Government for the protection and development of their industries. I 
would submit that the Tariff Board ought to have gone into the details 
of this question, and then they would have found why in this country, 
although we grow cotton ourselves—not only the ordinary cotton but also 
American cotton, the raw product which is the main part of this industry— 
why it is that our produce is not cheaper than that of Japan. 
Again, labour is much cheaper here than in Japan. There ought to be 
something very, very peculiar to this country if it is not able successfully 
to compete with Japan, or with England, or with any other countries in 
this world. Here was a time when Government could have washed off 
their old sins of killing this industry. But they refused to avail themselves 
of that opportunity and would not like the idea of developing this 
industry. Wliat do we find in this Report itself ? It says, because there 
is unfair competition, therefore we would only go into details as to how 
far that unfair competition affects the industry. The Tariff Board refused 
clearly to enquire in what way the industry can be developed. I 
a'-k. sincerely ask, earnestly ask Government whether or not it is their 
duty to develop tins*’ industry ? Suppose there is no unfair competition 
from Japan and we find that this industry is not able to compete with the 
other foreign manufacturers. Is it not the duty of this Government to 
develop this industry in such a way that it may be able to compete with 
all foreign countries 1 The case does not end there.. Unfortunately, 
situated as we are, this Assembly is powerless and helpless to suggest any 
means by which this industry can be saved. This House cannot force the 
Government to adopt the recommendations of the Tariff Board, nor can 
they suggest any other alternative ? On the day when the Bill was intro¬ 
duced, some Honourable Members asked whether they would be allowed 
to go into the question of duties on piecegoods. * The answer was' a definite 
* no.’ That shows clearly that Government have decided that the Lanca¬ 
shire and Manchester mills should not be affected at all. >Therefore, 1 
-submit in the first place that this Bill does in no way help the mill industry, 
and if it does, it is to a very, very insignificant extent. At the same time, 
it affects the handloom industry of this country very adversely. That has 
been admitted. I submit that the millowners can go on for at least 2 or 3 
years at a loss, because they have gained much in the boom period. But 
may I take the case of the weaver ? What are his resources ? A poor 
weaver who works from morning to evening gets hardly eight annas a day. 
And you are taxing him, you are asking him to pay II annas a pound by 
this duty. The members of the Select Committee, unfortunately, say that 
there is a likelihood that the prices of the piecegoods that th& weavers will 
manufacture will be a little higher. I fail to understand the reasons for 
coming to this conclusion. Is it likely, as soon as this duty is raised, the 
Lancashire people, the Manchester people, the Japanese people, will raise 
their price of piecegoods also, or there will be more patriotism in the people 
of this country to purchase the cloth manufactured by these weavers at a 
higher price ? 


c 
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If this is not so, Sir, may I ask "what is the material on , which 
they have come to the conclusion that it is likely that the price of the cloth 
might be raised ? I submit, Sir, that there is no case made out for coming 
to the decision that the price of the cloth manufactured by the weavers 
will in any way be raised. If that is not so, I ,would submit that the 
price of the cloth will be increased by about 2 pice per- yard, because, in ' 
the calculation they have taken,. one pound of yarn is equal to 4 yards. 
So that will be about one pice and a half per yard. That is a very high 
increase in the price of the cloth manufactured .by the .weavers and there¬ 
fore we should not light-heartedly support the Bill. It. has been 
said that the handloom industry manufactures cloth in this country to the 
extent of 26 per cent, of the total consumption of cloth in this country. 

I may submit that that is not correct. 26 per cent, is the percentage of 
the cloth that is manufactured out of the yarn produced-by mills or- 
imported from foreign countries, but there is a large quantity of hand- 
spun yarn manufactured in this country, and if that is to be taken into, 
consideration, this handloom industry does not only produce 26 per cent.' 
of the total cloth but much more than 30 per cent., and in this- way if 
you hit to a very small extent this industry even then you are hitting it 
hard. I would submit to Government, if they are really keen enongli; 
why not decide to withdraw this Bill and put in another Bill raising the 
duty on pieeegoods. The cotton millowners are not satisfied with this 
duty on yarn and I am sure that the spokesman of the- cotton mill industrv 
will have to admit that this is a very small measure of help, if at all, and 
, b* 1S should we not stand up as men and ask the Government ‘‘ If you- 
are not going to give us anything which will really be conducive to the 
protection of the textile industry in this country, then we shall not have, 
A iS ir ■ *. all how much will they get by the passage of this Bill ? 
According to the figures I have stated they get nothing, but even suppos¬ 
es that they get something it is not so high that they cannot afford to 
!?!? lt} ? s P eciall y When they find that it is admitted on‘all hands that the; 

iidustrv is U 1Sried i f *5 iiard and when ^ey know that the sister' 
cairied on by the poorest people in the country. Certainly 1 

They' & not Thl* ° n the handlooin inc ^stry have not the same resources. * 
fore I submit ° re ?* esent the case Government. There- 

are not S? 5 mm ^owners should stand up and say “We 

sav so -rfe’ slf-ili o this Bill as it hits our fellow countrymen ”. If they' 

realise once for all ^, Ga T erniu ft m the wrcm S- Let thc Government: 
whielf pimtects the cot ol fis Prrtecbun of yarn is in no way a measure 
and consider that the mif'w ind f s }?¥' . I£ the Government are sincere' 
come up with a Bill for °/ tIus ’ ridustr - y is necessary, let tliem 

said by the Commerce MenThe^ n ^ Uty .Pwcegoods. Not a word has been - 
the duty on piece-goods' 9 p, 01 -i 7 ny °G ier Government spokesman about' 

and every Member'waute it it,.the country wants it - 

thc duty on pieeegoods and we e 7 ome U P wit h a Gill raising 

"tf'ords I am sorry 0 to lav th!f i n! "“ an ™ousIy support it. With these: 
Commerce Member. ‘ base to oppose this motion made by the. 

rise .^■ S upp?rt G m? n £i?ahTe a '* MWamiuadan Itural) : X. 

comes from the same province and • Neo 6y*s amendment. He 

province and same .division as I do. My reasons ' 
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for supporting my friend Mr. Neogy are these : It seems that this Bill 
is the outcome of the clamour of the Bombay milloAvners and not of the 
recommendation of the Indian Tariff Board, and I consider it my duty 
to point out that it is only fair and just that it should be circulated 
and the opinions of the Provincial Governments obtained, and if that 
is done I have very little doubt that, barring Bombay, the rest of India 
would not support the Bill. That it will stifle the handloom industry 
goes without saying. The Dacca Division in Bengal has a large handloom 
industry, and its Muslins, its Dhoties and its Sai'ees are known all over 
the world. The Chittagong Division in Bengal has also a large hand¬ 
loom industry, and my friend, Mr. Donovan, will bear me out that the 
same condition prevails in the Burdwan Division also. Therefore the 
whole of Bengal is very much interested in the handloom industry, and 
anything done to injure this handloom industry cannot possibly have 
our support. The Honourable Member from Bihar and Orissa, Mr. Nil- 
kantha Das. also shares the same view. The Punjab, the United 
Provinces, the Central Provinces, Madi’as and Assam also think alike. It is, 
therefore, only fair that the Government should not thrust this Bill on 
us only because the Bombay .millowners want it. It may placate the 
Bombay millowners, and they may accept it on the prudential considera¬ 
tion that “ half a loaf is better than no bread ”, but they are also 
evidently not satisfied with this crumb. Why should the rest of India 
also not have a voice in it ? The millowners may not want it but it is 
only just and fair that opinions should be elicited and that the Bill 
should not be thrust on the unwilling people of India to the annihila¬ 
tion of the handloom industry. Bengal is vehemently opposed to this 

j rM measure as it will affect Bengal more than any 

. ‘ ’ other province. My friend Mr. Neogy has quoted 

chapter and verse and shown how indifferent the millowners are to the 
interests of Bengal. They had their supplies of coal from South 
Africa, even at a higher price than Bengal offered, which is a sufficient 
index of their mind. I however mean no quarrel with the millowners 
of Bombay,’but I feel very strongly that justice demands that opinions 
should be obtained on a measure which is calculated to do harm to 
millions of poor people if it is passed. I am sorry I cannot agree with 
all the good things that my Honourable friend Mr. .Tamnadas Mehta 
has said yesterday about the Bombay millowners. It is true that the 
Bombay mills have to a certain extent provided the cloth which India 
requires and restricted the imports from Manchester. But is it seriously 
contended that their object is to provide cheax> clothing to India and 
not to fill their own pockets 1 Sir, this takes me hack to the year 
1905, when l ‘was known as the wrong Mr. Ghuznavi, because I was 
against the xiartition of Bengal. Lord Curzon by a stroke of the pen 
partitioned Bengal, and we in Bengal as a protest said .re would not 
have any more to do with the Manchester goods and boycotted them. 
I had the honour of presiding at that boycott meeting held at the 
Federation ground in Calcutta in July 1905. About a lakh of people 
were present and we passed a resolution at that-meeting that so far 
as we were concerned we would have nothing to do with, the Manchester 
goods. And we relied on Bombay to supply our requirements. And 
what was the response from the Bombay people ? You are aware 
of how we were treated by them. We appealed to them, 
implored them to come to our rescue with their goods. Well, they 

c 2 
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did come. ' but with what end in view ? Was it to afford us relief or 
to profiteer ? They raised the price to double or treble the price which 
had been current iu the market. That was the way they made money 
and that was how they paid back twice over to their shareholders and 
put tons of money into their own pockets. Not content with that they 
went further. They got Japan to send them goods of rough materials 
and thejy passed them on to the Bengal‘ market as made in'India. 
(Cries of “Shame”.) I have 'evidence of that. But they did more 
than that. At that moment their indents on Japan could not be imme¬ 
diately met. They therefore bought tip all' the Japanese stuff''in the 
Indian market, and by tearing off 2 yards out of the piece of 40 yards 
and making each piece 38 yards instead of 40, marked it down as made 
in India and sold it at double the price. • (Cries of “ Shame ”.) I 
know that for a faet.. Sir, so far as Bengal is ^concerned we will not 
agree to anything that is likely to destroy home industries. The hand- 
loom indusiry is a great industry of Bengal; and it has to lie supported 
at any cost. ‘There is furthermore another matter. The industry in. 
which Bengal is far more concerned with Japan is the pig-iron industry. 
I am pretty sure that if this Bill is passed the result will be that the 
Japanese will retaliate by increasing the duty on pig-iron and that will 
ruin the Bengal industry. I appeal, Sir," to the House to consider 
seriously whether we should not vote against the Bill' of the Honour¬ 
able the Commerce Member and vote for the'amendment of Mr. Neogy,’ 
who only wants the Bill to be circulated and opinions obtained from 
all the Provinces, as to see whether the handloom industry is going to be 
affected by it and whether this measure is wanted. If it is the opinion 
of all the provinces that the handloom will not he affected and the - 
measure is beneficial to us, we shall be only too glad to pass this Bill- at 
the next Session at Delhi. • 


Mr. Kikabhai Premchand (Bombay : Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, 
I desire to support the Bill proposing .to increase the duty on varn 
” lt0 ^ nc ^ a ‘ f am satisfied from, a study of the .Report of the 
Tariff Board and from my own :study of the situation—no one can 
pursue his invocations in Bombay without being brought into-intimate 
contact with _ the textile industry—that the Indian textile industry 
stands badly in need of a further measure of protection, and that this 
demand tor protection can be justified up to the hilt. Cotton spinning 
ana weaving is our one great indigenous manufacturing enterprise. It 
011 merits tlie c K’- se and sympathetic support of the 

iiuuei to lnL^ nd tIlG i Le " 1 . slature - The.industry has laboured, and con¬ 
tinues to labour, under grievous difficulties. For longer than we like to 

in Jndhm’h^mapped by the excise duty on cotton cloth woven 
. mils. I will not develop that point now ; we are grateful 
that Urn excise has gone. The industry has suffered from the fluetua- 
t ns m our own exchange and in the exchanges of some of our nrineiml 
compeuto^. This is another point which I shall notTabom^ \b P e 

< 1 fluctuations m exchange are transitory and given stability -vmdf 
tmns must adjust themselves to the,ratio. Therekfno douS th£ manv 

parat\vel? 0 ]ow Sffitan pract i c< y ? aa ?kv . mills, have a- com- 

y ' " Ca ? ltal) 5 the- payment df exeessiye diyidends, no^-eon- 
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servative finance, uneconomical management, and a too narrow range 
in the ela^s of the finished product. That is to say the mill industry 
is a human organisation, with the ’ defects which belong to our com¬ 
munity : improvement must come from within. But when the fullest 
allowance is given to these factors in the present depression—the varia¬ 
tions in the exchange and the need for a better internal organisation— 
there still remain the basic facts that warrant this demand for protec¬ 
tion. They are the refusal of certain competing countries to implement 
the terms of the Washington Labour Convention, and thereby to obtain 
a position of privilege in our markets ; and the period which must pass 
before our labour is trained to the habits of industrial efficiency, which 
will reduce labour costs. 

We are in some respects proud of the record of this country in 
recognising international efforts to raise the status of labour and to 
improve its working conditions. I think I am correct in stating that 
India has more promptly accepted the recommendations of the Labour 
Conferences than any other country in the world ; none of us desires to 
go back on those decisions. On the other hand, we are painfully con¬ 
scious that our humanitarian course imposes on our major manufacturing 
industry serious penalties. The nature and extent of these are now on 
official record. The Tariff Board after an exhaustive enquiry found 
that the competing advantage which Japan enjoys in the Indian market 
as the result of her refusal to implement the terms of the Washington 
Conference amounts to no less than four per cent. ; if a fair allowance 
for profit is sriven, as it ought to be given, the advantage is ten per cent. 
Whilst the special ease of Japan has attracted most attention, for reasons 
known to 'all of us, this is not the only trade rival which benefits from 
a refusal to work in terms of the Washington Conference. I say there¬ 
fore that Tndia has a right, an indefeasible right, to a measure of pro¬ 
tection at least equal to the advantage which other countries derive 
from their lower labour standard. 

Much aTtention is devoted in the Report of the Tariff Board to the 
labour costs in the Bombay mills. One cause of this however is not 
sufficiently developed in the Report. After all, the Bombay millhand 
was an agriculturist, he is an agriculturist and he will continue to be 
an agriculturist. We cannot expect from the agriculturist who enters 
the mill for varying periods, interrupted by long spells of rest or work 
in bis village, the same standard of regularity in attendance and teeliuical 
skill as is manifested by the regular artisan. I am aware that the process 
of converting these intermittent agriculturists into regular craftsmen 
v ill be slow ; it needs not only the passage of time, but better housing 
and the improvement of the amenities of life in our cities. During this 
X_>rocess the textile mills have a right to a fair measure of protection 
against countries with a trained and permanent corps of craftsmen to 
draw upon. For these reasons, Sir, I hold very strongly that the Indian 
industry is entitled to a further measure of protection. The only ques- 
tion, Sir, to my mind is that of ways and means—how cau this protec¬ 
tion be given with the greatest advantage to the industry and the least 
burden to the consumer ? There are certain countries vhoso products 
compete directly with the products of the Indian textile mills. In many 
of those countries the products in question are produced under wage 
conditions below the standard of the Washington Convention and below 
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the standard that has been accepted by India. In my opinion, Sir, it would 
be quite equitable to impose an all round increase in the import duty on 
cloth also of at least four per cent, on the manufacture of those countries 
who have not abided by the Washington Convention.- True, this would 
mean Imperial preference, but I would not mind it. It has been definitely 
stated by the millowners that cotton piecegoods of British.manufacture do 
not compete with the Bombay industry. I therefore-see no justification 
for imposing on the consumer a higher charge for these non-competitive 
goods ; they shall continue to. be charged at the .eleven per cent, revenue 
duty noic in force and shall be exempt from this higher duty. , - 

I am quite aware, Sir, that in making this suggestion I shall be bring¬ 
ing upon myself the wrath of certain elements in this ■ Assembly. But I 
would urge with all emphasis that this issue should be determined not 
by prejudices, but by cold economic facts. There is no case for imposing 
on the community a higher cost for non-eompeting cloths. A tariff is a 
tax. We are justified in asking the community to pay this tax on com¬ 
peting cloths for the larger national interests involved ; we are not justi¬ 
fied in taxing it on non-competing cloths beyond the revenue tariff. Nor 
am I frightened by the bogey of Imperial preference. (Mr. .Jamnadas 31. 
Mehta : “ Bravo ! ”) After all we are part and parcel of the Common¬ 
wealth (Hear, hear) and as I hope it is the general desire of the Honour¬ 
able Members of this House to see that we shall be an autonomous 
Bominiou ourselves (An Honourable Member : “ Oh, yes ”), it is to our 
interest to make the Commonwealth great and strong. I do not wish to 
•take up the time of the House any longer. I only-wish to impress upon 
the Government that the duty proposed on yarn would not by itself afford 
adequate relief to the industry and I do hope they will consider favourably 
the suggestion that a duty at 4 per cent, on cloth manufactured by those 
countries who have not given effect to the terms of the Washington Con¬ 
vention is desirable. 


Mr. M. K. Acharya (South Arcofc cum Cliingleput : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : .Sir, I thank you for giving me the chance to say a few 
words on this very important measure before the'House. I have listened, 
Sir, very patiently to the speech that was delivered . rather read,, 
by the last speaker. I was listening to it very patiently, and until he 
came almost to the last page, when he.gave us some new-ideas—or shall 
I say old bogeys ?—-, I did not, unfortunately for my lack of sharpness, 
perceive any new argument or any new suggestions contained in the 
greater portion of that paper. Leaving that aside, I listened, Sir,' with 
very great attention to the speech that was delivered a little while ago, 
as indeed I always listen to speeches delivered at any time by the 
Honourable Leader of this' House. He wanted us, clearly to under¬ 
stand—and I hope I have understood very clearly the meaning of his 
Words he wanted us clearly to' understand that voting for the motion 
of Mr. Ncogy to circulate the. Bill for eliciting opinion would mean not 
c ’ r f 0l .\ aBon but rejection ; and he wanted ns to realize that the 
passing of that amendment, .being tantamount .to rejection would 
practically make us responsible, i.e., those who vote for the amendment_ 

miUo r ers of Borab ^ the aldwhich 
e } . are supposed to need .badly. Sir, I .hope I have . pretty clearly 
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paraphrased the warning given to us by Sir Basil Blackett. I am not 
afraid, Sir, of the implication that sending the Bill for circulation 
might mean practically rejecting it ; but may I, in all humility, ask on 
whom rests the responsibility for putting forth a Bill which we cannot 
accept, which we have perforce to send round for circulation, so that 
we may get more opinions about it before accepting it ? It is a Govern¬ 
ment Bill, and the Government ought to have put before us a Bill oil 
which the bulk of us, especially back benchers like me, who were not 
mighty enough to be placed on the Select Committee, might have the 
views of at least a good majority of the Select Committee. I tried to 
follow, Sir, their opinions. And what are they ? They are as varied 
as 'the colours of the sun-beam : and if therefore we say that we are 
unable to understand all these conflicting opinions of the mighty ex¬ 
perts, that we would therefore wish to get more opinion from others, 
probably-bigger experts (or non-experts that I would always prefer), then 
certainly the responsibility for producing the Bill and placing it be¬ 
fore the House in a form> which is full of such conflicting views, rests 
upon the Government, not upon our shoulders. I did not produce the 
Bill, nor Mr. Neogy, for he too like me was not on the Select Committee. 
Therefore-*! hope, with regard to Sir Basil Blackett’s clear warning 
that if we vote for sending this Bill for circulation or opinion, we shall 
practically reject the passing of this Bill, that he will clearly realize 
that the responsibility will lie on those v r ho have produced this Bill, 
not on those who are unable to comprehend the Bill even with all the 
very eloquent utterances on both sides of the House by various people. 

Now, I turn to my very eloquent friend Mr. Cketty. Of course, 
naturally, being a signatory, I suppose to the majority report, he has 
taken great pains ; and with liis- usual eloquence and usual rhetoric, 
he has tried to explain many things that we already knew, such as 
how much yarn is consumed by the handloom industry, how much by 
the mills and son on, and he came to the conclusion that the financial 
weight that may be imposed upon the handloom industry is almost 
negligible. Sir, my friend, Mr. Chetty is a rich man, and I, as a Brahmin, 
wish him to become richer still. A rich man does not know how the 
poor man suffers. It is not his fault. Just to-day we had an example. 

-■ The Finance Member is very anxious that we should consider this 
matter as very urgent ; he said that the problem of the iqill-owners, 
of 300 millowners. is urgent ,- and if we now circulate this for opinion, 
we shall be failing in our duty. I wish, Sir, that Sir George Rainy 
had similarly told us that the distress of 2,000 p'oor fellows who are 
to be turned out of their homes with their families is as urgent as the 
distress of the 300 rich people whose interests Sir Basil Blackett wants 
to safeguard. 

Mr. President *. The Honourable Member himself did not consider’ 
it urgent ; otherwise he would have raised the question in time. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : I am commenting, Sir, on the opinion put 
upon the amendment by Sir Basil Blackett, not on your decision. How¬ 
ever. Sir, I am passing on. I was just about to say that I am a pkilso- 
pher ; and I know the Biblical proverb : 

“ Unto him that hath, more shall he given ; and from him that hath not, shall bo 
taken away even that winch he hath. ’ ’ 
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I therefore do not complain, Sir, about the ways of the- Govern¬ 
ment. It is always the same. But I cannot understand Mr. Chetty’s 
argument that the poor handloom fellows will not be affected. I would 
like to have the opinion of the poor rather than the opinion of the rich. 
and I wish, Sir, that Mr. Chetty had listened carefully to the very very 
good speech that was delivered from this side of the House on behalf of 
the handloom weaver. I think there were many more arguments, in his. 
speech than in Mr. Chetty’s. For example, one argument in his speech: 
was this ; I do want to repeat it in detail—the question is not how 
much yarn the handloom weaver consumes or turns out ; the question is 
What is the price of the cloth that he produces, and what would be the 
competition between hand-woven cloth and the mill-made cloth, whether 
made in India or imported from elsewhere. That Is one most 
important point ; not how much yarn, or cotton is consumed ; the. whole 
question is whether the cloth turned out from the handlooms will get a 
fair selling price in the market. Sir, it is admitted—admitted in this 
Report—that there is going to be some kind of infliction on the hand¬ 
loom weaver. Nobody has denied it. Now, the Avhole question is 
this : you are here penalising the handloom weaver to some extent. 
Nobody denies it.. Even Mr. Chetty does not deny it ; he dare hot deny 
it ; he says it is negligible. The . question is whom, are you going, to 
favour ? Are you going to favour really the hard pressed mill industry 
of Bombay 1 There is Sir Purshotamdas’ opinion, and I think he 
knows the feelings of the millowners of Bombay far better than any¬ 
body else. He says : 


The protection offered by the Bill therefore becomes 
a reality unless an attempt is made to import coarse counts. 


more of an eye-rvasli than 

T) 


_ . 1 ou are here penalising somebody, and you are benefiting hobodv.' 
This wonderfui Bill favours nobody but does hurt somebody. Sir Basil 
ae vett threatens us that if we put it off for opinion,' the responsi- 
bdity will be ours The responsibility for producing this wonderful 
J3111 is not ours. Sir, I cannot understand the argument, because'I am 
a simple non-offieial and am not an official expert. ! I contend that the- 
responsibility is entirely on the shoulders of the Government. Here 
the evidence before ns shows that the Government have not carried out 

^th r ^° n 10n ii ° f th " TarM Board. All that has been dealt 

_ n.-n ^ ° T tllers -. Whatever may be the cause'/ here we have 

even aiMnff'ifc! t \ ere 1S n0 , t tliat amount of unanimity of opinion, 
And cnrelJ' ° ^ j consider that it should be passed immediately.. 
bnv hnvtX as somebod 3 r else has Pointed out, the millowners of Bom- 
are not 2 ?^ slwmld * rs to ***** weight ; even if they 

the use of Sil shadowy protection. Give them real help. What is- 

hurW ntb^r<: g vi 0m ^- 11 Shad<:nVy lielp t0 a set of people and for that - 
red herri^r I ™ See 1 mS *° h ® tlie 1 ref ° re neither fish > flesl1 n °r good 
straightforward oT° nnc nd *** we should pass this. The 

been-Amt Governments are not 
have tackled the whole 3 - rd courses—-that Government., should 

and honest fashion If Parian™ m 3 Teiy ™ ueb more brave, courageous 
fair, Japan oughtdo be imnaTi, T* . co f petl «g . in a manner not quite 
If other countries re oS ’ may be * consequences. 

are competing with India, if there is sennine desir^ 
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on the part of the Government of India to protect the native industries 
of India, the handloom or the mill . industry, there ought to be a real 
kind of protection given by imposing heavy duties upon all foreign 
cloth imported into India. If we had a Government of our own we 
should have done it. Other Governments have done the same thing in 
other countries, because they love their own industries, their own trades,, 
their own workmen, better than of course a foreign Government can 
love and cherish the industries and workmen of foreign country. 
However, Sir, there is no real remedy ; there is the evil, we admit, 
I for one, Six*, have nothing to say against the Bombay millowners. 
If they raised their prices, it was part of their human nature. Who has 
not done it 1 What had the East India Company done in days of yore T 
What has every company done ? That is the business morality of every 
merchant. Of course a philosopher like me or like Professor Ruthna- 
svvamy may not like it. But the business ethics of merchants and our 
academical ethics are quite different. The whole ethics of the British 
nation has been the ethics of the business man, of the profiteer. Therefore 
there is no use of talking high ethics to the British Government either 
here or there. I repeat I have nothing to say against the Bombay mill- 
owners. Poor fellows, they had a good day ; they did not make good 
use of it ! They are now in trouble, in hot water. I would personally 
like to help the Bombay millowners, if I can without hurting anybody 
else. But this Bill does not help them, does not enable them to receive 
any help, without hurting the poor cottage handloom weaver. - There- 1 
fore, Sir, I appeal to the genius of the Government Benches, to Sir 
George Rainy and’ Sir Basil Blackett, to kindly give us a better Bill 
which will really help the millowners of Bombay without hurting the 
handloom weavers of India. I join in the chorus of all who have sung 
that the handloom industry alone is in India a national industry. I am 
to-day almost in a mood to accept the Gandhian doctrine that all 
huge machinery is an evil. I wish that this doctrine will spread and 
place machine-made things at a discount, because I feel how the 1 
machineman, the millowner, will readily make use of the human element 
for his purposes so long as it suits him and pays him amply ; but if he can, 
by getting rid of his human labourers, and substituting machinery 
instead, get the work for two annas less, then it does not cause him the 
slightest pang how many are thrown out of work. Whether 2,000 or 
3,000 and 4,000 men, they 7 must go. 

‘‘ Theirs not to reason why, 1 

Theirs not to make reply, 

Theirs but to do and die." 

That is the Capitalists’ ethics for whose help indeed this Bill is 
before us. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Eelvi (Bombay 7 Southern Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, I do not think that I should give a silent vote either in 
favour of the Bill or against it. But I may tell the House that I am not 
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a millowner nor am I a handloom Weaver. I come from tlie southern 
part of the Bombay Presidency in which there are not many cotton mills, 
but there are a good many liandloom weavers and some of my voters 
happen to he- handloom weavers. So it is my duty to see that their 
interests are safeguarded. Now, I find it rather difficult to understand 
the position of Government. -Government has placed before us two 
Tariff Bills, one of which only is now under consideration. As soon as 
we have finished the consideration of this Bill, I believe that the second 
Bill will also be taken up. I have read the Report of the Select Com¬ 
mittee on that Bill and I find from it that Government is ‘in a position 
to forego a revenue of 85 lakhs of rupees a year. The Government 
proposal there seems- to be to remit the' import duties 'bin certain 
machinery and stores. It is very difficult for me to understand the 
position of Government. If Government is in a position to forego an. 
annual revenue of 85 lakhs, why should not Government give a bounty 
to. these millowners who are crying for relief ? That is a very difficult 
question for me to solve. My* second doubt is that we are told here that 
the handloom weavers will he mulcted to the tune of- 12 lakhs a year. 
My Honourable friend Mr. Shanmukham Chetty was good enough' to 
tell us that the loss of the handloom weavers will be the gain to that 
extent of the millowners. Am I to understand that the millowners are 
crying here for a crumb of 12 lakhs only a year ? It is said that 12 
lakhs is not much in the case of these handloom. weavers. It is a mere 
flea-bite in their -case. Is it not a flea-bite in the case of the Bombay 
millowners who are applying for assistance in their difficulties ? These 
are the two points on which I should like to he enlightened by the 
Honourable Member who has introduced this Bill. Why should not a 
bounty be given to the millowners out of the 85 lakhs which we get 
annually by the duties on importation of machinery ? Where is the 
need of abolishing the import duties ? Are we to abolish -these import 
duties for the benefit of the manufacturers of machinery in England ? 
Who wants this abolition of import duties on machinery and stores We 
know that there is a very strong agitation in favour of the millowners. 
It is true that the millowners are suffering terribly. There is no doubt' 
on that point. I do not agree with the. heavy indictment that was 
preferred against the millowners of Bombay by some of my Honourable 
friends. There may he sins of omission and commission on their part: 
but we have to consider their industry which happens to he a very 
important industry in the country. If they, have got a legitimate griev- 
an . ce aric } ^ that grievance can be redressed, it should he redressed by 
this Legislature. I find it difficult to understand the new habit , which 
Government has unfortunately and dangerously for this country- recently 
contracted. Government appoints committees ; Government appoints 
commissions and Tariff Boards,- and spends lakhs of rupees on them. 
These bodies go round the country, hold inquiries and submit their reports 
to the Government, and when their recommendations are made, Govern¬ 
ment quietly sets aside their recommendations and proceeds with its 
T''ti ideas.• 1 find that the Government of India was pleased to appoint, 
the Skeen Committee. They spent a good deal of money on that Com¬ 
mittee. The Committee made certain recommendations, but the other 
day I found that Government opposed all those recommendation's and 
did bo successfully m another place. When the Resolution comes up .here 
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for discussion on the 13th instant, I do not know how it may fare. I 
find the same thing here. Government appointed the Tariff Board and 
they have made a report. They have suggested a remedy and now 
Government for its own purposes has set aside the recommendations of 
the Board and has proceeded to legislate after its own fashion. It is 
very difficult for some of the Members of this Legislature to give their 
votes in this predicament. We are told by the Honourable the Finance 
Member that if this Bill is rejected or 'if this dilatory motion of Mr. 
Neogy is passed, the responsibility will rest upon our shoulders. That 
is an argument to which my friend Mr: Acharya has given a sufficient 
answer. I do not think I should repeat his arguments. It is not we 
who are to blame. We do not draft these legislative measui'es. Govern¬ 
ment has got at its disposal highly paid officers whose business it is to 
draft Bills. Government has got in its custody all the necessary material. 
It should draft Bills in time ; the Bills should be published for the 
'information of the public. Public opinion should be invited and if it 
be necessary to consult Provincial Governments, that should be done in 
time. But what do we generally find ? Without resort to any of these 
salutary measures,' all of a sudden Bills are sprung upon this Legislature 
and if we oppose them we are considered to be bad fellows. We are 
dubbed as irreconcilables. It is not out of cussednes^ that we sometimes 
oppose these Bills. More often than not we oppose them because suffi¬ 
cient time'is not given to us to consult our constituents and to under¬ 
stand what the opinions of the various Local Governments are. Very 
often sufficient time is not' given to us to consider these measures in detail. 
As a matter of form, every Bill is referred to a Select Committee. The 
"Select Committee meets once or twice and it presents to us a report. 
"Sometimes we find that the report is unanimous, and sometimes we find 
that there are divergent opinions. Now, take the case of the Bill which is 
under consideration. How is it possible for a man like me to follow the 
Report of the Select Committee 1 I find that men of equal authority 
are ranged on opposite sides. I find that men like Sir Purshotamdas 
Thakurdas; a gentleman whom I have known for many years and who 
was my colleague for some years in the Bombay Council, says that this 
Bill is a mere eye-wash. Now, take the ease of another friend, Raja 
Ghazanfar Ali Khan, who is a Muhammadan gentleman of light and leading. 
He says that this Bill is absolutely worthless and his opinion which is 
given in two or three lines is to the effect that this Bill should not be 
proceeded with. Take again the case of another gentleman, Mr. Jamna- 
das Mehta or Mr. Duraiswamv Aiyangar. Both of them say that this 
Bill is absolutely worthless and it should be dropped at once. It is 
thus very difficult for men like me to form their opinions. We have got 
very little material before us and there is no time for us to look into 
all the literature that is available. I submit that in view of the fact 
that sufficient time has not been given to the country and tp the Legis¬ 
lature for the consideration of this measure, the amendment brought 
forward by Mr. Neogy should be passed by this House. I do not support 
it simply because I want to delay the passage of this Bill. If we receive 
the opinions of Local Governments in favour of this Bill, we may pass 
this measure in the next Delhi Session. The millowners will have to 
suffer very little during this period of two or three months because we 
are now told that the millowners are to get only 12 lakhs of rupees a 
year. This 12 lakhs would be the loss of the handloom weavers and 
whatever the loss is of the handloom weavers will be the gain of the 
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millowners. I do not believe that the Bombay millowners are so very 
poor. I have known some of them. I know how many motor cars they 
.each keep, how many bungalows they own and I know also the amount 
of income-tax and super-tax they pay. They are not so very poor as 
these poor handloom weavers are. Why should there be so much hubbub 
about only 12 lakhs a year ? If these two points are cleared up, I shall 
see my way to make up my mind as to whether I should vote in favour 
of the* measure or against it. At present it seems to me that I shall be 
doing my duty if I vote in favour of Mr. Neogy’s amendment and 
against the motion of the Honourable Member in charge of the Bill. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : Sir, it is indeed with diffidence that I speak 
on this motion. I do not want the impression to go abroad that the 
attitude that we are adopting in regard to this Bill is one of. mere delay, 
delay in order that we should wreck this Bill or the mill industry. 
Among my friends who have spoken on this side of the House, some 
waxed very tragic like Mr. Shanmukham Chetty about the woes of this 
industry ; others like my friend Mr. Rahimtoola waxed very patriotic, 
still others like Mr. Jamnadas Mehta became' quite romantic, I maj 1- say 
that the latter waked in turn both patriotic, tragic and romantic about 
this industry. He said that as far as this industry is concerned, “ ive ” 
have a great affection for it. The reason why. I want to oppose this Bill 
is because I have no affection for this industry as it is constituted. 

(An Honourable Member : “ Shame.”) Mv Honourable, friend says 
“Shame”. When I relate before you the facts , connected with this 
industry he will perhaps cry shame on the millowners, and. not upon us 
who are opposed to this Bill. May I call the attention of my friend Mr. 
Jamnadas Mehta to what has actually been said by a Union which gave 
evidence before the Tariff Board ? The Union was the Gimi Kamgaf 
Textile Union of Bombay, with which neither my friend Mr. Joshi nor 
I are connected. They said that the millowners have made no efforts to 
increase the efficiency of the mill hands. They say : , , 

“ The wide powers of dismissals, fines, leave giving, etc., though technically in the 
hands of the higher authorities such as tiie managers, weaving and spinning masters, 
are in practice exercised by the head-jobbers and jobbers and are in many cases abused 
by them. ” ' ' 

Are these the people who have an affection for this industry ? 

" It is notorious that several jobbers; head-jobbers and the women overseers called 
the ‘ ‘ naikins ’ ’ in the Winding and Reeling departments receive bribes or dastvri 
from the operatives at the time of employment and even during the continuance of 
their service. Tlie rate of the dasluri varies from Re. .1 to Rs. 5 per month. Instead 
of taking prompt steps to stop the practice, the Agent, had the audacity , to tell the 
I nion that such practice of taking bribes prevailed in all the mills and that, if her 
vere to take notice of it and adopt measures to stop it, he would soon require to close 
down his mill. 7 ’ 

Then there is the question of dismissals which take place summarily 
without any regard to the well-being of the workers—and it is said in the 
report that the dismissals that take place are the normal feature .of the 
working of these mills. Am I to take it that these workers, who are really 
the producers of the wealth of this industry, hut who are thus abominably 
treated have an affection for this industry ? , ,Am.Tto take it, that those 
oi-us who want, to see their condition bettered'have an .affection for this 
industry What sort of affection lias my Honourable friend ? He ’says- 
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that he is a “ devoted servant ” of this industry. Far better would it be 
if my Honourable friend were a devoted servant of humanity instead of 
being a “ devoted servant ” of any particular industry. Sir, the question 
that arises is, whether you are going to protect this industry at the expense 
of cognate industries, of workers and of consumers. I think my friend 
Mr. Rahimtoola used the expression that -some of us wanted to kill the 
mill industry. He went beyond this and said that was a national industry. 
At 20 minutes past 11, I put a question to him whether it was a national 
industry, and at 5 to 12 when he sat down, although he had promised to 
give me a reply he did not. May I remind Mr. Rahimtula and Mr. Chetty 
who are so anxious to regard this industry as a national industry of a 
sentence, in Horace, “ Dulce et decorun est pro patria mori ” —Better for 
them, more proper for them, to die for their nation than to die for an 
industry which they consider to be merely national. If the industry is not 
in a better position to claim the support of the opposition and of public 
men in this country except by arguments of this nature, I say, Sir, that 
that industry does not deserve the support that it asks us to give it. On 
the contrary, I have facts and figures here to show that far from helping 
the poverty-stricken workers, this industry has been drawing enormous 
profits from 3 917—1922, profits, I compute, ranging up to 178 per cent. 
I am sorry I made that mistake. The profits are not all the profits. These 
are but the dividends that have been distributed to the shareholders during 
the years 1917—1922. 178 per cent, of the total capital invested in this 

industry has, been distributed in dividends to the shareholders of this 
industry. Why did not this industry, in this boom period, set apart a 
portion of its profits in order that it might meet a period of depression ? 
It was bound to follow what other industries have done. Take the jute 
industry of Calcutta. During the war period this industry made enormous 
profits. Then came the period after the war in 1921, when that industry 
discovered that it had produced goods 25 per cent, 'over and above the 
limit required for proper consumption, and the industry was naturally 
in a particularly bad way. What did those who control that industry 
do ? They immediately organised scientifically, and the result was that 
within a very short period they were in a position to pay equally good 
dividends after the war as they paid during the war. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Jute is a monopoly, cotton is not. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : My friend says that jute is a monopoly. Is 
he not aware that cotton is practically a monopoly for consumption pur¬ 
poses in India ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : No. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber : Indian 
Commerce) : Absolutely not. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : Let my friend look at the import and export 
figures. He will have a chance of replying to my arguments when he 
speaks. The question that arises is this. Why did not this industry 
do what the other industry did 1 I will tell you the reason why it 
did not do so. They were more concerned with their profits. They were 
more concerned with taking as much as they could from their shares ; 
thpy were more concerned with getting rich quickly. That was the real 
reason, and. they know'it-perfectly well. It is no good coming to us 



4088 ’ -legislative assembly;' ' ' [7 th Sept. 1927. 

[Diwan Chaman Lall.] ' , . • 

and blmving hot and cold and saying, “ We are nationalists ; we are' 
patriots • pray, for Heaven’s sake, support us .’• The jute-industry did 
not come with a begging bowl at the time of its need and ask us, to-, 
support it in its period of depression. Why should the cotton industry 
now come before us and ask for protection 1 I see no reason for their 
so doing, and I have not been able to find anj 7 reason .except merely that 
they have been profligates. It- is their financial profligacy, that has 
brought them to their present position, and the result is—what they are 
asking us to do. They are asking us to impose a burden on the liandloom 
industry, on the average' consumer of coarse cloth in this country, in 
order that tke 3 7 mas 7 : tide over this period of depression. Will my, 
learned friends, who are representing the milloyraers in this House, give 
me a guarantee that they will not, as a result. of this duty, be putting 
up the price of coarse yarn ? Do Honourable Members know that the 
actual amount of coarse yarn which is being used in , thiscountry is 
something like 260 million pounds ? The result of this duty will be,,not 
as my friend Mr. Chetty put it, merely a burden of 11 or 12 lakhs. 
The real burden will be on the coarser yarn, the price of which is bound 
to go up under these circumstances by at least one anna.per pound. One 
anna per pound on 260 million pounds works out to about If crores. 
Where is that going to come from ? Who is going to pay it ? The 
average consumer of coarse yarn is going to pay,.that sum. And who is 
he ? The poorest of the poor. That aspect of the question has not been 
mentioned in this House,'because, if it had been,,mentioned, the reply 
would have been there, namely, that you are going,to penalise the user 
of coarser yarn, penalise the poor man in the, country. Who is there 
who wants to help the poor man of this country who is yet .prepared to. 
accept that argument ? I say, Sir, not one of these millowners—I should 
be very glad if they do it—not one of the millowners willbe willing to 
give us a guarantee that he will not put up the price of coarse yarn.! 
They cannot do it. In fact, all their plans are working on these lines, 
namely, that they are not going to get very great advantages out of the' 
present duty as far as 31s. to 40s. are concerned, but that thej 7 will get 
a tremendous advantage by imposing an extra anna per pound on the 
coarser j 7 arn which is consumed in this country. 

Sir, in these circumstances, I want to know' how it is possible' for 
any man to help this indutsry at the expense of the poor, consumer of 
this country. How is it, again, possible for us to help this industry at; 
the expense of the handloom industry ? There are exponents of the 
creed which is being put forward on behalf of the millowners, who say 
that the handloom industry is not going to be'hit hard. On the other 
hand, I have my Honourable friend, Mr. Rahimtulla, who spoke about the 
protection of cotton. He Avas really AA 7 anting to protect the wool 
industry. His arguments were - decidedly Avoolly (Laughter). He said 
that he agrees \\ 7 itli the argument that the handloom 'industry is going 
to be hit A 7 erj- hard. If the handloom industry' is going to be hit very 
hard, should you- not devise some other means, of helping the mill 
industry 1 Although, you could have deAused your means in your boom- 
period, you did not do so, and you how call yourself a national industry.' 
Precious little did you care for the nation at the time of its need My 
learned friend'' wanted to-know Iioav it is possible for them to get'some¬ 
thing more out of the Government. What was my-friend; and What 
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■were his colleagues doing at the time of political stress ill this country T 
Did they join hands, did they join forces with the popular parties in 
.this country to coerce the Government into granting the rights that are 
the birthrights* of this nation ? No. If they had joned the national 
forces, they would have found the method of doing it. They would have 
learnt that unitedly you can demand from this Government your rights, 
if you have any rights, but by begging from this Government all that you 
will get is not protection that you require but a great deal of humilia¬ 
tion which you are experiencing to-day in this House and in the country. 
Take the handloom industry. The Assam Government says—the note 
presented by the Assam Government says : 

f 

“ I do not think the handloom industry competes with the mill industry to any 
extent. On the other hand, it is the mill industry that tries to throttle the handloom 
industry by fair or unfair means. ’ ’ 

Here is the verdict of f the Assam Government. The agricultural- 
population of Assam uses the 'handloom industry produce to a great 
extent, and that Government says that even now the mill industry is 
trying by fair and unfair mean's to throttle the handloom industry. Are 
you going to give another advantage to this industry and say, “ Although 
you are already using fair and unfair means to throttle the handloom 
industry, we shall go beyond that and we shall give you protection in 
order-that you may* kill that industry outright.” The Punjab Govern¬ 
ment again—another agricultural province—what do they say ? They 
say : - 

:, “As Tegards question 113, the* object of the proposed increase in duty on imported 
yarn appears to be to give a better price to the Indian millowner. If it does this, the*, 
cost of production of - handloom'articles will necessarily increase. It is possible that 
the extra cost would be shared by the consumer, but the demand for cloth in India 
is characterised by one feature, ■vie., it is a demand by a poor population for a cheap 
article. It seems therefore to be inevitable, if the price of yam rises, that the demand 
for the handloom product will decline. ” . , 

: I need not. quote any more extracts from the evidence that was 

tendered before the Tariff Board, but I think those two extracts are 
quite sufficient to indicate the fact that the handloom industry is going 
to suffer, and to suffer to an extent whch we cannot realise at the 
present moment. Therefore, as I suggested in my minute of 'dissent,’ 
we cannot be parties to what I consider to be an act of vandalism 
against the handloom industry. 

• Now, Sir, the' question does arise as to why this industry has been* in 
such a parlous state. Take the case of Japan. Japan imports its cotton, 
it has to pay freight from the importing country. It' re-exports the 
goods which it produces, and it is said that the reason why Japan can 
compete favourably with countries like India is because the labour con¬ 
ditions in Japan are very much worse than* labour conditions in India. A 
great deal has been made of the Washington Convention. It is said 
therein that night .work by women has to be prohibited, and my friends 
fix upon that and say that, because in Japan there is a double shift system 
and Avomen work at night, therefore it gives a very, unfair advantage to 
Japan. But do my friends realise that, the Avages of women worker# 
in Japan even to-day are-more than the wages paid , to male' hands in the 
mill industry in Bombay 1 They have no knowledge of that. If that is- 
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the position, how is it a charge against that country that that industry- is 
competing unfairly with the Indian industry because, of the labour con¬ 
ditions in that country ? I admit, and I condemn the horrible condition 
of the - workers in Japan. I. admit that their condition is deplorable. 
But it is to be concluded that the condition of the workers in this country 
is not deplorable but that they are leading serene lives of cerulean 
happiness ? Every one of the millowners, every one of the supporters 
of the millowenrs knows that the mill hands in Bombay are leading 
the most miserable lives that any human being can lead. They know 
it perfectly well, but they do not want to discuss that question merely 
because it * is not relevant to the issue as far as thgir own arguments are 
concerned. But as far as our arguments are concerned, it is the one 
issue that is really relevant. Now, Sir, let me .take the question of 
Lancashire. There we have an industry in which the workers are fairly 
highly r paid. I have an extract in my hand from a report regarding 
India and Piece-goods—“Lancashire Cotton Outlook”: , 

“ There is one handicap to British industry in competing with tlie rivals which is 
always in evidence, the enormous increase in taxation botli Imperial and local. An 
illustration of wliat this means -to cotton was given by Mr. Dewhurst to the Share-. 
holders .of Williams Deacon’s when he quoted the, annual.report of the Oldham Master 
Cotton Spinners’ Association to the effect that for atypical mill in the Oldham 
district the actual percentage increase in cost over 1914' of one pound of .weight , of 
yarn* was 174 per cent.'for local rates, 277 per cent, for income-tax, and 640 per cent, 
for health, pensions, and unemployment insurance. ” 1 -' 


Even in Japan the mills have a system of health insurance which you do 
not have in Bombay, and here in Lancashire they have been paying 040 
per cent, more than the 1914 rates per pound of yarn because of health 
insurance,' unemployment. insurance and pensions^ Those charges our 
liiillowaners do not haye to pay ; they do not pay those charges^ and yet 
they are not in a position—they, who use the cotton produced in this 
country, they who pay practically the cheapest wages that are paid any¬ 
where in the world—-they are not in a position to compete with Japan 
or with China. I am really surprised that they should have brought 
this industry to this sorry plight. They have only themselves to blame* 
for it. Their system of management—my' Honourable friends, will 
pardon me for referring to it, I do not want to refer.to it with any bitter-^ 
ness, but I do want to make this point that their system of management 
has been faulty—let me put it at the lowest and say it has been faulty.. 
(Hear,, hear.) The managing agents—they are themselves interested 
often in the selling agencies. They take tlieir 'little hit of' profit from 
the selling agencies. They are often interested' in the insurance com¬ 
panies with which they insure their mills, and in some cases—I have got' 
a statement here in some eases they will insure with companies which 
pay the largest rebates to the managing agents. Cloth 'is sold'through 
agencies in which, as I have already said,' the managing agents are in¬ 
terested ; and this is a point which is not'well worth making, hut never¬ 
theless there it is, the-directorates are merely the cliques of managing' 
agents The result is/that this industry has been handed down from' 
father to son as a heritage without a scientific outlook. In many cases, 
this.industry has been run upon an-unscientific basis of finance and to- 
fiav it naturally finds itself m this difficulty. The reporic df^Tariff 
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Board says if they had only conserved the great profits that they made in 
the boom period they would not have been faced with this difficulty. 
They say that the profits from 1919 to 1922 inclusive were 40.1 per cent., 
35.2 per cent, and 16.4. per cent. These are the profits. I know that my 
Honourable friend, Sir Victor Sassoon will get up, add up all the profits 
for the various years, he will then divide the total by so many years 
and he will say the result is 8 per cent., and 8 per cent, is a very small 
return for this industry. No. The point I want to make is this, that 
the total percentages, as I have worked them out, came to over 178 per 
cent, is for but a few years. These profits represent practically If of the 
total capital invested in this industry. If they had preserved these pro¬ 
fits they would not have been in their present plight. Why should they 
come now on the plea that it is a national industry—a plea that they 
cannot substantiate—and ask the nation to support them. I would 
consider it a national industry if it were an industry in the hands of the 
State working for the people of this country—I consider it to be an anti¬ 
national industry because it is working for the benefit of the few mill- 
owners of Bombay and Ahmedabad. My friend Mr. Jamnadas stated 
that practically the whole of this industry has supported this demand for 
protection. He knows perfectly well that it is .not so. What has actual¬ 
ly happened is this. Ahmedabad and Bombay have been very hard hit, 
not the upcountry mills. I am indebted for an extract I shall presently 
read to Sir George Rainy regarding the Delhi Cloth and General Mills. 
There is a statement in the Tariff Board’s report of last year that the-e 
Mills paid 35 per cent, in dividends. There is the fact staring us in 
the face that these upcountry mills are in a, prosperous condition, that 
they were not so badly hit as Bombay and Ahmedabad. Even in 
Madras there is no urgent demand for protection. (Sir Hari Singh 
Gour •. " What mills'have you got in Madras ?) ” I am simply surpris¬ 
ed at Sir Hai'i Singh Gour. (Laughter.) This is not the first time that 
he has surprised me. (Loud laughter.) Has he read the Tariff Board’s 
Report ? If he has, he will no doubt have seen what sort of mills there 
are in Madras. Now, the report of- the Delhi Cloth and General Mills 
says this : “ The directors apprehended a gloomy future for the industry, 
if immediate relief was not given to it by the Government ”. After re¬ 
cording their appreciation of the highly valuable services of Mr. So 
and So the directors declare a dividend free of income-tax of Rs. 45 per 
cent per annum ! (Laughter). As I said, this particular industry 
has been hit most in .Ahmedabad and Bombay. When my friend Mr. 
Jamnadas makes the statement that there is a unanimous demand for the 
support that is being given to the industry, I would remind my friend 
Mr. Jamnadas of what the Tariff Board Report says. They say that 
they examined three out of the large group of upper Indian mills and 
they found that the costs of production were not placed before them. 
Of most of the evidence that was taken in this case, the emphasis that 
was laid in regard to protection came from Bombay and Ahmedabad. 
That is a patent fact. Nobody can deny it. Ahmedabad and Bombay 
are the two centres of cotton gambling and financial profligacy. These 
are the two centres that have been hit hard. 

Now, Sir, let-me refer for a minute to the question of the condition 
of the workers in this industry. What have the miliowners done for 
this industry ? What is the state of literacy ? Is it not a fact that they 

D 
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liaye' done next to nothing'to improve the literacy of the workers in the 
industry ? Is it not a fact, when they complain about, the inefficiency 
of the' workers, that they took practically no steps to increase the 'effi¬ 
ciency of the workers ? Even the Tariff Board says that .they wished 
that the ftiillowners had taken the necessary, steps in the, boom period 
to improve efficiency. They regret that in the period of depression they 
are not in a position to take those steps. The reply of the millowners 
is that they have done all they could for improving the efficiency of the 
workers. It is for them to eat the humble pie now and admit,that most 
of their trouble is due to the inefficiency of the workers. How can vou 
have efficiency in the workers if the condition of these workers is as bad 
as has been painted in the official reports from the Labour Office in 
Bombay? The Labour Office has stated that the, condition of these 
workers is in the highest degree miserable. After considering 2,473 work¬ 
ing class budgets they say that no less than 56 per, cent, of the workers 
in Bombay subsist on food the quality of which did not reach the prison 
standard, the standard which is prescribed by Government for ordinary 
criminals in His Majesty’s prisons. The general conclusion is that in¬ 
dustrial workers in Bombay consumed a diet inferior to that prescrib¬ 
ed by the Bombay Jail Manual. ‘96 per cent, of the families in' Bombay 
were living in over crowded single rooms and 47 per cent, of the families 
in Bombay were in debt. Why pride yourselves on this so-called na¬ 
tional industry ? These are the signs of “ affection ” these industrialists 
have for the 376,000 workers living on this miserable diet! I shall not refer 
to the question of hours of work or the question of wages.. We know 
that the average wage that is given in Bombay to these workers is Its. 
30-10-1. We also know that it leaves practically lio margin for these 
workers for any of the what I, should call ordinai’y. necessities of life 
barring food and rent and clothing. If these are the, workers who are 
going to be forced under this new scheme that is - being propounded, 
namely, that Indian workers in Bombay should work not two looms but 
four looms, then I say you are crying for -the moon.-, My. Honourable 
friend Sir Victor Sassoon knows perfectly "well that recently when he 
tried to put that into force in Bombay there was a very serious strike and 
20,000 workers "marched out of his mills. Here is a telegram I. have rer 
c'eived from Bombay : ■ 

“ Textile workers threatened 18 per cent, wage cut; Three loom device without 
improved materials or labour saving appliances.” . 


You are asking .the men who are working-,-under these miserable conditions 
to put in more work. I say you are crying .for the moon.. . As I understand 
it the workers in Madras work one doom a day. In the United States of 
America they work from 9 to 12.looms a day..- In Lancashire they work 
from 5 to 6. 1 have no hesitation in saying that the first thing you must 
c(o is to make the workers more efficient, but at the same time I want the 
millowners to realise that it is primarily their duty to, see that the workers 
me efficient It is their duty to see that the workers get, more food to 
eat, more clothing to wear, that they are better housed than they are at 
present. Lady. Chattarjee m her hook refers to a ease in Bombay where 
she discovered m a room 16 by 12,: 30 people, men and women hi a pre¬ 
carious state of health. Is that humane treatment for the workers. P If 
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you want protection for your industry, your priinhry duty is to protect 
the workers who are engaged in your industry. Your primary duty is 
to see that the consumers in this country are not penalised at the expense 
of the millowners. 

r I hope you will pardon me if I refer to another little matter in regard 
to the imposition of this burden upon the average consumer, in. this country. 
It has apparently been the policy of Government in this country to go 
on increasing taxation not by direct means but by indirect means. The 
method of indirect.' taxation is such that it hits the very poorest of the 
poor in this country. The present position, as I take it, in regard to 
indirect taxation in 1924-25 is that 63 per cent, of our total taxation was 
indirect, 24 per cent, land and 13 per cent, only direct taxation. If yon 
want to tax this country, the poor man in this country, tax him in an 
intelligent way, in an honest way, in an equitable way but do not go on 
imposing burdens upon him merely because at the present moment your 
millowners are crying for what I may call unemployment insurance 
(cheers). The millowners fear that they will be presently unemployed and 
therefore they come to ns and ask us to insure them against unemploy¬ 
ment. When we ask for unemployment insurance for the workers what 
reply do we get ? We get the reply that the matter is still under the 
consideration of the Government of India. Now, Sir, there is no doubt 
about it, and we have evidence of it, that in the past too the mill industry 
has been responsible for a great deal of uneSnployment in the handloom 
industry. For example, in textile, the 1911 report records a decrease in 
the number of textile workers by 6 per cent, in the preceding 10 years 
despite the extension of textile manufacture in India. That is a fact to 
which I want to draw the attention of Honourable Members. Why has 
there been a decrease of 6 per cent, during that decade in spite of an 
increase in textile manufactures in this country ? The reason Sir, and 
it is stated here, is that it is due “ to the almost complete extinction of 
, cotton spinning by hand ? \ That, is the reason for it. And we have the 
evidence of the Tariff Board itself that the result of the imposition of this 
duty will be a burden upon the handloom industry. We haye seen how 
the mill industry has worked in order to extinguish practically cotton 
spinning in this country by hand. The result of this duty will be not 
only to extinguish cotton spinning which is already practically extin¬ 
guished, but also the cotton weaving industry by band which is an industry- 
in which hundreds of thousands are employed. This industry will be 
severely affected. Are we then going to support this measure in spite of 
the disadvantages that one can see accruing, accruing certainly not to the 
millowners but to the average man in the street ? And shall we, who have 
come in here on the ticket that we shall protect the interest of the man in 
the street, be parties to the passing of this measure ? Under no circum¬ 
stances can we be parties to such a measure. I have not the.slightest doubt, 
as I have indicated in my minute of dissent, that I would myself be a party 
to the discovery of a scientific system of protection, not only for tills 
industry but for all industries, provided two things are made clear, first, 
that iho prosperity of the industry will react, favourably upon the’ pros¬ 
perity of the workers in the industry, and secondly, that no undue burden 
is placed upon the consumers of this country ; and further, I may add, 
if it is also made clear that the time will come when this industry and all 
such industries will become really national, not pseudo national, and will 



LEGISLATIVE' ASSEMBLY. 


[7th Sept. 1927. 


[Diwan Chaman Lall.] . ... s "■ . . • 

really become' the property of the nation, working not for the profit of 
the few but for the benefit of the- people.'' (Applause.) , , 

Sir Victor Sassoon (Bombay Millowners’ Association : Indian Com¬ 
merce) :'Mr. President, I suppose that in the opinion of Mr. Jamnadas 
Mahta, and perhaps of Mr. Chaman Lai, 1 stand before you as the weak- 
kneed representative of a spineless industry. I regret therefore that my 
knees must hold me up for a longer period of time than I generally take 
when I address this House. I am afraid that my subject is so large that 
I will not be able to compress it within the usual 10 minutes or a quarter ■ 
•of an hour which. I think is generally as much' as this House ever cares 
to listen to my voice. . So my knees-must be stiffened for this afternoon 
at any rate. I have not only to deal with my Honourable friend Mr. 
Neogy’s remarks and the points made by him and some of the other 
■speakers, but I will have to deal with the question of:the mill industry 
vis-a-vis the Government. Sir, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta’s speech was, to say • 
the least of it, unusual. He appears to possess a boundless admiration 
for the mill industry. He has assured this House, in spite of what may 
have been said by Members on the Benches opposite, that we are held by 
the people of India in great affection ; and then he tells us that he is- 
going to vote against the measure, which though admittedly, as he calls' 
it, a dole, at any rate does do something to help us in our present difficul-' 
ties. The fact is that whilst I was listening to Mr. Jamnadas Mehta I 
could not help thinking of the well-known words, “ It is all very well to 
dissemble your love, but why did you lack me downstairs ”. (Laughter.) 


Mr. President, I am afraid I cannot agree with Mr. Jamnadas and 
Mr. Neogy on the advisability of delaying this measure which is now. be¬ 
fore the House. On the contrary, the necessity of affording the mill 
industry of India any kind of help, however, inadequate, is an extremely 
urgent one, and the urgency lies in the present situation in China. The 
internal troubles over there which appear to have no end are of a two¬ 
fold danger. In the first place, the closing of the home market to then- 
products makes it necessary for the Chinese industry, working as it does 
under even worse and more unfair conditions than does Japan, to find 
a market ; and in searching for this market it is up against Japan, who 
in her turn has also to find an outlet for that part of her production which - 
the continent of China used to absorb. So that, we have not only China 
looking to India as an outlet for her surplus goods, but Japan doing the 
same. How what will be the result ? The result will be that in the 


immediate future, we shall suffer a dumping war between these two 
countries. That I think is a very sound reason for pleading urgency, 
for that war, which appears to be just beginning, is likely to develop to 
its fullest extent during the next couple of months. That is why we must 
have any measure of protection that we are going to have now. We 
cannot afford to wait until all these goods have b'een dumped on our 
shores. In such circumstances the question of the costs of production 
is a secon ary one, and we may find not only the medium counts of yarn 
from these countries attempting to oust the admittedly small percentage 
or 3 per cent, of our production which is in these Qualities but what is 
much more serious their lower counts driving out the °5 ner cent of 
our production rvhioh is now consumed by tile®CdlSllndSry to the 
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form of these lower counts. Now it is here that the duty of 1^ annas 
offered is of valu'e, amounting as it does to a protective duty of something 
like. 13 per cent, on coarse yarn. , This is.no bogey which I am putting 
before the House. . It is a very real danger. I am expecting at any time 
to hear that the namesakes of the firm,.of my Honourable friend’ Sir 
Alexander Murray will be dumping on this country not only yarn" but 
drills and my great fear today is not so much that this infinitesimal 
measure of protection will raise prices to the detriment of the handloom 
weaver or the consumer, but that it will fail to stem the wave of surplus 
goods seeking so urgently a‘ market from the Far East. Mr. President, 
I wish to assure Members opposite that we who are engaged in the power- 
driven industry have no desire of any sort to hurt much less to kill our 
brothers who work handlooms. If I thought that the proposed increased 
duty on 10 per cent, of their output would cripple their industry, which 
to my mind is just as much a national industry as ours is—if I thought 
that even under the least’ favourable conditions the burden of 12 lakhs 
on the 30 crores of. finished goods which they produce would really prove 
a severe handicap to them I would not press this measure as I am now 
doing. .It is because I do not believe that in practice the handloom 
industry will suffer any real detriment that I am so insistent. I honestly 
believe that. as regards the yarns mentioned, the dumping countries will 
’ lower their prices by the amount of the duty proposed, as they did when 
the excise duty was removed, so that the handloom workers will not have 
to pay more for their yarn than they are paying to-day. 

’ On the other hand; I am perfectly prepared to admit that we in the 
mill industry wifi therefore not benefit. (Hear, hear.) All we can say 
is that the Government will benefit to the extent of something like 12 
lakhs . at- the expense of the Japanese and Chinese exporters. Blit it is 
in hopes of keeping, out the coarse yarn which we are supplying to hand- 
looms to-day at a loss of 10 per cent., i.e., 10 per cent, below our cost of 
production, that I am so strongly opposing delay. I want the House to 
realise that, even as it is, this proposed duty may not be sufficient to 
safeguard the spinning side of our industry. The loss on this side may 
be so great that the mills will find they suffer less by closing down and 
importing yarn from abroad manufactured partly from Chinese cotton 
and partly from American cotton and use this yarn to keep their looms 
busy, at the same time -selling the cotton which they have got in stock, 
which they can do - at a profit. 

Now, Sir, if this deplorable state of affairs comes to pass,-what' would 
be the position 1 We shall have the handloom industry and the power- 
loom industry competing for this foreign yarn. And the mill industry, 
with its representatives in China and Japan, is likely to buy largely and 
so put tip the price of this yarn against the small handloom buyers. 

\ ’ • • * ‘ i • - - 

: • Will that.be to their advantage in their competition with our mill- 

made cloth ? , I say with the greatest confidence that they will suiter a 
great deal more than if, as at present,* they are drawing their-supplies from 
our spinning mills, spinning largely indigenous cotton at a price yhich 
is below the cost of production. - • 

Think, too, of the position of the workers who will be displaced from 
the spinning frames. It is all right to say that they can go back to their 
homes upcountry, but those who understand these matters assure me that. 
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as regards at least 50 per cent, of the workers in Bombay, their poor little 
agricultural holdings cannot keep more than one member of their family, 
and the others can only be made welcome if they bring back in their 
pockets the money that they have earned at the Bombay mills. ■ 

• . , ■ What, then; is going to be the plight of these unfortunate men ? And, 
Sir, remember that I am only now speaking of one section of our industry, 
the one whose existence is sought to be safeguarded by this Bill, and that 
the position of the other side, the weaving side, is by, no means a rosy one. 

Now, before going back to the main lines of my argument, I want 
to refer to one or two points which were made by my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Neogy, in his speech. Mr. Neogy says, “ Why not have an inquiry 
into the handloom industry now as to the effect of this proposed duty ? ” 
I should have thought, Sir, the reason was obvious. The information 
which we want is, “ What harm is this duty doing to the handloom 
industry ; what are the practical effects of this duty ? ” What we want 
are facts, and not mere opinions, and you cannot get those facts until 
you put this measure into force, and indeed, it may take a very long time, 
even when these facts exist, before the necessary information can, be 
collected, when we consider the very wide ramifications of the handloom 
industry/ and, when we realize that it took six months to inquire' in a 
fairly cursory manner into the affairs of the concentrated ' power-loom 
industry. 

. Now > .Mr. Neogy was to my mind rather unfair on another point in 
his suspicions of the Government, when he asked why counts of 31s. and 
40s. Were chosen for special reasons. I will later on show how I think 
the influence of Lancashire has shaped the general tariff policy of the 
Government. But as far as these counts are concerned, I frankly think 
. r. Neogy has been barking up the wrong tree. Lancashire has to pay 

just as much duty as Japan has on these counts, and Lancashire has 
not. , 


., . N. 9* Neogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan -Rural] 
it is retaliation. 


But 


, fk V J c ^ or . Sessoon : I beg your pardon.- The advantage that Japan 
has is unfair labour conditions. . . 

al10l5ier , °I tlie pomts that Mr. Neogy emphasised, and which 
tion nf appealed to the House, as it did appeal to me, was the ques- 
Currimhiov % * u , p P lied ^ 0 o tlie “ill industry. Now I know the firm of 
uersm" l V B '? r ‘? h,ln andSons ver 7 well and have the advantage of a 
bho * Those” S*?? °V 1 ! 1 ^ head of the'firm, Siij Fazulblioy Currim- 
musY hiw flit f J[ h T /n m + ! CTS - of thls House wll ° know Sir Pazulbhoy 

if economy necessitates such action Now ° tw b . ougllt ^r import, 

thing to saying that he has refused to buv th P ’A 18 r ^ ry different 

usea to buy the .cheaper Indian coal and 
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preferred io buy at a higher price. I am quite sure that if he is going 
to pay more fpr that Natal coal actually per ton of the Indian coal, it 
must be because the calorific value of that Natal coal is much higher ; 
it has more heating properties, and is therefore actually, in work, 
cheaper than the other : and the mill industry of Bombay is not in such 
a state that it can afford not to buy in the cheapest market. We have 
to economise all our .resources, and I do not think that Sir Fazulbhoy 
can be blamed for buying in the cheapest market. But at any rate I have 
now received a second telegram from Sir Fazulbhoy, and it says that he 
is prepared not to exercise his option to take Natal coal, although it is more 
economical. I hope, Sir, that on the other hand my friend from Bengal 
will use his influence with the Bengal producers—I think we have one here 
.(Laughter) : May I appeal to the Honourable Sir Alexander Murray that 
he will see that the actual price of Bengal coal of equal calorific value is 
,at any rate no higher than what Messrs. Currimbhoy Ebrahim would have 
to pay for their Natal coal ? Sir, I have been asked to say that this would 
depend to a large extent on the question of freight. (Hear, hear.) I would 
appeal to Sir George Rainy to reduce the freight on coal from Calcutta, 
especially as I have a recollection that if he will look through his riles, he 
will find that the Millowners’ Association have lately been making repre¬ 
sentations to this very effect. As a matter of fact the question of coal 
for our industry is not as large a one as people might think, due to the 
fact that out of 83 mills, 72 are now operating by electricity which we get 
from the Hydro-Electric Works, and of the balance, five or six are now 
applying to get electric power ; so I am afraid that my Bengal friends 
must not look to the Bombay mill industry as an outlet for very much 
of their coal'. 

Now, one last word and I shall have done with Mr. Neogy. He, and 
1 think another Member, was afraid of retaliation from the Japanese. 
I for one do not complain of any action which may have been taken by 
our Japanese competitors. Their industry lias to live just as much as 
ours has, and their industry at the present time is in an even more diffi¬ 
cult position than ours is, because their industry already supplies all the 
textile needs to their own people and therefore they have to look for an 
outside market. We are in a position of not even being able to supply 
all the needs of our home people. Now, -whatever may be thought of the 
Jafianese nation. J think it will be admitted that they are a very ciever 
commercial nation, and I think I can assure Mr. Neogy with no inside 
knowledge or any special knowledge, that the Japanese nation buys our 
pig-iron, for instance,—he mentioned pig-iron—not because she has any 
special feelings of brotherly love or affection for India, but because pig- 
iron is a' very necessary raw material which she needs and it is cheaper 
from India than it is from America or any other country. I shall, however, 
tell Mr. Neogy that Japan is at the present minute developing the pro¬ 
duction of her pig-iron and I have no reason to doubt that when she has 
a sufficient output of pig-iron from Korea to satisfy her own needs, thers 
will be a duty on not only our pig-iron but on all foreign pig-iron, whether 
you pass this Bill or you do not. And the same applies to the other main 
exports of this country .to Japan, for instance, cqtton. Is Japan going 
to put a duty on all cotton ? The House must remember that as under 
the treaty we are debarred from singling out Japan, similarly Japan is 
also debarred from singling us out. To carry into effect the point 
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mentioned by Mr. Neogy, Japan must put a duty on all pig-iron, on all 
cotton and on jnte products and if she does so, I think that "will be a case of 
cutting .her nose to spite her face ; and therefore I do not think we nee 
have any fear of any retaliation on that score. Now, I have done wi >i 
Mr. Neogy. 


I am not able to deal with the remarks that have been made by Some 
speakers, because on this side of the House owing to the ae eons tic s I am 
afraid we lost the advantage of appreciating what the eloquence of Mr. 
Duraiswamy Aiyangar, for instance, was about ; so I must leave that to 
another speaker. But I did hear, I think, that a handloom weaver only 
made three annas a day. If I did, surely that cannot be the normal wage of 
a handloom weaver all over India ; otherwise I may find my friend Mr. 
Joshi, and probably even Mr. Chaman Ball, asking me to try and get a 
loan from the Government to increase our industry, so as to' be able to 
employ all these poor handloom weavers. For, at the present moment, if 
what we are told is right, it must really be a sweated industry. Even 
the very poorest wages paid in India—and these wages I may say are a 
great deal lower than what we pay in Bombay. Let me take the wages 
in Pondicherry, where, I find, that they pay their hands anything from 
50 per cent, (higher rate) down to 33 per cent, of what we do in Bombay. 
Madura pays anything from 75 to 44 per cent, of what we do in Bombay. 
And yet, even (hose miserable wages will be better than the three annas a 
day which we are now told is all that the handloom industry is paying. 
Sir, if that is true. 


Mr. B. Das : What about the cost of living in Pondicherry 1 

Sir Victor Sassoon : I do not care how low the local cost of living is. 
The real wages of those unfortunate people must be better than those of 
anybody earning only three annas. And if this is really the case, the great 
problem before this House is what to do to alter the situation that allows 
anybody in this country to only earn three annas a day, and before trying 
to attack an industry or particular part of the industry, like Bombay, 
which does pay an average of Rs. 30 per month to its workmen, it seems 
to me that there is a large beam to he taken out of somebody else’s eye. 


Mr. G Duraiswamy Aiyangar : You shift your mills outside Bombay. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : Now, Sir, I would like to deal with one or two 
other speakers. We are very much interested in the remarks made by 
Alexander and 1 am sure we all hope he is right and that world con- 
cfitions will change and that prosperity will'come to this country. I have 
not been in this country as long as he has, hut I know that for the last 
fiiree years we have had fairly good monsoons, and I have always been told 
tnat^ things were going to be better, and they have not been. And as 
my informants have all been in this country for something like SO years 
I cannot feel, even after hearing Mr. Alexander’s remarks, as optimistic 
ns I might be. Mr Alexander made an assumption, which, I am afraid, 

1 *“ *£ CO r l r f lC ^ T uraed that all the mills bought 

n > ear s stock of cotton, I take it, at the beginning of the vear Of course 

those -mills which bought their year’s supplv of cotton in the hpfnnnine 
of this year, when cotton w„s down, trill£aferall°’ITS matja15TS 
year ; but that, by no means, is the general state of affairs and the House 
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•will soon realise that if you buy a year’s supply of cotton you are gambling 
in cotton,, because what would have been your position two years ago when 
the cotton market slumped. You would have got dear cotton on your 
hands and would not" have been in a position to compete with mills which 
had not stocked their cotton' and therefore were enabled to buy cheaper 
raw material.. As a matter of fact, it is generally considered undesirable 
for a mill to speeulal e in cotton. It does so in this .country to some extent ; 
it has to ; but on general principles, I do not think that you could count 
.a speculative profit as a legitimate trade profit, because it might as easily 
have been a speculative loss. 

Mr. Chaman Lall—I regret he is not in the House just now—has 
made certain charges against the mill industry, which I feel bound to refer 
to, although it may mean that I am talcing more time than I had intended. 
He made a general statement that no efforts to increase the efficiency 
of the millhunds had been made by the millowners. It is true that he 
practically conlradicted that same statement, because a little later on he 
admitted that in my oavh group of mills there had been a strike because 
we had tried to increase the efficiency of the millkands and they did nut 
want to have their' efficiency increased. In that connection Mr. Chaman 
Lall says that we did not give them the necessary labour-saving devices. 
I can assure the House that in my group of mills they have .just as good 
labour-saving devices as they would have in Lancashire or Japan or any¬ 
where else. We naturally gave our men everything that they needed to 
enable them to look after 3 or 4 looms. We naturally, instead of letting 
them go and. supply themselves with weft, have supplied them with 
facilities for it being fetched for them. The accusation is frankly in¬ 
accurate. We are trying our best to increase efficiency because it will 
not only increase the wage of the millhand but will enable us to reduce 
our cost of production which at the present minute means not that we 
are going to make a bigger profit hut that we are going to make a smaller 
Joss during the very critical period which we are now going through. 
Mr. Chaman Lall also says that millowners have approved of, bribes being 
taken by jobbers. I can only speak for our own mills. I can only speak 
about w r bat I know and we have done everything we can to stop these 
jobbers taking bribes. Our difficulty has been that not even one man 
has ever told ns that he was asked for bribes. It was only when we 
dismissed a jobber as we did for something quite different, and after the 
men threatened to go on strike if he were dismissed, that we found out 
after he had gone that they were very glad that he had gone because he 
had been taking bribes from them. But they were frightened to tell 
us before so as to enable us to get rid of this obvious injustice. Mr. Chaman 
Lall then referred to the,profits of the millowners. He has an extra¬ 
ordinary method of- calculating profits. He apparently thinks that if you 
take the profits for a period of years—it may he 5, 10 or Id years—and if 
it comes to over 100 per cent., then capital is not entitled to anything 
more. He apparently follows the tenets of my Mussalman friends who 
object to any interest being earned on money. He is entitled to his own 
point of view, hut this is not the usual commercial point of view. When 
you want to know what profit' an industry has made, you naturally divide 
the profit by the number of years and so get the figure of the yearly 
profit. Although Mr. Chaman Lall may he entirely right when he 
mentions that there was something like 37d per. cent, profit for a term 


4100 


' ' LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[7th Sept. 1927: 


[Sir Victor Sassoon.] i : 

of years, I am equally right when I say that the average yearly profit 
for 10 years including the boom years, is only 71 per cent., taking into 
.account the amount' required for depreciation. Now, as the Tariff 
' Board themselves admit, 8 per cent, is a fair return. The consumer, if 
I may use a slang expression, has nothing to kick about ? Whatever 
we have taken away from the consumer in the boom years we have 
given back to him since. So he really owes us £ per cent, per annum. 

I take it that this small measure is supposed to represent that 1 per 
cent, average for 10 years which we have not yet got out of the con- „ 
sumer. 


Now, Sir, 1 should like to deal if I may with my friend the Honour¬ 
able Member in charge of this Bill and here I am in somewhat the same 
position as my friend Mr. Jamnadas Mehta because, although I am 
•supporting the Bill, I am going to attack my Honourable friend. My 
Honourable friend objects to the word “ protect ” and prefers the word 
■** safeguard ”, the word which we altered in the Preamble of the Bill 
in the Select Committee. Personally I do not care which word he uses 
as long as it carries out the dictionary meaning of the word. What 
I say is this : whatever words you may be using, this Bill is not going either 
to protect or safeguard the industry if in spite of it the yarn industry 
cannot live. Can you' say that you safeguard an industry if that industry 
dies ? Some of the remarks of my Honourable friend were extremely 
interesting. I was reading over his speech when he moved the reference 
of this Bill to a Select Committee and I noticed with peculiar interest a 
remark of his that an Indian cotton manufacturer was entitled to come 
to the Indian Legislature and say : “ If I am to be subjected to a restric¬ 
tion from which my rivals from other countries are free, then I ought to 
be compensated in some way, because these restrictions raise my cost of 
production.” The Honourable the Commerce Member added that it was 
a perfectly tenable line of argument ”. So, I take it that my Honour¬ 
able friend is in agreement with his own statement. (Laughter.) 

Now, Sir, the exports of our mill products to the Levant and East 
Africa have increased during the last year which I see is looked on with 
approval by certain trade journals. The reason why these exports have 
increased was that most of us decided that we must try and get back our 
lost markets ana therefore we sold our products at any price irrespective 
of the fact whether that price showed a profit or a loss. As a matter of 
fact, the prices .at which these goods were sold have, sfiown a loss. I may 
here point out to the Honourable the Commerce Member that the exchange 
policy of his colleague the Honourable the Finance Member is responsible 
for the fact that the manufacturers in this country have found themselves 
at a disadvantage as compared with their competitors in other countries. 
(Hear, hear.) 


f n °w take up what my Honourable friend terms “ a perfectly tenable 
lme of argument ”, and ask him whether this action has not raised our cost 
°l P rf ' r *? ctlon m terms of foreign currencies resulting therefore in a form 
un i a,T .competition and whether adequate relief should not be afforded 
us urtlwr the Commerce Member has stated that this duty has been 

th i° Unfair . competition of Ja Pau, but it'is no secret 
he Japanese themselves consider that they are seriously handicapped 
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by the even more unfair competition that takes place in China. When I. 
was there the mills were working two shifts of 12 hours each with half a 
day off every other week, and I have seen with my own eyes children of 
8, 9 and 10 v ears working at ring frames without any pay as a favour 
to their parents. It sounds rather ridiculous, but the pai*ents say that 
they want their children to work even without pay because after they have 
worked for a short time and learnt their business, they could then go to 
earn their livelihood. 

Now, Sir, what adequate relief has the Honourable the Commerce 
Member offered to us. He has pointed out that there is no treaty with 
China such as we have with Japan, so he can put a special import duty 

on Chinese goods. He must know the conditions of work in China and 

yet there is no suggestion in his speech that he is going to investigate these 
points at once and give us any relief for them. He merely says that if? 
when the Japanese have carried out the terms of the Washington Conven¬ 
tion, it is found that we are suffering from the imports of yarn from 
China, then the present duty will remain on. But it ought to be clear on 

his own showing that we should get additional relief from China. I 

consider this a very unsatisfactory statement on the part of the Commerce 
Member and I consider as much as my Honourable friend Mr. Jamnadas 
Mehta or anybody else in this House that the mill industry is being 
scurvily treated by the Government. 

Mr. President, if this had been Japan, if Japan had been in the posi¬ 
tion that we are an to-day, it is easy to imagine what steps would have been 
taken to mend matters. I have here a bulletin from the Japanese Financial 
and Economic Monthly. I do not propose to follow in the footsteps of 
my friend Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar and read it all. 

Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : You cannot afford to read the whole 
of it. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : I would merely point out that the Japanese 
Government has laid down that in protecting industries half-hearted 
measures would do no good. If this were Japan I can see the Goveim- 
ment in these conditions putting a penalising protective duty on high 
counts of yarn and cloth. I can also see the natural corollary that our 
mills will then turn to making yarn of higher counts and that our hand- 
looms with adequate protection would buy this yarn and turn it into a 
high grade cloth instead of weaving the low grade cloth they do now— 
thus relieving the pressure on the mills in their output of low class 
cloth : then the whole industry would benefit, although admittedly this 
would be at the expense not only of Japan but also of Lancashire, but 
I suppose, no such heresy will ever be tolerated by the Government of 
this country. 

So. as we have not got the benefit in this country of a Government, 
like the Japanese Government and as we are poor beggars, we have to 
take whatever is offered to us. I know some of my friends opposite 
•want me to join them in a heroic gesture. They want me to say, “ We 
wanted bread, you throw us a crust ; we east it hack in your face ”. 
But that is all very well for the politician. (Laughter.) We have to 
live on that crust, and if it prolongs our existence by even one hour, 
we cannot afford to be proud and spurn it. 
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The position is that the mill industry is, like a poor wounded man 
lying in the road. Mr. Jamnadas Mehta says, “This man needs an 
ambulance ”. Mr. Jamnadas is entirely right.. He does need an ambu¬ 
lance to take him to the hospital, but all that is offered, to him is a broken 
crutch. He caniiot go far or fast on this crutch, but he takes hold off 
it and stumbles towards the town in the hope that somebody will help 
him on the road. But Mr. Jamnadas says he should not take the crutch 
but remain lying on the road while he apprises the municipal authorities. 
Unfortunately, Mr. Jamnadas cannot guarantee to us that we will, ever 
get this ambulance or I would certainly join him'. (An Honourable 
Member : “ It might be the funeral ”.) 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta'(Bombay . City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
If you work with me you will get it. 


Sir Victor Sassoon : I say on the floor of this House that unless 
there is a change in world conditions, this protection which is offered us. 
is not enough. I tell the'Government that it is taking a very serious 
risk. I tell the Government that it is taking the risk of receiving the 
congratulations of our foreign competitors for having so successfully 
crippled, if not killed, the second largest industry in this country. 

And so, I appeal to Mr. Neogy not to press his amendment, because, 
I know that the last thing in the mind of Mr. Neogy and his' friends is 
to do anything to wreck the Indian industry for the benefit of foreign 
competitors. (An Honourable Member : “ Not yet know that.. 

But I must warn Mr. Neogy and his friends that if he persists 
in bis amendment and if he carries it, it means the dropping of this Bill : 
it means that the Government will have the right to say to him after¬ 
wards, if anything untoward happens to our industry, ‘ * Whatever 
the defects of our Bill it did afford protection to the coarse yam manu¬ 
facture of the country, and by rejecting this Bill, .you have given India’s 
foreign competitors the opportunity of attacking-this vital spot, and 
had this not happened, the industry might have carried on ? ” It is- 
because I know that the bulk of the Members of. this House have no anta¬ 
gonism.to the mill industry, Avhich does not only consist of a .few' millowners,. 
not. only consist of a few thousand shareholders, but consists of a popu¬ 
lation of mill agents, shareholders, and working people, and know that 
everything that hurts us, (the masters) is not going to be borne bv us 
alone, hut is also going to' be borne by the work people, I feel that I shall 
not have made my appeal in vain. ... 


t + blr. T. C. Goswami (Calcutta Suburbs : ■ Non-Muhammadan Urban) ~ 
ake it, Mi*. President, that the HonourableBaronetwlio has just spoken 
attaches a particularly ‘ ‘ high calorific value ’ ’ to any crumbs that may be 
thrown by the Honourable gentleman opposite me, and possibly, he thinks 
n . abroken crutch supplied by the Government of India ', to a 
crippled industry possesses great “ calorific value : 

An Honourable Member : No, none at all. ’ , .: 

mcndiSancv to ^h^W 1—7’ l^ink he and his'friends have'carried 
ndjcnne> to the last limit. Having themselves admitted tint the 
measure of protection offered in this Bill is aamlttecl t “ at T11 f 

understand vliv „ Tais J3U1 ls a veT Y meagre one, I cannot 

understand why the> are prepared to accept, with gratitude, the modicum 
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of mock sympathy which has been exhibited on the other side of the House. 
( Sir Vidor Sassoon : " Not with gratitude ”•) _ Since the time of Newton, 
and what could never have been intelligible to him, a new calculus, it seefna, 
has been invented, by which the same set of figures can be juggled so as 
to produce any kind of inference. (Lieid--Colonel H. A. J. Sidney : 
“ Differential Calculus ”.) For instance, my Honourable fnena 
Mr. Chetty, this morning, worked out figures'—and he is always strong in 
facts and figures—and he tried to pi’ove tc> us that the effect of this Bill 
would be' to hit the handloom weavers to a very small extent only. I 
noticed one device. He is a great statistician, I am not. He will pardon 
me if I am slightly sarcastic. He employed a method which I have seen 
in shops like Whiteaway Laidlaw when they have a ‘ ‘ sale ’ ’ on. "When 
they want you to buy a pair of socks for R-S- 4, they generally put it down 
at Rs. 3-15-0, so that when you look at it at first, you feel that, you are 
paying only Rs. 3 and something. Similarly, Mr. Chetty compared the 
6 million handloom spinners and weavers to the 4 or 5 lakhs of workmen 
employed by the mill industry. I observed the juxtaposition of the two 
figures 5 and 6, but one was in terms of lakhs and the other in terms of 
mill ions. Even if we are to accept the figures of the Honourable Mr. Chetty 
that only 8 per cent.—I believe that was his figure—of the handloom 
industry would be affected by this Bill, 1 think it does not require a 
great mathematician to find out that even 8 per cent, of 6 millions works 
out to a higher figure than the percentage of the 4 or 5 lakhs of people 
who arc employed in the mill industry, who, on the computation of the 
millowners themselves, would suffer if this Bill be rejected. Sir Victor 
Sassoon said that, if Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar’s figures were correct, 
namely, that some of the people in the hafidloom industry get only three 
annas a day, then it was time that Sir Victor Sassoon and his friends should 
get them employed in his own mills. Well, Sir, I would invite the mill- 
owners of Bombay, or anywhere else in the world, to employ the six 
million handloom weavers in India. He might have made a debating 
point, and I don’t grudge him that. But can he employ this large 
mass of the population of India who are engaged in the handloom industry 
and pay them at the rate of Rs. 30 a month ? Besides, Sir, figures are 
elusive. I do not, first of all, accept that in most places, the handloom 
people get only 3 annas a day. That is a figure which I am not prepared 
to accept. But I will accept this, that if their wages, their earnings, are 
very low, they have other advantages while they live in the milages. There 
is, for instance, always a little land attached to their handloom industry. 

Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : I would ask my friend to divide 
the production—over 30 erores are said to he the production—by the 6 
million who work, and you will then get the figure. 

Mx. T. C. Goswami : I do not think that sort of average appeals to 
me at all ; it is fallacious ; because, there are many people who may be 
getting only a very small wage in the handloom industry, but who may he 
occupied in other industries. I am not going into the mathematics of that. 
But I submit that their earnings from the handloom industry do nob repre¬ 
sent their total earnings. And when we calculate “ real wages ” we have 
to calculate the other advantages that are derived from their living in their 
villages. I hope, I need not pursue that further. 

I think the Honourable Baronet is very wise in not calling this mill 
industry a national industry. That was the great mistake which was made 
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by my Honourable friend, Mr. Fazal Rahimtulla. Because, what do we 
find here in India ? We find here, as in .every country, that these vested 
interests are the allies of the powers that be for the time being, and the 
powers that be to-day are powers which are not only not national but defi¬ 
nitely anti-national. Sir, to think of the mill industry as a national 
industry, I have to forget that history of repression of strikes by means 
of fire-arms, that history which has been written in letters 'of the blood 
of my countrymen by the class of gentlemen who sit on those benches 
there (pointing to the Treasury Benches), the Collectors and Magistrates 
of districts. 


Then, as regards Japan, the Honourable Baronet told us that Japan 
cannot under the Treaty erect a tariff -wall against India. I find in the 
Bill presented by the Honourable Sir George Rainy that he has hardly 
been able to avoid mentioning Japan prominently even in his statement 
of Objects and Reasons attached to the Bill.- This Bill is obviously intend¬ 
ed to hit Japan ; and may not Japan retaliate ? The pivot of this Bill 
is—I would like to emphasise this point though it has been brought out 
already—the pivot of this Bill is to be found in clertain figures given in 
the Report of the Tariff Board at page 19. There it is shown that 
Japanese yarn has been coming into this' country in increasingly larger 
quantities, whereas Lancashire has been able more or less to maintain its 
export to India of piecegoods. It would be idle for any side of this House 
to pretend that this Bill is not aimed at Japan. I have no particular love 
for Japan, but I think every Indian patriot ought to realise that the 
history of India, in the future may not entirely be determined by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India Act, and that even in the near future we might be at a 
disadvantage if we alienate the sympathies of a great Asiatic power like 
Japan. Further, Sir, a Bill which deliberately aims at crippling Japan 
and upholding Lancashire, is and must be, an object of abomination to 
every patriotic Indian. And why ? Because our political dependence is 
bound up with our economic dependence,—the big battalions of the foreign 
powers here are maintained for the purpose of keeping England’s eco¬ 
nomic hold on this country. That is a fact which no Indian patriot can 
afford to forget. - , ■ -.' 


And, Sir, I appeal even to the milloAvners of Bombay, to reject what 
I have called this modicum of mock sympathy and to take a truly national 
view of this matter. There was a. time, not very many years ago, when I 
lelt proud to walk the streets of Bombay. There was a time, not many years 
ago, when the names of some of the Captains -of industry in Bombay were 
names that were hallowed in 'every household in India. There was a time— 
when I for the first time visited Bombay—I was filled with pride-'to dis- 
. contrast between Bombay and Calcutta, to discover.- that in 
Bombay it was^not the sola ioped but the pugrce. and the native cap—I 
use the word native ' deliberately-—which predominated. I - tell you 
iranbly I telt that. Then it came to me as a. great surprise 3 or'4 years 
ago that these great captains of industry of whom we had thought so much, 
ad so utterly mismanaged their business that Bombay was in danger of 
c ° Ila Pse- Sir, we. who come from the paddy fields of Bengal, 

bcen maT J 1 i° f *5* crore f fUld millions that were supposed to have 
n made and lost- by the people of Bombay. Now, we fin'd that the mill 
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industry, that great mill industry of Bombay, lias come with its pegging 
bowl for a few lakhs of rupees. I do not say this in any spirit of provincial 
jealousy. Far from it, I say tliis from my heart, and I feel it very strongly, 
that my countrymen have mismanaged their business. As on their own 
admission this Bill does not give anything like adequate protection to the 
mill industry in Bombay, it is only consistent with self-respect, it is only 
consistent with a national attitude, that they should reject this offer. 

, I have very little more to say except this. I do not wish in the course 
of my speech to raise a point of order. But, Mr. President, you will 
remember that a few years ago, in 1924, a question was raised whether 
those Honourable Members who are directly interested in the vote of the 
House should be allowed to vote one way or the other,—a question which 
I shall not discuss beyond just mentioning to you. Probably the matter 
will receive your consideration. 

(Several Honourable Members moved that the question be put.) 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : 
Mon-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, my only excuse for asking the indulgence 
of the House at this late hour is the great importance of the problem with 
Which we are dealing. I do not think I need say anything to express my 
full and deep sympathy with the handlooin weaver. I have the proud 
privilege of being able to say that to the best of my belief, excepting 
the socks, there is not even one inch of the clothing on my body which has 
not been made out of handspun yarn and handwoven cloth. I do not 
make any difference between Japanese yarn and English yarn, or any 
other outside yarn. To me the yarn that is not of India is foreign yarn, 
and even there I prefer handspun yarn and cloth to mill yam and cloth. 
At the same time, I must'say that the mill industry also has my full 
sympathy. I think my Honourable friend, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, did 
extremely well when he pointed out the great service that the cotton mill 
industry has done to India. What would have been the position of India 
if the mill industry had not developed to the extent it has developed, and 
if it was not supplying about 40 per cent, of the cloth that we use ? There¬ 
fore, we have to look at both the mill industry and the handloom industry 
as national industries, and we have to extend our sympathy and support 
to both. I do not wish the mill industry to be benefited or helped at the 
expense of the handloom industry. But I wish to see what the danger 
at present is which is facing the cotton mill industry. And here I would 
ask my Honourable friends who are interested in India’s welfare to look 
at the question from the national point of view. To me the question at this 
moment, is not the acts of omission and commission of the mill industry, 
nor the mistakes of some millowners. If they committed these, I do not 
apologise for them. I regret their mistakes. If they have not improved 
the conditions of the working of the mills to the extent that we .desire, 2 
regret it, and I join with my Honourable friends who have spoken on the 
subject in appealing to them to make those conditions as good as those 
existing in any other part of the world. This is not the time to discuss 
the shortcomings of our brethren who are engaged in this national industry. 
I am grieved to find an attitude of hostility against the millowners of 
Bombay and of other places. I have been grieved to hear remarks made 
against them in a spirit which would lead one to think that the millowners 
stood _ by themselves on one side and the workers and others on the 
opposite side. The millowners too are our own brethren, as patriotic and 
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as much interested in the welfare of the country as any of us, and those 
of them that are not, will not be converted to our view if we go on 
abusing them and regarding them as opponents of the general welfare 
of the community. We have to think of the problem before us as one 
that concerns the whole country. The millowners as well as the mill hands 
are our brethren, and we have to see what service both can render to the 
country in developing this national industry and shutting out foreign 
manufactures. We have to look at the question in that light. As regards 
the question of protection which is now before us the point is 
whether the mill industry has been hit hard by foreign competition. Every¬ 
body has admitted that the mill industry has not worked under ideal 
conditions. This may be a legitimate point of complaint. We have to 
tell our friends the millowners of what more they have to do. I have no 
quarrel with anyone on that point. But that should not he the deci ding 
factor in determining the course of action which we are to follow to-day. I 
submit, Sir, the question before ns is whether this national industry does 
stand in need of help, whether it is being hit hard by foreign competition. 
We have the figures given by the Tariff Board and these have been cited 
by many people. Japan has been sending us over 20 million pounds of 
yarn-dor many years. And China which sent us only 4,000 pounds, a year 
ago, is now sending more than 2 millions of pounds of yarn. These are 
the facts that stare us in the face. Is it for the good of India that so 
much foreign yarn should come into this country ? I consider it a matter 
of deep shame for the Government of India and the people of India that 
India which grows so much of cotton should allow any of its cotton to be 
exported to Japan and not change it into yam and cloth. Bearing that 
in mind, our determination should be to wipe off this shame. I have 
nothing to say against our Japanese friends. I honour them for their 
patriotism. I honour them for having developed this cotton industry as 
thej’- have developed it. I wish tbem all prosperity and greater power. 
But we have to learn a lesson from them. That lesson is that the Govern¬ 
ment in charge of the country should unite with the people in giving real 
protection to the industries of the country and in building them up as 
Japan has done during the last thirty years. Japan takes cotton from 
ncua so many thousands of miles away and brings it back to India, spun 
and woven, and dumps the Indian market with it at a cost below that 
at which the Indian manufacturer is able to spin yarn. It has done so 
ecause of the help which the Government of Japan have given and the 
tender care have they bestowed upon the development of the cotton 
nif us rj in Japan. That is what the Government of India have to do and 
u' ( ' JJT to con t«bute our share towards it. Our share towards it will 
th* %Ve sbo ^ d to pay the penalty for the crime of omission of 

«t?lwJ° f i ndl i and r of tIle People of India put together in not 
tt C <?T t0 v that T India grows, for allowing any part of this 
we We ? ndia to J , apan or China or anywhere else. That price 

We We t?u?v y ilJ'T; aUS i e f *5® mi11 industry is exposed to danger to-day. 
support which iU h rn£ enal<T ? y wceptmg even this miserable measure of 
nre P phced oi the India is extending to this industry. We 

the other the °?, a Sld& and tbe son to be hit on 

what Ls right foi l i. Perilous-position. India is unable to decide 
ght tor her people, not benig given the power by our English 
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fellow subjects who have come by Providence to rule over us of deciding 
what is good for us. We are here left at the mercy of an irresponsible 
Government,' which is neither responsible to this Assembly, nor responsi¬ 
ble to the people of India, nor it seems responsible to God himself. In 
the situation, that Government decides what it shall give to India. It 
has got many considerations underlying its decision. We the repre¬ 
sentatives of the people have not the power even to get the Government 
to accept the Report of the Tariff Board which the Government itself 
appointed. The Tariff Board recommended that both yarn and piece- 
goods should be taxed. The Government have picked up the one item 
of yarn and they present it to us and say “ You l ake this or perish ”. We 
are now in this unfortunate position. If we say “ We will not have it, 
you take it back ”, then the xesult of it vonld lie not merely-the loss of 
124 lakhs to Bombay. 1 am not concerned at this moment with the small 
gain to Bombay, but I am concerned with this—that you are allowing the 
Chinese and the Japanese a great opportunity to send more and more 
yarn into this country and making it more difficult for the mill industry 
to produce that yarn and compete with the foreign manufacturer. That 
is the situation which confronts us. No doubt the handloom industry runs 
the risk of being hurt. I am deeply sorry that it is so, but let us take 
courage in both our hands and face the situation. If we have not the 
power to compel Government to put on an import duty on piecegoods, 
let us not reject the Bill before us. Bet us accept it, knowing that it will 
hurt our fellowmen, the handloom weavers, to some extent. Why do I 
say this ? I say it in the same spirit in which we decided to use Swadeshi 
cloth. In the Congress of 1906 which was presided over by that Grand 
Old Man of India, Dadablioy Naoroji, those who belonged to the two 
camps as they were then called, the moderates and the extremists, passed 
a Resolution that we should use Swadeshi cloth even at a sacrifice. My 
friend Lala Lajpat Rai was one of those who settled this matter with other 
friends, and from that time forward we have considered, it a religious 
duty to our country that we should use Swadeshi cloth even at a saei ifice. 
I say “ Bet us at this juncture help the mill industry even at a sacrifice 
to some extent, of the interests of the handloom weavers ”. Bet ns unite 
.and combine all our forces 1o force the Government to do what is right 
and just, namely, to put on an import duty, an additional import duty, on 
cotton piecegoods. But let us accept the Bill. When I ask my friends 
to do so, I do so with the consciousness that there will be some loss to the 
haudloom weaver. I submit we should bear that loss. We should 'also 
remember that we do not want any cloth of foreign yarn to be manufac¬ 
tured in our country. I -wish our handloom weavers to use more and more 
hand-spun yarn or if they cannot do so to use country-made yarn. I wish 
1o discard the use of foreign yarn and foreign cloth, not that I have the 
smallest feeling of ill-will or any desire to hurt our fellowmen outside 
India. I honour them and love them as fellowmen. All that I wish to 
do is what they do in their own country. My Honourable friend Sir 
Victor Sassoon was perfectly right when he said that when the Japanese 
find that they are able to produce their own pig-iron, they will not 
hesitate to put on a duty on the foreign imports of that commodity. They 
have done so in the cases of other arlicles, and T expect them to do the 
same in the case of pig-iron if it becomes necessary for them 1o do so. 
We have to do the same here to-dav. -We have to shut out foreign yarn 
because’it is a great threat to the Indian mill industrv. We ’ use 



4108 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[7th Sept. 1927* 


[Pandit Madan Molian Malaviya.] 


all the weapons we have, even if we have to pay a somewhat heavy price 
for some of them. I appeal to all my friends on this side to look at [he 
question in that point of view. T am pained that we should be in this 
position of helplessness before the Government. But I submit, let us not; 
because we feel the pain of it, because we feel the humiliation of it, 
because we feel the helplessness of it—let us not throw away this limited 
help that is coming to the Bomba 3 >- industry. As I have said before, it is 
not the 121 lakhs which count with me. They do not weigh at all in the 
balance. What weighs with me is not the gain of the Bovnbay mill 
industry to that small extent, but the danger we are-exposed to of Japanese 
and Chinese manufacturers dumping their yarn in this country. Tjiey 
are in a position perhaps to reduce the cost price even further, and they 
may do so. Already you have heard that yarn of coarser kinds is coming 
from China. If they can send in more and more yarn and make the life 
of your industry more miserable and uncertain, where shall wei be ? Yop 
must remember, as Mr. Jamnadas Mehta reminded us, that the cotton mill 
industry has grown up in India without any help from the Government of 
this country. It is a matter which cannot be disputed. It lias grown In 
spite of the handicap which the Government placed upon it in the shape pf 
the cotton excise duty. Now llie industry has been freed from that 
incubus and it is struggling against other heavy odds. Let us by all mpans 
point out all the reforms needed in the management of our mills. Let 
us fight our friends of the Bombay industry on that account. Let -us 
fight them in the interests of the labourei-s, the mill hands. Let us use all 


our strength to get them to do whatever justice demands. But let us be 
just. Let us study tlie conditions under which they are working ; and 
remember they are working for the nation, for the country ; that they are 
the servants of the motherland as much as we are. Let us see that we 
deal with them also justly. At the present moment the great danger is 
that if we do not put on this duty it will be easier for Japanese and Chinese 
merchants to dump their yarn in large quantities in our country. 
And when that has been done you will be .yielding to the temptation to 
use that foreign yarn because it is cheaper. You are thinking of the loss 
'O *‘ lc handloom weaver. Did you forget the higher cost, when you ' 
preached that hand-spun yarn should be used ? Do I not pay a higher 
price for cloth made of hand-spun, home-spun yarn than I would if I 
the foreign cloth ? But if there is a body of opinion which has 
deliberately decided to encourage hand-spun yarn and cloth, let that body 
oi opinion remember tlie situation,at this moment and decide tlie question 
rom the true national point of view. It is quite easy for any foreign 
manutaeturer to reduce bis price and thereby compete with our own pro¬ 
ducts. Will you yield to the temptation of the cheaper cost of cloth, or 
™ y°n "member that this is an insidious poison which will poison the 
odv_politic of industry in India ; and remembering that, look at the ques- 
co, rpel li-hf and decide, even though it be with pain, with keen 
\ ar ? nat ln a position to help the Bombay mill industry 
loom Inflow t ] 1< V , y ay would nol inflict injury on the liand- 

E , S-n^ m - flPeUl0 "T* 7 ™, Avi11 ’ iho ”Sh ™th very unwilling 
eountrv acrenf it . qci0URnpRS nf your duty to the mill industry and to the 

that weVnve not 'll m< ' aRlirp - acce P t A » sense of sorrow and of shame 
e June not Hie power to put. the right measure on the Statute-book, 
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and that we are compelled by the circumstances in which we are placed, 
to' accept this faulty and half-hearted measure. (Applause.) 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail¬ 
ways) : I should like at the outset of my speech, Mr. President, to clear 
away a small misunderstanding which occurred yesterday. More than 
one speaker was inclined to censure me somewhat severely under the 
belief that 1 had described the cotton mill industry as a national in¬ 
dustry, and implied that the handloom industry was not a national in¬ 
dustry. I was not conscious of any sense of guilt on the subject because 
I was pretty sure 1 had not used the words complained of. But 1 thought 
it better to await the reporter’s notes of my speech, and I have found 
that the phrase “ national industry ” does not occur anywhere in my 
speech. The phrase “ national interest ” does, and on each occasion 
in the same context, when 1 was urging upon the House that in the con¬ 
flict of interests whieh undoubtedly exists between the two industries 
it was in the national interest that in this case the interests of the 
cotton mills should be preferred. Obviously, unless I did hold that view, 
I could not have brought forward this Bill at all. 

It would clearly be impossible for me, Mr. President, after the 
mirrfber of most interesting and able speeches to which we have listened 
from', all sides of the House advocating many different points of view, 
to attempt anything like a complete survey of the debate. It will be 
necessary, therefore, for me to limit myself to the more important and 
ob'vious points with which I ought to deal. Indeed, quite naturally 
in! the circumstances, the debate has taken a somewhat discursive course, 
and at a good many points cotton yarn has not been the subject which 
has held the most prominent place in the minds of speakers or in the 
mind of this House.,. Bui I fhinlt the House will recognize that, if I 
were to deal with all the questions tliai have been raised, I am afraid 
before very long, Sir, you would be asking how much longer my speech, 
wa's going to go on. Mow my opponents, the supporters of the motion 
movbd by my friend Mr. Meogy, can be classified in three categories. 
There are those who genuinely apprehend that the consequences to the 
handloom industry may be very serious. There are those again who are 
-apprehensive as to the, consequences that the passage of, the Bill may 
enta'il iii the why o’f possible retaliatory action from another country. 
And there are those who will have nothing to do with the Bill because 
the Government of India ought to have done something else or something 
more. I will ti'y to say something about each class. I desire in anything 
I say to hpeak with great respect of those who have urged the claims of 
the Handloom industry, urged Ihejn with obvious sincerity and obviously 
under a deep impression of the injury which that industry might suffer 
if th'e Bill is p'assed. I believe myself after giving all the .attention 
I call to the subject that those apprehensions are exaggerated. But if 
they are not exaggerated, then all I can say is that far from it being 
a reasonable thing to condemn this Bill as doing nothing at all for, the 
mill industry, if. it is going to inflict very serious injury on the hand¬ 
loom weavers it must equally give very substantial assistance to the 
mill industry. Tha’f is in 1 lib' nature of the case. The only means by 
which this Additional duty can op’efafe is by raising the price of yarn, 
and to the extent that it raises the price, the mills will gain, and the 
handloom industry will suffer. That is unquestionable. But, as I have 
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already said, I have endeavoured to place clearly before the House the 
reasons which led the Government of India to think that only a com¬ 
paratively small quantity oi' the 3 'arn used by' the handloom weavers 
would be raised in price. I do not want once more to go over the ground 
which I have already traversed, and it is the more unnecessary'" to do so as 
my friend, Mr. Chet I y*, put the substance of my argument with admirable 
clearness and brevity. But I would like to deal with just one point in 
this connection. It has been suggested that if we ■ put on this 1-1 anna' 
duty on cotton yarn, wiiat is there to prevent—it is said—the millowners 
combining to put up prices against the handloom weaver ? ' Well, I think' 
the correct reply to that question is that there lias been nothing in the 
previous history of the mill industry' to suggest that such a combination 
is a probable development. Those who have studied attentively the 
Report of the Tariff Board will remember that on one point after another 
the Tariff Board drew attention to the necessity of greater combination 
amongst the millowners to protect their own interests, and pointed out 
how much they' might do by combination to make themselves more 
prosperous. These passages in the Tariff Board’s' ^Report quite 
clearly indicate that a combination on the part of the millowners to 
exploit the public or to exploit the handloom weaver is not, a .develop¬ 
ment about which we need have any' great apprehension. , Indeed I 
should feel more hopeful about the future of the industry if,I had more 
hope that the milloAvners might be able to combine.- - In moments of 


pessimism, I have sometimes been tempted to think that. the laudable 
pursuit of overawing the Governor General in Council is, almost the only, 
inducement strong enough to bring them together. May I express the 
hope that perhaps the practical experience of combination, they liaye 
had in recent months may' not he without a salutary' effect, and that we may 
in the future witness a closer combination of the millowners, ‘not for the 
purpose of exploiting llie public, and not for the purpose, of inflicting , 
an injury on the handloom weaver, but for tlio natural and proper ob- • 
yocts for which trade combinations exist-. I should like now, - Mr., 
President, to deal very' briefly' with the apprehensions-which, have been 
expressed by certain speakers as to the consequences which the passage ■ 
of this Bill might entail owing to action by' other countries. I should ~ 
like to deal with this very briefly, because it is not a matter about, which 
much can wisely' he said. Quilc clearly', when India - is claiming for 
herself the rights to administer her system of tariff duties having 
regard solely' to the interests of India, and irrespective of other in- - 
tercsts, then quite clearly we must expect that other countries also who 
are concerned will claim and will exercise-the same right. - Indeed to 
expect, anything else would he absurd. Therefore, if the Imperial- 
n "° vcrnm «itMs of opinion that, it is to-their national interest, 

.ii li -V. ? n , pi "" n ' on should be raised, I imagine that unquestion- 
fcl'T- T 11 *? 1ce actl0T1 accordingly. But. what I.am prepared to say 

is i nis, tnnl we have no reason whatever to believe at present that there 
J nice sure m contemplation which would amount to discrimination • 

Sothewhoi; an.** '1 «°" lcm P ] aled, that of course would - 

would In vo boon "the trade agreement, just as the same question 

nut forvv'ivd i.v -?.r‘ Sr 'xT^ a ^ Government of India accepted the,proposal 
put forward by Mr. Noyce for a differential duty against , Japan. But 
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we have at present no reason whatever to anticipate discriminatory 
action. We have seen a good deal in the newspapers which indicates 
that the pig-iron interests in Japan are agitating on the subject, just as 
the cotton mill interests of this country have been agitating here. What 
the result of that agitation may be, it is quite impossible for the Gov¬ 
ernment of India to forecast, but what I wish to bring out at this point 
is that, at present, the Government of India have no reason to anticipate 
any discriminatory action directed against India. I will now come to the 
third category of my Honourable opponents, that is to say, those who 
hold that they»will have nothing to do with the Bill, because the Gov¬ 
ernment of India have refused to do something else or something more. 
Now I have the greatest personal regard for all the Members who 
have taken this line, but will they forgive me if I say that I, 
cannot admire the method in which they conduct their thinking ? 
It is an 'attitude with which I find it entirely impossible to 
sympathise, although their heroism or romanticism may perhaps deserve 
a certain amount of admiration. But I could not help feeling some 
sympathy with my friend, Sir Victor Sassoon, when lie pointed out that 
it was all very well for those who were not directly interested to take a 
high line about these things and to say that unless one can get something 
really worth having, one will refuse to have anything at all. I would 
most seriously ask the House not to come to their decision on this question 
in a spirit of that kind, because I do very deeply feel that it is an attitude, 
however natural, which is not quite worthy of this House. After all, 
there is a serious question to be decided. Irrespective of what the, 
Government might have done, the. House has definitely to answer the , 
question to-day whether they will accept the proposal in' the Bill 
or will reject it, or will adopt the dilatory motion of my friend, 
Mr. Neogy, ' which, as the , Honourable the Leader of the House 
pointed out, would , be practically equivalent- to rejection. 

I must retrace my footsteps for a moment because Mr. Belvi made an 
appeal to me, about ,one point—I think he asked about two points but I 
only got one of them down clearly. His question was this : “ Why are the , 
Government of India prepared to find a sum of Rs. 85 lakhs by way of 
removing or reducing duties if they were unable to provide the same sum 
in bounties'? ’’ Well, I would like to draw attention to the fact that the 
Tariff: Board proposed both a bounty and the removal' of the duties, and 
they also proposed the removal of a large number of the duties in a form 
which was practically equivalent to a direct bounty to the cotton mill 
industry ; that is to say, a good many of the duties . were not to . be 
removed altogether but special arrangements were to be made 
by which the cotton mills would be allowed to import their 
stores free of duty or to obtain a refund after importation. 

I think I explained in one or other of the sp'eeches which I made 
earlier on these subjects that the Government of India were unable to 
agree either to the bounty or to an arrangement by which the cotton mill 
industry should import free of duty stores on which other industries had ‘ 
to pay duty, and for that reason they found it necessary to modify the 
Tariff Boai'd’s proposals and to go as far as they could in the direction 
of removing the duties altogether, so that there would be no discrimi¬ 
nation between industry and industry. That is the reason why the 
Government of India were prepared to sacrifice a good deal of revenue 
by removing the duties, and were not prepared to grant a bounty to 
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the cotton mill industry, or to give, a refund of duty in a form which 
was equivalent to a bounty. My friend, Mr. Goswami, spoke with some 
bitterness about what he believed to be the underlying intention of the 
Bill which, he said, was aimed at Japan and conceived in the. interests 
of Lancashire. Now, Mr. President, after all what are tlie actual facts ? 
Here we have before us the recommendation of Mr. Noyce in the, Tariff 
Board’s Report, that a differential duty should tie imposed' against 
Japan both on cloth and on yarn. What would have beep the effect’ of 
sue!) a duty ? It would obviously have been in effect ,a measure of 
direct British,preference. What did tlie Government of India do They 
rejected that proposal and what they actually did was this. Although 
the Tariff Boai'd had found that, Lancashire was in no way, concerned 
in the, competition which was injuring the Indian mills the Government 
of India have nevertheless proposed a duty which affects 1 he imports 
from Great Britain and from all,other countries in exactly tile same way 
as the imports from China and Japan. If that is acting in'the interests 
of Lancashire, it seems to me it is action which cannot be prompted by 
much intelligence, but if it is action, as I most sincerely say it is, Mr. 
President, which the Government of India are taking iii what tliey 
conceive to be the interests of India, what then ? However much iriy 
friends on tlie other side may think'we are wrong—and I honour and 
respect their opinious—I do ask that they will believe that those of us 
on this side who have to incur a great deal of responsibility in these 
matters arc honestly doing our best in what we conceive to be the 
interests of India. (Applause.) I am-not in any way ashamed to claim 
that, Mr. President, and I believe the time will come when the great 
majority of the people of India will concede our claim., I would like, • 
in conclusion, Mr. President, just to remind the House once more of the 
decision which it falls to them to make. 1 endeavoured in my operiirig 
speech on this debate to state the case as fairly as I could arid-not to plead 
any point higher than it could fairly be pleaded. Undoubtedly tlie Ilorise 
has a decision to make and must come to a conclusion whether the danger. 
to the cotton mill industry, if the duty is not imposed, • exceeds the 
danger to the liandloom industry "if it is imposed. That is the real 
question which the House has got to decide to-day arid not hin g that 
may be said about the Government of India beirig really responsible can 
in fact prevent the House from deciding it. ■ It will decide it. I do riot, 
disclaim responsibility on behalf of the Government of India for the 
position m which the House lias to record its vote to-day. That would' 
be. an absurd thing to do. But, nevertheless, the . House‘has a resporisi- 
bility of its own which in the nature of things it cannot devolve on any¬ 
one else. Things are what they are ; -the consequences will be wli'at 
they, will be. .Why then should, we deceive ourselves? And I would 
again impress upon .the House what my Honourable friend the Finance 
Member said this-forenoon. If we put this question off, if we say we 
have not yet enough information. to enable us, to' come- to a decision 
we shall nevertheless in fact decide it and decide it in the negative, 
ffyents wiH not. wait for, our tardy consideration. We cannot, foretell . 
next few months may produce. , I do, urge, Mr. President, that 
thls j.hmse is probably as much as’we are ever., 
aslc Tirloi^n ' °” th ® s ® complicated questions.. I, quite agree that if .we. 

^ Local Governments to express their .opinions about-'the effect on the. 



,4113 


THE INDIAN TARIFF (COTTON. YA^N AMENDMENT) BILE. 

bandloom industry, we shall get a great many opinions, some of them 
valuable, some of them perhaps not'so valuable, but in the end, we shall 
not lmow a great deal more as to the probable effect of this duty than 
we know at present. I would, therefore, as strongly as I can, urge upon 
the House, first, that the time has now arrived when the question ought to 
be decided, and, second, that there is no real ‘escape from decision by 
way of delay, and that in fact and to all purposes if my friend Mr. 
Neogy’s motion is carried, the House will have decided in the negative 
and the Bill will practically be dead. 1 will not at this late hour, 
Mr. President, weary the House longer with further remarks. I think 
lliat the question has been debated in a very full and very interesting 
manner and I hope that those Members to whose appeals for information 
I have not been able to reply will understand the reason that ’1 am 

unwilling to weary the House at this time by a long speech. (Applause.) 

/ 

- Mr. President : The original question was : 

“ That the Bill fuithei to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, in order to safeguard 
the manufacture of cotton yarn in British India, as reported by the Select Committee, 
he taken into consideration.” 

Since which the following amendment has been moved : 

“ That the Bill be ciiculated for the purpose of eliciting opinions thereon.” 

The question I have to put is that that amendment be made. 

(A division was called for.) 

Diwan Chaman Lall : Before you put this amendment to the 1 vote, 
may I request you, Sir, to give a ruling on the point raised by my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Goswami, as to ivhether those Members who have 
pecuniary interest' in this measure gre entitled to vote or not ? 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Madrjas City : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : 
Sir, may I refer to May’s Parliamentary Practice, page 3G8: 

‘ ‘ In the Commons it is a rule that no member who lias a direct pecuniary interest 
in a question shall be allowed to vote upon it : but in order to operate as a disqualifica¬ 
tion, his interest must be immediate and pevsoiml and not merely of a general or remote 
ehmacter. On tlie 17th July 1811 tlie lule was thus explained by Mr. Speaker Abbot. 
This interest must be a direct pecuniary interest and separately belonging to the persons 
whose votes were questioned and not in common with the rest’of His Majesty’s sub¬ 
jects or on a matter of State policy. ” , , ( , 

I understand, Mr. President, that your predecessor ruled that they 
could vote, though, I understand,' Honourable Members who had an 
interest refrained from voting on their own responsibility. May I sub¬ 
mit that directors of mills would certainly have a direct, immediate and 
personal interests 1 Whether it would apply to shareholders or not is 
another question, but certain managing directors apd agents of mills have 
a direct and personal interest. , I leave it. Sir, to the Chair to decide. 

Mr. President : What is the ruling that the Honourable Member 
wants ? 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar : I want your ruling, Sir, whether they can 
vote or not ? 

Mr. President : What is the Honourable Member’s contention 1 

Mr. S. Sriniyasa Iyengar : My contention is, that they are not 
entitled to vote. 
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' ' Mr. President : My predecessor has already ruled on a similar 
occasion that they are entitled to vote. Ii is entirely for Ihem to 
consider whether in tlie circumstances in which they are placed they 
should vote or not. 

The original question was : > 

| “ That the Bill fuithei to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1804, in order to safeguard 

the manufacture of cotton yam in British India, as lcpoited by the Selnet Committee, 
be taken into consideration. ’ ’ 

Since which the following amendment has been moved : 

‘ ‘ That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinions thereon. ’ ’ 

The question I have to put is that that amendment be made. 

The Assembly divided: 

AYES—37. 

Acliarya, Mr. M. K. 

Aiyangar, Mr. C. Buraiswamy. 

Alexander, Mr. William. 

Ayjangar, Mr. K. V. Rangasivami. 

Ayyangai, Mr. M. S. Seslia. 

Bclvi, Mi. D. V. 

Chaman Lall, Diwan. 

Chunder, Mr. Nirmal Chunder. 

Das, Mr B. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Srisb Chandra. 

Earooklii, Mr. Abdul Latif Salieb. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Goswami, Mr. T. C. 

IyengaT, Mr. A. Itangasn ami. 

Iyengar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

Jogiah, Mr. Varaliagiri Venkata. 

Kidwai, Mr. Rafi Ahmad. 

NOES—68. 


Kadir 


Abdoola Haroon, Haji. , 

Abdul Haye, Mr. , 

Abdul Qaijum, Naivah, Sir Sahibzada. 
Abdullah Haji Kasim; Khan Bahadur 
Haji. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Nasir-ud-dhi. 
Anvar ul-Azim, Mr. 

Aslirafuddin Ahmad, Khan Balmdui 
Navabzada Sayid 
Ayaugar, Mr. V. K. Aravamudha. 
Ayjangar, Rao Bahadur Niirasimlia 
Gopalasv ami. 

Bajpai, Mr. G. S 

Bhuto, Mr. W. W. Hlaliibakah. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 
Coatman, Mr. J. 


Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Cosgrave, Mr. W. A. 

Courtenay, Mr. R. H. 

Cranford, Colonel .T. D. 

Cieiai, The Honourable Mr. J. 

Ci of ton, Mr. R. M. 

Daklian, Mi. W. M. P. Gliulam 
Klmn. 

Dalai, Mr. A. R, 

Dalai, Sardar Sir Bomanji. 
Doliovan, Mu. J. T. 

Dunnott, Mr. J. M. 

Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Raja. . 
Gidney, Dieut Colonel H. A. J. 
Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Haigh, Mr. P. B. * 


Mehta, Mr. .Tamnndas M. 

Mitra, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. .* 

Mohammad Ismail Khan, Hap 

Chaudhury. 

Muituza Salieb Bahadur, Maulvi Sdyybl. 
Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Neogy, Mr. IC. C. # 

Pandya, Mr. Vidya Sagar. 

Piakasam, Mi. T. , 

Rao, Mr. G. Sarvotliam. 

Sliafec, Maulvi Mohammad. 

Sheivani,'Mr. T. A. K. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
i Singh, Mr. Nnrayan Prasad. 

Singli, Mr. Ram Narayon. 

Sinlin, Kumar Gangannnd. 

Sinlia, Mr, Siddhesvar. 

Suhi an ardy, Di. A. 

Sykes, Mr. E. F. 
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Haji, Mr. Sarabhai Nemehand. 

Hla Tun Pru, IT. 

Irving, Mr. Miles. 

Ismail Khan, Mr. 

Iswar Saran, Munslii. 

.Tayakar, Mr. M. R. 

Jinnah, Mr. M. A. 

Joslii, Mr. N. M. 

Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
Kabul Singh Bahadur, Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Khin Maung, IT. 

Kikabhai Premchand, Mr. 

Kirk, Mr. E. T. P. 

Kunzru, Pandit Hirday Nath. 

Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

Malaviya, Pandit Madan Mohan. 

Mitchell, Mr. D. G. 

Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath. 

Muhammad Nawaz Khan, Lieut.-Sardar. t 


Mukherjee, Mr. S. C. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir. 
Eahimtulla, Mr. Pazal Ibrahim. 
Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Eajah, Eao Bahadur M. C. 

Eoy, Mr. K. C. 

Euthnaswamy, Mr. M. 

Sams, Mr. H. A. 

Sarda, Eai Sahib Harbilas. 

Sassoon, Sir Victor. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Mohammad. 
Siddiqi, Mr. Abdul Qadir. 

Singh, Rai Bahadur S. N. 

Tirloki Nath, Lala. 

Tonkinson, Mi. H. 

Wright, Mr. W. T. M. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 

'Young, Mr. G. M. 

Zulfiqai Ali Khan, Nawab Sir 


The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : Does the Honourable Member from Bengal wish to 
proceed with his next amendment ? 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : No, Sir. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1891, in order to safe¬ 
guard the manufacture of cotton yarn in Biitish India, as reported by the Select Com¬ 
mittee, be taken into consideration. ’ ’ 


The Assembly divided : 


AYES—68. 


Abdul Haye, Mr. 

Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Abdullah Haji Kasim, Khan Bahadur 
Haji. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Nasir-ud din. 
Aney, Mr. M. S. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

Aslirafuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Nauabzada Sajid. 

Ayangar, Mr. V. K. Aravamudha 
Ayyaugar, Kao Bahadur Nuiasimln 
Gopalaswumi. 

Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Bhuto, Mr. W, W. Hlahibaksh. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil, 
r Coatman, Mr. J. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Cosgrave, Mr. W. A. 


Courtenay, Mr. R. H. 

Crawford, Colonel J. D. 

Crerar, The Honourable Mr. .T. 

Crofton, Mr. R. M. 

Dakhan, Mr. W. M. P. Ghularn Kadir 
Khan. 

Dalai, Mr. A. R. 

Dalai, Saidar Sir Bonianji. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Dunneit, Mr. J. M. 

Gha^anfar Ali Khan, Raja. 

Giduey, Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. 

Gour, Sir Han Singh. 

Haigh, Mr. P. B. 

Haji, Mi. S.uabhai Nemchand. 

Ilia Tun Pru, TJ. 

Irviug, Mr. Miles. 

Ismail Khan, Mr. 
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Jayakar, Mr. M. B. 

Jinnah, Mr. M, A. 

Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
Kabul Singh Bahadur, Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Khin Maung, U. 

Kikabhai Premchand, Mr. 

Kirk, Mr. B. T. P. 

Kunzru, Pandit Hirday Nath. 

Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

Malaviya, Pandit Madan Mohan. 
Mitchell, Mr. D. G. 

Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath. 

Mohammad Ismail Khan, Haji 
Chaudhury. 

Muhammad Nawaz Khan, Lieut. Sardar. 
Mukherjee, Mr. S. C. 


Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir. 
Bahimtulla, Mr. Nazal Ibrahim. 
Bainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Bajah, Kao Bahadur M. C. 

Bov, Mr. K- C. 


Sams, Mr. H. A. 

Sarda, Bai Sahib Harbilas. 
Sassoon, Sir Victor. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Mohammad. 
Siddiqi, Mr. Abdul Qadm 
Singh, Bai Bahadur S. N. 
Tirloki Nath, Lala. 

Tonkinson, Mr. H. 

Wright, Mr. W. T. M. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 
Young, Mr. G. M. 

Zulfiqar AH Khan, Nawab Sir. 


NOES—37. 


Acharya, Mr. M. K. 

Aiyangar, Mr. C. Duraiswamy. 
Alexander, Mr. William. 

A yv an gar, Mr. K. V. Baagaswami. 
Ayyangar, Mr. M. S. Seska. 

Belvi, Mr. I). V. 

Bhargava, Pandit Thaknr Daa. 
Chaman Lall, Diwan. 

Chunder, Mr. Ninnal Chunder. 
Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Chandra. 
Farooklii,, Mr. Abdul Latif Saheb. 
Gliuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Go3wnmi, Mr. T. O. 

Iswar Saran, Munshi. 

.Iyengar, Mt. A. Bangaswaifai. 
Iyengar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

Jogiah, Mr. Varahagiri Venkata. 

The motion was adopted. 


• Kidwai, Mr. Bad Ahmad, 

Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 

Mitra, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi Sayyid. 
Naidu, Mr. B. P- 
Pandya, Mr. Vidya Sagar. 

Prakasam, Mr. T. 

Bang Bebari Lai, Lola. 

Bao, Mr. G. Sarvotham. 

Sliafee, Maulvi Mohammad. 

Shervani, Mt. T. A. K. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Narayan Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Bam Narayan. 

Sinhn, Kumar G-anganand. 

Siuha, Mr. Siddlieswar. 

Sykes, Mr. E. F. 


Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 ivas added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : Sir, I move that the Bill, as 
amended, be passed. 
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Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzm (Agra Division : N on •-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, I venture now, as I did in the Select Committee, tp place a 
suggestion before the Honourable Sir Geoi’ge Rainy that in view of the 
fa,ct that the handioom industry would be handicapped to a certain extent 
by the duties we are imposing, particular care should he taken in the various 
provinces to help that industry as far as possible. That was not included 
in the Report of the Select Committee because it was that that was a matter 
which was within the competence of the Local Governments. At that 
time, Sir, our suggestion was a general one, but I should now like to place 
a specific suggestion before the Honourable Member for Commerce. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar (Tan j ore cum Trichinopoly : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : The vote is against us. What is the use ? 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : If this duty hits the handioom weavers 
to the fullest extent, .they will lose about 12 lakhs of rupees on their total 
earnings, which are believed to amount to more than 30 crores of 
rupees. Now, this sum may well be placed at the disposal of the Local 
Governments for the development of the handioom industry. Our duty 
is not done when we have said that it should get cheap yam, even 
though the yarn is sold in this country at a price below that at which it 
can be produced in indigenous mills. No industry, not even the hand- 
loom industry, bas a right to ask that it shall get its raw product in such 
a way as to kill indigenous industries. But it might well ask that the total 
amount which it would have to pay might be used in such a way as to 
benefit it ultimately. There are certain improvements that have been 
proposed by various people interested in the handioom industry. At 
this late hour ! should not like to go into the matter at any length, but I 
do think that it Is one deserving of the serious consideration of Government. 
Government is willing to part with Rs. 85 lakhs of its revenue, partly to 
help the mfflowners, but partly also to simplify the tariff. It can there- 
tore well afford to forego 10 or 12 lakhs of its revenue and place it at the 
disposal of the Local Governments -so that it might be used for the develop¬ 
ment of the handioom industry. 1 

(At this stage*several Honourable Members rose in their places.) 

Mr. President : I had aUowed Honourable Members sufficient lati¬ 
tude on the consideration stage, and I hope they will not make any speeches 
on this motion now. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya : 1 ,iust want to say that I stroimlv 
Kunzru ^ SaM by my Honom ’ able friend. Pandit Hirday Nath 


(At this stage Mr. B. Das rose in his seat.) 

Mr. President : Does the Honourable Member support the motion ? 

T D 5 S su PP°rt it, but subject to certain observations 

I am a protectionist and therefore I have no other alternative but tn 
support tins Bill and vote for the same. Government have put\ S £ tilts 
predicament that while we are very madequatelv protecting the mill 

li^ndloomMndustrv I fiTd tbaT' “p” 5 .mother important industry—tlm 
muioom incumrj. 1 tad that no Provincial Governments have sent in 

a note of warning to the. Central Government or have protested aSL? 

this measme If industries are a transferred subject and no Provtncinl 

Governments have come forward with their opposition or protests to the 

Central Government, it is for them to find subsidies and bounties to 
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protect handlooni industries in their provinces,- and my Honourable friend, 
Sir George. Rainy, would have done better if he had also introduced' a 
measure of bounties to protect the mill- industry than by introducing 'a 
measure which will do the greatest harm to another very important 
industry. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : May I say only one word '! I, was 
certainly somewhat amused that my Honourable friend, Pandit Hirday 
Nath Kuuzru, after having voted against the handloom weavers, now 
lavishes sympathy upon them and wants the Central Government out of 
the revenue which is going to be foregone under another Bill to put some 
more funds in the hands of the Local Governments for the benefit of the 
handloom industry. When you have hit them directly, it - seems to me 
useless to think of trying to prop them up indirectly. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I would only say a single word. 
I think the Honourable Member who made this suggestion as regards the 
use to which the increase of revenue arising from the cotton duties might 
be put, cannot possibly expect me at this moment, without any previous 
notice on the subject, to express any opinion about his suggestion. 

The motion was adopted. -, > . 


The.Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, I beg to move that, the Bill 
further to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, as reported By the Select 
Committee, be taken into consideration. I do not think.... 

Mr. R. K; Shamnukham Ghetty : I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. President : Under what Standing Order ? 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : I suggest it to . you. Sir. . % 

Mr. President : Why should the non-official section of the House be 
always in a hurry to get away early. The Chair expects their co-opera¬ 
tion in getting through as much business, as possible. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya : There is. -a conference at 5 
o’clock of Hindus and Muslims and we have -got to attend it.- For- that 
reason alone I most reluctantly submit, to you that the House might 
adjourn now. .... 

Mr. President : My remarks do not apply to this particular occasion, 
but it is a general remark which I. hope Honourable Members will hear 
in mind. The House will now stand adjourned till 11 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 

i Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 

the 8th September, .1927. 
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Thursday, 8th September, 1927. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 

MEMBER SWORN. 

Sir Denys de Saumerez Bray, K.C.I.E., C.S.I., C.B.E., M.L.A. 
(Foreign Secretary). 

MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL OF STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly : Sir,'the following Message has been re¬ 
ceived from the Secretary of the Council of State 

“ I am directed to inform you that at the meeting of the Council of State held on 
the 7th September 1927, the Council rejected the motion that the Bill to repeal and 
amend certain provisions of the Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908, and the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, as passed by the Legislative Assembly, be taken 
into consideration.” 

Mr. President : I have received a few short notice questions from 
Mr. Jamnadas Mehta. I have admitted ‘ them as short notice questions 
and the Department has agreed to answer them ; but the Honourable 
Member is not here to put them. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar : Mr. President, may I put them ? 

(No answer was given.) 

THE INDIAN TARIFF (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and 
Railways) : Sir, I move that, the Bill further to amend the Indian Tariff 
Act, 1894, as reported by the Select Committee be taken into considera¬ 
tion. 

I do hot think it is necessary that I should say much in support of 
this motion. The general principle of the Bill has already been accepted 
by the House and the amendments made in Select Committee are purely 
minor and of an unimportant character. It will suffice, I think, if I 
merely reiterate the main points about the Bill, namely, that it is an 
essential part of the fiscal policy of the Government of India that the 
materials of industry and machinery should be made as cheap as possible 
and that therefore the duty should be kept as low as possible ; in the 
second place, that all industries should as far as possible be treated alike 
and that no one industry should be allowed to import free the articles 
on which other industries have to pay duties, but. in the third place that 
when the time comes to give practical effect to the policy of Government 
it is permissible and legitimate to give precedence to those industries 
which are passing through a period of depression. Therefore, in selecting 
the particular articles from which the duty is proposed to be removed, we 

( 4119 ) 
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have chosen those the removal o£ the duty on which is likely to assist the 
cotton textile industry. 

Sir, I move. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I beg to move under Standing Order 44 
that the Bill do stand recommitted to the Select Committee. 

My reasons, Sir. for making this motion are briefly these 1 : the effect 
of the Bill as reported by the Select Committee would be to came a 
diminution in the revenues of the Government of India by a sum of 
Rs. 85 lakhs. This Bill has been definitely undertaken in order to give 
relief to the Indian textile industry. It is admitted that the total relief 
that the Indian textile industry can possibly get under this Bill is only 
Rs. 424 lakhs and therefore we are asked to surrender from the revenues 
of India another sum of Rs. 42] lakhs in order that the textile industry 
may benefit only to the extent of Rs. 42] lakhs. I submit. Sir, that there 
is no warrant for this surrender of revenue and. I submit that the Select 
Committee have not bestowed sufficient attention on the matter in order 
to see that only so much is taken out of the revenues of India as is 
absolutely necessary to give the relief which it is necessary to give to the 
textile industry. It will be recollected, Sir, that the special Tariff Board 
itself did not recommend that a general remission of duty upon all 
machinery such as is proposed in the present Bill should be given in order 
that the textile industry might benefit. The Tariff Board itself only 
confined its recommendation for relief to the duties on machinery pertain¬ 
ing to the textile industry. It was the Government in its Resolution 
declaring the policy of the Government in regard to the’Tariff Board’s 
recommendations that stated that this matter should be further examined. 

dn P‘ ira S ra Ph 11 of the Resolution the Government of India have said 
as follows : 


iwvport, duty on machinery and on the materials of industry 
.. t> , n ^ G ^. the Fiscal Commission and is in accordance with the principle of 

2® Resolution adopted by the Legislative Assembly in 1923 that the fiscal policy of 
I”® of . India ma £ legitimately be directed towards fostering the develop- 
•, R ues in India. In giving effect to this principle as revenue considerations 

P, • J, . °vernment of India are prepared to give precedence to articles used 

ar , e Passing through a period of depression, but they Mould 
tn imnnri t0 between industry and industry by allowing one industry 

to import free of duty, articles on which other industries have to pay duty. ” 1 J 

^e Government of India that decided to expand the 
~ - 10ns Textile Tariff Board v T ith a view to have the 

i<. not ctamu 1T fi P °v rt 5i2 ty .° n , a11 machinery imported into this country. It 
dutv midf>yn, U 'pM t i ler industries, whose machinery will be freed from 

re^nmendatSi, ,?° r S? 8 reli ® f or . that ™ Pursuance of the 

As sembly i n i qoo +>1 Indian Fiscal Commission and the Legislative 

da&s ofmachffierl S,\ e has arrived to remove the duty upon all the 

we find tha^In L h V S ? ow <; 0rnprlsed > th e Bill. On the other hand, 
Schedule at least fho C Cn' SUC ^ ™ a(ddner .V under some parts of the 
agitation in this eonntrv°L e -tb ment - ^ a T e foulld that there has been 'an 
industries and have fn„n r 7 a 7 iew to tile development of indigenous 
to withdraw certain c ? m P e ded to put down amendments 

araw certain classes of goods, imported machinery and machine 
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made goods from the operation of this felief of duty. That shows, 
therefore, that the idea that there should he a general remission of duty, 
upon all machinery is an idea which came into the minds of the Govern¬ 
ment of India unaffected, either by the recommendations of the Tariff 
Board or by any demand from the people of this country. Sir, the 
Resolution of the Government of India having specifically referred to 
“ revenue considerations ”, I consider it the duty of this House to ex¬ 
amine whether it is necessary to make this large sacrifice of revenue for 
the purpose of affording a small relief to the textile industry. In doing 
that, I want to make it perfectly clear that we on this side of the House 
do not by any means want to take away any benefit which can properly 
be given to the textile industry by removing import duties upon stores 
or mill machinery. But what we do want to make clear is that the 
Government should not take advantage of this with a view to remove duties 
on other goods for purposes which, so far as we can see, we cannot divine. 

Sir, it has been stated that it $?as difficult for the Select Committee 
to make a distinction between' one 'Jclass of machinery and another, and 
therefore when you want to relieve', a particular kind of machinery on 
which duty'is now imposed, it will necessarily have the effect of relieving 
the duty upon the same kind of machinery which might be imported for 
the use of other industries also. Sir, that is a matter upon -which, I submit, 
this House has not had any guidance from the Honourable the Commerce 
Member. Neither the Tariff Board nor the Government in their Resolu¬ 
tion have taken any such ground for putting this clause into the Bill. 
The Government definitely say that they would be ‘ ‘ unwilling 5 ’ t'o different¬ 
iate betweefi one industry and another by allowing one industry to import 
machinery free of, duty while making the other industry pay duty. It 
is not because it is not possible to> make this differentiation in regard to 
the import duties, but because' the Government are unwilling to make 
the differentiation. I say, Sir, that so far as we are concerned, while we 
are willing that the textile industry should have this relief, we are not 
willing that the revenues of this Government should diminish by more 
than the amount of this relief, for the extra revenue might otherwise be 
employed for far more profitable purposes. 

The next point that I have got to make, Sir, is this, that so far as 
the difficulty of framing a Schedule which will give the necessary relief' 
to the textile industry -without making it necessary for the Government 
to relieve other machinery from duty is concerned, I say, Sir, the matter 
should be examined further. The Select Committee should have done 
their best to sde that articles which could legitimately be kept out of the 
Schedule are kept out so that needless sacrifice of revenue is not made. I 
do not see, Sir, from the proceedings of the Select Committee that any 
attempt has been made to do tiiis, and I want it to be distinctly understood 
that I do not want in making this motion to make any proposal*of a dilatory 
character. All that I say is that this matter requires further examina¬ 
tion and that this Bill should be recommitted to the Select Committee so 
that they may see that the actual felief that the textile industry gets is 
the actual loss of revcriud that the exchequer has to bear. This is a point, 
Sir, which has not at all been examined, because we also find that the 
Schedules have been framed, no dOubt, r in a hurry,—and I can understand 
the difficulties of the Honourable the Commerce* Member,’—and therefore 
they do require re-examination. . I find that the Honourable the Com¬ 
merce Member himself has had to put down ai mdments in regard to the 
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printing industry, in regard to the industry of type founders and various 
other classes of goods which they had included and which he now finds 
would be adversely affected by the proposals embodied in the original 
Bill. I therefore, think, Sir, that very mu6h more attention has to he 
bestowed on this matter than it has been possible for the Select Committee 
to do, and I do hope that the Government will accept my motion and have 
this matter re-examined again by the Select Committee. 


Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber : Indian 
Commerce) : Sir, I rise at this stage, because I want to tell the 
House, and especially my friend Mr. Rangaswamy Iyengar, that the 
point which he lias just now mentioned did not escape the attention of 
the Select Committee. The first point that struck us in the Select Com¬ 
mittee was, whether the revenues of .India and the budget position as 
forecasted by the Honourable the finance Member, could stand this 
substantial decrease in revenue whiclMvould, for the six months now to 
be gone through, amount to 42 lakhsW rupees. But we felt. Sir, that as 
the Government came out with the suggestion of this remission of Rs. 85 
lakhs, it was not for the Select Committee to go into the financial side of 
the question. We took it for granted that the Government of India had 
satisfied themselves that the revenue and the budget position did admit 
of this substantial reduction, and I propose, Sir, simply to leave this 
matter here Perhaps if the Honourable the Finance Member thinks ,it 
necessary, he might enlighten us further on this matter. 


. But the main question raised by my friend Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar 
is, whether the whole remission of 85 lakhs indicated or involved in this, 
rhi Y™ benefit of the textile industry. The reply to it that 

was definitely given to us in the Select Committee by the Honourable the 
Commerce Member was ‘ No ’. I do not think that the Government of 
India claim that they have yet a scientific method of adjusting taxation, 
+i Sa + r S + U , ct t .°’ correction by the Honourable the Finance Mem- 
bei—that a truly scientific system of adjusting taxation has yet to be 
devised A reference to the Schedules attached To the Bill, especially 
under Item 8 of the Schedule, will show that the items marked 3 8A, B, 
1 d °/,°, t I ?r hlde 0nly items of machinery concerning the textile 
tk a rf’ n nd honourable Member in charge told us that these items 
iAAT’hn and D whlch were taken from the present Tariff Act, were 

causedw expe £ ts and tliat il would be dangerous and 
cause a lot of confusion if any changes were made in them. Sir, it is easy 

would he r ™ t0 have reduction in import duty, but it 

items that w/vonil 01 ' for the customs authorities to distinguish those 
similar Irlnri _y want for the textile industry from others of a very 
SSfoo °‘f er industries . and hence the Select Com- 

Am hoalmot “Ration of the Honourable Member in charge 

under 18-A B m n0t i tO dlStol1 tJle various items Included 

you must inch^a - c ^ ° nIy stable result is and must be that 
the textile industry! ^ ^ ltemS artlcles which would not benefit 

types, lead^etc W ^nd°^ e mar? 110 -! 6 dou ^ ts about some items like 

that if from f - 11 a 1 c . 0 f 1 ^ tlon when I signed the Report 

“^.information which I was trying to get I found that 
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it would be wrong to exempt some items from the existing duty because 
similar articles were manufactured locally, the Honourable Member in 
charge would agree to my moving relevant amendments in this House 
when the Select Committee’s Report came up before it. Whatever in¬ 
formation I received either by letter or telegram, I have passed on to 
the Honourable Sir George Rainy, and the House will see from the 
amendments Nos 1 and 4 on the list of business that he has been good 
enough to give notice of relevant amendments. My friend Mr. 
Rangaswami Iyengar is quite right in saying that there is a strong feeling 
that the import duty on some of the articles in this Rill should be in¬ 
creased. Rut hs the Honourable Sir George Rainy rightly pointed out 
to me in the course of correspondence on this subject, this is not the 
time for it, nor is this the Bill for increasing the import duty on some 
of the articles from 21 per cent, to 15 per cent. I therefore, feel, Sir, 
that it is not possible to attempt any increase of duty in this Bill. Per¬ 
sonally, as a member of the Select Committee, I feel that if the Govern¬ 
ment of India offer to remit 85 lakhs of rupees from this form of taxa¬ 
tion, they must have made, sure that ,the Budget and their finances ,can 
stand it. The Tariff Board recommended a remission of import duty on 
articles which ‘affected the textile industry, and my friend Mr. Ranga¬ 
swami Iyengar does not dispute that it would be undesirable to do so. 
You cannot do it unless you include the other articles which are indicat¬ 
ed in items 18-A, B, C and D of the present Tariff Act. And hence I be¬ 
lieve that, even if this Bill was recommitted to the Select Committee, it 
would be difficult for the Select Committee to make any change in the 
Bill unless the,House were ready to wait for the best part of a year and 
the Government of India put up another committee* of experts to dis¬ 
tinguish and separate the items which affect the textile industry and 
other items coming under 18-(A), (B) and (C). I therefore feel that, 
unless further considerable delay was to be tolerated in this matter— 
and even then I am not sure that it would be feasible to separate these 
items very accurately—I feel it is for this Assembly to decide whether 
they would pass this as it is presented -or not. If they do not mind delay, 
and there might be immense delay, probably even then it may not be 
feasible to separate these items. I therefore feel that the House has got 
to make up its mind whether it is going to accept this Bill as it stands or 
drop it. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy (Dacca* Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, 
1 rise to support the amendment which has been moved by Mr. 
Rangaswamy Iyengar, and I generally endorse the observations which 
he has made in regard to the desirability of referring this measure back 
to the Select Committee. I would partieulary refer to one or two items 
which have not so far been mentioned by the previous speakers. It is a 
welcome feature of the amended Bill, as it has now emerged from Select 
Committee, that the proposal to admit types and other things duty free 
has been omitted. I really wonder how the Honourable the Commerce 
Member came to make provision for the admission of types and connected 
things duty free when an inquiry is pending into the question whether 
the type-making industry is to be given protection. I hold in my hand a 
press communique issued on July 29th to the following effect : * 

” That the Indian Tariff Board has received an application from the Hindustani 
Type Foundry, Allahabad, asking that measures be taken to assist tlic type-making 
industry in India either by lowering the existing 15 per cent, import duty upon the 
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metals from -which their type is made, or by increasing the present 24 per cent, duty 
upon imported type. ” 

On that a questionnaire has been circulated by tlie Government, and 
the last day- for receiving written applications with regard to, this matter 
was fixed as the 20th August last. I do not know, Sir, whether the 
inquiry has yet been completed. If I mention this point it is only for 
the purpose of showing that there has been some hurry on the part of 
Government to bring forward this measure, and I therefore think when 
we have got this evidence that the Government has not bestowed suffi¬ 
cient attention on all aspects of this Bill, there ought to be some more 
time given to the Select Committee to scrutinise it. 

Sir, on the previous occasion I referred to the artificial silk yarn 
"upon which the duty is proposed to be reduced from 15 per cent, to 74 
per cent. I am sorry to find that the Select Committee has not omitted 
this provision altogether. It is some.relief to me to find, however, that 
there. are two ^Honourable Members of the Select. Committee who have 
submitted a minute of dissent saying that they do not agree that this 
reduction of duty should take place. Sir, oiie of the grounds on which 
this reduction of duty was sought to be. justified by Sir George Rainy 
was that it would not in any event affect the indigenous sillc industry at 
all because the price of artificial silk yarn is very low and the duty 74 
per cent, would in any event be a very low figure. Sir, this is an argu¬ 
ment which to my mind cuts both ways, because if it is after all a very 
unimportant reduction so far as the manufacturers of indigenous silk 
in India are concerned, it is at the same time a very unimportant reduc¬ 
tion also from the point of view of other people.' That is to say, the 
import cannot be influenced to any very large extent’ by this reduction 
a • 7 7 ir ’ * was looking into the figures regarding the import of 

1 Sll r and eom P ar ing the figures for 1920-21 with 

six vears^twi f i + that the increased import during these 

J** 3 on V t d ? } a ? oat 30 times, that is to say in 1925-26 the quantity 
was 30 tunes that which came in 1920-21. I dare say that, in spite of 

* he im P°n has progressed at a very rapid pace. I do hot 
iff thp m L Honourable friend considers that, even in the face 

further ,f ures ’. Here is a very sound case for reducing the duty any 
with trio T* e Po mte ii °nt that the proposal for this reduction originated 
m™ M -s' 4 « b r Chamber of Commerce, and that the Bombay Mill- 
falr I submit ^ f S ? e r d with the proposal. But it is very un¬ 
to a iudn-mpTit 6 ? art Government to expect this House to come 

tbe opinion of 'thp^BoTYt) 11 im ^r-u tadt question only on the authority of 
ChambPT. nf Pn th B Millowners' Association and the Bombay 

We al ? oald i*™ thought that here at least was 
sideration of the T-n-lff .pfl ue ^mn which s b°uld merit the careful con- 
of the Tariff Boarii i ti ard ’ have undoubtedly the ex-president 

even then I am PP^on of-the present Commerce Member, but 

Tariff Board IbSiShifJ 0 allow him to usurp: the functions of the 
I venture to submit that it is f at lority ln tariff matters. But- still 

to bring up such tariff Shly improper on the part-of Government 

try in thepasVanTfn wh . lch hav ? ^ever been before the conn- 

small item in a very bk Bill ° n the COUntr y by including this 

. erj mg Bill so that proper attention could not be paid 
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to such an item. Sir, on the point as to whether'.this imported artificial 
silk yarn has at all had any prejudicial effect on the indigenous silk 
industry, T.do not, know ivheth'er' my ’Hdndurable’friend,' Sir George 
Rainy, cares' t{j .read' the Bengal'papers. I have read one letter in the 
press coming from a; place called Plassey. .' The name periiaps .is not quite 
unfamiliar to the Honourable Member.' It happens to'he one. of the 
centres of the struggling silk industry in Bengal. And here is, an appeal 
made to the legislators of this House by a man who evidently knowfi 
■very, much about this subject. The appeal is to oppose the Government 
in their proposed reduction'of this duty. This is~ what it says * ; ' 

“ The Government are not taking into consideration one very important question in. 
this connexion. ‘ The condition of the Indian Silk Industry (I mean the industry of natu¬ 
ral silk) will be seriously jeopardised, if further facilities are given to those European 
industries which aTe backed by enormous capital and do not, therefore, need any prefer¬ 
ential treatment from *thc Government of India. In other silk-producing countries, 
the culture of silk is encouraged ,and the industry protected and developed by State 
bounty. But tiie attitude of our Government in this respect is too well known. ’ ’ ( 

Then later on 'the writer proceeds to observe as follows : 

“ The heavy influx of artificial silk in our markets at this stage has been gradually 
driving out the' natural silk, from its own field of, local consumption. 

I therefore bring the real facts to the notice of our'legislators,'so that they may 
not pass this question over without due consideration/:when it will come up' for. dis¬ 
cussion'in the Assembly at its next session .■ ,\ 

Sir, I do claim that some attention is due to this opinion from ‘Bengal. 

Sir, there are few other, provinces which are interested also in this 
question. . Bihar ■ and Orissa,, for instance, Assam, and the Central Pro¬ 
vinces, not to, ,mention the two important Indian States of Mysore and 
Kashmiri: P do,beg of Government to have, a little more time to consult 
all these Local Governments, if .not the.State, before they come to any 
decision on the matter. From.this point.of view also I think that the 
matter ought to be ref erred, back tq, the .Select Committee. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member.) •: Sir, the 
Honourable the Mover of this amendment desires the recommittal of this 
Bill for two main reasons. One is in'regard to the individual items 
included in the Schedule, some of which he desires to be re-examined 
on protectionist grounds. 

The other purpose in moving this amendment is in connection with 
•l.he effect of the Bill-on the, finances of this year and,of the following 
years. -I will leave.in the very, capable bands of ,my Honourable 
colleague tbe Commerce Member the defence of the relief of taxation in 
regard to particular duties, including artificial silk, which have been raised 
by speakers thus far. I would only gently chide Mr. Neogy for his attack 
on the Government for rushing this measure.- That is not the complaint 
that has generally been made against the Government over the way in. which 
it has dealt with the Cotton Tariff Report. The Honourable Member who 
moved the motion quite rightly said that this measure has a very serious 
effect on the general financial position and ,1 make no complaint, that he 
desires that the connection of. this Bill with the ..Budget.for,the.year 
and for future years should.be examined in i public in this Assembly. 
The effect of .this Bill is, to, threaten a reduction of. something .over Rs. 40 
lakhs in. the year 1927-28 and something between Rs., 80 and Rs. 90 lakhs 
in the year-1928-29. That is certainly iiot an entirely pleasant proposal 
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from the point of view of. the’ Finance Department' at any time. . We are 
of course always in a difficulty with a Tariff Bill. When a Tariff Report 
comes out which cannot be dealt with at the beginning of the..year at 
the time of the Budget, and it ,is proposed in the middle of .the year 
to deal yith it, and additional revenue comes’in,, the hard-hearted 
Finance Member is accused of pocketing for His own benefit out. of, the 
hard-earned sayings of the people, money which should otherwise be 
applied, and it is suggested that if is not so much the stricken industry 
in question that is being protected as the exchequer of the Government of 
India. If, however, the opposite happens the Finance Member is quite 
rightly assailed for allowing his budget, estimates of the year to be upset 
in the middle of the year by loss of revenue, which is given up not on 
grounds connected with the finances • of the country but on fiscal 
grounds. We are in a real difficulty in the 1 matter, and it is only possible 
to deal with each case as it arises. In this ease, the Tariff Board recom¬ 
mended, among other things, that the duty on certain -machinery and mill 
m^ reS he abolished .in the interests ofthe .cotton mill industry. 

They suggested that it should be abolished only, for the purposes of the 
cotton m iH industry and not generally. That involved specials treat¬ 
ment of. a particular industry, and is open to general objections on the 
ground of principle. It is not desirable that you should have an import 
doty, which is supposed to fall equally on all, and then, not collect it 
»>n a particular industry while allowing it to continue to fall on other 
industries. That is particularly so when prima facie the duty is 
o jeetionable m principle. A duty falling on machinery, so long as it 'is 
imposed purely for revenue purposes, is obviously in the nature? of a tax 
imposed on the raw material. It- adds to’ the cost of the finished- product, 
an is lerefore open to objection. It has been- clear for some time that 
an i oev . enu ® , tar |ff as it was left after the big rise that took 
K, , . 10 21-22 is objectionably high ip certain directions in a way 

' 1 '' un agmg to the interests of industries in general in .the country, 
e k 1 ad been, looking forward for some time to the opportunity of 
i t0 r c eduee Particular duties at, some future date. .That could 
fmila d ° n( i’ ° f c , 0UTS f ’ lf revenue is available for the purpose. Here, we 
ourselves faced with the recommendation of a Tariff Committee, 
■m r i:,i Va !L o r ® duee these duties in the interests of a particular industry, 
r.f tine rve nd 01irse l v ® s rj 1 a position to accept all the recommendations 
aecentino-tLi? lttee, +- an ? that P erll aps" strengthened the. reasons for 
w -LA e , se P art [ cula r recommendations if we : could 1 possibly do so. 
Board t f T e c . ould . not Possibly do so in the form, proposed by the Tariff 
industrv specially privileged position to one particular 

question “ p 0m P ared * 9 .the others. ' We were faced, therefore; with the 

something over RsWlokhs SxffS? •$“'**-. 401akhs *“» ^ ar and 

- Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar :' And in subsequent years. . 

of alT^asgaBlackett : And in subsequent years. First 
a rule in the" Indian Budeet^ t ^ e : H:ous ® - 1S a A a J e , there is‘no margin'as 
•^■ith any large surnlus A hrJd 0 1S n °* % am . ed ' Wlth a view’to ending 
is laid aside each vear’iw 111111 e . on ee said that nothing 

sorry to • sav that f had nob tb? U f deet - a -' rainless da ^’ and 1 ara 
3 bad not the foresight to lay anything aside against 
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a Rainy day. (Laughter.) What was the poor Finance Member to 
do ? We could not possibly postpone, as proposed by the Mover of thr$ 
motion, any question of assistance to the cotton mill industry until the 
next Budget. That is the effect of this motion for recommittal, because 
it is obvious that the matter could not be taken very much further 
during the present Session r if an attempt was made to recommit the 
Bill for the elaborate purpose ’ proposed by those who, have spoken in 
favour of this motion. The only thing therefore to do was either to 
regret our inability' to assist the mill industry altogether, or to do 
what we regarded as wrong in principle, namely, to give a privileged 
position in the matter of customs duty to a particular industry, or to set 
free from duty as many of these articles of machinery as possible in 
the interests, first of all of the mill industry, and secondly of the 
industries of the country as a whole. We found ourselves faced, 
therefore, with this position, and there was no margin. Fortunately, 
however, my Honourable friend'Sir George Rainy promises to return to 
me, at any rate so far as this year is concerned, some portion of the 
40 odd lakhs that we are giving up in the form of additional receipts 
from the Railways. I cannot, of course, at this stage, and still less 
could I at,the stage when a decision had to be reached, foresee how 
the year was going to work out. Up to date there is no particular 
reason to suppose that the estimates of revenue generally will be ex¬ 
ceeded. There is no particular reason either to suppose that the esti¬ 
mates of expenditure will fall far short, if at all short, of what was 
provided for. ,In the particular matter of railway receipts, as tilings 
stand *at present, there does appear to be a prospect that Sir George 
Rainy will give me,: back on the swings what he is taking away on the 
round-abouts. As regards next year, it is obviously impossible at this 
stage to make any /useful guess as to what the situation will be. If 
things go well, we shall certainly find ourselves in a better position than 
we were at the beginning of this year. The automatic effect of the 
sinking fund provision is always to leave some margin at the beginning 
of the next year. On the other hand, this year we are, as the House 
is aware, giving considerable hostages to fortune in .the matter of the 
provincial contributions. All that I can say as regards next year is 
that this 80 lakhs is an additional Rs. 80 lakhs over and above the 
Rs. 1-J crores which we have to find' either by economies or by some other 
means in order to balance the Budget next year without calling for the 
renewal ’ of the provincial contributions. I cannot, I think, usefully 
say more than that, but my object in rising to-day is to make clear 
to the House that the matter has been very fhlly and carefully considered 
by the Government of India and by the Finance Department, and that, 
all the pros and cons being weighed, we did feel that the recommendation 
made by the Tariff Board in favour of the cotton mill industry was one 
which we could not reject and that the only way in which we could 
accept it, or which would be in accordance with ' principle, would be 
to allow such remission as we gave to apply to machinery imported for 
Ihe purpose of all industries and not only to machinery imported for the> 
purpose of one particular industry. 

Mr. N. C. Kelkar (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : I rise to support the amendment of my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar. The net result of the Report of the Select 
Committee is to open the question of the tariff schedule at many points, 
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.and as my Honourable friend Sir Purshotamdas. Thakurdas has pointed 
out, since this Report was known abroad a number, of complaints have 
been received with regard to the Report and an amount of valuable 
material bearing on the points covered by the Report has also been 
received.'' Now, Sir, I quite admit that the proper moment for reopening 
the tariff schedule is really the month of February, that is, once a year. 
But if the Honourable the Commerce Member thinks that certain matters 
are so urgent that the tariff schedule may be reopened even in the middle 
of the year, then I contend he cannot insist upon opening at one end only. 
It must be reopened at either end, namely, in the direction'of reduction 
as well as in the direction of enhancement, where reduction may be 
necessary o-r where enhancement may be necessary. There may be some 
delay, of course, if this Bill is recommitted to the Select Committee. 
But I think that the delay is unavoidable, and . that delaj* is necessary 
in view of the contest that lies on maiiy of the points covered by the 
report of the Select Committee. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy, has already referred to the 
■complaint in relation to the type foundry industry, and I have received 
r similar complaint from'the Bombay type foundry industry. I will 
,pist place before the House a resolution passed at a meeting of the 
type, foundry owners of Bombay- on Tuesday, the 30th August 1927. 
'The Resolution is as follows : ' - 

“ This meeting of the Type Foundry Owners in Bombay, Held on 30th August 1927, 
strongly protest against the amendment of the Indian Tariff Act of 1894, so far as it 
affects Types, Leads, Lead and Brass Buies.... by the proposed removal of duties 
thereon as the same will be detrimental and suicidal to the infant Typo Foundry in¬ 
dustry of this country 1 and request the Government that with a view to protect and 
strengthen it, the existing duty on the above articles be enhanced to at least 15 per 
•cent, ad valorem 

The House will at once see that the ground of contest lies .as wide as 
from the total removal of the duty to enhancing the duty to full 15 per 
•cent. The field is very large, and the contest is, of course,'very keen. 
Therefore, it could not he said that 'if you keep the duty only at 24 per 
cent., or I will go further and say, if you keep it at 74 per cent., the 
objection is not removed, for, as has been pointed out, I think,' in the 
representation by the Chairman of the meeting of the Type Foundry 
Owners in Bombay to the Secretary-to the Government of India.In'the 
Commerce Department,' the fact is this. Even if you raise the. duty 
to 71 per cent, instead of ' removing it altogether, still a, largo dis- 
afivantage remains to this industry and in this way. There is, in the 
first place,'the 12| per cent, disadvantage owing to the ratio, and then, 
really speaking, the duty should be, as in .other cases, at full 15, per 
cent. But. instead of that, instead of having it at 15 per cent., if you 
only keep it at 7.4 per cent.','it comes to this ; there is 124 per cent, 
owing to exchange, 15 per "cent, not being there, that means a. total of 
274-per, cent., and you propose to remove the disadvantage to the extent 
of 7.4 per cent. That means that the industry remains at a disadvantage 
.still to the extent of 20 per cent. That, I think, is a legitimate com¬ 
plaint. .. The reasons for reopening-the subject . and- having the full 
revenue duty are, briefly, these. At present,,.the raw .materia] off.Vpis 
industry is taxed at 15 per cent., .but curiously- enough, .whereas the 
raw material is taxed the finished products are, not taxed if the duty is 
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totally removed. This type foundry industry is altogether new to this 
country. It has come into existence practically since the war and it has 
already begun to feel the pinch of competition with the German imports. 
Therefore, it is up to the Government to enhance the duty to the full 
15 per cent, on the type founds materials, so that protection may be 
' given to the home' industry. That, I suppose, makes out a ease for 
reopening the question. No one is satisfied* with the removal of the duty, 
no one is satisfied with the imposition of 2-3, per cent, duty, and no one 
will be satisfied even if the duty is imposed at'7f per cent. The demand 
, is for full 15 per cent., 'and that is a question which I submit deserves to 
he considered in the Select Committee. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru (Agra Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Dural) : Sir, I claim no infallibility for the Select Committee, but as one 
of its members, I must saj r that the Committee was not quite as negligent 
of the various interests which the Bill is concerned with as one might 
think from the speeches of the Honourable Members who have opposed the 
motion of my Honourable friend, Sir George Rainy. The question of the 
type industry was specifically considered, as has been acknowledged by my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Neogy. The Select Committee agreed to delete 
the word “ type ” from paragraph 8, Item 18-C. of the Schedule to the 
Bill. As regards the rest of the things to which Mr. Kelkar has* referred, 
the opinion of the type foundries was specially invited, both from Allah¬ 
abad and Bombay, and it is in accordance with the opinions forwarded 
by them that the, Honourable the Commerce Member has agreed to delete 
certain items from paragraph 8, Item 18-C. namely, brass rules, 
galleys, etc. 

Mr. N. C. Kelkar : Did you concede the full demand of that in¬ 
dustry ! 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : We have conceded that in our 
speeches. 

Pandit Hirday Nath'Kunzru : You did, but Mr. Kelkar does not. 
As regards Mr. Kelkar’s question, I* w r ill ausw r er it presently. 
I have not explained the situation fully yet. There is the question of 
increasing the duty on type and other things so as to help the Indian 
type industry. That was a point the consideration of which was not 
omitted by the Select Committee. We were, however, informed by the 
Honourable the Commerce Member that the subject had been referred 
to the Tariff Board and that if the Board recommended that protection 

• should be given to this industry it would. We would thus have another 
opportunity of discussing the matter and of increasing the duty should 
that be considered necessary. The Select Committee only concerned 
itself with seeing that the duty was not lowered below the existing level. 
We were not willing that, pending the grant of protection to the type 
industry, the little benefit that it enjoyed by the imposition of the duty 

• of 2i per cent, on foreign type should be taken away from it. We only 
agreed that the question of protection should be considered at a lat^r 
stage when the Tariff Board presented its report. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : We had no option. 

, Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Because we did not know what the 
amount of protection would be that would be needed bv the indigenous 
industry. 
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Then, Sir,.as regards artificial silk that was a point that was raised 
in this House and also considered by,, the Select Committee, and I for 
one thought that even those who had objected , to the lowering, of, the 
duty on artificial silk yarn agreed that.there was. no.,harm in the course 
adopted by Government. It was pointed out both in the House and in 
the Select Committee that the difference between the prices of real and 
■ artificial silk was sc great that there could . scarcely, be any reasonable 
fear that artificial silk would be used in place of real, silk. . .An Honour¬ 
able Member says that we were in the .region of opinions, and not of 
facts, when it was accepted by us that real silk sold at 5J rupees per 
pound while the price of artificial silk was 1-12-0 per pound. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : “ I buy it at that rate. ” The members of the 
Select Committee who know these things and who are connected with 
commerce and industry including my Honourable friend Sir Purshotam- 
-das Thakurdas did not challenge these figures. It:did not seem therefore 
to the members of the Select Committee that any harm would be done to 
the indigenous silk industry if artificial silk were subjected to a lower 
• duty. On the contrary it seemed to us that'so . long as there was no 
competition between foreign and home products'it might be well to let 

cheap artificial silk come in, so that the handloom weavers might benefit 
thereby. ; .. 


Mr. K. C. Neogy': You are a friend of'the handloom weavers." 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kumru : I believe we shall prove to be better 
iriends of the handloom weavers than those. Honourable Members who 

dustries t0 help them y esterda 'y at the expense of the indigenous .in-. 

third point is that the Select Committee’ considered whether 
16 mf? 1 ’ tiOT ' s proposed in the Bill would hurt the handloom 
■ y). nat was a point to which special attention .was devoted by 
+i° n r Ur i al5le friend Ml ‘. G - Duraiswami Aiyengar and after he had 
bo W9C t 1 ? ^ Sterns 18-A. and 18-B. I at any rate thought that 

satlsfied that the,handloom,industry;would be under no greater 
disadvantage than at present. . , , 

V***# a ,dissenting .minute by Mr, 

tbh NatHKunzru : I . was quite surprised when I saw 

item \ e "- ent through paragraph '8, 18-A and 18-B 

behalf of C ° ?°t remem ber that any. objection-was urged on 

in this paragraph^ 100111 lndustry to the inclusion of'any "item! mentioned 

plahmd^bv anPp 1 t° the financial question I may-say that as ex- 

Sew that mm , Purshotamdaa Thakurdas, :we simply took the point of 
the Tartff Board C ° uW b f r a loss of 85- lakhs. We knew that 

lakhs Now it ta. ! ™ exemption to the extent of 50 

selves\hat the e^mnro den r a° n + 116 sbaWin S of the, Tariff Board them- 
textile industries cau d he. entirely . confined to the 

would notTm-L +! T ? tG b . e im P 0S!5 fble to devise any ' way, which 
duty and confining rb °i? ee of exempting particular articles from 
1,0 the benefi t' of the exemption only to millowners; It 
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was evident therefore that, while the textile industry would gain largely 
as a result of the recommendations of , the Tariff Board, other, 
users of machinery would also benefit partly.. Now the Tariff Board 
recommended that an exemption of about • 50. lakhs should be granted. 
We may take it,- considering the benefit that would have accrued 
to other industries, that we would have had to make an exemption 
of about 65 or 70 lakhs. Thus at the outside there may be an 
unjustifiable loss of revenue to the tune of 15 or 20 lakhs. On that point 
too the Select-Committee considered the matter as carefully as it could 
within the short time at its disposal. It examined Mr. Lloyd of the 
Central'Board of Revenue and after hearing both what he and Sir George 
Rainy- had. to'say. We came regretfully to the conclusion that there was no 
means ,of altering the Schedules,to the Bill before us in such a way, as to 
benefit the'textile. industry and at the same time to save the State'from' 
an appreciable loss of revenue. That, we were told, would have involved 
such an elaboration of the tariff and such a prolonged inquiry as would 
havei prevented •’ us -from giving that help to the textile industry which it 
needed and which we were all desirous of giving to it.' It was after 
taking all these things into consideration, that the Select Committee made 
the recommendations contained in its Report. It may be that the Select 
Committee was mistaken in one or two respects but it did not do its work 
half as perfunctorily as one may suppose from the speeches of Honour¬ 
able Members who have attacked its Report. ' 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay City : Non-Muhammaclan Urban) • 
I rise to support the amendment of my Honourable friend Mr. Ranga- 
swami Iyengar. Before doing so I would like with your permission 
Sir, to refer to a short notice question of which I had given notice. I 
understand, Sir, that it has been -placed oh record that T was absent when 
the question' was reached when as a matter of fact I did not -even 
know that-the question was admitted ; if yem will permit me..... 

Mr. President : Is it for this, purpose that, the Honourable Member 
has -risen ! i ’ ' 


Mr. Jamnadas M.,Mehta : If you will permit me, Sir.. 

Mr. President : Will the Honourable Member restrict himself to 
the motion before the House ... » - • . , v ' . - - - -• 


- , Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Very' well, Sir. I confess, Sir, that the 
result of the division yesterday was very disappointing to me But if 
it disappoints it. does not discourage, because I believe that- truth must 
he-adhered to all along and always. To-day, Sir, I wish to. raise two or 
three questions of importance in connection with this Bill This is thp 
second Bill which professes to. give some protection to'the mill industnr 
I think, .Sir, the principles of protection were laid down by the Fiscal 
Commission and were subsequently followed by Sir George Rainv himself 
in the Tata iron and steel inquiry, and if I am not very much‘mistaken 
the mam principle was that if, as a result of an inquiry you decided 
to give protection to any industry, then yon should give adequate nro 
tection. Inadequate protection, it'was stated, was-worse than no nro 
tection at. all.. Consider the strain on‘the consumer ,- consider your 
, finances ; consider the question from every point of view /but once having 
,.decided Wgive.protection give adequate protection or none at all , 
f the,right principle of protection ; if. you do not give adequate’ nro 
tection you waste so much public money. You penalise the consumer 
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without any advantage .and in the end the industry gets no real assistance.. 
The consumer consents or must consent-, to some temporary sacri- 
fiee and inconvenience' because as a result of the 
12 Noon. internal competition that will set in on account of 
protection he will get the protected article much cheaper.... .. 

. Mr. President : Order, order. . The .Honourable Member must speak 
to. the motion. The motion before the House is that the. Bill be recom¬ 
mitted, to the 8eiect Committee. 

Mr. ■ Jamnadas M. Mehta And I say, Sir, that it should be recom¬ 
mitted. This Bill does not give any real protection to the mill industry 
as it professes to do. I am pointing out that any measure which does 
not give adequate protection is against the findings and recommenda¬ 
tions of the Fiscal Commission. 

Mr. President : I am afraid it is too far-fetched an argument toi 
the purposes of the motion. , ■ .•,"*» 

. Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Is it far-fetched to show that this Bill 
gives no j adequate protection and is therefore against the principle of 
protection ? ‘ 

Mr. President : I have already said so. >. • 


Mr. Jamnadas M.. Mehta : .It is far-fetched ; very-well. Then even 
if the Bill .violates the principles of protection I should not say any¬ 
thing. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member must confine himself to 
the motion before the House. I have often noticed that the Honourable 
Member.begins from the commencement of the.history of the question 
on which he speaks. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : With all respect, Sir, that is not correct. 


Mr. President : Will the Honourable Member confine himself to the - 
motion before the House ? 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : And I submit with the greatest respect 
that I am entitled to show that the Bill does not give adequate protec¬ 
tion. 

Mr. President : And the Chair has ruled .that the Honourable .Mem¬ 
ber is not entitled to do so on this particular motion.- , . 

5Jr.. Janinadas f M...Mehta.Thank you,. Sir.- If ,: I'must be, ruled out 
of order my only courser is to show 7 that this so-called protection, must not 
be given on, other grounds., It liaS >been - stated that the* 'full effect of 
this’Bill on the revenues, of this Country would be a' loss of 35 lakhs a 
year while the. benefit to the mill industry‘would be only 50 lakhs. ' The 
figures given by the, Tariff Board show that-this country manufactures 
about 680.million yards of yarn and usesWOO million bound's of yarn 
for the manufacture of cloth ; so that -the stores and 1 machinery used 
for. the manufacture-of yarn-and cloth- are- 686 million pounds plus 705 
million pounds - which means-that first of all:ih the process of manu¬ 
facturing the. yarn and secondly m the’process'of manufacturing cloth 
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out of that yarn, the machinery and stores required will be spread over 
1,400 millions of pounds of yarn. And the relief according to the 
Tariff Board in a full year is'50 lakhs, which is 5 'millions of rupees. 
So the relief' to the mill industry for 1,400 million pounds of yarn will 
be 5 millions of rupees, 'which works out at,barely half a pie per pound 
of yarn. And if the reduction of the cost, of production by half a pie 
per pound on yarn is the Only protection that is given to this industry 
for the loss of 85'lakhs of revenue, I do not think that the tax-payer 
should be mulcted out of that 85 lakhs of rupees. Because, if there is 
any object in protection, the object is that the industry should he able 
to stand against foreign competition as a result of the reduction in the 
cost of production by the remission of duty. But I have still to learn 
that a reduction of half a pie per pound in the cost of production will 
have the remotest chance of assisting the industry in competing With 
foreign imports. -And if that is not so, Sir, the result of the remission 
of duty on machinery and stores which we are asked to make to-day, 
amounts only to so much remission of taxation, and this Bill is not a 
measure of protection but a measure of relief to the tax-payer. There¬ 
fore, it becomes necessary to see whether it is desirable that a remission 
of taxation should be undertaken at this stage, and if it must he under¬ 
taken, whether ’ these particular articles ought to have priority or 
whether there is any other claimant who demands and deserves priority. 
I submit that on a proper consideration of the ease it will he found that 
if this measure is merely a measure for relief of taxation,' then, Sir, 
between those who are to benefit by this measure and those other 
claimants to lehef, the House must give priority to the latter. There 
is the poor man who pays the salt tax ; there is the man who is being 
penalised by the half anna postcard and high railway rates and fares ; 
and there is lastly the tax-payer who is being mulcted to the tune of 
5 crores a year in the name of debt redemption. These people, Sir, I 
claim have a prior right to relief than the importers of machinery, the 
residt of which xelief will be that foreign manufacturers, mainly English, 
will he the real gainers by this measure. In ancient times, Sir, all roads 
used to lead to Rome. In modern times, in India at least, all measures 
lead to the relief of England. That is the misfortune of this country. 
This is the third time in the last eight months, Sir, .that a measure which 
pretends to give j'rotection to an Indian industry is being used really 
for the purpose of benefiting the alien manufacturers and importers. 
If you must give relief, have you examined whether these other claimants 
to whom I have referred have a better claim than the importers of 
machinery and manufacturers abroad or not ?' The House must without 
hesitation come to the conclusion that if the mill industry benefits only 
to the tune of half a pie per pound—which works out to a relief of some¬ 
thing like Re. 1 in Rs. 288—if that is the only shadowy and imaginary 
reduction in the cost of production to the mill industry, and if rhe measure 
is really to operate to the relief of importers of foreign machinery and 
of foreign manufacturers, then, Sir, I submit this House ought to halt 
and consider whether priority in the matter of relief should not be given 
to more deserving claimants* than those who are being benefited under 
this measure. That is the submission which I make to this House. 
Lastly. I associate myself with my friend Mr. Ivelkar in what he has 
said about type foundries and* the disabilities under which they are 
labouring. 'As my-friend Mr. Kunzru has said, the matter is under 
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the consideration of the'Tariff 1 Board and therefore, we. have,no alterna¬ 
tive but to wait!' : And I agree with my friend Mr.. Kunzru rhat whatever 
could ; be done in ihe Select Committee has been done and the amendment, 
standing 'in the name of .the Honourable the Commerce Member .also 
indicates that that question has been considered. But, apart from that, 
Sir, 1 do not see the slightest reason why this 85 lakhs of .rupees should 
be given away. The Indian treasury is not overflowing; with money, 
I understand, but if it is and relief to the tax-payer, can be given, I;. submit 
once for all that the claimants'to whom I. have referred .must, be given 
priority. . . . ... 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests).: Sir,d was some¬ 
what surprised at the, attitude of some .of the speakers on this occasion. 
It was said by my Honourable friend Mr. Jamnadas Mehta ; that : the 
mill industry is in great trouble at present. .1 feel, .Sir, .that if the mill 
industry is in great trouble at present, it is due to the fact that’ the 
cloth .which is being produced is dearer compared to the purchasing 
power of the consumers. If we agree to this that the main' difficulty 
of the mill industry is due to the fact that the ■ poor people do not 
possess sufficient purchasing power, I think, Sir, the method of protec¬ 
tion which is adopted in this Bill is the right method, of -protection; 
This is a method of protection by which cloth is likely to be. cheaper 
than to-day and if we cheapen cloth, there will be greater : sale of cloth 
and on the whole the mill industry will begin to prosper: • I‘am there¬ 
fore surprised that those who want that the mill industry should prosper 
should on some ground oppose this measure. : 

Then, Sir, 1 am also surprised at the solicitude shown by some mem¬ 
bers of the Swaraj Party for the revenues of the Government of India. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : Not for the revenues, .the tax-payers, 
please. .. , , - . 

Mr; N. M. Joshi : Tax-payers. All right. Now; Sir, the,tax-payers’ 
taxes are being reduced, not increased; and if tlieir solicitude’: 

' Mr. A. Rangaswami 'Iyengar : Which is the’tax-payer ? • 

.Mr. N. M. Joshi ; I am coming to that point'. • Sir; they are therefore 
solicitous , about the, revenues of .the Government; of India and I am 
in one sense glad that after all- the members of that Party have begun 
to take interest in the welfare of the Government of India.- (Laughter.) 
Now, Sir, there is the :question of the • reduction of taxation and wliic.h 
form of. taxation should have priority. • I am one of those people who 
believe that the indirect taxes of the Government of India are much 
larger compared to the direct.- The Taxation Committee’s Report has 
made it clear that the indirect taxation has-,gone up so much that the 
Government of India should take steps to reduce, that. In conformity 
with this suggestion of ;the , Taxation Committee’s Report, the Govern¬ 
ment of India’s proposals are at least much better than other proposals 
which have been-approved of by-the members of the opposing party: 
*ow- there is-no doubt that if, the salt tax had been reduced instead 
of the. tax on machinery being reduced;-I should have preferred it. 
(near hear.) But let the Members .who oppose it remember that if 
the salt tax was not reduced the responsibility for that at least partly 
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was due to the fact that many members of that party were noc present 
at the time of the voting. • , ( * 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is merely n riUcising the 
Party and not the Bill. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Sir, I was only showing that if the salt tax was 
not reduced. 

Mr. President : Order, order. 

' Mr. N. M. Joshi : I am not going into that matter. But. Sir, leaving 
aside the salt tax (Laughter), let ns take taxation as a whole, and from 
that point of i lew the proposals of reducing taxation on machinery 
which outers into production is a much better reduction of taxation 
than any other taxation that may be reduced. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : Not even postage ? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Well, Sir, you will not allow me to discuss postage. 
But if you ask my opinion in one word as regards postage, 1 feel that 
the reduction of taxation which enters into production of articles con¬ 
sumed by the poorest people must be given priority. 

Mr. President : .Order, order. The Chair has noticed that some 
Members of this House have made particular questions their own and 
they refer to them over and over again, no matter what the question 
under discussion is. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Unfortunately, Sir, this question of the priority 
of taxation did crop np. So, both from the point of view that cloth 
will be cheapened if we adopt this Bill and from the point of view 
that the indirect taxation of the Government of India will be reduced, 
as recommended b,v the Taxation Committee, I hope, Sir, that this House 
will adopt this motion. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; Sir, my Honourable colleague, 
the Finance Member, has already dealt with one aspect of the motion for 
recommittal moved by my friend Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar. I shall there¬ 
fore confine myself to the other aspect of the case and the reasons given 
by various Members why the Bill should he recommitted. One of these 
reasons came to me with a certain shock of surprise, because it had not 
occurred to me that intemperate haste was a plausible accusation which 
could he brought against the Government in this matter. The Honour¬ 
able Mover suggested that the Schedule to the Bill had been hastily com¬ 
piled, that it appeared that the matter -had not been fully considered, and 
in particular that it had not been considered to what extent the sacrifice 
of revenue by the removal of the duty on particular articles would actually 
accrue to the benefit of the cotton mill industry. Now, Mr. President, I 
took some pains when I moved the motion for referring the Bill to a Select 
Committee to explain that, so far as the various materials are concerned— 

I put aside for the moment the question of machinery—that so far as these 
materials are concerned, the list of stores contained in the Tariff Board 
Report had been carefully scrutinised by the Government of India in order* 
to select those articles where the removal of the duty would benefit the 
cotton mill industry substantially, that is to say, where the cotton mills 
were the principal consumers. I gave one or two examples in that speech 
to illustrate the kind of test that the Government of India had applied 
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in arriving at tlie list embodied in the Bill. One of them I gave was 
aniline and alizarine. dye, where the sacrifice of revenue is about Rs. 25 
lakhs and where it is expected that three-fourths of that sum would accrue 
lo the benefit of the cotton mill industry. But there are several other • 
Cases that could be given. There is the ease of starch, where the port of 
Bombay takes 87 per cent, of the imports and where it appears extremely 
probable that the cotton mills take over 80 per . cent, of the total imports. 
Another case is tallow. The port of Bombay takes 84 per cent, of the 
imports. There again the natural inference is that the reason why so 
much of tlie tallow goes to Bombay is the requirements’of the cotton mills! 

I could give several other examples, but I do not want to go into too much 
■detail. On the other hand, we'excluded from the, Schedule those materials 
where the removal of the duty would probably accrue mostly to the benefit 
•of other industries. As an example of that,. I might take soda ash where 
Bengal takes 58 per cent, of the imports and Bombay less than 15 per cent. 
It .is obvious that if we removed that duty the greater part of the benefit 
would not go to the cotton mills. Therefore, we left that duty alone. 
Another example was caustic soda, where Bombay,,took only 18 per cent- 
■of the imports, and it was obvious that the cotton mills were not the principal 
•consumers. Now, all that was done before' 'the Government of 
India published their Resolution on the 7th June. If there' had been any 
.strong reason why the duty should-not be removed from any of these 
stores, I should have expected that long ere this the matter would have 
been made very plain, and that in all probability when the reference to 
tile Select Committee was moved Members would have risen, to point out 
that it w T as not desirable that the duty should be removed .from particular 
articles. Then, again, I should have expected that.when the Bill returned 
from the Select Committee, notice would have been given of a number 
of amendments suggesting that the duty should not be removed from some 
of these stores. But what is the actual state of affairs ?! I do not think 
any Honourable Member raised a question of that kind in the discussion 
for a reference to the Select Committee.' The only omission from the list 
of which notice has been given is that of artificial silk yarn. Therefore, 

I think, Mr. President, that no case has been made out at all as’regards 
a recommittal of the Bill with regard to the particular stores which are 
enumerated in the Schedule to the Bill. As regards* the artificial silk yarn, ■ 
I think it will be convenient if I defer anything I have to * say until'the 
motion for the omission of this item is moved by one or other of the two 
Honourable Members who have given notice of amendments: :* In any case, 
that is a matter which the Assembly could’ perfectly well' decide for itself. 
It is a very simple question whether or not the' duty on artificial silk yarn 
should.be reduced from 15 per cent, to 74 per cent., and’there would be 
no necessity on 'that particular matter to refer the Bill back to the Select 
Committee.’ ' ' • f . ■ ; 

3 come now to the question of machinery. Before. dealing with the 
point, raised by my friend Mr. Kellcar about printing. materials, I should 
like to say. a word on the. more general aspect of the case. : Here, again, the 
proposals, of the Government of India were, made public on the 7th of June- 
lash a nd if there had-been a strong feeling on the part of manufacturers in 
c o-, 1 tllCU ' mtere .sts were likely to be seriously- injured by the removal 
opt he 24-per cent, of duty on machinery, I should-have. expected that 
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to-day Members would have been springing up from all over the House 
with specific proposals or with specific objections to the removal of the 
duty from a particular kind of machinery. I have listened with interest 
to the debate of to-day, but except as regards the printing materials such 
as type, brass rules, and so on, I have not heard any specific ease brought 
forward, and I think it is a fair inference in the circumstances that it is 
not likely that the removal of this duty will materially injure any manu¬ 
facturing industry in this country. Nevertheless, it will always be open to 
the manufacturers of any particular kind of machinery to approach the 
Tariff Board or to approach the Government of India and to raise the ques¬ 
tion whether, in fairness, some duty ought not to be imposed on the 
particular kind of machinery they make. 

I will how come to the point raised by my friend Mr. Kelkar as regards 
the printing materials, of which the most prominent example is printing 
type. That was a question which definitely came before the Select Com¬ 
mittee, and I was particularly anxious to meet the "wishes expressed by 
various Honourable Members on that point because probably it was not 
realised at the time when our Resolution of the 7th of June was published 
that our proposals covered printing machinery and materials. Very likely 
p. good many of the type-making firms did not realise what was intended 
until the Bill was actually published. Therefore, in the Select Committee 
I agreed that the status quo should be maintained'where possible. The 
Committee itself omitted printing type from the Schedule and I under¬ 
took to make inquiries to see whether it would be administratively possible 
to maintain the status quo with regard to certain other items also. I made 
these inquiries and the result is the amendment to the Bill which now 
stands in my name. The effect of the amendment is merely to maintain 
the status quo with regard to the articles. In the circumstances, that seems 
to be fair and reasonable. But my fi'iend Mr. Kelkar says that the Select 
Committee ought to have gone further and therefore he would refer the 
Bill back to the Select Committee in order that they may reconsider the 
matter. What he desires the Select Committee to do is to consider the 
question of imposing a protective duty, in the interests of the type manu¬ 
facturers, on these various articles which are enumerated in my amend¬ 
ment. Mr. President, this seems to me to be quite outside the scope of the 
Bill. I am not raising a point of order ; it is a point of substance. After 
all, this Bill is a Bill for the reduction and removal of duties. On the 
question of the amount of protection that may be required by the manu¬ 
facturers of types in India, there is really no information of any kind 
before the House except that my Honourable friend Mr. Kelkar has told 
us what the type manufacturers think they ought to get. I think it is 
quite clear, Mr. President, that if the Bill was referred back to the Select 
Committee, they would find themselves in a position in which they could 
make no recommendation whatever. As Mr. Neogy has pointed out, there 
is already an application in connection with the manufacture of type 
pending before the Tariff Board. Obviously, the thing to do is to wait 
until the Tariff Board have considered that matter and, meanwhile, to 
maintain the status quo. 

I do not think it is necessary, Mr. President, that I should reply in 
detail to the speech of my Honourable friend Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, which 
was definitely a speech, not in favour of the motion for recommittal, but 
against the consideration of the Report of the Select Committee. I would 
only say this that, as far as I can make out, all classes have his sympathy 

b 2 
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except the consumer, and he is prepared to assist the Bombay millowners 
provided it is done in exactly the way that he considers is the best. But 
if it is not done in that way, then it is impossible to secure his vote. I 
fear I must, therefore, abandon the hope of securing his vote for the motion 
I have moved to-day. 

Mr. President : The original question was : 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, as reported by the 
Select Committee be taken into consideration. ’ ’ 

Since which the following amendment has been moved : 

“ That the Bill as reported by the Select Committee be recommitted to that Com¬ 
mittee. ’ ’ 

The question I have to put is that that amendment be made. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : The question now is : 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, ns reported by ihe 
Select Committee be taken into consideration.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That clause 2 do stand part of the Bill.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 


Mr. President : If Honourable Members desire that the Chair should 
determine the result of voting by voices properly, they should cry out 
" Aye ” or “ No ”. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That the Schedule do stand part of the Bill.” 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, I move : 

‘‘ paragraph 8 of the Schedule to the Bill, in the proposed item 18-C, the 
f (1 ., b , T T ™} cs ’ and the nords ‘ leads, uooden and metal quoins, shooting sticks 
and gallejs and the words, 1 metal furniture , 9 be omitted y \ ® 

This amendment, Mr. President, is closely connected with a consequential 
amendment mi this Bill which will be moved later. As I explained a few 
ag °r A 1C ob «l ect of this amendment is to maintain the status quo 
VbtJ oi , the 1 '[ ai ’ 10us Panting materials enumerated in the amendment. 
cLv W ment P i SSed ’ tlie effect b e that the 24 per cent, 

the rlutv .f h ? Se “ aterials - It is considered desirable that 

the t n„S! d b ^. retained for the present in order to avoid prejudice to 

has reeentlv wVct tj ’P e an ^ similar articles, an industry which 

industry his an m In ^ a ‘ leas . t one connected with that 

Th " Sve “men? P S PCnd ^° be * ore the Tariff Board for protection. 

A * e 4 nm ent of India consider that in ---- ■■ • - ■ 

ia ie status quo should he maintained. 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 


circumstances it is fair 



THE INDIAN TARIPE (AMENDMENT) BILE. 


4139 


Mr. M. S. Sesha Ayyangar (Madura and Ramnad cum Tinnevelly : 
Non-Muliammadan Rural) : Sir, 1 beg to move that paragraph 10 of the 

Schedule to the Bill be omitted : 1 

} 

Sir, paragraph 10 states : 

* i i * t ? ’ | 

“ After Item No. 43, under the heading ‘ yarns and textile fabrics ’ the follow¬ 
ing item shall be inserted, namely : 

43 AjArtiSeial silk, yarn and * * * silk thread Ad valorem |7l pei cent.” 

Sir, this particular item came under the general heading “ yarn and 
textile fabrics ” which occurs in Item 100 of the present Tariff Act. 
The import duty levied thereon was 15 per cent, ad valorem. Now, this 
particular Item is singled out of that particular denomination for favour¬ 
able terms, namely that the import duty of this particular Item should be 
reduced from 15 per cent, to 71 per cent.- I invite the attention of the 
House to the fact that no ease has been made ont by the Government for 
this partial treatment of this particular item. At a previous stage of the 
debate, when this Bd 1 was referred to the Select Committee, I invited the 
attention of the House to the fact that this particular item needed some 
examination, rather a' close examination. I na+urally expected that the 
Honourable the Commerce Member, when he moved his motion to-day, 
would give us further information about, this particular item, especially 
in virtue of the fact that two amendments have been tabled for discussion 
on this matter. But I was disappointed. I might also at the outset sub¬ 
mit to the House that so far as this particular item is concerned, though 
it came directly after the Tariff Board Report, it has no relation what¬ 
ever to the findings of the Tariff Board Report ; because nowhere in the 
Tariff Board’s Report is any mention made of this particular item, arti¬ 
ficial silk yarn and silk thread. The matter was not before the Tariff 
Board at all. But, in response to a request on my part for information 
upon this matter, the Honourable the Commerce Member was pleased to 
tell us in a previous stage of the Bill tha‘t this originated from a request 
made by the Bombay Chamber of Commerce. This occurred about 16 
or 17 months ago. Later, the Honourable Member also added, that in 
April of this year when he was conferring with the millowners of 
Bombay, mention was also made of this fact. But in the Government of 
India Resolution which was first published upon the recommendations 
of the Tariff Board—which virtually turned down the recommendations 
of the Tariff Board—this matter was not mentioned at all. The House 
might also remember that there was a deputation of the millowners of 
Bombay which waited on His Excellency the Viceroy and we were 
informed that, in the course of the deputation, certain further exten¬ 
sion of articles to be exempted from import duty were set forth by 
the millowners. "We are not aware—at any rate it has not been men¬ 
tioned—that in that deputation either, was any mention made of this 
particular item of artificial silk yarn and silk thread. I take it, it was 
not mentioned at all by the deputationists. But all the same, closely 
after that deputation when the Government of India issued a com¬ 
munique, dated the 7th June, the following passage was incorporated 
in that communique : 

'‘ The Government of India are anxious however to do whatever is possible to 
minimise the burden on the haudloom industry. With this object and also to facilitate 
the diversification of the mill production they have decided to include in the proposals to 
be placed before the Legislature a reduction from 15 per cent, to per cent, on the 
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duty on artificial silk yarn which is being used in increasing quantities both by the 
hundloom weavers and by the cotton mills ”. 

Now, this is tlie first information that we had about the intention of the 
Government of India to bring in this particular item for this favourable* 
treatment. Now, as I said, it is incumbent upon this House to see s 
whether any case has been made out for the singling out of this item 
or for the favourable treatment of this item. My submission would be 
that absolutely no case has been made out for this favourable treatment. 
The House will also consider whether the sacrifice of revenue involved 
in this reduction of import duty is justified under any circumstances. 
In response to my request for information, it was said the other day 
that the total imports of* artificial silk yarn from Italy amounted to 6 
million lbs. and from the United .Kingdom, about 6,50,000 lbs. And we 
were also informed that the price of this. artificial silk yarn or thread 
was about Rs. 1-12-0 a lb. Now, on a rough calculation, of the import 
duty which this kind of yarn was paying to the Government, .it comes 
to about 15 lakhs of rupees ; and this suggested reduction of that by one- 
half will involve a sacrifice of about 71 lakhs. Now I would ask the 
House to consider whether really there is any case made • out for this 
sacrifice of 74 lakhs of rupees. Now it may be possible ; in fact, it will 
c commendable if the textile industry is protected by this introduction 
or a new item. I have been at some pains to get information as to 
whether this artificial silk yarn or thread is really used by the cotton 

tcx il ) 0 n 1 ,?^ ay T eIsew ^ r( ? or . if * affords any relief at all to the 

WW d f r ^ aS t0ld ttat does not reall >* benefit the' textile 

milll nf a! a > ' In f f Ct ’ d does not & lve an y relief whatsoever to the 

ai’tificfinl ° r - else 'Z here m India. But I have been told that this 

some finish 1 ^ 3 ii “ USed S ? e ! hat ’ in mills for the purpose of giving 
Bombfv and cls?wW eCe 'lT ° ds 1 1 hat are P roduccd in the cotton mills of 
tee ; n°" V ’ tbe onlj : question then would be, whether 

advinhw if nf let at all to the millowners and there being this - 
Bombay^—whpthor ? ms k to piece-goods manufactured in 

lakhs of runces N t0 seeure tbat end this large sacrifice of about 74 
• f lupees is necessary. I commend that matter to the House. 

introduction of tlS? by *£? Ho ? 01 f abl e Sir George Rainy that by the 
production of vm-n a.Tt! IV 6 branch of trade bkel.y to benefit is the 
of Italy In sunnorf of !\ at tbe great bulk of tliat trade is in the bands 

brought to Ve notfce of S J ere A f iven T the %nres I have already 
measure while nnt K mo <;r House. Now I would submit that this 
available to L ^ millowner, while making it if at all 

does not at all benefit + 5 ° glVe SOme . to their piece-goods, it 

People of Ind a ffi 3 ' other community or any other section of the 

I just now read out l° M m th ? Govemm « communique, that 

lmndloom indiistrv ’ T ISf the burden on the 

Honourable the Commerce Memf 1 unab ? e I° dow that nor has the 
in. this House as ^ how thl t tv t0 m& or an - y0Me else 

minimise the burden on the ha oduction of this neiv item is going to 
™cans to sav that this hendlon di industry. If, a s I take it, he 

Tariff Act that was mssed veT f dns %’ that imder tb e earlier 

PaSS6d yesterday with the high percentage of duty 
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on yarn provided therein, may find relief’in this imported artificial silk 
yarn for their use,—if that is what is meant by the Honourable the 
Commerce Member then I submit that is to argue in a vicious circle. 
If the handloom industry is to get relief, .then the opposition that was 
put up yesterday should not have been negatived. How to say that 
by the introduction of this new item you hope to relieve or minimise 
the distress of the handloom industry upon which a burden is really 
east by the passing of yesterday’s Bill,—I submit that argument is not 
right. 

Now the next object to which the communique refers is to faeili- 
- tate a diversification of the mill production. In fact, I am not aware 
of any diversification which will result in the end ; and I submit that 
both the objects which are specifically mentioned in this communique 
of Government have not been made out. Let us consider for a moment 
what could have been the intention, if at all, of introducing this new 
item. We were told yesterday by the Honourable the Commerce Mem¬ 
ber, and we know also from statistics, that so far as medium counts of 
yarn are concerned, China is importing very largely, and so far as silk 
also is concerned, we know as a matter of fact that we have increasing 
imports of silk goods from China. We were told yesterday 'that 1 Italy 
takes no doubt the lead in imports of artificial silk yarn and the’United 
Kingdom comes next. 5 Now I have a shrewd suspicion that the intention 
of this may be to hit China and to prefer the United Kingdom and Italy 
in the long run. That is my view. It was with that view in my mind 
that I put the question to the Honourable Member at an earlier stage of 
the discussion of this" Bill ; but I have not been replied to by the Honour¬ 
able" Member ; and my misgivings to-day are not yet satisfied. I repeat that 
it looks to me as if the intention is more to hit China and to prefer Italy and 
the United Kingdom. It looks’like a preference of the West to the East 
and I need not dilate upon that further or enlarge the argument. That 
feeems to me the thing which underlies this proposal. ' 

) .< "i 

I may also suggest, as was pointed out by my Honourable friend 
Mr. Neogy, that he has received certain communications from Plassey. 
So far as Bengal, Assam and Bihar and Orissa are concerned, there is no 
doubt the silk industry is thriving now. Now it would indirectly hit the 
silk industry also: We were told the other day by the Honourable the 
Commerce Member that tlie relative prices of these two seem to be so far 
apart that it was not possible to conceive that the one industry would be 
bit by the other, because when silk piecegoods sell at Ks. 5J a yarn, aUi- 
ficial silk yarn sells at Rs. 1-12-0 a lb. Now the Honourable the Com¬ 
merce Member forgot this important fact, ibat when there is this counter¬ 
feit thing largely coming in, there will be a great impetus given io the 
introduction of artificial silk cloths and the vast bulk of the people of this 
country will take more and more to the fabric, artificial silk, in preference 
to the indigenous silk. Now that is a point which cannot be overlooked, 
and that is a point which I dare say was overlooked by the Honourable the 
Commerce Member. Our apprehension in that direction is that the genuine 
silk industry will be very badly hit by the introduction, in this nice fashion, 
of a lower duty on this artificial silk yarn and thread in tins country. 
Whether it hits the handloom industry or any other industry, there will 
be this additional temptation for the people, by the greater facility of this 
import of artificial silk, to take to that kind of fabric in preference to the 
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genuine indigenous silk in the country. Might I also’submit that'in Bay 
own constituency there are three places where silk and silk fabrics are very 
largely manufactured, and my apprehension is that in addition to the 
other disadvantages which accrue from, the introduction of this particular 
item it will directly hit. in the long run the} indigenous silk industry of 
India. I would also submit that if at all this will be giving an indirect 
temptation to people in this country to prefer this counterfeit thing to the 
genuine silk article. And by way of substantiating what I said a few 
minutes ago about my apprehension that China will be hit, I would refer 
this House to the item—Item 134 of the present Tariff Act—articles which 
are liable to duty at 30 per cent, ad valorem —silk piece-goods and other 
manufactures of silk not otherwise specified 45A. Now, silk from C hina 
to-day has to pay a duty of 30 per cent, ad valorem. With this additional 
facility of importing artificial silk from Italy and artificial silk, yarn and 
thread from the United Kingdom at a diminished rate of duty, of 74 per 
cent., I submit it has been shown clearly how it affects silk imports from 
China. 1 


Lastly, Sir, I would submit that, in addition to the. fact that this sacri¬ 
fice or revenue involved m these proposals has no corresponding advantage. 
l f + ? lvm Z relief t0 tbe millowners, it actually has the prospect of 
S iT Silk indnstl- y and would force us to 

f cTr r J taly r d the T J mted Ku) S dom at our expense.' With these words 
oir, i move this amendment..- ■ . 

Kumar Ganganand Sinha (Bhagalpur, Purnea and Santhal Par 
ganas ; Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I intervene' in this debate only to 

SaTirLZ? 01 ? ^ H T ura <i le :&£. 

the indigenous ilk T If wJlich is vitajly. interested in 

the House benefit* tii l ■ Yn uld . like to know how the proposal-before 
Honourablef^d Sh f ndlo0m mdust i7 and the silk industry. My 

that the retention of this itlm^hf the°BiIl ^ f hCm - n ra f h cr exhaustively 
owners to any appreciable exte^f th * B 11 lS ',“ ot going, to benefit the mill- 
will give very little protection to i-hff a matt ® r ^ ^ act the Bill if passed 
contrary, the artifiefal tik I J ^ 1 am afraid, on the 

ContinentA &JSttoIndS^ Sf? ?* ?***? . Kingdom and' the 
indigenous silk industry in tki market and will injuriously affect * the 
trade of India show that Tl . e stat istics of the- sea-borne 

imported into this country fiumYhTunffl?TT °u arti *^ ial siIk is bein S 
and Italy. That being so I would Y ingd °f' Germany, Prance 

Honourable Member to an evfr^t r 11 . 7 to T> draw tIle attention of the 
turn Report of 1925-26, which describe 1 td BlIiar a ^ d Orissa Administra- 
at Bhagalpur, the place in whi^ f C °I\ dltlon of the -silk trade 
reads: pmee m which I am particularly interested. It 

SS in introducing new 

SSK" £ e i££ 

ore now being usodui Bhagal por “own.> ’’ llc a We number .of fly-shuttle 
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Under these circumstances, Sir, I would be_ opposed-to any measure; that 
would in •• any , way impair the indigenous, silk trade. Sir, I support the 
amendment. . , , ) 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Sir, I'rise to-support'this amendment. I am,not 
going to repeat wh'at X' said this morning''on the subject ; but I would 
refer to one 'observation made by my Honourable friend Mr. Kunzru. 
He said that the principal consideration that weighed with the Select 
Committee was that this Bill to a certain extent relieved the handloom 
weave!,-, for 'the reduction of the duty on artificial silk would act as a 
relief to them. /Sir,' my Honourable friend after doing his best to injure 
the handloom industry, is now anxious to mete out step-motherly affection. 
Yesterday he made a. proposal that Rs. 12 lakhs should be set apart for 
the benefit of the'handloom industry, in the provinces a proposal which on 
the accepted official, interpretation of the Devolution Rules, I think, it 
would be difficult for the Government of India to give effect to. Here is 
another proposal of my friend Mr. Kunzru to give some indirect relief 
to .the handloom industry. Let us analyse the position for a moment. 
Mr. Kunzru is anxious that the indigenous yarn industry should be pro¬ 
tected. That was the reason why, I think, he voted in favour of the 
measure that we passed yesterday. At the same time he is prepared to agree 
here to a measure which' would enable artificial silk to be imported at a 
cheap rate and which would enable it to compete more or less success¬ 
fully with that very indigenous yarn which he wants to protect. I do not 
know whether my friend is aware of the inconsistency of his position. 

• Pandit Hirday Nath , Kunzru : He is more consistent than you. 

Mr, K. G. Neogy': My Honourable friend further stated that, as 
the difference iii the price of artificial silk and real silk was very great, 
.and as Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas did not, think that the reduction of 
-duty, would, affect it in any way, he did,not see any.reason to object to this 
proposal; . 1 

Sir, so far as the question as to whether the difference in the price of 
indigenous silk and artifical silk yarn is very great or not it is a question 
of fact undoubtedly, and when I read out a complaint from a silk centre 
in Bengal that artificial silk had, as a matter of fact, done a lot of injury 
to the indigenous silk industry that, I submit is also a question of fact. 
But my Honourable friends Mr. Kunzru and Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas 
fancy that they are quite safe in coining to the conclusion that the 
indigenous industry will not be injured at all. Sir, I repeat what I said 
this morning that we want facts, and not the theory of Honourable Mem¬ 
bers while we are dealing with this serious question. 

Sir there is one point to which- reference was made by ay friend Mr. 
Shcsha Ayyanger, and that was whether this reduction in* duty is likely to 
benefit England at all. The Honourable Member in charge the other "day 
pointed out that it was Italy which exported artificial silk yarn in larger 
quantities, and although. England came second, the difference between 
England and Italy in point of import was very great. As a matter of 
fact, he pointed out that in the year 1926-27, Italy had , exported about 
six times the quantity that England exported to India. Sir. I have 
looked up the more recent figures. Take the seven months of the year 
1927, .January to r »Tuly, the latest period for. which figures are available. 
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Tn this period of seven months, England has exported 8,25,000 and odd 
pounds, whereas Italy has exported 17,34,000 and odd pounds ; that 
is to say, the proportion is not 6 to 1, but 2 to 1, and as. a further evidence 
that England is fast recovering her position, I would refer the Honour¬ 
able Member in charge to the figures for January, and’July respectively. 
In January last England exported 1,31,000 and odd, pounds to India, 
while in July she exported 1,85,000 and odd pounds. In, the case 'of 
l pM Italy, in January last she exported 6,17 .thousand odd 

and in July only 2,59 thousand odd'. If this" rate of 
progress goes on, I for my part will not be able to hold my Honourable 
friend so very innocent as he wanted us the other day to believe him to 
be in this matter. Sir, I have already stated that, if you'take the figures 
for the last six years, you will see that the import of artificial silk, yarn has 
increased by over 30 times. I wall give the exact figures to the House. 
In 1921-22, the total import, of artifieal silk yarn was 70,000 lbs. In 1925- 
26 the total has gone up to 26,70,000 lbs. Sir, that does, not look 
as if the import is being hampered , by a duty, of 15 per 
cent. Sir, the question is whether we are going r to .give any.further en¬ 
couragement to the import of artificial silk yarn. I can speak-,from, my 
personal observation that, as a result .of tins increasing , quantity, of arti¬ 
ficial silk yarn coming to this country, the whole...market, of Bengal,is 
flooded with cheap shoddy fabrics, which undoubtedly compare, very 
favourably in price with the,indigenous silk but.which are' far less’ durable. 
And I know it is a fact—I can bear personal testimony to‘it—that as a 
matter of fact on account of cheapness these articles ai‘e' displacing Bengal 
silk to a certain extent. My. Honourable friend the Member in charge 
may point out that a very large quantity of Indian silk yarn-V imported 
and that a very large quantity of raw silk is imported into this country 
tor the purpose of manufacture.' But I want him to.remember that’ so 
lar as Bengal is concerned, we utilise a very large quantity the indigenous 
silk yam that we produce. That is to say, that argument ought "not to 
apply to Bengal, whatever weight it may have in reference to the other 
piovmces. Sir, _ the misfortune , of this industry, is, so far ’ as Bengal is 
lt 1S 110t presented in this House by a man like Sir Victor 
p tlf Ti- i La t "fj 01 fn ends like Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas or 
*fJ.}S t {?+v a w* N<lth , Kun ? ru - rt is Bengal’s misfortune-not to be repre- 
Ho } ls £jV stalwarts like the Victor Sassoons .and. Purshotamdas 

we'mli vi ilTtho C r■ ^ unzrus - But- that, I humbly submit, should not 
Sit Briu ^ ent m coming to a decision on this question, 

theme of nnwf.-rA I1St0r ^-+^ ? ''rett-knovn Bengal industry has formed the 
eitv which tvi P olltlc _ al speeches.. I- have .the honour to belong to that 
Soint ons J mUSlin - Sir ’ milslin exists now in the 

were to nroceld -n°- lltl9 f \ oatl ers and my - fear is that, if • Government 
action on thJ it? thlS rat ? r ’ 1 ? ee 1 dless of ^ hat the result might.be of their 
also might surrtvf b n i^ S - ^ mdllstl 7 iri Bengal; the Bengal silk industry 
Knnrrif’s eloquent the P? roratj ? ns of Honourable friend Pandit 

dilcnSinVVhrt qifes?fon whti Sl ^’ f 5 a fortune: that', when we are 
very stronglv reurp^ontcVl ' C - + i^ ec ^ three or four provinces of India not 
niatuling presence 0 f We shollld miss the com- 

cUnion voice was rfiLff P ? ndlt Madaa Mohan Malaviya, whose 

I do hope, Sir that althhvf 111 SU ' , vP° ld the millowners’ interests. 

’ ’ ' alth ough they are absent from the floor of the House 
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{An Honourable Member : “ Here he comes.”) We will have their sup¬ 
port •when we go into the lobbies. " 

r f ► j 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Sir, my honourable friend Mr. Neogy 
has said many things in excitement: which I am sure he will regret on 
calmer reflection. He' need not be sorry, that Bengal is not strongly 
represented here. Bengal could not have a more pertinacious defender 
of lost causes than my Honourable friend. He represented me as having 
said many things which I never said. All that I said in my first speech 
was that nobody in the Select Committee, not even those who have ap¬ 
pended minutes of dissent, expressed any dissatisfaction with the posi¬ 
tion as it was explained to them in the Committee, either with regard to 
the handloom industry or with regard to artificial silk. Men who are 
not experts like me had therefore to accept that position, and we came 
to the conclusion that there was really no objection to the lowering of the 
duty on artificial silk. He also knows—in fact I told him expressly— 
that in view of the facts he washed to bring out, I for one would have no 
objection to a reconsideration of the matter, but that there was absolutely 
no reason, in order to reconsider the question of silk, to ask that the Bill 
should be recommitted. I wish to remind by friend of these facts, as 
within half an hour he seems to have forgotten them. I do hope. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy': Is the Honourable Member in order, Sir, in refer¬ 
ring to a' conversation which took place outside the Chamber ? 

Mr. President : Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : I do hope, Sir. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : If you permit him, Sir, to refer to these conversa¬ 
tions, I am entitled to reply. 

Pandit Hiday Nath Kunzru : I am not referring, Sir, to anything 
said by Mr. Neogy. I only hope, Sir, that he will have a more retentive 
memory in future. 

As regards artificial silk, the Honourable the Commerce Member will 
'certainly explain the position again, and if the situation in Bengal is 
as parlous as it has been stated to be by my Honourable friend Mr. Neogy, 
there is no one who would not give a chance to the silk industry of 
Bengal. Nobody wishes that cheap foreign imitation stuff should come 
into competition with the real stuff of this country. But my Honourable 
friend, in rhe eloquent speech which he delivered, never told us what the 
respective prices of artificial silk and real silk were. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : I accept your statement. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : The Honourable Member tells me that 
he accepts my statement. Well, then, if real sill?: is three times as dear 
as artificial silk, it does as a matter of fact seem difficult to accept that 
artificial silk is coming into competition with real silk. I am afraid my 
Honourable friend contented himself merely with the cutting which he 
read out to us. He did not pursue the matter further. He did not ask 
the men concernbd in the silk industry in Bengal what the position was. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : They are not organised as your friends of the mill 
industry of Bombay. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : These people do not belong, he says, 
to Bombay. That is all the more reason why my Honourable friend, who 
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is exclusively concerned with Bengal, should have taken, care to inform 
himself of all the facts bearing on the - subject.. He. should have known 
that he would 'be the. sole and valiant defender of Bengal in this As¬ 
sembly and he ought to have come well armed—panoplied from head to 
foot—so that he might be able to resist all attacks. If he has not done 
so, he must bear a portion of the blame along with, the Members of the 
Select Committee. .. , ■ 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : What was the Servants of India Society doing ? 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : The Servants of India Society took as 
much care as it possibly could to acquaint itself with the facts in com¬ 
pany with members engaged in commerce and industry. 

Mr. K. G. Neogy : Give us the facts then. 


Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : There was an opportunity, Sir, for 
discussing this subject when this Bill was referred to the Select Com¬ 
mittee, but my Honourable friend was not one of those who discussed 
this matter. . ■ • , 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : I did refer to it in my. speech. 


Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Not, Sir, in one-tenth of the detail 
m winch lie lias referred to it now. If the matter was so serious, of such 
first class importance, if .it affected Bengal in,the way in which he now 
thinks it does, it was his clear and imperative duty' on the very first day 
to sound a note of warning and ask us to consider it not merely from the 
point of view of Bombay but also of helpless Bengal.. Having, omitted 
to do that, not having taken sufficient care t'o. acquaint himself with all 
trie tacts, he has no right now to turn round upon us and attack us.for 
mistakes which really are his own 


■ ? e ? ore , 1 Slt 1 should only like to say that in view of the facts 

should w, aS P T. te< J. out > or rather the f acts which he has alleged, I* 
The Hounuroh°7 ° ] lf ctl r ? T) for m y part to the matter being reconsidered, 
that r/S 6 the Commerce Member, too, a few minutes ago, said 
senarSelv of •+ matter wh f h stood by itself and could be considered 
it?; be ZorSJ*L°7 n I - hope he wiU tod. iti possible .to allow 

on artificial silk b,otbl i 1 j 1 S 'Y 111 tost if we do'not reduce'the duty 

Tariff Board * ^ once, particulary as it was not recommended by the 


Non-MSSmmadau : (Allahabad and Jliansi Divisions : 

able friend Mr. Neo°-v%or n a ap ° lo ^ Se to , tlle House and to my Honour- 
this discussion eamY™ t aving £ een a t»sent, for. a few minutes' when 
dut.v of even- Honom-ihlp reaP -[ sorry for it, as I .think it is the 

the House sits. I submit thn-M-L^ ° f thlS F? U ;? e t0 be in at tendance while 
sympathetic consideration of p* 16 proposal before the House deserves the 
to go into fact." and^ fi™? *f Government I do hot wish,, nor do I need 

A T «>gy. I am content°to sav tW H ^/Honourable friend, Mr. 

increasing qualities and nn fn + bat ar i fieial Sllk is coming to India in 

must compete with the indimnmis l 7 WJ Ur * S ara needed to show that it 
° indl ^nous silk industry. I am in favour of every 
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step being taken by Government to shut out foreign stuff ; particularly 
when it is imitation stuff and worthless stuff Government should take 
evgry step to shut it out from the country by all legitimate means. We 
have to remember on the one hand, that the people are cheated by these 
stuffs which do not last long, and on the other, that we have to encourage 
the indigenous industry and we ought to take every step that may be 
necessary towards that end. I do hope on these general grounds the 
Honourable the Commerce Member will re-eonsider this question, and 
if the facts and figures at present available may not help us to solve the 
question, I hope that he will allow the matter to stand for the present 
where it does, remove the clause to which Mr. Neogy’s remarks relate, 
and deal with the matter later oh when the need for action has been made 
more clear. 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I should like, Mr. President, to 
explain, if I can, what exactly this proposal means. The material which 
is called artificial silk is altogether a new textile material, and it is only 
in the years since the war that it has'’come into general use. In the 
first years after the war, some 5 or 6 years ago, its price was almost as 
high as the price of real silk, but in the course of the last 5 or 6 years 
the price has dropped with extraordinary rapidity, and' at the same time, 
the material has become very popular and is now used on a 
scale which begins to approach the scale on which the older and more 
familiar textile materials are used. All over the world, you 
are beginning to find in constant use fabrics of various sorts made— 
not entirely of artificial silk—but more commonly of a mixture of artifi¬ 
cial silk with other materials, and particularly with cotton. So far as 
India is concerned, it is these mixed goods made partly from artificial 
silk and partly from cotton that we are chiefly concerned with. The im¬ 
ports from other countries of these piecegoods have increased very ra¬ 
pidly and between the years 1924-25 and 1926-27 the imports of these 
piecegoods have more than doubled. The attraction of them is largely 
this, I think, that the mixture of the artificial silk gives a better and 
more decorative appearance to the fabric and therefore it is more at¬ 
tractive to the purchaser. At present both these mixed piecegoods, made 
uartly of artificial silk and partly of cotton, and the artificial silk yarn 
that is imported into this country are dutiable at 15 per cent. But both 
the cotton mills in Bombay and elsewhere and also some of the handloom 
weavers particularly in Southern India have begun to manufacture these 
piecegoods made of a combination of cotton and of artificial silk, and 
the manufacturer has to pay on the' artificial silk yarn ’ that 
he uses the same rate of duty as is imposed on the* imported 
fabric which Competes with what he makes. All that’ is proposed in this 
particular time in the Bill is to 'reduce the duty oh the artificial silk vara 
from 15 to 74 per cent, so that the manufacturer in this country whether 
he be a handloom weaver or whether it be a cotton mill will have a defi¬ 
nite advantage in competing with the imported piecegoods. Now, more 
than one speaker has expressed a desire that India should relv as far as 
possible on the materials she herself produces. If that is the intention the 
only way in which that could be done would be not onlv to impose a verv 
high duty on the artificial silk yarn (I should think that at least 100 per 
cent, would be necessary), but you will also have to impose a-duty on a 
similar scale on the piecegoods made from the combination of artificial 
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silk yarn with oilier materials. That would be a very drastic proposal 
indeed—to compel the consumer to wear only the materials actually 
produced in India, especially when the ■ fiscal measures necessary to in¬ 
troduce this compulsion would have to be very severe. 

Till'. Mukhtar Singh (Meerut Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : 
On artificial silk the duty is 30 per cent, in Japan. 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy : If my Honourable friend sug¬ 
gests that in order to equalise matters some reduction ought to be made 
in the duty on silk, whatever its merits, it is hardly germane to the dis¬ 
cussion at the present moment. I should like to repeat once again the 
figures I gave on the former occasion as regards prices. Five or six 
years ago artificial silk yarn and real silk yarn were selling at not very 
dissimilar prices Today the price of artificial silk yarn is about one- 
third of the price of real silk yam. In these circumstances it seems to 
me that, as regards competition with real silk, the reduction in the duty 
from 15 to 74 per cent, can only have a negligible effect. It will make 
very little difference indeed from that .point of view. But it. may make 
a quite appreciable difference to the cotton mill and to the handloom 
weaver if the 3 r can get a little cheaper the material which the 3 ' require in 
order to produce the kind of pieeegoods that the consumer is more and 
more beginning to demand. I think, Mr. President, that the Govern¬ 
ment ol India were perfectly justified in putting forward this proposal 
in the belief that it would not injure any interest in India and that it 
would be an appreciable benefit both to the handloom weaver and to 
tlie cotton mills. 


Before sitting down I will only refer very briefly to the suggestion 
that the Government of India have acted with the desire to benefit some 
interests outside India. If Honourable Members are deterimiued to 
cherish these suspicions it is very defficult for me to say anything that 
will persuade them to the contrary. But surelv in this matter the reason 
for taking action is obvious. As I have already told the House, the ori¬ 
ginal suggestion came from tlie Bombay Chamber of Commerce. At that 
ime Hie Government of India were unable to accept it The next deve- 
opment occurred when I visited Bombay in April and interviewed the 
Committee of the Bombay Millowners ’Association and asked their 
opinion upon it, any they gave their opinion then and there unhesitatingly 
m a'our of tlie proposal., I do not recollect in the least whether it was 
actually mentioned on the occasion of the deputation to which one Honour- 
le Member has referred. But if it was not, the reason was that it 
A b< : en fussed between myself and tlie Bombav Millowners’ 

wl!i , from that the Government of India liad no discus- 

1 anj iod> else at all. I do hope that Honourable Members will 

“wS: ° £ tbat for,hOT ° is reMj 


Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That paragraph 10 of the Schedule to the Bill bo omitted." 
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Kunzru, Pandit Hirday Nath, 
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Alexander, Air. William. 
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Ayyangar, Bao Bahadur Narasimha 
Gopalaswami. 
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Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 
Bray, Sir Denys. 

Coatman, Air. J. 
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Dakhan, Mr. W. M. P. Ghulam Qadir 
Khan. 
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The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, I move : 

“ That in paragraph 10 of the Schedule to the Bill, in the proposed Item 43-A, 
the words ‘ Artificial silk yam and thread ’ he substituted for the words ‘ Artificial silk 
jam and silk thread ’.’ 5 

The Select Committee in this particular Item, Mr. President, made a 
modification intended to change the definition. The original definition 
in the Bill referred also to artificial silk warps. We were advised, how¬ 
ever, that the warps ought not to be specially mentioned. This advice 
came from those who had actual experience of the trade and the Com¬ 
mittee decided it would be better to mention in the definition only 
artificial silk yarn and thread. Unfortunately, however, the actual ward¬ 
ing of the amendment made in the Select Committee did not correctly 
carry out the intention, and as the entry stands in the Bill, as reported, 
by the Select Committee it would almost certainly be interpreted as 
referring to artificial silk yarn and silk thread that is not artificial silk 
thread but real silk thread. It is quite clear that it was not the intention 
to interfere at all with the duty on the real silk thread. It is for this 
reason that the amendment proposes that the entry should read 
“ Artificial silk yarn and thread ”. If that Avording is adopted, I do 
not think there can be any doubt. Sir, I moA T e. 

The motion Avas adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, I move : 

in paragraph 11-A of the Schedule to the Bill for the proposed Item 54- 
die following be substituted, namely :— 

o4. The following PRINTING MATERIAL, namely, type, leads, brass rules,, 
wooden and metal quoins, shooting sticks and galleys and metal fur¬ 
niture 

1 his amendment, Mr. President, is entirely consequential on an earlier 
amendment Ayhieh has already been passed by the Assembly. I do not 
think it requires any further explanation, and I therefore move it. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Schedule aatis added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 Avas added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble Avere added to the Bill. 

amen^a.^pSS 6 S “ Ge0r ® e ! ^ 1 "* 0Ve ti,at the BiU - 

The motion was adopted. 

the Clock ASSeml)ly then ad; > om ' ned for Lunch till a Quarter to Three of 


the CT^Mr^ LnMh at a Three ot 
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Sir, it will not be necessary, I think/ that I should say more than a 
very few words in support of this motion. The Bill was .referred to the 
Select Committee unanimously and the Select Committee has presented 
a unanimous report without making any changes in the Bill. In my 
speech on the motion to refer the Bill to the Select Committee, I explained 
fairly fully the objects of the Bill and I do not think I need go over the 
same ground again. 

Sir, I move. 

Mr. N. 0. Kelkar (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, while supporting the motion that the Bill as reported by 
the Select Committee be taken into consideration, I wish to address certain 
remarks to this House. I may at once say that they arise out of para¬ 
graph 5 of the Report. I have not tabled any specific amendment for 
this purpose, but I think that will not be taken as an objection to my 
making a few remarks on the Bill. What I am now seeking to obtain 
in my remarks is not necessarily by any amendment of any of the clauses 
of the Bill as now reported upon by the Select Committee, but I contend 
that what' I want to be secured can be obtained by executive action. I 
consider that this is the proper occasion for me to make those remarks. 
If I lose this opportunity, I fear there will be no occasion for bringing 
this point to the notice of the Honourable the Commerce Member. Sir, 
as I have already said, my remarks arise out of paragraph 5 of the Report. 
Without disclosing any of the secrets of the Select Committee, I may 
say that I mentioned the point that I am going to state to the Select 
Committee then and there, and I told the Honourable the Commerce 
Member that I would take up this point in the House, if in the interval 
I got sufficient material to rely upon. After having gathered sufficient 
material, I am now satisfied that the point that I am going to place before 
the House is a reasonable propostion. In the first place,, I may at once 
say that I am pleading for the refund of certain excess duty which was 
levied upon a kind of paper about which I contend there should * have 
been.absolutely no doubt as to- its quality and its consequential exemption 
from the levy of that duty. I want two things, first, a refund of duty 
to all importers on imports of newsprint, white or coloured,, which. were 
allowed to be cleared on payment of the old schedule duty but on which 
subsequently the customs authorities have made demands for payment 
of less charge in consequence of the revised ruling of February 1927 for 
reasons stated ; then, refund of duty on all imports of newsprint, white 
or coloured, on which the importers have been made to pay the provisional 
duty of one anna per lb. pending the final decision of Government in this 
matter, as the customs officers actually collected from them duty in the 
way indicated above and reasonably they have been expecting the law to 
be amended. 

Now this Bill is a very good tiling because it removes one positive 
injustice. The House will remember that this Bill is giving justice to 
those people who have suffered injustice during a recent short interval. 
The Act of 1925 definitely gave protection to certain kinds of paper 
imported. That went on till 1926. In that year doubt was raised and 
opinion was sought for from headquarters as to what the proper action 
Was and the Government confirmed the existing state of things. The thing 
went on then ; for one year more and only in February last—1927—was 
•another ruling given, I suppose on the authority of the law officers, which 

o 
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goes contrary entirely to the original intentions of the Tariff Board, which 
recommended the exemption, the original intentions of the Act of 1925, 
the interpretation put upon the measure by the then Commerce Member, - 
and I say again, the interpretation that is now , being embodied in the 
tariff schedule by the present Bill. So you will remember, Sir,.*that 
from the time of the original recommendation of the Tariff Board up to 
this moment and hereafter of course for as long as may be, there, has been 
one continuous thread of intention running all along except for a brief 
period of four’ or five months. So we are now by this Bill removing 
that injustice and putting the thing beyond doubt: But. what I am 
saying is this. If you are removing one injustice you should take the 
occasion for removing also another injustice, namely, the refund of duty 
which was unreasonably collected under an alleged doubt. The Gov¬ 
ernment have shown in this case that they have a sufficiently. elastic 
conscience, but my grievance is that they have an elastic conscience only 
in one direction. They can make their conscience elastic ' enough to 
recover excess duty though previously no duty was to be levied.' They 
can come in on the scene at any time, give notice and demand the re¬ 
covery of less charge. On the other hand, I ask why should that economic 
conscience not be elastic enough to give a refund where a refund is legi¬ 
timately due. • ■ B 


Now I will take the sub-clauses of paragraph'5 with regard to which 
I am making my remarks.' Sub-clause (2) of paragraph 5 says there 
was a doubt, but until the Tariff Board had investigated the question it 
could not, he said that this was clear beyond all doubt and for this reason 
it was impossible for the Government, at the time the ruling of 1927 was 
published, to announce that they intended an amendment of the law. 
Aow if there was a doubt, I contend in the first place, that 'the benefit of 
the doubt should not be taken by Government but should have been given 
im .P° rters of P a Per. With regard to paragraph 3, it is 

If- Wnnlfc nf+if P* 80 * 1 ®®? dlffi culty in the way of giving, a refund. 

If refunds of the difference between the two rates of duty are now t‘o be 

ZT+r no guarantee that the benefit will reach the ultimate con¬ 
sumer .and there is no reason why the importer who has been paid the 

refond'f 101 ni ^ ludes dut 7 at tHe protective rate should receive a 
sunnosit.inr + l,l OV + L rmnen i‘ NoW ’ Sir ’ this argument i.s based upon the 
chaJiS ^ t n thl T " V !° f re concerned in the refund arts., only mer- 
to other Smum?i? P «ot^ 0 - ha7p ™ p . orted P a P er but .have, passed it on 
another class of ^ thegiselves. But I think there ; is 

this part is to lie iLj v? an ” ame and i 1,^ this line of argument in 

ot£r people of iZ? ^ COr ?. ct ’ % necessarily follows that those 

the ease o P f a III™,? am no ^ peaking ought to get this refund. , Take, 
paper for his neiwniTiPr™ 8 -^ 0 docR not do any job work,.who imports 
he lias consumed the* Lnm-r a C!m P. r .°J e a t any- time most reliably 'that, 
alone. In that case I eontemi Purposes, of his, -newspaper 

This line of reasoning applies strictlv^to "neoni reas fP in " doe - s not apply, 
importers of paper for sale p f people who are merchants, and 

S &°f ^dutyls 

their own paper that the duty has bee’n ?aid[By?hemStyat *itZsZt 
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been shared by any one else and that they have consumed the whole 
quantity of paper themselves. This is an outstanding and clear ease 
against the line of reasoning adopted in paragraph 3. 

Then paragraph 4 says •. “ Why should we make a discrimination- 
between this class of people and the other class ? ” My simple answer 
to that is that it is quite right and fair that discrimination should be 
made where discrimination can be made and where it is equitable to make 
it. If the line of reasoning in this part is to be accepted, it means only 
this : that if we have committed one wrong, let us commit another wrong 
in addition. But I may at once reply to that by saying that two wrongs 
never make one right. Now it has been obvious all along from the Reports 
of'both the Tariff Boards and from the proceedings in this House in 1925 
as also the action subsequently taken in 1926—it is absolutely clear that 
there should have been no doubt as to the exemption which was due to 
certain kinds of paper. Newsprint is a case in point, and I will show 
at once that there should have been absolutely no difficulty, no doubt, as 
to the exemption to be given to 1 newsprint. The Tariff Board Report of 
1925 (paragraph 18) says : ' ' 

“ With few exceptions the important Indian newspapers are printed on newsprint, 
a kind of paper which contains about 70 per cent, of mechanical wood pulp ’ ’ 

which means at least 5 per cent, higher than the point abont which there 
seems to be some contention. 

If newsprint by.common consent generally contains 70 per cent, of 
wood pulp, then surely that paper should have been allowed to be exempted 
merely by the description of it, without its being subjected to any chemical 
or other analysis. The present Tariff Board of 1927 has also said : 

' ‘ It might be fairly claimed that it was the intention in enacting the Bamboo Paper 
Industry Act to exempt r from the protective duty such printing paper as fulfilled these 
conditions.” 

“ These conditions ” means that the paper should contain more than 65 
per cent, of‘wood pulp ; and from the first Report I pointed out that by 
common consent newsprint is acknowledged always to contain more than 
65 per cent. Therefore, under these circumstances, objection should not 
have been taken to the paper coming in being exempted from the protective 
tariff duty. Now, what is the justification for Government for doing this 

in this case ? They are making a profit out of 
_ "their own doubt. Who raised that doubt? It 
was not the executive Government which of course was entitled to pass 
orders and issue rulings on a question like this, hut I suppose somebody, 
some interested people in Calcutta, raised the question again in 1927, and 
I am told that the law officers of the Government gave that opinion. ’ But 
uhen the Statute is there and when the intentions can be ascertained and 
verified from point to point from 192o up to now, I do not know why the 
Government should have listened to the interpretation put by its law officers. 
Nobody would have sued them if they had continued their old action as in. 
1926. Therefore, Sir, here is a case in which the interpretation was right 
till 1926, that is for more than a year ; it was again confirmed in 19°6 
and remained valid till February 1927. and it is now, as we see here "oin"- 
to be confirmed by the present Bill. Therefore, here is a small period of 
what'shall I say—shall I call it insanity between long-periods of sanifv! * 
And who is to suffer for this spell of a doubt,' a missroa, created by the 
Government themselves unnecessarily ? Why should the' importer suffer 
for the doubt created by the Government themselves ? It is the Govern-* 
ment who should suffer and not anybody else. But, Sir, it is not a case 
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of suffering by Government in having to pay out what has been illegitimately 
collected, but it is a case of suffering by the importer for a fault for 
vrhich he is in no way responsible. This .small interval of invalidity 
between long periods of validity reminds me of a story of a fastidious 
Treasury Officer. We all know that pensioners have got to produce life 
certificates when they present themselves to receive their pensions. Now 
it so happened in this real story which was narrated to me, that a pensioner 
went before a Treasury Officer and presented two life certificates. One 
was for January and another was for March. /The Treasury Officer said : 
“ I admit you were alive in January by the (certificate ; I admit also that 
you were alive in March. But what proof is there that you were alive 
in the month of February of that year ? ” The present case is almost 
similar to that. Exemption was valid before 1925, it was valid in 1925, it 
was again valid in 1926, and even now by, the« present Bill, which will 
last for a long time, the exemption will remain valid. When was it invalid, 
Sii ? For the brief period of February to September. That is, on the 
face of it, absurd, and I do not know why Government should .not show 
their large-heartedness by paying out money which has been illegitimately 
collected. Remember, that Government in this ease -has not made small 
profits In one ease which has come to my knowledge, one person in May 
and June has paid about Rs. 6,000 duty. t> Now, ( that.is certainly.a.large 
sum, and Government are not entitled to recover so much from an importer 
simply because a certain doubt had ‘arisen at a certain time. (An 
Honourable Member : “ Illicit gain.”) Yes, certainly it is a case of illicit 
gam, it is a case of wrongful loss to a ^certain party and wrongful gain to 
Government. I would in this connection. Sir, allude to the remarks made 
by my friend Colonel Crawford in March last, lie had raised that specific 
point then. If that was not a regular notice of .asking for repayment from 
le importer to the Customs House, it was certainly a notifee given by 
Co one! Crawford on behalf of importers generally to this House or to the 
Honourable the Commerce Member. Therefore, I contend. Sir. that this 
retund should be given, and it can be given under section 40 of tlie Sea 
Customs Act. The Sea Customs Aet says this : 

du , ti - es " r . char & es Which have been paid and of which repayment 
ndverionen * 18 cl . cd t ln ^sequence of the same having been paid through in- 

un, " ! ' "■*■» '™ ac ■“■ i, “ 

«... TA ®. lr - “ “ statement of the position. The section says 

' P a J meri t shall be made unless a claim has been put therefor within 
that if * ut a ? . a P os iti ve statement, therefore, we can say 

beeomps'nnf'ti FI ma ^ e within three months of payment, then the party 
mTK l i refU r- d - ^ d 1 lay ^ess up~on the reasons which 
And I base mv V** , Inadv ertence, error and misconstruction. 

£a misconsHucHnn vH ? 1S raflind ^pon these facts. It is an error. It 
and even apart from “ ay n< ? be ? na <b' r ertence. But it is error 

been clearH moSd bw ih 15 mi yrastrnction, which of course now has 

claim for refund—and it k ^ i F° V tliese reasons I bring this 

merer Member nnd T hnnn h 3 substantial claim—to the notice of the Corn- 

right. which he can do P witbmit conslder . :n W arguments and set the matter 
executive action. m 7 moving any amendment therefor, by 
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Mr. H. G. Cocke (Bombay : European) : Sir, .I do not-want to follow 
the remarks of my Honourable friend which were always interesting and 
at times - humorous but I wish, to say that I have 1 considerable sympathy 
with this elaim for refunds. ' The.‘point I do wish to raise is one in connec¬ 
tion with the Schedule to this Bill. Item No.' 156 deals with'writing paper. 
But' nothing is said about ' envelopes. • 'I understand that envelopes have 
been included in the'term “ writing paper ’’’by’a customs notification, but 
we all know'that notifications are liable to be altered and therefore'I wish 
to say that T consider it would have been tnuch more 1 satisfactory’had the 
word “ envelopes ” been included and I should like an assurance froith 
the Honourable Member in ‘charge that if is the intention to include 
envelopes in that heading, not only to-day but continuously. Many of m!y 
lawyer friends. • could make out a very good case that' envelopes are not 
■writing paper and..I have no doubt they , could make out an equally good 
•case’that writing ,paper, is'equivalent to envelopes. But at any rate T 
understand in. the ; trade it is looked upon as an omission that writing paper 
is referred to and not, envelopes ,and I therefore trust the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber will have'some assurance to give to the House on that subject. ‘ '• 

The Honour able'Sir George Rainy : Sir, 1 shall, try to be very brief 
because, if T may make a confession, I" share the feeling that I know is 
deeply "felt in most hearts in this House 1 , that it would. ,be a good thing 
if'the Rainy part of’ the” season were soon' over. 1 ’ (Laughter'.), I pave 
listened /to the 1 ‘siren’‘strains from’my Honourable friend M r - Kelkar . on 
.the other side of'the House,‘.in which lie has endeavoured to soften the 
stony hearts of hot' only, I think, the Commerce Member but possibly 
of'the'Finance Member also over this question of retrospective effect. 
Noiv, Mr. President, the fteport of the Select‘Committee in which this 
matter was very’fully 'discussed is dated the 31st August 1927. , It is 
now the 8th September and, is no notice, of an amendment has been 
fabled, I think I may take it that the House generally has been satisfied 
with the reasons given by the Select Committee that in one case retrospec¬ 
tive effect should be given to the amendment "of' the law - (j\lr. A: Ranga- 
swami Iyengar : “.Oh; no.”), while in the. other case it was hot right or 
expedient : to do so: The reasons are fully stated in the" Report of the 
Select Committee and I do not wish to go through them again. My friend, 
Mr. Kelkar, said he would take them seria ’but‘ there was one- to which 
he did not refer, unless my’ ear misled'me.' First lie dealt’with Item No. 3, 
and he rejected the argument in;that paragraph oh the ground '-that it 
was not only a question of the importer,: that is, also, of the merchant who 
imported for sale to : others, but also of the direct importer who imported 
paper .simply for his own use*. But I did not hear him refer to Item 
4 which is to this effect that,‘if refunds were to be given only to those who 
imported for their own use and not for sale, it would mean an unjusti¬ 
fiable discrimination between one class of importers and another. ‘ 

< 

Mr. N. 0. Kelkar : I referred to that and said discrimination would 
be justified;’ 

The Honourable Sir .George Rainy ; : I apologise to the Honourable 
Member for.unintentionally misrepresenting him. I did not hear that 
reference. But I am afraid .1 cannot ...at all agree with him 
,,1hat the discrimination would be justified. Then the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber said that, ' although 'he did not give notice of any amendment, he 
believed that the importer's could obtain what'thev wanted by executive 
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action. I am very doubtful ’whether that is in fact the case, and I think 
the Honourable Member must take the views expressed in the Report 
of the Select Committee as being the views of the Commerce Department 
and of the Government of India, and I am afraid I can hold out no 
hope to him that he will get what he wants. If, however, the point he 
is raising is a question of law, if he suggests that under the law an 
importer will be entitled to a refund, that is a totally different matter 
and obviously not one for discussion in this House. If the importers 
have their remedy under the law, then they must be left to exercise 
it. 

My Honourable friend Mr. Cocke mentioned a small point in con¬ 
nection with entry No. 156 in the Schedule. I understand the point 
is this, that he desires that envelopes should be specifically mentioned 
in the definition of “ writing paper ” so that there should be no doubt 
that they were included. Had this point been brought to notice at an 
earlier date, it might have been possible to amend the Schedule. I do 
not think it is necessarj r myself, for I have examined the ruling of the 
Central Board of Revenue, which seems to me to show clearly that the 
present interpretation of the law by which envelopes are included in 
writing paper is correct. But, as I say, I might have been prepared 
to consider an amendment had this matter been brought to my notice 
earlier. I should regard it as extremely dangerous to make an amend¬ 
ment on the spur of the moment at the eleventh, hour. One is so apt 
to overlook particular points and one feay quite inadvertently make an 
unintended change in the law with very curious results. I am quite 
prepared, however, to consider the matter, and if it appears there is 
likely to be. any doubt on the subject, in all probability ther.e "vyill be a 
Tariff Bill in the cold weather Session, and the necessary steps can be 
taken then. ' 


Mr. President : The question-is : , 

That the Bill to ament! the law relating to'tlie fostering and development of the 
bamboo paper industry in British India, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken 

into consideration. ’ ’ 

! 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2, 3 and 4 were added to the Bill. 

The Schedule was added to the Bill. ' < 1 

, Clause 1 was added to the Bill. ' 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill, 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, I move that- the Bill be 
passed. 


The motion was adopted. 


TUB INDIAN SECURITIES (AMENDMENT) BILL." 

wT! 16 5?,?° urable sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) Sir, I move 
nat the Bill to amend the Indian Securities Act, 1920. for certain put- 
poses^ as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 
p.J'f’ tlm bas bee n considerably reduced in scope bv the Select 

Bill as it°b<ic „ ° n °i P reten< ^’ Sir, to he entire^ satisfied with the 
1,11 as at has emerged from the Select Committee. 
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But on the principle that half a loaf is better than no bread I am 
content, to take this Bill as it stands for the time being and to consider 
at leisure whether further action should, be taken to secure the full 
objects.with which the Bill was originally introduced. 

The Bill, as originally introduced, had two main purposes in view, 
lu the first place, a judgment of the Madras High Court, known as the 
Bapuli judgment, revealed two defects in the existing law relating to 
Indian securities. In the case of promissory notes declared to be pay¬ 
able on demand, although the loan to which they relate may. have been 
notified for discharge, the Government under that judgment is found 
to be liable to pay the principal as well as the interest up to the date 
of the demand by the holder, and it is optional with the holder of the 
promissory note to defer the demand as long as he pleases and the 
Government are not entitled to dispute it. That obviously is an un¬ 
satisfactory position from the point of view of Government. A loan 
may be at a high rate of interest and the Government may use its 
7 »nvers to notify the loan for repayment with a view to re-borrowing the 
amount in question at a' lower rate of interest. That is a thing which is 
frequently. done. It' is- obviously undesirable that the tax-payer should 
continue to be liable for interest at the higher rate indefinitely and that 
the holder should be able to secure to himself that higher rate indefinitely 
simply by not making a demand for the payment which the Government 
Have notified that they are ready to make. Both as regards the principal 
and as regards interest, there are difficulties. As regards the principal, 
the position under that judgment is that the Government are required 
'to retain all the books' for an absolutely indefinite period until the 
demand is’ made and a time may come when it may be very difficult, 
if not impossible, to prove' that the payment has actually been made 
or not. The Select' Committee, after considering these, came to the 
conclusion tliat they did not desire to relieve the Government from the 
liability to pay the principal however lohg the demand might be deferred, 
100 years or more. But as regards the interest, they have agreed that it 
is,desirable that the Government should cease to be liable to pay any 
interest beyond the date notified by the Government as the date on 
which they are prepared to repay- the principal. If the holder does not 
demand repayment of the principal on the date on which the Government 
offers'to repay, the principal remains for him to’take whenever he 
'wishes, but interest does not' continue to accrue against Government 
beyond the date named by the Government. The second difficulty that 
was felt to arise was that the elaborate safeguards for' the protection of 
the Government and other claimants prescribed under the Indian Secu¬ 
rities Act can be circumvented by the legal representative of the deceased 
holder of a lost Government security if he obtains a certificate under 
the Indian Succession Act; Government on the recommendation of the 
Advocate General proposed to alter the 'Indian Securities Act with a view 
to filling up that possible lacuna in the law. The Select Committee 
think it desirable that the - Government should reconsider this question, 
and if they find that the civil courts issue succession certificates without 
the enquiry required by section 10 of the Indian Securities Act, the 
Select Committee recommend that the Government should consider the 
"desirability of amending not the Indian Securities Act but the Indian 
'Succession Act. 

The Government propose in accordance with the recommendation 
of the Select Committee to consider that matter ,and if they think fit 
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no doubt further legislation -will be introduced at a later date. The 
result is that tbe Bill is reduced to a Very small compass and I think 
after tbe explanation I have made the House will have no difficulty 
in passing’ it. 

Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. ■ 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President : The question is : , 

t 

“ That clause 3 do stand pait of the Bill.” * 1 

Mr. Aney. 


Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Representative): Sir, I rise to move the 
amendment that stands in my name. The amendment is as follows : 

“ That in clause 3, in the proposed section 18-A for all the words occurring after 
the word 1 after ’ the following be substituted :* < 

i a period of three years from the date on which a notice for receiving the 
amount due on such security would be issued \ 

*» * ; t 


The main object of this amendment is this. The Bill that was 
originally brought and referred to the Select Committee provided in 
clause 3 enacting a new section proposed to he a substitute for section 
38 of the Securities Act, that the Government should he absolved of 
all liability for principal and interest after six years after the date 
on which the amount on the security, was due or, became payable. That 
vas the provision in the original Bill. When this matter was, referred 
to the Select ( ommittee, I made, it clear in my speech that "that was’an 
iniquity, that the liability of tbe Government subsisted so long as the 
actual payment was not made and was of a permanent nature'in a way 
under the Act ; and it would hot be equitable to those who hold the 
security that, after a certain date on which the amount was due, they 
should be deprived 0 f the right of receiving the amount due on the 
security and that Government should-be entitled to claim, without any 
payment on discharge for principal and interest as well. That point 
was discussed in the Select Committee and in the Select Committee for 
reasons which have been stated in the report it was conceded that so far 
P™ lcv P al Y as concerned, the’ liability of the Government should 
1 -! cr t ( : so lon ? as the payment was not made. But os regards 
bevond whmtf a S r eed that there should be some period of limitation 

th t secui : ity holdfer to claim interest on 

some misundrtvet C 1 ? ease ' A ^ IL that point I find that there seems to be 
s me misund.i standing. As to what was actually agreed in the Select 
Committee I am glad to find that we have not toJelymcrelv onimnrS 

W thrHonouraSrS Basil fTv pnt in and summarised 

was issued bv him „- S 1 himself in a memorandum which 

Brftti. H-stated there n C l ate(1 t0 * b * ****** of the Select Com- 
Cd th0re ln Paragraph 2 the exact position which was 
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agreed to in the Se-lect Committee when this-matter was first discussed 
in March last, in the following words : 

‘ 1 Some of the members of the Committee rvere not willing to agree to Govern¬ 
ment putting in a plea of limitation in respect of the principal. They were ready to 
allow such a pica in respect of interest as they realized that it was in the interest of 
Government and the tax-payer that loans obtained at higher rates of interest should 
be converted into loans bearing lower rates and that such operations would be defeated 
if any security holder should continue to hold securities and claim higher rates ot 
interest for long periods extending after the date on which the securities were due or 
notified for discharge." 

That was the position agreed to. I want to make it clear that this 
clearly indicated that the Committee was-not prepared altogether to 
dispense with but'was only-inclined to retain some period of limitation 
for which the ■ interest was to accrue and accumulate even after the 
amount on the security was due or became payable. But under the 
clause as it now stands in the report of the Committee all interest will 
automatically cease after the day on which the amount due on the 
security becomes payable. Now what I claim to bring about by my 
amendment is that there should be a period of three years limitation 
during which the interest should be f allowed to accumulate, arid after 
that period the claim of the security, holder for interest should ce'ase. 
That is the change which I want to bring about. If the original Bill 
had been passed into law there would have been a period of 6 years 
limitation during which the interest would have accumulated. (An 
Honourable Member No.”) That is not merely my understanding 
of the Bill but the only legal and sensible consequence of the clause^ 
If there was a period of limitation for 6 years after which the liability 
of the Government was to cease, it meant that for that period of 6 years- 
interest would necessarily, accumulate, if no actual payment was made to 
the creditor during the period, and the person entitled to the security 
would have been also entitled to claim the amount of interest due on 
it during that period also. Thus the Honourable Members would realise 
that in my amendment I am making a concession in favour of the 
security holders more modest than what the Government was prepared 
to make when 1 1 simply urge that at least, so far as the interest is con¬ 
cerned, a period of three years should be allowed during which the 
interest can accumulate, and after that it should altogether cease. That 
is the real significance of - the change which I want to bring about in 
the Bill ,as amended by the Select Committee in the interests of the- 
numerous security holders.' I think I have made my position sufficiently 
clear and I commend this amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants Chamber : Indian 
Commerce) Sir, although I whs not present at the final meeting of the 
Select Committee at which the Report was decided upon and signed, I 
believe I am correct in saying that what my Honourable friend Mr. Aney 
suggests is not only not feasible but is very far from being customary 
in- commercial envies, - My friend, Sir, suggests that when Government 
loans fall due for repayment, if the lender, the man who holds the- 
Government scrip, chooses to leave his money with Government, even 
though Government are prepared to pay back the debt, interest should' 
continue to furi for a period of three years practically at the discretion 
and at the pleasure of the lender. What, Sir, would happen in connec¬ 
tion. we will say. with the Bombay Development Doan which hears 
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interest at 61 per cent, free of income-tax and which is due fur repay¬ 
ment in 1935'? The rate at which Government can borrow to-day is 
41 per cent., and 1 will take it for granted that in 1935 the rate will 
be the same. Now everybody, who holds the Development. Loan scrip 
will stick to it for three years and continue to earn interest at"61 per 
cent, free of income-tax. And if my friend’s> amendment is carried 
it will only amount to this, that if the rate of interest is lower than 
the rate carried by the loan which is due for repayment everybody 
holding that loan will simply not present it. On the other hand, if the 
rate of interest current at the time happens to be higher, they will all 
hasten to the Government treasury and get their money hack. I am 
afraid it is an ahsoluely one-sided proposition, and I hope my Honourable 
friend will not press this amendment. 

Mr. T. Prakasam (Bast Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) -. Sir, I support the" amendment moved by 
Mr. Aney. It is an elementary rule that a'cause of action cannot start 
and end at the same moment. What is proposed in clause 3 of the 
Bill is that the cause of action should start the moment the Government 
notify that they are ready to' pay the amount, arid that it should he 
taken that the lender is not entitled to claim any interest from that 
moment. Sir Pnrshotamdas Thakurdas has been stating something 
about a loan which is fixed to he repaid after a particular period. That 
stands on a different footing altogether from the on' demand pro-notes 
that the Government take in their favour from the people. What would 
be the case with regard tp such notes ? Government issue a notification, 
and not even a letter to each individual informing him that they are 
ready to pay. We know how many people' would notice notifications, 
how many of the villagers who would be investing their monies in those 
loans, would be noticing them. With regard to such cases—T am sure 
there are a large number of eases existing on that basis : —I think it cannot 
be contended by the Government with any reason that the starting of 
the cause of action and tl>c closing of the cause of action should be at - 
the same time. Tt is a very unreasonable position and 1 hope the 
Honourable Member in charge of the Bill would see the error that this 
clause involves. If is a very reasonable request that is made in the 
amendment that there should be a period of at least'three years after 
ie. cause ot action starts. After lending the money, to the Government 
people believe that it is a Government. pro-note which' is as good as a 
rea estate, file people concerned may he somewhere and they may 
not oe able to notice all these notifications and'they-should not be put 
o tne inconvenience of losing interest from the moment that the noti- 
cation is published. • For these reasons, I support the amendment. 

Mr. Nirmal Chunder Chunder (Calcutta : Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
of f f ’ i Think.there is a great deal of misconception as to the scope 
that n 3 ™ a £ fc T of fact > h is-opposed to all juristic principles 

even thoulhufoT^t b -° - n 3 ^ { \ lon to compel the debtor to pay interest 
mal es a tender d T ebtor « llot only willing to pay back the money, hut 

n notification ^ tb USe 1 the wo * d ' t 1 e ? dcr advisedly,-because publishing 
u ihcation is the. only way m which a Government wishing to renav 

ImVZ, ™ that mT PrakasamE 

outtliot'thoreS MtwA’A'- 0 ?7 crnment r«pnM, you will find 

nothing much m his argument. In the first .place, Sir, it 
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is only the Government promissory notes which provide that Government 
may not before a particular date pay off the amount. In that case, when 
Government wish to' pay off that loan, I suppose Government will give 
at least'notice of 5; or 6 months or even more. "In fact, the thing will be 
provided for in the Budget, and so forth. So there is jno chance of the 
thing being done, of Government repaying a loan, without the people at 
large knowing anything about it. Having regard to all these circumstances, 
however much I may regret it, I think I must differ from Mr. Prakasam. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : Sir, ’ I would appeal to my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Aney, to withdraw his amendment. I think he is 
under a misconception. . There is no question but that in the original Bill 
the intention was that there should be a period of limitation in regard to 
the interest and also that interest should cease to accrue after,'the date 
mentioned by the ; Government as the date on which they would offer 
to make repayment. There is' no change in that matter from the original 
■Bill. The change is in regard to the principal. The Honourable;Member 
has, I think, confused limitation with accrual. There is no provision 
now in the Bill that-the® interest which was 1 due at the date mentioned 
as the date of repayment should not be payable to the holder, without 
any limitation running. What we propose is simply this that after that 
significant date interest should cease to accrue, and that is, I think,' quite 
in' accordance with the legitimate position as' between creditor and 
debtor as was well expressed by Mr. Nirmal Chunder Chunder, namely, 
that the' debtor having offered and made a definite tender of repayment 
from that date, he should ’ not be liable to continue to pay interest if 
the creditor for his own purposes, does not take repayment .thien and 
there. , r ~ 

■ , > , - • • - i ti . 

Mr. President : The question is : , 

“ That in clause 3, in the proposed section 18-A, for all the words occurring after 
the word ‘ after ’ the following be substituted : . , 

" • f -a period of three,years from the date on which a notice for receiving the 
amount,due on such security would be issued 

i - The motion was negatived. ' ; 

’ ‘Clause 3 was‘added to' the Bill. 

• • i 

Clause 1 was added .to the Bill. , 

■' Th‘e Title and Preamble were added to the'Bill." • 

• The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : .Sir, I move that the Bill, as 
amended, he passed. . ' , . 

, ** * ' 

" •> The motion was adopted. 


THE VOLUNTEER'POLICE BILL. / 

Mr. President : The House will now resume further consideration 
of the following motion moved by the Honourable Sir. Crerar on the 24th 
August : ' 

“ That the Bill to make, provision to enable volunteer police forces to be consti¬ 
tuted temporarily and employed locally for the purpose of preserving the public peace 
and protecting persons and property, and to define the powers and duties of sucli police, 
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to referred to a Select Committee consisting of Maulvi Muhammad Yakut, Mr. J: M. 
Dunnett, Mr. M. Keane, Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar, Mr, D. V. Belyi, Dr. A.- Suhra- 
vardy, Pan'dit Hirday Nath Kunzru, Mr. Abdul Haye, Colonel j. D. Crawford) and the 
Mover ; and that the number of members whose presence shall be' necessary to consti¬ 
tute a meeting of the Committee shall be five.’’ 


Lala Lajpat Rai (Jullundur Division : Non-Multamniadan) : Sir 
I regret I cannot support this motion. I have ho hesitation in saying that 
the motive behind the Bill and the, abstract principle underlying it are 
both laudable, but the Bill as presented and tbe time at which it has. been 
presented force me to raise a. series of objections to the Bill. .My objec¬ 
tions fall under three.heads. My first objection is that the Bill js inoppor¬ 
tune. This is not the time for such a Bill to be, put on the Statute-book. 
My second objection is that it is liable to be used or; abused for communal 
and political -purposes and therefore it should not he proceeded, with. My 
third ■ objection is that the Bill is unworkable and therefore useless.. In 
my judgment it- cannot be made workable unless the Honourable the Home 
Member agrees to radical changes being made^in the Bill including: that 
part of it which he considers to be of the essence of the measure. . 


I will take the last point first. The answer given, to me .by the 
Honourable the Home Member on the last occasion, i.e., when he moved 
the motion, for referring the Bill to the Select Committee, was to the effect 
that Die word “ temporarily ” in the Preamble was of the essence of. the 
measure. I was sorry to see that the reporter of an important , . Anglo- 
Indian paper ridiculed-my enquiry.' There'are some persons here in tlie. 
Press Gallery who are always ridiculing Members on this side of the House. 
1 do not make any grievance of it, but I would like them to listen first before 
in an y ridicule of that kind. Happily or; unhappily, I do not 
s ,im a one on that point. I have in my hand the opinions given by com- 
ailt l , ori t tlCS to Tv * 1 ? m the Bill was sent for'opinion. ' Many officers of 
s are views not only about the dangers of communal and 
political troubles being accentuated if the provisions of the Bill are 
wi ° °? Cra / 1 ? n 1T ? ,^ ie present state of public feeling in the country 
M SY*? * tak( i objectlon t0 the w °rd “ temporarily.”. -Sir, the Bill 
i r T° lunteer force is to b e recruited “ temporarily ” to meet 
j?- Cles ' 7 av e carefully read the speech which' Sir ' Alexander 
rnn? Q^ ade at ^ inae wheil lle introduced- the Bill. I have carefully 
sneech Objects and Reasons and I have.also, listened, to the 

in this 7 the Honourable the Mover of the Bill on the last occasion 

ments^ W „ +' " fin< * no indication in any of these speeches and stafe- 

hns arisen \ f ^°/‘ ce ls "°ing to be trained before any emergency 

It is ■uhnittn i VC v n j C crGntef i °nly when an emergency has arisen, 
trained SdfflJSv ^"S\ tha i tf force which has not been properly 
been told how thU n -° - sc for . tbe emergency. We have not 

esnergenev ATv in i° rC -° '' d trained or disciplined in time to meet that 
nehnfous' form' S"? 0 ? J?, that the whole thing is left entirely in a 

does not define what is mlant bv Tt^^Lrefore^t/^ 017 “ nd - * 

and if n force is roor, ;<wi < 1 7 i nerefore, if an emergency arises 

is not a trained or dicoinK™^^ 0 ™ 1 ? 5 aTi** 10 P n fP 0S e and if that force 
foree is to be trained nnH- f . one ', lt ' svlb be °f no use whatsoever. If a 
C trnincd ° n] ‘ v dnrm t' the emergency period, then probably by 
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the time the force is trained, the emergency will have passed away. There¬ 
fore, I"submit that the word “ temporarily ” practically makes the pro-.: 
visions ,of the Bill unworkable and useless for the purpose . for;, 
which they are - intended. I contend that under the provision: of -, 
this Bill, the training is to be given ■ after, the force' has been,.recruited... 
Without training,- :a force of this .kind would . be useless. Nay^ some 
authorities hold that-it would be more-embarrassing than helpful. 

. , My second contention is that this is inopportune. W,e are in the,, 
midst of a communal wave aud also, I may say, in the mi'cLst of .a political' 
conflict.. In .this countryj. the Government and the people of the country 
are not identical. The Government'is not made by the people.The,people 
have ho. hand'in the constitution of ; the Government. The, .Government, ,is 
not responsible, to’ the'people. We often find, that the interests,of. the'. Gov¬ 
ernment and. the interests of the people are not identical. The Government, 
of this country , is conducted by an official hierarchy, which is , recruited’ 
mostly from outside. ,. The Government is, one which is imposed, on us. 
from outside.’,’, .Uhjief, these, conditions,, it is pnly natural that those'people ’ 
who are struggling for,'emancipation, for making. this . Government re-, 
sponsible to the people, who are struggling for . self-governmentbeing. .• 
introduced into this country, should often find themselves in the unhappy 
position of being up against' the official hierarchy that is ruling 1 the country. 
Their interests not being’identical, the conflict, as has been shown on many 
occasions ’ by actual experience, is ver.v keen and bitter. Under ( the,se eir-', 
ciimstances,' there is' a mutual distrust between the two parties which'is : 
only inevitable' and I should say natural. The people do not trust this 
Government fully ■ and the Government does not trust the people fully. 
As a result of' this mistrust the people are all divided into two sections— 
one in favour of the' -Government and the other against it! These 5 latter" 
are Nationalists. ‘ Most of'the-people support the Nationalist party and the ; 
Nationalist'demands, and whenever there is a cry of disorder, and anarchy 
there is a conflict of 'opinion between the Nationalist forces 'and the Guv-’ 
efnment ’ forces. What the Government' is'pleased to call disorder and 
anarchy is "considered to'be perfectly legitimate and essential for 1 the poli¬ 
tical progress of the ‘country' by the other side, ' Therefore/ we are not 
always, at one in interpreting disorder and anarchy. We may illustrate, 
this from the history of the non-co-operation movement. Th. the days of 
the non-co-operation movement we found that the Government was ranged 
on one side and the people on the other. When in 1905 ! our couhtrymeri in 
Bengal started the Swadeshi movement, and started the boycott of foreigri 
cloth they had to start picketing shops which sold foreign cloth. Jn 1921/ 
in pursuance of the non-co-operation programme, the vast, majority of 
. educated people who supported that programme 'started picketing not 
only the foreign cloth shops but also'the liquor shops. Therefore; it is 
obvious that in this political struggle there are two parties whose interests 
are diametrically' opposed to one another, whose view of law and order 
and whose view';of anarchy and disorder are’at Variance with one another. 
Under these circumstances it is natural for both parties not to trust each 
other fully. , ' * • 

Now, Sir, this .point has been raised , by several officials to whom this 
Bill was.sent for opinion./..They do not like this Bill because they suspect 
that the recruitment of this force might strengthen the anti-Govemment 
forces, i.e.. those forces which they consider to be anti-Governmerit. Thev 
tkmk it is possible that recruitment might take place with political motives 




4164. 


[8th Sett. 1927. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

[Lala Lajpat Rai.] . . 

and might embarrass and harass the Government., On the other side, 
we also are suspicious that recruitment might take .place with the object of 
suppressing the political movement on the ostensible ground of disorder 
and anarchy under conditions which we consider to be unjustified. I mean 
to say, that though we on our side may not consider that there is any; 
disorder or anarchy to be put down or suppressed the Government may.hold 
a different view and may use the forces raised by virtue of this measure 
against; us to suppress what they consider disorder and anarchy. Under 
these circumstances we in this part of the House are not prepared to be a • 
part}* to the giving of any power to Government which might be used against 
us in the prosecution of our political movement. Therefore, although it is 
said by several Governments and several authorities that the measure being 
permissive there is'no harm in making : an experiment, I'for one am not 
prepared to take that view. We know from experience how permissive 
measures have been turned into repressive measures ; how once a permissive’' 
measure has been placed on the Statute-book it has been Used for the 
purposes of repression. Therefore, I very seriously doubt whether, under 
the present circumstances, this measure is a sound one to be put on the 
Statute-book at least from our point, of .view. ’ . i 

Some analogies were given by, Sir Alexander Muddiman in his speech 
when introducing the Bill and those analogies .have been repeated by 
several people whose opinion was sought and who have given their opinions: 
There- is the analogy of the General Strike in England and the situation, 
that arose thereunder when the people made an appeal for the maintenance . 
of law and order ; and it is said a similar condition in this country might 
arise. In fact, some people have said that the non-co-operation movement 
was a movement of that kind. I submit the analogy does not apply at all. • 
In England the people and the Government are one. The Government. is 
made by the people and the people are responsible for that Government, 
while the Government itself is reponsible to the people. In India that is 
not the case. Neither is the Government responsible 1 to the people nor 
are the people responsible to the Government. Therefore, that analogy 
does not hold good at all. There is no question of a civic sense of . duty. 

I grant that it is desirable to arouse and develop a civic sense of duty. 
But this sense of duty, can only have full play when both sides re¬ 
cognise their responsibility to each other, when they are for practical 
purposes one. .Under the present circumstances,this civic sense of duty is, 
liable to be interpreted in different ways by the two parties and therefore, 
I submit, the analogy of England has no application. In fact, the analogy 
of those countries which have got self-government does not apply to India, 
in any case ; and that analogy not being applicable, T submit the object 
with which the Bill is introduced - is not fulfilled. I might perhaps take 
some risk in the matter if I found that the Bill gave us something tangible 
and valuable. We are asking every day for the Tndianisation of the 
services, for the Tndianisation of the Army and for the Indianisation of the 
police ; and if there be any chance of an 'auxiliary police force being 
recruited and raised under this Bill to be used for emergency purposes, 
perhaps we might find ourselves in a ,position to support this measure to 
sonic extent. But that, is not the case. .No attempt, is being'made in this 
onso to recruit men to an auxiliary police force .to' he trained and dis¬ 
ciplined and kept .in readiness for. all emergencies. That is not the case 
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here. If there were advantages of real discipline and training one might 
oe Tempted, even to take the risk that this trained and disciplined force 
may be used against ourselves, we take that risk when we plead for the 
Indianisation of the Army. An Indianised army may be used against us 
by this Government, but then the corresponding advantages that we will 
have a trained Army ready when we get self-government. But even 
that much is not granted by this Bill. When on the last occasion I raised 
the question, the Honourable the Home Member clearly said that the word 
“ temporarily ” was of the essence of the Bill. Therefore, I find nothing 
in the Bill which would tempt me to give my support to it. The objections 
I have raised go practically to the root of the Bill and I believe that no 
amount of changes in the language of the Bill are likely to reconcile us 
to the Bill as at present framed. Some of my friends are of opinion that 
instead of the District Magistrate and Superintendent of Police being the 
authorities to recruit this police force and select members, there should be 
appointed a board of representatives' of the people who in conjunction with 
the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police may recruit and 
select the members of the force. Sir, I am not so simple as to believe that 
Government is likely to agree to this, and therefore I think it will seem 
no useful purpose to raise that point in the Select Committee. If, how¬ 
ever, the Honourable the Home Member is likely to give us any assurance 
to that effect, perhaps some of us might be able to change our views. But 
my objection that the Bill is liable to be used for communal and political 
purposes, will stand still. In this opinion I am supported by a large 
number of officials who have given their opinions on this Bill. I submit 
therefore that the Bill is inopportune. Perhaps it may be useful to havua 
Bill of that kind at some other time. At present it is liable to be abused 
and it is liable to increase the mistrust which already exists between the 
Government and the people. 

I therefore oppose the Bill, but before I conclude I desire to show by 
reading to you some of the opinions of Local Governments and other 
officials consulted how my views are supported by them. At the outset, 
Sir, I may state that in the opinions received, no opinions have come from 
the Bombay Government and the Madras Government. I learned on 
inquiry that no opinions have as yet been received from those Governments. 
Those are important parts of the country which are entirely unrepresented 
so far in these opinions. The whole of Southern India have submitted 
no opinions—at least'those opinions have not been given to us and I was told 
only yesterday' that they had not yet been received in the office. So we 
have to confine ourselves to the opinions of Local Governments in Northern 
India and I will take first the opinion given by the Chief Commissioner 
of the North-West Frontier Province,- at page 5. You will see, Sir, that 
he says there : * 

“ T have come to the conclusion, that it would not be likely to BeTve any useful 
purpose in this province. Volunteer forces have been employed in times of disturbance 
to assist in the maintenance of order but they have usually been levies employed under 
their own Khans - and it has not been found necessary to give them any particular 
powers. If an additional force were required it could still be employed in this v ay 
and I do not. think anything would be gained by enrolling them as volunteer nolice. ” 

The next opinion is that of the Judicial Commissioner of the North- 
West Frontier Province. He distinctly says : 

“ So far the District Magistrates of Kohat, Bannu and Hazara have sent in their 
opinions. They arc opposed to the Bill, though on different grounds. While accord¬ 
ing -to the District Magistrate of Kohat the measure is unsuited to his district, con¬ 
sisting, as it does, almost entirely of a rural population, the District Magistrate l of- 
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Bannu considers it unnecessary in view of ,the .existing provisions of the 'Police Act 
which in his opinion are quite sufficient for all practical purposes and should be allowed 
free operation. The District Magistrate of Hazara, on the other hand, holds that it 
is open to serious objection for two reasons, vie.\ (1) that -the public moralitj- is 
extremely low ’ ’— ' 

—7 that is Ms own opinion— , • ■ , 

‘ ‘ and tiie existing forces of law and order are regarded with aversion rhther than 
with sympathy and therefore the civic sense . has not yet reached such a stage as to 
make the introduction of a measure of this, kind safe and (2) that in any crisis such 
a Force'would only be an added source , of anxiety. ,. My own opinion con¬ 

tinues to be that the.Bill is totally and completely unsuited to the pooplo and conditions- 
of the North West Frontier Province.” '' ' 

.Then, Sir, we come, to the opinion of the Inspector ..General of Police, 
North-West .Frontier Province, (piloting from one officer he says : 

“ .The scheme in practice would be productive of extra work, embarrassment. 

and anxiety to the Superintendent of Police in times ,of. trouble. The third officer, Mr. 
Lawther, in the first place objects strongly to the omission, of any provision for thu 
exercise' of control over Volunteer Police Forces'by the'Inspector General of Police,' 
and further points out that the civic sense, involving, as-it must, a repression of. sec¬ 
tarian and communal prejudices, does not and cannot exist in the.India.of.to-day. ; I 
fully agree with Mr. Lawther and would add that it follows that, .without this civic 
sense, the scheme' for the creation of a Volunteer ‘Police Force is. not within the range 
of practical politics. ” ‘ ' ..... 

, .Then, Sir, we come to the Government of Bihar and Orissa, who are 
ve?y strongly opposed to this Bill. They say in paragraph 2 as follows..:’ 

* ‘ His Excellency in Council considers that the Bill .as-introduced in the Council 
is still.open to the objections put forward in Mr. Sifton’s letter and sees no reason to 
differ from the opinion expressed by Sir Henry Wheeler’s .Government in,that letter 
that the Bill is unworkable and impracticable, at any rate in Bihar and Orissa:”.' , 

Every one wants to save his own province from the effects of tMs 
Bill. ; - - ■ 

Then in paragraph 4 the Chief Secretary to the Government.-of'Bihar 
and 'Orissa says : ’ ' ; , 

“ Further the temporary nature of the,Force has been emphasised., ..The force is • 
to be embodied only to meet an emergency and this means that in the stress of.meeting 
a difficult situation the District Magistrate and Superintendent of Police 1 will have 
to find time to select, enrol and organise it. It would he difficult to create discipline in 
such a force even if it were of a- semi-permanent•• .nature ; being merely tempo¬ 
rary means that it will be entirely untrained and its value will consist merely of its 
constitution of ‘ men of good will ” . , . 

Then in the last paragraph, paragraph 6 , he says : , ' ' ’ r - 

“His Excellency in Council would, however,'‘prefer, that the ;Bill; should be 
dropped forthwith ; experience in Calcutta and Delhi, shows that when suitable mate¬ 
rial is available, the existing law makes it possible to .create an emergency force; 
when such material is not available, the Bill will either be. a dead letter or-if used will 
be a source of danger rather than of protection ”, . . 

There is another letter, Sir, on this file from the Government of Bihar 
and Orissa, which says : - 

■'‘ The objects of the Bill are, accordingly, .on. .the..one hand, to provide a material 
accession of strength to the regular*-'police for- tlie preservation* of the public peace 
and the protection of life and property, and on the other, to, exploit the-valuo of co¬ 
operation by the public and to .encourage the growth of a civic sense. The .Bill, there- 
fore, contemplates the introduction by the District Magistrate-of a volunteer police 
organisation for use in cases of emergency. •• , > , . ..■*•> 





. TFIE . VOLUNTEER, vPQIIQE ®TLL. 


4.167 


The scheme apparently takes its origin from the striking, success of fecial consta¬ 
bles in England during the general strike of 1926. The Local Government are con¬ 
vinced .that the analogy is misleading.' 5 5 f ' f 

Then he says : 

“ >It isttrue that the non-co-operation 'activities live years ago bore some resemblance 
to-,the g^neial (Strjke in England, but 'it cannot be .supposed that, if the proposed Bill 
had been lav at the., time, any considerable body ,of,,voluntary-police ,would have en¬ 
rolled ior restraint of that movement. Nor is such a national emergency contemplated 
in the (Government of India’s .letter as the occasion for the use of volunteer police. 
IClie .proposal instead,is for >the .local enrolment of volunteers to cope with local disorder. ’* 

“ Experience of local disorder in more recent years is confined to,communal iighf- 
ing, mostly between Muhammadans and Hindus, and more 
.4 p.si. occasionally, between landlords and tenants. To deal with 

such trouble locally enrolled volunteeis would be peculiarly unsuited. A force in¬ 
tended to preserve the peace, where communities are in a state of severe tension, mu=t 
Ije .impartial and ( that is precisely, the.fjlement'piat is,laejeing .when .feelings aye running 
lijgb. Where trouble arises concerning kurbani or tne passage of Hindu music .near 
a mosque, neither 'Hindu’s noi'-MuliAnimadans -would be available, who would be un¬ 
tainted with partisan feeling.” 

Then, Sir, there is another paragraph about training and discipline. 
The Chief Secretary says : 

•“ Such material is entirely lacking in Bihar and Orissa, save in one pr.two locali¬ 
ties whore 'there are settlements of ex-sepoys. Before, therefore, the Indian/volunteers 
could be anything-but a public danger, ( there must be jiveeks of training without \yh;ch, 
the'force, liowcvei -well-meaning and patriotic, would belittle better than a rabble! It. 
is’ certain that any District Officer' o"f experience would prefer to rely in trouble upon 
a small but disciplined force rather than on the pame force ^diluted with untrained. 
\olunteers. The force must therefore* b’e raised sevei'al weeks, ahead of anticipated 
-trouble or be useless when the emergency comes.” 

Then also he says : 

In actual practice the Local Government believe that the Act would be a dead 
.iettoi iin .the .province. .Considerable odium attaches in -India to the name' of .police, 
which, thanks to -the-rhetoric ,o£ the -politicallyuninded classes, is' regarded as an execu¬ 
tive arm.. . . ” ' ' 

,What else it- can be passes anybody's comprehepsion. It always is an 
executive arm, the police in all countries. , But what , follows .is mere 
significant. The police 

** Is regarded* as an executive arm of a foreign bureaucracy. The call 'to support 
die police would not evoke a patriotic response, for the civic sense is not,created by, 
but is a condition precedent to, the call to public duty. The young men of the intelli- 
gi .itsia, even if they .were impartial, would not readily .ioin in the event as constables, 
while the men of the lower classes would be at lieait paitisans in the event of any com- 
.nurnal trouble, and their enrolment would equally embarrass the authorities an (lealine- 
With it.” 

Then, Sir, finally he says, towards the end of paragraph 4: 

'‘ For the above reasons, the Local Government are opposed to the general prin¬ 
ciples of the Bill and regard it as unworkable and impracticable, at any rate in Bihar 
and Orissa.” f 

Then he says : 

.‘‘It has been pointed out above that, if the force is to be trained (and without 
.Gaining it would be useless) it uiust be raised in advance of the emergency for which 
it is to be used.” ' " ' ’ - ‘ 

Then finally the verdict js given in these words : 

“Eor the above reasons His Excellency in Council after consultation/with the 
Alinistcrs is not in favour of-the proposed-'Bill. ” ' ' ” 
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So here not only the Local Government but also the Ministers are 
against this Bill. 

Then, Sir, we come to-a straight opinion from Madras, which of course 
is not accompanied by the opinion of the Madras Government. It is the 
opinion of the Madras Chamber of Commerce. They say on page 9 : 

“ The Bill provides for the raising of a lemporary police force; but to be, of 
practical value in time of emergency it is-considered that the Volunteer Police should 
be a more or less permanent force. Without training or discipline a volunteer force, 
cither military or police, is of very little assistance to the Regular Forces and it is 
reasonable to suppose that in many cases emergencies would be of so temporary a 
nature that by the time sufficient Volunteer Police'were collected, appointed and equip¬ 
ped, the need for them would have passed.” 


Then we come to Burma. The opinion of those consulted by His 
Excellency the Governor in Council is in full agreement almost unanimously 
in favour of the Bill. 


We then come to the United Provinces. They are decidedly against 
this Bill, at least their officers : 

“ The most important change in the Bill is the insertion of the word “ tempo¬ 
rarily ” in the Preamble. This has made it clear that there can be no question of 
constituting a volunteer force as a permanent reserve, but it is not clear whether, the 
intention is that the force should be raised only to meet a definite emergency. Under 
clause 3 (1), the District Magistrate nmy constitute the force for such period as he 
may fix, « * * * The se t- the usc 0 f the term ‘ temporarily ’ in the 

Preamble is somewhat vague, but there appears to be nothing to prevent the constitution 
of the force for a period of years even though the district is not faced with anv emer¬ 
gency.” 

This opinion is absolutely unfavourably to the wording of the Bill. 

V But if the intention is that the force should be enrolled to meet an emergency, 
anti disbanded when that emergency is over, the Governor in Council considers that the 
Bill will serve no useful purpose. ” 


There is another letter from the Government of the United Provinces, 
I would read a few sentences from page 11 : * • : 

" The Governor in Council is not sanguine, however, that these objects are likely 
to be secured by the legislation now proposed.” 

In sub-paragraph (3) of paragraph 3 of the same letter they say : 

“ The occasions on which a volunteer force, even if forthcoming, could safely bo 
employed are also few. It would be quite impossible to use volunteers to assist the 
regular police in dealing with communal troubles. As the Government of India are 
aware, it is difficult enough to keep the regular police free from communal bias. 
^ olunteer constables would be unreliable and would merely add to the anxieties of the 
local authorities. In the conditions at present obtaining, a general strike sneb as lias 
occurred recently in England is hardly a contingency with which it is necessary to 
reckon. Volunteers might bo of some assistance in dealing with local strikes in a town 
such as Cawnporc, provided that the strikes were not political in origin ; but even 
this is doubtful. When such strikes occur, opinion is usually divided amongst the 
educated cla»=cs, and few persons belonging to these classes are willing to risk an cn 
■ counter with turbulent mill hands. Volunteers have occasionally been found useful 
at large customary fairs, but it is questionable whether their utility would be much 
inerta-cd by formal enrolment.” • ' _ 


In the next paragraph, they discus;? the question.of discipline. I do 
nor propose to read it. In the 4tli paragraph they say : 


‘ * For thcoo reasons the Governor in Council does not think that 
would materially help the administration. 7 * 


legislation on the 
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Then, Sir, -we come to the letter of the Inspector General of Police of 
the United Provinces : 

“ I am nevertheless unable to -withdraw my general objection to the Bill as ex¬ 
pressed in paragraphs 1, 3 and 8 of my letter (of such-and-such date) and I may say 
that all Deputy Inspectors-General fully agree with me in this opinion.” 

He goes on to say : 

“It is very uncertain whether volunteers will come forward, and, if they do 
come forward, whether their motives in doing so will not be such as will embarrass 
rather,than assist the authorities.” 

That is their fear. Then in paragraph 2 he gives a very decisive 
opinion against a temporary force : 

“ As I have stated in paragraph 2 of my previous letter, it seems to me to be 
quite useless to wait until an emergency arises before volunteers are enrolled and this 
view is supported by actual experience in England. * * * * There is a further 

consideration applicable to India though not to England which makes it important 
to have Voluntary Police here enrolled for a period of some duration. This is that if 
Voluntary Police are to be taken on only during the continuance of an actual emer¬ 
gency, it will not be possible for the Local Government to prescribe sufficiently long 
notice of resignation under section 8 to prevent volunteers resigning at such short 
notice as to embarrass the authorities who were relying on them. If, therefore, there 
is to be any chance of a Volunteer Police Force in this country being of any use 
in time of trouble, English experience as well as common sense support the view that the 
force must be enrolled for a specific period, as in the city of London, and trained on 
a quasi-permanent basis. ’ ’ 

Go, Sir, this opinion is almost decisive. Then, Sir, we come to the 
opinion of the Commissioner of the Fyzabad Division. He says on page 14 : 

‘ ‘ In my opinion, the Act as drafted.” . ' 

Mr. President : Order, order. These are too long quotations. Is it 
not possible for the Honourable Member to state in his own words the 
substance of the opinions he is quoting ? 

Lala Lajpat Rai : With due deference'to the Chair, the opinions of 
these officials, quoted in their own words, are much more important 
than any words that I can use. I do not want to take the responsibility 
of abbreviating them, or amplifying them or paraphrasing them. 

Mr. President : Order, order. The Honourable Member knows that 
all these papers have been circulated to every Honourable Member of 
this House, and I would suggest to the Honourable Member that he 
should state the substance of these opinions in his own words instead of 
making long quotations. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Well, Sir, I know that some Honourable Members 
do not read all the papers that are given to them. {An Honourable 
Member : " Question 1 ”) 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : I for one did not read them and did not care to read them. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : It may be questioned, but I know it. I myself 
do not read all the papers. In deference to the Chair, I am"not going 
to read all the extracts, but I am going to read only a few lines from 
each letter. 

Mr. President : I have been listening to the speech of the Honour¬ 
able Member for nearly half an hour, and all that he has been doing is 
to read the opinions of each Local Government at length {An Honourable 
Member : “ Of each officer ”)—of each officer as well.' However, I should 

02 
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like the Honourable Member {An Honourable Member -.’“ Finish it ”)—• 
to'be nlore’brief. 


Lala Lajpat ( Rai : The Honourable ‘Members on the ( Government 
Benches would of course like that I were to sit down, ibut >1 am not 
going to comply with their request. I have got to discharge my duty. 
ILov> ever, - in deference to the Chair, I shall remember-the advice that 
has been given and shall not read long extracts -but only igive the 
substance of each opinion recorded in these papers. The (Deputy Com¬ 
missioner of Lucknow whose letter consists of two printed foolscap 
pages summarises his objection in the following words : 

“'To sum i up, the 'proposal is sound in theory as regards i the development of a. 
chic sense, and I welcome the implied'recognition of the Government of India that 
the existingipolite'force needs’strengthening. The Bill if ‘passed into law might'be 
useful in the’event ofm grave emergency ^arising,’but cannot be justified on that ground 
alone as 1 emergencies can be dealt with by Ordinance. i 

finally, if tlie Bill becomes law, I would uTge that its provisions are not applied 
to this district.” 


i3vcry one says that his own district and his own .province-should 
be exempted from’the evil effects of this Bill : 

“ without much fuller and maturer consideration, and without fuither exploration'or 
general opinion.’’ . , 

On page ‘19 the District’Magistrate of Aligarh raises strong objee- 
t ; on« to the local use of police force locally enrolled. ‘He says : 

“.J very much doubt whether the time is-yet ripe for giving'it effect in the general 
manner suggested ’ \ • - 

Then X come to Assam. The Chief Secretary-to the Government of 
Assam says : 

“- but the opinions expressed on. the details of the Bill indicate clearly,, that the 

measure is'not likely, in present circumstances, to be of any ,great practical value 

m Assam. Tn the opinion of most of the officials and of some of the non-officials 

consulted, the volunteer police force \\ill! be a hindrance‘ratliei than a help 'in'times 
oi political or communal disturbances, when the feelings of partisanship will bo too 
strong tor their sense of discipline.” 

Then lie says that the opinion in that province is 'divided. There 
is one opinion in this case, from which with your permission T' shall 
House. r a few sentences. The Superintendent of Police, 
Sylhot, says : - < 


Congress Party will welcome the Bill, if the force is const!* 
C ^ P "' 1!,'?,,yrgular police so that they may .better organise their own 

flu'lr^iciiAtul ’• n ' C BlK 1S bc, " K cons(ruC(1 by them as an attempt to counteract 


The Deputy Commissioner says : 

“ Mr personal views on the proposed Bill are distinctly unfavourable.” 
The Commissioner of the Assam Valley Division says : 



a, be 'untrostWoAhr.” 


engaged 
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I have almost come to the end. The Deputy Commissioner of 
Darrang says : 

“ My own opinion is.that the time is not yet ripe .for.introducing such,a. measure 
in India. ” 

Then comes the. opinion of Mr. Chaliha, Chairman of the Local Board 
of Sibsagar, a. Congress ■ leader, : 

* ‘ Though the proposed objects of the Bill are innocent and even commendable, 
its provisions are such that it may be utilised, against the liberty of- the subject and 
the. political advancement of the country unless the men enjoying popular confidence 
-only be Tecruited, and, unless the people are given, a voice in the decision whether there 
is such emergency as to call for mobilisation of' the volunteer force or whether the 
force collected is to be disbanded . ,J 

Then, there are unfavourable opinions, of officers of the Bengal Gov,erne 
ment and- Ajmer-Merwara, which) I will not read. 

Well 1 , Sir, I have not read’ the opinions which are favourable to the 
Bill. There are some officers who say that the Bill is innocent, it is 
permissive and that it may- be tried. But I hardly find any very strong 
on in ion in favour of' the Bill. T maintain that the objections I have 
urged are very cogent against the Bill and judging, from the opinion 
of’the official'world 1 so' fan as it has been expressed in these opinions, 
the balance of 1 opinion is against 1 the Bill. Their opinions are based* on 
. different' grounds. Our decision is also based on different ground hut 
there are common grounds also, for example, about the temporary 
character of the' measure, about the inadequacy of the provisions for 
training and discipline and the danger of its being used for communal 
and political purposes. On these grounds, Sir, I submit that the Bill 
is not a timely measure and should not he pressed. I- hope the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member will withdraw the Bill and introduce it at some 
more favourable time, in a more favourable' atmosphere. The present 
atmosphere is not one -in which it is likely to be received with that 
amount of sympathy and good will, as. are necessary for the success of 
the Bill! I therefore oppose the Bill. “ 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Madras. City : Non-Muhammadan 
Urban) : I also* desire to.state my objections to this Bill and shall do so 
in the briefest possible manner. I consider that, this Bill is a piece of 
political strategy on-the-part-of the Central Government. I consider also 
that the unsophisticated. Opinions of the various Local Governments leveal 
to us that -this is neither a sound administrative proposition nor a genuine 
national'proposition. Nobody-on this side of the 1 ,House will be* opposed 
to a genuine attempt t’o establish a volunteer force on a national and per¬ 
manent footing for the training of men in civic duftes, but that is not 
really, as I understand it, the purpose or structure of the Bill:, Judged, 
thei'efore, by the purpose and structure of the Bill, I consider that this 
is a very half-hearted and-strategic attempt on the part of the Govern¬ 
ment to set up something' which is bound to fail. They will then tell us : 
Behold ! Here is a' thing they have been clamouring for that we have 
given to the people of India.* They have been asking-for it but they 
ai'O not able to work it, and therefore there is.no use of giving anything 
further Whatever denials or repudiations may come from the other 
side, to my mind strategy is undoubtedly at the back of this measure. 
Let me say at the outset that I agree with the Central Provinces Govern¬ 
ment when they point out that, if you really want in an emergency that 
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there should he a trained volunteer force, unless it is a permanent force, 
you cannot have any such thing. "Where is the training to come from. 
The Honourable the Home Member said the other day in answer to Tjala 
Lajpat Rai’s question that it will not he within the scope of the Bill 
to take steps to establish a permanent force. Then again, I agree with 
the opinion of the Commissioner of, Police in Calcutta.and the Govern¬ 
ments of Bengal and Bihar and Orissa that this force will not be .of the 
slightest ' value in times of communal harassment and trouble. 
For, as was pointed out very forcibly by the Government of Bihar 
and Orissa, you do not want a local police drawn from the very factions 
which are warring with, one another to operate as an emergency or 
temporary force in addition to the ordinary police force. ■ In the, ordinary 
police force it may be taken for granted that owing to years of training 
there is some measure of discipline and obedience to rules. .,;But, if you 
call a temporary force into existence and try to train it, ,y,oil, can under¬ 
stand how defective it must he and how it must aggravate, those very 
local troubles which it will be the purpose of this particular, force to 
deal with. Therefore, Sir. I certainly prefer the opinions of the Local 
Governments, though it is a company which I find myself very rarely in. 
The only doubt which crossed my mind when I read the papers was, 
why is it that these Local Governments are against it ?> May..there, not 
be something good in it after all ? But. the real purpose of this Bill was 
soon obvious and I discovered that the Central Government was , much 
Pi® 1 '® astute than the Local Governments and wanted to lay the responsi- 
uli y upon the people of this country, and that therefore it was nothing 
but a political manmuvre which must be resisted by the popular party. 

lcre is no administrative necessity and no national purpose behind it. 
.{\ t0 "° ai pl this volunteer police force subordinate to the officers 

in charge of police stations, sub-inspeetors and the like, that is really 

oriEl 0 ' A ^V S a kiml °f -Aman Sabha which will he brought .into 
exi. tenee. As to the men of good null to whom Sir Alexander Muddiman 
ret erred in his speech when he introduced the Bill at the Delhi Session, 

5 , mei J of £° odwi11 will be manufactured.' We know what 
u L 1 ? VO L untee " forcc will he put to. Just those troubles which 

}L5 n? ' 1 t0 re ? U , ce +h,s volunteer force will aggravate. That is my 
of tlm rLr'’ rSC + have not the great experience that lies at tlie back 
we have - 7 cr , UTlCT1 * ^ think we have go't common sense.; 

weielis dnV.i ii° 11T t eXT3< i rieriCe ’ an< ^ while the heaw responsibility 
we do ° f the Government- of India on the other side, 

and that resno ™eihivt * 10 res Pomsibility on our shoulders is no less, 
with which n nnniiliJ G °mpels me to say that this is not a measure 

honest strai^htf nLii -1 ^ a ' + can a * aP Agreement. Give us an 
mil top of tlii Tw J volunteer force, with full liberty to elect a Com- 

we can Wsrtr "° ? rpa ? , l e if " Gire - lls « volunteer force which 
Or if it is to be‘trained forca > anf l then I can sec something in it. 

five purpose in it nf t Vlfo raianent ^ 05 ' < : e there may be sound administra- 
From the admini’frativo S ?? national purpose behind this force. 
Government n j ' f P fl V° f 7^7 n Pr ° fer the wisdom of the Local 
Hnt of vi,,- j nrofer Lab T Gov ?™mont. From the national 

and .Tonht< to the wisdom nnfi™* s "" isdom and my own misgivings 
v.sdom enthroned on the opposite side. Therefore, 
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Sir, I feel bound to oppose this Bill unless of course the Honourable the 
Home Member agrees, of which there is very little chance, to go back 
upon what he said the other day about making this volunteer police 
force a permanent force and agrees to make all the other changes m the 
Select Committee which it will be our object to make. As he is not in 
agreement with our views it is a futile proposition for us to co-operate 
with Government in this particular measure and say that it may contain the 
germs of a really national citizens’ guard out of which we may be able 
to make something at some remote point of time. We have seen how 
much we are able to make out of anything. I have not the slightest doubt 
whatever that it will be an impossible position if the District Superin¬ 
tendent of Police and the District Magistrate are given the powers which 
are proposed to be given in this Bill, if it is expected that really men 
of repute, men who have got public spirit, are to work as volunteers. 
I do think this is a method of sorting out those followers of the Govern¬ 
ment, and this Bill will' add a large army of those who will be very 
anxious 'to have these honorary appointments in addition to the army 
of title-holders. It is nothing but a political Bill, nothing but an attempt 
i o gather up an army of, followers for the Government. Therefore, Sir, 
however much I may desire that there should be a national police, how¬ 
ever much I may ; desire that there should be a proper volunteer force, 
I regret I am constrained to oppose this measure, having regard to its 
purpose and structure as revealed in its provisions, and having regard 
to the opinions which have been expressed by the Local Governments as 
to the utter inutility of such a,piece of fragmentary legislation that is 
sought to be put upon the Statute-book. 

Mr. M. Keane (United Provinces : Nominated Official) : Sir, the 
arguments of my Honourable friend opposite seemed to me at least to 
be singularly unconvincing ; his speech was amusing but not convincing. 
He said that this legislation is a piece of political strategy. His mind 
is much too acute not to see where that leads. Having told us in the same 
breath that every Government in India had opposed this piece of political 
strategy, he was of course reduced to the position that the Government 
of India had not even trusted the Local Governments with the secret of 
this piece of strategy ; other vase of course the Local Governments also 
would support them in their desire to introduce this Machiavellian 
scheme ; the Government of India did not want to share the secret. 
You, Sir, will remember who was the originator and the author of this 
Bill, Sir Alexander Muddiman. I leave it to the House to say whether 
he was likely to be a Machiavelli ; that was not his character. In regard 
to my Honourable friend, the Lala Sahib from the Punjab, Lala Lajpat 
Rai, I .realise that he is opposed to the Bill, and strongly opposed to it, 
but I was left very vague as to his own individual reasons for opposing 
it. For the first time, as far as I know, he has based his opinions, his 
convictions, entirely on the opinions of those whom we are accustomed 
to hear described as bureaucrats. His supporters in every case were the 
police officers ; he read with great gusto and great commendation the 
opinions of these officers and he insisted almost in defiance of the Chair 
in quoting their very words, so that no portion of the honey might be 
lost. He took a very high line over this very small Bill. lie told us that 
Government and the people are not identical. That alone was sufficient 
to stamp the Bill as bad and something to be rejected. But Government 
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arid' the' people were riot ! identical' when we had'the yarn Bill- the other, 
day and yet if was carried by the help of the people,. The argument that, 
the Government and the people are not identical would be a reason why 
hh should tahe no Bill on the floor of this House. , - . 

lidla Lajpat Rai : I never said that. 

Ife M. Keane : If aVc take this very high line 1 regarding Bills, we' 
shall never get any Bill. Neither of the speakers who has taken the 
floor hitherto has atteriipted to dis'euss the principles Of the' Bill itself. 
Tliese long’ quotations' will not do'.' We have had before' from all’ ovdf 
the country' very niany 1 opinions on the' ratio arid' everything 1 else. Btlf 
that* did not preverit Memb'ers of the Assembly' from taking' eacli rhattei' 
into' consideration and exabrinihg the Bills’ fori themselves. 

This 6ill, as we know] has two aspects. There is onV aspect ; the 
poiiit of view of encouraging the growth of -a civic sense'. FrOfti 'the 
second aspect, we desire to Create soiriething' that will he a hc-lp' td tile 
police. , These two aspects have to he remembered'. I need not delay 
ov’er the first -aspect'. The Honourable Lala Sahib admitted that it wak 
desirable, to* encourage' the growth of' a civil’ sense arid, through all 1 tliose 
letters that, he, reatl it will be found tliat in every single v oriri of them the' 
desire of the Local t Governments is to the same effect. They all bless that 
particular principle underlying the Bill, namely, the effort' to create a 
civic sense. It is realized', everyone eari see it, that' the civic sense is' 
groAving up about us. It is to be seen everywhere at r the present day. 
Some of its manifestations are due to Western influences But some are 
indigenous. This civic sense is growing. The seed is there and no\v' 
Ave are told that we should let the seed wither and die. There is a call, 
though no doubt it is a feeble one ; are we going to turn our backs on it 
and pass on oui - Avay ? We cannot afford being told later—and you 
know that Ave have been told so on many other occasions—that Avhen 'the 
opportunity Avas there Avhen we had the seed, we did not help to nourish 
it. It there is .no public opinion behind this thing, then the seed will 
tall on stony soil, but the fault will not be ours. We will have nothing 
to reproach ourselves with. The departure is a new one ; no man can 
guarantee success, but we can, at any rate, make our profession of faith. 

tw * +• , ernmeni , S have without exception expressed approval of 
that particular principle of the Bill. 


crifiS)’^ Z 1 } 1 b 1 ™-! 0 tl ) e otliev P ur Pose of the Bill which lias been 
letters which +i 1( f w Gtai1 which most attention has been given in the 

creatin'* i 4 - m . nr , Honourable Lala Sahib lias read, I mean the purpose of 
The two mirnospc 13 be helpful to the police ,in times of emergencA-. 
iox'vaZe the SolTw cxcl ™ * ®y way. You can em 

be useful 1 Now^f cw , le ® ense as Avdl as create a police force that will 
purpose of rtt aiii Loeal Govern ™ents. m whose minds the utilitarian 
say fhe least of it W ^ ppe . rmos ^ have I admit, received the Bill coldly, to 
whose daily dutv k fkV* T 1S “ at [’ ral Y 01 -] come to consider it that men 
feetly well" have at firi task °+ administration and aa-1io, as Ave knoAv par- 
like to ImoAv what is the* osentt ™e a very inadequate staff, would first- 
Bill rariier than look S the " oh] " to ^ from the 

have been refenim* mta ®S lb J?» P? ssll )ly visionary aim to which 

u • >»»< •* t-t ait “s'ttss “ s™ seKe ' Th « “ rtoi,,iy 


Avas hound to get such 
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opinions' as' Were -quoted from police officers by the Honoai'able- Lala 
Shtiib. These' opinions are undoubtedly in many cases opposed to the 
Bill. For instance’the Inspector General of my own; Province 1 said that 
now that the Government 1 of India are determined to go on with this 
Bill, his' duty really is to see' how far its dangers are to be minimised. 
(Laughter.) I forget his exact words, but I think this is the gist of what, 
he said. This position is perfectly understandable. I am ready to quote 
ahd give all* due weight' to- these opihibnS; because I want the House to 
consider why'subh opinions are 1 given and why it' is not necessary^ for us, 
as - the Honourable' Lala Sahib has done, to accept then!- unquestionably. 
"Wiiat, I Want to show'is that'the position of the police officers is perfectly 
understandable: They are a'obustomed to 'deal with a trained force, 
with men wild can and'who know how to obey orders. They believe that' 
if a voltWteer 1 force 1 is 1 given'to then! 1 , it will’ be certainly condposed 1 of 
iheh) who in’ their opinion will be untrained men over' Wliom their 
eonfr'Ol' will be' shiallj men for Whom the Bill provides very’few and’very 
inadequate' punishment^: Naturally they are doubtful about the utility 1 
of Sucli' a force. That, V cab sec and eVery one can* seel Their opposi¬ 
tion’ Has been hardened' by one special consideration of our' own time; a’ 
consideration that is colouring the thoughts of every one at the present 
time, that is the communal situation. There is no question that the 
officers Who have' dealt with this point have throughout envisaged 11 only a 
situation in which this volunteer police force will be suddenly Brought 
into operation, suddenly constituted to meet an emergency, that has 
just arisen. This whole point, 1 think myself, has been to a great extent 
misunderstood by the police officers who have given these opinions and 
they have all been deceived 1 , as I think the Honourable Lala Sahib has 
been deceived by the intrusion of the word “ temporarily ”. I cannot 
say exactly what is in the mind of the Government of India in this matter. 
(Hear, hear.) But as far as- this Bill goes, this word “ temporarily ” 
has to be read with the clause in the Bill which lays down that the force 
will be constituted for such period as the District Megistrate may fix. It 
ife not a force to be constituted only to meet an emergency. If it were 
so, Sir, I quite agree that it would he open to many of the objections 
raised by Honourable Members m the opposite side. I visuabse 
the force as being brought into operation in normal times (Hear, hear), 
a'force for which there would be time enough to give it training, so that 
when they are called upon to act, they will not act as a rabble or a mob, 
but will act as a trained and a disciplined force. There will > be oppor¬ 
tunity for the District Magistrate to sey whether the men who offer them¬ 
selves for recruitment are suitable or not. He will have an opportunity 
of testing their character before selecting them and of seeing that they 
are not men wlio have suddenly come forward under the spur of some 
partisan or communal or political feeling to join the force That force 
in being created null be created temporarily to the extent that it will 
be for such time as may be fixed and that fixation of time would of course 
depend on such rules as the Local Government may make subject to the 
orders of Government of India. The rules of the Local Government 
have to be considered and these rules will show to what extent, for bow 
long, and on wliat occasions, the force will be constituted, and if that 
is examined, if that is considered, I think it will then be clear that many 
of the criticisms which the Honourable the Lala Sahib has read out are 
robbed of their sting, practically every one of them. (Applause.) 
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' Nawab Sir Sabibzada Abdul Qaiytim ..(North-West,Frontier Prov¬ 
ince : Nominated Non-Official) : What about the criticisms- of the 
Honourable Lala Sahib about our distrust of one another. He said that 
we are incapable of trusting one another and that no useful purpose 
would be served by having a volunteer force at this time of'communal 
trouble. 

Mr. M. Keane : My Honourable friend here asks me what will , be 
the position if they cannot trust one another. My answer there also,,would 
be that: that would apply mainly if it:were a. force that would be called up 
at the very moment the emergency arose. Then.I say that the force .pro¬ 
bably would be stimulated and spurred by feelings from .which they, 
could not free themselves, feelings born of their own environment, com¬ 
munal feelings. But this force would be called up in normal times, they 
would have been .enrolled together, their feeling of solidarity would 
already have been established, .their comradeship ,in the game, way cement¬ 
ed,, and they would have acquired by that very enrolment beforehand and 
by their training a feeling of solidarity and comradeship that would, .one 
might reasonably hope, mitigate at least .the asperity . of, , communal 
feeling.. . . ; 

I have little else to say, Sir, and I, do not want to take up the time of 
the House at’this late hour. I merely want the .House to'consider what 
this little Bill aims at and to take the gift horse which is being offered'to 
us, not to look it in the mouth.' ... - . . • 

Mr. T. Prakasam (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I' thought the Honourable Mr. Keane 
was delivering a Sermon from the Mount after six years of struggle ip 
this country. He started by saying that this small Bill will create a civic 
sense of duty in Indians. He says that the seed shall be sown now and 
if this opportunity is not availed of, it may be that the Government and 
the gentlemen who are supporting this Government will be finding this 
seed thrown on a stony soil and it will never- grow. If Mr. Keane had 
been in India and if he had watched the events since 1921 (Honourable 
Members : “ He has ”), he would have seen what civic sense the Hindus 
and Muhammadans and the members of all other communities in India’ 
possessed and how, not under the orders of ’the Government, but under 
the orders of the great national organisation, they formed the national 
volunteer force in 1921 which discharged the duties of all the police and 
even the military for a period. (Laughter.-) Laughter, comes from the 
opposite benches, if they remember that the Governors of Provinces could 
not get men to take their luggage to the railway stations, then, my Honour¬ 
able friends would not be laughing. It was the national volunteer force 
that discharged the duties of tjie police and the military that made it 
impossible for .the Governors and other officials to command even coolies 
to take their luggage to the stations during, the period of' repression. 
(Continued laughter.) -You will, laugh as long as the; system of govern¬ 
ment, continues to.be-what it is and until you are forced to vacate your 
seats. - And may T say, Sir, how it started ? Yon will please note that 
Lala Lajpat Itai, though lie made his appeal-to withdraw this Bill in the 
gentlest possible way. has been criticised by Mr. Keane. Lala Lajpat Kai 
■s one of the biggest leaders of India, who violated your law, your' unjust 
aw that was promulgated in 1921 declaring*the national volunteer forces 
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unlawful ; he was one of those who courted imprisonment and who had 
suffered imprisonment on tliat account. You forged the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act in 1921 with a mew to kill the national life in the country, 
with a view to destroy the national police and the national volunteer force 
that had been organised under the segis of the Congress. Well, Sir, it 
must he said, to your credit, that with all the forces you could command 
you could suppress the movement. You succeeded also in suppressing the 
great non-co-operation movement which was based on non-violence and 
which meant no offence to any of you, no injury'- to any of you ; after you 
succeeded, there was a change in the programme and policy of the 
Congress ; ,that great man who has departed, the late Mr. C. R. Has, 
changed the programme and he created a new situation by forcing 
Congressmen into .'the, Councils and by' making dyarchy impossible in 
Bengal. When you found that that was a greater force Than, the boycott 
from without, y r ou, wanted, to kill that force also and you sent about 110 
men as i detenus bay'ond the seas to rot in the Mandalay forts ; and last 
Session we were all complaining here that a Member of this Assembly', 
who was one of the -detenus, a 'Member who had been summoned by the 
Viceroy to attend the Assembly, was prevented from doing so. Here he 
is present to-day and you will find that he represents the national force of 
•India,. and ; that -there are men outside also w,hose civic sense of duty has 
riot been killed by' all your efforts arid with all the forces at your command. 
Now, you are satisfied that the Hindus and Muslims who walked hand in 
hand, chained through the streets of India when they were members of a 
national volunteer force are disunited. You imprisoned them both ; both 
suffered for the sake of the country', for the freedom of the land ; and 
when you saw that Hindu-Muslim unity, upon the basis of which this 
great' movement - If’ Swaraj was started, would take you to the 'end of 
your business in India, y'ou'thought you should put, a stop to that unity'. 
You tried to break it up. (Laughter.) It is not a matter for laughter. 
I have been one of the unfortunate or fortunate men who had witnessed 
many centres of the Hindu-Muslim riots, starting from the first one at 
Multan in 1922 ; (An Honourable Member : “ Riots now in Nagpur ”.) 

Yes, it is going on now in Nagpur to our shame and sorrow, I say it. And 
then, Sir, when they saw that Hindu-Muslim unity was so strong that if 
it continued it would be difficult for them to resist the force of it, agencies 
were set on foot to break up this Hindu-Muslim unity. That was what 
I saw in certain centres ; that was the result of my investigation also on 
the spot ; and they now see to their satisfaction and to the satisfaction of 
all those who are not interested in the freedom of this eounlry that Hindus 
and Muslims are breaking each other’s heads, are killing each other and 
destroying each other and this land. Now, they' find that this is the 
opportune moment to introduce this “ small ” Bill, giving all the power 
to the District Magistrate to bring into force this army, so that this army 
might be used against our own people even in these communal riots. Is 
it not a matter of shame to us that this Bill should he forced on us and 
that we should. have to say that this Bill will he misunderstood and 
that this would lead to difficulties ? This is what Lala Lajpat Rai has 
said. On that aceo.rnt, so much criticism has been levelled against him. 
Now, Sir, I say that, this Bill is a calculated measure ; it is in keeping with 
the policy' that vas started in 1921. It is introduced now with a mew to 
remove the last spark of nationalism in this country. (An Honourable 
Member : “ No, no.”) I hear a voice “ No, no very good. But you 
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' . ’ [Mr. T. Prakasum:] , , 

must take the wl)ole* thing in continuation ancl see. , What is the position 
of a- District Magistrate* now in this land ?- ,H : e was the Governor, before 
1-920. ■ 

Mr. President : Order, order. Before-the Honourable Member pro¬ 
ceeds 1 further with his observations, I should like- to know what attitude 
tlie Government propose to take with regard to-this Bill in view of the 
opposition to it from the non-official side. : 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home Member) : Mr;. President-, I 
am indebted to you for giving me the opportunity at this'stage to explain 
the position of Government, and' I think: it would conduce both to the 
convenience and. economy of the time of the House' if I- indicate the iiri- 
pressions which have; been made upon me by the speeches' of the Honour¬ 
able gentlemen opposite and- the conclusions' to which they lead me-. I 
am, naturally considerably disappointed that so- many Honourable gentle¬ 
men opposite'should oppose this measure. But. I- hope that I' am- logically 
justified in drawing from their speeches the-inference, which is some' balm 
and consolation to me, that there'' is evidently a substantial degree of 
.satisfaction with and confidence in the existing permanent police force. 
I certainly consider that Honourable gentlemen opposite, though- they are 
not very frequently in the habit of' expressing that opinion; have a V«ry 
•strong, justification, for doing so. In particular,, I notice with satiisfae : 
tion that my Honourable friend Lala Lajpat Rai has not limited himself 
to language from which I could draw , any general inference of that 
kind, but has actually quoted the wordfe of a considerable number of 
distinguished police officers with high approval. 

Diwan Chaman Lall (West Punjab ; Non-Muhammadan) : On a 
point of order, Sir. Is the Honourable Member making a speech or .is, he 
going to tell us whether he wants to proceed with the Bill or not V , 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : Well, Sir,. I do hot intend to make a 
speech at any length, but I think I may be permitted to make, a , state¬ 
ment which will reasonably convey the' actual. position.- 

The Bill has, I think, been in-many’ respects "misunderstood or not 
quite correctly represented. There is'nothing in'the Bill about-an" emer¬ 
gency, : and there' 1 is a ! provision, with regard to the point raised by'my 
friend Lala Lajpat Rhi that the Bill is d temporary one,- which I think 
ought. td’;be intelligible enough. There is a provision‘which enables the 
District Magistrate to continue'such a force from time to time.- -Well,in 
brief; tlie measure"'was frankly''an experimental measure. '-Its - object 
was to have a Bill as elastic- as possible which would ' enable' - a Local 
Government to feel its why, to'initiate* a scheme in-its jurisdiction, or-in 
any part of it', arid if the experiment showed proiriise of happy success, to 
continue it.' ’ - ; 

Then, Sir, I' should like to say one word - more with regard to the 
suggestion made by rnorethan one, Honourable gentleman! opposite, tliat- 
the Bill really.'represents "a strategic or a tactical or a political device, 
io a large extent that-has been replied to and I .think adequately re¬ 
plied to by mj' Honourable friend 'Mr. lveane'. Really, I think Honour- 
a e gentlemen opposite,• -will, on -reflection, be prepared to agree that, 
regard to the history of this-Bill. it is-really far less a matter of- 
7 tlcs than of a personality.., The personality'is that of my predecessor. 
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Sir Alexander Muddiman, against whom charges of -political -duplicity 
and Machiavellian intrigue -are not likely to-carry-;com T ietion-either in 
this 'House -or -in.any (place 'outside -it. And, - Sir, -I-.venture ito -say that 
I. am 'entitled, uf- Sir Alexander 'Muddiman lisiacquitted - on'.that charge,-as 
I-contend.he »is entitled’to be unanimously acquitted on .that charge,— 

3 -think, Sir, ‘that, as in a .sense •! inherited' this .-Bill .from jhim, J -am 
entitled myself and .personally to share in -that (acquittal. Because I 
must 'most .’positively -and vehemently disavow that in -proceeding with 
this measure-I avas -animated'by any calculations-.of that mature. Sir, .it 
must be obvious to the House, I think, from -the mature of .the .measure, 
from the terms'in-<which .it .was introduced ;by the Honourable Sir 
Alexander Muddiman and from .the attitude ’which ’Government have 
observed, throughout, I that there was no .intention to proceed-.with this 
Bill unless .it received a substantial degree of support in the various 
quarters * of the House. -The'Bill. has .not received substantial support. 
On the-contrary it has (received-a-.large measure-of opposition. It would 
be -useless'to proceed with the .-measure in'those circumstances and, .there¬ 
of ore, Sir,-I wish to .'indicate on behalf of the Government that they have 
no intention of proceeding further with this measure. 

s-Mr. President,: ‘Does the Honourable Member .ask.leave to withdraw 
this motion ? 

The Honourable-'Mr. J.f.Crerar : Yes, t Sir. 

The motion was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

STATEMENT.OF BUSINESS. 

* The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett ("Leader of the House) : With 
your .permission, Sir,, I desire ,to make a statement-regarding the Govern¬ 
ment'business'for next week., ! We' propose , to. ask , for. orders from, yon, 
Sir, that the House should not sit' on Monday, the 12th, in order t-hat that 
day may‘be devoted to the'sitting of-tke'Select' Committee on-fhe Criminal 
Lav Amendment’Bill. f On'.Wednesday, 1 the 14tk, we 'propose to bring up 
any Government business which may remain over for disposal 1 from to-day’s 
list,-and .thereafter, .-a'.-motion may-be made for leave to’’introduce a Bill 
to amend.the Inland-Bonded Warehouses-Act. - Motions rwill; also be. made 
to-take into consideration.and,-if passed,-to „pass the Indian' Divorce 
(Amendment) Bill and the Assam Labour Emigration (Amendment) 
Bill, as passed by the Council of State, and the Bill to amend-section 59 
of the Indian Income-tax Aet, which was introduced on Monday last. 
Thereafter, if time permits,' tame v ill be given for further consideration 
of the Report of the Select Committee on (he amendments to the Standing 
Orders. ’ 

Tuesday, the 13th, and Thursday, the loth, have been allotted for 
non-official Resolutions and Bills, respectively. 

It is .proposed, subject to your orders, Sir, that; the.House -should-'sit 
on Friday, the 16tli. in oder to take into consideration,the Report of the 
Select* Committee, on 1 the Criminal Law_ Amendment,Bill, ,to the passing, of 
which during the'present'.Session Government attach considerable.import¬ 
ance,, and Ibis.Bill vHlI,*if not disposed of on the 16th,.be taken-again on 
Monday,, the’ldth, .and'thereafter, we propose to.finish-any.business left over 
from' the ‘-list' 6f \W edne&lay, .the '14th. 

'The House ' will r observe? that -no- time -has! been -allotted - for ! further 
consideration of the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill and 
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[Sir Basil Blackett.] . , 

for taking into consideration tke Imperial Bank of India (Amendment) 
Bill. Informal discussion of all possible alternative methods of consti¬ 
tuting the Bank and forming a directorate lias, as many Members of this 
House are aware, been proceeding actively since last Friday. Various 
interesting suggestions have been under consideration. But .meanwhile 
a week has passed and the possibility of finding time for the further con¬ 
sideration of these two Bills during the current Session has been rapidly 
receding into the distance. The House knows that the Government have 
throughout regarded the shareholders’ plan as the one which offers the 
most satisfactory solution of an admitted^ complex problem. The alter¬ 
natives all raise troublesome and indeed controversial points and the Gov¬ 
ernment would be reluctant to ask the House to adopt any plan when 
practical working and implications have not been fully investigated and 
cannot be confidently provided. It is obviously desirable that the solution 
to be finally adopted should be adopted after the fullest consideration. In 
these circumstances, the Government have regretfully come to the conclu¬ 
sion that the best course in the interests of all concerned is not to proceed 
uith the Bills at present. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban): 

5 pm. I should like to know, Sir, whether there is any 

chance of this Bill being proceeded with in the 

Delhi Session 1 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : I do not think that I can add 
anything to the statement that I have made. That is a question of 
prophecy. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar : Is it certain, Sir, that there is any pro¬ 
bability of this Bill being proceeded with at all 1 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : I should not like to say “Yes ’’ 
or “ No ” to that question. I cannot add anything to the statement that 
I ha,ve already made. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan) : I 
cannot undei'stand why the Government after deliberately agreeing to 
a State Bank, are now reopening the question about a Shareholders’ 
Bank. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : I do not think there is any¬ 
thing in my statement which justifies the Honourable Member’s remark 
about the re-opeuing of the question of the State Bank. I think that 
if Honourable Members will carefully consider the statement that I have 
read they will come to the conclusion that that gives them all the infor¬ 
mation tha,t is available. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar : Sir, I should like to say that this is really 
not a correct procedure on the part of the Government. No explanation 
has been given for this extraordinary step that appears to have beeu 
adopted. I do not know who is responsible for it. There is not the 
slightest doubt that Members in this part of the House have at great 
expenditure of time and at great pains eo-operatetl over this in order to 
establish a national Reserve Bank, a State Bank with-elected Indian 
majority on the directorate on a wide franchise. I think the Honourable 
le iMnance Member—the Leader of the House—and Members on the other 
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side must have been a,ware of the very strenuous efforts which have been 
made by non-official Members on this side of the House in order to co-oper¬ 
ate with this Government in promoting a State Reserve Bank of a popular 
type and in bringing it to a,successful conclusion. Under these circums¬ 
tances, Sir, it is a matter of the greatest surprise, it is a matter of painful 
amazement to us, that the Government have felt themselves obliged not 
to proceed with the Bill “ for the present.” It is, if I may. say so, a 
euphemistic way of saying that it is very unlikely that they will proceed 
with the Bill. I can draw my own inference, and Members on this side 
can draw their own inference. The gentlemen of the Joint Select Com¬ 
mittee have sat for' over two months over this Bill, any number of public 
opinions have been received, Members of this House have given it the 
greatest possible attention, and this has been the piece de re-sistUnce of the 
Simla Session of the Assembly. In these circumstances I do not, know 
on whose initiative, on v r hose responsibility, the House is to be treated 
•in this fashion. I would say, Sir, that this is a procedure against which we 
must most emphatically protest. The Government have trifled with this 
House and its liberties, and have flouted its views. We have exhausted the 
■ limits of co-opei'ation in the matter of the State Bank. Members of this 
House and the public outside will know that there is no use whatever 
in co-operating with the system of Government which is such as to abort 
a Bill which has been put on the agenda, upon which plenty of work has 
been- done, and which is practically lost to us. We have had 
no intimation of this before, and no respect has been paid to 
this House and its rights and dignity. Therefore, Sir, I consider 
this as a bolt ‘ from the' blue. One can guess where that 
bolt from the blue emanates. I say, Sir, that this really makes it im¬ 
possible for any one to predicate ep-operation hereafter on the part of 
Members of this House with the Government in any business. If this 
is the way in which wc are to be treated, I would respectfully venture 
to ask you, Sir, to see whether the time has not come for the Standing 
Orders to be so amended tha,t, when the Assembly is seized of a Bill, 
the Assembly should have the right to proceed with the Bill notwith¬ 
standing any unwillingness on the part of Government to proceed 
further with the Bill. Members on this side are in a weak position.... 

Mr. President : It is not the practice of this House to subject state¬ 
ments made by Government Members to any lengthy debate. Honour¬ 
able Members are entitled to put questions with a Hew to elucidate 
these statements. I have allowed the Honourable Member, under the 
special circumstances of this case, to make a brief statement, by way 
of protest and resentment on behalf of non-official Members at the 
attitude of Government, but I hope Honourable Members will not go 
further and use this occasion for a lengthy debate on the statement. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar : Very well. Sir. That is not my inten¬ 
tion at all. I only want to express our most emphatie protest,* against 
this signal insult to this House. I think we should like to {express 
our strongest resentment at the way in which we have been treated by 
the Government, whoever it is, or whichever part it is, because the 
Government is a corporation. I warn the Government, wc consider 
ourselves to have been treated in the most scurvy fashion. 

Mr. T. Prakasam : May I know, Sir, whether instructions have been 
received from the Secretary of State that the Bill should he withdrawn f 
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'• ' Mr. --President : TheuGliair (has .no-'-information ron the .subject..;. 

. ' 'JSr. T. 'Prakasam : "May 1 aslc 'the ^Honourable ;the ;Leader of the 
‘House ; through the /Chair, Sir ¥ ' " ' . 

, (At this tstage ; all ;the^Members ,of >theCpngress Party -walked out of 
the House..). . . ■ , 

' ^Mr; President : -Does the 'Honourable -Member, J the -Leader of i.the 
'‘Nationalist Party; want to enter a separate protest ? - - - 

.Lala Lajpat Rai : ,1 just .want to .'(associate ,myself with the protest 
tfyat.Jias been made by the. Leader of ,^he .Qopgress Pprty. , 


' THE'CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 

The .Honourable ; Mr. J. .Crerar •- (Home -Member): I . move that- the- 
instructions given j to the Select Committee. on the -Bill further to amend 
-the Indian Penal-.Code .and the i Code ;of .Criminal-procedure, 1898, for-a. 
certain purpose,-.to present its Report within; seven days-be .withdrawn,and 
that the Select Committee be instructed tospresent its .Report i by ( the 14th 
September 1927. It has been found impossible,-since ithe passing of the 
motion toirefer-the Bill to a-SelectsCommittee, to arrange for a-.meeting of 
-the .Select - Committee. .1 understand ;that i: to-morrow and 'the follow¬ 
ing day a large number of (the iMembers of '.that Committee wouldl 
-find-it inconvenient to .attend, dt is i proposed • that * this; Committee should 
meet-on Monday nest.. That is tliei reason -.why.-1 pi-opose that-the time- 
fo.ri the (presentation ofvthe 'Report,shoukllbe extended. ' <. . 1 

• - - . ; - . . 1 .I . . • 

•...The motion .was,,adopted. ‘ ‘ , ’ : • ... 

- “ The Assembly then;adjourned till'Eleven'of the' Clock' on Tuesday,, 
the-T3th ■ September, 1927. t • ■! ■< ' - ui ■ h . 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
iRIr. President in the Chair. 

MEMBER SWORN. 

Sardar Gulab' Singh, M.L.A. (West Punjab : Sikh). 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Transfer op the Railway Clearing House Office to Delhi. 

913. Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Will the Government be pleased 
to state whether the Railway Clearing House office is to be 'shifted to 
Delhi in September 1927 ? If so, why have such orders been passed when 
the Resolution, of which notice has been given by Maulvi Muhammad 
Yakub, has no t yet been discussed in the Assembly ? 

Mr. A. A. E. Parsons : The, Clearing House office is being moved to 
Delhi at the find of this month. The accommodation at Lahore, though it 
could be made to serve the purpose as a temporary measure, was very 
cramped, in fact, I understand that some of the clerics there had ev,en 
during the hot weather to work in verandahs. It was therefore most 
jdesirable to transfer the office to its permanent location as soon as possible 
after the question of its location had been- decided. • 

Hire or Purchase of Buildings at Delhi* for tAe Railway Clearing 
< < ^ . House Office. v 

c > « 

914. ^'Maulvi ‘ Muhammad Yakub : Is it a fact that the building or 
buildings have been hired or purchased at Delhi for the Railway Clear¬ 
ing House office contrary to the Financial Commissioner of Railways' 
reply in the Assembly in the last Session on the 25tli 'March 1927 that in 
Delhi the Government has its own building which can be occupied at a 
little or at no cost ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : We have purchased one building for 3 lakhs 
of rupees after ascertaining that there was no Government building 
in Delhi which could be made available to us for this purpose. It was 
Only a hope -which I expressed in the speech to which the Honourable 
Member has referred, and it lias been noiv found impracticable of 
realisation. - . 

f 

Demolition of Some Parts of the Buildings of the late Oudh and Rohil- 

khand Railway. , 

915. * Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Is it a .fact that some parts of the 
late Oudh and Roliilkliand Railway buildings are being demolished 2 ' If so, 
why 2 
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Mr. A. A. L, Parsons : If the Honourable Member refers to the 
general office building of the Oudh and Roliilkhand Railway at Lucknow, 
the reply is in the negative except that small bungalow has been 
condemned as dangerous and is being demolished. 

Transfer to Lucknow of the Employees of the late Oudh and Rohil- 

khand Railway. 

916. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Will the Government be pleased 
to state whether there is any opportunity of bringing the late Oudh and 
Rohilldiand Railway employees back to Lucknow ? If so, when and how '/ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The attention of the Honourable Member is 
invited to my speech in this House on the 25th March, 1927, in which 
I explained how the Government and the East Indian Railway Adminis¬ 
tration were endeavouring in a number of ways to return old Oudh and 
Roliilkhand Railway men to Lucknow and other up-country stations. 

Opening op Primary Schools for Muslims in Ajmer-Merwara. 

917. :; Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Is it . a fact, that in view of 
the comparative fall in the number of Muslim pupils, in the primary 
schools of Ajmer-Merwara the representative of the Provincial Muslim 
League, Rajputana, waited on the Education" Member and, submitted a 
memorandum to the Government of India in October 1925, in which, among 
other suggestions, numerous centres of Muslim population were pointed 
out as fit places where, primary schools for Muslims'could be opened ? ' 

■ (l) If the answer be in the affirmative,-will the Government be pleased 

to state if any schools Rave .since been opened in any of those centres s 

. .. Mr, A. R. Dalai,: (a) Yes. ,, 

(5) The Honourable Member is referred' to my reply to part (b) of 
his question No. 849 which was asked in this-House on the 5th . September, 
1927., ; .Y ' 7 . ... . ; 7 • 

Development of Primary'Education among Muhammadans in Ajmer- 

■ • Merwara. ‘ ' •’ ■ 

' 918. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (a) Is -it a .fact .that the-memo¬ 
randum by the Provincial Muslim League, Rajputana, submitted to the 
Government of India, in October. 1925, reminded ■ the Education Depart¬ 
ment that 'in April, 1920, the Honourable . the Chief Commissioner :of 
Ajmer-Merwara strongly, approved of the formation of a small Committee 
to develop primary education among Muhammadans ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Education Department has not as yet done 
any thing towards the carrying out of the promise of the Local' Govern¬ 
ment ? 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : ( a ) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 
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Number of Students refused Admission into the Government High 
School and the Moinia Islamia High School in Ajmer. 

919. *Maulvi Muhammad'Yakub : Will the Government be pleased 
to furnish the information as to how many students were refused admission 
during the session by the Headmasters of the Government High School 
and the Moinia Islamia High School which are the two Government Schools 
in Ajmer ? How many of these were Muhammadans ? 

Mr. A. It. Dalai : A statement, showing the particulars required by 
the Honourable Member in so far as they are available, is laid on the 
table. 1 


N umber of boys who were refused 


Name of School. j 

| 

admission during the session. 

j Hindus. 

Muhammadans. 

Total. 

1. Government High School, Ajmer* .. 


16 

113 

2. Moinia Islamia High School, Ajmer 


26 

31 


■■ 

42 

144 


*For July 1927 only. 

N. B .—The present session commenced only from the 1st July 1927. 


Number of^Muhammadan and Mahratta Teachers in the Government 

High School, Ajmer. 

920. ‘•'Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a.) Will the Government he 
pleased to furnish the information as to how many Muhammadan teachers 
other than Persian and Urdu Maulvis and the Drill Instructor, were on 
the staff of the Government High School, Ajmer, on 1st April 1917 and 
on 1st April 1927 1 

(b) Will the Government he further pleased to state how many 
Maharatta teachers were on the staff on these two dates, respectively 1 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : (a) and (b). A statement giving the information 
required by the Honourable Member is laid on the table. 


Government Sigh School, Ajmer. 



On 1st April, 

On 1st April, 1927. 



1917. 

Number of Muhammadan teachers (other than 
Persian and Urdu Maulvis and the Drill Ins¬ 
tructor). 

3 

1 

Number of Mahratta teachers 

2 

o 


Supervising Staff of the Boarding House of the Government High 

School, Ajmer. 


921. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Is it a fact the Assistant Head¬ 
master, Government High School, Ajmer, is also the Superintendent of 

i.2 
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tlie boarding house attached to;the School- arid has an Assistant. Superin¬ 
tendent under him who also is a. Hindu ? Are there any; Muhammadan 
bovs in the boarding house 1 ..If so, .why has not a Muhammadan, been 
appointed to hold one of the two posts of the' Superintendent and the 
Assistant Superintendent' of the boarding house ?' • . , . ( 

Mr. A. R. Dalai: The answer to. the first two . queries, is in the 
affirmative. Tliere are only. 18 Muhammadans iQS against 86 Hindus and. 
12 Jains in the boarding house. . • 

Entertainment op Unpasseh Girl Clerks in the Army Headquarters 

... .. Offices. - - -.’ 

922. "Mr. A mar Hath Diitt : (a) With reference to the reply 
to starred q uestieii-No^-lAJ%-dfited 22nd. March 1926, relative to the 
employment of unpassed girl .clerks in some branches of Army Head¬ 
quarters, will Government please state whether such clerks are still being' 
entertained in these offices ? , If so, why ? 

(Z>) .Are passed candidates available to replace them ? '' \ ' ■ 

(c) If so, what is the justification to further employ them ? 

(d) Was it the opinion of a late Quartermaster General in India that 
girl clerks were more of a hindrance than a help to Government ,?.< 

( e ) Why do the branches of Army Headquarters’and tlie-Railway- 
Board engage them in preference to duly qualified clerks ? 

Mr. Gr. M. Young : (a) A few lady clerics who are unpassed are 
still employed because no passed lady' clerks are available. 

(b) Only passed men clerks are"available. " , ' j.." 

- , .(c) Lacly. .clerks are > considered to be ; more■ suitable for; the; work^on 
which they are employed,. . < ... - ;> ' 1 

(d) No, Sir. ' ’ ‘' r -'* _ ' " 

-(c) 'For the reason given in ifcjr 'answer £o' pai't (c). ■ ' ’■ , ., 

I am informed that the, only ladies at present, employed in -the Railway 
Board’s office are ,tw,o, typists-and one .-stenographer.', 


Grant of House Rent Allowances to , the . Clerical Staff of the Army 
..Headquarters,-etct. .-. 

• 923. Amar Nath 'Dutt : (a) With reference to the reply 

on 22nd March 1927 to' 1 starred question No. 1109, relative to the grant 
of house rent allowances to the clerical stall of the 7 Army Headquarters, 
will Government please state whether,the,amounts have since,been worked, 
out 1 ■ • ..... - 

(b) If not, why not ? ' ' ■ ' A, 

(c) Has the expert inquiry been instituted ? 

■ (d) Jf not, when--will it., be done,?.. ... , , 

(c) Will Government please say‘when the labours of Hie expert inquiry 
are likely .to be .finished ? . . . r -.... . 

if) Mhomre the personnel of; tlie’jnquiryA?’. 
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(g) Is it a fact that the 2nd Innes Committee recommended some 
Reduction from the officers’ establishment of the>Army Headquarters ? 

(h) < If so, has any effect been given to 'these recommendations 1 

i * < ? > 1 

( i ) If not, why not ? 

' Mr, G-. M, Young : ( a) Yes. The ,net extra cost is estimated at 
Us. 1-J lakhs. ■ 

4 f i 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) and (d). The officer conducting the inquiry was expected to arrive 
by the last mail and will begin' his inquiry immediately. 

(e) Probably by the middle of November. 1 *, ■> < 

(/) The inquiry is being conducted by Mr. H. N.' Heseltine, C.I.E., 
an officer of the Finance Department, who retired in 1918 after 37 years’ 
seryiee, and,is, an expert in office establishments.- 

(g) Yes. 

, (h) Yes. 

• r ( i ) Does hot arise. 1 f 

i j « » Y y 

Grant of Not-Entitled or Indulgence Passages to Civilian Clerks of 
the' Army Department and' Army Headquarters having an Indian 

Domicile/ ' 1 ' 

'924. *Mr. Ainar Nath Dutt : (a.) Is it a fact that under Army Regu¬ 
lations, India, Volume X, civilian clerks of the Army Department and 
Aymy .Headquarters are entitled 'to not-entitled or indulgence passages to 
the United Kingdom and back to India ? ^ ' * 

(6) If so, will Government please state whether the rule is equally 
applicable to civilian clerks having an Indian domicile • 

(o) If not, why not ? * • 

Mr. G-. M. Young : (a) A not-entitled passage is a passage to which 
$o one is entitled, but all- civilian clerks in the'Army Department are 
eligible for not-entitled passages if vacant berths are available. Under 
present.,conditions, the supply of entitled passages is barely sufficient 
to meet requirements : and there are no berths left over for not-entitled 
passages, which exist now only in name. , . 

(6) The question of domicile has never been raised in this con¬ 
nection. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Leave Reserve for the Clerical Establishment of the Army Head¬ 
quarters. 

925. *Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a-) Is it a fact that the principle of 
the leave reserve for the clerical establishment of the Army Headquarters 
has been accepted by the Government f 

(5) If so, when is it proposed to give effect to this principle ! 
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Mr. G. M.-Young : (a) and (6). The question is under the considera¬ 
tion of the Government of India; and a decision will be reached after 
the report of the officer, who is inquiring into the clerical establishments 
of Army Headquarters, has been received. 

Separate Compartments for European and Anglo-Indian and- Indian 

Clerks in ; the Special Train running between Summer , < . . 

Hill and the Simla Goods Shed, . 

926. *Mr. Amar Nath. Dutt,: (o) Is it. a fact that a special train 
composed of three bogie carriages runs on week , days between Summer. Hill 
and Simla Goods Shed to : transport clerks. of the Army Headquarters 
residing at Summer Hill ? • ' . .5 

(6) If. so, will. Government please state whether there are any orders 
under which Indian clerks and Superintendents are not allowed to'travel 
in the same compartment-with-their European and Anglo-Indian fellbw 
clerks ? y 

(c) Are Government aware that there is a widespread- discontent 
among the Indian clerks that they are made to travel with menials and 
domestic servants of the European and Anglo-Indian clerks in the same 
compartment ? 

(d) Are Government prepared to issue orders to stop this practice ?, 

. Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Yes.-. ; 

(h) No, Sir, there is no separate reservation-for European, -Indian 
or Anglo-Indian clerks. ' '' 

(c) The answer is in the-negative. Government are not aware of any 
widespread discontent among the Indian clerks. These' clerks are not 
made to travel with menials or domestic servants. , . . 

- ’ (d) Does not arise. . . . . .w . 

Retention of the Office of the Master General of Supply in Simla 

DURING. THE WINTER. . ~ . 

927. ■' Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : - (a)' Is it: a-fact that, -with the exception, 
of t ( he Master General of Supply Branch,' other Branches of ’Array Head¬ 
quarters, either, wholly or partly, move down to Delhi during the winter 
months?;- . •< .I . ; - ’ 

(&). M so, will Government please state why this Branch is differently 
treated -in Ihe matter of the move -? ' . • •* - - * • - ’ . 

(c) Are Government aware that there is widespread discontent 
amongst the officers and clerks of this Branch that while their confreres in 
other. Branches of Army Headquarters go down to Delhi, they are forced 
to spend the snowy months in Simla' ■ y r. 

(.<[) Is it a fact that on this account a large number of applications 

• ^ eave ^ or winter months are received from the civilian clerks 

of this Branch ? 

Is , a fact tliat generally medical certificates are called for from 
tne clerks before leave is granted - 
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(/) If so, why cannot leave earned and admissible be granted without 
medical certificates T 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Yes, Sir. 

( b ) There is not sufficient accommodation at Delhi for all the Branches 

of Army Headquarters, and there is nothing to be gained administratively 
by bringing the Master General of Supply’s Branch down to Delhi for the 
winter. ' • ' 

(c) There is no discontent amongst the officers, and Government are 
not aware of any widespread discontent among the clerks. 

(d) No, Sir: On the contrary, the majority of applications for 
privilege leave are received, and granted, during the summer months. 

(e) No, Sir. 

(f) Does not arise. 

Abolition op the Examination System for Recruitment to the Gov¬ 
ernment op India Secretariat and Attached Offices. 

928. s 'Mr. Amar Hath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact that a proposal for tho 
abolition of the examination system for recruitment to the Government of 
India Secretariat and attached offices is under contemplation ? 

(6) If so, when will the decision be arrived at ? 

(c ) Is it a fact that the proposal is to revive the old system whereby 
recruitment used to be made on the nomination basis ? 

(d) If so, what will be-the fate of those candidates who have already 
qualified for appointments in the respective divisions at the examinations 
held by the late Staff Selection Board and the Public Service Commission ? 

(e) Do Government propose to issue orders to the effect that these men 
should be sriven preference to outsiders ? If not, why not 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b), (c), (d) and ( e ). Do not arise. 

Alleged Use of a Time-Expired Pass by the Superintendent, Railway 
Mail Service, T. Division, for his Journey erom Madras to 
> . Trtchinopoly. 

929. "Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) lias the attention of the Director 
General, Posts and Telegraphs. India, and, of the Government of India 
been drawn to resolution No. 2, passed by the Bangalore Railway Mail 
Service Association on the 31st October. 1926. and published at page 310 of 
the General Letter for November 1926 issued by the All-India Postal and 
R. M. S. Union, Madras Circle ? 

(b) "What are the “ card passes ” referred to ? 

(c) "Were they issued before or after 1st April 1926 ? 

(d) If before the 1st April 1926, how were they current after the 1st 
April 1926 when passes had been withdrawn ? 

(e) Is it true that the Superintendent, R. M. S., T. Division, travelled 
under cover of such a time-expired pass from Madras to Trichinopoly on 
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the IStl 1 September, 1926,’iri a first class compartment and was challenged 
by the Travelling Ticket Examiner, Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar,-at 'Tanjore ? 

(f) When was this time-expired pass actually withdrawn from the 
Superintendent ? ........ 

(ff) Did the Superintendent use that pass from the 1st’ April 1926 
up to the date of withdrawal ? ’’ ■ " _ \ 

(h) If so, did he deduct in his travelling allowance hill the railway- 
fare covered by the free pass ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Government have no 
information on the subject. Enquiries are being made and a reply will 
he sent to the Honourable Member in due course. ’ ' ' ...» 

Retention op Excess Clerks in the Offices of Superintendents of 
Post Offices and the Railway Mail Service. 

/•' 939. *Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Is it a fact.that orders have been 
issued that no clerk should be retained excess in the offices of. the Superin¬ 
tendents of Post Offices and the Railway Mail Service ? 

(h) When were the orders issued ? ’ ’ 

. .C 0 ) R it also a fact that Superintendents ai-e asked to certify in their 

diaries that no excess clerks are retained in their offices ? 

• , . ( ( l}_ Is it a fact that one K. Ramaswamy -Pillai was retained in the 
office of the Superintendent, R. M. S„ T. Division, Trichinopoly; 'in excess 
from January 1927 to June 1927 ? •• ’ 

-(e) Have Government taken notice of this irregular retention ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams : (a) Yes. • •' ■ •.' .* <; , :.J 

(h) 7tli March, 1927. ... 

(c) Yes. . ■ > • 

(d) Information has been called'for' and will he furnished to the 

Honourable Member in due course. , 

(e) Action will be taken if necessary. 


Appointment of Yenkataswamy, Postal Mail Overseer, Nellore Division* 
as a Mail Guard in the Railway'Mail Service, Trichinopoly. 

Dut t : Is it a fact that one Venkataswamy, 

° mail Buard 

i£the * -p-: 

post of mfil guirdS P ? POintment Wocfcea tke P romotio » of to the 

vrith ( SctiM t T Yenkataswamy travelled in the mail van 

R Egmolron a reanRltlSn 3 from • Trichinopoly 

R-M. s. i ■ requisition given by the Sub-Record Clerk. Trichinopoly 
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' ^ hat appointment did he hold on the date in the Railway 

Mail berviee and why was he allowed to travel at Government cost from 
Trichmopoly to Egmore ? 

(6) Is it true that the present Superintendent, Railway Mail Ser¬ 
vice, T.-Division, was in 1924 Superintendent of 'Post Offices Nellore Divi¬ 
sion ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams : (1) Yes. But he did not join. 

(2) Yes. Direct recruitment is permitted. 5 

(3) Does not arise, in view of the reply to (1). 

(4) and (5). Information has been called for and will be supplied 

to the Honourable Member. , - 1 

(6) Yes. TJp to 1st September, 1924. 

, \ 

Improvement op the Prospects and Terms op Service op Supply and 
. Transport Store-Keepers in the Indian Army Service Corps. 

932* *Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah. : (a) Will the Government please 
state the total number of candidates that offered themselves for the 
clerical and storekeepers’ appointments respectively at each of the last 
two' examinations for recruitment in the Indian Army Service Corps of 
Supply and Transport clerks and storekeepers ? 

What is the total number of'qualified candidates on the waiting 
list for clerical and storekeepers’ appointmehts respectively ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the storekeepers have to prove their knowledge 
of book-keeping in addition to passing the usual test which is common 
for clerks and storekeepers 1 

(d) Is it a fact that the storekeepers have to deposit a cash security 
of Rs. 1,200 which is not demanded from clerks ? 

(e) Is it also a fact that the scale of ,pay of storekeepers is much 
lower than that of clerks 7 

( f ) When do the Government propose to improve the prospects and 
terms of service of the Supply and Transport storekeepers to attract 
a sufficient number of qualified candidates ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) 750 candidates applied for clerical appoint¬ 
ments and 62 for storekeepers’ appointments in the last examination but 
one. The numbers for the last examination were 738 and 180, respec¬ 
tively, 

(5) 127 for clerical appointments and none for storekeepers’ ap¬ 
pointments. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Yes, because storekeepers have charge of valuable Government 
stores. Interest on this security is paid annually to the storekeeper. 

(c) No, Sir. The initial pay of clerks and storekeepers is the same. 
The prospects of the clerks and of those storekeepers who are employed 
in the M. T. Branch are slightly better than those of storekeepers in the 
Supply Branch. 
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. . (/), A sufficient number , of qualified candidates already apply for 
appointment as storekeepers ; the remainder of the question does not 
therefore arise. 


Appointment of Candidates who passed the Qualifying Test for Clerks 
for the Indian Army Service Corps as Supply and Transport 

Checkers. . .. 

933. *Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (a,),. Is it a fact, that a large num¬ 
ber of candidates who passed the Indian Army Service Corps examinations 
for clerical appointments as early as in 'March, 1926, have not so far been 
provided? ... 

(b) How many posts of Supply and Transport : checkers have been 
filled since March 1926 ? • ■ . 


(c) "Were all or any of these posts of checkers which were offered to 

passed clerks accepted by any of them ? ■’ 

(d) Do the Government propose to issue instructions to the effect- 

that m future all. vacancies of checkers • should first be offered to passed 
clerks that have not so far been appointed ? ... .. . . * '■ - 

Mr. G. M. Young .: (a) Yes. , '. . , , 

(b) 43. •, ■ ; . •! ■■ 


(c) Three of, the candidates who passed the qualifying test for' 

clerks have been appointed checkers. . * < 

( d ) Yes. . , , • 


Age Limit prescribed for Departmental Promotions in certain Services. 


934. Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (a) Will the Government please 
whether anj 1- age limit is prescribed for the promotion of postal 
officials from the grande of Inspector to that of Superintendent, or for 
departmental nomination for the All-India Accounts and Audit Service, 
or for-promotion from the ministerial appointment of a• Superintendent 
in the Secretariat to that,of Assistant Secretary ? ' lV ■ - 

(b) Is it a fact that departmental candidates holding permanent 
a RP?* ^ me . n ^® * n the second division .of the . Secretariat are not considered 
eligible candidates for examination. for the first division of the Secre¬ 
tariat. if they are above thirty ? . V • ' 

.. ^ so > "'rhen do the Government propose to remove this restric- 


tn 5° n ^ U J able - Mr " J - Crerar : (») I understand that promotion- 

k a e , 0 ^ Superintendent of Post Offices is allowed to postal officials 
one ic T ?! P as< 5ed the departmental examination. Ordinarily no 

is no " omiaat0 .^ for the examination-whose ageexceeds 31 years. There 
prescribed: for the. promotion of subordinates to 'the 
establishment anc \ ^ ccou uts Service, or., of members-of the ministerial 
of the‘Government 1 of r india° f Assistant Secretarios in the Departments, 
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(c) Government do not consider that it is in the interests of the 
public service that clerks in. the Secretariat , should'continue'year after 
year to prepare and enter for examinations till an advanced age,' and 
the age of 30 appears to represent a reasonable limit. 

Grant op Permission to Assistants of Attached Offices to appear at 
Departmental Examinations for Promotion as 
’" ‘ ... Secretariat Assistants. 

935. *Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (a) Will the Government state the 

nature of work usually entrusted to (a) second division clerks of the 
Secretariat (6) assistants of attached offices and (c) assistants of the 
Secretariat ? 11 

(6) Is it a fact that the duties of attached office assistants are more 
like those df the Secretariat assistants than of those of the second division 
Secretariat' clerks ? ' ' 

. .(c) Is it a fact that second division Secretariat clerks are usually 
'considered eligible for departmental examination, for the Secretariat 
assistants and that the attached office assistants .are not permitted' to appear 
at departmental examinations for promotion as Secretariat assistants after 
passing the usual examination 1 • ' ' 

■ >/ (d) When do the Government propose to remove this treatment 
accorded to the attached office assistants ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : (a)'I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the -reply given by the Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman 
on the ,15th September,. 1925,-,to Mr. Mahmood' Schamnad Sahib Bahadur’s 
question No. 943. ; • ■ .... 

(5) .No, Sir. - I should say it was a-matter of opinion. 

(c) No purely departmental examinations are now held for promotion 

to the upper division. All candidates .who are eligible under the rules, 
whether outsiders or departmental, hre examined together and the suc¬ 
cessful candidates come on to ,a common list from which selections are 
made for appointments in the upper division. \ 

( d ) Does not arise. 

Revision of the Pay and Prospects of First Division Assistants in , 

, , - . : Attached Offices..,-! ; 

936. *Rao Bahadur M, C. 1 * Rajah I (a) Is it a fact that the following 

educational qualifications were prescribed for admission to the Staff 
Selection Board examination, iii 1920, namely—First division Secretariat-, 
University Degree, first, division.attached,offices, University Degree, second 
division Secretariat, Intermediate 1 ' - , • 

. (b) Is it also a. fact that the following educational qualifications were 
prescribed for admission to the Public Service examination in 1926—First 
division Secretariat and also attached offices, Intermediate, second division 
Secretariat, Matriculation 1 

(c) Is it a faet that- the educational qualifications and also the nature 
of work expected from attached office first division is more like that of the 
Secretariat first division than’the Secretariat second division f 
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(d) sis it a fact that the scales of pay and allowances'(specially .the 

maximum pay) of first division attached offices is not better'than those of 
the second division Secretariat ? •* ■ • 1 •' ‘ ' ” 

(e) Is it .a fact that the prospects of departmental promotion to the 

first division Secretariat are better for the second division Secretariat than 
for the first division attached offices ? , 

(/) When do the Government propose .to revise the pay and prospects 
•of the first division attached offices to bring them nearer to the first division 
'Secretariat.? ,, • 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar t (a) Yes'. ' , ' 

i • '■ ‘ , ’ # * 

(b) For the examination conducted bj r the Public Service Commission, 
Ministerial Selection Branch, in November, 1926, the Intermediate standard 
of any University or the Senior Cambridge was prescribed as the minimum 
•educational qualification required of outside candidates for the first ,and 
•second division. 

(c) No -exact comparison can be made as conditions vary so widely. 

( d ) The scale of pay for first division, assistants in an attached office 
is Rs. 120—8—160—10—350 and, in certain, offices Rs. 220—12—440. 

The scale for second division Secretariat clerk- is Rs. .100—r8—T72- i ~- 
^efficiency bar —180—8—300 with a special, grade of Rs. 300—25—350. 
“The special grade is confined to. those who show Special merit and capacity 
.and fulfil certain other conditions of service : it is also subject to a limit 
of-10 per cent: ,of the permanent staff:. It will be seen that the'two'scales 
qre not strictly comparable. , • N - “•’ 1 " ^ ' 

■ (e) It is open to an attached office ‘assistant, who is duly qualified, to 
.apply for a post in the Secretariat first division. ' ' . 

(/) The Government of India do not propose to take any actioh'in the 
-matter. 


Revision of the Pay of the Establishment of Attached Offices: ■ 

937. *Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (a) Will the Government please 
state the date on which they received the representation front the attached 
•offices for revision of their pay ? ; ' 

(b) What has been the cause of delay in announcing the decision 

and what is the present stage of the case /; 

(c) When do the Government propose to issue orders and when do 
-they propose to give retrospective effect from the date on which .they 
•received the representation or the date from which they, sanctioned increase 
in the scale of pay of attached office stenographers ? 

The Honourable "Mr. J. Crerar : (a) The representation was received 
in June 1926. '< 

(b) and (c)’. It was necessary to obtain the views of all Depart- 
•ments of the Government of India in the matter. Orders declining to 
undertake , any general revision of pay were issued on the 5th September, 
192/. • 
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-panes n V, h , e Tnr( ' tin "- hut the question and the answer thereto will be found nt 

* 32 of these proceedings. 
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Carriage, Free op 'Charge,, 'by < the Madras and Southern Mahratta 

Railway op Clothes and other Necessaries op Life for the 

Sufferers prom Floods ■ in Gujarat. , , - . 

, 989. *Mr. D, V, Belvi : Will Government be pleased to state : • 

(a) If their attention has been called to a message from the Free 
Press of India under the caption “ Karnatalc Workers for* 
Flood Areas ” published in the issue of the Indian Daily’ 
, Herald of Bombay in its issue of the 22nd August, 1927 1 

(tb) If so, whether it is true that the Madras and Southern Mahratta' 
Railway Company has refused-to carry clothes and other 
necessaries of life for the benefit of sufferers from the floods- 
in Gujarat from the Karnatak, free of charge ? 

-(c), If they will lay on the table the correspondence on this subject 
between Dr. N. S. Hardikar and the said Railway Com-- 
pany ? ' , 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have received an extract copy 
of the article referred to from the Honourable Member aiid are making' 
enquiries the result of which’ will be communicated to him'. 

Travelling Allowance of Indian Apprentice Engineers-of the 

. Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. '' 

940. *Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : (a) Is it a fact-that under the- 
rules in force on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway all' 
apprentice engineers on that line are entitled, to receive travelling allowance* 
at the, rate of Rs. 4 per- night ? , 

■w (6) Are Indian-apprentice engineers paid travelling allowance at that 
rate ? , ., . 

(c) If not, will Government 1 give reasons why this is-nut' done ? 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parson^ : (a) Yes. , . 

, (5) The rule draws'no' distinction between, Indians and' non-Indians. 

(cV Does not arise. . < . 


Total Number of Appointments on Rs. 500 and over : on ' State - 
, , Railways. - , ' r * - 

941. -'"Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state the number of appointments carrying a salary of Rs. 500 and above 
in the Railway Departments under the Government ?. - ... 

t(b) How many of these-appointments are held by Indians (excluding' 
Anglo-Indians) in general and by Biharis in particular ? • • 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I would refer the Honourable Member to- 
Appendix * F ’ in the Report on Indian Railways, Volume I, for 1925-26.. 
Anglo-Indians are not shown* Separately from other Indians in this Ap¬ 
pendix ; but, as I explained to the House'the other day,'we propose to ' 
separate the'figures in future. Our statistics'do not show'the ‘provinces' 
from which -'employees comm.. ' ' ■ ' 
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Total Number of Civil Engineers in the Railway Department. 

942. *Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : (a) What is the totai strength of 
civil engineers in the Railway Departments tinder the Government ? 

(b) How many of these railway civil engineers are Indians (exclud¬ 
ing Anglo-Indians) ? . , 

(c) Is any of these Indian civil engineers in the Railway Department 

a Bihari ? , ' 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The permanent engineer officers number 310, 
of. whom 87 are Indians, excluding statutory Indians. ■ Government do 
not know how many are Biharis. . , ■ 

Appointment of Indians as- Railway Civil Engineers. 


943. *Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : ( a ) Will the Government be pleased 
to state the number of posts of railway civil engineers that fell- vacant 
within a period of the past five years and also the number of Indians (ex¬ 
cluding Anglo-Indians) who were appointed as such ? 

(b ) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of posts of 
railway civil engineers that are likely to fall vacant in- the coming five 
years ? 

(c) Will all these posts be filled up by qualified Indians ? . If not, 
why ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) 39.- 19 Indians, excluding' statutory 

Indians, were appointed. , . , 

(b) '60 approximately. • ” ‘ ‘ f 5 • ' “ 

(c) They will be filled in accordance with the regulations published 
with Railway Board’s Resolutions No. 2058-E.; dated 15tlf July) 1926, and 
4048-E., dated 6th July, 1927, which appeared in the Gazette of India, 
dated 17th-July, 1926, and 9th July, ,1927y.respectively. ■ , > , r 


Appointment of Qualified Indians as Railway Civil Engineers. 

944. *Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : (a) Are the Government aware that 
a large number of Indians including some Biharis having qualified them¬ 
selves for the posts of railway civil engineers from British Universities 
are sitting idle for want of, employment.?■ , 

( b ) Will the Government state the number of applications from Indian 

candidates for the above posts ? - 

(c) Is there any such application from a Bihari candidate ?, 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Government are aware that some Indians 
have returned from abroad having qualified as civil engineers in British 
Universities. ... 


(h) and (c) ; Appointments are made in accordance with the regula- 
lons reterrcd to in the reply givcii by me to the Honourable Member’s pre- 
'ious Question. Under these regulations all applications are dealt with by 
Committees appointed by Provincial Governments and come- . 
Worn ;3l2rr n T nt ^ India do not know exactly how many applications 
i d by the Bihar and Orissa Committee. I might, however, 
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mention that out of a quota of 7 candidates for the Indian Railway Service 
of Engineers allowed to the Bihar and Orissa Province for the 1926 
examination, that Province nominated only 4 candidates. None of these 
qualified at the examination. M 

- ■ . ' Indianisation op the Railway Department. 

945. *Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : Is it a fact that the Government are 
pledged to Indianise the Railway Department? Axe the Government pre¬ 
pared to announce and to definitely direct the Railway Board that qualified 
Indians being available, all vacancies in all grades of the Railway Depart¬ 
ment shall in future be filled up by Indians ? 

. Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The policy of Government is that recommend¬ 
ed by the Lee Commission in paragraph 42 (d) of their report. I would 
refer the Honourable Member to the Railway Department's Resolution 
No. 2658-E., dated 15th July, 1926, in which it was announced that those 
recommendations of the Lee Commission were accepted by ,Government. 

Repair of Breaches of the Line on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

946. *Pandit Nilakantha Das : (a) Are Government aware that the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway Company expected to repair the breaches of 
the line due' to the Orissa floods in three weeks ? 

(b) When are they going to resume regular traffic ? 

(e) Did the Engineer, Bengal Nagpur Railway, suddenly reduce the 
wages of labourers working on the breaches to 8 annas per day, thus making 
about 2,000 men leave work three or four days ago ? 

(d) Do Government propose to ask the Company to raise wages so 
that the distressed people of the, locality may find it possible to work ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (&). Our latest information is that 
the Bengal Nagpur Railway Administration expect through "running to 
be restored by the 15th of this month. They originally hoped to repair 
the very extensive breaches on the East Coast line earlier, but have' been 
much hampered by further floods from the, Baitarani river. 

(c) and (d). Government have received no information to this effect 
and do hot propose to address the Railway Administration on the sub¬ 
ject. 

^ » t 

Retrenchment on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. ’ 

947. *Pandit Nilakantha Das : Have the Railway Board issued any 
new orders this year for retrenchment to the Bengal Nagpur Railway ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No. The Honourable Member is possibly re¬ 
ferring to letters which the Railway Board issued this summer to all 
Railway Administrations suggesting an investigation by them of methods 
whereby they could obtain economy in administrative charges and in 
their expenditure on the repairs and maintenance of rolling stock. I 
am having copies of these letters placed in the Library. 

Retrenchment on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

948. *Pandit Nilakantha Das : (a) Were there any complaints pur¬ 
porting that the present retrenchment in the Bengal Nagpur Railway is 
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contemplated as a- measure of retaliation 'against.-the recent strike 'by 
jneans of .(i) representation or deputation ; (ii) meetings and resolution ; 
(Hi) criticisms in-the Press ? . ■ ■ - " ' ; ‘ ' • ' , , - 

(&) If so, what are those complaints and how were they met ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons Government have received no complaints to 
this effect, though, I believe, that there have been suggestions in one 
or more papers to the effect that the contemplated reduction in the staff 
of the Kharagpur workshops is a measure of victimization. ' I am, there¬ 
fore, very glad to be able to take this opportunity of stating publicly 
that ;this is not so. The reductions are entirely due to the fact that there 
is not now, and is not likely to be for a very considerable period,' sufficient 
work in the Kharagpur workshops to keep the present number of men 
there employed. • •' 

As I have explained in reply to a question recently put ,by Mr. 
Joshi, no question of retrenchment arises. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether Government are aware that Mr. 
Towers, the Works Manager of the Kharagpur Shops, issued instructions 
to -the foremen that those people who hnd acted as blacklegs during the 
last strike should, not be retrenched at any cost ? ■ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am not aware of it,, but if any such instruc¬ 
tions were issued they were, quite without authority. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will; the .Government inquire whether, such instruc¬ 
tions were issued and. what steps do Government propose to take to deal 
with the officer who issued.such instructions 2 ■ <•. t • -V* “ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parson's : As I hav6 said, I am not. aware that , such 
instructions have been issued. I will make inquiries. „ . • 

: . Retrenchment-on;the Bengal Nagpur Railway. ' ■' 

. . . ... ; • .< - ; ! . ', ; . • ! ? 

.' .949. *Pandit Nilakantha Das (a) How many inch have been dis¬ 
charged during the last six months in the Bengal Nagpur Railway ? ' '■ - 1 ' 

(b) ' How many of them had put in more than three years’ service-or 

regular work 2 1 ' ' ' 

(c) How many permanent employees have been discharged under the 

present policy of retrenchment h • i ‘ 

(i) How many hr 1926, • “ 

and (ii) How many in 1927 up-to-date 2 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (6). I presume that the Honourable 
Member is referring to discharges-from the Kharagpur workshops. If : 
bo, as ha_s been explained in replies; recently .given .-to the Honourable Mr. / 
Joshi, ITS men were discharged .prior to the. issue of the recent notice of • 
reduction in establishment and it is proposed to dispense with.the services : 
of about 2,000 more either by voluntary resignations or by discharges. 
Government are.not aware,how many of the men who have been formerly 
discharged had put in more than'three years’ service but, as is,explained 

4 * n ® tl w—ii a i COp - y °f w hich has previously been laid on the' table; the 
e iction. AvilL he made.'m the first ; place, ’from : men > approaeliifig or I 
pasi no. . 
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, (c) No employees have, so far as Government are aware/ been dis- . 

charged during the two years mentioned as a measure of retrenchment. - 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether the Government are aware that 
-during the last two months, rwhen proposals for economy were being 
considered, the Bengal Nagpur Railway engaged more than .300 new 
men ? 

Mr! A. A. L. Parsons : I do not think I have received any information 
to that effect, Sir. If the Honourable Member will give me the informa¬ 
tion in his possession, I shall be glad to inquire. , , 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : Was any assurance given that men working 
more than three years would not be discharged ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No assurance was given to that effect, but as 
was explained in the notice, the methods adopted to effect the reduction 
are as follows , >. 

' First of 'all, voluntary resignations, which were acceptable up to 
the 7th September ; thereafter people who were approach¬ 
ing the age of retirement, that is to say, men of the age 
of 54 or 55 ; thereafter by selection from persons according 
to their work, men who had done the best work naturally 
being retained. T did however bring to the notice of the 
Agent of the Bengal Nagpur Railway, as the result of a 
question put to me by some, Honourable Member when last 
the subject’ came up before this House, the suggestion that 
he should, other things being equal, give preference in re¬ 
tention to those people who had had done a good many 
years of good service on the railway. 

Retrenchment on the Bengal Nagpur Railway consequent on the Intro¬ 
duction of Punching and the Disc System. 

950. *Pandit Nilakantha Das : (a) Did the Loco.-Auditor, Bengal 
Nagpur Railway, introduce punching 1 and the Disc system ? 

f t ? t 

(6) What was the retrenchment achieved in introducing that 
system ? " ' 

(c) Is the system working ? . 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Information has been called for from the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway and will be supplied to the Honourable Member 
on receipt. 

Retrenchment on the Bengal Nagpur Railway consequent on the Intro¬ 
duction of Addressograph and Graphotype and Accounting 

Machines. 

951. *Pandit Nilakantha Das : (a) Has the Loco.-Auditor introduced 
any Addressograph and Graphotype machine, and accounting machine 
for compilation of pay sheets, etc. 1 

1 (b) What is the entire'cost of the establishment of those'machines ; 

and what is' the price of the machinery ! 
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.: !(e) What retrenchment 11 Ms “the new machinery; arrangement 
effected ? ' Will'the'Government please give an exact estimate ?' 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; Information has been called for from the 
Bengal Nagpur' 'Railway anti will'be supplied' to the Honourable Member 
on receipt..- “ ! ’ 1 ‘ ’ .> ■ • 

Expenditure on the Bengal, Nagpur Railway for; Superior “and Subordi- 

nate Supervising, Staffs. / "• - 

952. ^Pandit Nilakantha Das : Will the Government give statements 
comparing in the Bengal Nagpur' Railway ; the- estimated expenditure 1 
between 1920-21 and 1926-27 : 

(i) for the maintenance of superior supervising staffs under the 

•• ' ■ heads • '■ ‘ "• V,"‘’ 

(a) Engineering, (5) Loco. Carriage, (c) Traffic, '(d) Agency, 

,, (e) Audit, (/) Stores, ( g). Watch andiWard ; and 

‘ (ii) for the maintenance of subordinate supervising' staff under the 
heads . ’ . ' " . . _ 

(a) Engineering,, (b) Loco. Carriage, (c) Traffic, (d) Audits, 
(e) Agency,’(/) Stores ? v | 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : As I .explained oh the 7th instant in reply 
to a question by, Mr. Joshi,:the final, figures, for : 1926-27 - are not yet 
available ; but I-will supply the Honourable.Member with the informa¬ 
tion required as soon as they come in. !- r - ' 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : Will the Honourable Member lay the in¬ 
formation, when received,-oh the table ? - - - - • : . • ■ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I will see what the size of the statement is,- 
Sir. If it is not long, I will lay it on the table'; otherwise I will place 
it in the Library.- - 1 

Cases of Assault,.by Superior Officers on W orkers and - Labourers 
in the Bengal Nagpur Railway. . , . 

953. *Pandit Nilakantha Das : (a) Are the Government aware of 
the statement of the Agent, Bengal Nagpur-Railway, jn.the supplement to 
Bengal Nagpur Railway, Gazette No! 8 of 19th February 1927, that 
“ undoubtedly such cases (-of assault bynsuperior/officers ,pn Workers and 
labourers) -do occur, and. inevitably .must;occur owing,fto;the -,frailties, of 
human nature, but any proved cases of physical violence and;-gross and 
excessive abuse will be promptly dealt with ” ? 

(b) How many cases of assault, bribery,, victimisation, Jllftreatment 
and harassment have since, come to fhe notice -of the Agent, and,.how 
have they been dealt with ? 

(c) How. in this connection, has the Agent dealt with the persons 

concerned “in the recent ease Mr. r 'Mclaren : versus Mewarah (Ajr- case 
No. 1035 of 1927, in the Court- of Md; F. Karim, r Deputy--Magistrate, 
Midnapur) ? •; . w 

Kr..A. A. L. Parsons':.-I have 1 called forthe information,And will 
communicate with the H on oiiwible : Membe r : when•;itqis>feceivcd.v: :<»*-. 
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Alleged Organised Conspiracy of, Muhammadans to murder Hindus. • ; 

95-4. * Pandit Nilakantha Das,: ’(«)' Has the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been, drawn to the - large, Hindu meeting in Delhi held on 26 th 
August 1927,where a .resolution referred-to an organised conspiracy of 
Muhammadans to murder Hindus ... > 

(b) Do the Government contemplate in any way moving in the 
matter ? • 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : (a) Government have seen refer¬ 
ences to the meeting: 

(b) Government do not accept the fact that there is any such conspi¬ 
racy. ‘ ‘ 1 " • " •’ : l 1 


Department of Industries and Labour and the Public Works] 

Department. 

955! "-Pandit Nilakantha Das : (a) Is it a fact that the late Depart¬ 
ment of Industries and the Public Works Department were amalgamated 
into the newly formed Department ■ of Industries and Labour in 1923 
as a measure of retrenchment ? 

(b) ' Is it also a fact that the two Departments still remain as 

separate units with separate ' establishments, etc., with a common 
Secretary.?If so, why so ? ■ 

(c) Do Government propose to merge them into one ? If so r . 

when ? , " ' 

. The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a.) Yes, partly in 
pursuance of the recommendations . of, the Inchcape Committee, and 
partly as a measure of general administrative convenience. 

(b) Yes, because this arrangement, has hitherto been found con¬ 
venient. ... . ■ • 

(c) There is no such intention at present. 

> * \ * i « t r< , , . 

Mail Subsidies to the British Indian Steam Navigation Company and the 
Peninsular and Oriental S^e am Navigation Company. 

956. *Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : 1. Will the Government please 
state if an y. subsidies are given to the British 1 Indian Steam Navigation 
Company 1 and the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company 
for : , . /■ 

(a) carrying overseas Imperial Mail to Europe, and 

( b ) Indian Mails in Eastern waters including ports in India and 

Burma ? 

2. If so, will the Honourable Member please inform this House of the 
.total amount of such subsidies per annum ?, 

Mr. H. A. Sams .: 1 and 2. The subsidy paid to the British Indian 
Steam Navigation Company annually is Rs: 15,18,000, while a sum .of 
£22,000 is paid annually to the British. Government as India's share of 
the subsidy payable to the P. and O. Company. 
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Discontent caused by the Promotion of Mt. • T.' Manser, Assistant' 
Engineer; to the 1st Division of the Telegraph 
. .EngineeringBranch! * 

957. *Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J: Gidney : (a) Are Government aware of 
the discontent which the recent promotion of Mr. T! Manser, Assistant 
Engineer, to the 1st Division of the Telegraph Engineering Branch has 
caused ? 

■(b) Is it a fact that Mr. Manser superseded 13 Deputy , Assistant 
Engineers in 1925 and 10 Assistant Engineers in 1927 ? 

(c) Will the Honourable Member.be pleased to state the qualifi¬ 
cations possessed by Mr. Manser which entitled him to such a whirlwind 
promotion by selection ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) No. 

( b) Yes. 

(c) Promotion from the 2nd to the 1st Division of the Engineering 
Branch is a matter of pure selection. In the case of- Mr. Manser,..his 
promotion to the 1st Division was made by Government after, consulta¬ 
tion with the Public Service Commission. The Commission reviewed 
the cases of all men senior to Mr. Manser in the 3 Engineering .Branches 
and advised that he was the most suitable man for promotion.. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will the Honourable Member kindly 
tell me whether it is a fact that all such departmental promotions depend 
•entirely on the recommendations of the Head of the Department, and 
that, outside this as also the files of the applicants before them, the 
Public Service Commission are in no position whatever to give an in¬ 
dependent and impartial opinion on the comparative suitability of the 
.qualifications of the candidates. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The answer to. the 
first part of the Honourable Member’s question is in the negatived" It 
is not a fact that these promotions depend entirely on the opinions ex¬ 
pressed by the Head of the Dejiartment. With regard to the second 
part, the Public Service Commission are undoubtedly in a position to 
arrive at a. correct judgment after examining the various records placed 
before them. 3 ' 

. Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney, ■: Arising out of that answer, Sir, 
will the Honourable Member please state whether -it is a fact that' the 
Public Service Commission, realising their difficulties, are not very 
desirous of continuing to make such selection promotions in Depart¬ 
ments 1 ■ ■< 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I have no information 
on that point, Sir. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Will the Honourable Member be pleased to state 
whether he sends materials to the'Public Service Commission for them to 
arrive at the conclusion that certain officers ■who are considered fit for 
promotion have done certain meritorious work in his Department t 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath.Mitra : I am sorry 1 did not 
catch the Honourable Member’s question. . ' 
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Mr. K. Ahmed : Is there any way whereby the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s Department places sufficient materials before the Public Service 
Commission sitting here now, to come to the conclusion that a certain 
officer is fit for promotion as has worked meritoriously in his Depart¬ 
ment ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Complete materials 
are supplied to the Public Service Commission to enable them to arrive 
at conclusions in the matter. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Does the Honourable Member send in the names 
of certain officers working under him saying that they are fit fob pro¬ 
motions, because they have done meritorious work in his Department ; 
and, with regard to this case brought to notice by Colonel Gidney, will 
the Honourable Member please state whether certain promotions were 
made on the recommendation of the Honourable Member ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : No recommendations 
were made by me personally. Recommendations were made by the 
Head of the Department, and all the relevant papers were placed before 
the Public Service Commission. 


Revised Rates of Pay for certain Indian Army Departments. 

958. *Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : (a) Will the Honourable 
Member kindly inform me whether it is a fact that further revised rates 
of pay have been sanctioned for certain Indian Army Departments, e.g., 
the I. A. 0. C., I. A. S. C-, M. E. S. 1 , and I. M. L., with effect from the 
1st June, 1927 or any other date ? 

(ft) If the answer to this is in the negative, will the Honourable 
Member please state whether any such proposals have recently been 
submitted to the Secretary of State for India for sanction ! 

(c) Will the Honourable Member please state whether the I. M. D. 
is an integral part of the British Army in India, and is, in all respects, 
a Department similar to all other Departments in the Army ? 

(d) If the answers to parts (6) and (c) are in the affirmative will 
the Honourable Member please give me details of the proposals arid 
state his reasons Why the I. M. D. were omitted ? 

Mir. G. M. Young : (a) ’No. 

(ft) Certain proposals have recently been submitted to the Secre¬ 
tary of State, but I am afraid I cannot give details of these proposals until 
his sanction is received. 

(c) I would invite the Honourable Member's attention to the reply 
given to part («) of his unstarred question No. 130 on the 31st 
August, 1926. The Indian Medical Department is an integral part of the 
Indian Army, not of the British Army in India. It differs from all other 
departments of the Army in being directly recruited from the domiciled 
community in India. 

(cZ) My Honourable friend is aware that details of the proposals 
cannot be disclosed before tliev have been sanctioned by the Secretaty of 
State. The latter half of this part of the question does not arise. 
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Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Arising out of the answer, .will the 
Honourable Member kindly state why, if the Indian Medical Depart¬ 
ment is a purely Indian service, it is employed purely for European 
troops 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am not aware, Sir, of having said tliat the Indian 
Medical Department was-a purely: Indian-; service:;',' I said : it .was an 
integral partoof the Indian Army. .' ■ ■ •• 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : May I ask a supplementary question ?. ..If it 
is an integral part of the Indian Army, why is it confined to the Domi¬ 
ciled Community, and why are Indians not generally admitted,? 

Revised Pensions for the Indian Medical Department. t . 

959. ^Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney ; (a) With reference to'my 
unstarred question No. 220, dated 25th March, .1927, will the Govern¬ 
ment please state when they, hope to publish the revised, pension rates 
for the Indian Medical Department ? . , . < 

(6) Is the Honourable Member aware of the great discontent that 
prevails among the members of the I. M. D. because of this delay in 
putting them into operation ? ., . 

(e) Will the Honourable Member please state if it is a fact that 
the revised pension rates of other Departments such as .the I. U. It, etc., 
were sanctioned from the 1st, October, 1925' ? 

( d ) Will the Honourable Member please state if . the revised rates of 

I. M. D. pensions have been submitted to the Secretary of State for 
India with a recommendation that these be' given retrospective effect, from 
the date of sanction or 1st April, 1927 , 

(e) Has the Honourable Member recently received a cablegram from 
. the Secretary of State for India asking for further information regarding 

the difference of the dates of retrospective effect between the I. M. D. 
and other Departments 1 . , 

(/) Is the Honourable Member prepared to give this House an 
assurance that, the new pension rates of the I. , M. D., whatever they be, 
will be given earlier or at least with equal retrospective 1 effect' as has 
been given to all other similar Departments ? If not, why , not ? 

Young : (a), (d) and (/). The proposals of the Govern- 
™ on ! RMia are being submitted to the Secretary of, State. I am 
afraid I cannot give any information about the correspondence that has 
taken place, until the final orders of the Secretary'of State are received. 

(b) No, Sir. . , . • 

(c) Yes. , • 

(e) The answer is in the negative. ' ■ 

Granting of Marriage Allowance to Members of the Indian. Medical 

Department. 

\ Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will the Honourable Member 

oe so good ns to state whether the Government of India has come to a 
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decision regarding the-granting of.marriage allowance to, members of the 
D. -as is being (allowed to all other similar .Departments ? , 7 

Mr. G( M. Young : .No'final -decision has'yet’ been reached, but the 
Government have undfer'- consideration • a proposal to' grant marriage 
allowances to warrant officers of the Indian Medical Department when 
on leave out of India. <■ 


Lieut.-Coionel H. A. J. Gidney : Sir, has not this question of grant- 1 
mg marriage allowances to the'Indian 1 Medical Department been under 
the consideration of the Government of India for the past, three.years i 


: Mr. G. M. Young : I cannot say offhand how.long if has been under 
consideration. ■ ‘ 


. Number of Anglo-tInmans selected for the I. C. S, from 1922 to 1927. 

(96i.:i*Lieut.-Colonel; H.: A. j. Gidney: (a) -With reference to,the 
Honourable Member’s reply to my supplementary question in connection 
with question No. 492, dated 29th August, 1927, will the Honourable 
Member, please state - the- number of .Anglo-Indians'selected for the 
I. G. S. from 1922 to 1927 : ?-- . 


(b) If the reply to (a) is “ None ”, will the Honourable Member 
please .state why’the claims of a single Anglo-Indian have not been-con¬ 
sidered fit to correct communal irregularities as is the avowed policy 
of the'Government regarding 25 per cent, of all such appointments 1 

The Honourable Mr.'J. Crerar : (a) None. 

• ( . ♦ < - . * 

(b) Government have never undertaken to do more than consider 
the claims of minority communities generally, and much necessarily 
depends oil the' qualifications of the candidates of various communities 
available. The claims ■ of Anglo-Indians . who, though not successful- 
in (the competition for open, vacancies, qualify sufficiently, highly,in the. 
examination will receive careful consideration, along > with -the similar ( 
cases of members of other minority communities. 


Abandonment of the Gaya-Sherghatty Railway Project. ■ f 

.. 962. *Mr. Siddheswar Sinha : Will Government be pleased to state 
the circumstances which led them to take up the Gaya-Sherghatty Rail¬ 
way project and the reasons for giving it up ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The new re-survey of the project was taken- 
up in pursuance of the Government-of India’s policy of developing the 
country by means of railways. If has been found that there is not 
sufficient traffic (to justify-a broad gauge line, but the .project will pro¬ 
bably be re-examined at Some later date ms a* narrow gauge line. 

Number of Europeans, Anglo-Indians, Biharis and Indians other than 
Biharis employed in different Departments of the 

Government of India. i - - ; 

963. *Mr. Siddheswar Sinha : Will tbe Government be pleased to 
state the number of (o) Europeans and - Anglo-Indians, (b) Biharis, 
(|e) Indians other than .Biharis,- employed in different Departments of the 
Government of India ! ■ : • • ; * 
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The Honourable Mr. J. CreY&Y : The 'number of Europeans and 
Anglo-Indians in the different Departments of the Government of 
India Secretariat on 31st December last was 173. The number of Indians 
was 781. I have no information as to the number of Biharis included 
in the latter figure. 

% , 
Publication op an Article regarding Shivaji.in. the Pesliwa , a Delhi 

Monthly.' ' ' 

964. ! Mr. Siddheswar Sinha : (a) Are the Government aware of th« 
great indignation prevailing among the Hindus on account of the wild 
assertions made by the Delhi monthly Peshwa with regard to the gYeat 
Hindu leader Shivaji Maharaj and his mother ? 

(6) Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons why the 
printer, publisher, and others connected with the aforesaid vilifying article 
have not been yet prosecuted ? - - •. * • . 

1 1 • • ' V • * . , / 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar .- Government have received a repre¬ 
sentation on the subject. It is still under consideration. 


Alleged Assault on an Indian • Clerk of the East 


Indian Railway. 


965. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (o) Has the attention of the 
Government been drawn to the incident reported in the .Forward ot 
Calcutta, dated the 6th August, 1927, under the caption “ Indian Clerk 
of E. I. Railway Assaulted ” ? ' 

(&) Is it a fact that Ardhendu Babu who- was assaulted has been, 
placed under suspension by the higher railway authorities ?If so, why. 

and, by whom, and do Government contemplate asking; the authorities 
concerned to reconsider his case ? ; . 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : («) I have seen the paragraph mentioned bV 
the Honourable Member. , . 

ir The matter is entirety within the competence of the Agent, 

Rast Indian Railway, and Government see no reason to interfere.with 
his discretion. 


Expenditure during the Current Year on the Indian Auxiliary and 

Territorial Forces. ‘ 

Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Honourable 

u’! h n ee ° f the MlMar y Department be pleased . to state the 
amount that Government are going to spend on the Auxiliary and Terri¬ 
torial Forces during the current year ?. 

m mi l ch °. f ,thc . ® aid ™ill approximately he spent on 

the mpT n ' 0n f °J l hc 5' d Porces » (2) camp expenses, (3) salary of 
men, (4) pay of the European instructors ? 

and ^ 7^onn 011 ^^ti : ^ About Rs.. 68,62,000. on the Auxiliary Force 

any inu u TemtoriaI P ^cc. These figures do not include 

the 10 Idhh programme which is involVed by the .acceptance 
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of the proposals of the Auxiliary arid Terri tbri al Forces Committee^ afid 
most of •which will be incurred next year. 

(b) The figures are approximately as follows : 

Ammunition — 

Auxiliary Force 3 lakhs, 90 thousand. 

Territorial Force 92 thousand. 

Camp Expenses — 

Auxiliary Force lakhs. 

Territorial Force 95 thousand. 

* 

Salaries of Men — 

Auxiliary Force 30 lakhs, 44 thousand. 

Territorial Force 5 lakhs, 37 thousand. 

Pay of European Instructors — 

Auxiliary Force 20 lakhs, 29 thousand. 

Territorial Force 10 lakhs, 71 thousand. 

Release of Mohammad' ' Akbar Khan, convicted under Section 121 oe 
' ' the Indian Penal Code. . 

967. :|: Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Government be 
pleased to state if Mr. Mohammad Akbar Khan, an inhabitant of the District 
of Hazara in the North-West Frontier Province, as reported in the 
Ganabani, a Bengali weekly of the 28th of July, 1927, > has been con¬ 
victed under section 121-A of the Indian Penal Code, on the 27th April 
1923 and sentenced to 7 years’ rigorous imprisonment and whether he has 
been transferred to the Distinct Jail at Raipur in the Central Provinces ? 

* . . ‘, * "* ' *' i 

(ft) Is it a fact that in view of his excellent conduct in jail, the local 
jail authorities recommended his. release, on the expiry of half the term of 
his sentence,,to the Jail Remission Board ? „ 

(c) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate of Hazara, of which he is 
a resident, reported, when referred to by the Jail Remission Board, that 
there was nothing against Mr. Akbar Khan being released as recommended ? 

( d ) Is it a fact that the recommendation was set at naught on the 
adverse report of the District Magistrate of Peshawar-?'' 

(e) Is .it a fact that Mr. Akbar Khan was convicted for ’conspiracy 

with Dr. Nur Makaminad and Rulinuddin and that both of these persons 
have long returned to India and that, no cases have been brought against 
either of them and that the order of suspension of the pension of Risaldar 
Ruknuddin has been withdrawn - y 

(/) Under the circumstances, do the Government contemplate releasing- 
Mr. Akbar Khan now ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) I have not seen the publica¬ 
tion quoted, but the facts are generally as stated by the Honourable 
Member. ‘ > • • . - • • . 

(5) The jail authorities forwarded , his nominal roll: to the .District 

Magistrate'; Hazara, in the ordinary course with a view to putting -his- ’ 
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case before the. Advisory Board,■ but made;;no, recommendation in the . 
matter. .. , ,, ( , . , ... .- 

(c) The District Magistrate, Hazara, made no . recommendation in 
his favour. 

{d) The District Magistrate, Peshawar, made no recommendation 
in the ease. ' ‘ • 

(c) No, but the evidence in the case showed that lie. had been in 
correspondence with Ruknuddin and possibly with Dr. Nur Muham¬ 
mad. Neither of these has been prosecuted. • . " • 

(/) No. ■ h i* 

Applicability of the Government Servants’. Conduct,.Rules to the 
President, Deputy President and other Salaried Officers of the 

Legislative 'Assembly. 

968. ' :: Mr. E. F. Sykes : Are the Honourable the President, the Deputy 
President and the other'salaried officer's of the House subject to the Govern¬ 
ment Servants’ Conduct Rules ? - •>>. : 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The Honourable .the President and 
the Deputy President are not, subject to the Government Servants’ 
Conduct Rules. (Hear, hear.) The Secretary and other salaried officers 
as officers of the Assembly are not subject to the rules but they',are so 
subject if they are also persons in the civil service of the Crown in'India 
to whom the Government Servants’-Conduct Rules apply under section 
96-B of the Government of India Act. • ' 

New Pension Rules, etc. 

969. :;: Mr. D. V. Belvi : (1) Will Government be .pleased to state if 
the consideration of the proposed new rules regarding the'grint of pension, 
provident fund and gratuity'under the Fundamental'Rules to'employees 
ill the subordinate Government servicb has' now been completed by the 
Govexmment of India and the Secretary of State for India ? 

(2) If not, for.how many years has the matter been under considera¬ 
tion and when is the consideration expected to be completed finally ? 

■ • . - • i'Vi . •-.• . •... 

(3) Has the attention of the..Government, of^India and. the. Secretary 

of State for India been drawn to the answers given by the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment on the subject of the new Pension Rules in reply to interpellations 
on the 23rd October 1924. on the 2nd March 1925 and oh the 28th' July 
1925 ? ' - ■ - \ ty' ' 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : (l)-No. • 

(2) A draft was prepared at the! end of 1923; biit further considera¬ 
tion was postponed in view of impending changes in the control of the 
various services. Local Governments have how received full authority 
to make rules prescribing conditions of service, including pension.- pro¬ 
vident. fund and gratuity, for all services and officers under their, control, 
and it is understood that they, have such rules under their, consideration. 

*1? tytymted that similar authority will be delegated to the Government 
of India shortly. - \ '• . • - - »-• 1 
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(3) . The. - Government have perusecLr. : th.e i ‘irquestions and answers 
referred;to. .*• * •; i-c; vi 


; Representation ,op Muslims.in-the Postal Department;-Simla. 

' ' 970. f Mr!. Abdul Haye l)7 ; Will 'Government pLmse state ' separately': 

(а) What, is the numbei*, of. sub-postmasters, clerks, postmen, mail 

peons and ruhners in the'Simla : Post'Offices ah’d tow'ihahy of 
them are Muslims i-; ■ ( .. .-.{T 

(б) What is the total number.of Inspectors in Simla,Town and how 


. many of them are Muslims ? .... . , i<( 

. . ; - (c) For how.long-has there been ho Muslim Inspector in, the, Simla 

j Postal .Department- • , .< : 

(2) What action do Government propose to take to give Muslims their 
line share in the postal Department of Simla—the seat of Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : • • * 

\ .. ,, ■ ■ Muslims. 


1. (a) Sub-postmasters * 


.. .17 

Nil 

Clerks . . ... 

* •, . 

• .... 82 ' 

9 

Postmen .. > 

* . 

.. 199 

3 

Mail-peons ' 

* . 

.. 51 

5 

Runners 

. . 

.. 28 

3 


(Z») Tavo. Neither is a Muslim. 

(c) Since 1922. There is one Muslim Sub-Toivn Inspector since. 1919. 

2. Government do not propose to take any action in the individual 
ease of Simla, apart from the action wliiclris already-being taken-’in tbe 
Indian Postal and Telegraphs Department as a 'whole to' give effect to 
the general policy of Government in' the matter of 1 representation of 
-minority communities in-yarious services .which has been.explained on 
tbe-floor of,this House on seAferal occasions. .. . , ; 

‘Representation of. Muslims in the Office of the Director General of 

Posts and Telegraphs. ' ‘ ■ f <" 1 


971. *Mr. Abdul Haye : (a-) Is it.a fact that all posts which, fell 
vacant in the office of the Director-General Posts and Telegraphs, during 
1927 have been gHento non-Muslims, exclusively, in; spite, of the fact that 
an assurance was given by tbe Director-General in bis letter No. A.M--65|26, 
dated tbe 25th September, 1926, to the address .of the Anjuman-i-Islamia, 
Simla and bv. the Honourable, Sir B. N. Mitra in reply to my unstarred 
question No. 229 of 26th March, 1927, with, regard .to the representation 
of Muslims in the Postal Department ? ‘ ’ /' 


were 


(b) Will -Government please state how many fresh candidates 
..employed'in the office of the' Director-General,'Posts and Telegraphs, since 

Jammry,. 1927,,and,how many of them AA'ere Muslims ? ; 

’ (c) Will 'Government he pleased to lay on the table a tabular statement 

showing separately the total number ;of appointments and .the number of 
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appointments held by Muslims in each scale of pay, in the office of the 
Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, as it stood on the 1st August 
1927 f 


(d) What action do Government propose to take to ensure that the 
undertakings given by them from time to time with regard -to the repre¬ 
sentation of Muslims in Government service, are strictly’ acted upon ? 

• . : 1 • • ‘ *»,*«•• I"• 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra No. 

(b) Three, of whom one was a Muslim. 

’ (c) A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) Government do not propose to take any action as they have no 
reason to apprehend that their instructions in regard to the' representation 
of minority communities in Government service are not being acted upon 
in this particular office. 


Tabular statement showing number of appointments in the office of the Director General 


Number of appointments . 

•Hindus. 

Christians . 

Muslims. 

2 appointments on Rs. 500—700 

2 

. , 

, t 

2 appointments on Rs. 350—450 

2 

1 

9 m 

10 appointments on Rs. 250—350 

14 

2 

, J 

129 appointments on Rs. 80—250 

120 

3 

6 

2 appointments on Rs. 150—200 

. . 2 



58 appointments on Rs. 50—140 

43 

1 

14 

209 

183 

6 

20 


Maulvi- Muhammad Yakub : Do not the figures stated by the 
Honourable Member show that the directions given by the Government 
of India are not carried out by the Department ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The answer is in the 
negative. I am afraid the Honourable Member was not listening-’ rVhfe’n 
I replied to the main question.. In reply to part (ft) I said that, three 
iresn candidates were taken, of whom one was-a Muslim. 


Representation of Muslims in .the Central Printing Office* •" 

072. 'Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) How many appointments have been 
newly, created m the superior ministerial establishment of the .Central 
1 noting Dime on account of the recent organisation in April-last ? 

(/>) Of the above how many appointments and in’ what, grades have 
oeen offered to such Muslims, Hindus and Christians -Who were not already 
serving in that office ? ' 


fho iulPn Governm ent recognise the principle of employing members of 
the minority communities m their services ? If so , why was this oppoftu- 

mor„ n Ar 1 , t v nllcd i 0f tX3 a . void tllc preponderance of Hindus by recruiting 
bv tb, n ^ ™ a hopeless minority in .the said office, os stated 

dated Htniarch 192Tt Cr rcply t0 my ^ rred question No. 905 (d). 
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The Honourable Sir Bhupehdra Hath Mitra : ; : . V.. . .. 

(a) Superintendents .. .. Two ". " 

Assistants ■ , ■ ... .... v .. , • Five 

Clerks. 1. ’ ‘ ’ ’V .. Bight. 

(d) Muslims .. . . -One Assistant and^one.clerk. 

■ . " .Hindu. • vOi.V .'.-". One clerk. -'"-. . 7."■' 

Christian - . One'Superintendent and one clerk. 

(e) The desirability of preventing -an undue preponderance of any 
community;is kept in view and as ,the figures.I have just given indicated, 
only one out of the five.new .appointments was offered to a Hindu. . 

Mr. K. Ahmed : In .view of. the Tact that the Honourable Member has 
in his answer "to question No. 971.admitted,the fact that he has not in his 
Department a sufficient number of Muhammadans, do Government pro¬ 
pose now", for "the benefit of the country, and in the interests of the De¬ 
partment, to give effect 1 to the rule of 33 per) cent, of the appointments 
being given to the Muhammadans, which was declared by His Excellency 
the Viceroy in December' 1925 ? ' ’ '' 

Representation op Muslims in the Office of the Controller, Printing, 

• ■ :• " : Stationeryand Stamps. 

973. *Mr. Abdul Haye : In view of the fact that there is no Muslim 

employed-in the office of. the Controller, Printing, Stationery and Stamps, 
as stated by the Honourable Member in reply to my starred question 
No. 905 (a) (i), .dated,:14th March, 1927, are Government prepared to 
issue instructions to take the earliest opportunity to recruit Muslims when 
fresh .vacancies occur in "future ? , . ", ... ' . " -" ” 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The • Controller of 
Printing, Stationery and Stamps is already aware of the policy of Gov¬ 
ernment in the matter of the appointment of members of. minority com- 
- munities in public offices and will give due consideration to the claims 
of qualified Muslims along with those of other minority communities, as 
yet unrepresented in his office', if and when aii opportunity for fresh 
recruitment arises* - . . *• ..it,-.. ■ • ... • 

Qualifications, Length of Service, Pay,-ETC ii of ■ EachMember of the 

Clerical-Establishment of the Government of India Press, Delhi. 

974. *Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) "Will Government be pleased to. lay on 
the table a statement showing the names,’ qualifications, length of service, 
pay and scale of pay of each member of the clerical establishment in the 
Government of India Press, Delhi, as it stood on the 31st March, 1927 and 
on the 1st August, 1927 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the rules and principles on 
which the promotion of the staff has been granted in the revision .of pay 
introduced from the 1st of April, 1927 t 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (o) The answer is in 
the negative.' The compilation-of such a ..statement would . require an 
amount of clerical labour and; expeffse: disproportionate-to its value- 
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(1>) The promotions '.'were ^aHe. ■fin tli-.due regard seniority : con¬ 
sistently with efficiency. ,, 

i 

Discontent among the Muslim Employees op the Government op India 

Press, Delhi. 

975, *Mr. Abdul Haye : ( a ) Are Government aware of the fact that, 
great discontent is prevailing among the Muslim emploj r ees of the Delhi 
Press for want of their representation in the higher scales, >vizi, Assistant. 
Manager, Head Assistant. and Accountant.? . - , / 

(?)) If the answer to part’ ( a ) is in the affirmative,' are Government: 
prepared lo take necessary steps to remove such discontent ? 

(r) Is it a ‘fact; that out of four posts recently created in the scale 
of Its. 80—140 none has been ottered to any Muslim ? ” 

(c?) If the answer to part (c) is in the affirmative, will Government be; 
pleased to state whether no Muslim possessing the. qualifications necessary 
for the discharge of the, duties of those posts was available from inside 
or ouside the Press or from other Government Presses ? , , ■ 

• (<?) Was the advertisement inviting applications for those posts pub¬ 
lished in the leading newspapers of all communities If-nor, why ? . Will 
the Government please state the names; of .the. papers in which the adver¬ 
tisement, (if any) was published ? 

The Honourable Sir Ebupendra Nath Mitra : (o) The answer -is- in 
the negative. -■ , «v ; 1 . 

(1) Does not arise. In any case if is not the -policy of Government' 
in malting promotions from one grade to ’ another within the authorised 
establishment of an office or a service to give any special 1 consideration: 
to the question of communal representation in each grade. '" - ;.. '<■ 

(c) Yes. ; : ’ 

(c?) No Muslim possessing the necessary .qualifications,was available: 
in the Government- of India Press, Delhi,; and none of the eight ■ Muslims 
who applied from outside possessed the necessary qualifications., ■ 

j C } r ^ lc advertisement inviting applications for the posts'was pub¬ 
is ied in the Pioneer, the Civil and Military Gazette and the Hindustan 
imes .papers which were believed .to. have - a -wide- circulation -'among 
members of the various communities at or about,Delhi.,. 


Personnel of the Present- Governing : Body of the Lady Hardinge 

College. 


976. “Sir Hari Singh Hour :' 1. ( c ) Will the Government be pleased to- 
p«u f ■ .Personnel of the present Governing Body of the Lady Hardinge 

College including th e office bearers ? 

(?G Is there any vacancy in the Governing Body, ? , - 

(<0 If so, since how, dong ? . - , ■ , V, 


cou^irGhTlSfl? Sl ngS Governing Bpdy were' heklfin the- 

i mo last 12 months and how often do they "meet 1 . '• 
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. - \ 2;, (a.). With reference to, the speeches.made .by isome.; of the Ilonour- 
..able Members on the Resolution; on the 5th March 1925; criticising the 
management and affairs of the Institution, -will the ,Government be; pleased 
to state ,w,hat remedial meastires have been taken, to improve the affairs 
of thm Institution 1 and-\vith Wlxat result'? ' \ lt ', ‘ 

(&) If not, why not. ? M 

• ,,, .Mr.- G. S. Bajpai.: ,1. (a) A statement,, showing. the present per¬ 
sonnel of the Governing Body of the Lady Hardinge Medical College has 
been placed in the Library. /.■ 

. (b) No. 1 ’ 

(c) Does not arise. . . , , . 

(d) Three meetings were held during the last 12 months. Ordinarily 

only two meetings are held in a year. “• 

2., (a) Seven additional members have been added to the Governing 
Body, namely,. . 1 

■ (a) three-members of, the Indian Legislature ;. 

•" . •' (b) one prominent businessman of Delhi ; 

(c) one prominent Indian resident of Delhi ; 

( d ) one Medical officer, Delhi ; and 

•• -'(e). one prominent Indian lady of,Delhi. ■■ . >• ■ 

For the expeditious despatch of business a “sub-committee of the Governing 
- Body has been formed and meets once . a> month. , 

, Does,not arise..,.. ,u. .... . • 

Appointment of. Qualified Indian Ladies to the Superior Staff of the 
* . Lady Hardinge Medical-College and Hospital.' 

977. Hari Singh Gour :• (a) With reference to the Government 

reply, given in February 1924 undertaking to give preference, to, Indian 
lady candidates duly qualified for any post falling vacant on the superior 
staff of the Lady Hardinge Medical College and Hospital, will the Govern¬ 
ment' be pleased to state the number of vacancies since occurring and the 
appointments made thereto ? • ’ . 1 ’' 1 " 1 ■ : ■ 

(b) How many applications were received,; how many, of .them were 
from Indian ladies and why were Indian .ladies not appointed,to. those 
vacancies? . 

. (c) Is it a fact that the post: of . a Nursing Superintendent on the 

superior staff of the Institution has fallen vacant.? If so, are Government 
prepared to see that an Indian lady duly qualified is appointed thereto ? 

Charges to Patients and their Relatives by the Lady Hardinge 

-Hospital, Delhi.- ■ ■ ; .'/••••' -• 

■ >■ . __ 

978. "'Sir Hari Singh' Gour_: (a)'Is it a fact that on the celebration 
f , of the ,fo:mdation day of, the Lady- Hardinge Medical. College and Hospital 
, in March last ,■the,.Principal .announced that about. Rs. 25,000;was the 

year’s income from the Hospital alone ; - '. : -. 

(b) Is it a fact that the Institution charges patients or their relations 
K £of ; eonsuiiation and operation v even" during- hospital hour's and that such 
charges range from Rs. 5 to 200 per operation ?. 
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(c) Is it a fact that charges are made even for the use of Serai 

cubicles depriving guardians of poor patients of their right to use the 
Serai free of charge ? , 

(d) Is it a fact that this Institution was mainly founded by contri¬ 
butions received from the Indian people with a view to afford facilities for 
medical aid to Indians of all ranks, especially the poor ? 

(e) When were the rules relating to charges made and were any 
Indians on the Governing Body at that time ? 

(/} Do Government intend to see that these rules are once more 
placed before the Governing Body when the Indian members in their full 
strength are present to consider them ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : With yuur permission, Sir, I propose to reply to 
Questions Nos. 977 and 978 together. The information asked for is being 
collected and will be supplied to the Foi ii> ■ b -> !ember when received. 

As regards both these questions I should like to point out that the 
affairs af the Lady Hardinge Medical College, including appointments 
to the staff, are dealt with by the Governing Body and not by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India. , M 

Audit op the Accounts op the Lady Hardinge Medical College and 
Hospital - by a Government Auditor. 

979 ‘‘"Sir Hari Singh Gour : (a) Is it a fact that fhe audit of the 
accounts of the Lady Hardinge Medical College and Hospital are made 
only by Chartered Accountants and not by the Government Auditor ? 

(i) Is it a fact that the Government contributes about 3 lakhs of 
rupees towards its annual expenditure, and do Government intend to see 
that the accounts of the College are audited by a Government Auditor ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Institution prepares and publishes only a 
quinquennium report ? 

(d) If so, are the Government prepared to see that an independent 

annual report of the Institution is published ? * 

Mr. G. S r Bajpai : (a) and (b). The Honourable Member is referred 
to the reply given to Lala Duni Chand's question No. 882 on 19th February, 
1926. 

(c) A short report is also issued annually as part of the annual 
report, of the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Terms and Tenure of Appointments of the Principal and Bursar of thb 
Lady Hardinge Medical College and Hospital. 

980. *Sir Hari Singh Gour : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state what are the terms and tenure of ‘the Principal and Bursar of the 
Lady TIardinpe Medical College and Hospital ? 

(b) For how long have the present Principal and Bursar been in 
charge of their present posta f 
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(c) Is there any rule limiting 1 their tenure to a certain number of 
years ? If not, are Government prepared to consider the advisability of 
limiting it to a number of years ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a.) The Principal is a member of the "Women’s 
Medical Service and receives from the College an allowance of B,s. 400 
a month for her duties as Principal and a teaching allowance of Rs. 250 
a month as Professor of Obstetrics. The Bursar is employed on a contract 
of 4 years, which is renewable at the discretion of the Governing Body. 
The pay of the present Bursar is Rs. 700 a month. The tenure of the 
posts of Principal and Bursar is not fixed. 

(6) The Principal and the Bursar have been in charge of their posts 
from 9th September, 1921 and 7th September, 1918, respectively. 

(c) No. The matter is primarily the concern of the Governing Body. 

Employment op its Graduates by the Lady Harding® Medical College* 

981. ’‘Sir Hari Singh Gour : (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state how many lady graduates the Lady Hardinge Medical College has 
turned out since its institution and what facilities are offered to them 
for employment in the Institution itself ? 

(b) Has any scale of pay been fixed for the recruitment of such 
graduates in the Institution ? 

'(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to place on the table a 
statement on the subject ? . > 

Employment op Graduates of the Lady Hardinge Medical College by 

Countess op Dufferin’s Fund. 

982. *Sir Hari Singh Gour : (a) Is it a fact that no scale of pay for 
the recruitment of graduates of the Lady Hardinge College has been 
fixed by the Dufferin Fund for employment in the Institutions main¬ 
tained by that Fund ? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) is in tbe negative, are Government pre¬ 
pared to see that graduates of this College are given facilities for em¬ 
ployment by that Fund ? 

(c) How many applications for admission to the College were 
refused during the last two or three years and on what grounds ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I will reply to questions Nos. 981 and 982 together, 
Sir. The information ashed for is being collected and will be furnished to 
the Honourable Member when received. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Will the Honourable Member kindly consider 
tbe desirability of placing the information on the table seeing that it 
affects a large number of people other than the questioner himself 1 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I am not sure whether the House is interested 
sufficiently in the details of the internal administration of the College. 
But if it? is the wish of the House, I shall certainly consider the sugges¬ 
tion to place the information on the table of the House. 
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The Countess oe Dufferin 5 s Fund. 

983. "Sir Hari Singh. Gour : («) Will the Government be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the Cutter in Fund was instituted with a 
view to afford medical aid to the women of India by medical women ? 

(6) Is it a fact that for this purpose medical women have since been 
recruited ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Government makes an annual contribution of 
about Ks. 4 lakhs towards this Fund ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state the amount of money 
invested by this Fund in Government or other securities ? What is its 
annual income therefrom ? 

( e ) Is it a faet that the Dufferin Fund does not yet fully meet the 
requirements of medical aid in the country ? 

. (f) Are Government prepared to revise their scheme of operations 

with a view to make this Fund more widely useful and better fulfil the 
aims and objects for which this Fund was instituted ? 

(р) How many European medical women and how many 0 Indian 
medical women are employed by this Fund ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes. ' 

(b) Yes. 

(с) The exact amount of the annual grant3,70,000. 

(d) The Honourable Member is referred to the report of the Associa¬ 
tion for the year 1926, a copy of which has been placed in the Library. 

(c) Yes. 

(/) As the Honourable Member is aware Medical Administration is 
a provincial transferred subject and it is for Provincial Governments to 
consider how the activities of the Association can best be extended. 

(ff) Gf tlio 44 officers of the Women’s Medical Service, maintained 
, e Countess of Dufferin’s Fund, there were 24 Europeans domiciled, 
and 20 Indians domiciled, on the 31st December, 1926. 


Employment of the Indian Graduates op the Lai>y Hardinge Medical 
College by the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund. 

984. *Sir Hari Singh Gour : (a) Is it a faet that one of the,main 
objects in instituting the Lady Hardinge College was to provide for the 
graduation in Medicine of Indian women so that they may be employed 
bj the Dufferin Fund and thus restrict the importation of outside 
medical women ? 


• * a £a<it tliat 111 instituting the Lady Hardinge College the 

V7 o£ “ 10 founders and donors was that Indian women should be quali- 
"W , s0 y iat . thc - v render medical assistance to their own country 
women by being employed by )h» Dufferin Fund ? 

hnve ( tW f ti l e . a ' D f w 1 cr ’ t0 P aTt s (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, how far 
Gnvui ii ni X \ bC T n attained and promoted and what facilities have 
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JYLr. fcr. S. iSajpai : (a) and (6). The rdain object'of the founders of 
the College was to provide for the training in niedieine of Indian women 
so that they may render medical assistance to their own country women 
through, as well as outside, the Women’s Medical Service. It was ho 
part of the policy of the founders to prohibit the employment of doctors 
from outside India except in so far as the supply of trained doctors from 
the College reduced the nee'd for resort to outside sources. 

(c) Government have asked for information as to the number of 
medical graduates turned, out by the Lady Hardinge Medical College and 
the number now employed under the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund and 
Local Governments, and will supply it to the Honourable Member when 
received. The Government of India do not make appointments to the 
Women’s Medical Service maintained by the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund, 
and cannot, therefore, undertake to provide facilities for the graduates of 
the College to. join that Service. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Will the Honourable Member kindly lay the 
information on the table as soon as it is received, instead of supplying it 
to the Member ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I shall place the statement in the Library of the 
House, and I think that will meet the requirements of the ■ Honourable 
Memb'er. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour : No, Sir. What we really want is that the 
public sho'nld 'knrnv dsfo'howfar graduates'of this ‘college receive patrbnage 
at the hands of the Government. 

; . Mr. G. S, Sajp ai.: Very, well-. I, shall consider the suggestion. It 
will all depend on the size of the statement which we have called for. 


. jj.i . J . i.1 

Enquiries by the Roy ae,Commission on Agriculture into the Agricul¬ 
tural Resources of Ajmer-Merwara. ■ 1 


985. *Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : Will Government be pleased to 
state if the Royal Commission on Agriculture will make any inquiries 
into* the agricultural resources of Ajmer-Merwara in view of the fre¬ 
quency of famines and years of scarcity in that province ? If not, why 
not ? 


Mr. A. R. Dalai : The Commission mil enquire into agricultural con¬ 
ditions generally, throughout British India including Ajmer-Merwara. 

Issue of Instructions to' the Director of Public Information to fill 
■ Future Vacancies in his Office by Huss'almans . 

986. *Mr. Siddheswar Sinha : Will Government be pleased to state 
if any instructions have been issued to the Director of Public Informa¬ 
tion asking him to fill up all the future vacancies in his office only by 
Mussalmans • If the reply he in the affirmative will Government he 
pleased to lay the said letter on the table and state their reasons for 
issuing it 1 

The Honurable Mr. J. Crerar : As a temporary measure orders of 
this nature were issued in September 1925 in view of the fact that there 
were no Muslims in the. office. The" orders were superseded in February 

*■ C 2 
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1926 by the general orders relating to representation of minority com¬ 
munities, which apply to all offices of the Government of India Secretariat. 

Murder op Swami Shardhanand the Result op an Organised Conspiracy. 

987. *Mr. Siddheswar Sinha :(a ) Is. it a.fact that,police, officers in¬ 
vestigating the murder case of Swami Shradhanand were] supplied with 
certain documents supporting the allegation that the said murder was 
the result of an organised conspiracy 1 

( b ) If the reply be in the affirmative will Government be pleased to 

state what use was made of the said documents ? •' ' . ", 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to publish them ?, , . . 

The Honourahie Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Certain, documents were fur¬ 
nished to the police officers investigating the case. 

(b) After careful examination, it was found that they afforded no 
ground for suspecting the existence of an organised conspiracy. 

. (c) Government do not propose to publish the papers. 

1988.* 


Stoppage op Mail Trains of t h e Bengal Nagpur Railway at Sompeta 

in the Ganjam District. 

989. *Mr. V. V. Jogiah : Is it a.fact that the people,of Sompetadn 
the District of Ganjam in the Presidency of . Madras,-made a re¬ 
presentation, supported by the District and Divisional officers of 
Government, to the Bengal-Nagpur Railway authorities,, that in,.view 
of the commercial importance of Sompeta and by reason of the' location 
of civil and criminal courts and the Government Sub-Treasury, the 
♦mail, trains be stopped there for a short time and the railway authorities 
declined to accede to their representations 1 HaVe any steps been taken 
in the matter 1 If not, why not ? --- ■ .• ■/ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Government. have received no' intimation, 
except that given in the Honourable Member’s question, of any suck re¬ 
presentation, but have sent a copy of his question to the Agent, Bengal 
Nagpur Railway. They cannot themselves undertake to interfere in time¬ 
table arrangements. ... 


Exemption prom Income-Tax op the Income prom the Ahmed abad Mills 
Tilak Swaraj Fund used for Charitable Educational Purposes. 


990. *Sir Victor Sassoon : Is it a,fact that exemption from income-tax 
has not been granted under section 4 (3) (ii) of the Income-tax Act in 
respect of the income from the Ahmedabad Mills Tilak Swaraj Fund 
winch is used for charitable educational purposes ? If so will Govern¬ 
ment he pleased to enquire and state the reasons ? 


for 
is d 


The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : The Government are calling 
a report whether the Income-tax Officer lias passed an order such as 
ewribed and. if so. whether an appeal lias been made to the Assistant 


[ ‘ mcctin S’ h 11 1 thc question and answer thereto will be found at 

—3., of these proceedings. . . 
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Commissioner and disposed of. If and when it is ascertained that the 
Income-tax Officer has passed sneh an order and that it has been upheld 
by the Assistant Commissioner the Government will call for a report as 
to the reasons for such decision, and communicate the result to the 
Honourable Member. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : Are Government aware that the Income-tax Offi¬ 
cer at Ahmedabad, in investigating the claims, insisted on being informed 
as to what sort of education was being given at the free day and night 
schools run by the Labour Union, and asked that the subjects taught should 
‘be mentioned in detail ? Further, that a list of books prescribed for 
each school of the free day and night schools was to be forwarded to the 
Income-tax office ; that subsequently a teacher of the school was asked to 
be sent to the office. 

Mr. President : Order, order,. The Honourable Member must not 
put several questions all at once. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : I can at once say that the 
answer to all is in the negative. (Laughter.) 

Sir Victor Sassoon : Will the Honourable Member take steps to see 
that inquisitorial methods should not be continued 1 
t The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : That is a hypothetical question. 

Mr„ B. Das : Will the Honourable Member kindly enquire if the 
“allegations in the supplementary question are true ? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : I have undertaken to call for a 
report. 

Mr. B. Das : On the point referred to by Sir Victor Sassoon 1 

t 

Checking op Illicit Travelling on the North Western Railway. 

991. *Mr. Abdul Haye : (cr.) Is it a fact that various measures are 
under trial to eradicate the evil of illicit travelling on Indian Railways, 
and that as a result, on the North-Western Railway the Divisional and 
Audit Travelling Ticket Examiners were amalgamated in 1926 and put 
under special Travelling Ticket Examiners, whose posts were specially 
created for supervision, regulation and control of Travelling .Tieket 
Examiners’ activities ? 

(b) Is it a fact that in view of the higher class of work required 
of these special Travelling Ticket Examiners, selection was made by 
an examination held,by a Senior European officer of the Indian Finance 
Department 1 

(c) , Will Government please state if this new measure has proved 
successful in checking illicit travelling ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (b). The reply is in the affirmative. 

(c) It is a little too early to saj r yet. 

Grant op Honorary King’s Commissions to Sub-Assistant Surgeons op the 

Indian Medical Department. 

992. ‘’Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Will Government please state what is 
the total number of sub-assistant surgeons serving at present in the 
Indian Medical Department ? 
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(b) Will Government please state ho>y many sub-assistant surgeons 
of this Department,' who are on the effective' list, hold Honorary King’s 
commissions ” 

(c) Is it a i'aet that} according to Army Instructions these sub- 
assistant surgeons are to be awarded honorary King’s commissions at . 
the rate of 3 per cent, of the total strength of the military cadre ? 

(d) Is it a fact that vacancies in these commisions are not filled as 

usual on transfer to the pension establishment but on the death of the 
previous holder of the commission ? ■. 

(c) If the answer to part (d) be in the affirmative, will. Government 
please state if this method of filling vacancies on death is at present adopted 
by Government in any Department other than the I. M. D. ? 

(/) Wliile granting these commissions at the rate of 1 per cent, of 
the strength of the military cadre, do Government take into considera¬ 
tion only the strength which is on the effective list or does it also include 
those who have been transferred to the pension establishment ? ' ■ 

(g) Have Government ever granted such honorary commissions to a 
sub-assistant surgeon of the I. M. D, who was on the pension establish¬ 
ment i 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) 891. \ 

(&) Pour officers on the effective list hold honorary King’s Commis¬ 
sions. The balance to make up the required percentage are at present 
on the retired list. ' r ’’ ‘ - 

(c) Yes ; the proportion of one per cent, is fixed on the total strength 
of the active fist, including sub-assistant surgeons in civil employ! 

■nr T he P rac ^°. e iu the past 'has been as stated by the Honourable 

Member, but vacancies will in future be caused by retirements and steps 
are being taken to make 5 promotions against the 5 retired officers who 
now gold honorary King’s commissions. ■ 

(c) Does not arise. 

(/) Only the effective strength is now taken into account. 

(ff) When the scheme was first introduced the claims of certain 
pensioners were considered and a number of pensioners were included in 
tlie original awards. Only sub-assistant surgeons on the active list are 
now eligible. 


Adequate Representation of Muslims in Departments and Offices 
Subordinate to the Finance Department. • 

,^ r - -Abdul Haye : (a) With reference to the Honourable the 
I,, i m C ^ em, ^ r 's reply to my questions Nos. 896—900, 903, 910, and 911 
Jh;>t th n^ a - Cl1 ’ 19 5 7 ’ Wl11 Government be pleased to state the date on 
J’l ‘ lJie instructions regarding adequate representation of Muslims 
11 1,, ’ norJtlre m Government offices (alluded to. by the Honourable 
vmiw) v ° n tbe 27tb ^aimary, 1927 in his reply to Maulvi Mo- 

„L,”i n ' iUh s "" st orred question No. 3) were issued by the Honour- 

(wdinvn t ( ! n ; , i! K ’V r<!,nher r. t0 Hcads departments and officers sub- 
• Hiiatn to the Finance Department (Civil and Military) ? 

c. . 5 > s 5r ,Cti ^ nS relatc t0 Abe fresh recruitments in all 
■ tn ices m the offices subordinate to the Finance Department ? 
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(c) Do those instructions govern the cases of (i) recruitment in 
temporary posts and (n) promotion from the lower to the higher grades ? 
If not why ? 

( d ) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the total number of appointments made in the permanent and 
temporary vacancies as well as promotions given from the lower to the 
upper grades during the period from the date of issue of Government 
instructions referred to above, to 31st July, 1927, separately in each 
grade and in each office subordinate to the Finance Department and how 
many of such vacancies have been filled by Muslims in each grade and 
in each office by direct reeruiimeat or promotion as the case may be 
during the period in question ? 

t 

Appointment op Muslims in the Military Test Audit Department. 

994. -Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Will Government please state the date 
on which the reorganization of the Military Test Audit Department was 
sanctioned and the number of officers, accountants and clerks at present 
employed therein ? 

(b) What is the number of men who were not before in Govern¬ 
ment service who have been recruited^ to these appointments • 

(c) What is the number of Muslims appointed to each of these ? 

Appointment of Muslims in the Indian Accounts and Audit Service 
and the Superior Service of the Military Accounts 
Department. 

995. *Mr.. Abdul Haye : (a) Is it a fact that several posts in the 
Indian Accounts and Audit Service and superior service of the Military 
Accounts Department are filled in annually by selections from the Assist¬ 
ant Accounts Officers, etc. ? 

(6) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will Government 
state the number of appointments thus made and the number of Muslims 
thus promoted during the period from the date of introduction initiat¬ 
ing the above system of promotion to the 15th August, 1927 ? 

Appointment of Muslims as Assistant Accounts Officers, etc. 

996. 'Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Is it a fact that a certain percentage 
of vacancies in the appointments of Assistant Accounts Officers and 

' gazetted ranks of the Sub-Accounts Service of the Military Accounts 
Department is filled in by promotion of qualified officials by selection ? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) is in affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the total number of such appointments between the date 
of introduction of such scheme and the 31st July, 1927, and the 
number of Muslims appointed to these posts ? 

Paucity of Muslims in the Supervising Staff of the Subordinate 
Accounts Service and in Gazetted Appointments. 

• 997. 'Mr. Abdul Haye : Are Government aware of the fact that 

great discontent and disappointment is prevailing among the Muslim 
employees in the offices subordinate to the Finance Department on 
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account of the treatment meted out to them in the matter of promo¬ 
tions owing to the paucity of Muslims in the supervising staff,-S. A. S., 
and gazetted appointments ? 

Appointment op Muslims to New Posts in the Subordinate Accounts 
and Clerical Services in the Offices of the Auditor General 
and the Accountant General, Central Revenues i 

998. *Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Is it a fact that a number of new posts 
in the Sub-Accounts and clerical services has been sanctioned by Gov¬ 
ernment for the offices of the Auditor General and the Accountant General, 
Central Revenues 1 

( b ) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state whether the claims of the Muslim community will be 
duly considered in filling up those posts in the light of the Government 
instructions alluded to by the Honourable Sir Charles Innes in his reply 
to Maulvi Muhammad Yakub’s unstarred question No. 3 on the 27th 
January, 1927 ? . .. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett .* I propose to reply do questions 
Nos. 993 to 998 together. I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
reply given on the 24th of last month to Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim’s question 
No. 244. General instructions regarding the measures to be adopted 
for securing adequate representation,of minority, communities in. Govern¬ 
ment offices were issued in February 1926 and these were immediately com¬ 
municated by the Finance Department to the heads of departments and 
offices imder it. The instructions were, intended to be applied to all 
future recruitment, but not to departmental promotions,- which • must 
always be regulated by considerations of seniority and merit. , No useful 
purpose would, therefore, be served by collecting the detailed information 
asked for by the Honourable Member regardingthe appointments made 
by promotion. With regard to appointments made by direct recruitment, 
considerable trouble would be involved in collecting particulars and 
these cannot afford useful information - until the instructions have been 
in force for some time longer'. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Have the Government ever enquired 
what effect- was given to the instructions issued, or collected any statistics 
to show what action has been taken on the instructions issued by 
them? . 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : That is a general question 
which I think should he addressed to my Honourable colleague the Horae 
Member and probably put down ; but I can say tbat tbe Members of 
Government are constantly watching the effect of those instructions on 
the offices in their particular charge. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Do I understand the Honourable the Finance 
Member to say that he has issued a circular to his Depai*tments bringing 
to their notice that 33 per cent, of Muhammadans should be appointed 
according to the declaration made by His Excellency the Viceroy in 
Deemiiher 192n, or does he mean only the instructions given to some 
‘“ywnd officers to net upon what he said in his instructions on the 
-ml February 1920, as he has stated himself ?' Which is correct, the 
former or the latter or both 1 
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-The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett I gather, the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s question is, does he understand something 1 I am afraid I cannot 
answer him. 


Adequate Representation of Muslims in the Indian Stores Department. 


999 *Mr. Abdul Haye : With reference to reply given on the 14th 
March, 1927, by Government to my starred question No. 907, will Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to state whether any steps have since been taken 
by Government to make adequate representation of Muslims in the 
Indian Stores Department ? If not, why ? 

The , Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra : The claims of 
minority communities are always prominently kept in view in making 
selections for gazetted appointments in the Indian Stores Department. 

Since the Honourable Member’s question No. 907 was answered in 
March last three outsiders have been selected in India for appointment 
to gazetted posts m the Indian Stores Department. One of these three 
1S a ,,^! us bm who was declared by the Public Service Commission to he 
qualified for the appointment offered to him. 

Revision of the Postal and Telegraph Codes. , 

1000. ‘Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) With reference to Government reply 
'on the 14th March, 1927, to my starred question No. 902, regarding the 
revision of the Postal and Telegraph Codes, will Government be pleased 
to furnish the information asked'for in sub-clauses (d), (e), (/), (i) and 
w) °I the question No. 902 separately for the work entrusted to the 
staff under Mr.’S. P. Verma, and Messrs. P. N. Mitra and B. B. Bhatta- 
charjee, reviewing the situation as it stood on the 28th February, 1927. 
and on 31st July, 19 27, respectively ? 

(b) Are the three officials named above solely employed for the 
Code W ork or are they required to do some other work as well ? 

. Have Mr. S. P. "Verma and the staff under him previous ex¬ 
pel ience of the executive or audit side of the Posts and Telegraph Depart¬ 
ment V ’ i i r ) 

(d) What will he the probable cost of compilation of the Codes and 
by what date is the work to be completed ? 

HaS ^ SUCl1 costly Code ever been compiled by the Govern- 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The information is 

being collected and will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due 
course«, 


Safeguarding of the Interests of Muslims in the Central Office of 

the North-Western Railway. 

1001. *Mr. Abdul Haye : 1. (a) Will Government Idndlv lav on the 
table a statement showing the number of Hindu, Muslim and Christian 
clerks in the Copying Personnel, Operating, Way and Works, Commer- 

North WesterPlail” ay •“ g Brrachcs ° J a® Headquarters office of 
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(b) What action, if any, do Government propose to take to safe¬ 
guard the Muslim interests in the Central Office of the North 'Western 
Railway 1 

2. (a) Is it a fact that the number of Muslim clerks in the Personnel 
Branch of the Headquarters Office is on the decrease ever since the amal¬ 
gamation ? 

(6) What was the number of Muslims in this Branch before 1 amal¬ 
gamation and what is it now ? ' 

(c) Is it a fact that not a single Muslim has been recruited in this 
Branch since January, 1925, whereas almost every vacancy, temporary 
or permanent, has been filled up by Hindus ? 

(d) Will Government please state the number of Hindu clerks 

recruited since January, 1925 ? * 1 

(e) Is it a fact that two clerks coming from Multan side, who are 
still temporary in class II, have been given officiating chances in- class III 
thereby depriving a confirmed senior Muslim clerk in class II ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I propose, with your permission, Sir, to 
answer questions Nos. 1001, 1003, 1006 and 1009 together. The informa¬ 
tion in the possession of Government with regard to communal repre¬ 
sentation on the North Western Railway 1 - will be found in Appendix P 
in Volume I and Appendix C in Volume II of the Report on Indian 
Railways for 1925-26, a copy of which- is in the Library. The statistics 
were formulated in this form after, consultation with, and acceptance by, 
the Central Advisory Council for, Railways) and Government do’ not 
consider it desirable to supplement them by details regarding individual 
offices. The policy- of the Government of India regarding the repre¬ 
sentation of ininority communities was communicated. to the North 
Western Railway Administration as to other Railway Administrations, 
ana Go-iernmenf have no reason to believe that it is not heir?" carried 
out by them. • 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : A supplementary question. Sir. Have 
the Government any reason to believe that these directions have been 
complied with ? ' 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : They have no reason to believe that they 
have not been complied with. 


-°utt : On a point of order, Sir. Before questions 
Nos. 1002 (a) and 1012 (d) are put, I would like to have a ruling from 

Rule lT(l) ? ethCr thGy arC matters of P ublic concern as described in 

Resident •' H they did not relate to matters of public concern, 
the > v -' ould not have been admitted. 


upersessioh of Muslim by Hindu Clerks in the Headquarters Office 
of the North Western Railway. 

related : Is h a fact that Uma Chand is closely 

Offie" t" V Z l Xn^r « cha &% of Establishments at the Hend- 
o W IT \ v ° rUl T , I cstorn Bail-way, and that be has been given 

n Mipcrseding many Muslims senior to him 1 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


4225 


(6) Is it a fact* that all the clerks employed with the Retrenching 
Officer are Hindus and one of them has been given class IV in prefer¬ 
ence to a senior better qualified Muslim clerk ? 

(c) Is it a fact that not a single Muslim clerk in the Personnel 
Branch of Headquarters’ Office is in class IV, the only Muslim in that 
class having been transferred and replaced by a Hindu clerk on the same 
pay ? 

( d ) Will Government please state the number of Hindu and Muslim 
clerks in all branches of the Headquarters Office, as it stood at the time 
of amalgamation, and as it stands at present ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have no information. 

Recruitment of minority communities in the clerical establishment of 

the Headquarters Office of the North Western Railway. 

■i'1003. *Mr. Abdul Haye : Are Government prepared to consider the 
advisability of asking those responsible for the recruitment of the staff 
in the clerical establishment • of the Headquarters Office of the North- 
Western Railway to abide by the instructions contained in the Gov¬ 
ernment of India, Home Department Memorandum No. F.-176|25-Ests., 
dated'5th February, 1926, regarding the recruitment of minority com¬ 
munities ? , 

Selection of a Hindu for the Post of Junior Instructor at Lyallpur, 

’ r 'the North Western Railway. 

1004. *Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Is it a fact that a competitive examina¬ 
tion of booking clerks from all North Western Railway Divisions was 
held in the beginning of July last to select candidates for the Junior 
Instructor’s jiost at Lyallpur ? 

(&) Is it a fact that a Muslim who stood first in that test was not 
appointed to the post because he was drawing Rs. 60 per mensem and 
that it was not considered desirable to give him Rs. 150 per mensem ? 

(c) Will Government please state the original pay at the time of 
selection of the Hindu candidate selected for the appointment in Ljmllpur 
School ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Enquiry is being made and I will let the 
Honourable Member know the result. 

Promotion of a Madrasi Clerk of the Office of the Chief Auditor, 

North Western Railway'. 

1005. *Mr. Abdul Haye : Is it a fact that a Madrasi clerk of the Chief 
Auditor’s office drawing Rs. 68 per mensem with only a year’s service 
has been given Rs. 140 in the Agent’s Office of the North Western Rail¬ 
way ? If so, will Government state the reason ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have no information. The 
matter is entirely at the discretion of the Agent and there is no reason to 
believe that in tilling up the appointment he did not satisf} 1- himself that 
the nominee was fully qualified for the duties. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Sir, will you permit me to put my question 
No. 9S8 ? 


t For answer to this question see answer to question No. 1001. 
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Mr. President : The-Honourable Member . just disappeared when 
the question was about to be called. I cannot permit him to put it now. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : I was going to look up a reference necessary 
for.that purpose. 

Mr. President : Order, order. , - 


Hindu asd Muslim Clerks in the Personnel Branches oe- Divisional' 
Officers on the North-Western Railway.:; , 

flOOG. f< Mr. Abdul Haye : Will Government please state separately 
the number of Hindu and Muslim clerks together with their pay and 
period of service in the Personnel Branches of Divisional Officers on the 
North Western Railway ? 


Employment of an Outsider as Superintendent, Commercial Branch 

of the Headquarters Office of the North Western Railway. 

1007. * Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Is it a fact that the post of the 
Superintendent, Commercial Branch of the Headquarters' ; Office of the 
North Western Railway, which is about to fall vacant is to be filled by an 
outsider 1 - . . 

(b) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will the Govern¬ 
ment please state what are the educational qualifications of this outsider 
to fill the vacancy, and what is his previous experience in the Commercial 
Branch ? 

(c) Was due consideration given to the claims ' of the deserving 

senior Muslim clerks ? ’ ' ' • ' 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government, have no information, and are 
not prepared to interfere with the discretion of the Agent in the matter. 

Muslim Traffic Inspectors and Junior Assistant Officers on the'North 

Western Railway. 

1008. *Mr. Abdul Haye :.(</) Is it a fact that, there is not a single 
Muslim Traffic Inspector on the whole North Western Railway whereas 
there are many Hindu Traffic Inspectors ? . • 

it a fact that three posts of Junior Assistant Officers on the 
rsort h \\ estem Railway have been recently given to Hindus and none 
to Muslims 1 ■ • ■ ,. 

. . ^- le . Government prepared to enlist successful Muslims for 
similar appomtmenls until communal inequalities are removed .? 

**• Parsons : I am making enquiries and will communicate 
with the Honourable Member. 


Muslim and Hindu Clerks in tfie Office of the Executive Officer, Per¬ 
manent Way Branch, North Western Railway. 

f^? u V Haye : Wil1 Government please state the pre- 

Encin£5 be £ ° F Mnsl ™. T ai »d Hindu clerics in the office of the Executive 
' 1 erm nnont. May Branch. North-Western Railway, Lahore? 

i Tor to this question see answer to question No. 1001. ~ 
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(S') Is it a fact that the five new vacancies in this office were filled 
up by Hindus only and not a single Muslim was taken 1 

Educational Qualifications of B. Bahadur Singh and other Special 
Travelling Ticket Examiners of the North Western Railway. 

1010. ''Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Will Government please state the educa¬ 
tional qualifications of B. Bahadur Singh and other Special T. T. Es. of 
the North-Western Railway ? 

(b) Is it a fact that B. Bahadur Singh was selected Special T. T. E. 
when he was getting Rs. 150 per mensem ? 

(c) What was his relative position as regards seniority at the 
time ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Government understand that one is a 
graduate and two have passed the Matriculation Examination, the 
gentleman mentioned not being one of them. 

(&) Yes. 

(c) lie was ‘selected in preference to seven seniors. 

Hindu and Muslim Clerks in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 

1011. *Mr. Abdul Haye : 1. Will Government please state the number 

of Hindu and Muslim clerks with their respective educational qualifica¬ 
tions, period of service, if any, and pay they draw, who have been 
-recruited to the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, by : 1 

(a) transfer from the Chief Auditor’s Office ; and 

* / 

(&) fresh appointment ? 

2. Will Government please state the number of Hindu and -Muslim 
clerks who have been taken in the upper grade in the Railway Clearing 

• Accounts Office ? 

3. How many Hindus and how many Muslims have been taken as 
accountants without passing the examination ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The compilation of the information for 
which the Honourable Member asks would involve a great deal of trouble 
which Government are not prepared to impose on the authorities con¬ 
cerned. 

Starting Salaries for Graduates and Matriculates in the Clerical 
Establishment of the Office or the North Western 
Railway at Lahore". 

1012. "‘Mr. Abul Haye : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
what are the starting salaries for graduates and matriculates in the 
clerical establishment of the North Western Railway offices at Lahore V 

(b) Is it a fact that Prem Chand. B.A.. who was appointed on Rs. 80 
f is now drawing Rs. 130 per mensem with less-than a year’s service " 
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(c) Is it a fact that one Jagdish Lai, who is only a matriculate, 
was appointed on Rs. 80 direct ? 

(cZ) Is it a fact that Kanshi Ram, who is an F. A., was appointed 
direct on Rs. 100 and is now getting Rs. 150 although he has not a year's 
service at his credit ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : ( a ) I am not aware whether there is any 
special rule or practice laying down starting salaries for graduates and 
matriculates in the clerical establishment of the North Western Railway 
offices at Lahore, iml I am making enquiries and will let the Honourable 
Member know the result. 

(&), (c) and ( d ). The matter is entirely at the discretion of the 
Agent and Government are not prepared to interfere with that discre¬ 
tion. 


Inadequate Representation of Muslims in the Office of the Chief 
Auditor of the North Western Railway. ' 1 

1013. 51 Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Is it a fact that of the 16. senior 
accountants in the grade of Rs. 270—20—450 in the Chief Auditor’s 
Office of the North Western Railway at Lahore, no one is a Muslim ? 

(5) Is it a fact that there are only two Muslim junior accountants 
as compared with 20 Hindus ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there are three Muslim accountants in lieu of 
clerks as compared with 13 Hindus (in the grade 80—10—250—20— 
270) 1 

• < - , 

{d) Is it a fact that there is one Muslim I.C.G, in' grade I as com¬ 
pared with 4 Hindus and 8 Muslim I. C. G.’s in grade II as compared with 
27 Hindus ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there are three Muslim stock verifiers as com¬ 
pared with 12 Hindus ? 

(/) If the above facts are correct, do Government intend to redress 
the grievances of the^Muslims as regards inadequate representation ? 

Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the last sentence of the reply just given to his questions 
Nos. 993 to 998. . H 

Mr. K. Ahmed : The Honourable Member says he has answered this 
question in his answer to questions Nos. 993 to 998. But if Members 
.j lc 1 ' V ar0 n0 *' aa ^’ s ^ G( f with the action taken by the Agent 

country Kail " ay: d ° Govcrnment propose, for the benefit of the 

th- wf ^ ono ^ rable Sir Basil Blackett : I suggest that it would be for 
,2 , * of \ lie (;ountr - v lf the Honourable Member understands what 

Ru'!u-x-cf 0 r 1G f X }\ S T C ^ 10ns - 1 was not talking about Agents of 
‘ ys but about tbe Auditor’s Office at Lahore—a different matter. 

Removal of State Prisoners and Detenus in Burma to the Mart’s 
School Buildings at Mandalay. 

Rurmn^oii G '.' R ^ ra : («) Is it a fact that the Government of 

Moner o£ Man of .'T ai1 ' Deputy Commis- 
‘ 5 4 of official and non-official visitors recommended to- 
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th4 Government of India tjhat State prisoners and detenus confined in 
different Jails in Burma should be removed and lodged together in Mary's 
School buildings at Mandalay which have been purchased by the Burma 
Government ? r 

( b ) Is it a fact that the Government of India also approved of the 
scheme subject to a Bengal Government official visiting and approving 
the site ? 

(c) Is it a fact ihat Mr Bowman was sent to Mandalay to see the 
site and then reported that it was not desirable to keep all the State 
prisoners and detenus together 1 

(d) If the answers to the previous questions are in the affirmative 
and if on the above suggestion of Mr. Bowman this scheme was aban¬ 
doned, will Government please explain why Mr. Lowman was sent at 
all to Mandalay at a considerable expense " 

(e) Is there any truth, in the allegation that Mr. Lowman dis¬ 
approved of the scheme only because of the altercations he had with the 
State prisoners ill the Mandalay Jail ? 

The Honourable hkr. J. Crerar : (a) A proposal on these lines was. 
submitted by the Government of Burma. 

'(S') *The'■'GbvoVhment o£ India approved the proposal in the first 
instance, but subsequently modified their views. 

(c) Mr. Lowman visited Mandalay, but the Government of India are 
not aware of the nature of his report. The decision referred to above 
was taken on general grounds. 

* (d ) Hoes hot arise. ' 

(e) The Government of India are not aware whether Mr. Lowman 
reported in favour of or against the scheme. 

^ l 


SHORT-NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, 

.. i 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : Sir, with your permission I will ask a 
short notice question of which I have given notice. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Before Mr. Mehta asks his short notice ques¬ 
tion, may I, Sir, be permitted to put my question N6. 9S8 ? 

Mir. President : The Honourable Member knows that his question 
was on and he at once disappeared when it was about to be called. It 
is not right that the Honourable Member should get up now and again 
and ask that he should be allowed to put that question. He should at 
least have asked the Chair before we was leaving. Mr. Jamnadas 
Mehta. 


Construction of the Vas ad -B or s ad -Katana Railway. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : (a) Will Government be pleased to say 
whether the construction of the Vasad-Borsad-Katana Railway has been 
started ; if not, when do Government propose to start it ? 
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(6) Do Government realise that thousands of people in. Gujarat 
have become homeless and have been otherwise ruined by recent, floods ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to expedite the starting of the con¬ 
struction work of the Vasad-Borsad-Katana and other railways in 
Gujarat with a view to give relief to the stricken people ¥ . 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Owing to negotiations with the Baroda 
Durbar, from whom a final reply was only received on the 29th August, 
sanction lias not yet been given to the construction of the Vasad-Borsad- 
Katana Railway, and the agreement of the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Railway Company has still to be obtained on one outstanding point. 
The Railway Board are, for the reasons mentioned by the Honourable 
Member, most anxious to start the construction of this line at the earliest 
possible date, and they have asked the Agent of the Bombay. Baroda 
and Central India Railway to communicate the agreement of his Com¬ 
pany on this point by telegram as quickly as he can. They propose then 

to instruct him to commence the construction forthwith. 

») * 

The Railway Board will examine whether there are any other projects 
in the afflicted area which can be taken up immediately, if necessary, 
by advancing their place ‘in their construction programme. 

Postponement of the Discharge of Workmen from the. Kharagpur 
Workshops until after the Puja Holidays. 

Diwan Chaman Lall *. In view of the possibility that men discharged 
from the Kharagpur workshops may find it difficult to set about getting 
work during the Puja holidays, are Government prepared' to ask the 
Agent of the Bengal Nagpur Railway to postpone such discharges until 
the holidays are over ¥ 

* * ' , , tii ^ »«» / 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I should'first explain that the date chosen 

12 KooK for the discharge 'of men from the Kharagpur 

Workshops was originally selected in the interests 
of the men, many of whom might be expected in the ordinary course to 
go to their homes during the Pujas. But the Railway. Board recognise 
that the holidays may add to the difficulty of discharged'men in finding 
new work immediately, and as soon as this possibility was mentioned 
to me by Mr. Acharya, we wrote, to the Agent of the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway, asking him if he could arrange to give the men who are being 
got. rid of their pay up to the end of the Pujas in addition to whatever 
other benefits they might be receiving. We also told hiin that, unless 
there were serious practical difficulties, we should like him to do so and 
that we were prepared to sanction any departure from the rules which 
tins might occasion. We have since learnt that he has agreed. This 
course, I think, will he more advantageous to the men .than postponing 
their discharge, 'uru-e while getting pay up to the end of the Pujas 
they will be able to use the Puja holidays in search of work. 

V ith your permission. Sir. I should like to supplement this reply 
oy apprising Honourable Members of the latest information which T 
haw- received of the position at Kharagpur. It is contained in a tele- 
", ran ‘ v -'hieh (be Railway Board received yesterday from the Agent of 
, ^ Railway—the telegram being dated the Htli Septern- 

r ‘ a he telegram runs as follows : 
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“ Last two days Kharagpur shop men have turned out but have done no work 
adopting a policy of passive resistance. On the other hand there have'been isolated 
cases of intimidation and assaults on subordinate supervising staff. At Labour .Union 
mass meeting yesterday (Saturday) leaders recommended continuance of policy of 
passive resistance, that is, all men surging up to shops but not working. In opinion 
of District Magistrate and Cole (Mr. Cole is the Chief Mechanical Engineer of the 
Railway) feeling of tension great and growing. Cole considers shops should be 
closed as, if men remain idle and tension grows, serious disturbances in shops will 
take place resulting in probable serious damage to property. If shops remain open 
and serious disturbances occur inside, which District Magistrate thinks probable, he. 
eannot guarantee protection of person or property. He considers that if shops close 
he will be better able to control probable outbreaks. Have discussed matter fully with 
the District Magistrate- and Cole and -I agree that closing of shops is the lesser evil 
as likely to lead to less trouble and in view of situation now arisen have decided to 
close shops till situation clears. ’ ’ > 

The date on which the shops were closed is not mentioned in this 
telegram but I understand from another telegram received by the 
Railway Board from an official of the Labour Union, that they were 
closed on the 12th September : 

“ On September 16th arrangements are being made to pay men their August 
wages, settlement of all men on reduction commencing the following day. All men 
down for discharge will be paid np to the end of the Puja holidays, viz., 11th October— 
vide my letter of yesterday’s date. I am intimating that shops will be opened as 
soon as the men’s leaders will give assurances that men are willing to work.” 

Diwan Chaman Lall : May I ask what were the reasons which led 
these workers to go into the workshops and adopt passive resistance ? 

Mr. A. A.'L. Parsons : I understand they were advised to do so by 
their Labour Union. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : What were the grievances behind this action 
taken by the workmen ? 

' Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am aware of no grievances except the 
general grievance (hat a reduction in the staff is being carried out. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : May I ask whether any damage was done to 
property in the workshops by any of these men who were not willing 
to work there ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I do not think we have received information 
of any damage in (he workshops. As I mentioned there have been 
one or two cases' of intimidation of which we' have had notice. 


QUESTIONS NOT ASKED AT THE .MEETING, OWING TO T HE 
ABSENCE OF THE QUESTIONERS, AND ANSWERS TO THE 
SAME. 

Purchase of Paints, Varnishes and Enamels of European Manufacture 

*y the North Western Railway. 

938. *Mr. N. 0. Chunder : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether a notice was advertised by the Controller of Stores, North Western 
Railway in the Statesman (of Calcutta) of the 23rd August, 1927, invit¬ 
ing sealed tenders for the supply amongst other things of paints, varnishes 
and enamels of European manufacture f 
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, (b) Will Government be pleased to explain whether, Europeannnanu- 

faet.ure means or includes articles manufactured in India by European firms 
or companies 1 ■ ' ' . •' 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether : 

(a) Paints j 

(l) Varnishes fof indigenous origin -■ 

( c ) Enamels J , 

are available ? If so, why have no tenders been invited therefor ? 

(d) Are the tenderers bound to despatch samples to the office of the 
6aid Controller if so required to do ? 

(e) Has the said Controller ever called for and examined samples 
of paints, varnishes and enamels of indigenous origin ? If so, with what 
result, if not, why not ? 

(/) Are quotations being obtained, from England for paints, and 
varnishes 7 

(g) Will Government state why quotations are not being obtained 
from England for enamels ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. , . 

(b) No. 

. (c) Paints, varnishes and enamels of indigenous origin are available. 

Tenders, however, were not invited for these as the North Western 
Hail way obtain their supplies of indigenous paints and varnishes through 
the Indian Stores department. 

(d) 1 cp, one of the terms of the call for tenders Was that' samples if 
required must be despatched to the office of the Controller of Stores, 
Moghalpnra. > 

(<s) Yes. Trials have been made with such material and as a result 
practically all paints and some of the. varnishes are of indigenous origin. 
An indigenous enamel has not so far been tried which lias been found 
suitable for the requirements of the Railway. 

(/) Yes. . 

(q) Quotations are being obtained from England for enamels. 

Amount of Honorarium to be paid to the Architect of India House in 
„ . London. 

' * * ???' *, S ' r Ha ? Singh Hour: (a) Will the Government be pleased‘to 
state the honorarium agreed to be paid to the architect of India House in 
London * 


(b) If it be a percentage on cost wlmt will it 
estimated cost? 


amount to * on the 


■ , ,( c ) 'Hid Government call for designs for the building bv a public 
anvf-r! : ‘ wliat Papers,'English and Indian, were the 

ecu ertxsemenfs published 7 . If not, why not ? . ' 

5a nJmSunre 3 H nv ? J 1,c Government, taken to see-that India House 
33 nn example of the best type of.Indian-architecture,?. 
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The Honourable .Sir George Rainy : (a) and (6). The fee of the 
architect is fixed by the Royal Institute of British Architect as a per¬ 
centage on i he cost of the building, and the Institute's rules do not permit 
an architect to undertake work for less than the authorised fee. The 
percentage is ordinarily 6 per cent., "and this would amount to about 

£16,500 on the estimated cost of India House. 

' 1 

(c) No. The design was prepared by Sir Herbert Baker, who was 
selected as the architect for the building. The .Government of India 
do not consider that anything w;ould have been gained by the procedure 
suggested. 

(d) I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given by me 
to a similar question by Mr. Neogy on the 1st September. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Delay by Railways in the Disposal op Applications for Sidings by 

Collieries. 

105. Mr. K. C. Neogy : (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the recommendation recorded by the Indian Coal Committee 
in paragraph 71 of their Report that undue time should not be taken 
by tbe Railway Administration in disposing of applications for sidings by 
collieries on Assisted Siding Terms, and in the eventual construction 
thereof after they are sanctioned 

(b) Are Government aware that even this recommendation of the 
Indian Coal Committee, is not. being worked up to at present—that un¬ 
usual time elapses ( i ) between the first application for siding and the 
decision thereon, ( it) between the decision and the preparation of plans 
and estimate, (in) between the deposit of money for sub-grade work and 
final construction of siding and (iv) between the construction and the 
refund of unspent balance of the money deposited by the applicants 1 

(c) Are Government aware that, in the ease of the Dobary No. 3 
Siding on the East Indian Railway, application was made in June 1921, 
was sanctioned on 5th March, 1923, and the plan and estimate were submit¬ 
ted on 11th March, 1924, i.c., after one year, and the cost of sub-grade 
work having been deposited in June 1924, the siding was actually opened 
for traffic in January, 1927 and the refund of the unspent amount of the 
depopit is still outstanding without earning any interest meanwhile, in 
spite of repeated reminders by the party ? 

(d) Is it a fact that in 1921, the Indian Mining Federation initiated 
a proposal which was supported in the minute of dissent of the Indian 
Coal Committee, that a special machinery should be set up to consider 
all applications for siding from the collieries in the Bengal and Bihar 
coalfields 1 Should the reply to the questions (b) and (e) above he 
generally in the affirmative, are Government prepared to accept such 
a proposal for setting up a special machinery ? If not, do they propose 
to-enforce on the railways concerned the observance of a time chart in¬ 
dicating the maximum permissible interval between the different stages 
during the- pendency of an application for siding till its final comple¬ 
tion ? 


t>2 
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Mr. A. A.L. Parsons : (a) The answer is in the affirmative. ; 

'(&) Government are‘aware that in some cases delay has occurred 
in the provision of sidings. In the first place, compliance with an appli¬ 
cation must sometimes be withheld until the Railway Administration is 
satisfied that the colliery’s business has grown or will grow sufficiently 
large to justify the outlay by the Railway on a siding. Secondly, after 
a decision to build the siding is arrived at, time is often lost in recon¬ 
ciling the conflicting interests of various parties. Thirdly,- after the 
money for the sub-grade work has been deposited, delay may occur 
in tlie acquisition of the land. Government have received no complaint 
that delay occurs after construction in refunding tlie unspent balance 
of money deposited by applicants. . 

(c) In the case of Dobary No. 3 siding the Railway Administration 
Reports that the siding was opened in September 1926, not January 
1927, as stated by the Honoxirable Member. Government have received 
no representation that the balance of the deposit lias not been refunded 
but arc enquiring. 

(d) Government are aware of the proposal made by the Indian 
Mining Federation in 1921, but cannot find any reference to it in the 
minute of dissent in the Indian Coal Committee’s Report. Government 
are not prepared to adopt the proposal of the Indian Mining Federation. 
When delay occurs in the provision of a siding, the. causes are often not 
under the control of the Administration. For this reason the enforcement 
of a time table as proposed by the Honourable Member is not considered 
practicable. 

Rent for Coal Dep6ts in all the Calcutta Stations, etc. 

106. Mr. K. C. Neogy : (a) Is it a fact that rent for coal depots are 
not identical in all Calcutta stations (Sealdali, Howrah, Howrali-Punjab 
line and Uitndingi) nor are the non-mechanical facilities the same in these 
stations ? If so, do Government propose to set up n permanent machi¬ 
nery to equalise facilities and rents among these stations with a view to 
fostering the trade in soft coke in the Calcutta city and suburbs ? 

(7>) Is it a fact that the pilferage from coal and coke wagons arriving 
in Scaldab is markedly higher than that with regard to the same traffic 
arriving in other Calcutta stations ? - 

(c) Is it a fact that at Sealdah the contents of coal wagons booked 
to non-depot holders are allowed to remain on tlie railway, yard without 
any wharfage being charged, to the greatest injury of the registered 
depot holders who have to pay heavy rent for depot spaces. 

(d) Is it a fact that non-depot, holders at Sealdah are allowed to take 
deliveries of coal from wagons booked to them under “ To Pay ” system, 
without paying the railway freight, and is it a fact that the Eastern Bengal 
Railway authorities could not realise a large amount of freight owing to 
tlm latitude permitted in delivery referred to above ; if so, will Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state the total amount that could not be realised and, 
ttm amount of snob outstanding as at the 15th of August, 1927 ? 

r.* cA'i\V iS a . fact <lmt 15,0 wagons booked 1o registered depot holders 
' ‘ fMldn,! Sl, c i» many oases not placed alongside their respective depots' 
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but at-*, placed sometimes a long way off tlie depots ? If so, are Govern¬ 
ment prepared to ask the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities to adopt 
the method prevailing on the East Indian Railway system at Howrah 
and other Calcutta stations that w r agons booked to a registered depot are 
placed alongside the respective depots and are not considered as “ placed 
wagons ” until they are so done ? 

(/) Is it a fact that w r hen -wagons are placed at Sealdah coal yard 
no signature is obtained by the railway staff of the consignees as well 
as of the depot holders noting the time of placing of such wagons ? If 
so, are Government prepared to enforce the practice that such signature 
shall be invariably taken at 'Sealdah at the time of placing of wagons 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The information has been called for and 
will be furnished to the Honourable Member on receipt. 

u 'I * » 

Employment op Government Servants by the Royal Turf Club, Calcutta. 

107. Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : ( a ) "Will the Government be pleased to 
state how many employees of the Calcutta Customs Appraisers Department 
and of other Government offices in Calcutta are working in the Calcutta 
Races Totalizator or in any other branch of the Royal Calcutta Turf Club 
and are receiving remuneration for such services from the said Turf Club 5 

(&) Will Government be pleased to call for a list from the Royal 
Calcutta Turf Club of Government servants employed by the said Club 
in connection with the races and other duties who receive remuneration for 
services rendered 1 

(c) Are Government employees permitted to accept such services ? 

(d) Are the Government aware that instances have occurred that 
Appraisers of the Calcutta Custom Office, employed in race work, have left 
their dnlies as early as 12 Noon on race days (especially in the winter season 
wdien races start early) neglecting their duties inasmuch as they locked 
up in their drawers for days and days the customs import passes for 
appraisement with the regrettable consequence that the goods relating there¬ 
to incurred heavy demurrage to the great loss of the importers ? If not, 
are the Government prepared to enquire into the matter and inform the 
House of the result of their enquiry ? 

(e) Do the Government propose to take steps to prohibit Govern¬ 
ment' servants from accepting services elsewhere to the detriment of the 
public interest ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The information asked for is being 
collected and will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Dismissal of Railvtay Emtloyees. 

108. Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy : 1. Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Member he pleased to state, if it is a fact : 

(a) that railway companies reserve to themselves in their agreements 
with their employees a power to dismiss them on one month's notice “ for 
an3 r reason ” whatsoever ; 

{b) that such dismissals have been held to be "wrongful by the 
subordinate Judge of Nagpur in Leniage os.'the Great Indian Peninsula 
■Railway decided in 1924 ; 
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(c) that such dismissals are a matter of frequent occurrence, even 
now ; and .... 

(c?) that the payment of bonus is considered to he'a matter of grace 
and favour on the part of the employees T 

2. Have Government considered the question. of. instructing all 
railway companies to alter the agreement so as to make a railway 
servant liable to dismissal only for proved misconduct ? .. 1 ■ • 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : 1. (a) No provision is made in 'the agree-; 
merits for dismissal with notice. Provision is made for termination of 
service on notice being given by either side ; the period of notice varies 
from one to six months. 

(Z>) Government have no information. 

(c) Employees are discharged under the terms of - the agreement 
when in the interests of the Railway Administrations their services are 
no longer required. 

((?) Presumably the Honourable Member is referring, to service 
gratuity. If so, a gratuity is granted as a reward for good, efficient, 
faithful and continuous service. The grant of gratuity is at the dis¬ 
cretion of the Railway Administrations and it cannot be claimed as a 
matter of right. 

2. The agreements provide for dismissal for proved misconduct 
only. If the Honourable Member is referring to discharges under the 
terms of the agreement Government do not propose to alter the agree¬ 
ments as suggested by him. 


Police Escorts for Remittances of Government Treasure sent by 

Railway. , . 

109. Mr. M. Rutlmaswamy : (a) Has the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to an article entitled “ Safety at lonely stations” at 
page 3 of the issue for January 1927 of the Indian Railway Magazine, f 

(&) Is it a fact that even guards of cash “ carrying trains ” have no 
police protection given to them 1 ' -. • ■ 

,, ( . c) tbe Government prepared, to consider the advisability of 
allowing the use of fire-arms to all station masters and railway guards ?, 

forretPt&k* A ’ L ’ Parsons Government have seen.the article re¬ 
sent hv MiW SCWtS i iicco ® 1)<1ny al1 remittances of Government treasure 
‘ • oxce pf remittances of nickel, copper and bronze coin. 

54 V rivntc .^ensure, consignments weighing, more than 

tion N JcmSrt f ly COn T, e >* ed ^ owners' charge. Whether any protec- 
re 9 ,uret l for smaller consignments is under consideration. 

baveTeen r ? ilway * arnin S s rcmittcd Kv train, arrangements 

moat into loc-il tm ec - uce such remittances as much as possible by pay¬ 
out into local treasuries. No police protection is, M a rule, given 

Riven to the Rtnff^Hfor^exlrm^ i ^ an ^fi r0t *A Sect *°ns of railway, arms are 
’ f eXtlm P lc on Gve Quetta and Rawalpindi division*. 
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but Government do riot consider that there is any. necessity to allow 
the use of fire-arms to all station masters'and railway guards, particularly,- 
as in many cases, such fire-arms would* prove to he a greater Source of. 
danger than advantage to the person concerned. 

» l j 

Accidents on the South Indian Railway. 

« i - l 

110. Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy : (a) Has 'the attention, of the Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to an article entitled “ Buried alive ” at page 10 of; 
the Indian Railway Magazine in its issue for May-June 1927 ? 

(b) Is it a fact that.it is the third accident of its kind on the South 
Indian Railway during the last three years ? 

(e) Is it a 'fact that as the result of a departmental enquiry-an 
European engineer was reduced, and a maistry prosecuted ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state the ages of the victims 
and the amounts of compensation awarded to them ? 

Mr. A.' A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(b) to (d). Enquiries are being made and the result will be com¬ 
municated to the Hohoux*able Member. 

Accidents due to the Non-Eencing of Railway Lines. 

111. Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy : (a) Has the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been drawn, to the two accidents mentioned at pages 129 and 130 
in the July issue of the Indian Railway Magazine ? 

(6) Is it a fact that a large portion of the railway line at Thiruma- 
thikunnam, the place of accident, is unfenced ? 

(c) Has the Governor■ General in Council issued orders under section 
13 of the Railways Act to have all railway lines fenced ? 

( d ) If so, do Government intend to take any notice of the negligence ? 

(e) Are the Government prepared to take action to ensure that the 
members of the Local Advisory Committees should he asked to be 
present at all enquiries into accidents attended with loss of life ? 

(/) Will the Government he pleased to state if any and, if so, how 
much, compensation has been awarded to the victims in the aforesaid two 
accidents 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : ( a ) Yes. 

(6) Such information as we have goes to show that the line is fenced 
at this spot, hut I ara making enquiries. 

(c) Ho. 

(d) I am not sure that I understand what alleged act of negligence 
the Honourable Member refers but, as I have said, I am enquiring 
whether the line is fenced at this spot. 

(e) The question of the possibility of associating representatives of 
the public with enquiries into accidents has been carefully considered 
by Government, but with the advice and consent of the Central Advisory 
Council the proposal to provide for such association has been dropped. 
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(/) I will enquire whether any compensation has been paid and let 
Hie Honourable Member know. In one of the cases mentioned there seems, 
prima facie, no reason for any such payment.. , 


Revision of the Pay of Clerks on the South Indian Railway. . 

112. Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy : ( a ) Are the Government aware that at 
the last Session of the Legislative Assembly Government stated that the 
revision of the pay of clerks on the South Indian Railway was under 
contemplation ? ’ < 

(b) Are the Government aware that the Agent of the South Indian 
Railway said in answer to the deputation of the members that waited on 
him recently that it was not proposed to revise their salaries ?. 

(c) "Will the Government be pleased to state which of these statements 
is correct ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (c). At the last Session of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly it was stated that the question of revising the starting 
pay of junior clerks was under the consideration of the “South Indian 
Railway Company. This was certainly a correct statement of fact at the 
time it was made. 

(b) Government have no information, but will enquire. 


Grant of Allowances to the Officers and Clerks of the Telegraph 
Office, Simla, moving with the Government of India between 

Simla and Delhi. 


113. Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will the Government be pleased to state 
the allowances that are being paid to the staff of the attached offices of the 
Government of India, namely, the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs 
and the Military Accountant General ? Are these allowances paid on 
the ground of the nature of work in the offices mentioned or on account 
of the higher cost of living in Simla and Delhi or on account of the move 
of the two offices with the Government of India ? 

(b) Is it a fact that three-fourths of the staff of the Simla Government 
Telegraph Office move with the Government of India Headquarters ? If 
so, will Government kindly mention the number of such persons concerned 
and the grade they belong to ? 

(c) Do not the officers and clerks of the Telegraph Office, Simla, face 
lie same hardships as those in the two attached offices of -the Government 

ot India mentioned in part (a) above ? 

(d) Are these officers and clerks of the Simla Telegraph Office paid 
the siime allowances that are paid to the staff of the two attached offices T 
If not, why not ? 


(c) Do these telegraph employees receive the same treatment in regard 
to joining time when they move down to Delhi or up tef Simla as the 
employees of the two attached offices ? If so, why is the distinction made 

° f all ° wanccs ! and wi >y is the Simla Allowance Code applied 
u.Mclq;r,ipli employees in one respect and not in another ? 

of tli?oqfer^ r I l i! ,1C T? ir ® hupendra Nath Mtra : (a) The establishment 
-Tees of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs and of the 
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Military Accountant General receive allowances under the Simla Allow-, 
ance Code. These allowances are paid in consideration of the expensive¬ 
ness of living in Simla and of other disadvantages to which these estab¬ 
lishments are subject as a result of their having to move with the 


Government of - India. ; . , . 

(i&) Yes. • • 

> • 

. Office Superintendent .. .. ' .. 1 

Telegraph Master, General Service .’. .. 3 

Telegraphists, General Service .. 28 

Clerks •' .1 • .. .. .. 15 

Munshies ... .. . . .. 8 

Time keepers .. .. . . 2 

Compositors .. . • .. .. .. 6 


(c) The Office Superintendent and the General Service .Telegraph 
Masters and Telegraphists, Simla, are provided with free quarters and 
thus protected against excessive house-rents. With this exception the 
reply is in the affirmative. 

(d) No. The Telegraph Office staff receive. allowances specifically 
sanctioned for them by the Government of India. The allowances are 
based on the recommendations of the Telegraph Committee of 1921. 

(c) No. The telegraph employees are granted joining time under the 
Supplementary Rules while the establishments of the Director-General’s 
and Military Accountant General’s offices are granted joining time under 
rule 18 of the Simla Allowances Code. The restrictions until recently, 
imposed on the grant of joining time to the former have been removed. 

The second part does not arise. 

Grant of Free Quarters or House-Rent in lieu thereof to the Signal 

Room Clerks transferred from Old Delhi to New Delhi. 

114. Mr. N. M. Joshi : Is it a . fact that the services of the signal 
room clerks of the Simla-Delhi Telegraph Offices are not transferable 
except on promotion ; if so, will the Government please state whether the 
signal room clerks transferred from Delhi Old Secretariat to New 
Delhi have been either provided with free quarters or house-rent allow¬ 
ance ? If the answer be in the negative, will Government please state if 
they propose now to redress their grievance by granting liousc-rent or 
free quarters ? • 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The answer to the 
first part of the question is that signal room clerks are transferable from 
one station to another either on promotion or on revision of establishment 
of in the interests of discipline. ., 

The answer to the second part is in the negative. • 

In respect of the third part Government do not admit that, the clerks 
concerned have a grievance. Signal room clerks are not entitled to free 
quarters nor to' house-rent allowance. ■ 
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Long H6up.s of Work of Assistants and Clerks employed in the Finance 
and Commerce Departments 1 of the Government of India 

Secretariat. 

115. Kumar Ganganand Sinha : (a) Is it a fact that the prescribed 
hours of work in the Government of India Civil Secretariat Department 
are generally from 10-30 a.m. to 4-30 p.m.? ' 

(b) Is it a fact that in some of the Departments (e.g., the Finance 

and Commerce) assistants and clerks are generally in office much beyond 
the prescribed hours, i.e., up to 6 or 7 p.m. ? r 

(c) If the answer is in the affirmative, will Government ■ please state 

what tins is due to ; is it due to the fact that they have to .wait till their 
officers leave or because the work is excessive or because the staff is 
insufficient ? *- 

(d) If the reasons are not any of those specified above ; will the 
Government be pleased to state what the reasons are ? 

(c) Are the men who stay late in office paid any remuneration for 
the extra labour ; if so, what ; if not, why not. ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Yes/ except on Saturdays 
when the hours are usually 10-30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

(5) and (c). No. Assistant and clerics sometimes have to stay late 
in office when work is heavy. I am not aware that this is generally the 
case.' 

(d) Press of work. 

(e) The stiff of the Secretariat are whole-time servants of Government 
and no extra remuneration is paid for occasional overtime work. 


Discharge after Nine Years’ Service of 23 Temporary Commissioned 
Officers of the Indian .Medical Service. 

116. Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : (a) Is it a fact that on the 1st 
September. 3926, 23 temporary commissioned I. M. S. officers were served 
with notice of discharge from the Service after having served the Indian 
Army for 9 years ? ‘ 

(b) Was this discharge effected by Army Order Z.-2396-2, (D.M.S.A- 
B), dated Simla, 23rd April, 1926 (limitation of the period of service of 
temporary commissioned officers of the I. M. S.) ? 

(c) If so. will the Government please state if, when these temporary 
omcers were entertained, they were informed of this intention on the 

part, of the authorities and have they, no vested interests in their 
service ° • 


T V I J. aVe any Europeans been enlisted in India as temporary 
i. At. officers and have they also been discharged at the end of 9 years 
or have they been retained and given a higher rate of pav during their 
service ami promoted * 


1 Iwl 1 n of 01 th ? t in P lacc of th ese discharged 23 temporary 

- officer* _4 new junior temporary officers were engaged ? 
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Mr. G. M. Young': (d) The annual contracts of 23 officers lapsed 
on or about the date mentioned and were not renewed. These officers had 
served altogether for 9 years on annually renewed contracts. 

(b) Yes, Sir. Except that the document,referred to by my Honour¬ 
able friend was a mejmorandum and not an Army Order. 

(c) No, Sir. As I have stated on previous occasions, these officers 
were originally engaged on annual contracts, subject,to, renewal at their 
option as well as that of Government for further periods of a year at a 
time. They have therefore no vested interests beyond what is represented 
by the annual contract. They were entitled to such notice 1 of non-renewal 
of their contracts as is laid down in the terms of the contract. That, notice 
was duly given to all of them. 

( d ) Europeans have been recruited as temporary I. M. S. officers on 
the same terms as Indian temporary I. M. S. Officers, but I cannot say 
whether any of them were actually recruited in India. The second part of 
this question does not arise. 

(e) The temporary officers -whose contracts were not renewed were 
replaced hy the same number of newly recruited officers with temporary 
commissions. As I have informed the House, Government are re-examin¬ 
ing this question, though they can give no undertaking that the 9 years’ 
rule will be modified. 

Grant of Gratuity or Some Form of Pension to Temporary Indian 
Officers of the Indian Medical Service when they are discharged . 

117. Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : (a) Is it a fact that tempo¬ 
rary I M. S. officers engaged in England receive £1,000 as a, gratuity on 
the completion of 5 years of temporary service, and that this gratuity is 
increased if further temporary service is rendered 1 

( b ) If the answer to part (a ) is in the affirmative, will the Honourable 
Member please state if there is any difference in the duties performed 
by the European and the Indian temporarily engaged I. M. S. officers ? 

(c) If the answer to part (a) is in the negative, will the Government 
please state the reason for this difference in treatment ? 

(d) Are Government prepared to sympathetically consider the 
granting of a similar gratuity or some form of pension to Indian 
temporarily engaged I. M. S. officers when the;’ are discharged ? If not, 
why not ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) No, Sir. As I have explained fully in my 
reply to Diwan Chaman Lall’s question No. 806, no temporary I. M. S. 
officers are engaged in England, but the terms of appointment to perma¬ 
nent commissions in the I. hi. S. now include the option of retiring after 
6 or 12 years service with a gratuity of £1,000 or £2,500 instead of pen¬ 
sion. Indian officers recruited to the permanent service now have this 
option equally with Europeans. No temporary officer, whether Indian or 
European, whether recruited in England or in India, is entitled to a 
gratuity under the terms of his contract. 

(6), (c) and (at). Do not arise. 
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• MOTION FOR. ADJOURNMENT. 

The Gold Standard and Reserve Bank op Ind.ia Bill. . 

Mr. President : I have received the following notice of a motion 
for adjournment of the House from Diwan Chaman Lall : 

“ I beg to give notice of the following motion of adjournment to discuss a matter 
of recent and urgent public importance, namely, the affront offered to the Legislative 
Assembly by the Government in withdrawing this Session the Gold Standard and Beserve 
Bank Bill before the Assembly had had an opportunity of discussing the remaining' 
clauses of the Bill.” ' , 

The matter proposed to be discussed seems to me to be in order, and I 
have to ask whether the Honourable Member has the leave of the Assembly, 
to move tbe adjournment. 

(No member stood up to object.) • 

As no Honourable- Member takes objection I intimate that leave is 
granted and that the motion will he taken up at 4 p.m. 


APPOINTMENT OF MUNSHI ISWAR SARAN TO THE LIBRARY 

COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President : I have to inform Honourable Members of this House 
that I have appointed Munshi Iswar Saran to the Library Committee in 
place of Diwan Bahadur R. Ramchandra Rao who has ceased to he a Mem¬ 
ber of the Legislative Assembly. 


RESOLUTION RE HUMANISATION OF HALF THE CADRE OF 
OFFICERS OF THE INDIAN ARMY'. 

E res bl e:n t : The House will now resume further discussion of 
the followmg Resolution moved by Dr. B. S. Moonje on the 25th August 
LL/ and also the amendment moved thereto by Mr. Srinivasa Ivengar. 
The Resolution is : . " - 

“ , Tha . t t ]! is Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that as a 
beginning ,n the direction of preparing India for self-defence immediate steps bo taken 

I ilT Si !f I0 V f lml£ lllc «*«**» of officers in the Indian Army, un- 
” s recommended by the Skeen Committee, within a period of fifteen years, and 
* un j ln J , . no ’ 19 e , recommendations of tile Committee with regard to the 
arms nf h i i / "? In j lmn foandhurst and recruitment of Indian officers in those 
present oxobideS” 1 '' 0 p, ' U<1 f ° r ° Ut ° f Imlian avenues, from which they are at 

Tim amendment, of Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar is : 

“ T1,:it for t,u ' original Resolution the following be substituted : 

Subject to the revision of the whole scheme of the defence of the country 
in any future constitution for India acceptable to the people of India, 
ami while feeling that the recommendations of the Indian Sandhurst 
.omimttoe, specially relating to tho continuance of British recruitment, 
o not satisfy Indian public opinion, this Assembly is of opinion that tho 
..iceptanee of the unanimous recommendations of that. Committee will 
m.irK a definite beginning in the Indianisation of the Army in India, 
", , ‘“Crefore recommends to the Governor General in Council that ho 
effect to them’’’ t0 a< ' , ' t ' rt thoso ^commendations and give immediate 

not h?en S r^n b Har Eilas Sard?. (Ajmer-Merwara : General) : Sir, I do 
nor how n ” *' ie situation of Asia as affecting India, 

’ - tun., passes, the-awakening of China, Persia and Afghanistan 
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and their gradual evolution as powerful military states have darkened 
the prospects of people of this country living peaceful lives, nor, how the 
increasingly estranged relations between Russia, and England are rendering 
the military and political outlook so far as this country is concerned less 
and less satisfactory. That has been done by iny Honourable friend 
Dr. Moonje. I wish to say a,few words as to the alleged difficulty in the 
way of the Indianisation of the Army but before I do so I wish to say 
a few words with .regard to what my Honourable friend, Colonel Crawford, 
said the other day with regard to the Skeen Committee. He said that the 
Skeen Committee was a failure because it mistook its task. Instead of 
concerning itself primarily with the efficiency of the Army,' it concerned 
itself with the question as to how many Indians should be appointed to 
it. ! He also said in rather an apologetic tone, as if he was telling a truth 
which was unpalatable but which must be told,' that the efficiency of the 
Army was not compatible with the increasing Indianisation of the Army, 
for British officers were 'unwilling to serve under' Indians because of 
differences of social life. , 

As to the first! point, I believe nobody here thinks that the Skeen Com- 
fmittee, which was presided over by such a distinguished soldier ps General 
Skeen, the Chief of the General Staff, and on which there was also an 
eminent officer like Mr. Burdon, Secretary to the Government of India 
in the Army Department!, did not pay heed to the question of efficiency. 
,The fact is that my Honourable friend, and gentlemen of his way of 
thinking wish to keep the Army in India as a close preserve for Britishers, 
and whenever any proposal is. made to give the Indians their due share in 
the defence of their country, the cry is always raised, “ efficiency in 
-danger.” But, Sir, it is time that Colonel Crawford realised that this 
cry “ wolf, wolf ” no longer deceives anybody now. 

As regards the second point, my Honourable friend is mistaken if he 
thinks that Indians believe in the danger which he tries to foreshadow. 
•The English are a. very practical people, and no people in the world know 
.'how to bow to the inevitable with greater grace. So long as they know that 
they can dictate their own terms, they will do so, but. the -moment, they 
come to know, that they cannot have things' all their own' way, they will 
fall into line and accept the situation. When they know that they can¬ 
not have all the prizes in the Army, they will be content with what they 
• clan get and 1 serve India. But, Sir, if the'worst comes to the worst, and 
if when Indians are placed in command of battalions and regiments, the 
English officers refuse to have anything to do with the Army,- though' we 
shall be very sorry, we shall not be dismayed. We shall regard this as one 
of the ills which the body politic of India is heir to; We are anxious to 
enlist in the service of our country all the assistance that we can get from 
British officers, but if they still do not come, we shall not go into mourning • 
we shall not sit in ashes and sack-cloth mourning our fate. They will not 
find us with tears in our eyes and hands folded beseaching these so many 
achilles sulldng in their tents to come and command us. Sir, we Indians 
Hindus and 'Muhammadans and Anglo-Indians,' have sufficient suitable’ 
material in this'country which, when trained, will help us to create an army 
which would be' quite sufficient for the defence of our country. - I wonder 
if my friend Colonel Crawford knows that General Sir Ian Hamilton says 
-in his Scrap Book on the first part of the Russo-Japanese War.* 

" tVhy, there is material in the' North of India and* in Nepal, sufficient' and fit 
under good leadership, to shake the artificial society of Europe to its foundation's” ' 
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Another military writer writing in the Contemporary Review a few years 
ago; said : ..... 

“ If the Prussian conscription were applied in India, we should, without counting 
reserves or land Velir or anv force not summoned in time of'peace, have two and a 
half millions of soldiers actually in barracks, with 800,000 recruits coming up .every 
vca:—a force with which not only Asia, but the world might b.e subdued.”. 

Now, Sir, when, we have got such material, and if we can get trained 
officers, there is no reason why we should not be able to have an. army 
adequate for our purposes. Perhaps Colonel Crawford knows that; it was 
not with the help of British officers that the Indian Army put a stop to the 
ever victorious march of Alexander the Great and later inflicted the disas¬ 
trous defeat on the celebrated Greek King and General Seleukus and. 
wrested half Western Asia from him, was it because the army was led by 
British officers that it hurled back the untold legions of Semaramis the- 
Great of Assyria and inflicted a defeat on the Assyrian army from which 
it never recovered, or again when King Sobhogsen defeated Antisclius the 
Great. The nation that achieved sucli brilliant triumphs may be safely 
taken to possess suitable material for an efficient army. .We hav.e also got 
amongst us here descendents of those who founded in India an empire in 
the 16th century which was the strongest of its time. Thus we have-got 
material for officering the army in this country which, when properly 
trained, would he. quite adequate for the defence of our country. . 

Now, Sir, the chief difficulty alleged to 'be in the way of Indi animation 
of the'Army is the paucity of suitable youngmen who could be trained 
as officers for the Army. As I have said, • there were in India, .before the 
English came to this country, large armies commanded by- Indians who 
showed great powers of command and who achieved great military feats, 
which tlirow lustre on the history of India. It is only since the Bi'itish 
Raj has been established that armies in India have ceased to he commanded 
by Indians, not because sufficient and suitable officers,have not been forth¬ 
coming, hut because it has been the policy of the British > Government 
to train Indians for military service or to give them even the smallest con¬ 
trol over the Army. It is perfectly true, Sir, that military science has made 
wonderful advance in these days and that a person lias to undergo long 
training before he is fully equipped to be an efficient, officer. But when 
Europeans who commanded European armies before these developments 
took place are now able :to adjust themselves to the changed circumstances 
and are able to command modern armies, there is no reason why Indians who 
are regarded as a highly intellectual race should not also be; able to adjust 
themselves to the changed circumstances. When'India, can" produce good 
soldiers, there is no,reason why with proper training she should not be 
able to produce officers to command the army. Are there, any .countries 
with large armies where the armies are officered exclusively by foreigners. . 
Is human nature then so radically different in India from that in the rest 
of the world tJmt.it can produce only soldiers but not officers even when 
training is available ? Sir, I think there is sufficient material present in 
Uajputanu to funiish a large part of the Army with-officers ; so is the 
case with the Punjab, Maharashtra, Oudh and other provinces. We must 
not judge of the capacity of Indians for military service from the student* 
who go up for the Sandhurst examination. Even Sir John Maynard, 
formerly Member of the Executive Council of the Punjab, who.served for 
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40 years in India has assured us—I read from the Skeen Committee’s 
Report : 

“ in the Punjab alone there are many boys who do not appear for the Sandhurst exami¬ 
nation but are of better quality than the accepted Sandhurst candidates, whom he 
hiinself had seen ! 

It is only because the people do not think that Government is anxious that 
youngmen in India should take to the profession of arms that there is this 
alleged paucity. If the people of India are convinced that it is the genuine 
desire of Government that Indians should take their proper share in the 
defence of their country, the military colleges and schools which would 
be established for the purpose would be flooded with young men who will 
be found to be able to hold their own against young men of any other 
country. 

Sir, the recommendations of the Indian Sandhurst Committee are 
neither generous nor liberal. And even if the recommend .ations in their 
entirety are given effect to, it is very doubtful if half the officers of the 
army will be Indians even after 25 or 30 years. "We can well understand 
the caution and hesitation of Government in the matter, considering the 
great stake that England has in the country, for England’s world position 
depends upon India not breaking away from her. And, Sir, when it is 
the avowed policy of Government to give self-government to this country, 
is it-not wise and prudent that Government should win and retain the good 
will of Tadians by conceding to them the right of defending their own 
country and by training them to do so. What is therefore important at 
the present time 'is that a real beginning in a right earnest spirit be made 
and. though the recommendations of the Skeen Committee are far from 
satisfactory, still the country accepts them as a proof of the genuine desire 
cf Government to set the country on the road which will lead to the posi¬ 
tion when Indians will be able to defend their own country. 

Two things, however, are necessary for. the success of this scheme. 
The system of recruitment which has been recommended is over-eauticus 
and in fact unsatisfactory. The scheme laid down in pages 29 and 30 of 
the Report appears to aim at securing what in present-day political parlance 
may he called “ safe men ”. Government should show greater trust 
in the people if the scheme is to have a chance of success. Secondly, 
Government should lose no time in moving the universities and other educa¬ 
tional authorities suitably to modify the courses of study so a* to 
enable young men so inclined to take to the profession of arms. And Gov¬ 
ernment will find that in ten years’ time suitable material would in a much 
larger degree be available than they would be able to make use of. 

One word more and I finish. I hope Government will not. give undue 
weight to the interested protests of people who profess to be representatives 
of the so-called martial classes against the intellectual classes entering 
the Army. They declaim against the intelligentsia, against the nimble- 
brained people as if brains were at a discontent in the Army. The equin- 
ment of officers. Sir, is not the same as that of soldiers serving in the 
ranks. Ire, grit, nerve and character are the essentials of military life 
but they are not the monopoly of those who have learnt to use a bayonet 
or a rifle when commanded to do so. It is no use concealing the" fact 
that the present paucity of suitable candidates fit to be trained as officers 
in the Army is due-solely to the fact that the doors of the Armv are' 
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closed to the intellectual classes. This bar to keep the intellectual classes 
from entering the Army is, I fear, another way of keeping the Army 
reserved for Britishers, for they will always be able to say /that young 
men of sufficient education with sufficient brain power to be able to com¬ 
pete with English boys at the Sandhurst examination are not forthcoming. 
Sir, I support the amendment proposed by Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar. 


Mr. H. G. Cocke (Bombay: European) : Sir, I confess that I approach 
this subject with some diffidence because I realise that we in this House 
arc mainly amateur soldiers or no soldiers at all. And it is obviously a 
subject which is very complex and a subject upon which we can only come 
to a decision after hearing the very best advice possible. We are attempt¬ 
ing to build a structure and it is absolutely essential that the foundations 
to that structure should be well and truly laid. .If a mistake is made in 
the initial stages it maj' re-act against the whole problem we, are out to 
solve. And as my Honourable friend says, the whole building might fall 
down. We agree that the problem is one that should undoubtedly-have 
been faced much earlier. It is easy to be wise -after the event and it 
is very little good discussing that aspect of the matter now. History to 
some extent will possibly help us in this matter. At the same time. I do 
not consider that delving into the past, as the Honourable Member did who 
lias just sat down, will help us very much. Armies are changing very 
rapidly and conditions are changing, and in building up our structure we 
have got to consider the future much mor'e than we have to consider the 
past. Undoubtedly, to some extent this subject is one which will have to 
be tackled by the Statutory Commission because it is not a local problem, 
it is not merely an Indian problem, it is an Imperial problem and it is 
for that reason that we on these Benches feel that, much as we admire and 
sympathise with the recorhmendations of the Skeen Report, we feel that, 
until that Report has been discussed and advised upon by those who are 
expert in the creation and maintenance of armies, particularly with regard 
tc the Imperial aspect, we on our side are not inclined either to approve 
or condemn the main recommendations of the Report to-day. We wash to 
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Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : May I just correct the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber. I will read liis words from the official report of his speech. He 
said : * 

' “ We will concentrate, not upon the question of efficiency but upon the question 

of how many men are we going to take in. That is really what the Report does. ’ ’ 

; Mr. H. G-. Cocke : The Honourable Member said that Colonel Craw¬ 
ford, had stated that he wished to keep the British Army a close preserve 
for British, officers and I have corrected him on that point. 

Rai Sahib. Harbilas Sarda : No, I did not say that he said so. 

Mr. H. G-. Cocke : We here are absolutely at one on that point that 
the Indian Army will have to be Indianised and remoulded but, as I have 
already stated, it is a very large problem and not a local one and a problem 
on which we wish to have further advice before committing ourselves to 
any details. You cannot deal with the British Army and the Indian Army 
in water-tight compartments. You have got to consider the whole problem 
of Imperial defence as a whole, and the terms of reference to the Skeen 
Committee were undoubtedly limited. That Committee was not in a posi¬ 
tion to review the whole situation from top to bottom. The Army Council 
and tha'authorities in England have got every right to participate in 
this matter and their advice is recognised to be a matter of importance. The 
statement of the Report at page 41 is to the effect that : 

“ apart from any consideration which might influence ourselves, the Army Council 
must hare the right, lo deckle what standard of training and qualifications is to be 
regarded as adequate in the case of an army officer who is to hold the King’s com¬ 
mission. ’ ’ 

'Don’t let ns be in a hnrry in arriving at a decision on this Report. 
It will be noted that the original Resolution and the amendment before 
the House at the present moment both include the word “ immediate ”. 
In the Resolution we are to take “ immediate steps ”, and in the amend¬ 
ment to give “ immediate effect ” to the recommendations.) I say that 
both those words are unfortunate and this House is certainly not in a 
position to adopt any Resolution which includes the word “ immediate 

One of the great problems which has got to be solved is the question 
of the improvement in the supply of the British officers. We have already 
been told that ■ there is a shortage- under ordinary conditions to-day. If 
the remoulding of this Army is going to make the problem more difficult, 
then, in the very words of the Report, the scheme will break down. There¬ 
fore, one of the first difficulties that has to he got over is that the scheme 
should be such that it will be more acceptable to the British officer than the 
present scheme is likely to be. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : That is your 
main point. 

Mr. H. G. Cocke : It is not merely or mainly a question of the terms 
upon which these officers' are induced to come out to this country, but 
I venture to think it is mainly a question of getting at the heart of the 
Britisher whom we want to attract. In other words, if the scheme is well 
laid on a sound foundation, it is likely that you will get men to come out 
because they will realise that they are helping to create efficiency in the 
Army. If from the first it is considered that the matter is being tackled 
on wrong lines, you will be much less likely to get the required number 
and stamp of the British officers. 
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I have already dealt with the question of the training of Indian officers. 
We all realise that they have got to be trained. It is only a question of 
the best method. A military college will undoubtedly have'to be formed 
and we on this side will be only too glad to welcome that step. 

Sir, we do not consider that the time has arrived for going into 
detailed proposals. If the scheme propounded by the Skeen Committee 
were adopted by this House in its entirety to-day I think it will be a mis¬ 
fortune. I notice that Mr. Roy said on the previous occasion that it would 
be an economic, social and political misfortune if the scheme were not 
adopted. I should like to quote his exact words. He said that : 

* ‘ if the entire recommendations) of the Skeen Report were not accepted, it will mar 
political, economic and social progress.’' 

I have a better opinion of India than that. 'When he says that, if the 
Report is not adopted entirely, it will mar the progress of India, I do not. 
nt the moment believe him. 

As regards the domiciled community of India, we realise that there 
is excellent material in this country and we sincei’ely hope that that will 
be made use of. There are many schools in this country which turn out a 
very good class of boy who will be very useful in the future moulding of the 
Indian Army. 

The scheme outlined in the Skeen Report is full of safeguards, and if 
we adopt this Report without any change whatever, it is liable to break 
down. His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief read out an extract from 
the Report on the previous occasion pointing out that this scheme or 'any 
scheme would depend on the requisite material being forthcoming and on 
the state of efficiency to be obtained. Another quotation is this : 

“ Our main scheme will ultimately stand or fall by the quality of the material 
which it succeeds in producing and which has yet to be produced in the numbers 
constituting the basis of our primary proposals.” 

And again, on the subject of education, which, as we all know, hits 
the very root of the problem, the Report says : 

“ We would make it a condition that Indian boys seeking to enter Woolwich or 
Cranwcll should be required to pass the same qualifying tests as British boys.” 

That recognises at once the very high standard of education which 
lias got to be attained and which cannot be attained to-day. I therefore 
suggest to the House that neither the present Resolution nor the amend¬ 
ment should be pressed, and that the matter can he discussed again on a 
Inter date when wc have more information before us and when we should 
be in a better position to argue and discuss most of the foundations of the 
structure we arc all anxious to build. 

Lieutenant Sardar Muhammad Nawaz Khan (Punjab : Land 
holders) : Sir. with your permission, I rise tc move the amendment which 
stands in my name. 

Mr. President : Order, order. The amendment which now holds the 
fwld is the amendment of Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar. If that amendment is 
defeated—the Honourable Member must make every endeavour to defeat 
it if he wants to move bis own—then he will have an opportunity of mov¬ 
ing b:s amendment. Tv hat tlie- Chair proposes to do is to allow discussion 
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■ on the original Resolution and the amendment of ,Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar to 
proceed, and then put Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar’s amendment to the vote, 
and if-that is defeated, to take up.,the next amendment. 

Munshi Iswar Saran (Lucknow Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : 
Sir, I wish, to assure the House that I' listened with such attention and 
respect to the speech of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief as is 
due to his exalted position, and since its publication in the Official Report, 
I have read and re-read it with very great care, but I am constrained to 
say with all respect that the speech is utterly disappointing and un¬ 
satisfactory. The speech of His Excellency can be divided into two parts ; 
in the first part His Excellency has asked the House to wait for the result 
of the.communication that is in progress between the Government of India, 
on the one hand and the authorities in England on the other, and in the 
other part His Excellency allowed us to have a peep into the mind of the 
Government of India when His Excellency dealt with the question of 
efficiency and our defective system of education, and so on. With your 
permission, Sir, I shall deal first with the first part of His Excellency’s 
speech. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member has 15 minutes only. 

Munshi Iswar Saran I shall do it in less time, Sir. Now, it would 
appear to a man who is not familiar with the proceedings of this House, 
and with the history of India that this question about the Indianisation of 
the Army was brought up before the Government of India and the autho¬ 
rities in England for the first time, and, therefore, they did not know what 
conclusion to come to as they had not time enough to study the question 
in all its various aspects. But, Sir, is that so ? I submit that if you look 
to the past history of this question and if you keep in mind the agitation 
that has been going on in the public press and on the public platform, 
you will find that this question has been prominently before the Govern¬ 
ment of India and the authorities in England at least for 30 to 40 years. 
In view of the reminder which you, Sir, were pleased to give I shall be very 
brief and give one or two facts only. It will be remembered that on the 
28th March 1921, while the debate on the Report of the Esher Committee 
was in progress in this House, I had the honour to move an amendment 
which ran as follows •- 

» “As soon as funds be available, steps should be taken to establish in India a 

Military College, such as Sandhurst, and the desirability of establishing in India 
training and educational institutions for othoT branches of the Army should be steadily 
kept in view. ’ ’ 

You will notice, Sir, that His Excellency, the then Commander-in-Chief, 
accepted this amendment after it had been incorporated in the Resolution 
itself. Then, Sir, yon will find that on the 24th January 1923, that Sir. 
Yamin Khan moved a Resolution on this question. It was then that His 
Excellency Lord Rawlinson said : 

“ The Government are well aware that Members of the Legislature, and indeed and 
even wider circle of political opinion in India, are deeply interested in this very im¬ 
portant problem. I can assure you that the Government have taken, and are taking, 
an equally keen interest in the matter. 

His Excellency hoped that lie would be able to make an announcement 
soon after the decision of the authorities in England had been arrived 
at. We then find that on the 4th July 1923 Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer moved 
a Resolution in the Legislative Assembly that effect be given to certain 
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Resolutions which had been passed by c fliis House in connection with 
the Report of the Esher Committee. On the 19tli February 1925, 
Hr. Yenkatapati Raju moved a Resolution and it was -then that the 
Home Member moved an amendment which incorporated a suggestion 
that a Committee should be appointed to go into this question and, 
submit its report. I am inclined to think: that the Indian Sandhurst 
Committee was the result of the amendment moved by the Honourable 
the then Home Member. Again, you will find that in 1921, a Com¬ 
mittee called the Military Requirements Committee presided over by His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Ckief and consisting entirely as far as 
I recollect of official representatives was formed. (An Honourable 
Member : “ Not entirely ”.) My Honourable friend, says not , entirely- 
That is my recollection and therefore I said as. far as I recollect. I 
remember that the then Law Member, the then Finance. Member and my 
Honourable friend, Sir Denys Bray were members. From 1921 to 1927 
this report of the Military Requirements Committee is engaging the 
attention of the authorities. It was early in 1922 that I put,a question 
and the answer given was that the Report of that Committee was 
receiving the attention of Government. In 1923, again, in answer to a 
question the Government said that they had not received the views of 
the authorities in England; Now, Sir,' I submit that this question has 
been before the Government in India and before the authorities in 
England at least, since 1921, and now to say, “ Please wait till we have 
considered this question in all its bearings, please wait for the decision 
of the authorities in England ”, is putting too much strain on our 
credulity. 


What do we find ? The Report of the Sandhurst Committee was 
issued In 1926, and wcllnigh one year has elapsed,. and what, have the 
Government done ? (An Honourable Member : “ Nothing ”.) Govern¬ 
ment, have not sent up their final proposals. - What the Government have 
done according to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief is that the?' 
have submitted only provisional recommendations to the authorities in 
England, and we were told by His Excellency that after.the views of tin’s 
liottse are known, a full despatch will be sent to the authorities in 
England. Why, Sir, this differential treatment between the Report of 
the Indian Sandhurst Committee and the Report of the Lee Commission ? 
I\e find that within six months of the issue of the Report of the Lee 
Commission, the then Home Member brought forward a resolution in 
the Legislative Assembly incorporating the recommendations which he 
expected this House to accept. Why, may I ask—with all respect,— 
why did not the Government of India wait and say, “ Oh. let us know 
• he views pi the Legislative Assembly about the recommendations of the 
Leo Commission ”. No. Instead of doing that, they formulated tlieir 
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non-official Members of this House to bring forward a motion on this 
■ question. 

There is one thing in this connection which I shall beg the House 
to remember. When Sir Alexander Muddiman, the then Home Member, 
brought forward his Resolution in connection with the Report of the 
Lee Commission, he laid stress on two points, one was the personnel of 
the Commission, and the other was the unanimous character of the 
Report and also that the conclusions of the Commission were conclu¬ 
sions arrived at after a compromise. I claim, and I am sure no one will 
be able to contradict me, that the Report of the Indian Sandhurst Com¬ 
mittee has the same virtue as was stated to be possessed by the report 
of the Lee Commission. Here is a Report which is unanimous—officials 
and non-officials, military men and public men, they are all unanimous, 
and in the words of Sir Alexander Muddiman, it has got the great virtue 
of being the product of a compromise. Why not accord to it then, the 
same treatment as you have accorded to the recommendations of the 
Lee Commission ? 

Mr. B. Das : Because it concerns Indians only. 

Munshi Iswar Saran : Now, Sir, I submit that the Government for 
reasons best known to themselves are not prepared at this moment to tell 
us on the floor of this House what they wish to do in connection with this 
Report. If they wish to do so, there is nothing to prevent their doing 
it. Don’t we know that in 1914 there was a conference appointed by the 
South African Government in order to go into the troubles in Natal and 
the report of that Conference was placed on the table of the House in 
South Africa. It was here that Lord Hardinge in 1914 got up and ex¬ 
pressed his own views about the report that had been submitted in South 
Africa only that very day. I submit, Six*, if you want to express your 
opinion about the Sandhurst Committee, you can do so. There is nothing 
to prevent you from letting us know what conclusions you have arrived at 
or what recommendations you have made to the authorities in England. 
Sir, in this connection one should very much like to know the attitude 
adopted towards this question by the distinguished Indian gentlemen 
who are in the cabinet of the Government of India. Sir, I submit, that 
in view of all these and other circumstances the conclusion is irresistible 
that the Government of India, is not so keen about the recommendations 
of the Skeen Committee as it was keen about the recommendations of the 
Lee Commission, and I hope the House will foregive my saying that there' 
is a great deal of force in what people generally say. Some have the 
courage to say it publicly, others say it privately—that the Government 
will not move unless it is forced by circumstances to move. You may 
resent the statement, but I am saying it publicly, and there are thousand's 
and thousands of people who say the same thiug, that Government will 
not move unless there is something to force it. I say. Sir, we are feeble, 
we are weak, we are helpless. There is no doubt about it, but I do resent 
our being treated like children. Treat us as people who are disunited 
but do not treat us as children. I say to Government—Play the game. 
If that is your intention, tell us plainly that you are going to throw 
this Sandhurst Report on the rubbish heap and that you will have nothing 
to do with it. We shall then know where we stand. Or say that you 
will give effect to such and such part and not to others. Please tell’ us 
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where we stand. This negotiation and this correspondence will go on, 
as it has been indeed going on for some considerable time. Did-you not 
think of all this when yon appointed the Committee ? 

As soon as the Report of the Indian Sandhurst Committee was 
published, a foreword Avas attached to it. My Honourable friend Mr. 
Jinnali and other busy men, (?) are Ave to understand, have been engaged 
in preparing the report Avhich will supply material to GoA'ernmeut to 
enable them to explore other avenues Avhich Avere not Avitliin the pur¬ 
view of the Committee. The Sub-Committee consisting of busy men 
visited Canada, Prance and other places, and made their recommendations, 
k ou haA’e the result of their labours and I say to Government, come 
to a conclusion. It does not matter Avhat your conclusion .is. I only' 
beseech you not to continue to say that this matter is still engaging atten¬ 
tion. Surely Government can come to a conclusion if only they care to. 

There are two points AA’hieli I shall with your permission make clear. 
It^ has been said by my Honourable friend the Mover that in- a time of 
trial or difficulty it is possible the British GoA r ernment may not be able 
to help India, in her defence. I AVould not base my claim for ludianisa- 
tion on that ground. I shall assume that England will ever be willing 
mid Avill ever be able to defend India. I shall further assume that 
England will not charge us a single penny, that she will defend us out of 
pin e love and out of sheer generosity. In , spite of these‘assumptions, 

I still say that it hurts our national self-respect, not to be able to defend 
our country and for our defence to depend upon foreigners. Sir, self- 
government may come, self-government may. not come, but we desire ,to 
have the .[tower and the capacity to defend our hearths and homes and to 
defend the honour of our Avornen. Before I proceed further I shall say 
one other word and it is this, that there is a great deal .of confusion of 
thought—-I shall not use a stronger expression—about the capacity to 
etend being a condition precedent to the acquisition of self-government, 
submit that this capacity is not and has not been a condition precedent 
*^ 0U . l°°k the history of the self-governing Dominions 
you wi find that m no case Avas the capacity to defend itself a condition 
«Jiwi ? rant of self-government. If you refer' to the book 

«q e + . The Empu-e at War ” by Sir Charles Lucas, in Volume I, page 
by, this is Avhat you find : ■ 

-W "i860 w! 8 Ji D1 i? ed t, f at at tlle time of the mid-century wars, between 1850 
limited to eifA of mnr, 16 9 oIom< :? vere concerned, Imperial partnership was mainly, • 
defence in the event nf tl ° r roli ef, ° r at most, to elementary preparations for self-, 
more than sixtv ve, r , V l? m0yal of «>e Imperial garrisons. In other words, a little 
India, so far from t,.-,',® 0 ’ tllG 0VGrsea J provinces of the Empire, with the exception of 
shores me not ~/- epared tG fi ? ht the battles of the Empire beyond their own 
still looked unon +li 0 eC i 1U £ul I effective sense to defend those shores. Defence was 
■ l, P° n ns th e charge of the Mother Country. ” 

Ewelmicv 3 ! 1 n ? W tl ! rn to tlie seconc l P art of the speech in which His 
there is no tboo p fl eascc ! *o re ^ er to the question of efficiency. Now, Sir. 
to the fpcfi'm otherwise I should luTve inA r ited the attention of this House 
ancients b n notas .™y Honourable friend Mr. Cocke said by 

Lord Rawlins on. He^i™^ 0 * 1 * 168 ' 1 Slia11 qU ° te ° nly a few words from 

which is I tWnk a univeKallv a ackvowf d i ltl0 i nal T^ eP m a v i0n for efSeienoy and reliability 

. < knowledged. It will be unnecessary for me to dilate'on. 
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tlieir eikles/v ours, tlieir self-sacrifice, for IT. oil on millc Memljers oil know the great 
achievements of the Indian Army before the great war, during the great war and since 
the great war, both in India and overseas.” ' ■ 

Sir, it passes my poor intelligence and compreliension how the question 
ot efficiency arises. When did you give our men a chance of working 
as officers and when did they fail ? Did they ever fail ? If not, then I 
submit the onus lies heavily on you to prove that if you give a chance 
to our young men to work as officers in .the Army they will not prove 
as efficient as anybody under the sun. 

Turn we now to the question of education in this country. I do not 
suppose the framers of this Indian Sandhurst Committee Report ever 
thought what use would he made of their harmless remarks on the 
question of education. If you look at the history of education in this 
country. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member must now conclude his 
remarks. 

Mushi Iswar Saran : Now I must conclude. I wish I had the oppor¬ 
tunity to say a few words about the provocative speech of Colonel 
Crawford. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member, should have done it in the 
1 p.m. ■ beginning. Will he now conclude his speech ? 

Munshi Iswar Saran': Very well. Sir, I shall then resume my seat. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum (North-West Frontier Pro¬ 
vince :(Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, I am glad to have been given this 
opportunity of speaking on, his subject in which I am greatly interest¬ 
ed—perhaps not so' much as my friend, Dr. Moonje is interested ; but I 
can say that I am interested in the subject a good deal. -Sir, I admire 
the way in which he has put the subject before the House. He has gone 
very thoroughly ■ into it, and I think he well deserved the appellation 
of “ Colonel ” hinted at in this House the other day. Sir, there were 
certain matters in his speech which are really fundamental and which 
ought to be more clearly brought before the House, and though I do 
not command a knowdedge of the English language to such an extent as 
to do full justice to the subject,, still I shall try to explain my views, 
Sir. Before proceeding to the points on which I should like to speak 
at some length later on as regards India, Indianisation, national spirit 
and such things. I think,the House will be expecting from me something 
on the Skeen Committee’s Report itself, of which I was one of the signa- 
'tories. I thought, Sir, that we had 'compiled a very short and sw T eet 
• report, and we hoped that the Report would meet with the approval and 
satisfaction of both the Government and the public ; hut when I returned 
from Bombay after having signed the Report, the first question which 
was put to me in my part of the country tvas, what we had done for the 
martial races ! I tried to, utter a few smooth words, but I was afraid 
that when the Report was published, it would give no satisfaction to the 
martial races in the north—and so it happened. I now see that depu¬ 
tations are waiting on His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and are 
parading the lobbies of this House, and I am sure more so the lobbies of 
the Council of State, which has some leaders of the martial races, asking 
the Members of both the Houses to safeguard their interests, and I do 
not know what can he done for them now. As regards the Report itself. 
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Sir, I think it is a very simple measure. All that we want for the pre¬ 
sent is simply to double the vacancies now open to Indians in the Army. 
There is a provision for an Indian Sandhurst later on in 1933. We 
have also suggested that half the number of officers should be Indians in 
1952. Beyond that we could suggest or recommend nothing. We could 
not say as to when it would be possible to eliminate-the British element 
from the Army. We also provided for a revision of the whole scheme 
after ten years. We thought that with so many safeguards the Report 
Avould be acceptable to Government, and I do hope that it is hot un¬ 
acceptable to Government. The only thing that occurs to me is that, 
having regard to the Imperial nature of the question or something, con¬ 
nected with the Imperial policy of the defence of the Empire, it is being 
gone „ through more carefully and more cautiously. I think it is, well 
that this scheme is brought before the House and is being discussed 
and debated. The opinion of the House will go bef.ore the authorities 
at home and will give them an idea of what the country wants. I do 
not think that the Mover of the Resolution should press his Resolution 
to a division just now ; there is every hope of its being carried, but 
something which is just the reverse of it, has happened in the other 
House. I am sure we shall get another opportunity of discussing it in 
the Delhi Session and perhaps that will be the more appropriate time 
for us to come to a definite decision on this subject. But whether the 
Mover takes it to a division or not, does not concern me ; it is Ills own 
look-out. I should only like the Government of India to know the views 
of the House on this subject and that, too, in detail. 

Sir, when I was listening to the speech of the Mover of the Reso¬ 
lution I heard such expressions as “ India, Indian, national aspirations, 
martial spirit ” and things of that sort a good deal. I am really anxious' 
to know, not as a critic, but as a real inquirer, what “ India ” really 
means ? As at present constituted, it comprises the' countries of Burma, 
Baluchistan, British Afghanistan (in other words, the North-West’ 
Frontier Province); the tribal area, Chitral, etc., etc., and God knows 
how many more countries are to be conquered by the British and brought 
into the sphere of the Indian Empire. 

Does my Honourable friend Dr. Moonje really mean that he is going 
to arrange for the defence of these vast countries comprising the Indian 
Empire 1 Is he trying to make provision for the defence of all the 
Hindu Kush passes leading into this huge'’ continent of India. 
{An Honourable Member : “ Yes.”) Quite so. 'If that is the idea then 
bring all these countries xinder the lap of your reforms and civilzation. 
It is the biggest of all questions and requires more thought than what 
has so far been paid to it by the Honourable Members, who have spoken 
on the subject. I should like to know what similarity of ideas, races, 
thoughts, civilisations or customs there are which form the nationality 
of a country !! I am as much an Indian and wish to,be so, as anybody 
on that side of the House (Laughter). As a matter of fact when I was 
in America, I readily responded to the call of a Hindu ; when anybody 
asked me whether.I was not a Hindu, I said that I was a Hindu. 
(Ijaughter.) Every man going from India to‘ a foreign country is a 
Hindu,’but, when lie comes back to his own home, he gives up .that word 
and calls himself a "Bengali, a Burman or a Punjabi, and so on"! I do 
not mean that Aye should not Indianise the Indian Army. But what I 
should like is that we should first Indianise our’-minds. We should 
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change our thoughts, our minds, our ideas and various other things. 
We should first get over the various differences 'that exist in the 
country, not the climatic differences, but differences of nations of 
nationality and of languages and thoughts and various other things, 
not to -speak of communal differences ! It is rather dangerous to talk 
of communal differences nowadays, because we are now engaged in a 
conference where we are trying to remove those communal differences 
and we hope that we shall succeed soon. So, before I proceed further, 
I should like to have a definition of the words “ India ” and “ Indian 

Mr. President : Order, order. The question pf definition of 
“ India ” or “ Indians ” does not arise. The question before the House 
is that the recommendations of the Skeen Committee be accepted by the 
Government. (Laughter and Hear, hear.) 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : But, Sir, the recommendations 
of the Skeen Committee are based on the Indianisation of the Indian 
Army. I want to know the meaning of the words “ Indian ” and 
“ Indianisation ”. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member must put this question to 
himself. (Laughter.) He has put his signature to the Report. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : I have put this question 
in this manner to myself but I cannot make out a satisfactory reply. 
Perhaps my Honourable friends on the other side will deal with the 
question more thoroughly. Those of my Honourable friends who have 
studied the question more thoroughly and who have tried to master it 
will I believe, do better credit to this question. I must confess that with 
my poor abilities I have not been able to solve it or to come to any 
definite conclusion over it. 

Sir, I will not dilate on this subject any further, but will revert to 
the Report itself. The Report was signed in November last and we were 
then in a somewhat better position than we are now. We have not got 
a huge army with which we can afford to make experiments ! The 
Ar my that we have got is just enough to guard our frontiers and keep 
internal peace. That is all that we have got so far. We had two other 
means of keeping the peace within the country, one was by the influence 
of the leaders and the other was by means of the police force, but I 
am sorry to say that the influence of the leaders has of late deteriorated, 
so much so that they can hardly get out of the communal bias. 
As regards the police, I have not seen a single ease of riot enquiry. 
Sir, where the police have not come in for criticism, either from one or 
the other community. The confidence of the country is practically lost 
in the police and it is now of no great value to us. Now the only thing 
left is this well disciplined Indian Army, which has shown itself fire-proof 
against communal bias and influences. If the Army is also affected or 
tampered with, by the introduction of not very highly disciplined officers, 
I think we shall soon lose confidence in the Army also. At present, as 
I have said before, we want the Army only for the internal safety of the 
country ; because I am not one of those who are ever afraid of the 
foreign invasion bogey. I think India has not had a more stable or safe 
time than she at present has. It is because we have now got an inde^ 
pendent neutral country between us and the inimical Russia, to which my 
Honourable friend Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda has referred. That neutral 
country is not likely to allow, if it is in its power, the Russians to pass 
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through their country whether as friends or foes. It would be practi¬ 
cally ruining their own country if the Afghans were to allow the 
Russians, even as friends,, to pass through their country. Things were 
rather different when the Government' of India had. the responsibility 
of defending the so-called Indian borders on the Oxus. At that time 
we were responsible for the safety of the Afghans but now they are a 
free people and if able to look after themselves, they will not. be so 
foolish or unwise as to allow even a friend to pass through tjieir country. 
There is a proverb in Pushtu, my mother-tongue, which says that a 
laslikar of even friendlies is not to be allowed in one’s house, because 
if you allow them they will surely plunder your house. As to the 
Afghans themselves invading India they are unable to do so and their 
attempt in 1919 was, to my mind, mainly due to an invitation frorii certain 
Indians, chiefly non-Muslims, to help them in their troubles with Gov¬ 
ernment. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member has already taken twenty 
minutes. I hope he will now bring his remarks to a close. ' 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyuin.: Thank you. Sir. The speech 
of the Honourable the Mover has brought in so many delicate questions 
of nationality and nationalisation that I could not avoid the temptation 
of saying a few words on those, points. One of the .remarks—and this 
will be my last word—one of the remarks, which the Honourable the 
Mover made was that the British Government had not done much towards 
creating a national spirit in the country, as he would' like to have seen 
introduced in the country. I. should have thought that the British had 
done most of all. They have tried their best to introduce nationalism, 
unity and uniformity of laws and customs, into a country like India, 
which before their arrival was divided into small communities and 
principalities. The first step they took was to do away with the Sati 
and various other customs. But a foreign Government cannot go so 
rashly as Lenin in Russia and Kernel in Turkey and bring about very 
fast nationalisation. Have they not encouraged the Boys Scouts move¬ 
ment and allowed Sangatons and Tanzims'tb prosper ? r But they are 
naturally anxious not to disturb the feeling of any section of the com¬ 
munity—not even by Dr. Gour’s' Bills. Dr. Gour has been introducing 
many social Bills but even there the Government have been always anxious 
not to hurt the feelings of any community. The whole, lot of Honourable 
Members on the other side are the products of the nationalisation and 
national spirit of the present. regime ; and we can boast of. men like 
Mr. Jinnah whose whole community cannot divert him an inch from his 
national ideals, however strong may be the efforts of those who try to 
persuade him the other way. Similarly, I have got great admiration 
for Mr. Jayakar, who is ready to send all religious cranks to the lunatic 
asylum, since they are an impediment to the progress of the country: 
Hot to speak of Honourable Members over there who, I am afraid, are 
a little too far advanced, even beyond nationalism and will go preci¬ 
pitously down-liill ! * ■ 

To come to a conclusion, .Sir, I think a good deal has been done 
by the British Government in making up a nation of all the races of 
India, bringing them into one-line of action. ( Cries of ‘ ho ’) but I am 
sorry to see that the goal before them, they think, has to be reached 
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through. European clothes and European education. If this is going to' 
be the way by which they are to reach the goal, they must wait patiently 
for centuries before all these various kinds of dresses are changed into 
one uniform suit and before the thirty crores of people adopt one uniform 
language. That surely will bring about a nation, but if they can settle 
upon one language and upon one dress for the whole country all at once, 
things will go on much faster. 

Sir, as I have said, the Army should be the last thing to be meddled 
with. Go on faster with Indianisation in other departments but not in 
the Army itself. You have got another scheme before you—the Terri¬ 
torial Forces scheme or the Auxiliary Forces scheme ; go on with those 
schemes province by province ; raise the tone of those Forces and make 
them a second line of defence and you will have learnt the art of soldier¬ 
ing and the art of defending the land. But this little army is too 
precious to be played with. Do not weaken it by bringing faster 
Indianisation into it. 

My final recommendation is this : send your youngsters across the 
seas, to heaven or hell wherever you wish, but keep them away from the 
present very dirty atmosphere in the country ; they should be free 
from your own present day sentiments, so that when the time comes 
the new Hindu element in the Army may prove itself as reliable*against 
its own coreligionists on the North-East Frontier, as the Muslim element 
has invariably proved itself on the North-West Frontiers of India and 
elsewhere. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. i 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President in th'e Chair. 


Mr. Rajivaranjan Prasad Sinha (Patna cum Shahabad : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I am grateful to you—I am very grateful indeed— 
for allowing me, a new Member, an opportunity of taking part in this 
very important debate. Before I proceed further, I should like to con¬ 
gratulate the Indian Sandhurst Committee on the valuable Report which 
they have produced. I congratulate them, Sir, not merely because the 
Report is flattering to Indian self-respect, but because the Report vindi¬ 
cates that self-respect. It vindicates Indian public opinion which has 
always held that if Indians have been debarred from taking up the 
defence of their country it is not because of any. inherent inferiority which 
attaches to them, hut because of the policy of distrust and deliberate 
exclusion of Indians from the higher ranks of the Army which the British 
Government have pursued in the past, and which they are pursuing even 
to-day, in howsoever modified a form. Sir, the Committee rightly observe 
that there is no lack of good potential material for the army in this 
country, and if the Government have not succeeded in reaching it or in 
utilising it, it is because of the defects in the method of selection, lack 
of publicity and suitable propaganda, and also because of the defects in 
the educational system of India which—the Committee might have added 
with truth—the Government have shown no active desire to remedy or 
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rectify. And why ? Because the Government have deliberately followed 
the policy of exclusion of Indians from the higher ranks of the army of 
their country. ' . 

Sir, when the War broke out and Government- found themselves in a 
difficulty, tlfey created ten vacancies for Indians at Sandhurst. Mind 
you, Sir, they did not do it at the beginning of the War, in 1914 or 1915. 
That would have been too premature. They took full four years to. do 
even that. When the difficulties of the War increased and they were 
faced with a critical situation, they hastily set up a number of. military 
•colleges in India and reserved ten seats for Indians at Sandhurst. When 
the 'war was over, the military colleges disappeared, but the ten' seats 
reserved for Indians remained and they remain to this day. Six’, the 
ten vacancies are still there, and there has not been a single addition 
to that palti-y number during the nine years which have elapsed. Govern¬ 
ment think, Sir, that they have made a great concession to the people of 
India in reserving these ten seats for them. They gravely complain 
that the people of this country have not shown a proper feeling, of en¬ 
thusiasm over this great concession, that young- men have not come 
rushing from all parts of the country to compete for these ten prizes: -I 
am afi-aid, Sir, there is something seriously wrong, with . the-.mentality, 
of the Government. They betray the same mentality when tliej 7 set up 
the sham of a responsible Government and call upon Indians to declai-e 
that it is real and not sham. Sir, some of us are hypnotised into, believing 
that it is the real thing, while others stoutl 3 T refuse to take the shadow 
for the substance and Government, Sir, are surprised. They are surprised 
■at our lack of enthusiasm for the sham commodity and insist that unless 
we took tthat for the real thing they would not give us the real thing. 
Sir, Government may have succeeded in effacing their sense of humour or, 
at any rate, in subordinating it by some miraculous process to their im¬ 
perialistic instincts, but they should not be surpi-ised if they find that 
Indians have still got some sense of humour in them. Therefore, Six - , I 
am glad that the Committee have come to .the light conclusion that the 
real x-eason why Indians have not exactly enthused over these ten seats 
at Sandhurst lies in the extremely limited and nari*ow scope of the scheme 
for Indiamisation which has been put into operation. ’ Sir, the Committee 
proceed to make eex-tain definite recommendations for remedying this 
state of affairs. . They recommend that ten vacancies should be further 
i*eserved for Indians at Sandhurst making a total of 20 vacancies available 
for Indians and they recommend that this number should be progressively 
increased till by 1952 half the total cadre of officers for the Indian 
Aimy are Indians. • They further reconxmend that an Indian Military 
College should be established, in India in 1933, and they make other 
.subsidiaiy l’ecommendations. Now, Sii*, thei-e may be differences of 
opinion in regard to the details of the scheme, hut I think I am not wrong 
in saving that Indians of all shades of opinion are agreed that the main 
recommendations of the' Committee should be accepted .arid duly cai-i’ied 
out. Sir, I am aware that there are many amongst iis who feel that the 
pace of Indianisation recommended in the Report is too slow—-I myself 
eel that the pace is exceedingly slow—but we bope, Sir—it may be. a 
Xu, 7 ' dut nevertheless we are hoping-—that by the time.the whole 

me comes up for review in 1928, circximstances—which we cannot 
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foresee at present—may have shaped themselves in such a manner that 
Government may be willing, nay, even eager, to accelerate the pace of 
Indianisation. That is our hope, Sir, and inspired with this hope we 
are prepared to accept the recommendations of the Sandhurst Committee. 
And there is a further reason also. We do not wish to give Government 
the excuse for saying that the unanimous recommendations of the Indian 
Sandhurst Committee have not been acceptable to the Indian people 
themselves. This, then, is our position with regard to the main recom¬ 
mendations of the Committee. I do not wish to deal with the subsidiary" 
recommendations. Honourable Members who have given notice of certain 
amendments will deal with them and I dare say more comprehensively than 
I can. 

Now, let us see, Sir, what the Government have got to tell us in regard 
to the main recommendations of the Indian Sandhurst Committee. They 
have already attached a foreword to the Report, an ominous foreword 
which, if anything, is meant to damn the Report in anticipation. They 
tell us that the problems of recruitment and training of King’s commis¬ 
sioned officers arte essentially an Imperial concern and any proposals 
reacting on them must be closely scrutinised by His Majesty’s Government 
and their Military advisers. The Noble Lord, our brilliant Secretary of 
State, further tells us that the whole scheme must be examined by a 
Committee for Imperial defence. Sir, Government, when they tell us 
these things, expect us, I fancy, to be impressed—to be properly im¬ 
pressed—bj r these weighty observations. But, Sir, we fail to get im¬ 
pressed—we may be stupid—but we cannot feel impressed by such 
pronouncements. And for this reason, the Indian Sandhurst- Com¬ 
mittee have made no revolutionary proposals. They do not seek to upset 
the existing organisation of the Army. They do not propose to reduce a 
single unit of the Army or for the matter of that, a single commissioned 
officer or non-commissioned officer. The strength of the Army remains 
untouched ; the number of commissioned and other officers remains the 
same ; the number and strength of' the troops remain the same as at 
present. All that they propose is that a certain number of duly trained 
and duly commissioned Indian officers should take the places of European 
officers, and the number of such Indian officers should be progressively 
increased till a certain proportion is reached. Now, I take it, Sir, that 
a commissioned officer is a commissioned officer, whatever be the pigment 
of his skin. It is not proposed to put in untrained Indians. It is not 
proposed to make a certain number of commissions available to the 
Members of the Indian Legislature who are unfortunately fit only for 
politics and for nothing else. The proposals of the Committee simply 
mean that Government should allow a certain number of Indians to 
receive military training to qualify themselves for service in the Army 
of their country. They mean that the Government shall not keep the 
door shut in their faces, that they shall open it—not very wide but just 
a little bit wide—and allow Indians to enter and receive military train¬ 
ing—to submit themselves to whatever rigorous tests of training Gov¬ 
ernment might be pleased to impose, keeping the standard of efficiency 
as high as they please—not lowering it by an inch, by an iota—and when 
the Indians have been so trained, when they have successfully passed all 
the tests of efficiency, then they should be commissioned and allowed to 
serve in the Army of their country. That, Sir, is the proposal of the 
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Indian Sandhurst Committee in a nutshell and yet, Sir, we are treated to 
all this talk about Imperial defence, to the necessity of gauging the exact 
extent of the reaction, the repercussion; which these revolutionary pro-- 
posals a.re likely to have on problems of Imperial defence. Sir, Indians 
are not lacking in ordinary intelligence and can‘see through this maze 
of empty and high-sounding words the real hitch, the real difficulty which 
is troubling the Government here as well as in England. The real difficulty 
is that Government are unable to make up their minds to allow Indians 
to qualify themselves in increasing numbers for the higher military 
service of their country. They are unable to shake off their distrust and 
prejudice so as to allow limited a very limited, number of Indians to 
qualify themselves for military service and serve in the higher ranks of 
the Ar my of their country. Sir, this is the real hitch and no .other. 
And yet. Six*, and yet, the British people aspire to remain an Imperial 
power, to maintain their supremacy over numerous races and eommuni- 
ties inhabiting this vast Empire. Let me tell them, Sir. that racial 
prejudice and Imperial ambition cannot go hand in hand—cannot subsist 
together. Sooner or later, they will have to give up this prejudice or 
Nemesis will surely overtake them. Sir, they have simply got to make up 
their minds and not go on eternally fencing with words which deceive 
nobody. I hope that they will make up their minds without undue delay 
and accept the recommendations of the Committee. Let them accept the 
inevitable with a good grace, but if they do not do that, I know what the 
verdict of history null be. The inexorable verdict of history will be 
that the great British nation, in a moment of stress and difficulty, pro¬ 
mised India to set her on the road to responsible government, but when 
they had emerged from the crisis, they faltered and wavered ; they had 
not the courage to carry out all the implications of the policy which they 
had announced with a flourish of trumpets. Sir, this will he the verdict, 
because after all, Sir, it is really a question of moral courage. It does 
/>ot require much courage to subdue a nation, to disarm and emasculaty 
and reduce a great nation to a helpless condition But it requii’es far 
greater courage—at any rate, it requires courage of a very high order— 
voluntarily and willingly to remove the shackles, the disabilities which 
you have imposed upon that nation . t I hope, I fervently hope, that the 
British nation, the great British nation, will not be found lacking in this 
high moral courage. Sir, I support the amendment moved by my 
Honourable and esteemed friend,- Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar. (Cheers.) 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah (Bombay City : Muhammadan Urban) : I really 
do not know how I should start to deal with, this question. But to begin 
with, I congratulate His Excellency' the Commander-in-Chief ; at the same 
time, I sympathise with him and I share his regret. Sir, I congratulate ‘ 
him for the statement which he made in r his speech, and I am-very glad 
that he made the position clear, with regard to one matter at least: That 
statement was this : ' , , ... ,, 

They are prepared to face those issues, and they are prepared to'give information 
regarding their policy after having due time for consideration. ’ ’ 

In other words. His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief made it clear that 
ie question of the appointment of the .Statutory Commission had nothing 
ever ~? do with the consideration of the Report of the Sandhurst Com- 
ee. i he Government of -India are, therefore, prepared to face the 
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Report and deal with it. Well, Sir, I congratulate him ;to ■ that vlextent 
it is a matter of some satisfaction. But may I ask His Excellency tliat he 
will do his utmost and not swerve from the statement which.he has made 
on the floor of this House, and that he will pursue the matter vigorously 
and earnestly and leave no avenue unexplored until he has got the decision 
on the Report of the Sandhurst Committee ? Sir, I sympathise with him 
and I share his regret, because he himself says in his speech as follows : 

“ I had hoped that to-day I might have been able to give this House some in¬ 
formation as regards the policy of the Government in this matter. It is to me a 
matter of great regret that I am unable to do so. ’ ’ 

And we all know, and he made it very clear at the end of his speech, why 
he is unable to do so. He said : 

“ The Home Government,' as I have already said, have not yet had time to formu¬ 
late their opinions, and surely it ivill be best if they are not. asked to do so in hostile 
atmosphere. ’ ’ 

Then he proceeded to say that he would certainly welcome the opinion of 
the Members of this House. He concluded as follows : 

“ I trust that this Resolution may not be pressed. If pressed, the Government 
of India will have no other recourse than that of opposing it for the reasons I have 
given. But I am rather hoping that the present event may be regarded more as an 
opportunity for Members to state their opinions than as an attack upon Govern¬ 
ment. ’ 5 

I am glad that he recognises that the Members of this House should express 
their opinions. At the same time he asks us not to put this Resolution 
to the vote. May I appeal to His Excellency to consider bow any House, 
any organisation, and particularly the Legislature, is to express its opinion 
except by votes recorded on a division ? Therefore I cannot understand 
why the Commander-in-Chief ’ says that we should not press this motion 
to a division. Six’, the opinion of this House can only be ascei-tained 
collectively by recording votes. I will therefore urge upon the House 
that it should take a division on this question and let us express our opinion 
whether we are in favour of Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar’s amendment or not. 

Having said so much, I come to my next point and it is this. The 
Government position is a non possumus one. They say * “ We have not come 
to any decision and we can therefore say nothing ”. Therefore as one of 
the signatories of this Report, what can I say ? I can only say to the 
House that in the absence of any ground or any reason which may he put 
’forward against this Report you must aceept this Report. What is the 
objection to this Report ? Tlie only objection I can see has come from 
Colonel Crawford. I was amazed at the speech lie made. Not only was 
I amazed but I wondered, when I was listening to him, whether he was really 
representing the better mind of the Europeans even in this country. Then 
came the speech of the leader of the European group. He came to 
his rescue and his pi'onouncement, I may say, has regained to a certain 
extent the shattered reputation of the European party in this House. The 
leader of the European group spoke not only his mind and that of his party 
but of liis people outside who belonged to his race or community or 
caste ; I don’t know which. It was somewhat halting, hesitating. It lacked 
spirit. It had no enthusiasm of any land and it merely said 7 C< Well, the 
Report is there. The Government have not come to any decision as to 
tlieir policy. Therefore Europeans in this country must cease thinking 
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until the Government have made up their minds He had no opinion to 
express. Sir, the Europeans express their opinions strongly, loudly and 
vociferously when their particular interests are concerned, but this is to 
them a matter of no consequence at all. The other criticism that came 
from any quarter at all was a suggestion, “ Don’t play with the Army ” - 
a fine phrase indeed which conveys many things. But may I ask whether 
the Government wishes to continue to play with the people of India 4 Now, 
Sir, the policy of the Government has been laid down as far back as 1918. 
The Government of India laid down the policy of admitting Indians to 
the King’s commissions in the Army in India and Indianisation of the 
officer ranks. The Army in India, as the House knows, is not an Indian 
army at all. They are His Majesty’s Forces stationed in India. . The policy 
was first initiated in 1918. ' That policy has never been repudiated, but 
on the contrary, over and over again, it has been affirmed in this House 
and even in Parliament by the Secretary of State. That policy was that 
you must Indianize the .officer ranks of the Army in India. And, Sir, 
as my friend Munshi Iswar Saran pointed out, the question was raised in 
the first Assembly in 1921 and again in 1923. Then, as he pointed out, 
Resolutions were accepted by the Government. One of the parts of one 
Resolution was with regard to the establishment of a Sandhurst. Since 
1924 I have had the honour of standing on the floor of this House and 
addressing the Government. I had pointed out in the very first year, in 
1924 to Lord Rawlinson, that giving ns 10 vacancies at Sandhurst is not 
playing with the Army but playing with the people of India. To say 
that 350 millions of people in this country cannot gh r e you 10 boj's who 
can be considered suitable and fit for King’s, commission is, I say, an insult 
to the intelligence of this House. What was the’ plea in reply put for¬ 
ward ? “ We cannot get suitable candidates ”. Well, how is that matter 

to be decided ? We pressed and we pressed,- and in 1925 this House passed 
a Resolution for the appointment of a Committee and it ivas after great 
pressure had been put upon the Government by' the non-official Members 
on this side that Sir Alexander Muddiman made a- declaration in March 1925 
that the Government would appoint a Committee. The policy was—and 
I do not want the House to forget it : —to accelerate the Indianization of the 
officer ranks of the Army in India. , Those were inter .alia- the terms of 
reference to the Committee. The next question was whether we sliould 
supplement the British Sandhurst or whether we should establish. a Sand¬ 
hurst in India. The Committee therefore proceeded to investigate. And' 
Avhat is the position now .? The,position is this. You have, got this, report 
consisting of 64, pages. And-may I ask the Commander-in-Chief what 
justification there is for him of the Government he represents, suppressing 
and not making available to this House and to the public the materials . 
collected by the Sub-Committee in England, in France, in America and .in 
Canada. May I ask him on what ground he can justify.it ? I may say 
on the floor of this House that,, barring the evidence of the Indian cadets, 
no witness claimed any .privilege. or stated that he would give his evidence 
m camera.. No such stipulation was made by anybody, either by official 
or other witnesses, nor ,by any of the .authorities concerned, and I cannot 
understand on what ground the Government can justify the suppression 
ot those valuable materials which were collected in those four countries. 

£ ot doing justice to this House to ask this House to deal only 
wim this Report without placing the materials before them on which it is 
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based. The findings in this Report are entirely based on the materials 
and the evidence "which were collected both in this country and in those 
four countries that I mentioned. Even the evidence recorded in this 
country of numerous witnesses that were examined is not placed before the 
Honourable Members. I am sure if the Commander-in-Chief would kindly 
read the evidence recorded—I mean the evidence of educational autho¬ 
rities—if he had read it he would not then have said as he did say that 
Mr. Das, the Law Member, was engaged in establishing a public school 
which would help us a great deal to solve the problem. I will read his 
words. The Commander-in-Chief said : 

"In this connection I "would like to refer to the efforts being made by one of 
my Colleagues, the Honourable Mr. Das. Mr. Das, as I think the House probably knows, 
is making the greatest efforts to establish in India a Teally fine publie school. I 
sincerely trust that his efforts will meet with the success they deserve. Ho is working 
wholeheartedly in the matter, and, should he succeed in his efforts, I honestly believe 
we should have overcome the first of the many very great difficulties in the prob¬ 
lem.” 

'Now, Sir, I do not want to be misunderstood. I wish my Honourable 
friend, Sir. Das, every success, and I do not want to be misunderstood. 
But, Sir, is this problem going to wait until Mr. Das establishes a public 
school, and then only it will be solved ? Is that the interpretation, is that 
the reading, of the voluminous evidence of the educational authorities 
and the Sandhurst Committee’s Report ? Surely, Sir, it is obvious : you 
have only got to see what the recommendations are. The recommendations 
are shortly these. At present you have got ten vacancies. The 
recommendations are that they should be doubled ; and mind you, even 
the Army Council is not opposed to it. They say “ 5 per cent, of the 
establishment ”, which mean's 20 per year. Now we want 20 suitable boys— 
we want only 20 suitable boys—in the year 1928 : and does the Com- 
mander-in-Cbief suggest, do the military authorities suggest, that you can¬ 
not get 20 boys in the year 1928, and’that you must wait until Mr. Das 
establishes his public school ? (Laughter.)' Then what is the revolu¬ 
tionary change that we suggest later on ? “ Increase it by four per 

year ” : and we get to 38—mind you—in 1933. In 1933 we only get as 
far as 38 vacancies. You mean to suggest that you cannot get 38 suitable 
boys in the whole of this Continent ? And must we wait for Mr. Das’s 
public school ? Sir, the Committee, remember, were considering the develop¬ 
ment of the educational system, the co-ordination of the educational system 
and the co-operation of the educational authorities and the. educational 
organizations, with what object and effect. ? A Sandhurst which will be 
established in India, because, when you establish a Sandhurst or a military 
academy in India, the Committee then were considering that this military 
academy of yours, when established in India, will meet with much greater 
success, and there will be a greater competition, and the finest material 
will come up for admission to this institution in India ; and it was in order 
to spur, in order to give the impetus to that object in view that the Com¬ 
mittee have made those recommendations. You can. by developing your 
educational system in this country on the lines laid down in their Report, 
produce the finest material that you can find anywhere in the world. It 
does not mean that we have not got. sufficient material now or that it 
would not be forthcoming. Therefore, Sir, Colonel Crawford and probably 
the Commander-in-Chief, have in mind the system of public schools. I 
know the conservative British mind, and I do not blame them if they 
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cannot get rid of it. from their heads, that the only method in this world 
by which you can get suitable boys for a military career is the public school 
system. Now let me tell the House, Sir, that there is no public school 
system either in America or in Canada or in France or in Germany or any 
other country that I know of. Now this,is.a matter which was very care¬ 
fully considered, and an enormous. amount of material was collected on 
this point, which of course neither the House nor the public has before 
them. ..... 

Now, Sir, this is one part which is made, much of and not ■ correctly 
represented. If you look at the scheme, what will happen at the most will 
be this : that in 1933 we .get.as far. as 38 vacancies. Later on, no doubt 
the n um ber goes on increasing, but even then the highest number, recom¬ 
mended as detailed in the Appendix, will not be more than 125 Indians 
after 25 years in 1952. 

Now, Sir, we come to the question of British recruitment. We are 
told by Colonel Crawford who seems to he a.great authority on .the subject— 
I do not know how lie gets all this information, probably he gathered this 
information at some club when he .was in London last—that the British 
.youth refuse to come out or will refuse to come out if the recommendations 
"are given effect to. Colonel Crawford, Sir, is the messenger of the British 
youth and he has brought this message to this House and to India that 
the British youth refuse to work either in co-operation with or .under 
Indian officers in the Indian army on their merits. Is-tkat a message of the 
British youths to India ? What does he mean by, saying that birds of the 
same feather flock together ? What did he mean by suggesting .that we 
should start a Dominion Army which .will be entirely Indian 1 What did 
he means by championing the 8-unit scheme?. With regard to this 8-unit 
scheme, if lie had read our report—unfortunately, of course, it is true 
that due to the Government’s wrong attitude he has not got all the material 
before him—, he would have found that it was not only the.Indian com¬ 
missioned officers who objected to .this 8-unit scheme, but every British 
officer commanding the regiments condemned it altogether., (Applause.) 
There was not a single witness who did not condemn it. When jve went 
to England, the War Office eyen could not give us any convincing reason 
why this 8-unit scheme was brought into force. Tt.was ; due to the decision 
arrived at by the British Cabinet and the Cabinet, I am informed, con¬ 
sults what is called the “ Imperial Defence Committee.” Now, Sir, we 
have fully dealt with the 8-unit scheme and our objections are to be found 
in the Report. But how was this 8-unit scheme exploited ? It is to be 
found in the kind of lectures,,a specimen of which we have annexed to this 
Report. Who gave this lecture ? It was given,by an officer. ..And who is 
this officer ? He is an officer in the India Office and he goes , to Sandhurst 
and tells the British youths that they will never have to serve under Indians 
and that.is why this 8-uhit scheme was started. It was a misrepresentation 
it was misleading ; it was poisoning the minds of. the,.British youth.. And 
Colonel Crawford is now the messenger who says that you cannot expect 
the British officers to .accept your .social conditions.',,. What does he mean 
■by social conditions ? What has the army officer got to do with social 
conditions ? . ' . .. 
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Colonel J. D. Crawford (Bengal : European) : Live in a mess and 

see. 

Mr. M. A. Jinn all : Live in a mess and drink ! (Laughter.) What 
. do you want him to do, to have a drink ? Well, he is quite capable of that. 

-Have you not got 44 Indian King’s commissioned officers in the Army to¬ 
day ? Even Sandhurst—do they not share mess life ? Sir, I again say ; 
read the evidence and I ask the Government to produce that evidence. 
Publish it. 

Why did you not publish it 1 If you read the evidence, you will 
find that there was not a single European officer to whom this question was 
.not put. Every European officer was asked whether he was getting on 
well with his colleagues the Indian commissioned officers. There was not 
a single European officer who said that he was not getting on well with 
his colleagues or with his subordinates. They had nothing to complain of. 
Then the Indian commissioned officers are on the most friendly terms 
with the British officers and get on very well, with them*. They have got 
the greatest affection and love for some of their colleagues. What is the 
good of saying, segregate the Indian officers from the British in the Army ? 
I am surprised that we should be told to-day on the floor of this House 
by no less a person than my Honourable friend that he has a brand new 
scheme which would solve this problem. I ask my Honourable friend 
Colonel Crawford where was he when the Sandhurst Committee was sitting 
in India for 8 months and recording the evidence and dews of various 
people ? Colonel Crawford was in India. Sometimes he was next 
door to the room in which the Committee sat. (Laughter.) Sometimes he 
even came into the room in which the committee was sitting. (Laughter.) 
Where was he then ? Why did he not come forward with his magnificent 
scheme which he has now put forward before the House ? 

Colonel J. D. Crawford : I addressed a letter to the Skeen Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah : Why did he not put forward the scheme that he 
brought before the House in his speech the other day ? 

Colonel J. D. Crawford : I was not allowed to do- so. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah : Who prevented the Honourable Member from 
doing, so ? Well, Sir, this is the spirit of some which really brings dis¬ 
credit to the Europeans in this country. (Applause and Hear, hear.) 
Well, Sir, you have a man of the position of Colonel Crawford, a Member 
of this House, connected with the Military, a man with very wide ex¬ 
perience, and yet he never came before the Sandhurst Committee, never 
cared to attend any of its meetings, but he now comes up here with his 
wonderful scheme. (Laughter.) What is his scheme ? I say that his 
scheme is absurd and impracticable. I know I shall be told that I am a 
lawyer and what do I understand about military matters ? I admit I am a 
lawyer. But, Sir, may I draw his attention to the paragraph in the Report 
which certainly bears the signature of one of the greatest soldiers in India, 
Sir Andrew Skeen. Certainly there were on that Committee two commis¬ 
sioned officers holding the rank of Major, and there were also two Viceroy's 
commissioned officers on that Committee. What do they say about this * 
-.They all agreed to the proposals made in the Report. Sly Honourable friend 
Colonel Crawford says : ‘ Why don’t you train up Indian officers ’. He 
says that by that means the Vicero 3 T ’s Commissioned officers can become 
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King’s co mm issioned officers. Wliat does my Honourable friend mean by 
that ? I have great admiration for the Viceroy’s commissioned officers ; 
they are brave men, they are heroic men, they have shown their mettle in 
many a battle front. I must not be misunderstood when I say that there 
are inherent difficulties in the way of Viceroy’s commissioned officers be¬ 
coming King’s commissioned officers. Generally, a man becomes a Viceroy \s 
commissioned officer at the age of 40 or 45. He generally has to rise from 
the rank of a sepoy who has no education,;. , 

Colonel J. D. Crawford : Sometimes. 

Mr. M. A. J inn ah : No, Sir. It is only now that we are making 
an effort to have them more or less educated to a certain extent, but it is 
merely elementary education with which they are equipped. Most of them 
can hardly read or write. We are making efforts just now to import men 
with some education. What is the Scheme of my Honourable friend Colonel 
Crawford ? To'prepare these men for King’s commissioned officers. Think 
of a man at the age of 45 being prepared for the King’s commission' ? Are 
we to send him to school ? By the time he gets out of the school and is 
able to get the King’s commission, he will be 50. By the time he becomes 
a Captain, he .would have come to the fag end of his service and would 
be made to retire from the ai*my. He will never have an opportunity of” 
becoming a Major or a Colonel, and certainly never a Lieutenant-Colonel 
which takes over 26 years of service. 

Colonel J. D. Crawford : My exact words are these : 

“ Instead of taking the men from the ranks at a very late age in life after 15, 
16 or 17 years' service, I think I would have taken them after about 4 years’ service.” 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah : My Honourable friend Colonel Crawford forgets 
how old a sepoy will he when he is recruited; ‘ He is perhaps assuming 
that he will be 16 or 18 years of age when he is recruited as a sepoy. Why 
should he assume that ? Even granting that he would he 18,- here is the 
absurdity which I would point out to my Honourable friend who claims 
to be the military authority. .Whom will you get ? A poor sepoy’s boy. 
No man is going to join as a sepoy on a paltry pay of Bs. 17 if he has any 
guts in him and better prospects. You will get a man who is the son of a 
poor man, .you will get a man who cannot find a paying occupation any¬ 
where else. How can you expect a boy of eighteen who , is a matriculate 
to join as a sepoy ? What kind of boy would yon get then 1 What educa¬ 
tion can you give that boy 1 Then this boy is to remain in the Army as a 
sepoy, according to Colonel Crawford. He enters the Ai’my at the age 
of 18. Then after 5 years you give him the Viceroy’s commission. Why ? 
What will he do with the Viceroy’s commission ? For 5 years he has to 
remain as a sepoy before he gets a Viceroy’s commission ; and what has he 
to do thereafter ? To prepare for his studies to qualify himself to obtain 
a King’s commission. It is the most fantastic, absurd and ridiculous 
scheme to be proposed by anybody. .... 

\ ■ 

And, Sir, what is more we have dealt with the Idea which is not new. 
ff yon t . urn to page 32, paragraph 28. We have shown in our Report 
nrn . est solicitude and the utmost consideration fox 1 the soldier class 
of c t> leiv s .°? s - "Ye have provided for them in various"ways. Sir, one 

e Provisions comes under the heading of Grant of Kirig’s Commissions 
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to Viceroy’s Commissioned Officers. This is -what we say: you have non¬ 
commissioned officers in England who are occasionally imported into the 
commissioned ranks for their exceptional merits. Similarly, we say that 
Viceroy’s commissioned officers should stand on the same footing as non¬ 
commissioned officers, and we recommend that Viceroy’s commissioned offi¬ 
cers should be given opportunities of qualifying for King’s commissions 
analogous to those afforded to non-commissioned officers in the British 
Army. We considered this to be feasible and have laid down how a certain 
class and a certain number, selected for the purpose, may be given that 
opportunity. And we say that we recognise that at the present time 
the number of officers holding Viceroy’s commissions who would satisfy 
the above conditions is small, the reason being that direct Viceroy’s commis¬ 
sions are now seldom, if ever, granted, and that the standard of education 
prevailing among the classes which enlist in the ranks of the Indian Army 
is, as a general rule, very low. 

Mr. President : T do not wish to interrupt the Honourable Member 
at all because I know this is his special subject and he is entitled to much 
greater latitude than others ; but if his desire is that the Resolution should 
be pressed to a division to-day, he must conclude within five minutes; other¬ 
wise the Resolution must go on to the next day. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah : I am much obliged, Sir. I have really practi¬ 
cally finished. I have dealt with education ; I have dealt with Colonel 
Crawford's scheme ; then I have dealt with British recruitment. These 
are the three matters with which the House is really concerned at present. 

Now, Sir, I will only say this. I have got two more points which I 
want to put to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. The first, Sir, 
is this. I ask the Commander-in-Chief what has he done with regard to 
the question of the official guardianship at Sandhurst ? Question No. 1. 
Question No. 2. I ask him what steps have the Government of India taken 
with regard to the question of admission of Indians to the Officers Training 
Corps at the universities? Sir, those are two matters which have nothing 
to do with high Imperial policy and they do not require, I take it, the 
consent or the approval of the Imperial Defence Committee. At any rate, 
so far as the guardianship is concerned, Sir, the House knows already that 
we have dealt with it. The present guardian, Colonel Stoolcs, is a man 
who has been proved beyond all doubt to be a hysterical, unsuitable and 
incompetent person. Now, the Committee have said that the present 
arrangements with regard to the guardianship are highly unsatisfactory. 
Of course it is put in very polite language. But if you could look into the 
record, which is still suppressed, you would have realised what sort of 
guardian Colonel Stooks is. It is not merely that the Sub-Committee dis¬ 
covered it there. Let me tell His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief that 
complaints about him came before the main Committee before the 
Sub-Committee started, which have affected the good name of Sandhurst, in 
India, and they were so serious that the main Committee actually for¬ 
mulated express instructions in writing for us on this matter, and when we 
went there the reports and information we already had were fully con¬ 
firmed beyond doubt ; and I would like to know what steps the Govern¬ 
ment of India have taken with regard to that matter. 

As to the Officers’ Training Corps also you know that no Indians are 
allowed or admitted to the Officers’ Training Corps of the universities there. 
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It Avas pointed out that it was not fair and we have not yet got a reply to' 
it. It is dealt Avith in our Report also—that this Avorks the greatest possi¬ 
ble hardship. In the first place the Indian who is at the university if he 
wants to get a King’s commission, Avill not be allowed to claim an ante¬ 
date because, unless lie has had training in an Officers’ Training Corps, 
an Indian is not admitted and then refused the ante-date.. So it comes 
to this that he is not admitted into the Officers’ Training Corps', he is hot: 
alloA\ 7 ed to claim an ante-date. Therefore you go round and round. That 
is one handicap. The other handicap is that when you have a boy of a 
particular age, at the university, that is the period of his life Avhen this' 
training is most useful and most valuable ; he happens to be young and. 
at the university and he is not allowed to enter the Officers’ Training Corps. 
Therefore, AA T lien he comes back to this country at a maturer. age, he can¬ 
not possibly then go in for the training with the same advantage and Avith 
the same valuable results and cannot avail himself of the Indian Territorial 
Force AA-hicli exists. It was said that the Officers’ Training Corps.is intend¬ 
ed primarily for the British Territorial Army, but no Indian would care 
to be in it because I think there is hardly any Indian youth—there, may be 
an exception here and there—who Avould stay on in England ; most Indian 
boys who go there come back. 


These are the two points which certainly do not require either the ap¬ 
proval or the consent of the'Imperial Defence Committee or of the Cabinet ; 
and I think the Government might gh 7 e us some information with regard 
to those two points. 


In conclusion, Sir, I would say this : I am aAvare that a certain clique 
exists in England. The India Office' is surrounded by it and the only! 
place that we Aveut to and that had its atmosphere fouled by this clique.' 
Avas Sandhurst. At every other'place Ave were received and treated with 
eA-ery consideration ; Sandhurst was the' only place which was sought to 
be spoiled by this clique ; and I say to the better-minded Europeans who 
are /> in ^ lls . eountr y an d to the better-minded Englishmen in Great Britain. 

If this is. your message from yoiir youth, that they are not Avilling to 
co-operate, if they are not willing to Avork and take their rank according 
to their merits in this country, tear up the Declaration of August 1917 ; 
tear it up now and here and say to the people of India “ We are here to 
rule and nothing else.” Sir, I find there may be some difficulty because' it 
maj be said after all you haA r e got to deal with young men. But avIio 
is responsible for poisoning their minds'? It was the same old story when' 
le Indian Civil Service was being Indianised, when we were told in this 
country by many who now sit on the Treasury Benches “ If ybu ; are going 
o ndiamse the Civil Service, we shall tender our resignation ; we are not 

r 1 n°^ C servan t s ”• It was the same story Avlien the Montagu-' 
Chelmsford Reforms Avere introduced. We were told by many Englishmen 
oat they Avould leave this country rather than submit to these reforms 
+ n /°T Wo r k tlie Reforms.' But Ave find, Sir, we have survived 
Trea J,r^ e uo. T f Lau ^er from the Swarajist Benches), and I fin'd that the - 
thrcaWrl B + ^ are , fu11 of tll0Se gentlemen some of whom' p’robablr had 
from the si, Te - S -? n hprobably-thought better" of itV■ •'(Laughter 

us Wit^.carried Lar 
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Mr. President : Order, order. The Honourable Member must thank 
himself if this debate goes over to another day. . 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah : After that, Sir, I will say nothing more, and I 
will once more appeal to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief not to 
•swerve from the assurance Which he has given on the floor of this House 
and not to play with Indian people any more. 1 

(At this stage several .Honourable Members rose to speak.) 

Mr. President : Is it the desire of the House that the debate should 
go over to another day ? 

(Several Honourable Members moved : that the question he put.) 

Mr. G. M. Young (Army Secretary) : Sir, on the first day of this 
debate His Excellency the Gommander-in-Chief, when concluding his 
speech in words that have just been quoted by my friend Mr. Jinnah, 
expressed the hope that the occasion might be, regarded more as a means 
of , eliciting the opinions of Honourable Members of this House than as 
one for an attack on the Government. With all deference to my friend 
Mr. Jinnah, I venture to repeat that hope to-day. If the Honourable 
Member who has moved this Resolution presses it to a division, Govern¬ 
ment will have no option but to oppose it, and that for reasons which 
are not connected with the merits of the Indian Sandhurst Committee's 
Report. It is true, Sir, that Government have already sent to England 
their own provisional recommendations on the Report. They did this- 
as soot’ as they could, partly in order to initiate the discussion with His 
Majesty’s Government as soon as possible, but more particularly in the 
hope that they might be able'to put definite proposals before this House 
during the current Session. They realised that Honourable Members 
would be in a better position to make their own views clear and to offer 
constructive criticism, if they had, so to speak, something to bite on. 
That hope was not,-however, fulfilled, because His Majesty’s Government 
were unable, in the short time' available before Parliament dispersed, to 
examine sufficiently the tentative proposals of the Government of India. 
As a result, Honourable Members have been able to oiler opinions on 
the subject-matter of the Report only, and merely to conjecture the atti¬ 
tude of Government towards it. 

As the House has already been informed, these opinions will be very 
carefully considered by the Government of India, who will then forward 
to His Majesty’s Secretary of State a despatch conveying the proceedings 
in this House and in another place, and setting forth at length their own 
views in the light of the opinions now expressed. 

Many of the speeches. Sir, have contained construelivo criticism, , 
■which is likely to he of help to the Government of India and Ilis Majesty’s 
Government in reaching their conclusions. But the Government of 
India cannot be expected to reach their conclusions here and now, or 
while the division bell is ringing. Until they have had reasonable 
time to consider the speeches made in this debate, they cannot commit 
themselves to the expression of any opinion on the specific recommenda¬ 
tions in the Report. They will have to oppose the motion simply and 
solely because they have not come to their decisions. At the same tune, 
as His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief has indicated, it will he a 
great pity if the Government of India and His Majesty’s Government 
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conduct their further examination of the Report in'the difficult atmos¬ 
phere which a defeat or even a victory for Government in the division 
lobby is bound to create. It cannot, be denied, Sir, that the Report, 
thorough as it is in many respects, has raised almost as many, problems. 
as it purports to solve. It is the Government of India and His Majesty’s 
Government that have to work out. these further problems ; and they 
will be glad of all the help that they can get from Honourable Members 
in the Indian Legislature. They will not obtain that help from the 1 mere 
passing or rejection of this Resolution. I would, therefore, suggest to my. 
Honourable friend Dr. Moonje, who has moved the Resolution, that he 
has served a most useful purpose in moving it, by providing the Gov¬ 
ernment with his own views and with those, of others who have taken 
part in this debate, that in effect his object has been attained and that 
nothing more will be gained by pressing it to the vote. 

I should like to refer here. Sir, to a matter 1 which I know lias occa¬ 
sioned a good deal of criticism and disappointment and has been referred- 
to at length by my Honourable friend, Mr. Jinnah, just now, namely, 
the decision of the Government of India not to publish the Report of the 
Sub-Committee that visited Europe aiid America. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah : My point was not in reference to the Report 
of the Sub-Committee only, but the report and the material which they had 
collected. ’ , ' 

Mr. O. M. Young : I will deal both with the report and the material. 

I will confess at once that there is nothing in this report which heed em¬ 
barrass the Government of India in formulating ■ whatever policy they 
may ultimately adopt. There' are other reasons -for not publishing it. - 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah : What are they, ? . 

Mr. G. M. Young : At a very early stage the question arose whether, 
certain of the proceedings of the Sub-Committee should be published-. 
Part of these proceedings consisted of conversations which took place 
between representatives from the War Office and the India Office on the 
one hand and the members of the Sub-Committee on the other. It is not 
usual, Sir, to publish such conversations, and, in any case,His Majesty’s 
Government^ intimated to the Government of India some time before the 
main Committee’s Report .was completed. ’ ' ' 

V M. A. Jinnah : Sir, I beg to contradict that.. There were no con- 
^ orsations at all and taken down as such. . * 

Mr. President : I cannot allow the Honourable Member to Interrupt 
unless the Army Secretary gives way. 

Mr. G. M. Young : I said, Sir, in any case'tlic Home Government in¬ 
timated to the Government of India that they were unwilling to consent 
to die publication of any of the material voluntarily laid before the Sub¬ 
committee by the War Office and the India Office. The Report of the 
oun-Oomimttee makes extensive use of this material, and could only h;r, e 
een published after so much excision that much of its value as an in- 
lorrnative document would have been lost. 

it L. a lier fi M ' aS ail0 1 thcr reason to which I should. not have referred if 
not been made public-by a-member of the Sub-Committee speaking 
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in another place, and also by my Honourable friend Mr. Jinnah just now. 
The Sub-Committee passed certain strictures on the personalitj T of the 
retired officer who is the appointed guardian to Indian cadets at Sand¬ 
hurst. These strictures appear to have been based on statements made 
in camera to the Sub-Committee by Indian cadets. The Sub-Committee 
were, of course, at liberty to put forward any personal opinion, and Lo 
refer to any evidence taken in camera when they reported to the main 
Committee. But the Government of India do not consider that these 
matters could properly be published in a State pa'per. The main Ccm- 
mittee took the correct course. They pointed out defects in the system, 
and explained their view of what an ideal guardian for Indian cadets at 
Sandhurst should be. Their recommendations were fully considered by 
the Government of India, and the Government of India have forwarded 
the'r own provisional recommendations on this subject to the Secretary 
of'State. But the main Committee did not on this occasion quote from 
the Sub-Committee ; and they refrained altogether from personalities. 

There are other passages which the Government of India did not 
wish to include in a published paper ; but I need not detain the House with 
them. My point is that, while the Sub-Committee’s Report was an able 
document and admirably served the purpose for which it was compiled, 
namely, to assist the main Committee in the preparation of their report, 
the mailt Committee themselves, though they desired the publication of 
the Sub-Committee’s Report, evidently recognised that there might be 
objections to doing so. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah : No, Sir. May I point out to the Honourable 
Member that the main Committee at two sittings, after careful delibera¬ 
tion, decided that the report of the Sub-Committee and the proceedings 
should be published. Then the Secretary of the Committee was directed 
to so communicate the decision /to the Government of India. 

Mr. G. M. Young : Sir, I have already stated that the main com¬ 
mittee desired the publication of the Report, and I have seen the minutes 
of the proceedings of the main committee to which my Honourable friend 
refers. Hut the main committee neither appended the Sub-Committee’s 
Report as one of the annexures to their Report, nor did they invite reference 
to ;t. On the contrary, they quoted from it extracts long enough to 
weary the reader, if he also had the Sub-Committee’s Report by him. (An 
Honourable Member: “ I hope you have read them.”) I have read them, 
both Sir, the whole report and the extracts. Still, if there had been no 
positive reasons in the body of the Sub-Committee's Report against its 
publication, Government might have published it, even though it would 
have seemed superfluous to do so. 

There is one other passage in Sir Pliiroze Sethna’s remarks which re¬ 
quires ‘correction. He said that I had stated that only one member of the 
Committee had desired the publication of the Sub-Committee’s Report, and 
that I afterwards corrected that statement. I wish to place on record the 
fact, known, I think, to Honourable Members of this House, that. I never 
made the statement, and consequently never had to correct it. This mis¬ 
statement. was made, not by me, but by the correspondent of one news¬ 
paper. which corrected its own fnistake some days before Sir Phiroze 
Sethna spoke. 
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Well, Sir, I have perhaps detained the/House too long over this.topic.. 
My excuse must he that it has attracted a great deal of-attention and 
criticism. ■ , r ,' .. 

Sir, as I said before, Government are not in a position to meet this 
Resolution except by a formal negative ; but if Honourable Members 
still entertain any suspicion that the Government of India are'merely' 
playing for time and that their object is to shelve tlje Report, I would 
once more call attention to the fact that Government have already made 
considerable progress in their examination of it, and that their own ten¬ 
tative proposals will be most thoroughly re-examined in the 1 light of the 
opinions expressed and the suggestions put forward in the'Indian Legis¬ 
lature. ' '• * ■ ’ 1 

' i t . t • « 

Lastly, I would invite Honourable Members to consider a passage 
in the much criticised “ Foreword ” with which the Report was pub¬ 
lished by the Government of India. With your permission, Sir, I will 
read it now : - 

“The Government of India, when called upon to deal with any scheme of'increasing- 
Tndianization extending over a number of years must leave themselves free to con 4 , 
sider whether the basis of that scheme offers the sure stable line of advance towards 
the creation of a Dominion Army, or whether alternative methods, which -did not 
fall within the Committee’s terms of reference, might hot more profitably, be ex¬ 
plored.” ' ’ '■ • ! 

Now, Sir, here, is an explicit statement that the Government of India 
are setting themselves to deal with a scheme of increasing Indianization. 
They leave themselves free in one respect—to explore alternative me¬ 
thods : alternative methods,■ not alternative subjects, as the Honourable 
Member, Munshi Iswar Saran, said this morning. He may have left him¬ 
self free in his speech to explore other subjects; but the Government of 
India intend to stick to the point. Surely, Sir, the passage which I have 
just quoted is a very significant, pronouncement. It shows, if any fur¬ 
ther proof were needed, that the Government of India are in earnest 
in this matter. At the risk of repetition, I will emphasise again, the two 
main considerations which must accompany the elaboration oi this or 
any scheme. One is that the system employed for conferring eommis 1 
sions in larger numbers upon Indians must,lie' comprehensive and sound 
in its working: it should leave no factor out’of account: it must be safe¬ 
guarded, as far as is humanly possible, against failure. The other 
•consideration is one the necessity for which was ampfy illustrated by my 
Honourable friend Dr. Moonje in his speech when’ he moved the Resolu¬ 
tion, namely, that during the process of development, and after, the effi¬ 
ciency of the Ai’my as a fighting machine must hot in any way be im¬ 
paired. One may introduce expei’imental reforms, .Sir, in the constitu¬ 
tion, or in a branch of the civil administration, and trust to experience and 
to public, ci’itieism to bring to light any defects that there may be. , A 
Royal Commission, perhaps, will come along; in due course,and make 
recommendations .to remedy those defects. But if one makes a faulty 
experiment with the fighting forces, on which the very life of' the country 
depends,, one may wake up one morning to find that it is tod late to put 

nngs _right. I do not think, Sir, that on the- fundamental' principle 

ere is any real difference between the aims of the Honourable Mover 
o this Resolution and those of the Government. 
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Mr. -A. Rangaswami Iyengar : Then accept it. 

Mr. G. M. Young :. .. . alnd 1 that is why I ask him not to press his 
Resolution to the vote. 

(Several Honourable Members moved : that the question be put.) 

Mr. President : The question is that the question be now put. 

The motion was adopted^ 

Kawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : On a personal explanation. 
Sir. I hope X am not misunderstood that I am trying to go back on the 
signature that I have put to the Report. I fully support the Report. 

Mr. President : I am sure the House has fully understood the 
Honourable Member. 

(At this stage Dr. B. S. Moonje rose in his place.) 

Mr. President : I hope the Honourable Member realises that there 
ds yet a reply by His Excellency the Commander-in-Ckief and that this 
debate must terminate at 4 o ’clock. 

Dr. B. S. Moonje : I shall be very brief. I am very sorry that there 
is no time. So many points have been raised that certainly require expla¬ 
nation and yet. I am hard pressed for time. . . . 

Mr. President : The Chair has no objection if the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber wishes to make a long speech. 

Dr. B. S. Moonje : I know the risk of prolonging my speech and 
therefore I will not take that risk. I am prepared to say that I am 
willing to accept the amendment of my Honourable friend, Mr. Srinivasa 
Tyengar. He lays emphasis upon revision. The Report also provides 
for revision. The amendment says that the recommendations of the 
Committee are not satisfactory. I do not think there is anybody here— 
except perhaps amongst the European Members I do not know, but 
amongst at least the Indians—-who will he in a position to say-that the 
recommendations of the Skeen Committee are really satisfactory. 
(An Honourable Member : <c They also say that.”) But they say so for 
quite another reason. Their point of view is diametrically opposed to 
ours. There is ample reason for us to be dissatisfied with the recom¬ 
mendations of the Skeen Committee. The Indian Sandhurst is schemed 
. to cater for only 100 Indian boys; while the English Sandhurst caters for 
more than 600 English boys. Besides the Skeen Committee do not recom¬ 
mend the establishment of an Indian IVoolwich and Cranwell. But we 
Indians are in this helpless position that we have to be satisfied with half 
a loaf even though that half of a loaf may not be enough to satisfy our 
hunger. I do not know whether even that half a loaf will be given to us. 

The recommendations of the Skeen Committee can be divided into two 
groups, one x-egarding the establishment of an Indian Sandhurst, and the 
other regarding making provision for training a certain number of Indian 
boys in Woolwich and Cranwell in England, and both the groups of recom¬ 
mendations have been accepted by the Government at one stage or another 
previously. I am really surprised to-day. that, the Government should 
fight shy of those very recommendations. If X had time I could have proved 
it by quoting from the Legislative Assembly .Debates of 1921, 1923, and 
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1925. In this House there are three groups of people—the Indians, the 
Europeans, and perhaps the group which is represented by my Honour¬ 
able friend, Sir Abdul Qaiyum. 

Mr. President -. The Honourable Member is introducing a very de¬ 
batable matter now. ■ 

Dr. B. S. Moonje : As I have said in my opening speech, this is a 
question of life and death to us. There is no knowing what is going to 
happen in the next 10 or 15 years. There is a country which is known 
as the tribal country, and there is another country known as Afghanis¬ 
tan, and if at any time connection between Britain and India be broken 
up in any future great war or be suspended,-there is no knowing what 
will happen to the Indians of India. When the invasion comes what will 
be our position I shudder to think. History has told us and we should 
take a lesson from history as to what that position will be. I am quoting 
from the History of Great Britain by the Rev. Robert Henry, D.D., 
first Volume page 120 and then I will close. When the Britons were 
invaded in 416 A.D. by Scots and Piets, history records that the con¬ 
ditions of Britons at the time was much the same as ours is at the pre¬ 
sent moment. History saj^s : ' 

“ By the policy of the Romans (ivlio were then ruling over Britain as the English 
ar--> doing to-day over India) they (Britons) had been long deprived of the use and 
exercise of arms ; that they now remained a timid disorderly- multitude ready- to 
become an easy prey to the first bold invader 

That was the condition of the Britons at 'the *time. I do not think 
any Indian in this House would agree to be reduced to the same posi¬ 
tion and therefore we are anxious that the recommendations of the 
Skeen Committee, halting, unsatisfactory and inadequate as they are, 
should be given effect to. 

Liexit.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney (Nominated : Anglo-Indians) : On a 
point of order, Sir. May I ask for a ruling from you, as to whether you 
would be prepared to divide the amendment into two parts and put them 
separately to the vote of the House. The first part is the preamble to 
which some of us cannot subscribe. The second is the operative part 
for which some of ns may want to vote. 

Mr. President : That is not a question of any ruling. It is entirely 
within the discretion of the Chair, and the Chair is not prepared to ex¬ 
ercise that discretion in the manner suggested. 

Mr. President : The original question was : 

‘ ‘ That the following Resolution be adopted : 

This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that as a be- 
giumng m the direction of preparing India for self-defence immediate steps be taken 
to bring about the Inrlianisation of half the cadre of officers in the Indian Army, 
unanimously recommended by the Skeen Committee, within a period of fifteen y-ears, 
nn /. iV - 1 , carr - v ou * ^ ,e unanimous recommendations of the Committee with regard to the 
establishment of an Indian Sandhurst- and the recruitment of Indian officers in those 
aims o.- the defensive forces, paid for out of Indian revenues, from which they are 
at present excluded ' * - . 

hence which the following amendment has been moved : 

, ‘ 1 That for the original Resolution the following be substituted : 

,_ T V of tho whole scheme of the defence of the country in 

y uture constitution for India acceptable to the people of India, and while feeling 
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that the recommendations of the Indian Sandhurst Committee, specially relating to the 
continuance of British recruitment, do not satisfy Indian public opinion, this Assembly 
if of opinion that the acceptance of the unanimous recommendations of that Committee 
will mark a definite beginning in the Indianisation of the Army in India, and it there¬ 
fore recommends to the Governor General in Council that he may be pleased to accept 
those recommendations and give immediate effect to them 

Tlie question is that that amendment be made. 

The motion was adopted. 


Mr. President : Diwan Chaman Lall. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : Sir, T am not moving my Resolution. With 
your permission I wish to withdraw it. 

Mr. President : Sir Victor Sassoon. 

(Sir Victor Sassoon stood up but did not move his Resolution next 
on the agenda). 

Mr. President : Mr. Dnraiswamy Aiyangar. 

(Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar nodded his head, intending to convey 
that he did not want to move his Resolution No. 4 on the List). 

Mr. President : Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : 

(At this stage there was laughter and considerable confusion in 

, the House.) 


RESOLUTION BE MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF KHADI. 

Mr. Ram Narayan Singh (Chota Nagpur Division : Non-Muham¬ 
madan) : Sir, I beg to move the Resolution which stands in my name 
and runs as follows : 

' ‘ This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to start Khadi 
(hand spun and hand -woven clothes) depots in each provincial capital with branches 
in each district tlieiein for the manufacture and sale of Khadi under the entire 
management of the local Provincial Congress Committee and to set npaTt at least 
a sum of one erore of rupees for the purpose in the next annual Budget ”. 

Sir, this is a very simple Resolution but it deals with a subject that 
vitally concerns the very existence of the people of this country. In 
support of this, I shall submit but a few arguments containing very 
simple reasons. Sir, we Indians, as a nation in the world, want to he 
capable to clothe ourselves as a result of our own efforts. Sir, how long 
are we to depend for our clothes upon foreign countries. The very idea 
that we have to depend on foreign countries, that we cannot hide our 
shame, and that we cannot clothe ourselves is very galling to us. The 
point I wish to impress upon the House is that we Indians in the past 
have been able to clothe not only ourselves but also a large proportion 
of the people of other countries. But now the position is that we have to 
depend upon imports from foreign countries in order to clothe ourselves. 
During the last European war, when imports were reduced, a large num¬ 
ber of families had to remain shut up for all the 24 hours because they 
lacked clothes. Who knows that such a state of affairs may not arise 
again : the probability is that such occasions will arise always, I submit, 
therefore. Sir, that the House should carry this Resolution unanimously 
and that it be given effect to by the Government. 
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Now there may be some who will.say that with the advent of machin ery 
of an advanced type there is no use of talking about handlooms, charTcas, 
etc. But the point is that this country is not in a position to purchase 
any more modern machinery to meet its demands. If it had been, we 
should, by now, have got all the machinery we need for the purpose and 
more mills would have been set up. So this argument to have more 
mills really falls to the ground. 

Then it may be said what is the use' of having charkas, and looms, 
when we can get the cloth at a cheaper cost from foreign countries ? Sir, 
I would say in reply that till the end of the 18th century, this country 
used to send its Khadi (cotton fabrics) even to European countries. Why 
not revive that and make the country economically free ? Besides, even 
if we had the resources to purchase machinery and set up more mills, that 
would mean an extension of the factory system, and that system is a much 
worse thing than the cottage industiy- systems which' produce Khadi. 
Another point is that Khadi can in fairness excel any mill made cloth. 
We know that even now one can spin yarn of about 500 counts.by means 
of the charlca, whereas mills cannot produce yarn of more than 200 counts. 
We know from history that in the time of Aurangzeb a Princess wore 
Khadi of seven folds at a time' and even then she appeared naked, so 
tine, was the fabric. Not only .that; in matters of Khadi,' whatever we 
spend goes to the village itself. The village blacksmith supplies tlie 
spindle, the village carpenters supply the charlca and loom, and so on and 
so forth. Every pice, every penny, which is spent in regard to Khadi goes 
to .the village, whereas in tlie matter of mill-made cloth, a vast sum of 
money has to be spent first as capital, and that money goes to a foreign 
■country. Moreover, as regards the profit, much of it is every year spent 
■ in purchasing new parts to replace the old ones which are no longer fit for 
any further use and this too goes to foreign lands. Thus only a little of 
it remains in the country. Let us take another argument. Sometimes 
.there is interna] trouble in the country also, and it is not possible that we 
may have mills in every province, in every district. In times of internal 
trouble, the part of the country dependent on other parts thereof will thus 
have to suffer, but by means of Khadi, all provinces, even districts can be 
.made self-supporting and .independent. What to speak of provinces and 
.districts, I can sav, every thana, every village and even every family can 
,be made self-supporting and independent. It,is therefore, Sir, that Khadi 
.should be introduced throughout the country. , , , 

But there are people who might ask, if Khadi has so many advantages 
and, if it already existed in the country, why is it not prospering in the 
country to-day, why has it failed at all, why has it not succeeded in com¬ 
petition with the foreign mill-made cloth ? Sir, everybody knows that 
in this country the Khadi industry has not died, out, nor has it failed in 
competition with mill-made yarn. Everybody knows that it was the 
foreign capitalist,. it was the East India Company that killed the Khadi 
industry in the country. Sir, those who do not know this are requested to 
read the history of the country of the 18th and 19th centuries, and I 
request them specially to read the evidence of Warren Hastings, Dr. Monro 
am other great people that they gave before the House of Commons’ Com- 
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Mr. President : Order, order. Khadi must give way to the motion 
4 p.m. for adjournment. Diwan Cliaman Lall. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

t * * 

,r' The Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill. 

Diwan Chaman Lall (West Punjab : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, after 
the speech in support of one home industry (the Khaddar industry), I 
beg leave to speak in support of another home industry, namely, motions 
'for adjournment (Laughter). Sir, my motion for an adjournment reads 
-_as follows : 

" to discuss a matter of recent and urgent public importance, namely, the affront 
offered to the Legislative Assembly by the Government in withdrawing this Session 
.the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank Bill before the Assembly had had an opportunity 
of discussing the remaining clauses of the Bill. ’ ’ 

.Sir, I speak on this motion as one who desires to uphold constitutional 
-practice, and as one who has no desire in any. way to cast any reflection 
upon the Finance Member as an individual. I realize the difficulties 
of the Finance Member ; and it is because I realize those difficulties 
that I want the House to support the Finance Member in any action that 
die might take in order that this Bill should be brought before the House. 

Mr. President : Order, order. If that is the Honourable Member’s 
pbject, he should not have moved this motion at all. This motion is a 
direct vote of censure on the Finance Member. If he desires to move 
'it, he might proceed with a knowledge of the full implications of his 
/action. 

Diwan Chaman Lall ;. The censure is the censure of the Secretary 
,o£ State and of the Government of Indial 

Mr. President : Order, order. The Secretary of State does not come 
>in at all. The Honourable Member by this motion calls into question 
the decision of the Governor General in Council. The Honourable Mem¬ 
ber will not therefore he entitled to refer to the Secretary of State in 
his speech. . \ 

Diwan Chaman Lall : Sir. in this dose of poison that I am going to 
administer to the Finance Member, there is a little bit of honey in id 
(■Laughter.) If it is constitutionally held that it is a censure of the 
action of the Finance’ Member, let it be so held. But I am going to 
-ONplain that even if it is held constitutionally that it is a motion for 
the censure of the Finance Member’s action, nevertheless we intend to 
support any strong action that the Finance Member may take in bring¬ 
ing this Bill before the House. 

Now, Sir, the question is this. When the Currency Commission 
was appointed, it was never the intention that a simple Reserve Bank 
should he instituted in this country. The questionnaire was to the 
effect that measures should be adopted for modifying the rules and changing 
the constitution of the Imperial Bank in order that that Imperial • Bank 
should be empowered to be put in charge of the note issue. That was the 
original intention. But when the Currency Commission reported it was 
discovered that the disadvantages accruing from that procedure far out¬ 
weighed the advantages that might accrue if the Imperial Bank was so 
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empowered. (Several Honourable Members : “ No, no ”.) Naturally, the 
matter came up before this House and we liad an opportunity of discussing 
it. Sir, I beard a little while ago, some of my friends saying “ No, no ”, 
I take it that the Noes come from those gentlemen who represent Bombay. 
( Several Honourable Members : “ No, no.”),': Even at that time Bombay 
was against this principle of setting up the Central Reserve Bank and they 
have continued their opposition consistently. 

Mr. President : All references to the merits of the Reserve Bank Bill 
or anything of that kind are out of order on this motion. . The Honour¬ 
able Member must confine himself to the constitutional question, namely, 
the affront offered to this House by the action of the Governor General 
in Council in withdrawing this Session this particular Bill without giving 
an opportunity to the House to discuss .and decide on the remaining 
clauses thereof. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : "With due deference to the Chair, what I am 
trying to do at the present moment is to detail very briefly the history 
of this Bill in order to show that it is important that this Bill should not 
be withdrawn. 

Mr. President : I thank the Honourable Member for showing due 
deference to the ruling of the Chair, but he must accept and act upon it. 
He must confine himself to the constitutional issue ivhich lie has raised. 

Diwaii Chaman Lall : Sir, I bow to your ruling. The constitutional 
issue that I have raised is this that, when this Bill has been.before this 
Legislative Assembly, when it has been discussed in the Joint Com¬ 
mittee, when it has been before the country for several months, when 
so much time of this Legislature and of Honourable Members who sat 
on the Joint Committee has been consumed in discussion of this Bill, 
the Government have all of a sudden for reasons best known to them¬ 
selves thought it fit to withdraw that Bill from the Legislative Assembly, 
and I consider that this action of theirs certainly deserves the censure of 
this House. That, I take it, Sir, is the real constitutional issue which is 
in point, and it is because of this constitutional issue that I want now to 
state the reasons why we consider that not only this Bill should not have 
been withdrawn from this Legislature because of its importance but also 
because. ’ '• ■ ■ 


Mr. President : Order, order. The Honourable Member is now dis¬ 
cussing' the merits of the Reserve Bank Bill. I cannot allow the Honour¬ 
able Member to do so. , 


Diwan Chaman Lall : Sir, I have no intention of -, going into the 
merits of the Bill. & • 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member says that the Bill should not 
have been withdrawn because of its importance.; This-is going beyond 
the constitutional question raised by the motion: ■ • 

Diwan Chaman Lall : I riieroly want, to' discuss the importance of the 
issue that we have before us, namely, that the constitutional issue that. 
ias been raised now has been"'raised’because of the Bill' having been 
"' W * to ’tell - the House that this Bill should riot have 

n -withdrawn. This House'has certain privileges'of its own and the 
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Government of India should in due deference to the wishes of the Legis¬ 
lature take the sense of this House and not withdraw in this summary 
fashion any Bill that may have been brought before it. . 

That is the main point at issue. Here we have Standing Order 4 (1) 
which says : 

“ On the termination of a session all pending notices shall lapse and fresh notice 
must be given for the next session. ” ’ 

Now, the action of the Government of India in withdrawing this Bill from 
the Legislative Assembly means that this motion that has been placed 
before the Legislative Assembly by the Honourable the Finance Member 
will lapse if the Bill is not re-introduced. {An Honourable Member ; 
“ No I hope my Honourable friend who -cried out, “ No ”, will have 
the patience to listen to what I am going to say further. Let me turn to 
Standing Order 4 (2) which says : 

“ On the termination of a session, Bills which have been introduced shall bo 
carried over to the pending list of busines of the next Bession : 

■ Provided that, if the member in charge of a Bill makes no motion in regard to 
the same during two complete sessions, the Bill shall lapse, unless the 
Assembly, on a motion by that member in 4he next session, makes a 
special order for the continuance of the Bill. ’ ’ 

Sir, now I hope that the Honourable Member over there who cried out 
No, no ” will, in view of what I have read from the Standing Orders 
of this Assembly, realise that when a Bill has been withdrawn by the 
Honourable Member in charge of the same without giving this Assembly 
any specific date on which he intends lo bring it back to the House, we 
must take it that it is not his intention to bring back that Bill to the 
(Assembly. We take it that the Bill will lapse, all the motions which he made 
in regard to the Bill will lapse. All the efforts of the Honourable Mem¬ 
bers of the Assembly who have been apprised of the various clauses of the 
Bill, who have discussed the various clauses at length, who have been given 
some time to come to a compromise with the Honourable the Finance Mem¬ 
ber in regard to this Bill and who have shown a spirit of accommodation 
unknown in the history of this Legislature, I say all the efforts of the 
Honourable Members will have proved fruitless. I appeal to the Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member that under these circumstances it was up to him 
to have consulted the , wishes of non-official Members of this House before 
he took the step that he did. _ 

Mr. K. Ahm ed (Rajshahi Division : Muhammadan ‘ Rural) : Who 
will suffer the cost of the Committee ? (Laughter.) 

Diwan Chaman Lall : I do not know what Mr. Kabeer-ud-Din 
Ahmed is referring to when he’ says who will suffer the cost. Certainly 
it is the Honourable the Finance Member to whom he should apply 
(Laughter). The question before us is simply this. Should the Govern¬ 
ment of India not act on its own initiative in matters of this nature. 

Mr. President : That again is not the question at issue.. The f re*is 
no reason to suppose that the Government of India have not acted on their 
own initiative. The Honourable Member has merely called into question 
the decision of the Governor General in Council. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : I know we have nothing before us. We have 
also heard a rumour and it has also found a place in the Press. If you, 
Mr. President, will pardon me for mentioning it, it is rumoured that the 
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Honourable the Finance Member did actually tender bis resignation,. 
(Hear, hear.) . . .. 

Mr. President : Order, ■ order. I.must rule references, to rumours 
out of order; 

> vDiwan Ohaman Lall : j What we have before us at the" present 
moment is this. This Bill having been withdrawn, there must be some 
cogent reasons for the action of the Government. At the .present moment, 
I want to, know what those cogent reasons are which have compelled • the 
Government to withdraw this Bill from the purview of the Central'Legis¬ 
lature ?. 


: Mr. President : The Honourable Member will bear that presently. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : .If the Government have withdrawn this‘Bill 
for any cogent reasons, I submit these cogent reasons’ should have -been 
placed before us and we should have been apprised of-them.-. As it is 
at the present moment, all that we have is a statement by tlie Honourable 
the "Finance Member that he does not intend to proceed with the Bill' at 
present. That is the guarded, statement that he has made. I consider 
that this is an affront to the Central Legislature. I consider that this is 
an affront not only to the Central Legislature, hut to all those Members 
and to all those leaders of parties who have co-operated so strenuously 
with the Honourable Member. I consider it to , be an affront also to the 
members of the Joint Committee who have given of their, very best to this 
measure and who have done everything in tlieir part in. order that this 
measure should be brought on the Statute-book. . I. .consider that under 
those circumstances, the action that has,been taken by-the. Government of 
India is an action which ought to be condemned. At .the risk of . being 
called to order, I do not intend to say one' harsh word in this matter about 
the Honourable the Finance Member himself personally. (Laughter)., 
I will say everything there is to be said about the Government of India. 
I consider this is a matter of long standing grievance.. It is a matter which 
has exercised the ingenuity of many a Secretarv of State and many a 
, Viceroy m this country right down from 1870 and 1874. IVe have heard 
the same story, namely, decisions being taken by the Government-of-India 
ln 1° business brought before the Legislative Assembly and then 

suddenly that business being dropped, we do not know why. ■ History- 
shows that very often in the past legislation has been stopped because of 
the action of the Secretary of State for India. ' We have got evidence 
that in 1810, one Secretary of State did this) and so on right through' 
Indian constitutional history we have the same story repeated. I am in- 
St, : Hono " rable Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar for such con- 

® *, ac r ts as are contained in this valuable book of which he is the 

carefuilv n ^ vould advise' Honourable Members to. read this book most 

arH™ ’ +nl r Vi tIlC question, as I have already stated,- is hot only that the 
f + . 0 Government of India was wrong in having withdrawn this 
hiorallv^t oi l f ] ie Legislative Assembly..but but I consider that 

Assomblv T bo tlefe pded. Here, are we who have-met here in this 

special ^ rea *' in oonvemence to many Members, who have met for one 
tni P " 2P ai ? from various other smalL matters that were likely 
Statute-book. 1 SR ' 011 : and that was to .see that this Bill was put on the; 
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Mr. President : All that is beside the point. The merits of the 
■Reserve Bank Bill and the desirability or" urgency of putting it on the( 
Statute-book have absolutely got nothing to do with the question which 
the Honourable Member has raised. If the Honourable Member has 
nothing new to add to what he has already said, he had better give 'an 
opportunity to other Honourable Members' who might wish to speak on. 
the. motion. - . ' . s •. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : If the measure was bad, what was 
the point of my moving the adjournment of the House ? , , 

Mr. President : According to the Honourable Member’s motion 
'for adjournment, Government had no business to withdraw the 'Bill at 
that stage without consulting this House, apart from the.question whether 
, the Bill was good or bad. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : I quite accept that, Sir. The Government 
have no business to withdraw this measure and I have said so. I am now 
simply adding to my reasons for thinking so, and if I am not allowed to 
add to the reasons I have already given, I will confine myself to the one 
narrow issue which the President wants me to confine myself to, namely, 
that it is indefensible constitutionally. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is only repeating himself. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : No doubt lawyers on the other side will turn 
round and say that whatever has been done is perfectly within the pur¬ 
view of the Government of India. They are perfectly right in doing so. 
I do not say that legally they are not right in doing what they have done, 
but morally I say they are wrong. And I consider that their action 
should be censured by the House. 

Mr. President I very much,regret to. have to point out again that 
the Honourable Member is repeating himself. If he has nothing new to 
add, he had better allow.other Members an opportunity of speaking. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : I do not intend to allow this discussion to 
turn into a duologue between myself and the Chair. 

Mr. President : That is just what the Honourable Member is doing. 

Diwan Chaman Lall : But I do consider, Sir, that-this matter is of 
such vital importance that some sort of latitude ought to be allowed in a 
matter like this when v r e are discussing a constitutional issue. 

jMr. President : The Honourable Member ’ must realise that the 
Chair is determined to keep this debate strictly within the bounds of 
order. The Chair will not allow any Honourable Member to refer to the 
merits or demerits of the Reserve Bank Bill. v 

Diwan Chaman Lall : I do not intend now, Sir, to refer either to 
the merits or demerits of the Reserve Bank Bill. What I do say is this 
matter being narrow as it- is, being confined to that one constitutional 
point, we have a right to refer to this question, whether in the past the 
Government of India have clone what they are being charged with doing 
- to-day and how constitutional practice has grown up. 

Mr. President : Order, order. The Honourable Member’s time is 
up. ' 

e 2 
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' -. Mr. M. A. Jinnah. (Bombay .City : Muhammadan Urban)': Sir, the 
question before the House is really a vote of censure upon the Government 
of India. The vote of censure upon the Government of India is. based 
on the following grounds. It.seems, Sir, that the Honourable the Finance 
Member has. not withdrawn the Bill technically. (An Honourable 
Member : “ Hasn’t he ?”). No, he has not ; you have not understood it. 
Under Standing Order 50 he cannot withdraw the Bill because Standing 
■Order'50 says he can withdraw the Bill only by leave of the House. He 
did not resort to that procedure at all, but what he has done is this, that 
he. has flouted this House, the Government have shown an affront, to this 
House by’ adopting a procedure which raises a very grave constitutional 
•issue 'and it is this. The further consideration of the Bill happens to, be Gov¬ 
ernment business ; and under Standing Order 7 you will find that, that 
business is arranged by the Secretary. I will read out the Standing Order. 

•The Standing Order is as follows : , 1 ... 

“ On the days allotted for the transaction of Government business the Secretary 
shall arrange that business in such order as the Governor General in, Council may 
direct. ” 


The Finance Member was only a little courteous to the House by pre¬ 
vious^ announcing that on Monday, that being a day for Government 
business, this item would not be placed on the List—I think I am correct 
in saying that—and thereby lie has deprived this,.House of further con¬ 
sideration of this Bill. Now, Sir,-1 should like to know, on what ground 
this procedure was adopted ? What are the reasons ? ; We feel that 
really it is the grossest discourtesy to this .House., - At what stage were 
we ? We were at this stage : the Finance Member said that he was 
.•willing to proceed yvith the Reserve Bank Bill on the understanding that 
'it should be a State Bank, provided on this side of the House we did not 
insist upon this Legislature or any Legislature ' being formed 
an electorate for the purpose of representation-on .the Board of 
Directors. That part of the Bill, namely, that it should be .a State Bank, 
was passed. Then we came to the stage of the Board of Directors. The 
-Finance Member stated-on. the : floor of this House—he will correct me 
-. 1 am wrong, I am speaking only from memory—that he would be 

-prepared to consider any scheme for the , constitution ■ of the. Boardof 
irectors provided it did not contain any element of representation of 
,, lc Legislature, and if that scheme was acceptable to the majority of 
• ie Members of this House he was willing to consider it. He therefore 
said that it was up to the non-official Members on this side to put before 
nm a scheme on that footing. That was • under ■ consideration ; I will 
no go mto . the details, but since then' lie put forward a 
^scheme which is known now-all over the world as the" stockholders’ 
c leme. 1 think it must have-reached London also by now. Now, he was 
! <?no i 11 gh—and I am-extremely grateful to him-for showing that 

‘tooirL^ia 0 , Tls ~~f° tgke us into his confidence'and . discuss with us his 

was undo^i'«n C a lem w’i? n i tlie was to 1je np oil'Monday, as it 

i Weil, the stockholders’ scheme also'.was. under con- 
ion of all the parties ; but before we got anywhere near Monday, 
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on Thursday evening a bomb shell was thrown on the floor of this House ; 
and what was that ? An intimation that this item would not be put on 
the agenda for Monday. (An Honourable Member : “ Or during the 
Session.”) (Another Honourable Member : “ He said he withdrew the 
Bill for the Session.”) No, Sir. He cannot say that : he can only with¬ 
draw it with the leave of the House. Therefore once you had this Bill 
before you, I am not aware of any practice, constitutional or otherwise, 
by which he could do it. Under our Standing Orders it is quite clear that 
this Bill cannot be withdrawn except with the leave of the House. 

This is what the Standing Order says : 

“ A member who has introduced a Bill may at any stage of the Bill move for 
leave to withdraw the Bill, and if such leave is granted, no further motion may be made 
with reference to the Bill 

Therefore, Sir, until that leave is granted, the Bill must be proceeded 
with. (A. few official Members : “ No, no,”) (Mr. K. Ahmed also made 
an interruption which was inaudible). I do not want the advice of 
my friend Mr. K. Ahmed. (An Honourable Member : “ Why not ? ”) 
Because I think I can get along quite well without his advice. 

Now, Sir, whatever interpretation you maj r put upon the action 
of the Honourable the Finance Member, I say that the Government 
are guilty of showing a great affront to this House. I say that this 
cannot be tolerated, and I think, speaking on behalf of Members on 
this side of the House, that there is no justification for the conduct 
of the Government in this matter ; and I therefore support the vote of 
censure without hesitation. 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, I have great pleasure in associating myself, on behalf of the 
Nationalist Party, with the motion moved by my Honourable friend Mr. 
Cjhaman LaII._ In doing so, I shall strictly connne myself to the constitu¬ 
tional issue involved in this motion, and not import into my speech 
anything of what one hears in the lobby,—and one hears so many things, 
good, bad and indifferent. The constitutional issue is, as stated by my 
Honourable friend Mr. Jinnah, that the procedure adopted by the Govern¬ 
ment of India in withdrawing from the consideration of this House a . 
Bill on which Members on this side had worked for several mouths and 
at the last stage of which they had laboured for three or four days to 
consider a specific proposal, is very wrong. Tire Honourable the Finance 
Member at the last stages of the negotiation put before us a specific 
proposal, and I must congratulate him on that account, in so far "as he 
tried his best to meet the wishes of this Section of. the House on some 
important points. After having undergone alt this worry and all the 
trouble which some Members took in going from Bombay to Calcutta, 
from Calcutta to Simla, party meetings being held nearly every evening 
and some of us being deprived of our luncheons and dinners on that 
account, after all this" trouble. I say flic Honourable the Finance 
Member. a« the spokesman of the Government of India, suddenly comes 
forward and in a very short speech—of excellent shortness if T may sav 
so—merely announces that lie does not want to nroceed with the Bill. In 
social life. Sir. such a discourtesy would be grossly resented. Supposing 
a friend of mine wrote to me saving that he was going to pay a week-end. 
visit, and I got a bed room ready for him, secured a special cook and made 
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everything ready for him "and at once I get a wire merely saying that he 
•did not want to come, without offering the least apology or even an explana¬ 
tion of the reason why he did not want to come, I should never invite him 
again. (Laughter.) Unfortunately, we have not the power to retaliate 
on the Government of India by treating them with the same cold aloof¬ 
ness ; if I had it, I would deal with them precisely in the same manner. 
May I warn the Government of India that the exchange of 
courtesy to the Opposition in this House will make them stronger, and that 
any discourtesy shown to this side of the House will certainly in the long 
run recoil on them and make them weaker and weaker. I am one of those, 
Sir, who are desirous that conventions should grow up in this House 
between the G-overnment of India and the Opposition Benches which will 
mutually strengthen one another. I would warn the Government of India 
that if they do not wish to reduce themselves to the position of what a 
statesman in England once described—the Government of India to be, viz., 
a mere subordinate branch of the British administration, let them be care¬ 
ful ;tsay that if they do not want to reduce themselves to that pitiable 
position, there is only one way, and that is, to trust the Opposition 
'Benches more and more and secure their support. Therefore, Sir, taking 
that view of our relative positions here, I am practically anxious that we 
should convey to the Government of India our strong resentment in 
this matter. By their discourtesy and affront they have rendered us 
impotent, and in the same measure, they are also rendering themselves 
impotent as against outside dictation.' I have therefore great pleasure 
in supporting this motion for adjournment. 


Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi (Dacca Division -. Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I 
associate myself with what my Honourable friend, Mr. Chaman Lall,’has 
said to-day. Sir, we feel it a great insult to us the way the. Government 
of India lias treated this House. After the assurance that was given by 
the Honourable the Finance Member that he would go on with this Bill 
in this Session, and after all of us at great discomfort have come here 
to attend this Session in good time, to our extreme surprise it was only 
on last Thursday we were quietly told by the Finance Member “ I am not 
going to proceed with this Bill. ” Is that the way to treat this House, 
Sir ? Is that the way you, the Finance Member, want to treat the Mem¬ 
bers of this House ? What did he say to the reply, of the Swarajist 
leader, when he asked him “ Are you going to proceed with this Bill 
in the Delhi Session ? ” He said “ I will not add one word more to 
the statement that I have made. ” We all know that he has not with¬ 
drawn the Bill. But from what he said it struck us that he was not 
going to proceed with the Bill at all, and if that was the ease, surely he 
should have consulted the House before making a statement of that kind- 


Sir, there is one thing more. The Joint-Committee on this Bill was 
formed of Members of both the Houses in last March. The first meeting 
was held in Bombay in May last. Then the whole of that Committee was 
a ven down to Calcutta in July last. They had deliberations there for 
a out ten days, and after that they came to certain conclusions. After 
mese expenses were incurred, after all the troubles the members of the 

w tec 1,ad taken ’ and after a11 that had b een done before, the 
t* e e ore ^bis House, we thought the Government was anxious to 
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go on "with this Bill and we too were equally anxious to go on with it. 
We wanted to have a full opportunity in this House of discussing the 
merits of the Bill ; and if the wreckers had wrecked the Bill, well, we 
could have gone to the country’ and said “It is not our fault, but the 
fault of the wreckers who have wrecked the Bill ”. The Government 
have not given us the chance to prove to our constituency that we have 
done our best, but have practically given the wreckers what they wanted. 
And this is very unfair to us. 

With these few words, Sir, I associate myself with what the preced¬ 
ing speakers have said, and I desire strongly to protest against the action 
of the Government of India. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) : Sir, the 
referee’s whistle has been so much in evidence during the course of this 
game that I am a little bit afraid of the ground on which I may tread in 
an effort to make a speech in dealing with the motion now before the 
House. The Honourable Member from Bombay, Mr. Jayakar, commented 
on what he described as the excellent shortness of my explanation of the 
position last Thursday evening. I confess that I should be very glad 
to have been able to practise the virtue of excellent silence on this occasion 
(Laughter). The motion, I think, is a little overstated. The adjourn¬ 
ment of the House is being moved to call attention to the affront offered 
to the Legislative Assembly by the Government in withdrawing this Bill 
this Session before the Assembly has had an opportunity of discussing 
the remaining clauses of the Bill. Well, Sir, I maintain with due defer¬ 
ence that, so far as any intention on the part of the Government of India 
is concerned, there has been no affront to this House, and that the Gov¬ 
ernment have not withdrawn the Bill. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member knows that the Government 
have no power to withdraw' any Bill without coming to this House. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : I entirely agree that the Gov¬ 
ernment have no right to withdraw the Bill without coming to this House. 
If Members of this House are of opinion that an affront has been offered 
•fo the House, I can only say on behalf of the Government of India that 
no such affront was desired or intended and that I am very sorry that 
any impression of that sort should have gone abroad. As regards the 
withdrawal of the Bill, what the Government have done is to come to the 
conclusion that, in view of the time a,variable during this Session and the 
complexity of the problem still to be solved', it was not desirable to attempt 
to complete the Bill this Session. They have come to no other conclusion 
and any further conclusion that may be drawn from the action of the 
Government in this matter is unauthorised and possibly inaccurate. I 
cannot help thinking that the Honourable Member who had so mucks 
difficulty with you, Sir, in moving this motion, was under the impression 
that he was moving a motion on some other subject, shall we say, for 
■example, what is happening at Kharagpur at the moment ? He imagined 
himself complaining that the Government of India in the person of a 
Railway Company had locked out its employees in the persons of this 
Assembly and refused to go .on with them until they would work. That 
is not what is happening at all. Surely it is reasonable, when the original 
plan of an important portion of the Bill before the House has been 
considerably modified, that the Government and the House and the 
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country should ask for time to consider the exact hearing and implica¬ 
tions of any alternative plan for arriving at the results desired. I must 
not, Sir, dwell on the merits of the Bill. I confess that sometimes, in 
listening to the debate, I was reminded of a variant of the poem quoted 
by my Honourable friend, the gallant Baronet from Bombay, about the 
dissembling of love, and I thought of the variant—it is not so poetical— 
“ If you love me, say so, but don’t spoil my patent leather shoes. - ” 
(Laughter). I must say that some of the expressions of love that were 
shown towards me and my Bill seemed to me to spoil the patent leather 
shoes of my Bill. But after all, we are merely asking for more time to 
deal with the matter. I cannot add anything to what I said last Thursday 
in regard to the position. Government require time to consider the full 
implications of any alternative plan. Surely, it is within the rights of 
the Government, and it is no affront to the House, that when difficulties 
arise in the course of discussion of a Bill, they should not, as is complained 
in this case, withdraw the Bill—that is not what the Government have 
done—but postpone consideration until a later Session in order that when 


it comes up it may be discussed, if it is discussed, {An Honourable Member : 
“ Will it ever be discussed ? ”) in an atmosphere when progress is likely 
to be made, instead of under conditions in which there is a possibility 
of a break-down and the complete failure of the Bill owing to absence 
of a sufficient measure of agreement between the various conflicting view 
points which have to be considered in arriving at a final conclusion. I 
repeat once more that the Government have not withdrawn the Bill and 
they are not guilty of any intention of affronting this House or of having 
really done so if all the circumstances of the case are considered. This 
is variously described as a vote of censure on myself, on the Government 
of India, -or on some one else. The Government of India may at times 
be incomprehensible, it is at any rate one and indivisible, not by confusion 
oi peisons but by unity of substance. We have to consider in full any 
pioposal that we may commit ourselves to supporting in this House for 
he pui pose of legislation. We do claim that we have a full right in this 
matter to consider with great care the full implications of the several 
S/^’natives all of which involve very complex considerations. I hope 
the House will after what I have said, realise that this motion is really 
no tully justified. There is not, I maintain, sufficient reason for censur- 
£ xg { h ^>^ 1 0Ve ™ ment India for their action in the matter of the Reserve 
v , 1 ‘ Tlieir action, I maintain,' has been taken in the interests of 
ultimately arriving at. a successful bit of legislation and not hurrying too 
±ast ” x n that may lead to a premature failure. 

-, T , . M. A. Jinnah : I want to ask the Honourable the Finance 

Tller ? xvere two courses open to him, either to with- 
■W,,;| e 7 , 11 °f fo ™ oy e the adjournment of the consideration' of the Bill, 
adopted" ^ ° pt tlns ar,3lt rary a wl autocratic course which he has 


•k tlv5? e - + HOn0l ? rabl ? Sir Basil Blackett : I think cmy only answer to that 
on T}nniln\- S n f ° r - tlle eanveni cnce of the House that they should know 
was likeiv to' rat her than on Monday morning what the position 


Mr. 

Urban) ; 


✓ 

-P r ; Srinivasa Iyengar (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan 
i. vresicient, I had no desire to add to the observations which 
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I made on the last occasion. I "waited to hear "what explanation the 
Honourable the Finance Member was going to make, because, Mr. 
President, you ruled, if I may say so with all respect, rightly the other 
day, that a debate should not be raised. To-day when the debate is raised 
on the point, I find the Honourable the Finance Member gives absolutely 
no reason whatever for the course which he has chosen to take. We have 
been taught that language is given to conceal thought, and I feel that the 
English language conceals thought more than any other language. If 
ever there was an occasion for me to realise that truth in its fulness, in 
its completeness, and in all its vividness, it is to-day after listening to 
the carefully modulated speech of the Honourable the Finance kjember. 
I am no (wiser after he has spoken than before he spoke. This is not the 
way to treat the House. I consider the explanation which the Finance 
Member gives adds injury to the insult which has already been offered 
to us. We want to know plainly and squarely what are the reasons really 
why the Government of India did not proceed with this business ? Why 
is there this mystery, this darkness ? Is the business of the Government 
of India to be transacted in twilight or is it to be transacted in broad 
daylight ? Once a Bill of this description comes before this House I say 
you cannot circumvent the spirit of the rules. You may claim to comply 
with the letter of the rules, but you should not circumvent the spirit of 
the rules. The action of the Government is tantamount to a temporary 
withdrawal of the Bill under the pretext that they are arranging the 
Government business on days allotted for Government business. When 
once Government business is taken up, though the matter is one for you 
to decide and not for me, the spirit of the rules does require that, unless 
there is any very great difficulty which compels the Government to suspend 
the normal course, a Bill which is taken up on Government days must 
go on from day to day. That is the usual procedure. I submit that 
whether Government had technically the right to do it or not, it is 
certainly unconstitutional and amounts, as I said the other day, to trifling 
with what ought to be the convention of this House. The Finance Member 
did not really give any satisfactory reason. He said that the motion 
for adjournment is not fully justified. Does he mean that it is justified 
to any extent ? He said that the Government is one and indivisible. I 
cannot understand the divinity about it. I am not a theologian. The 
Finance Member used many other phrases which simply cloud the issue 
and do not lay bare the truth. A Bill has been actually taken up and 
some important clauses have been discussed. We had come to the crucial 
clause, clause 8. That was being discussed. The amendments were 
there. Suddenly the Government discovered that they required an in¬ 
definite adjournment for the purpose of coming to a conclusion. What 
is the agreement that was wanted ? I have seen no e\idence of any desire 
on the part of the Government of India to come to .any agreement with 
the popular party in this House. I do not desire on this occasion to 
express my opinion on this Bill and it would not be in order. I do not 
want to say whether the Bill should be' of a particular kind or of some 
other kind. I have nothing to do with it or its merits. We stick to our 
demand. Our demands have been before the country and before this 
House. Speaking for my part and for the Congress Party, the reason 
why we did not think it necessaiy to bring this motion is because we had 
already expressed our resentment, and we did not think it necessary to 
bring up another motion before, this House. 
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Mr. President : Does not the Honourable "Member belong, to the 
Congress Party .? . 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar-: That is, Sir, domestic polities. 'When 
once a motion of this description is brought before this Assembly, there 
is not the slightest doubt that the Congress Party will support, as it has 
decided to support, this motion, because it is simply repeating what I said 
on behalf of my Party and, if I may say so with all respect on behalf of 
the other non-official Members of this House on the last occasion., If a 
formal vote of censure was required I do not see the slightest harm in 
having, sueh a vote of censure. For it does strengthen the hands of the 
popular elements in this Assembly to have, a vote of censure of this 
description formally passed against the Government. We are, however, 
not here for the purpose of strengthening the hands of the Finance 
Member or the Government of India. We are here for the purpose of 
^asserting our own rights and liberties, and they require that the ordinary 
normal procedure of this House shall not be interfered' with by any 
extraordinary action which is taken on behalf of the Government of India. 

I have nothing to do with the apportionment of responsibility. I am not 
an inquisitive person and I do not want confidences which are not given 
to me voluntarily. Therefore, Sir, whilst. I associate myself with, the 
censure that has been moved, I must say that I do not agree with my friend 
Mr. Jayakar or others in thinking that there ivas any great accommodation 
-or any great, deal of co-operation.. My Party stands and will stand for 
-certain principles, and it, is only if the Government comes down to those 
principles and agrees with our Party that -we will agree to co-operate and 
wo shall not do so in the case of any Government measure or Bill which 
does not satisfy the fullest demands of the Party which I, have the honour 
to represent. With these words I cordially support this motion for 
censure. 


Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz (West Central Punjab : Muham¬ 
madan) : Sir, I support this motion for censure, not on the ground given 
by. my esteemed friend Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, but on the ground that the 
consideration of the remaining clauses of the Reserve Bank Bill was ' 
pos poned against. the wishes of this House. The reason given by the 
onourable the Finance Member that the consideration of the Bill was 
deterred because the Government wanted more time with a view to consider 
•p- jA 0 ? a 5l d cons < d ause 8 of the Bill are not conclusive and convincing. 

i ere are ? ome other reasons which the Honourable the Finance 
Sf f oei t “. ot wish. to give on the floor of the House. Now, Sir, the' 
t - l 1 /-, sltu ® tlon ? re t5i ese. The Reserve Bank Bill emanated 
m? 111 ™-ommittee in a form Which raised certain controversial 
if' * • F i nanee Member was forced to fall back on the shareholders’ 
order to inspire confidence of all the parties in this House, 

< shareholders’ bank in favour. of a State Bank. That 
the Lender^ +°i Purpose on the part of the Finance Member who is also 
of ihe ShL tn th + ° n ™ Se ' A dls P ute arose with regard to the composition 
th e Bill and T here is one scheme which is embodied in clause 8 of 

to the Pont] U r \ eraP °A e;l ' S tlie legislature to elect a s manv as 6 Directors 
scheme but ohvim d ? u° f ' W1Sh to enter mto the merits or demerits of this 
of the Members ofthiL Iffiu° PP °‘ SCcl by the Government and a large number 
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Mr. President : The Honourable Member is not right in assuming 
that a large majority of the House was opposed to a particular scheme. 
Will he confine himself to the constitutional issue ? 

Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz : Sir, I am not going into the merits 
of the scheme. I am simply stating facts. The other proposal of which 
the Honourable Member, Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, had given notice to move 
was that the provinces should elect a College of Electors consisting of 
300 members and the College of Electors in turn should elect 6 members 
to the Board of Directors. Well, Sir, I do not know what would have 
been the fate of this proposal. Then again, Sir, Raja Ghazanfar Ali 
tabled another amendment, namely, that two seats should he reserved for 
Muslims through election on the Directorate. That did not meet the 
wishes of the Government. We all know that the Honourable the Finance 
Member refused to agree to the introduction of the principle of communal 
representation and racial distinction in a banking institution. Finally, 
there was a proposal for a stockholders ’ scheme. Everybody knows what 
that scheme is. It obviously gained the support of all parties in this 
House. But all of a sudden the Finance Member next day tells the House 
that the Bill cannot be proceeded with. I do not know what the real 
reasons are. If the Government wanted to have time the Finance Member 
could have stated on the floor of the House that he wanted time. There 
are probably certain other reasons which perhaps it is not advisable on 
the part of Government to state before the Assembly. Personally, I think 
these reasons must be. strong which forced the Finance Member to post¬ 
pone consideration of the measure to a fresh date. It is somewhat 
unfortunate that even in respect of a banking institution the Govern¬ 
ment of India has not a free hand and its liberty of action is controlled 
by higher authorities. The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett, whose ability 
and integrity we all admire is not to be blamed. The object of this 
motion is to show to the Governments in India and in England that this 
House desires to resume discussion of the Bill at an early date and 
pass it in a form acceptable to the Government of India and a 
substantial majoi*ity of the House. The consideration of the Bill has been 
deferred contrary to the opinion of this House, and for this reason, Sir, 

I support the motion for censure. 

Mr. H. G-. Cocke (Bombay : European) : Sir, I merely want to say 
on behalf of these Benches that we do feel in this particular case that the 
House has not been quite reasonably treated. We realize to the full that 
there may be Government measures with which it is not desirable to pro¬ 
ceed and under our Standing Orders it is possible for these Bills not to 
be proceeded with in the course of two Sessions and then they drop, but 
in this case we feel that while there were amendments on the paper which 
attempted to deal with the problem, it was somewhat premature to refuse 
to proceed with the Bill further this Session. It is quite possible that 
the Government of India, in taking that line, have made themselves good 
prophets. , It may be that the solutions which were under consideration 
would have resulted in further deadlocks, in which case possibly Govern¬ 
ment would have been right, but on the narrow constitutional' point we 
feel that the Government of India should not withdraw, or rather refuse 
to proceed with, important measures of this sort at very short notice 
without further discussion. 
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Pandit Madan Mohan Maiaviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, when I came to this. House, I was 
inclined to support the Honourable the Finance .Member in the action he 
had taken, because I felt that so far as the affront to the-House was con¬ 
cerned, my Honourable friend, Mr. Srinivasa Tyengay, had made it clear on 
the day the announcement was made that the House resented the action of 
the Honourable the Finance Member ; and I thought that it might be 
possible to show on behalf of the Government that the Finance Member, 
finding that he was not willing to accept the scheme which found favour 
with a large section of the House, and that a large section of the House was 
not willing to accept the scheme which the Finance Member wanted it to 
adopt, might justifiably have thought it the part of wisdom not to take 
up the time of the House any further with the Bill and to let it drop. 
But having heard the ^Honourable the •' Finance Member to-day, Sir, I 
feel more strongly than I did before that the House has every justifica¬ 
tion for feeling that it has been treated with an affront. I cannot under¬ 
stand why the Finance Member should not have realized all that his 
action meant, but bad as it was, for him now to get up and say to-day 
that he has not withdrawn the Bill, that he may still - proceed with the 
Bill, is, I submit, to add another insult to the one that ,has been already 
offered to the House. I feel, Sir, that if the Finance Member felt that 
in view of the differences of opinion the Government should not, proceed 
with the Bill, it was perfectly open to him to say to the House that that 
was so and not to proceed with the Bill; But having given the impression 
to the House on Thursday last that he had come to that conclusion, for 
him now r to seize this opportunity of a motion for adjourning the House 
to declare to this House that he has not withdrawn the Bill, that it is 
still intended to go on with the Bill, and in particular.... 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : May I, in the interests of 
accuracy, point out that I have said to-day .exactly, the same as I did on 
Thursday. I have no pov'er to withdraw the Bill, as ,my Honourable 
friend know’s ; what I said to-day is exactly what I said on Thursday. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Maiaviya : I submit the question of the Honour¬ 
able Member having no power to withdraw the Bill stands on a different 
footing ; there is no power under the Standing Orders which can compel 
a Government- Member or any other Member to proceed with a Bill. He 
may not withdraw the Bill without the leave of the House ; he cannot 
do so, but there is no power to compel him to proceed-with the Bill, and 
I submit that- when the Honourable Member'mode his ' statement on 
Thursday last, he gave the impression to the House, at least to a large 
section of the House,.that he did not intend.to proceed with the Bill. I 
do not wish. Sir, to dwell any longer on this’subject. ;Government treat 
ns as if we are here to register their decrees, to accept their decisions, or 
to be treated in the manner in.which we have been treated. After-many 
months of labour have been spent on the Bill, after the long -discussions 
that have been held, for any Government Member to get up : and say to 
tiie House what the Finance Member said is. I submit, extremely--T will 
not use a stronger word-—extremely discourteous. Now, Sir, I wish to 
0,10 su "?e , stion to the Honourable the Finance Member or rather to 
■Will ?' cirm -°nt of India, They-have shown discourtesy to this House, 
tiiey now save this House the further discourtesy of asking it to 
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consider this Bill further ? Let the Bill drop and lie where it does. 
(Some Honourable Members : No, no.) . After all. 

Mr. President: Order, order. The Honourable Member is now in¬ 
troducing a debatable matter. v , 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya I submit, Sir, that I am not going 
$o enter into the merits of the Bill. I only want to establish-the princi¬ 
ple that when the Government have acted, in this fashion in regard to a 
measure lik e the Bill before us, the least courtesy that they can .show and 
the. most sincere regret that they can express for having taken that action 
is that' they should not ask the Members of this House to spend any more 
time upon the Bill. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (United Provinces : Nominated Non- 
Official) : Sir, we all know the history of the Bill as it has been discussed 
in this House. Different speeches were made in the House and different 
decisions were arrived at but they have all been thrown out. We knew. 
Sir, as a matter of fact, that a substantive scheme was after all coming 
before the House with regard to which we were all trying to arrive at a 
unanimous decision. For this purpose we had laboured long both in this 
House and outside it. We had the debates postponed for several days. 
Now, Sir, all of a sudden we find that this Bill is dramatically dropped in 
this Session. The two statements which the Honourable the Finance 
Member has made to-day seem to me to be striking at the very root of 
the whole matter. He has said that the Government of India have not 
offered an affront to this House in any way and that they had no desire 
or intention whatsoever of doing so. The second statement that he made 
was that the Government of India have not withdrawn this Bill. We 
must accept both these statements as quite correct. I think, Sir, the 
very first statement that the Government of India had no intention what¬ 
soever to offer an affront to this House explains the whole thing. To 
my mind, there is a lurking suspicion that if the Government of India 
had no intention to withdraw this Bill and that they have not withdrawn 
it, then certain other influence has probably prompted them to take the 
action which they have taken in regard to this Bill. Whatever that in¬ 
fluence may have been and wherever the dictation might have come from, 
we do not know, unless it had been explained plainly to this House by 
the Honourable the Finance Member. But, Sir, the dignity of the Leader 
of the House who speaks on behalf of the Government is certainly lower¬ 
ed when he lays down a specific suggestion before the House to come to 
an agreement and when a settlement is going to be reached very soon, 
that all of a sudden he is thwarted in this matter. It lias been shown to 
the House that the Honourable the Finance Member who speaks on 
behalf of the Government and who was talking as a responsible officer 
has been thwarted in his scheme. 

Mr. President : I cannot allow the Honourable Member to proceed 
in this strain. He must accept the statement made by the Leader of 
the House. The Leader of the House had never even insinuated that he 
had been thwarted by any other authority. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : The Finance Member has said in 
very guarded words that the Government had no intention of withdraw¬ 
ing this Bill and that they have not offered any affront to the House. 
I take them at their face value and I accept his statement as it stands. 
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[Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan.] 

This very statement has to my mind revealed the whole state of 
affairs. (Laughter.) 

Mr. President : The Government of India have taken the fullest res¬ 
ponsibility for their action and the motion before the House calls into 
question that action. The Honourable Member is not entitled to go 
outside the terms of that motion. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : I accept that the Government of India 
have taken the fullest responsibility upon themselves. Of course, they 
could not do anything else. (Laughter.) To my mind, it appears that 
the action of the Government of India is a very undignified one. This 
leads the Honourable the Leader of the House to a very precarious plight. 
This action of the Government of India will lower the Leader o'f the 
House in the eyes of the world. If in future the Government of India 
should place any suggestion before the House, Honourable Members would 
not take them at their, word, because they would not, be sure whether the’ 
Government of India were speaking with r authority on the matter or riot. 
Therefore, I submit that this unconstitutional method requires condemna¬ 
tion by support of this motion. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That this House do now adjourn ”. 

The motion was adopted. ...... 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on 'Wednesday, 
the 14th September, 1927. 





LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, 14th September, 1927. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

11015*—23*. 

Liquidation of the Indraparastha Stores Limited, Delhi. 

1022. *Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (a) Is it a fact that the Indra- 
parastha Co-operative Stores, Delhi, was placed under liquidation about 4 
years ago ? 

(5) Have the Government received any complaints regarding delay 
in winding up the stores or regarding misappropriation of its funds during 
the unusually long period of liquidation ? 

(e) What steps do the Government propose to take to expedite the 
winding up of the Stores ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) There is no such Company 
as the Indraparastha Co-operative Stores, Delhi. There is, however, a com¬ 
pany styled Indraparastha Stores, Ltd., which went into voluntary liquida¬ 
tion by resolution of an Extraordinary General meeting held on the 9th 
January 1925, that is about 2 years and 8 months ago. 

(b) 'The only complaint received the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, 

is one dated 27th January 1927, against the liquidator of the company. 
This complaint was answered and returned in original to the complainant, 
Jagdhish Persliad, a contributory of the above 'company. 

{c) The Indian Companies Act, VII of 1913, prescribes no limit of 
time by which the winding up of a company should be completed. The 
liquidator hopes to complete the winding up of the company by the end 
of January 1928. The delay is said to be due to the non-realization of 
several decrees. In the case of voluntary liquidation the Government 
have no power under the Act to expedite the proceedings. 

Articles in the H in dust m Times entitled “ Lira in Rat sin a 

1023. *Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (a) Has the attention of the Gov¬ 
ernment been, drawn to the editorial notes under the heading ‘ ‘ Life in 
Raisina ” published in the Hindustan Times, Delhi, dated the 17th Feb¬ 
ruary 1937, and 27th March, 1927 ? 

(b) What action do the Government propose to take to remove tiie 
hardships and defects pointed out therein ? 

t Not put at the meeting, but the questions with their answers will be found at 
pages 4333—10 of these proceedings, , 
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The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : ( a ) Yes. 

( b) I have nothing to add to the reply given by me to Khan Bahadur 
Sarfaraz Hussain Khan’s question No. 1166 on the 25th March 1927. 

c 

Removal op the Main Electric Switchboard in some op “ D ” Class Quar¬ 
ters in New Delhi inside the Quarters. 

'1024. *Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (&•) Is it a fact, that the main 
switch of electricity in some of the “ D ” Class quarters at Raisina is in the 
verandah outside the quarter and can thus be easily shut off by thieves, 
etc., at night ? ., . .. 

(ft) When do the Government propose to remove it to some place inside 
the quarters ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a.) . Yes, this, is the 
case in nearly all bungalows and quarters. The switchboard is situated 
in Hie verandahs in order that the meter may be read without the meter 
reader entering the quarters to which the tenants usually strongly object. 

(5) Government do not propose to do this at present. 

Defects in “ D ” Class Quarters in-New Delhi.' 

1025. v Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (a) Is it a’‘fact that'in the' case 
of a burglary in the last winter the thieves entered.a D ” class quarter 
in the Albert Square in New Delhi by jumping over the low - outer wall of 
the courtyard and entered one of the. rooms : through the wide ventilator- 
(width 2 feet) without any obstacle ? • ■ /..■ , , 

(ft) Is it a fact that some of the doors of “ D ” .class'quarters are 
fitted with glass panes which are not required' as sufficient light can come' 
into the rooms through windows and• ventilators ?• ,. ■ , i( ■ ♦ ■ 

(c) Is‘it, also a fact that usually the thieves open the bolls inside by 

breaking the glass panes ? *. ■ ■ . '• 

(d) Are the Government .also aware,that the outer door, in the court¬ 
yard of some of the, “ D ” class quarters has got openings on all 1 the four 
sides (for want of wooden frame) which helps in ascending jhe walls and! 
makes .the house open to view 1 from outside even when it is closed ? 

(a). “When do the Government- < propose to- remove the •■ above-Your 
defects in some of the “ D ”-class' quarters to safeguard the life and pro-' 
perty of the residents ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) Government have 
no information.'* '' . . , \ f " 

(ft) Government understand • that glass-panes are fitted where light 
would be otherwise insufficient. ’ ' 1 

(<') Government have no information.. 

.'j OOVK have no chowkets, but Government under- 
- * no. that this does iioT p'fb'tTiiee "the defects asserted).. • \7Z. .T. 

(c) Government do not propose to take any further'action at present. 
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Replacement by Glass Windows op the Honey-combed Portions of the 
Bath Rooms in the “ D ” Class Quarters in Hew Delhi. 

1026. *Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : (a) Is it a fact that the hath 
rooms of " D ” class quarters in all the quarters except those newly built 
for the “ G ” point Post Office are provided with a honey-comb instead of 
a glazed window ? 

(6) Have the Government obtained the views of any medical officer 
as to whether it is safe for a person to bathe with warm water in winter 
in a bath room which is open to draughts from outside through honey¬ 
combs ? 

(c) Are the Government aware that almost all the residents have to 
shut up the honey-comb to protect themselves from cold wind ? 

(d) When do the Government propose to replace the honey-comb by 
glass windows to allow light into,the bath room at the same time affording 
protection from cold draughts when necessary ? 

(e) When do the Government propose to replace the bath room pipe 
by high shower and torrent bath pipe like those in the Indian clerks 
chummeries ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) Yes. 

(b ) No. The tenant can protect himself against draughts by covering 
the honey-combed portion by a small purdah on the inside. In order to 
render this possible and yet admit light all solid doors have been specially 
provided with glazing. 

(c) No, but,this is what Government suggest the tenants should do if 

they wish to do so. , 

(d) Government do not propose to effect- this replacement. 

(e) Government do not consider that this is necessary. 

Closing of the Water Pipes in the High Level Quarters in New Delhi 

' SOON AFTER 10-A.M. 

1027. -’Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah :‘(») Is it a fact that water pipes 
in the high level quarters in New Delhi close soon after 10 o’clock in the 
morning thus putting the residents to great inconvenience ? 

(Z>) iDo Government propose to take any steps to remove this incon¬ 
venience ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) and (5). Govern¬ 
ment understand that water pipes are open throughout the 24 hours 
of every day. 1 

Issue of Extra Furniture to Residents or “ D ” Class Quarters in New 

Delhi. 

1028. x Rao Bahadur M. C.' Rajah : (a) What articles of extra furni¬ 
ture are usually supplied if required by the residents of “ D ” class 
quarters in New Delhi ? 

(&) What is the rate of charges for each ? 

A 2 
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(r) Are the Government aware. that extra furniture is usually sup-, 
plied Aery late in the month of November or in December e\'en when it is 
requisitioned in October ? 

(cl)' Are the. Government aAvare that it causes a' good deal of incon¬ 
venience to those concerned and also loss of income -to GoAuiument ? 

(c) Do the GoA-ernment propose to instruct the authorities-concerned 
to issue extra furniture as soon as a quarter is occupied so that the extra 
hire may commence from the same date ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) and (b). The. list 
of articles of extra furniture and the rate of charges can be had on appli¬ 
cation to the Estate Officer, Delhi. _ _ 

( c ), (d ) and (e). It is not' the policy of Government to provide 
furniture in excess of the scale that has been laid doAvn. There iq r hoAveA'er, 
a surplus of certain articles and additional demands are met from this 
source as far as possible. This surplus is likely to be, exhausted in the 
near future in providing for replacements. In the circumstances furniture 
OA r er and aboA'e the scale referred toman only be issued if aA r ailable and 
certain articles may only become spare late in the season,: if at all. .. 

Fixing of Permanent Hanging Hooks in the : Walls ’ of-Quarters in 

Neav Delhi. , 

1029. *Rao Bahadur M. C. Raj all : (a) Are the Government aware 
that the Avails of quarters are spoiled every year by the/residents in their 
unsuccessful efforts to fix hanging hooks and nails in the walls ? 

'(b) To aA'oid unnecessary trouble and spoiling'of Avails do'the Gov¬ 
ernment propose to fix permanent hanging hooks in-the Avails or to indicate 
by lines, etc., on the Avails where they ean.be fixed •? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra. Nath Mitra : (a) and (b). The 
ansAver is in the negatfre. 

Difference in the Courses of Studies in the. Delhi and Simla Schools. 

1030. :): Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (a) Is'it a fact that the school 
courses of Delhi and’Simla schools are different 1'■ 

(b) In vieiv of the fact that the children of the Government of India 
employees have to move betAveen Simla and Delhi, - are GoA r ernment pre¬ 
pared to take steps to remove this trouble ? 

(c) Are the GoA-ernment vaware that -there is a • general complaint 
to the effect that the teachers-of-New Delhi schools find it difficult to 
give special attention to the boys that go there from Simla and join the 
schools for the winter only ? 

( d) Do the Government propose to issue instructions to the Inspectors 

of Schools to consider A T ery carefully, whether the difference in the course 
of studies in Delhi aiul Simla impedes the progress of the children of the 
Government of India employees ? : 

Mr. A. R, Dalai : (a) The courses differ to a small extent 

(b) Attempts are being, made to minimise the hardship. . 
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(c) , No. ... 

(d) No ; but the Honourable Member is referred to the answer to (b V. 

Extradition Proceedings against Sardar Diwan Singh,'Editor op the 

, ... Riyasail . ) 

1031. *Diwan Ohaman Ball (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the;complaint lodged against Sardar .Diwan Singh, 
Editor, Riyasat, by the Patiala State was lodged three years ago ? 

• (b) Is it a fact .that Colonel Minchin (Agent, Governor General, 
Punjab States) refused extradition proceedings three years ago for the 
same criminal complaint ? 

•i- (c) Will Government state-'if the. legal representative of Sardar 

Diwan Singh will be given an opportunity of being heard should extradition 
proceedings- be started hgaihst him before the Agent to the Governor 
General, Punjab States ? - , ■ ■ . • > " 

( d ) Is it fact that in' a cocaine smuggling case instituted against 
Sardar Diwan Singh it is stated in the judgment that " there is little 
doubt that 1 Diwan Singh was an eye-sore to the Patiala people....... All 

that is relevant- to this case is that Diwan Singh by; -writing such articles 
made himself a bitter enemy of the Patiala party... . (judgment acquitting 
Sardar Diwan Singh. Criminal case Lahore, No. 3j3, dated 5th January 
1923.) ?. * _ ., ■' . ^ ‘ . 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the answer I gave to Mr. B; Das’ question on the subject on the 
31st- Of August. ; ■ >'•> ■ • 

(6) No" such proceedings’have been traced. 

, ,(c) The Agent has to, satisfy himselfthat there is a pr.ima facie case 
against the.apcused and I have no doubt that any application from a duly 
empowered legal representative - of Sardar .Diwan Singh; to . be - heard on 
his behalf would receive the fullest consideration. , 

• (d) Government have not seen the judgment referred to.'• 

Appointment of a Technical Commission to examine the Gauge Problem 
, , relating to Railways. . . .. .... 

■ 1032. ' *Mr. E. F. Sykes : («) Are' the Government aware that the 
Aeworth Committee described the gauge problem as an urgent one and 
recommended the appointment-of a technical. Commission to examine it 1 

■(b) Do Government propose to appoint such' a Commission ? If so, 
when f 

Mr. A: AC L. Parsons ■: (a) Yes. ■ ■ - '• ” ’ 

(Z») When the' recommendation made in paragraph 181 of the Aeworth 
Committee’s Report was considered the Railway Board .were more-inclined 
to the views expressed by Sir Henry Burt in his minute of dissent, which 
I have no doubt the Honourable JI ember lias'read, namely, that, the gauge 
problem should be‘ dealt with as incidental do, and with regard to, the 
immediate necessities of each new project as it comes under consideration. 
It lias not been thought necessary to appoint a technical Commission to 
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examine the problem as a whole as Government liave held the view that 
the work of imp re vement and development on a systematic basis which is 
now going forward was of prior importance to a possibly academic examina¬ 
tion which might set up a competing demand for heavy expenditure on 
work of less pressing urgencjL The question of gauge is however examined 
with great care when new projects are being investigated and under 
present instructions new branches will ordinarily conform to the gauge 
of the parent line, except that'where expected traffic on a proposed branch 
does not warrant the use of the 5 ft. 6 inch standard gauge the 2 ft. 6 inch 
gauge will be adopted. ' ' ' 


Detention of State Prisoners under the Bengal Criminal Law Amend 

ment Act, 1925. ( 


1033. *Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Will the Government be 
pleased to state how many, of the State prisoners arrested under Regula¬ 
tion III of 1818 are being now detained' under the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1925 ? And on what grounds ? ' > 

(b) How many of these have been detained outside the Province of 
Bengal must be detained only in jails ? ' 

(c) Is it the law that persons detained -under the 'Bengal Criminal, 

Law Amendment (Supplementary) Act, >1925, outside the Province' of 
Bengal and in what jails ? ' ■ 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) I understand the Honourable 
Member’s question relates to the recent action taken to transfer certain 
State prisoners from Regulation III to forms of detention under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. Nine prisoners have been so 
transferred in the last few months. The ground for substituting orders 
under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act for warrants under 
Regulation III is, as explained by Sir Alexander Muddiman in his state¬ 
ment of the 21st March last, to which I would refer the' Honourable Member, 
that the former Statute furnishes means for gradually relaxing the degree 
of restraint to which the prisoners are subject. 

None of these are detained in jails outside Bengal, the object of 
the action taken being, as I have mentioned, that they should be released 
irom jail detention. 

(c) Yes. : ' q 

Mr, T. C. Goswami : Do I understand from the answer of the nonour- 
a e the Home Member that the prisoners so transferred are meant to 
oe released m a short time ? 

? cm0U1 [ a ^ e J* Crerar : The intention is that they should be 
~ e eased from the conditions of jail detention and placed uhder milder 
forms of restraint. 


. ,^°. swam * : What is the object of the milder forms of 
estramt, considering that they could run away if they wanted to ? 

question 7 1 baTC an answer to m - v Question ? I think it is a very serious 

restraint ?°^°wi abIe Crerar : The object of the milder forms of 

to initio-n+n i P rovi< i 1I1 B so far as necessary for the public security, 
mitigate the degree of restraint imposed upon the prisoners. 
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Mr. T. 0, Goswami : Do I understand that the Honourable the Home 
Member still thinks them to be dangerous people, people dangerous to 
public safety ? .. 

The Honourable Mr;. J. Grerar : That, Sir, is the justification for 
maintaining any restraint on them. 

Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : In answer to part (a), the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member was pleased to say that the reason for trans- 
lerring prisoners from Regulation III to the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act was that according to the latter law the prisoner was 
capable of being placed under gradations of restraint, but in answer to 
part (c) he said that when a prisoner was transferred outside his province, 
he was only to be kept in jail. Then why is it that in those particular 
cases when they are not capable of being placed under gradations of 
restraint they are transferred from Regulation III to the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act ? , 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The position is this. Under section 4 
of the Supplementary Act, the power is given to Local Governments, other 
than Bengal, to detain prisoners in jail. That power extends only to 
iail detention, and if it is desired to release a prisoner from jail detention 
and put him under milder forms of restraint, then he is ordinarily returned 
to the jurisdiction of the Government of Bengal. 

Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : In that case, the Honourable Member 
must know that there is no object in transferring a man from Regula¬ 
tion III to the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act when that man is 
transferred* outside the province. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar *. No, Sir, in most cases there Would 
be no object where a prisoner is detained outside the Presidency of 
Bengal. 

Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : Will the Honourable the Home Mem- - 
her kindly take it from me that in several cases prisoners were trans¬ 
ferred from Regulation III to the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act 
and at the same time they were transferred outside the province '/ My 
personal experience is such, and we were kept continually for 2 years 
and 10 months when there was no justification, as the Honourable Member 
says. o 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I am not quite sure that I quite 
understand the point placed by the Honourable Member, but the object 
of the provision which I referred to is this. If the Government primarily 
responsible,'the Government of Bengal, consider that in any particular 
ca«e, the detention may he reduced from jail detention to milder forms, 
if that is the conclusion arrived at, there is in most cases no object in de¬ 
taining a prisoner in a province other than his own province. When, 
therefore, these provisions are put into operation, the prisoner is bfought 
hack to Bengal and there subjected to milder forms of restraint. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : Is the Honourable Member aware that 
a large number of prisoners who were originally detained under Regu¬ 
lation III were subsequently specifically put under this Act and sent to 
Burma ? 
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The Honourable Mr.- J. Crerar Yes; Sir, that is true ; but, as I have 
said in the first part of my replyT I understood that the Honourable 
gentleman opposite was referring primarily to recent eases of transfer. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : May I know, Sir, what is this mild 
form of restraint and what is the object that the Government have in 
view ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I think, Sir, the Honourable Member 
will find this sufficiently explained in the provisions of the Act. , 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : I want to know what is the reason 
for the change into the milder forms of restraint. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I think I have already replied to 
that point. The reason for imposing milder forms of restraint is to 
mitigate the conditions of the prisoners concerned. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : No, Sir. I submit it is not an answer 
to my question—the object'of a milder form of restraint is to give a 
milder form of restraint. I want to know what the object is. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I really cannot take the Honourable 
Member’s point. Certainly the question which he put constrained me to 
give the reply which he indicates, namely, the object of milder forms 
of restraint is milder forms of restraint. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : I want to'know what is the ground 
upon which Government determine when a man is put under a severe 
form of restraint he must at a particular time be put under a particular 
form of restraint. Why is it that the Government want to* do it and 
what are the conditions upon which these milder forms of restraint are 
given ? What is the criterion ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The criteria are the facts and 
opinions formed by the Local Government with respect to the particular 
prisoner in question. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : Am I to take it that it is not the con¬ 
ditions of peace and order in the province, hut the particular conduct 
of the detenu that governs the situation ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : In‘their relation to the question of 
peace and order. o 

Removal of Mr. Satish Chandra Chakravarty, a State Prisoner, to 
Calcutta, to undergo Ayurvedic Treatment for Filariasis. 

103-k : ’Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (er) Is it a fact that Mr. 
Satish Chandra Chakravarty, Slate prisoner, now drained in Bassein Jail, 
contracted filaria while he Avas lhdng in a cell at Moulmein Jail ? 

eh) Is it a fact that his disease has been declared incurable under the 
Allopathic system by the different Jail Superintendents AA’hile he Avas at 
Mandalay and he Avas permitted thereafter to take recourse to Ayuiwedic 
treatment and that KaA'iraj Shyamadas Bacliaspati of Calcutta has giA r en 
him an a’-Miranee that if lie is kept under his treatment and pei’sonal 
supervision lie may reeoA-er completely and in fact Mr. Chakravartv has 
somewhat improved under the Itaviraj’s treatment ? 
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(c) Do the 'Government contemplate to bring Mr. Chakravarty to 
Calcutta and permit him facilities of personal visit and treatment by 
the said Kaviraj ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Grerar : I am making enquiries on the points 
raised by the Honourable Member and will inform him of the result. 

i * 

Grant of Temporary Permission to Mr. Bepin Behari Ganguly, a State 

Prisoner, to visit his Home. 

1035. ■'■Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : (a) Have the Government 
'received a petition from Mr. Bepin Behari Ganguly, a State prisoner now 
detained in Bassein Jail, praying for temporary permission to visit his home 
to protect his property, from being wrongly recorded in the name of other 
persons during the ensuing Cadastral Survey which is now proceeding in 
his district, his only brother who used to look after their affairs having 
died leaving only a helpless widow and a minor son ? 

(5) If so, are they prepared to grant his prayer ? 

The Honourable Mr. J, Grerar : (a) and (&). A petition has been 
received and is at present under consideration. 

Assam Bengal Railway Station at Sylhet Ghat. 

1036. *Mr. Sris Chandra Dutta : (a) Has the attention.of the ’Gov¬ 
ernment been drawn to the discussion held in a meeting of the Assam 
Legislative Council on the 20th July, 1927. over question No. 61. regarding 
the Assam Bengal Railway Station at Sylhet Ghat If so, will the Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to state if it is the general rule that the Assam Govern¬ 
ment cannot move in the matter of removal of grievances of the travelling 
public brought to their notice by the Members of the Legislative Council, 
unless those matters are in the first instance considered by the Railway 
Advisory Committee of the Assam Bengal Railway 1 Will the Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to define the relations between the said Railway and the 
Provincial Governments so far as the removal of grievances of the 
travelling public are concerned ? 

(5) Are the Government prepared to advise the Provincial Govern¬ 
ments whose jurisdictions are served by the Assam Bengal Railway to 
draw. the attention of the Agent of the said Railway Company to" the 
matter of removal of grievances of the travelling public and such other 
cognate matters which are brought before the meetings of the Provincial 
Councils ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state how many meetings 
of the Advisory Committee of the Assam Bengal Railw ay Company were 
held in 1926 and 1927 ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (5). Government have not yet seen 
the report of the discussion in the Assam Legislative Council referred to, 
and will send the Honourable Member a reply to parts («) and (5) of his 
question when the proceedings of the Assam Council for the 20th July 
1927 have been received. 

(’c) Three meetings of the Assam Bengal Railway Advisory Com¬ 
mittee were held in 1926. No meetings are yet reported in 1927. 
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Fencing op the .Lines on the Ratakhal-Lalabazar Railway and the 

SYLHET-KuLAURA BRANCH OP . THE ASSAM BENGAL RAILWAY. 

1037. *Mr. Sris Cliaii.dra Dutfca : Will the Government be pleased to 
state, the number ,of - run-over cases during' the years 1926. and 1927 by 
trains of cattle and men on the Katakhial-Laiabazar Railway line and the 
Sylhet-Kulaura Branch of the Assam Bengal Railway ? What steps do 
the Government propose to take for the.fencing, of the aforesaid lines ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The information is being collected and will 
be communicated to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Construction of the Habiganj Shaisthaganj Branch Line of the Assam 

Bengal .Railway. 

1038. *Mr. Sris Chandra Dutta : Will the Government he pleased to 

state when the construction of the Habiganj-Shaisthaganj • Branch "line of 
the Assam Bengal Railway is'proposed to be undertaken ? . • ■ ' 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The line has been sanctioned, and it is hoped 
that construction will start this year and ,be completed early in.1929. 

Humber.of Post Offices in the Districts o-f Sylhet and' Cachar. 

1039. *Mr. Sris Chandra Dutta : Will the Government be pleased to 
state the total number of Post Offices in the districts of Sylhet and Cachar i 
How many of them do not entertain peons and on what grounds ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The information has 
been called for and will be furnislied to the Honourable''Member in due 
course. • , ■ ‘ ' 

Enhanced Railway Freight on Salt fr6m the Salt Mines at Warcha 

in the District of Shahpur. 

1040. ' Mr. M. S. Anev (a) Will the Government be pleased to 

state whether the Railway Board has imposed any enhanced rate of rail¬ 
way freight on salt from the salt mines at Warcha in the District of 
Shahpur ? 1 , 

(h) If so, will the Government be pleased to state • 

(f) since when the enhanced rate was introduced,' 

0*0 what was the .previous rate, 

(m) what is the enhanced rate and from wliat station and for 
what distance ? . ' 

.. the Government be . pleased to state what is the rate of 

railway freight for salt from the salt mines at Khewra in the District 
of Jhelum ? 


• ^ Government he pleased to explain the reasons for im¬ 

posing different rates of railway freight for the same article on the 
otate-owned and State-managed Railway line ? 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to give the figures showing the 
quantity of salt and the amount realised for railway freight on salt 
•!Horn Warcha railway station to stations beyond a distance 
or 100 miles for each month from 1st January 1927, to 31st July 1927 1 

fMii/* £ re Government aware that the imposition of enhanced railway 
vnrLl?? salt from the Warcha salt mines has been prejudicial to the 
mption of Warcha salt and facilitated the import of salt from the 
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Khewra mines in parts where salt from the Warcha mines was normally 
sold and consumed ? < < < 

(g) If the answer be ih'the affirmative, will the Government be pleased 
to state what steps they propose to take to prevent the trade and consump¬ 
tion of Warcha salt being prejudicially affected by the continuance of 
enhanced railway freight ? . 1 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : As the answer is a very long 
one, I propose, with the Honourable Member’s permission, to lay it on 
the table. 

(а) The ^Railway 'Board have not imposed any enhanced rates. 

The enhancement was made by the North-Western Railway. 

(б) ( i ) The enhanced rate was introduced from 1st June 1927. 

(ii) The previous rate was as follows : 

For the first and up to 100 miles .. .380 pies per maund per mile. 
For extra distances above 100 miles .220 pies per maund per mile, 
but not exceeding 300 miles to be 
added to the ' charge for 100 
miles. 

For extra distances above 300 miles .130 pies per maund per mile, 
but not exceeding 600 miles to be 
added to the charge for 300 
miles. 

For extra distances above 600 miles .110 pies per maund per mile, 
to be added to the charge for 600 
miles. 

(Hi) The enhanced rate which applies from Warcha is as follows : 
For the first and up to 150 miles .. .380 pies per maund per mile. 

For extra distances above 150 miles, .333 pies per maund per mile, 
but not exceeding 250 miles to be 
added to the charge for 150 
miles. 

For extra distances above 250 miles, .200 pies per maund per mile, 
but not exceeding 500 miles to be 
added to the charge for 250 
miles. 

For extra distances above 500 miles,- .130 pies per maund per mile, 
but not exceeding 700 miles to be 
added to the charge for 500 
miles. 

For extra distances above 700 miles .100 pies per maund per mile, 
to be added to the charge for 700 
miles. 

(c) The rates described in the answer to (6) (ii) still apply to salt 
despatched from Khewra. 

(d) The enhancement is due to the cost incurred in working the 
branch line between Gunjyal and Warcha, but it was at the instance of 
the Central Board of Revenue that the enhancement was made to fall upon 
long distance traffic and not upon local traffic. The Board’s motive was 
to attempt to discourage an excessive demand for Warcha Salt, coupled 
with a reduced demand for Khewra salt, from places to reach which Warcha 
salt has actually to pass Khewra ; this peculiarity in demand was causing 
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serious practical difficulties,.to the-Salt Department; :--The Board was'un¬ 
willing to meet tlie problem by raising the issue price of Warcha salt, since 
such a course would have affected local markets adversely as well as the 
more distant markets. . . ' 

( e ) and (/). A reference is reported 1 to have been made to the Rates 
Advisory Committee, and the information asked for will .doubtless become 
available in the course of the enquiries made by that Committee. 

( g ) The action to be taken by the Railway Board or Government upon 
the result of the reference to the Rates Advisory Committee cannot be 
anticipated now ; but it is fair to let it be known that if the rates for long 
distance traffic from Warcha . and Khewra are again equalised, it may¬ 
be thought necessary to find other means to discourage, the 4 excessive 

diversion of the demand for salt from Khewra to Warcha. 1 ' 

: . .... Vi', ome--/ jv:. or J 

PROHIBITION AGAINST OFFICERS OF THE INDIAN -MEDICAL- DEPARTMENT 

joining the Anglo-Indian and Domiciled European''Association. 1 - 1 

1041. *Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : (a) Will the" Government 
please state if it is a fact that officers of the Indian Medical Department 
are debarred from joining an avowedly non-political body,,.tlie ,Anglo : 
Indian and Domiciled European Association, All-India and .Burma, oh the 
plea that it is contrary to militaiy law ? ' ' ' ' , ' ‘. 

( b ) Is it a fact that military officers and men are allowed to/be, mem¬ 

bers of other similar Associations, e.g., Masonic Lodges, the Y. M. C. A.-, 
the Ex-Services Association, etc. ? ; ' 

(c) Will the Honourable Member please inform me’if there is any 

evidence to show that officers of the Indian-Medical Department; who,were 
members of the Anglo-Indian and Domiciled European Association till 
October 1924, were, at any time, drawn to movements of a political 'character 
which necessitated the issuing of the circular No. 476|3612-B:-3641-B., 
dated 16th October, 1924, by the Director-General, Indian Medical Service, 
to the Surgeon Generals with the Local Governments ?' '\1 

(cl) Is the Honourable Member aware of the fact ..that - most of the 
officers of the Indian Medical Service, the Royal Army Medical Corps aiid 
the Royal Air Force Medical Corps,, are members of tlie-British! Medical 
Association ? • 

(e) Do Government intend to take immediate .steps to prohibit these, 
officers from being members of the British Medical.Association, . , 

(/) H the reply to part ( e ) is in-the negative" will the Honourable 
Member please state why a privilege is allowed to the superior offices which 
is denied to the subordinate services . , 

Mr. G. M. Young : ( a ) Members of the Indian Medical Department 
are debarred by the operation of paragraph 203 of the Regulations for 
the Army in India from membership of the'Anglo-Indian and Domiciled 
Luropenn Association. In the view of the Government-' of India,-the 
association is not. an .entirely non-political body. 1 

■ (ft) Military personnel are permitted to Lecome members of • the 
institutions mentioned by the Honourable Member : but he appears to 
be begging tlie question when lie calls those institutions ‘‘ similar 

(r) There is no evidence of the kind suggested. 1 The 1 letter was 
issued because it was brought to notice that, under Regulations, militai'y 
personnel are debarred from joining the Association. -• 
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(d) Yes. 

(e) No. 

(/) So far as I am aware there is nothing to prevent members of 
the Indian Medical Department from, joining the British Medical As¬ 
sociation, provided that they are eligible under the rules of that 
Association. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Does military law permit of army 
officers becoming members of Trade or Labour Unions 0 If not, will 
the Honourable' Member please state why military medical commissioned 
officers are (permitted to join the British Medical Association, which is 
entirely a Labour Union of the first order ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I must ask for notice of the first part of the 
question. The second part is a question that does not really concern 
the Government of India, as the British Medical Association is a body 
in the United Kingdom. . , 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Are officers of the Army in India 
members of, the British Medical Association in the United Kingdom 7 

Mr. G. M. Young : Yes, Sir. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Then, 1 is it right or is it permitted 
by military law for these officers of the Army to be members of a 
Labour Union anywhere—in the United Kingdom or India 1 

11042*—1047*. 

Y 

Number or the Depressed Classes in each British Province. 

1048. "Mr. M. S. Aney : Will the Government be pleased to state 
the number of persons belonging to what are styled as depressed classes 
in each British Province according to the census of 1921 7 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The Honourable Member is referred 
to page 225 of the Census of India, 1921, Volume I, Part I. A copy of 
this Report is in the Library of the Assembly. 

Number oe the Depressed Classes employed in the Police Force in 

each Province. 

1049. "Mr. M. S. Aney : What is the numerical strength of depressed 
class men in each of the British Provinces in the Police force 7 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Recruitment to the provincial police 
forces is a function of the Local Governments, and the Government of 
India are not in possession of information on the point. , t 

Exclusion of the Depressed Classes from the Police Force. 

1050. ’'Mr. M. S. Aney : (a) Is it the policy of the Government not to 
employ members of the depressed classes in the public service in 
general and the police service in particular, so long as the depressed 
classes are not treated as on an equal footing by all sections of the Hindu 
community 7 

f Ndt put at the meeting:, but tlie questions and the answers thereto will be found at 
pages J dlG—IS of these proceedings. 
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(b) WiLl the Government be pleased to state clearly whether‘it has 
issued instructions to the Local Governments in general and the Punjab 
Government in particular, to exclude the depressed classes altogether 
in the recruitment of the provincial police force on the ground that 
their employment for the present will impair the efficiency of the police 
service and he not in the best interest of the composition of the police' 
force ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) No. 

(6) The Government of India have issued no such instructions. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : May I bring to the notice of the Honourable 
Member that in reply to a question put on this point' the Punjab Gov-- 
ernment have stated that recruitment of the depressed classes, to the 
police service is not possible so long as they are not treated, on a footing 
of equality by the Hindus ? . i 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I am afraid ^ have not seen the 
answer to which the Plonourable Member refers. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : 'Will the Honourable Mernbei* make inquiries in the 
matter ? ■ , ; 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : As I have already explained, the 
recruitment to the provincial police force is a matter, within the discre¬ 
tion of the Local Governments and I consider it unnecessary to ask 
for reports from the Local Governments on that point. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : Am I to understand the Honourable Member’s 
meaning'to be'that the Provincial Governments .are at liberty .to depart 
from the general policy laid down by the Government of .India in the 
matter of recruitment ? . 

The Honourable Mr. J, Crerar : No, Sir ; if there’is any general 
policy regulating the matter. .... 

tlOol*—1052* ■ 

Hindu-Muslim Riots since 1920. 

1053. :1: Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : Will the Government be.pleased 
to place a statement on the table giving the following particulars regard¬ 
ing Hindu-Muslim riots since 1920 : • 

(a) date of riot, (b) place, (c) cause of the riot, 

(d) number and nature of the .casualties on each side, • , 

( c ) legal proceedings taken in its connection, (f) > the ■ result of 
such proceedings ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar :1 regret that the Government have 
not got the full information which the Honourable Member asks for and 
its collection would involve elaborate enquiries all over India. I think 
however he will find that the statement laid on the,.table of this House 
on the 18th August. 1926, together with the statement which I now lay 
on the tabic showing details of occurrences from the beginning of 1926 

i Not put ht the mooting, but the questions, ana the answers thereto will be found at 
p:tp.-. R —19 ti, csc proceedings. 
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up to date will give him a clear view of the number and nature of these 
unfortunate conflicts in recent times : 


Place 

o£ 

occurrence. 


Casualties. 


Cause of disturbance. 


1926. 

lat February Agra City, United 1 person roughly 
1926. Provinces. handled by hooli¬ 

gans. 

7tb February Madhi in Pathardi 6 persons slightly 
Mahal, Ahmedna- injured, 
gar district, Bom¬ 
bay. 


11th February Barondi, Ratnagiri 1 killed and 21 in- 
district, Bombay. jured. 


12th/13th April Rewari, Punjab 


2nd to 15th Calcutta 
April. 


1 killed, several 
injured. 


Dispute over a building called the 
temple of Kambhoba or Dargah 
of Hazrat Shah Ramzan in 
which both Hindus and Muham- 
madanB have in past claimed and 
exercised rights. 

Alleged playing' of music before 
mosques by Hindu procession on 
Maha Shivratrl day. 

Cause alleged to be playing of music 
before mosque by Hindu 
marriage procession. A Muham¬ 
madan crowd also attempted to 
take a corpse in procession 
through main bazar. 


46 killed and 676 The playing of music before mosque 
injured. by a Hindu procession. 


14th/16th April Sassaram, Shaha- 2 killed and 15 
, had, B. and O. injured. 


22nd April to Calcutta 
9 th May. 


67 killed and 395 
injured. 


Tho trouble originally arose out of 
an individual quarrel between a 
Hindu and a Muhammadan 
followed by an attack on a ga¬ 
thering of Hindus and later the 
looting of shops. 

The tense feeling resulting from the 
previous (vide above) rioting had 
not died down. The immediate 
cause of renewal of hostilities 
was a brawl between some 
Hindus and Muhammadans. 


17th to 26th 
May. 


Kharagpur, Bengal Casulaties believed , Ploying of music before a mosquo 
* v to be 11 killed | bv a Hindu funeral procession. 


to be 11 killed 
and 32 injured. 


1 st June .. Hajinagar Paper 40 injured 
Mills, 25 miles 
north of Calcutta. 


14th/15th June Rawalpindi City 


<16 killed 
injured. 


and 00 


by a Hindu funeral procession. 

Objeption by Hindus to a Muham¬ 
madan passing a Hindu temple to 
fetch water. 

Communal tension arising out of 
resentment of Muhammadans 
over the leasing of land in close 
proximity to the Jama Masjid 
for purposes of a cinema and the 
alleged playing of music by a 
r " Sikh procession while passing the 
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occurrence. 


Casualties. 


Cause of disturbance. 


22nd June 
22nd June 


Do. 


Do. 


23rd June 


Do. 


24th June 


Do. 


Damoli, C. P. 

A village in Dar- 
hhanga District. 

Jhusi village near 1 
Allahabad. 

Maksudpur, Thana 
Katra, MuzaSar- 
pur District.' 

Singhasan Benia- 
patti Thana, Dar- 
bhanga District. 

Shankarpur, Sur- 
sand Thana. Sita- 
rnarhi Sub-Divi- ■ 
sion, Jluzaffar- 
pur District. 

Bihar Sub-division 

Gaya .. .. 

Sihali, Bara Banki 
District, U. P. 


192G. 

7 injured ■.. Bakr-Id celebrations. 

4 or 5 slightly in- ! Ditto, 

j ured.' " • 

1 killed and' 9 Ditto, 

injured. 

4 injured ■ • ! Ditto. 


4 killed 


No injuries report- Bakr-Id celebrations, 
ed. 


Gobindpore, Gaya 
Distrcit. 


Katra Thana, Mu- 
zaflnrpur District. 


9 injured 


3 killed G2 injured 


Riot-with murder: 
number of casual- 
ties not reported. 

2 persons injured 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Bakr-Id celebrations. Hindus at¬ 
tempted to stop cow sacrifices by 
force. , , 

Bakr-Id celebrations.' Immediate 
cause was the knocking down of 
a man by a run-away tonga in 
Khari Baoli. 

Bakr-I l celebrations. 


1st to 7th July Palma, Bengal .. 23 injured 


15th July .. Karachi 


11th and 15th 
to 25th July 


21st July 
21 st August 


Calcutta 


11 injured 

28 killed and 226 
injured. 


The immediate cause is believed 
, to be the taking . of,a Hindu. 
' procession.' with music past a 
mosque. 

Alleged annoyances to some Hindus 
by a Jew convert to Islam. 

Disturbances in' connection with 
Hindu religious Hath Jatra and 
Raj 'Rajeswrin processions and 
the Muhnrram celebrations. 


Purnen, B. and O. 1 person injured Mhuarrnm celebrations. 


Andnrsnl, Taluka 
Yeola, District 
Nn«ik, Bombay. 


Few persons injur¬ 
ed slightly. 


Plaving of music before n mosque 
by n Hindu procession. 
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Plaoo 
• of 

occurrence. 


Casualties. 


Cause of trouble. 


27th August Delhi 


.. I 50 persons injured 


■5th September Kidderpore, 

Gardens Reach, 
Calcutta. 

6 th September Madhi, Pathardi 

Mahal, AhmeA- 
nagar, Diatriot 
Bombay. 

8/10th Septem- Dacca City,Beng»l 
ber. 

16th Ootober Calcutta 
Do. .. Howrah 


23rd December | Delhi City 


13 'injured (1 
seriously). 


11 persons injured 
slightly. 


8 killed and 72 in- 
jured. 


The immediate cause was a quarrel 
between a Hindu Bank chaprassi 
and a Muhammedan shopkeeper 
who was instrumental in bring¬ 
ing about the dismissal of the 
former. 

Playing of music before a mosque 
by a Hindu religious (Janmasta- 
mi) procession. 

Dispute in connection -with a Hin¬ 
du bullock procession in 
celebration of the annual * Pola. ’• 
festival. 

Janmastami festival celebrations. 


None reported .. Dasahra celebrations. 


1 killed and 20 in¬ 
jured. 

1 killed and 4 in¬ 
jured. 


Disturbances following the murder 
of Swami Shradhanand. 




1927. , , 

• 

1st February 

Kaganarai vil¬ 
lage, North Aroot, 
Madras. 

1 killed and 7 
wounded. 

I7th February 

Abdulpur in Baha- 
durganj town, 
Ghaziput District, 
U-P. 

1 killed and 16 
injured. 

1 

20th February 

Bombay City 

1 killed and 30 
injured. 

2nd March .. 

Ponahalia, KLul- 
kati, Barisal Dis¬ 
trict, Bengal. 

■17 killed and 12 
injured. 

23rd March .. 

Badlapur, Than*. 
District, Bombay. 

25 injured 

29th Maroh .. 

Larkana, Bombay 

1 killed and 68 
taken to hospital. 
(Numbor of other 
injured persons 
who are Btatod 
to have been 
treated by pri¬ 
vate practition¬ 
ers is not 

known). 


Ill-feeling between a wealthy Mu¬ 
hammadan Mittadar and a weal¬ 
thy Hindu ryot. 

r 

Immediate cause was a quarrel be¬ 
tween a Muhammadan and a 
Hindu Halwai oyer the prepara¬ 
tion of some food. 


Music before mosque. 
Procession before mosque. 


Trouble arising out of a 
Muhammadan procession. 

Dispute between Hindus and Mu¬ 
hammadans over the possession 
of a woman Dnd 3 hoys. 
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Date. 

Place 
- ■ of 

occurrence. 

Casualties. 

Cause of trouble. 

. ‘ » J .Jl * - 

-10th/l 1th Ap¬ 
ril. 

Aligarh 

40 injured ’ ... 

J 

■Dispute between Musliin ekka 
drivers and Hindu parao con¬ 
tractors. 

3rd May 

Surat, Bombay .. 

1 killed and 68 in¬ 
jured. 

Music before mosque. 

3/7th May .. 

Lahore ' ■ ‘. 

27 killed and 272 ; 

injured. < 

:.-i r. • 

Tension between the two' partieB 
• was already acute. The actual 
outbreak was occasioned by a 
chance quarrel . between a Mu- 
- hammadan and two Sikhs. 

11th June 

Dinapur, B. and O. 

1 killed and 4 in- < 
jured. j 

Cow sacrifice. '1 

! 

3/4thJuly .. 

Some villages in 
Melierpur Sub¬ 
division, Madia ; 
District, Bengal. 

3 killed, '1 ‘mis-' 
sing and 4' injur¬ 
ed by gunshot 
• and several others 
reported injured.' 

Communal ill-feeling' culminating 
in attack by one party upon the 
other party’s village, and counter- 
■ - attack by the other party. ' ' 

10th July 

Sholapur, Bombay 

43 injured -' ' .. 

Clash between Hindu Rath pro¬ 
cession and Muhammadan Mu- 
harram Tiger procession. 

Do. 

Faizpur, East ! 

Khandcsh, Bom¬ 
bay. 

1 killed and 7 
injured. 

Music beforo mosque. 

< 

Do. 

Bareilly, XT. P. .. 

36 injurred 1 

Muliarrrim celebrations. 

11th July 

Murawan in Unao 
District, U. P. 

1 killed and 13 
injured. 

Ditto. . , 

11/14th July.. 

Multan, Punjab 

12 killed and 18 
injured. 

Ditto. ' 

13th July 

Sandila in Hardoi 
District, XJ. P. 

' 8 injured 

1 * '' ...... 

Ditto. 

About 13 th 
July (exact 
date not 

specified). 

Ballia, XJ. P. 

Few injured (num¬ 
ber riot reported). 

, Ditto. , t 

2 nd August .. 

Bettiah town, 

Chnmparan Dis¬ 
trict, B. and 0. 

- 13 killed and 80 
wounded. 

Maliabiri procession. 

• r 

4th August .. 

Basim in Akola, 
C. P. 

1 killed and' 60 
injured treated 
at hospital. 

Friction arising out of Muharram 
celebrations and cow sacrifice. 

15th August .. 

Karcpatan, Deo- 
gad Taluka, 

Ratnagiri District, 
Bombay. 

4 injured ‘ .. 

Gokul Ashtami celebrations. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


4311 


Date. 

Place 

of 

occurrence. 

Casualties. 

Cause of trouble. 

19th August 

Comilla, Bengal 

2 killed and 33 
injured. 

Music before a mosque. 

Do. 

Mohamdi in 

Kheri District, 
U. P. 

About 14 injur¬ 
ed (exact num¬ 
ber not known). 

“ Chehlum "* and “ Janmastami ” 
celebrations coinciding. 

21st August .. 

Ichauli, Police 
Circle, Tikati- 

nagar, 34 miles 
from Barabanki, 
U. P. 

i 7 injured 

/ , 

“ Ramdol ” procession. 

23rd August 

Delhi .. 

J 

i ' 

About 10 injured 
(exact number 
not known). 

• 

l A Hindu died as the result of an 
attack in the train on the 
night of 21st/22nd Anhgnst by 
a robber whose identity is not 
known. Rumour spread that 

hiB assailant was a Muhammadan 
and this led to disturbances dur¬ 
ing the funeral procession. 

28th August 

Bareilly, U. P. .. 

13 killed and 107 
injured admitted 
to hospital. 

Procession passing a mosque. 

29th August 

Cawnpore, U. P. 

1 killed and 56 
injured. 


4tb September 

Nagpur 

19 killed and 123 
injured admitted 
^to hospital. 

Trouble in connection with a 
Muhammadan procession. 

ll/12th Sep¬ 
tember. 

t f 

Sholapur, Bombay 

5 killed and 66 
injured (exact 

number not 

known). 

* 


, Playing of Music before or near Mosques. 

r , 

1054. • Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava, : "Will the Government be pleased 
to lay on tlie table copies of the orders passed by various Government 
authorities in various places relating to the stoppage of or placing restric¬ 
tions upon the playing of music before or near mosques ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Any orders of this nature would 
ordinarily be passed by the local authorities in exercise of the powers 
conferred on them by section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code and 
the provisions of the Police Act. Government have no copies of such 
orders which are passed in relation to particular local circumstances. 

Quarrel due to the Playing of Music before Mosques. 

1055. *Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : 'Will the Government be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement of the places where quarrels have taken 
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place on the question of music before mosques, the date of the quarrel, 
the origin of the quarrel, the number and nature of casualties bn each 
side, the proceedings taken by the Government and their results ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Grerar : I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the answer I have just given to his question No. 1053. 

Provision of Employment under Government for Clerks, etc., of the 
..... , . . Army .Canteen Board. 

1056. *Rao Bahadur M. G. Rajah : (a) Is it a fact that the Army 
'Canteen Board (now in liquidation) was a company guaranteed by .the. 
'Government of India! f ' ' 

(b) Have the Government taken any steps'; to ehsttre. that those 
•clerks, etc., that have rendered useful services to the Bohrd for several 
years are not thrown out of service -without being provided elsewhere in 
other Government' Departments Where their experience ■ can he Utilised f- 
If s&, what stops,'and will those that hare crossed the limit of 25 years 
ol age be debarred from joining other Government departments as 
being over age ? . 

, (c) Will the employees of the Canteen Board, when appointed in other 
departments of the Government, be granted any advance increments or 
special personal pay so that thej r may not have to start from the bottom 
-of a- time-scale after several years of service in a quasi-Governnient 
office ? ’ • , . 

(d) Wliat efforts have the, Government so far made to..have the.,Indian 
clerks of the Board absorbed in permanent vacancies in the Indian Corps 
of Clerks and other military offices and with what result ? 

( c ) Are the Government prepared to reserve some of the future 
vacancies in the office of the Military Accountant General for suitable 
accounts clerks of the Board’s office ? If not; whj 1 - not ? , , 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Yes. • ' . ; 

(6) to (e). The terms of agreement under which these men were 
employed in the Army. Canteen Board definitely laid .down that employ¬ 
ment was terminable at one month’s notice. Government cannot there¬ 
fore accept, any direct'responsibility in the matter of itheir future employ¬ 
ment nor can they grant any general exemption from the ordinary rules 
or reserve vacancies expressly for them in any office. They are, how¬ 
ever, doing what they can to help individuals and teti Indian ex¬ 
employees of the Board have already obtained employment hi Govern¬ 
ment offices. . ' 


" ; • BurglaRiEs in NfW Delhi. ’ 

' 3057. *Rao Bahadhr M. C. Rajah : (a) Is-it a fact that there is a 

general complaint of the residents of New Delhi'regarding tlte frequent 
burglaries that have taken place there during the last- 12 months ? 

(6) Do the Government propose to issue instructions fdr granting 
more freely licences for'gttns and pistols for defensive purooses to the 
.residents of the city f . • .. 
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' r The Honourable Mr. 3. Crerar : .(.a) Certain, complaints of this 
nature, have been, received. •» •) • v '-■•u.-.d-rl 

(&) I would refer the Honourable Member to the answer given by 
me on the 22nd August to a similar .question- by Mr. ,G. P. Singh. • 

!,i[ i' ‘ ‘ • t\ 'h>‘> Jr.'n y, • , :■ .1-t.- ■; + 

•Filling op Second Division Temporary and Officiating Vacancies'In 
- ; r .... . , Army .Headquarters., ; r ■: yr 

1058. *Rao Bahadur M. d. Rajah*: '(a.y WiU the'Government please 
state the ! number of 'second, division temporary And officiating* vacancies 
for which candidates . were requisitioned by. the > various branches - of; the 
Army Headquarters.from the Establishment Officer from the 1st .November 
1926 to '30th.June 1927'? ‘ ' ' ' ' ' ' 


(6) In how many of these vacancies were unpassed candidates 
appointed and ho\v many of them (unpassed men) were Muslims and 
how many Hindus?, ... . ■. r v - ... - . 


: Mr. XJ; M. Young : (a) 163. ' •• . ! • '• 

(&) 82. 46 of these were Hindus and 25 Muslims. 

' , 11059*--1061% ’’ 1 . ^ ’ • ’ ,1, „;; 

... V ' QUESTIONS-. NOT ‘ PUT' WITH ANSWERS -TO. THE SAME. 

Names of Informers who supply Information to Government in regard 
' * to Indians residing in Afghanistan. Russian Territory- ‘ ' * 

•' and Persian Territory. ' : 


1015.. *Diwan ,Chaman i»allWill .Government .state, the names of non- 
Indian dr other informers w r ho supply the Government with informa¬ 
tion : 

i' - ; *. • , i „ ■ x . i . . ' ‘ * • < 

■ (a), from Afghanistan,.; ..... 

(&•) from Russian territory, and- < ■ : 


: . (a ).-from Persian territory, 

in regard to Indians residing in those countries ? ! : 

Sir Denys Bray': I ain not quite sure of the Honourable Member(s 
purport. If he desires to know how to get news of Indians abroad, His 
Majesty’s representatives, who endeavour to keep in -touch, with all 
British subjects, British Indian subjects of course included, are always 
ready to exercise their good offices on their behalf. If his question refers 
to sources of information of any other kind, I regret’’I am unable to make 
any statement. - " •• -‘' t: -- '< ’ 

Representation of Muslims'in Non-Gazetted’ Appointments in - the 

Archaeological Department. / • 


1016. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) -Will .the Government be 
pleased to state what is the total strength of the non-gazetted appointments 
both clerical and technical in the Archaeological Department and how’many 
of them are held by Moslems ? • 


I Not put at the meeting, but the questions and answers thereto will.be found-tit 
pages 4319—21 of these proceedings. 
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(&) How many new non-gazetted appointments ! both clerical and 
technical were created in the Department during the- last three years and 
how .many were given to Moslems ?. ... 

(b) Do Government .propose to increase, the number of Moslems in 
the Department in making future appointments both clerical and techni- 

cal . •. . . . . 

Mr. A. It. Dalai : (c) There are 129 non-gazetted appointments in the 
Archaeological Department of which 28 are held,by Moslems. 

( b ) From the beginning of the year 1925, 25 posts were filled in the 

Department out of which 5 were given to' Moslems. br, . ■ 

(c) Yes, provided that suitable qualified applicants are forthcoming. 

European and Indian Rail Motor Drivers on the Kalka-Simla Railway. 

1017. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Will Government kindly state 
the strength of rail motpr drivers on the, Kalka-Simla Railway ? How 
many of them are Europeans and how many of them are Indians ? 

(5) Is it a fact that there is differentiation between, the grades of 
European rail motor drivers and Indian rail motor drivers, as‘well as 
in the uniforms supplied ? Is it a fact that a European rail motor driver 
starts on Rs. 215 and goes up to Rs. 325, rising by Rs. 15 annually, whereas 
an Indian rail motor driver starts on Rs. 100 and goes up to.Rs. 175 only, 
rising by Rs. 10 annually ? Is it a fact that a European rail motor driver 
gets double uniform of what is supplied to an Indian rail motor driver ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the nature of the duties between the two grades of 

fail motor drivers is exactly the same but the differentiation is only a racial 
one 1 ' 

(d) Is it a fact that one of the rail motor drivers in the European 

rail motor driver’s grade is an Indian Christian and that for the sake of 
religion he has been given the European grade ? . . 

(c) Are Government aware that there is considerable heartburning 
amongst Indian rail motor drivers on account of. this invidious distinction 
ni the grades ? Are Government also aware that, some of the Indian rail 
motor drivers know English very well, and are well educated ? 

... (/) ,-^F e Government prepared to consider the desirability of relaxing 
this invidious distinction in the- grades and making all the grades equal, 
so that those Indian drivers who have got the necessary literacy in 
jiiglish qualifications and do the same work as Europeans may have 
equal chances of promotion ? i 

Honourable Memb ^ >arSons * * am obtaining the information for the 


Grant of a Local Allowance to the Postmen of Simla. 

nt SiiT Mnhami ? ad Yalaib : (a) R it a fact that the postmen 

OfficS in JS? same scale of pay as the postmen of the first class Head 

high cost of liv^g at sFmM? D ° thin? extra to compensate them for the 
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(Z>‘) Do Government propose some compensatory allowance for Simla 
postmen equal to that given to the clerks of the Telegraph Depart¬ 
ment 9 

(c) Ts it a fact that no local allowance is given to the postmen of Simla 
while other departments of the Government, including the post office clerics, 
are in the enjoyment of the same 9 If the answer is in the negative, will 
the Government be pleased to state the reason for not giving a local 
allowance to the postmen at Simla ? 


Memorial of the Postmen of Simla. 

1021. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Was any memorial received by the 
Director General of Posts and Telegraphs in India from the postmen of 
Simla 9 If so, what action was taken on it 9 If no action was taken, 
what was the reason 9 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I propose with your 
\permission, Sir, to answer questions Nos. 1018 and 1021 together as they 
relate to the same case. The postmen at Simla are on the same scale of 
pay as those in the other 1st class Head offices in the Punjab and North 
West Frontier Circle, but whereas the former are provided with free 
quarters, the latter are given a house rent allowance of Rs. 5 a month. 
In none of the cases is a compensatory allowance granted. The postmen 
at Simla have submitted memorials to the Director-General on the sub¬ 
ject of their emoluments and these are being considered in connection 
with a general scheme for the revision of the emoluments of such officials 
at all places where such a revision has not recently been carried out. 

The answer to part (c) of question No. 1018 is in the affirmative, but 
as already pointed out. the postmen in Simla are provided with free quar¬ 
ters while clerks of the post office and other Government departments 
do not enjoy this concession. 

Privilege Leavb of Postmen. 

1019. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Are postmen entitled to one 
Month’s privilege leave every year like the other Government servants 9 
If not, why not 9 

Mr. H. A. Sams : No Government servant is ‘ entitled ’ to leave. 
Postmen like other Government servants in superior service earn every 
year privilege leave or leave on average pay, according as they havte 
elected to remain under the Civil Service Regulations or to come under 
the Fundamental Rules. 

System of sending Cash from the Head Post Office in Simla to the Sub- 

Post Offices. 

1020. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) What is the system of sending 
cash from the Head Post Office in Simla to the Sub-Post Offices 9 

(b) Why is not the cash given in leather bags sealed by the Postmaster 
of the Head Post Office, to be opened by the Sub-Postmaster of the Sub- 
Post Office 9 
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• - (c) What are tlie arrangements for -the protection and safety of . the 

■ postinen and the cash when it is taken by a' postman to distant places like 

Mashobra f . • 

(d) Do Government provide conveyance for the postmen when they 
have to take money to places over 5 miles 7 If not, why not 1 

IHr. H. A. Sams : (a) Cash is remitted in sealed bags through the 
post and loose through head postmen and dverseers.' . 

(b) As the duty of giving cash in sealed leather bags is performed 

jointly by two responsible officials of the Head Office, it is not considered 
necessarj' to impose this duty on the Postmaster. In the Sub-Post office 
the cash .bag is opened by the Sub-Posmaster.'. - . 

(c) When a postman carries heavy remittances to .places ., like 

Mashobra another official accompanies him.-. - 

(d) Yes ; that is the rule. I.am however enquiring into the practice 
.in respect.of the.outlying.offices of the.Simla Head Office. 

'Contributions made by the District.. Board op .Hazaribagh ..towards- 
the Cost "of the Construction of .the JoinsRailway and , 
DistrictBoard Bridge over' tue KonabRiver_ , , 

1042. *Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : (a*) Will the Government'be.pleased 
to state the different amounts .the District-Board of Hazaribagh,.(Central 
India Coalfield Railway) was asked to pay on different occasions as 
the contribution of the -cost of the • construction of the JToint Railway 
and District Board Bridge over the- Konar River in the district of 
Hazaribagh 7 

, (b) Are the Government aware that the District Board of Hazari- 

_bagh was put to a great difficulty in paying the said different amounts- 
on different occasions owing to the uncertainty and inaccuracies of the 
estimate of the said construction of the said work and its consequent 
several necessarj 7 revisions 7 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the name or names of 

the engineer or engineers who prepared the, estimate of the Bridge and 
the length of his or their experience -7 s . . • 

(d) Were the engineer or engineers taken to task for the pre¬ 
paration of such a bad and defective estimate 7 . 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The required information is being obtained 
amt a communication will he sent to - the -Honourable 'Member in due 

■ course. . .... • . ..... 

Search for Missing Currency Notes by the Currency Office. 

1043, *Raja Raghunandan Prasad Singh : (o) Is it a fact that the- 
Currencj- Office has ceased anj 7 more to search for missing currency notes 
on being supplied with the numbers of such notes 7 . If so, why.so 7 

If.the answer to (c-) be in the-affirmative, do Government pro¬ 
pose to re-introduce the practice for the convenience of the public 7 

Ihe Honourable Sir -Basil Blabkett : If the Honourable Member is 
reiernng to the maintenance of “ stopped note " list at Currency offices r 
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-. 1'would .invite Jhis attention to the Government of India, Finance Depart¬ 
ment Resolution No. 523-F., dated the 12th November 1912.. The reasons 
given therein for the abolition -of that system still hold good arid-the 
, Government do not' propose to'reintroduce it. ’ •> 

"Refunds on Mismatched or : otherwise 'Defective Currency Notes. 

1044. *Raja Raghunandan Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that the 

' Currency Office refuses'-any more to' findout counterparts of mis¬ 
matched halves of currency notes as'it used to do before ? If so, why 
so ? ‘ : - • 

(b) If the answer'to (a) be in the affirmative, do Government pro¬ 
pose to restore the old practice in this behalf and, if necessary, 1 'charge 
reasonable remuneration for the extra service to be rendered by the 
Currency Office ? 

The Honourable ; Sir Basil31ackett : The rules regarding refunds on 
inismatehed or otherwise defective currency notes were published in the 
' Gazette o'f India dated'the 21st May 1927. Refunds can still be obtained 
pn mismatched notes subject to' certain conditions. The rules' were 
issued :after prolonged consideration'and the Government do not propose 
to revert to the previous practice ■' 

• Infantile, Mortality. .. _ . .... 

1045. *Raja RaghunandanBrasadBingh : Will Government be.pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing the rates of infant mortality 
In the different provinces of British India during the last five years ? 

-'TVEr. G. S: Bajpai : A statement giving the 'information -available is 
being placed on the table.- 

'Statement showing the rates of infant mortality in the different provinces of 'British' 
India during the five years ending 1925. - ■ . * 


Infant mortality per'1,000 of'births'during the years. 


Provinces;and Administrations. 

. 

1. 

i • 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

192s!' 

■Bengal Presidency.. 

206-1 

187-7 

182-1' 

184-17 

179-05 

'United Provinces : 

265-8 

■ '183.-8 

7169-4 

■ 191-99- 

175-51 

Delhi .. .. • - - 

217.-2 

120-26 

212-85 

179-33 

192-33 

Assam .. ; 

r i88-5 

198-2 

179-5 

184-75 

174:35 

Bihar and Orissa .. .... 

191-.4 

139:9 

146-5 

.158-4 

137*66 

Madras Presidency 

166-0 

166-4 

173-7 

179-21 

180-94 

Bombay'Presidency •' 

: i78-i . 

'169-.P 

159-7 

,191-17 

- 162-01 

.Central Provinces .. . n ... 

279-6 

228-7 

220-3 

234-, 94 

204-44 

Punjab .. .. - 

191-6 

169-0 

196-62 

212-57. 

-187-71 

North-West Frontier Province 

195 

151-5 

149-5 

161-36 

139-13 

Burma .. 1 .. ■ ' .. 

' 172 

185-3 

184-1 

197-86 

"188-99 

Coorg ’ .. • .. , 

225 

272-5 

217-3 

: 331-03 

293-56 

Ajmer Merwara 

256-3 

20 S-2 

236-5 

. ,227-45 

207-35 

' Total ' .. | 


175-1 


188-66 

174-40 
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Article in the Searchlight on the Subject of Income-Tax * Administration. 

1046. *Raja Raghunandan Prasad Singh : Has the' attention of Gov¬ 
ernment been drawn to the leading article in the Searchlight of Patna 
of a recent date on the subject of income-tax administration ? Will 
Government be pleased to say if they propose to institute an enquiry 
into the allegations contained therein ? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : The Government have, now seen 
the article in question. They do • not propose to institute - any enquiry 
into the allegations made in it. but the Central Board of Revenue has 
already received, and is considering a report upon them from the Com¬ 
missioner of Income-tax. 

Abolition op the Branch Post Office at Betwan Bazar, Monghyb. 

1047. *Raja Raghunandan Prasad Singh : Is it a ,fact that the Branch 
•Post Office at Betwan Bazar, Monghyr (Bihar, and Orissa) is likely to 
be abolished due to the man running the same haying expressed his 
inability to do so any longer owing to the inadequacy of, remuneration 
paid to him for the same ? If so, do Government propose to increase 
the remuneration so as to ensure the continuance of the office in ques¬ 
tion in Anew of its supplying a real local need ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams : The information has been called for and will be 
furnished to the Honourable Member in due course. . . \ 

* • * * ' - l ' • ' . 

Emoluments of Clerks and Sorters in the Rangoon General ' Post . 
Office, and Clerks of the Mofussil in. Burma, and Sorters of the 
Burma Railway Mail Service. ■ - • 

1051, *U. Tok Kyi : (a) Is it a fact that prior to.the introduction of 
the time-scale pay in the Post Office, the difference in the initial emolu¬ 
ments of clerks and sorters in the Rangoon General Post Office on the 
one hand and the clerks of the mofussil of Burma and the sorters of the 
Burma Railway Mail Service on’the other was only Rs. 10 ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that the same initial difference in emoluments was 

recommended by the Postal Enquiry Committee ? 

' 1 • ‘ 

(c) Are the Government aware that the present initial difference in 
(emoluments between Rangoon and the Burma mofussil and Railway Mail 
Service is as much as Rs. 20 ? If so, will the Government be pleased 
to state whether the difference is compatible with the latest orders of the 
Burma Government on the subject as regards its own officials stationed 
in Rangoon and in the mofussil of Burma 1 If not, are Government 
prepared to take early steps to rectify' matters 1 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) Tes, in respect of 
. post office clerics, there was no difference in the case of Railway Mail 
Service sorters. 

(l>) The Postal Enquiry Committee recommended a difference of Rs- 30 
between the emoluments of the men stationed in Rangoon and those in 
the rest of Burma. 

(c) The answer to the first part is in the affirmative. As regards the 
•second part the revised rates of pay of postal clerks and sorters in 
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Rangoon and in the rest of Burma were worked out after due "considera¬ 
tion of the rates allowed by the Local Government to.their employees 
The third part does not arise. 

i 1 

Revision of the Pay of the Postmen and Lower Staff in the Burma 
Post Offices and the Railway Mail Service. 

1052. *tT. Tok Kyi : Is it a fact that revision of pay of the post¬ 
men and lower staff in the Burma Post Offices and the R. M. S. is 
still under' consideration ? ' If so, will the Government he pleased to state 
its reasons for not taking up the case of these lowly-paid men before anj r 
revision of the clerical cadre was contemplated 1 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra •. Yes, except in respect 
of postmen and mailguards in Rangoon where the pay has "been revised. 
The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the relevant portion of 
my speech in this House on the lltli March last. 

Protection of the Rights and Interests of Indians resident in 

Tanganyika. , 

1059. f, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a.) Has the attention of Govern¬ 

ment been drawn to the articles published in the African Comrade 
of Dar-n-Salaam,, dated the 18th May 1927 (pages 3, 6, 11) in which 
it- is stated that the “Kenya policy” is attempted to be introduced 
into Tanganyika as regards Asiatic settlement, in pursuance of a reso¬ 
lution passed by the East African Section of the London Chamber of 
Commerce ? ' 

[b) Will Government be pleased to ascertain and quote the text of 
the Resolution referred to in (a) above ? 

(c) Are Government aware that the speech of Sir Edward Grigg 
at Falmouth in this connection has given rise to considerable misgivings 
and anxieties in the minds of the Indian settlers'in the'East African 
Colonies ; and what steps have Government taken, or propose to take to 
protect the rights ’and interests of Indian residents against White 
settlers ? 

Mr. Gk S. Bajpai : Government have not seen, either the articles in 
the African Comrade newspaper of Dar-es-Salaam, referred to by the 
Honourable Member, or the report of the speech of His Excellency Sir 
Edward Grigg said to have been delivered at Falmouth. If the Honour¬ 
able Member will supply me with the articles and the text of the speech I 
would endeavour to answer his question. 

Segregation of Indians in Mombassa. 

1060. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Has the attention of the Government 
been drawn to the articles published in the African Comrade, dated 
the 23rd March 1927 (pages 4, 16) and dated the 30th March 1927 (pages 
3, 9, 11). regarding the renewed scheme of segregation of Indians in 
Mombasa ; i.ud will the Government be pleased to state the present posi¬ 
tion with regard to this subject, and also indicate the steps taken, or pro¬ 
posed to be taken, in this connection * 
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Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Yes : the Honourable Member ’s' attention 'is invit¬ 
ed to the answers given by me to his question No. 55 and' t/he connected 
supplementaries asked on the 22nd August 1927. I regret l amnot in 4 
position to add anything to what I said on that occasion. 

Claims of Indians in Tanganyika .against Germany,. 

1061.. -Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a). Has, the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been . drawn ; to .the- articles published in the African Comrade s, 
dated the 9th March 1927 (pages 7, .9, 11, 13), and dated-; the,16th,March 
1927 (pages 5, 7, 9), regarding the .debt claims of Indians in Tanganyika 
against Germany during the War ? 

(b ) Is it a fact that several test, cases, have .been fought,out .against 
the German Government, in which the Tribunal has .decided.in favour of 
the Indian claimants, but that the German Clearing Office hak'.declined .to 
accept these awards as binding upon it in settling, claims of a similar 
description 1 ' ' ' ‘ ' " 


(c) Is it a fact that Germany has .accepted .and admitted the locus 
standi of the claimants to prefer, their claims before the Tribunal as 
decided by the Allies and Associated Powers on the one hand, and Ger¬ 
many. on the other in the Treaty .of -Versailles ? ?•;<? ? -,-r r. • • t - ;. 1 

(d) Are Government aware that instead of paying ' up' (the'-claims in 
full, the German Clearing Office has written to the claimants'individually 
with offers of compromise on such miserably low terms as 25 per’cent. ? : 

(e) Have Government taken any steps, or propose to take any,.,to 
render assistance to the Indian claimants in the realization of the war 
debts i 


Mr. W. T. M. Wright : (a) The attention of Government has been 
drawn to the articles mentioned. 

- (h) The articles deal with the claims of Indians resident in Tanganyika 
Territory in respect of currency notes issued ,by. ,,the German East 
Africa Bank. As far as Government are aware no test case-relating to 
such notes has been decided by the Anglo-German Mixed Arbitral Tribu¬ 
nal. 


(c) It does not rest with Germany to admit the -Zooms standi of 
claimants to prefer their claims before'the Tribunal.'. All suclielaims pre- 
erred within the period allowed [In India S months from- the date of 
formal rejection by the Treuhander;.(Custodian’s )■ Dept.'] ’are accepted by 
jh* utnimU and if the question of jurisdiction is raised by, the. German 
Go\crnmcnt it. is for the Tribunal to deeide.it. • i '--" ’ 


T * e . Manns in respect of the currency notes involve difficult 
, ' C ' *. < nK haw and of the effect of depreciation of currency and it canno-t 
m , S ‘V r "" in Je decision of the Tribunal if the cases (were ffouglif 

< re ‘ ™ le < ?^- ers compromise referred to were made to the 
^ consultations at whieli the Custodian of Enemy’ Property, 
el ,ES*? Tf rntor - v - attended - in the interests of British and Indian 
It k wl T, ?”f niiy ? ka Territory and approved of the proposed offers, 
nre beint Su° d tJ } at - tho olTers of 25 P er cenl - of the face value of the notes 
offer* ofSn « t r ? spect of notes acquired after 15th November, 1915, 

0 per cent, being made m respect of notes held before that date- 
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. Taking into consideration tlie difficulties of the case and the uncer¬ 
tainty of the decision'that would be given by the Tribunal it is doubtful 
if the offers can be characterised as inadequate. Similar offers have been 
made in all the claims in respect of such notes preferred to the Tribunal 
by claimants resident in India and, have all been accepted. It is, open 
to any claimant who is not disposed to accept the offer of compromise 
to fight out'the’case .before the Mixed Arbitral Tribunal-. 

(e) The Government have endeavoured to keep themselves, informed 
as to the progress of these 1 claims- generally and,Sir, Darcy Lindsay who 
•had interested himself in- the matter- was- furnished with all the informa¬ 
tion in the possession of the Government;that might be of assistance to 
the . claimants in , prosecuting-their claims before the proper Tribunal. 
..The claimant^ are aware of their legal remedy arid it. is'not practicable 
for the Government of India to render them any further assistance in 
"the matter.,, .... 


-r i : vUiNSTA-KBKD QUESTIONS- AND- ANSWERS. 

High Death Bate among Postal Officials in the JaIpaiguri Postal 

-V ,».>... - . Divison. . 

118'. Mr. Amar Bath Dutt ( a ) Has the attention of the Government 
been drawn to the.articles’ published in the November 1926 and January 
1927 issues of Labour under the captions “'Premature' decease and 
‘‘ The ."Vale of Tears ” 1 , 1 • • 

(b) Will the Government please lay on the table a, comparative state¬ 
ment showing; the names, designation, age and illness of postal.offieials who 

died during the last six years while . employed in the Jalpaiguri and 
Darjeeling Divisions ? , ; ,/ , , 

(c) Will the Government please furnish a similar statement of 
relatives and dependents of postal officials who died from illness during 
the last six years while postal officials to whom they were related were 
employed in the. Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling Divisions ¥ 

(d) Do not figures in the statement show that.the death-rate among 
-postal officials employed in the, Jalpaiguri Division is abnormally high ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) Yes. 

Information relating to parts (Z>) to (d) is being collected and will 
be furnished to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Safeguarding of the Lives . of P’ostal Officials , employed in the 
, Jalpaiguri Postal Division. 

119. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Has the attention of the Government been 
drawn to the interpellations put in the House of Commons on the 23rd 
May 1927 regarding the serious state of affairs in the, Jalpaiguri Division ? 
If so, what, action has been taken to safeguard the lives of postal officials 
employed in the Division 1 

' . . The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra :• Yes. The state of 
-affairs in the Jalpaiguri.Postal Division has attracted, the attention of 
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the Director-General long, before those interpellations,. An increase of 
88 per cent, in the leave reserve for the Division has been arranged by 
the Director-General and other remedial measures are under,,., his con¬ 
sideration. ' 

INCREASE OF THE LEAVE RESERVES FOR THE JALPAIGURI POSTAL DIVISION. 

120. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Is it a fact that in view of the extremely 

unhealthy condition of the Jalpaiguri Division" the Postmaster-General had 
issued sanction by wire for the entertainment of 15 per cent, leave reserves 
in excess of the usual number sanctioned-for all Postal Divisions on the 
recommendation of the Postal Enquiry Committee ? 1 Hasrthe sanction been 
given effect to ? If not, why hot ? • •< ■ < ■■ , 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Oh account of the un¬ 
healthy climate of certain places in the Jalpaiguri Division the' Govern¬ 
ment of India sanctioned the increase from 17 to 32 in' the ’ number of 
reserve clerks attached to that Division. Effect has been given to the 
sanction. 

Alleviation of the Distress and Suffering ' of Postal Officials em¬ 
ployed in the Dooars and the Terai. U- ,i . . •; 

121. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (1) In view of the extremely unhealthy 
condition of all localities situated within the Dooars and the Terai in 
the Jalpaiguri Division do the Government propose to adopt any of the 
following remedial measures as suggested in Labour} . dated January 
1927, page 502 : 

I. (a) That expert travelling doctors should be sanctioned for the 
Eastern Dooars, 'Western Dooars and the Terak 
(6) The number of relieving hands in the Jalpaiguri District should 
be increased by 50 per cent. 

(c) Sick officials should be transferred to healthier places. 

(d) Suitable quarters should be provided at Jalpaiguri town to 

accommodate at least two patients with their families. 

(c) All single-handed offices in the Dooars and the Terai should be 
increased by additional hands without any consideration of 
statistics. • 

(/) Suitable residential quarters should be constructed at all stations 
in the District for postal officials”of all classes and the rent 
be fixed at 10 per cent, of pay or interest on capital outlay, 
whichever is less. 

II. (a) That the compensatory allowance, sanctioned for the Dooars 
and. Terai should be increased, to ,Rs. 40 for men of the 
clerical cadre and to Rs. 20 for men below that cadre.' 

(b) Suitable compensatory allowance should be sanctioned for 
Inspectors arid Overseers required to tour in the Dooars and 
ilie Terai. . : " - , 

(2) If not, what, measures do the Government propose to adopt for 
nlleviatmg the distress and suffering of postal officials employed in Post 
Offices situated in the Dooars and the Terai ? • • 

Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra :'All the remedial 

snroj; suggested in ^he issue of Labour of January, 1927, are being 
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examined-by the Director-General and certain action in this direction has 
already been taken. . . . ■ 

Revision or the Time Test op Dead Letter Offices. ' 

122. Mr. Sris Chandra Dutta : With reference to the assurance given 
by the Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs in the last Session of 
the Assembly that the time-test of Dead’Letter Offices is under revision 
Will the Government be pleased to' state df . the revision has been com¬ 
pleted and with what result ? If- not when may completion be expected ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams : The question is still under consideration and it 
cannot be stated at present when a final decision on the matter will be 
arrived at. 

Night Duty in the, Munshigunj Post Office. 

123. Mr. Sris Chandra Dutta : Has, the attention of Government 
been drawn" to page 92 of Labour, April 1927, apropos night duty in 
the Munshigunj Post Office (Dacca District) ? If so, what measures have 
been takento afford relief’or compensation to. the'officials affected ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams : The information has been called for and will,,be 
furnished to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Treatment of his Staff by the Superintendent of Post Offices, Hoogly 
- : " , Division. '• ’ 


124. Mr. Sris Chandra Dutta : (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to pages 65, 66 and 145 of Labour, March and May 1927 
regarding ■ treatment of men under his charge by the Superintendent of 
Post Offices, Iioogly Division ? Are the facts related therein substantially 
correct ? If so what action do Government propose to take for affording 
relief and redress to the aggrieved staff ? Is the Superintendent’s 
appointment permanent, at Rangpur Division and if so why has he been 
retained in the Hooghly Division ? Is no other Superintendent competent 
to administer the Division ? 

(b) Is it a fact that orders have been issued by Director-General of 
Posts -and Telegraphs for prompt relief of men who report sick > and 
submit applications for leave on medical grounds duly supported by 
medical certificate ?• If so, what Action has been taken against the Superin¬ 
tendent who' is alleged to have ignored or contravened the Director- 
General’s order ? 


(c) uWhat .action was taken against the" Superintendent of Post Offices, 
Hooghly Division, for ignoring the Director-General’s orders in respect 
of the Sub-Postmaster, Baly as alleged in page 145, Labour, May, 1927 ? 

. Mr. H. A. Sams : The information is being collected and will be fur¬ 
nished to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Case of Mr. Harihar Prasad. 


125. Mr. Sris Chandra Dutta : Are the facts relating to Mr Harihar 
Prasad narrated on page 142 of Labour, May 1927, substantially correct ? 
If so, are the Government prepared to consider a review of his case ? If 
not, why not ? 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The attention of the 
Honourable JMember is invited to the reply given by me - on the 31st 
August, 1927, to Mr. Ganganand Sinha’s staj^et^rquy^tions Nos. 712 and 
715 to 721. 
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Inordinate Delay in the Appeals of, .Postal Employees. 

126. Mr. Sris Chandra Dutta : Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to page 214 of Labour, June;-1927, apropos inordinate delay 
in the disposal of appeals 1 Will Government .please lay on the table a 
statement of appeals pending oyer three years from each circle separately 
with reason for delay in every case ? _ t . ,- fi . 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra v< The reply,4b the first' 
part of the question is in the affirmative. As regards the second part I 
would inform the Honourable Member that there are no appeals pending 
.for over 3,years in the Director-General’s office. 

Sorting Work in the Amherst Street, Bow Bazar and Beadon Street 

; ' Post-Offices. 

“ 127. Mr. Sris Chandra Dutta : (a) Is it a fact that with a view to 

.cope with the voluminous work -in connection with the large number of 
newspapers and periodicals posted at the Amherst St., Bow Bazar 
and Beadon St. T. S. Os., also for'preliminary sorting one sorter from 
the Calcutta Sorting office used'to be deputed to each of these offices 
during the past several years ’ • 

{b) Has the practice of deputing-sorters to these offices for sorting 
newspapers and periodicals for preliminary sorting of letters, been dis¬ 
continued ? •; * J 

(c) If the reply be in the affirmative will, the Government please - 
state how the work is being managed, since the discontinuance - of the 
practice 1 

(d) Is the staff of each post office regulated according-to a fixed 

standard called “ Time-test ” ? . ’ 

(c) Is the work in' connection with newspapers and periodicals and 
also preliminary work included in the time-test 

(/) If so ; where was the necessity for deputing a sorter from the 
Calcutta Sorting Office to the T. S. O.’s mentioned above for coping with 
work ? . 

(g) If not, do the Government propose to,increase the staff of these 
offices adequately for purposes of the additional work thrown on tliem ? 

(/t) If not, why not ? " 

Mr. H. A. Sams : The information has been called for and will he 
furnished to tlie Honourable Member in due course.. 

Situation and Condition of the Bow Bazar Post Office Building. 

128. Mr. Sris Chandra Dutt : (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the paragraph published at page 513 of Labour, dated 
January 1926, regarding the situation and condition of the Bow Bazar 
Post Office building ? 

{b) Are the statements made in the paragraph substantially 
correct * 1 

~ II so > do the Government propose to remove the Bow Bazar 

v ‘ °~ to 3 morc suitable buildinv at an early date for the convenience of 
the staff as well ns of the public ? 

(d) H hot, why not t 
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Mr. H, A. Sams : (a.) and (b). Yes. 

(e) The question of extending office is under consideration. 
( d) Does not arise. 


MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

Serious Situation in the Bengal Nagpur Railway Workshops at 

Kharagpur. 

j, » 

Mr. President : I have received the following notice of motion for 
adjournment of the business of the Assembly from Mr. M. K. Acharya : 

“ I desire after question time to-day to make a motion for the adjournment of 
the business of the Assembly to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
namely, the serious situation that has arisen in the Bengal Nagpur Railway workshops 
at Kharagpur as evidenced by the fact that the railway authorities have thought it 
necessary to lock up the workshops and call in the aid of military police for patrolling 
the streets and guarding the workshops. ’ ’ 

When I ruled out of order the Honourable Member’s motion on the 
same subject the- other day, I had hoped that the situation would improve. 
Unfortunately, however, I find that by the recent action of the railway 
authorities the situation has become worse. I am, therefore, inclined to 
admit this motion unless the Honourable the Commerce Member satisfies 
the Chair that the motion is out of order. , 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and 
Railways) : I do not wish, Mr. President, to raise any objection to the 
moving of this motion. 

Mr. President : I rule that the motion is in order and ask whether 
the Honourable Member has the leave of this Assembly to move tbe adjourn¬ 
ment. 

(No Honourable Member rose to object to the motion.) 

As no Honourable Member objects to the motion for adjournment, I 
intimate that leave is granted and the motion will be taken up at 4 o ’clock. 


PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 

COMMITTEE. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) : Sir, I present 
tbe Report of tbe Public Accounts Committee. 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 
Presentation op the Report op the Select Committee. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home Member) : Sir, I present tbe 
Report of the Select Committee on the Criminal Law Amendment Bill. 


STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE. 

The Honourable Sir Bhnpendra Nath Mitra (Member for Industries 
and Labour) : Sir, I lay on the table a statement furnished by the High 
Commissioner for India showing all cases in which the lowest tenders have 
not been accepted by him in purchasing stores for the Government of India 
during the half year ending 30th June, 1927. 


o 
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High Commission 
India Store 

Abstract of cases in which Tenders for Stores demanded by the Central Govern 
goods demanded, were accepted on the'grounds of superior quality, superior 
delivery, etc. 

HALIT YEAH ENDING 

Part A.— Cases in which lower foreign lenders , including British tenders for 

ten 


Stores ordered. 

Contract Number. 

JSame of Contractor. 

Amount 

of 

Contract. 


* 


£ s. d. 

Buffers No. 2,000 

F. 4361/5944/20-1-27 

H. J. Skelton & Co. - .. 

7,500 0 0 
Hungarian. 

Buffers No. 1,000 

F. 4917/5944/23-2-27 

P. & W. MacLellan .. 

3,975 0 0 
British. 



Total 

11,475 0 0 

Laminated Bear¬ 
ing Springs. 

F. 4882/7187/19-2-27 

Jonas Woodhead & 
Sons, Ltd. 

427 10 0 
British. 

Postcard Board 
1,000 tons. 

G. 274/7411/29-4-27 

G. 275/7411/29-4-27 

t 

L. S. Dixon &Co. 

Jas. Cropper & Co. .. 

11,943 15 -0 
German. 
12,250 0 0 
British. 

• 

- 

Total 

24,193 15 0 

Muriate of 

Ammonia 700 
Cuts. 

G. 586/960/24-5-27 

Brunner Mond & Co. 

G12 10 0 
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her eor India. 

Department. 

ment, other than the lowest complying with the technical description of the 
trustworthiness of the firm tendering, greater facility of inspection, quicker 


30th June 1927. 

foreign made goods, have been set aside wholly or 'partially in favour of British 
ders. 


lowest Tender 
not 

accepted. 


£ 8. d. 


11,250 0 0 
Hungarian. 


412 10 0 
German. 


23,887 10 0 
German. 
24,000 0 0' 
Austrian. 


599 7 6 

Gorman. 


Reason for acceptance. 

i 


The lowest tenderer, Messrs. H. J. Skelton & Co., offered buffers 
to be manufactured at a works near Buda Pesth which had had 
no experience of the class of work required under the present 
contract. It was therefore not considered advisable to entrust 
the whole order to this firm, and one third of the order was 
placed with the next lowest tenderer, Messrs. P. and W. 
MacHellan, • who could be relied upon to supply satisfactorily 
and within a reasonable time. 

The lowest tender was from a firm which offered German springs 
for delivery in 12/14 weeks. The works at which it was pro¬ 
posed to manufacture the springs had already several contracts 
in hand for springs for the Indian State Railways, and were in 
arrears as regards delivery. 

It was thought advisable to place the order with the second lowest 
tenderer who offered delivery in 8 weeks. 

The Indenting Officer was on deputation in England and oppor¬ 
tunity was taken to discuss these tenders with him. 

As in the light of previous experience, the indentor preferred the 
boards offered by Messrs. Jas. Cropper & Co., the order was on 
this occasion divided equally between Messrs. Cropper and the 
lowest tenderer Messrs. L. S. Dixon & Co., in order to secure 
further trial and experience. 

The extra cost of inspection if the lowest tender had been accepted 
would have been more than the difference in price between that 
tender and the tender accepted. 


c 2 
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Part B .—Gases in lohidh the discrimina 





Amount 

Stores ordered. 

Contract Number. 

Name of Contractor.' 

of . 

Contract. 




' £ «.• d. 

Paint, Copper Rod. 

F. 4274/2458/14-1-27 

F. 4275/2458/14-1-27 

Lewis Berger & Sons, 
Ltd. 

(1 Ton) 

.19 5 0 



Szerelmey, Ltd. 

(5 Tons) 

Total 

150 0 0 

169 5 0 

* " 

„ - - -- - 

.• . 

. 

(VAistcoats, Car¬ 

F. 4763/51G2/9-2-27 

Bent & Watson, Ltd. 

1,546 17 C 

digan. 


i .. 

• 

Junction Fishplates 
of cast manganese 

* 

F.4982/6G73/2-3-27 

, 

Head Wrightson & Co. 

386 5 0 

Steel. 

F.49S3/GG73/2-3-27 

Hadfields ■ 

6,478 15 0 , 


- 

Total 

6,865 0 0 
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lion ts between British firms only. - - - 

Lowest Tender • 

not Iteason for acceptance, 

accepted. 


£ 8. d. 

. The indentor demanded 6 tons of Szerelmey’s painty Competitive 

i tenders were invited and two firms quoted lower prices than 

f - Szerelmey and submitted samples which compared favourably 

-- — -with those offered by the latter firm. 

115 10 0 It is known that actual experience in use is the only safe test and 
accordingly a trial order of 1 ton was placed with the lowest 
.. > i firm, the balance of 5 tons being ordered from Messrs. Szerelmey, 

Ltd. 1 

' 1,442 14 2 The indent stated that the cardigan waistcoats were required in 
India not later than the 31st December 1926. 

They were originally ordered from a firm which proved to be unable 
to deliver satisfactory supplies. Part of the original order wag 
therefore cancelled, and fresh tenders were obtained. 

Of these tenders the lowest offered delivery in instalments to com- 
■ .' mence in 4 weeks and to bo completed in 18 weeks. 

In view 1 of the urgency of the demand and of the delay which had 
. i occurred, this delivery was considered to be too long, and the 
order was accordingly placed with the second lowest tenderer 
who was known to be reliable and who undertook to complete 
> in 16 to 20 days. 

6,278 19 2 The manufacture of junction fishplates of cast manganese steel is 
work of a very special nature. 

The lowest tenderer had not previously made fishplates of this 
Material. 

The hulk of the order was accordingly given to the next lowest 
tenderer who had previously made large supplies satisfactorily 
but at the same time a trial order was given to the lowest 
tenderer. 
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Stores ordered. 


Paper envelope— 
42 Tons 

100 Tons 

100 Tons 

100 Tons 

100 Tons 

Steel Dogspites— 
No. 1,500,000 


Steel Dogspikea— 
No. 500,000 .. 
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Part C .—Cases in which the discri 


Contract Number. 


G. 276/7409/29-4-27 .. 
G. 278/7409/29-4-27 .. 
G. 277/7409/29-4-27 .. 
G. 279/7409/29-4-27 .. 
G. 280/7409/29-4-27 .. 

G. 749/1059/8-6-27 .. 

G. 750/1059/8-6-27 .. 


Name of Contractor. 


Amount 

of 

Contract. 


£ e. d , 


Ed. Beer & Co. 
Spicers, Ltd. .. 

I 1 

L. S, Dixon & Oo. 

Wm. Hartmann, Ltd. 

H. Reeve Angel & Oo. 
A. B. . 

Total 


. 1,186 10 0 
(Austrian). 
2,925 0 0 
(Belgian), 
3,165 0 0 
(Finland). 
3,200 0 0 
(Austrian). 
3,250 0 0 
(Swedish). 


13,726 10 0 


Ste. Amo. des Usines 4,191 16 11 
Gilson & Ste. Amo. des (Bolgian). 
Usines Boulonneries et 
Etirage de la Louviere. 


Ste. Amo. des Laminoirs 1,409 9 8 
et Boulonneries du Ruau (Belgian). 


Total ... 


5,60i 5 7 
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ruination is between Foreign firms only. 

Lowest tender 

not Reason for acceptance, 

accepted. 


£ s. d. 


The indenting officer was on deputation in England and oppor¬ 
tunity was taken to disouss the tenders with him. 

In accordance with his wishes the contract was divided a* shown 
between the five lowest tenderers, in order that a trial could be 
„ made of the different qualities of paper offered. 


12,500 0 0 
(Austrian). 

.. The delivery offered by the lowest tenderer would not have satisfied 

the Indenting Officer’s requirements had the contract for the 
full quantity been placed with that firm. 

The order was therefore divided between the two lowest tenderers. 


5,589 1 0 

(Belgian) 

for No. 2,000,000 
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APPOINTMENT OP A COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER THE QUESTION 

OF RESIDENCE AND ACCOMMODATION FOR MEMBERS OF . 
----- THE INDIAN LEGISLATURE. . ' ' ' .. 

Mr. President : Tlie House will now resume further consideration 
of the following motion moved by the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath 
Mitra on the 5th September 1927 : 

“ That the Honourable the President do appoint six members of this House to 
serve on a Committee to consider the question of residence and accommodation for 
Members of the Indian Legislature, including the. use and disposal of the Western 
Hostel,' New Delhi, and that the Council of State be asked to nominate members to 
serve on the Committee. ” . 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces : Hindi Division : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I beg to move the following amendment to the 
Honourable Member’s Resolution : , ‘ 

“ That after the words ‘ New Delhi ’ the following be-inserted : 

‘ and tlie question of constituting a Standing House Committee t-o deal with 
all matters connected with the allotment to Members of accommodation 
or quarters available for their residence 

Sir, I need not take up the time of this House because the Honoxifable 
Members will remember that I have said all that I had to say, on fhe last 
occasion when the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath. Mitra moved his 
•original motion. I pointed out . then; that we have a somewhat similar 
Committee in charge of the accommodation and comforts of the Honourable 
Members, but it never functions. And I.now wish that a formal motion 
in the shape of an amendment be accepted by this House so that this Com¬ 
mittee may consider the advisability of re-instating that defunct Commit¬ 
tee. Sir, I move. 

Mr. P. B. Haigh (Bombay : Nominated Official) : Sir, I desire to 
oppose this amendment. I wish to make it quite plain at the outset that 
I have no objection to raise to the appointment of a Standing. House Com¬ 
mittee to function in Delhi or in Simla after the Session is begun. But 
what I do strongly object to is that this Standing House Committee should 
be entrusted with the business of allotting quarters to Members. I do not 
suggest for a moment that, if you appoint a committee for that purpose, 
they will not do their work with the best good will and as speedily as possi¬ 
ble. The point I wish to make clear is that the proposal is not feasi¬ 
ble. 


Mr. President : Perhaps the Honourable Member seems to have 
misunderstood the scope of the amendment of Sir Hari Singh Gour. All 
that the amendment seeks is that this particular Committee which is pro¬ 
posed to be nominated by the Honourable the President should also be 
empowered to consider the question of constituting a Standing House Com¬ 
mittee to deal with certain matters and formulate their recommendations 
which Government might or might not accept. 

Mr. P. B. Haigh : Sir, I ask your permission to lay before the House 
at this stage, before the matter goes before the Committee which you are 
° appoint, the view which, I think, is shared by several Members on this 
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side of the House and I do not think we shall have another opportunity of 
putting that view before the Committee. What I wish to point out is 
this, that the date of the meetings of the Assembly is not always fixed very 
long before hand. When the list of the dates is fixed, it is customary for 
the Secretary of the Legislative Department to circularise all Members of the 
Assembly and to send them out forms inviting their applications for accom¬ 
modation. Those'forms are not received filled in until a short time before 
the Assembly meets and the work has necessarily to be done towards the 
end in a few days. Now, how is the Committee to deal with that ? The 
members of the Committee will presumably include non-officials and pro¬ 
bably they will not be present in Delhi at all. The work cannot be done 
by correspondence and the consequence is that the matter will be delayed 
and Honourable Members will arrive in Delhi or Simla to find at the very 
last minute that accommodation has not been settled and all sorts of con¬ 
fusion and discontentment will arise. I therefore submit that this point 
of view may be borne in mind by the Committee which you are about to 
appoint and, if possible, I would like this House to record its opinion that 
this question of allotment should not be entrusted to the members of this 
Committee. Sir, I oppose the motion. (Applause.) 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Member for Industries 
and Labour) : Sir, my Honourable friend Mr. Haigh has drawn the atten¬ 
tion of the House to certain practical difficulties which may stand in the 
way of the adoption of the amendment moved by my Honourable friend 
from Nagpur. At the same time, there is considerable force in the 
observations which you made, namely, that what my Honourable friend 
Sir Hari Singh Gour wants is that this Committee which will be nominated 
by you should go into this particular question. Therefore, neither the 
House nor Government is at present committed to the acceptance of this pro¬ 
position that there should be a Standing House Committee one of whose 
functions should be the allotment to Members of accommodation or quarters 
available for their residence. That being the position, on behalf of Gov¬ 
ernment I am not prepared to oppose the amendment of my Honourable 
friend from Nagpur. At the same time it is a fact that there is a con¬ 
siderable amount of feeling on this question on the part of certain Honour 
able Members, particularly official Members who come up from the pro¬ 
vinces. In view of this feeling, Government would leave the matter to be 
settled by the free vote of the House. (Hear, hear.) 


Mr. President : The original motion was : 

“ That tho Honourable the President do appoint six members of this House to 
serve on a Committee to consider the question of residence and accommodation for 
Members of the Indian Legislature, including the use and disposal of the Western 
Hostel, Neiv Delhi, and that the Council of State be ashed to nominate members to 
serve on the Committee 


Since which the following amendment has been moved : 

“ That after the words * New Delhi », the following be inserted : 

* and tho question of constituting a Standing House Committee to deal with 
all matters connected with the allotment to Members of accommodation 
or quarters available for their residence 


The question is that that amendment be made. 
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The Assembly divided : 

AYES—52. 


Abdullah. Haji Kasim, Kha n Bahadur 
Haji. 

Acharya, Mr. M. K. 

Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Aiyangar, Mr. C. Duraiswamy. 

Aney, Mr. Ml S. 

Ayyangar, Mr. M. S. Sesha. 

Aryan gar, Rao Bahadur Narasimha 
Gopalaswami. 

Belvi, Mr. I). V. 

Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 
Chalmers, Mr. T. A. 

Chaman Lall, Dhvan. 

Chetty, Mr. R. K. Shanmukham. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Crawford, Colonel J. D. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Chandra. 

Gidney, Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. 

Goswami, Mr. T. C. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Gulab Singh, Sardar. 

Haji, Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand. 

Iyengar, Mr. A. Rangaswami. 

Iyengar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

NOES 

Aiimad, Khan Bahadur Nnsir-ud-din. 

Alexander, Mr. 'William. • 

Ashrafuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Sayid. 

Avangar, Mr. V. K. Aravamudha. 

Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Bray, Sir Denys. 

Coatmnn, Mr. J. 

Cosgrave, Mr. W. A. 

Courtenay, Mr. R. H. 

Crerar, The Honourable Mr. J. 

Crofton, Mr. R. M. 

The motion was adopted. 


Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar, 
Kidwai, Mr. Rail Ahmad. 

Kunzru,, Pandit Hirday Nath. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. Dhirendra Kanta. 
Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 

Mitra, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. 

Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Natli. 

Moonje, Dr. B. S. 

Mukherjee, Mr. S. C. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Neogy, Mr. K. C. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rang Behari Lai, Lala. 

Rao, Mr. G. Sarvotliam. 

Roy, Mr. K. C. 

Sams, Mr. H. A. 

Shervani, Mr. T. A. K. 

Siddiqi, Mr. Abdul Qadir. 

Singh, Mr. Narayan Prasad. . r , 
Singh, Rai Bahadur S. N. 

Sinha, Mr. Siddheswar. 

Sykes, Mr. E. E. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. . 

Young, Mr. G. M.’ 

- 22 . 

Dalai, Mr. A- R. 1 

Dalai, SardaT Sir Bomanji. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Dunnett, Mr. J: M. 

Haigh, Mr. P. B. 

Kabul Singh Bahadur, Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Kirk, Mr. R. T. F. ‘ 

Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Sassoon, Sir Victor. 

Tonkinson, Mr. H. 
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Mr. President : The motion, as amended, runs as follows : 

“ That the Honourable the President do appoint sir members of this House to 
serve on a Committee to consider the question of residenco and accommodation for 
Members of the Indian Legislature, including the use and disposal of the Western 
Hostel, New Delhi, and the question of constituting a Standing House Committee to 
deal with all matters connected with the allotment to Members of accommodation or 
quarters available for their residence, and that the Council of State be asked to nominate 
members to serve on the Committee ’ 

The question I have to put is that the motion, as amended, be adopted. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN INCOME-TAX (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL. 

(Amendment op Sections 2, 23, 28, etc.) 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) : Sir, I move 
that the Bill further to amend the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, for 
certain purposes (amendment of sections 2, 23, 28, etc.), be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinions thereon. 

This is a Bill designed to do something towards cheeking what is 
known as legal evasion of income-tax and super-tax. The provisions 
of the Bill are technical and obviously the first requisite is that the Bill 
should be circulated and public opinion elicited thereon. I do not know 
whether the House desires that I should enter at this stage into the details 
of the Bill and, on the assumption that they would prefer to be spared 
from having that done, I will confine myself to moving that the Bill be 
circulated. 

Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar (Madras ceded districts and Chittoor : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, as this motion is only for circulation 
I do not propose to detain the House by any detailed examination of the 
Bill. But at the same time I want to know from the Honourable the 
Finance- Member what are the principles involved in the Bill which he 
has brought before the House, so that we may get some opinions from 
the persons to whom the Bill is to be circulated. For instance, I do not 
find on what principle section 23A is to be added here, giving liberty 
to the Income-tax Officer either to levy the tax on the income of the 
individual member of a firm separately or on the profits of the firm as 
a whole. Is it on the principle of getting as much money as possible ? 
If the 'individual member is otherwise not assessable, then add this profits 
amount to his income and the Income-tax Officer will have the discretion 
to levy income-tax on the individual separately. If, on the other hand, 
there is a likelihood of individual members being assessable for their shape 
in the profits of the firm, in addition to their private income-tax, then I 
suppose it will be upon the firm that the income-tax will be assessable. 
Is that the principle involved ? Is the discretion to be given to the 
Income-tax Officer to get some tax by hook or by crook, either by levying 
the tax on the firm or on the individual members t separately, according 
as such income-tax will be enhanced by such a discretion being exercised 1 

Again, in clause 5, I am unable to understand why in 28 (2), be¬ 
cause some partners who are not able to get the profits distributed to 
them on account of some dispute in the firm, everyone should be penalised 
not only by making them pay the income-tax which they would otherwise 
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have to pay by adding those profits, but by levying a penalty. Disputes 
in partnership may arise at any time and it does not seem fair that every 
individual member who is unable to get his profits distributed by the- 
firm should also be asked to pa.y some penalty for his not getting his 
profits and for not having included those profits as a portion of his income. 

I do not propose to go into further details at this stage and 'will only 
ask whether the Honourable the Finance Member in framing this Bill 
will not also see his way to making some provision for references to the 
civil courts in each district in eases of minor importance instead of con¬ 
fining the reference always to the High Court. There is a wide demand 
from assessees that some provision should be made for reference to the 
local civil courts instead of always making a reference to the High Courts, 
which may be done in more important cases. 

With these suggestions I do not propose to detain r the House auy 
further at this stage. 


The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : Sir, I should be glad to have 
the points raised by my Honourable friend Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar 
carefully considered before the next motion comes on in regard to this 
Kill. I think he has slightly misunderstood the purpose particularly of 
clause 5. _ which is a case of penalties for concealment of income or im¬ 
proper distribution of profits. I think one might say 'that ‘the principle 
of this Bill is to prevent income-tax that is due in equity failing to be 
collected owing to hook and crook, not an effort by the Government by 
hook or by crook to obtain all sorts of income-tax but to prevent the tax¬ 
payer, who is paying equitably, from being unfairly treated in com¬ 
parison with someone who equitably ought to pay more and is in fact 
succeeding in evading it. As the motion is only one for circulation I 

n °-r.‘i in > Kouse by a more learned or more lengthy discussion 
of the Bill at this stage. • - 


Mr. President : The question is 


“ That the Bill further to amend the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, for certain 
purpose, (amendment of sections 2, 23, 28, etc.) be circulated for the purpose of cli- 
Citing: opinions thereon.” 1 1 


The motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN FOREST BILL. 

( Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
hl?! *- d i : ? lr ’ 1 beg t0 move that t] ie Bill to consolidate the 
let • ? i° a ^ orc ® ts > Kie transit of forest-produce and the duty 

tn 1 ! an< ? otlier forest-produce, as reported by the Select 

committee, be taken into consideration. * 

Bill ?* e ™£ ers ' vil1 remember that when introducing this 

measure The°cu *°, tb T House tllis w as a purely consolidating 
consoHdat^ h «n Stat i Ut A Law Revision Committee since its inception has 

clean Statute °k tbc £” di «? ^atare, the object being to 

whnt fnnr. i Wtc-book by putting into one consolidating measure 
ound scattered throughout the various volumes of the Indian 
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.■Statute-book. As such this House passed that very important measure, 
the Succession Act. We have also had one or two minor Acts like the 
Criminal Tribes Act and one or two others of a similar consolidating 
character. Following that policy the Committee decided to consolidate 
the Indian Forests Act, and if Honourable Members will turn to the 
copy in their hands they will find from the schedule at page 25 that no 
dess than eight different Acts of the Legislature are affected by this 
measure. I submitted on the last occasion, when a motion was moved by 
one of the Honourable Members of this House for reference to a Select 
Committee, that no principle other than the principle of consolidation 
could be gone into because the purpose and object of consolidation is 
nothing more than mere consolidation. This House was anxious to con¬ 
sider whether the Bill was purely a consolidating measure or anything 
more. The Select Committee have since held their sittings and some 
members wanted to discuss principles and suggest amendments. You, 
Sir, on the last occasion ruled that it is not the purpose of a purely con¬ 
solidating measure to revise and amend its underlying principles, and 
the Chairman of the Select Committee has also ruled to the same effect. 
We discussed, Sir, the' two main points that were raised by one of the 
members of the Select Committee ; one was the retention of section 34 of 
the old -Act ,V1I of 1878, and the other was a slight verbal change made 
in section 42 of the Act. Now the Select Committee have fully dealt 
with both these points, but for the information of Honourable Members 
I may recapitulate our views on the subject. So far as section 34 of the 
Forests Act is concerned, it was a transitory provision enacted and inserted 
for the purpose of safeguarding the rights of persons into whose claims 
no inquiry had been made before the enforcement of Act VII of 1S78, 
and they were given one year’s time within which to set the law in motion 
for the purpose of settling any claim they may have regarding the forests 
which were then to be notified. I pointed out, Sir, on the last occasion 
that this transitory provision spent itself after the expiry of one year 
from the date of the notifying of the Act. Some Honourable Members 
hold that this provision should be re-inserted in the consolidating measure, 
and I wish to point out that the legal effect of re-inserting this provision 
would be to unsettle all old claims and titles that have been hushed up 
after inquiry on or before the last day of 1879. Now that is not the 
object of any Honourable Member of this House. It has been suggested 
that this Act does not apply to the whole of India and Burma, and there 
are certain districts, or at any rate one district, excluded from the 
operation of this Act, and if by notification of the Local Government 
this Act is extended to those territories, persons possessing private rights 
would be deprived of the right which is given to those who came under 
the operation of Act VII of 1878. • Now that would have been a perfectly 
valid argument, and I have no doubt my Honourable colleagues on the 
Select Committee would have acceded to it, only that the Legislative 
Department made inquiries and found that in the exempted provinces 
,of Madras and Burma, where they have local Forests Acts of their own, 
they have a provision analogous to section 34, by which inquiries have 
been made and titles in those provinces settled. The Legislative Depart¬ 
ment after considerable research reported to us that there is no place 
where this Act is to be extended hereafter, and if it is to be extended 
the Local Government would naturally ask for an ad hoc provision to be 
wadded to the Act should they desire to extend its provisions to their local 
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territories. My submission therefore is that it would not only not serve 
any immediate and useful purpose, but if this provision is re-inserted in 
the consolidating measure it would confuse titles already settled and 
set a premium upon litigation. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru (Agra Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : How ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : My friend Mr. Aney ejaculates, “ How ? 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Representative) : No, Mr. Kunzru. 

Sir Har i Singh Gour : I am glad, Sir, that at any rate,my friend 
Mr. Aney who was the protagonist of the opposition on the last occasion 
now assures me that he is with me. (Laughter.) 

Mr. M. S. Aney : No, no. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : 1 stand corrected. My friend Mr. Aney has 
put that question through Mr. Kunzru. Now, Sir, the answer is very 
simple. If you were to re-insert the provisions of section 34—that section 
runs to the following effect : 

“ That within 12 months from, the date on which, this. Act comes into force in the 
territories administered by any Local Government such Government shall, after con¬ 
sideration of the rights of Government and private persons in all forest lands or waste 
lands then under its executive control, for the purposes of forest conservation determine 
which of such lands, if any, can, according to justice, equity and good conscience, be 
classed as reserved. 

I will leave out the rest of the section because it is more or less on the 
same lines. This section 34 therefore gives the public a new right to 
compel the Local Government to inquire into their claims within one year 
from tlie passing of that Act. That period has long expired and we are 
only now putting together all the existing law which is contained in eight 
different Acts of the Legislature. In doing so we have naturally lopped 
off some dead branches, such as section 34, which would create confusion 
and unsettle old titles already settled. That is my answer to my friend's 
query as to liow it will affect existing rights. 

As regards section 42 which has been slightly altered, my friend’s 
contention was—and I have no doubt it will be repeated on the floor of 
this House—that while under the original section 42 of the Act the 
magistrate had the discretion to inflict a double penalty in eases of 
subsequent conviction, the present draft Bill gives the Local Government 
the power to Make rules for the infliction of double penalties if they 
should deem it necessary. The view of the Select Committee is that, so 
far as this section is concerned, it is ambiguous, and if Honourable Members 
will turn to section 42, they will find that it is ambiguous, because under 
clause 1 of section 42 we Lave : 

‘ ‘ the Local Government may by such rules prescribe penalties for the infringeniont 
thereof imprisonment for n term which may extend to six months or fine which may 
extend to Its. 500 or more ’ 

and then we have the second clause : 

* * <l<mblc penalties may bo inflicted in cases w-hore the offence is committed ”■ 

But whether “ the double penalty may be inflicted,” must be read in 
conjunction with “ the Local Government may prescribe penalties ” or 
3 ts an independent clause conferring upon the magistrate jurisdiction 
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to inflict double penalties, is a question upon which section 42 was 
ambiguous, and the Statute Law Revision] Committee thought that the 
ambiguity must be solved in favour of the ! subject, the result being that 
under the corresponding clause we give the Local Government the authority 
to • prescribe double penalties if they consider them necessary. That is 
all that has been done by the draftsman with the concurrence of the 
Statute Law Revision Committee in section 42. I, therefore, submit. Sir, 
that so far as this draft Bill is concerned, it has been thoroughly examined 
now by the Select Committee, and with the exception of one Honourable 
Member who has tabled an amendment to which I shall reply, if it is 
moved, there is absolutely nothing which has in the slightest degree added 
to or subtracted from the existing statute law appertaining to forests. 

I therefore submit, Sir, that this House should pass the motion I have 
made that this Bill be taken into consideration. Sir, I move. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : Sir, my friend the Honourable the Mover of this 
motion has tried to explain what has been done in the Select Committee 
and how and why the provisions of this Act have been examined in the Com¬ 
mittee purely on the principle of consolidation. In / this connection, Sir, 
I should like to remind the House of what was stated by the Honourable 
the President when the motion for referring this Bill to the Select Com¬ 
mittee was pressed to a division last Session. The Honourable the Presi¬ 
dent then declared that the Chairman of the Select Committee should bear 
in mind that the amendments that should be considered in the Select 
Committee should have reference to the principle of consolidation. So, 
that point was again raised in the Select Committee, and the Chairman 
of the Select Committee ruled that any amendments which have no 
bearing purely on the principle of. consolidation hut are intended to have 
a bearing on the merits of the Forest Act by some changes in other j>rovi- 
sions of the Bill could not be considered there ; and therefore the Select 
Committee had to confine its attention only to such provisions and to 
such amendments as were intended to show that the law was defective 
even from the point of view of consolidation. I am .stating these facts. 
Sir, for the sake of emphasising that because tbe Select Committee has 
not considered the other amendments and had not examined this Bill 
from other points of view, it should not be understood that the Forest 
Law, as it now stands, was in any way acceptable to tbe Members on this 
side of the House. The obvious defects of this law bad been clearly 
pointed out when this Bill was discussed in tbe other place. When the 
discussion took place in the Council of State it was suggested on behalf 
of the Government itself that, this being a consolidation measure. Gov¬ 
ernment would not like to consider any amendments on the merits of 
tbe Bill, but that Government would be prepared to consider any sug¬ 
gestions that would be made by tbe House to rectify the law at the next 
opportunity. Consequently, a Resolution was moved in the other House 
to appoint a Committee to revise the Indian Forest Law, and that Resolu¬ 
tion was in a modified form accepted by tbe Government.’ The Resolution 
has been circulated by tbe Government to various Provincial Governments 
to elicit their opinions as to whether a Committee should be appointed 
to revise the Indian Forest Law and, if so, what should be tbe nature 
of the Committee. Up to this time we do not know what decision the 
Government have arrived at in regard to that Resolution. In replv to 
certain questions put in .the other House, -I find that the only reply given 
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by Government is that some opinions have heen received and that the 
matter is still under consideration. If, therefore, the Government" are 
going to give an assurance that in pursuance of that Resolution they will 
appoint a Committee to revise the Indian Forest Law from all possible 
points of view to meet the popular demand in this matter, then I might 
not think it worth while even to move the amendments that stand in 
my name here ; but if no such assurance is forthcoming, it will be’my 
duty to move at least one of the two amendments that stand in my name 
here and to show that the Bill, as it stands, is not a purely consolidating 
measure. ' 

It may be asked what would be the propriety for not moving the 
amendments even if the Government do. not give an assurance that 
they would appoint a Committee. My answer is this. If they are going 
to give an early opportunity to revise the whole Act, then the question 
of considering those provisions which are'now being omitted from the 
present Bill can be appropriately re-opened,and even profitably considered 
afresh along with other cognate'points to amend the Law.’ But if no such 
assurance is forthcoming, then I will have to consider, Sir. whether I 
should not now, when this Bill is under consideration, press the amend¬ 
ments that stand in my name. 

. As regards certain points to which'reference was made in the-speech 
made by my friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, I think I should give a brief 
reply. I was not satisfied witb the explanation given’ by him here nor 
with the explanation given in the Select Committee; It lias been firged 
that section 34 of the Act of 1878, the old Act, or rather the existing Act,— 
•because the present Bill has yet’to pass into an Act, and come into force— 
.is only a transitory measure. A part of that section lias been read by 
my friend Sir Hari Singh Gonr. I do not want to take tip the time of 
the House by reading the whole section, but I shall briefly tell this House 
what that section is. That section consists of three parts. The first 
part of that section is that immediately after this clause conics into force, 
it shall be the duty of the Government within twelve months to determine 
what parts of the forest, which were till then for the purposes of forest 
conservancy under the executive management of the Government, should 
be classed as reserved forests and what parts as protected forests. Then 
■comes in the first proviso'to tlie effect that in tlie course of such inquiry, 
Government should try and find out what were the rights of Government 
as well as those. of private persons • over the forests that were going to 
be classed as reserved or “ protected ” forests respectively.' That inquiry 
has to be made within the aforesaid period by tlie Government. If any 
such inquiry has already been made at any time before the application 
of this Imperial Act, and the rights are settled and a due record lias 
-already been prepared, then this new inquiry need not be made and the 
forest officer should recognise tlie rights previously settled and recorded. 
But, if. any- such.inquiry was not previously made, and no inquiry con¬ 
templated under section 34 he instituted to prepare tlie 'record of .popular 
rights within tlie period of 12 months, then tlie rights of the Government 
and of the private persons over those parts which have been' classed "as 
. reserved ” and-“ protected ” shall remain unaffected and unabridged, It 
is certainly not merely a transitory'or a permissive .provision. If the Gov¬ 
ernment for any reason-fail-to -make an'inquifv and settle the rights of 
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tlie people and make a proper record of tlieir rights and consequently 
no such record is forthcoming in any particular tracts within the province 
to which the Act is extended, then notwithstanding and even in spite of 
any notification issued by the Government determining certain forests as 
reserved and certain forests as protected such rights as the individuals 
have been exercising over these forests for a number of years will remain 
unabridged and unaffected. It is a very important proviso from this 
point of view. Provisions in clauses 12, 13 and 14 of this 

Bill under Chapter II relate to certain inquiry to be made by the forest 
officer in regard to Reserved Forests. It will be found that if within 
three months no claim to their rights has been set up by individuals before 
the forest settlement officer, the right of the individual shall cease to 
exist. Now, the Honourable Member can see what the omission of section 34 
will mean. The difference is this. If section 34 is retained it is clear 
that whether any such complaint is made by the person concerned or not, 
if the Government of its own accord fails to institute any such inquiry, 
the rights subsist and remain unaffected. The obligation is upon the 
Government to hold the inquiry and register the rights and there is no 
lapse df right because the private person has not set up his claim within 
a period of three months or 12 months. That is the main point of 
difference. Unfortunately it is not duly taken into account by the 
Statute Law Revision Committee or the Select Committee. I am confident 
that if this difference is properly appreciated by this House then the 
House will agree with me in urging that section 34 cannot without some 
prejudice to the rights of the people in as much as it leads to the position 
that if a private person bearing any rights do not apply within three 
months from the date of the notification which the Government may 
issue all private rights automatically lapse. Government knows that 
there are tracts to-day to which the Forest Act is not extended. It was 
no use for Dr. Gour to inform me that in the second clause of this Bill, 
the names of the provinces to which the Act is at present extended are 
mentioned. I will ask him and the Honourable Members to read the 
third clause, and in that clause of the Bill Honourable Members will find 
that besides these provinces mentioned in clause 2 provision is made 
empowering any Local Government to extend this Aet either to the whole 
province or to any part of a - province administered by the Local Govern¬ 
ment. Even in provinces where this Act is already extended, there 
are certain tracts to which this law does not apply. And if Honourable 
Members are careful in reading the Gazette of India notifications pub¬ 
lished from time to dime they will find—I know certain recent eases that 
notifications to extend the application of this Act to new tracts and areas 
are often published from time to time. There is still room for extension and 
to move in search of fresh fields and pastures new. That is to say that 
the process of extension of this Act is still going on. And so long as this 
process is going on, I maintain, Sir, that the propriety of section 34 un¬ 
doubtedly exists. That propriety cannot be gainsaid and treated as 
a redundant superfluity. And if it be merely a consolidating measure, 
-as it is contended on behalf of Government, then my contention is that 
it is the strongest ground on which this House can urge that the clause 
•which was intended to safeguard the rights of the private person and 
the Government also in case of certain contingencies must be retained 
intact and should not be lightly tampered with or interfered with. That 
is the particular point I wish to.make. It is not merely a formal ‘change 
that is being brought aboht. It is not merely tho elhpination of a clause 
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here and a clause there to' remove some real or imaginary ambiguities. 
A very fanciful contention was urged, on a former occasion. Last time 
when my Honourable and learned friend Sir Hari Singh Gour argued 
this point before the House, he said that this Act came into force in 
1878, and the period of 12 months within which the Government was to 
inquire was over after 1879. He feared that if this provision,’ namely, 
section 34, be retained in this Bill which after being passed will ’ come 
into force in 1927 or 1928, then that period, of 12 months will extend to 
1929. And therefore all the orders which, might have been made before 
would be reopened and that would give rise to immense difficulty. He 
said it would create immense confusion, and incalculable disturbance. 
Even now he maintains it will• create confusion. I think-if-he reads 
•proviso 2 of. section 34, he will find that, if there are inquiries already 
made with regard to the rights of the people and duly recorded, then 
that very record had to be accepted by the Government: • When this law 
■will come into force, the mere fact that it has come into 1 force in 1928 
or any other year will make absolutely no difference. 1 vAt tho same time 
:my Honourable friend will realise that in tracts where - any ihquiries 
of this kind have not been previously made tbe omission of clause 34 
will result in great hardship. In certain-tracts it has been taken for 
granted by the Government that the rights must have been settled, as 
they found that under the old forest' conservancy rules certain forests 
had been already declared State forests. . Omt-he strength of these declara¬ 
tions-notifying certain forests ■ as State forests Government pi’oceeded 
to treat them as the reserved and protected forests under this law with¬ 
out any bother of an inquiry contemplated under 'section 34. - The posi¬ 
tion that is now created is this: The rights which the people have been 
up till now exercising over these forest areas as legitimate rights' will ’ not 
be legitimate rights immediately after this provision is eliminated from 
the law. (Sir Hari Singh Gour Why 1 7) That is the position.: The 
reason is very simple. The implications of this law" are not known to 
many Members. The real, difficulty is this. Very few-Members 
have any idea as to how this law is being administered in 
tracts which - are adjacent to the Government forests. The real 
position is that there are certain parts where Government have declared that 
certain forests are reserved /and certain forests are protected. But 
they have made absolutely no inquiry in certain parts at- all. - They have 
gone by the entries in the official register to classify state forests into 
two classes aforesaid. But as—they did not immediately want waste 
lands treated, and • classified' as reserved or- protected forests for any 
immediate purpose, they -did not find it necessary to 1 make any inquiry 
to settle and record the rights of the individuals or communities over 
them, and allowed the people : to enjoy such rights uninterruptedly as 
they had been exercising over those parts from -time immemorial. How, 
it So happens that; certain tracts which have been in this way classed in 
forest records as reserved but virtually left out'in the uninterrupted 
enjoyment of the people, are being used by tbe people for herding their 
cattle or for similar other purposes. I know a particular instance which 
very recently occurred in Berar, and which created a good deal of 
trouble and worry to the villagers. It Has occurred to one of the Forest 
officers in Yeotmal District that a certain'waste site in a village was in 
reahty classed as. a reserved forest. And he thought that he should 
01 ce rule .that no part of such foi'est could be .used ! for purposes 
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of herding cattle without express permission. He paid possibly a sur¬ 
prise visit to find all the cattle in the village in that very area. A case was 
going to be instituted against the owners for using a reserved tract 
without permission. All the cattle were taken into custody and sent to 
the cattle pound in a neighbouring village. Now, here there was in my 
opinion a clear infringement of a right and usage from time immemorial. 
When this matter came .up for consideration before superior forest officers I 
brought it to the notice of the Forest Officer the provisions in section 34. 
Have you settled those rights ? Have you made any inquiry. Were the 
rights ,of the people over this part of the forest recorded any where ? 
If not, then their rights remain unaffected, inspite of any official noti¬ 
fication. But although criminal proceedings against them were fortunate¬ 
ly not started, still they had to release the cattle from the pound on 
payment of a very heavy sum. Other clauses of the law penalising 
■the use of that tract by certain people, I strongly urged, will not apply 
in absence of such record. The rights which have been exercised by 
the people for a number of years must remain unaffected unless there is 
a specific record duly prepared in the manner provided for by this Act. 
What I mean to say is that there are possibilities of things of this nature 
and this House must scrupulously guard against all possible dangers 
when they consider any piece of legislation. 

I urge another reason. Assuming that it is true that the Govern¬ 
ment have extended the whole of this clause to the whole of India. But 
it is also true that in every province there are certain big private estates 
which contain a good deal of forest administered by the proprietor as 
he liked. Suppose for some reason that land or estate escheats to Gov¬ 
ernment or becomes Government estatfe. It is undoubted^ a new tract. 
In the case of such private lands with a considerable forest you will 
naturally find that the people have been using certain rights over that 
and if an inquiry which should be made under section 34.be not made to 
settle and record their rights they can persist in exercising them un¬ 
molested, but if this section is taken away to relieve the forest officer 
from the bother‘and worry to make any inquiry what will be the posi¬ 
tion ? The user of 'these rights of which they have been rightfully in 
possession from time immemorial will become an illegal act and they 
shall be liable under sections 26 or 33 of this Act. Well, there is that 
difficulty. I say that the Statute Law Revision Committee may have made 
certain inquiries. My learned friend who was on the Select Committee, 
representing Government, may have given certain information. But 
what is it ? He did not show that in several parts of the forest which 
are cither administered under this law or which is likely to come under 
the administration of this law some time later, Government have made 
certain inquiries and rights have been recorded. The members of the 
Select Committee did not insist upon seeing any such record. And 
therefore I am at any rate not at all satisfied with that. Particularly 
with the certain and definite knowledge which I have got of conditions 
existing in my own province, it was impossible for me to be satisfied. 
That is the position according to my understanding. Therefore, T was 
not satisfied with the information given and I was unable to agree with 
my colleagues in the Select Committee on this point. 

Secondly, Sir, with reference to the other question which is touched 
by my learned friend, namely, the modification that is made in section 42, 

d am rather surprised that in the Report of the Select Committee. 

d 2 




4344 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[14th Sept. 1927. 

Mr. President : Order, order. The Honourable .Member is exhaust¬ 
ing all the arguments in favour of his amendments'which have not yet 
been moved. , , " 

Mr. M. S. Aney : My position is this that, as I have already stated, 
if Government are going to give me an assurance that. 

Mr. President : Order, order, the Honourable • Member should wait. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : In that case. I do not want to proceed further with 
.this motion, and I will only state that the ‘.explanation given by my 
-learned friend does not at any rate satisfy me, and I think ought iiot to 
satisfy any Member in this House. • ■ .. ' 

Mr. President : The question is : - / ... 

> 1 ‘ That the Bill to consolidate the law relating to forests, the transit of forest- 
produce and the duty leviable .on timber and other forest-produce,' as reported by the 
Select Committee, be taten into consideration. ’ 1 ' , • ■ • 

The motion was adopted.’ v ; . ■ 

Clauses 2 to 34 were added to the Bill. 

Mr. President : Mr. Aney. •' _ 

Mr. M. S. Aney : I am not going to move my amendment. 

Clauses 35 to 86 were added to the Bill. 

The Schedule was added to the Bill. • • 

Clausei 1 was added to the Bill. 

_ The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill: 

Sir Hari Singh. Gour : Sir, I move, that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was adopted. ... 


THE TRANSFER OF PROPERTY ! (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. W. T. M. Wright (Secretary, Legislative Department) : Sir, I 
introduce a Bill further to amend . the Transfer, of Property Act, 1882, 
for certain purposes, which was ■ published under Rule 18 of the Indian 
Legislative Rules on the 20th August 1927... • • ■ 

, (At this stage Sir Hari Singh Gour rose in his place.) !l 

Mr. President : The Honourable .Member , is not .called on.- 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) ■: I thought',..Sir...- . 

Mr. President : Mr."Wright. ■■ ’ ‘ i. 

THE TRANSFER OF PROPERTY, (AMENDMENT),, SUPPLEMENT- 

: ■ . ARY,BILL. 

Mr. W. T. M. Wright- (Secretary, Legislative Department).: Sir, I 
introduce a Bill to supplement' the Transfer of Property (Amendment) 
Act, 192 , which was published together with -the Bill-which I have just 

introduced. , - ; 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi ' Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I...... : 

Mr. President : Is there any point of order ? 
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Sir Hari Singh. Gour : I am raising a point of order. 

' Mr. President : There is no motion before the House on which a 
point of order can be raised. 

Sir Hari' Singh Gour : I am entitled, Sir, to state to the House a 
point of order. - 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member can .only state a point of 
order to the Chair in connection with some business which is before the 
Assembly. There is nothing before the House at present. 

, Sir Hari Singh Gour : The Bill is before the House. 

Mr. President : There is no Bill before the House. The Bills have 
been introduced. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : T want to point out that the Bills have been 
introduced without any formal procedure laid down by the Standing 
Orders. 

Mr. President : Order, order. Sir Basil Blackett. 


THE INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BIEL. 

, The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) : Sir, I hope 
no point of order arises on this Bill of mine. As I explained when I 
introduced this Bill, it is for the purpose of amending the Indian Income- 
tax Act, 1922, with reference particularly to the difficult problem of the 
assessment of tea companies. Under a rule in existence until a short 
lime ago, a specific percentage of the profits of tea companies was laid 
down as the amount which should be treated as non-agricultural profits. 
It has been found that there is at any rate some considerable question 
whether that rule was intra .vires. On the other hand the tea companies 
who have been assessed regard it as most undesirable that the question 
of the exact percentage of the profits which should be treated as non- 
agricultural should have to be examined in every individual case. It 
would mean a great deal of trouble to the tea companies and trouble to 
the income-tax authorities. It is therefore proposed that we should take 
power, as we propose in this Statute, to make a rule that will be valid 
fixing a percentage. If we had been in a position to do so, the Govern¬ 
ment would much have preferred to introduce a Bill laying down the 
exact percentage. But we need some more experience in the case of 
tea companies and in other cases before we can safely do so. We there¬ 
fore propose in the first instance to proceed as under this measure. 
Then, when we have obtained fuller experience of the way the matter 
has been worked, the Government will try to put the matter, as I think 
all will agree, in a position which will be a more satisfactory one by 
introducing legislation to fix definite percentages. They cannot do 
that now, because ' it is impossible without more experience to know 
what the figures should be in several of the cases in question. 

I move, Sir, that the Bill be taken into consideration. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 
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The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : Sir, I move that the Bill be 
passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN LIGHTHOUSE BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Hall¬ 
ways) : Sir, I move that the Bill to consolidate and amend the law 
relating to the provision, maintenance and control of lighthouses by the 
Government in British India, as passed by the Council of State, be taken 
into consideration. 

/ Sir, it will not be necessary for-me, I think, to speak at any length 
on the subject of this Bill. The Bill is really part of a scheme that the 
Government of India have in view for bringing mercantile marine 
matters of all kinds under the direet control of the Government of India, 
and this is the first instalment of the Government of India’s plan. At 
present lighthouses on the coast of India are under a different system 
of administration in almost every province, and I believe that in the 
sub-province of Sind there is a different arrangement from that which 
is in force in the rest of the Presidency. This Bill proposes that all the 
lighthouses should be'brought under the control of j the Government of 
India under a uniform system. It provides for the appointment of a 
Chief Inspector of Lighthouses and of Inspectors of Lighthouses. It 
classifies lighthouses into general lighthouses which will be under the 
direct control of the Government of India and the local lighthouses 
which will be controlled ultimately by the Government of India, but 
will be administered for the most part by Local Governments and port 
authorities. It provides for the constitution of an advisory committee 
on which the interests concerned will be fully represented. And, finally, 
it provides for the levy of light dues, so that the administration of light¬ 
houses may be self-supporting and may not be a charge on the general 
tax-payer. 

On the subject of this Bill, Mr. President, we have consulted very 
fully commercial and mercantile opinion. The Bill has been considered 
by a strong Joint Committee composed of the Members of both Houses. 
That Committee has presented a unanimous report and I have no doubt 
that the House will agree that the recommendations of such a Com¬ 
mittee ought to be accepted. For that reason, I do not propose to enter 
into any further explanation of the r provisions of the Bill. I should 
like, however, to refer to two recommendations made by the Joint 
Committee on particular points. These are .recommendations in which 
they did not propose any amendment in the Bill hut recommendations as 
to the action that Government should take. The first of them is this. 
They say : 

“ The question of inserting a provision requiring that the advice of the Central 
Advisory Committee should always be accepted was discussed, and we strongly recom¬ 
mend to Government that its advice should in nil ordinary cases be accepted. ’ ’ 

Well, on that point, Mr. President, I would say this.. It is clear 
that the Government of India must retain ultimate control over ex¬ 
penditure. But subject to this, we are prepared ’to accept the recom¬ 
mendation that the adViee of the Central Advisory Committee should in all 

« 
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ordinai’y eases be accepted. The second recommendation was as to the 
constitution of the Advisory Committee. The Joint Committee said : 

“ As regards the constitution of the Central Advisory Committee we recommend 
that the Commerce Secretary should be Chairman, and that the Committee should 
include representatives of the following interests :—Royal Indian Marine (or Royal 
Indian Navy), shipping registered in India, and commerce, both British and Indian, 
which should each be represented by, an equal number of members appointed after 
consultation with the commercial bodies concerned." 

The Government of India, have no objection to accepting the pro¬ 
posed constitution as a suitable constitution for the Committee subject 
only to this, that as the Joint Committee themselves recognised as time 
goes on it may be necessary to revise the constitution for certain 
reasons. The example they give is that eventually it may be necessary to 
have District Advisory Committees and the District Advisory Committee 
might suitably elect a member to the Central Advisory Committee. 

I do not think, Sir, I need add anything further And X move the 
motion standing in my name. 

The motion was adopted. ' 

Clauses 2 to 22 were added to the Bill. 

The Schedule was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President : Clause 1. 

(Some Honourable Members rose in their places.) 

Honourable Members should not rise when the Chair is standing. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I move that the Bill, as passed 
by the Council of State, be passed. 

Mr. W. S. Lamb (Burma : European) : Sir, I desire to give a hearty 
welcome to this Bill and to the establishment of the principle that such 
revenue as -is secured from light dues shall be utilised to maintain lights 
and light ships and also towards reduction of the dues payable for lights. 
I think the House would like to have a certain assurance from the 
Honourable the Commerce Member in this connection. “We are not un¬ 
acquainted with the ways of Chancellors, of Exchequer, and Finance 
Members, and we should like to hear from our Honourable friend that 
the principle I have mentioned will always be kept in mind. With 
regard to the Report of the Select Committee, who have done their work 
well, I am sure the House would be glad to hear from the Honourable 
Member for Commerce repetition of the assurance given in another place 
concerning the Central Advisory .Committee. I have no more to say 
about the Bill. But I should like to say a few words with regard to the 
Burmah lights. We have a very dangerous coast. I think it is admitted 
that it is the most dangerous part of the Indian coast, and therefore 
anything which militates against that efficiency which should at all times 
characterise the service of the lights is to be condemned. There are 
quite a number of questions which will engage the attention of the 
pi-oposed Committee. I should like to mention two. One is this that at 
the present time the crews of lightships, of which there are five, are not 
under the terms of the Merchant Shipping Act, although I understand 




• 4348 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[14th Sept. 1927. 


[Mr. W. S. Lamb.] 

that in Bengal they are .under- the Act. This, ,o£ course, affects the dis¬ 
cipline and accordingly efficiency, and I do trust that this particular point' 
will have the early attention of the Advisory Committee.' There is 
another matter, and a more important one. That is the, provision of a 
craft which will attend to the lights and relieve the men who serve those 
lights. At present these services are being carried out by two' trawlers. 
No doubt they are very good stout sea boats, but being trawlers they 
have very little accommodation. They cannot carry on board the crew 
which is required to serve the relieving boats. Further, there is no 
accommodation for any medical officer, an officer who, I think, is as impor¬ 
tant as the Captain who commands the trawler or other ship. Now, being 
served by two trawlers only, when the monsoon comes along, it is quite 
proper to describe the service as dangerously inadequate. I should like 
to hear from the Honourable the Commerce Member that one of the very 
early duties of the Advisory Committee will be to cause to be designed 
a ship especially fit for the job. I should like to have an assurance of 
that nature because I regret to say that at the moment I have some mis¬ 
givings about the attitude of the Government of India towards this 
matter. Only some months ago a character was arranged for a term of 
years for a certain vessel to serve the Andamans generally and the 
lights there and this ship has been described by a nautical friend of 
mine as “ a standing disgrace ” and “ the worst selection that could 
possibly have been made.” I trust, that the proposals of the Govern¬ 
ment of India will be made in no spirit of cheese-paring and that they 
will accept recommendations on the lines of certain suggestions I ha,ve 
put before the Department of the Honourable Member. They are not 
my own suggestions or recommendations. They are the suggestions of 
a man who has the most intimate acquaintance with the coast lights. Sir. 
I support the motion. 


l® r - ^ ara * 3 * ia '> Nemchand Haji (Bombay Central Division : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, the Honourable the Commerce Member and the 
Honourable Mr. Lamb have drawn the attention of the House to certain 
points in the Joint Committee’s Report, but with your permission I 
would like to draw the attention of the House to another point in that 
eport which unfortunately has been overlooked by the previous speakers, 
at, bn,, is a reference to the Indianization of the staff engaged in con- 
n l C - 1 i 0n i7 Wlt T thc lig Mll0u ses of India. As it happens, this is a Bill upon 
winch, the Joint Committee has as important points to make as are 

piSJS 6 r°?7 °r ? le 5 l11 itself ’ and if there were any means by which 
of the Jomt Committee could be tagged on to the Act proper 
V61 7 much P ref erred that it was done. But the facts 
SLff™ '% n 6 ’ r T ™ ld draAV ^0 attention of the House to the reeom- 
Sf^tion of the Joint Committee that, as regards the personnel of 
^ expert mechanics, it may be found necessary, to 
J° n CrUlt ^em' from England. The Committee, however, 
in the cppini ° Goverimi ent that an 'Indian personnel should be trained 
This behfff k /s q mckly as possible so as to fit them for these posts. 

^ Joint Committee, I do hope that the Gov- 
possible for 7 their utmost to get Indians, even to begin with, if 

the initial recruit™ p^w 1 of* wor h- A nd Indians are not available, then 
recruitment of non-Indians should he as small as possible. I 
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consider that no more than one or two mechanics need be brought out 
from England, that simultaneously with them a number of Indian 
apprentices should be put in, who in a year or two would be fit to take the 
place of the expert mechanics imported from abroad. 

I *« 

There is, Sir, in the Joint Committee’s Report another principle, or 
rather the recognition of another principle, to which I should like to draw 
the attention of the House. It is in connection with the composition of 
the Central Advisory Committee. You will notice, Sir, that the com¬ 
position is made up of : 

1 i 

(1) The Royal Indian Marine or the Royal Indian Navy, 

(2) Shipping registered in India—and this is the point I want to 

lay stress on—, and 

(3) Commerce, both British and Indian, which should each be 

represented by an equal number of members appointed 
after consultation with the commercial bodies concerned. 

Here, I hope, we have a recognition by the Government of India 
of the principle that in matters connected with shipping and* allied sub¬ 
jects, the Indian Mercantile Marine, which has so- far received very 
niggardly and step-motherly treatment from the Government has a 
definite place, a place which is its own by right and I hope that the 
precedent that has been set up now will be followed up in later measures. 

With regard to the definition of “ Indian shipping ”, which is here 
represented by “ shipping registered in India,” I should like to draw the 
attention of the Government to the fact that when at a later date either 
of their own volition or under pressure of public opinion and of this 
House, the Government of India see their way, which they do not now, 
to accept the coastal reservation recommendation of the Indian Mercantile 
Marine Committee with regard.to the development of Indian shipping, 

I hope they will replace the present definition of Indian shipping as 
“ shipping . registered in India” by the definition given in the report 
of the Indian Mercantile Marine Committee, namely : 

(a) that is registered in India ; 

(&) that it is owned and managed by an individual Indian or 
by a Joint Stock Company, public or private, which is 
registered in India with rupee capital with a majority of 
Indians on its directorate and a majority of its shares held 
by Indians ; and , 

(c) that the management of such company is predominantly in 
the hands of Indians. 

Thih, to my mind, should be the proper meaning of the words 
“ Indian shipping But under the circumstances of to-day we have 
to manage with the definition that was available in the Merchant 
Shipping Act, namely, that Indian shipping means shipping registered 
in India. 

With regard to the question of separate accounts of lighthouses* to 
which reference was made by my Honourable friend Mr. Lamb, I should 
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like to make it quite clear that the Joint Committee did get a defirLite' under¬ 
taking on the part of the Government which has,been expressed'by them 
in their remarks on clause 20 which reads as follows : 

“ We have'not amended clause 20 but'we here record-our recommendation that any 
surplus to the credit of the lighthouse account should be, definitely earmarked for the 
purpose of lighthouse administration and,, should not be appropriated for - any other 
purpose 5 ’. t 

This is a recommendation which, I trust, will always be borne in mind 
by the Government along with the other recommendations made in the 
Joint Committee’s Report. ' - ' 

There is just one point more and I will - have done with'this subject. 
That is with reference to the exemption of sailing ships from the dues 
that are payable by them now. Up to the moment, different provinces 
have'had different scales with regard to exemption of sailing ships from 
the payment of light dues. The original , .Bill, as introduced by the 
Government, laid down the limit of 30 tons. The' Joint Committee, 
taking the Burma figure as the one which was likely to cause the least 
heart-burning, raised the figure to 50. The . reason, why the, Joint Com-, 
mittee raised it to 50 and not to any other figure 1 ;was that, as they 1 
mention, they tried'to keep the Burma :figure • in, mind. ; But, unfor-, 
tunately the Government themselves are not in a position to give;,the 
House any information as regards the various types of sailing-ships, and 
their tonnage plying along the Indian coast. The information, at our 
disposal in the Joint Committee,' was more! or jess empirical and the remedy 
designed' is also very much of that nature/ Since the publication of-the 
Report^ I have received a telegram from ’the Chairman of the Buyers 
and Shipping Chamber at : Karachi which reads : • v.■ 

Reference lighthouse consolidation measure before'the' hsse'mblyi 1 ' My Chamber 
strongly urge sailing craft up to 100 tons 1 be-exempted from "dues in’ order to secure^ 
some relief'from already hampering condition. V- r --m- .j ; y 


In‘view of this telegram'and the representation's that 'have' been 
■made or might be made later on by interests concerned 1 / T do. hope' the 
Honourable the Commerce Member'will, if the ease ls fully represented 
to him, see his way to exceed this limit off 50‘.tons;because,, after-, all, as 
1 said before^ the figure lias been more or r less empirically fixed. , . 

Finally, I would-just' like to,say ,,pne rword .with regard to this 
-question •. of> sailing .ships which, -ai’e , to be -exempted from the operation 
of the clauses of tins Bill. - As I, said-before, tlie Government did not lia,ve 
sufficient information which they could put, before, the Joint Committee 
and I am afraid they have not got that information even now. It is to 
my mind ah example of the " utter ■ indifference ’ which • the ‘ Government 
have shown to this question of Indian shipping, whether"’steam or sail, 
and I do ho-pe that in future no occasion will arise when the Government 
would come forward with the excuse that they have not in their possess¬ 
ion facts and figures, statistics and *• .particulars which w.otdd facilitate 
the work of the House and the Select’ Committee,’ and I do hope that the, 
°' eminent would on future occasions be in a position to place all the 
necessary materials before the Committee and this House so that the 
-country,might see that the, Government are. quite serious in their intention 
+wT n ^ ;thc lTldian mercantile marine.- Sir, with these.-words, I,support 
o ion made by the Honourable, the ' Commerce Member. 
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The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; Sir, I am indebted to my 
Honourable friend Mr. Haji for drawing my attention to the recom¬ 
mendation of the Joint Committee which I had intended to mention in 
my previous speech, but which I inadvertently omitted. The Govern¬ 
ment of India accept the recommendation ox the Committee, namely, that 
though it may be found necessary to begin with to recruit expert mechanics 
and the personnel of the staff from England, an Indian personnel should 
be trained in the special work as quickly as possible so as to fit them for 
these posts. i The Government of India have accepted that recommenda¬ 
tion. (Applause.) 

Then, Sir, as regards the point that lie raised about the limit of ton¬ 
nage which would justify the exemption of sailing ships from the payment 
of light dues, as matters stand at present we cannot go beyond the recom¬ 
mendation of the Joint Committee, namely, that the limit should be 50 
tons. But once the Advisory Committee has been constituted bud the new 
system has got into working order, there would be no objection to con¬ 
sidering whether that limit might not be raised. But, clearly, this is one 
of the matters on which the opinion of the Advisory Committee will be 
very important, and as I stated a few minutes ago that in all ordinary 
cases the Government of India would accept the recommendation of the 
Advisory Committee, it is clearly out of the question now, even before the 
Advisory Committee has come into existence, to say what the opinion of 
the Government of India would be. 

Then,' my Honourable friend Mr. Lamb asked for an assurance that 
the light dues would be appropriated solely for the purpose of mainte¬ 
nance and so on of the lighthouses. He had apparently some apprehen¬ 
sion in his mind as to the practice to which Chancellors of the Exchequer 
and Finance Members are said to he addicted when they feel like robbing 
henroosts. All I can say is that it is the intention of the Government of 
India that, while the lighthouse administration should be self-supporting, 
light dues should not be used as a source of profit. (Hear, hear.) I,will 
add this, that the total amount of revenue likely to be obtained from this 
source is, I think, too small to be an appreciable temptation to my Honour¬ 
able friend the Finance Member. (Laughter.) 

Then, my Honourable friend Mr. Lamb mentioned two matters which, 
he was anxious, should he brought before the Advisory Committee at an 
early date. I do not think there ought to be any difficulty about that, 
and I will certainly make a note of what my Honourable friend has said, 
so that these matters shall not. he overlooked when the Advisory Committee 
comes into existence. 

Finally, I would refer to the closing remarks of my Honourable friend 
Mr. Haji in which he complained of the indifference which the Govern¬ 
ment of India in the past had shown in mercantile marine matters. I 
thought his tone was unduly gloomy, and I missed. I confess, the absence 
of any recognition of our sign of repentance in the shape of this Bill which 
the Government of India have placed before the Assembly. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

" Tint the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to the provision, main- 
tenaneo and control of lighthouses by the Government in British India, ns passed bv 
the Council of State, be passed.” 

The motion was adopted. 



THE INDIAN SUCCESSION. (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

- r The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar (Home/Member),. i Sir, I -move ■ that 
,tlie Bill further to amend .• the , Indian Succession Act,, 1925, and the 
Married Women’s Property Act, 1874,. as 'passed by,;the Council of State, 
be taken into consideration.. To Honourable Members who, are lawyers 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons, will,be adequate .to give;a ; clear idea 
of the intention of this Bill. I. think that I. shall sufficiently discharge 
the necessities of the case if I explain very briefly in non-teehnical language 
to Honourable Members who are laymen what the Bill sets out,to do. 

Sections 223 and 236 of the Succession Act of 1925 reproduce provi¬ 
sions of the law which have been in the Indian law since, I think, 1865'. 
They prohibit the grant.of probate or of letters of administration' to a 
married woman when the deceased is a Christian or is at any rate not 
within the categories specified in these two- sections. 5 Those -provisions 
were based, and have since been continued without amendment, on the law 
as it existed in England at that time. Since then, however, there hgve 
been many changes in the English law and it is desirable that the Indian 
law on these points should be brought into conformity with' the English 
law. Nor is it merely a question of any academic discrepancy’in the law: 
This measure was as a matter of fact'originally drafted in consequence 
of representations made to the Government' of India by the; High Court of 
Bombay. They pointed out that under modern conditions serious hard¬ 
ship could be caused aud as a matter of fact within their knowledge had 
been caused by the existing prohibition. There may be, for ' instance, 
physical reasons which- render it impossible in cases arising under these 
■sections for the consent of the husband to.be obtained. The object of the 
Bill therefore^ is to bring the law into conformity with what is now.the 
English Law in the matter, and also to provide remedies for those specific 
case's of hardship which have come to notice. ,,, .f ■ 

The other part of the Bill limits the liability of a husband in cases in 
which his wife has obtained probate or letters ■ of administration and is 
a trustee, executrix or administratix either' before or after marriage. The 
object of clause 3 of the Bill is to limit the'husband’s liability in that case ' 
also in accordance with the principles of the English law' in' the matter.' 

I hope, Sir, this brief explanation will commend this small measure to 
the favourable consideration of the House. ■" ‘ u'-. ,... , 

' '^Mr. K. C. Neogy (Dacca Division.Non-Muliammadan .., Rural) : 

Sir I have no observations to offer on the ..present measure but I rise to 
intake an enquiry from the Honourable -Member ‘in charge. , I was one of 
the members of the Joint Committee that had to deal with the Indian Sue- 
cession Consolidation Act of 1925, and when we, were dealing, with that 
measure of consolidation the desirability of. a general 'revision of the whole 
law of succession was pointed out, and, as far as I recollect,' Government 
also admitted the necessity of undertaking a general revision at . an early 
date.. I do noti know what "are the particular reasons that, have induced 
(government to bring up this measure as a sort .of piecemeal' proposal 
instead of undertaking the revision of the whole Act' as was said would be 
done. - ,, ... 

“Speech not corrected by the Honourable' Member. ~ 
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Mr. President : The question is .- 

* ‘ ‘ That the Bill further to amend the Indian Succession Act, 1925, and the Married 
Women's Property Act, 1874, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into con¬ 
sideration. ’ ’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 and 3 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

‘ The Title and' Preamble were added to the Bill. 

. ,, The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : Sir, I move that the Bill, as passed 
by the Council of State, be passed. 

Tn making that motion I should like to explain, with regard to what 
fell from my Honourable and learned friend Mr. Neogy, that the question 
of' a general revision of the law is one on which Government have not yet 
arrived at any conclusion ; and the reason for introducing this particular 
measure—which I hope will not fall within the category of those boxes of 
chocolates for which my Honourable friend has expressed an extreme dis¬ 
taste in which I cordially admit I participate,—the reason for introducing 
this measure was that specific cases of hardship had been brought to the 
notice of the Government of India and this amendment had been pressed 
upon them by the High Court of Bombay as a measure of very consider¬ 
able urgency. 

Sir, I move the motion standing in my name. 

The’motion was adopted. 


THE PRESIDENCY-TOWNS INSOLVENCY (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home Member) : Sir, I move that 
the Bill further to amend the Presidency-towns Insolvency Act, 1909, 
for certain purposes, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into 
consideration. 

I think, Sir, this .is another case in which it is unnecessary for me 
to go elaborately into the details and technicalities of the Bill, which 
again will be apparent to Members of the House who are lawyers, and 
I propose, .therefore, as on the previous measure, to indicate very briefly 
s what the object of this Bill is. It relates to the interpretation which 
ought to be placed upon sections 7 and 36 of the Presidency-towns In¬ 
solvency Act and to elucidate and settle the law on that point. The 
position is this. Section 7 as it stands appears to give very -wide powers 
to Insolvency Courts to decide questions of priority and all other ques¬ 
tions whatsoever, whether of law' or of fact, which may arise in any case 
of insolvency coming within the cognizance of the court. Section 36, 
on the other hand, empowers the court inter alia to summon before it 
any person supposed to be indebted to the insolvent and to require such 
person to produce any documents in his custody or power relating to 
the insolvent, his dealings or property. If on.the examination of any 
such person the Court is satisfied that he is indebted to the insolvent, 
the Court may, on the application of the official assignee, order him to pay 

to the official assignee-the amount, etc. It is important to notice 

that this section taken alone does not empow'er the Court to enquire into 
and to decide a claim which the alleged debtor does not admit. 
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There has been some difference of opinion between various High 
Courts in India on the subject. The High Courts of Calcutta and Bombay- 
following I think the cursus curiae in England on similar matters have 
held that the joint effect of these two sections is not to enable the In¬ 
solvency Court to decide a claim of this kind unless the claim is admitted. 
The High Court of Madras have taken a different view and it has been 
their practice to deal with matters of this kind by a, procedure which 
is known in legal parlance as garnishee summonses and orders. It appears 
to the Government, as it has appeared to the High Courts who have fol¬ 
lowed a different procedure, that this might involve a very serious in¬ 
justice in ordinary circumstances. A person against whom a claim for 
debt is made has ordinarily certain very definite remedies. He may file 
a written statement. He may claim to have access to and to examine 
documents on which the plaintiff relies, and he is entitled .to cross- 
examine the plaintiff and any witnesses that the plaintiff may produce. 
Now there appears no just reason why any one against whom a claim of 
that character is made should, merely because his creditor happens to 
be an insolvent or a person who is a petitioner for insolvency, be dep¬ 
rived of the remedies which are necessarjr for an equitable determination 
of the claim. I should like to say incidentally that the proposal whieli is 
comprised in the Bill has been laid before the High Court of Madras, 
and the High Court of Madras have expressed their willingness to adopt 
the procedure. The object then of the' Bill is to bring the law into 
conformity with the law in England, or rather to make quite clear that 
the law is so in conformity and to remove all doubts as to the procedure 
which ought to be followed. Clauses 3 and 5 of the Bill provide for a 
subsidiary matter. They make it clear that rules may be fz-amed re¬ 
gulating the conditions in which a petitioner in insolvency may be re¬ 
quired to produce his books of accounts, to file lists of creditors and 
debtors and to afford such assistance to the Court as may be prescribed. 
The necessity for a provision elucidating the law on that point arises 
from the fact that in some cases rules have been made for this purpose, 
and in one case at any rate a ruling of the High Court of Calcutta has 
raised doubts as to whether such Tules are intra vires. It is obviouslv 
necessary for the convenient and efficient administration of insolvency 
law and also for the ends of justice that any doubt on that point should 
be put at an end to and that rules which are framed for this purpose should 
be of unquestionable validity. " ' 

Mr. President : The question is : t 

‘' That the Bill further to amend the Presidency-towns Insolvency Act, 1009, 
for certain purposes, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into consideration.’' 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 to 5 were added to the -Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill.’ 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Sir, I move that the Bill, as passed 
by tbe Council of State, be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 



THE CANTONMENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. G-. M. Young (Army Secretary) : Sir, I move that the Bill far¬ 
ther to amend the Cantonments Act, 1924, for certain purposes, be taken 
into consideration. » 

This Bill, Sir, is a miscellaneous collection of amendments on points 
ol detail which have come to light in one way or another recently in the 
working of the Cantonments Act. I have explained those points at 
length in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, and when I moved for 
leave to introduce the Bill. I do not suppose that the House will'wish 
me do enter into them again. 

Sir, I move. 

‘t 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 to 13 were added to the Bilk , 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were" added to the Bill. 

' Mr. G-.'M. Young : Sir, I move that the Bill be passed- 

The motion was adopted. i 

THE INDIAN EMIGRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. A. R. Dalai (Secretary, Education, Health and Lands) : Sir, I 
move that the Bill to amend the Indian Emigration Act, 1922, for a certain 
purpose, be taken into consideration. 

It is unnecessary for me to explain the object of this Bill as I have 
already done it more than once in introducing the Resolution on the subject 
of ratifying the Convention, and I shall, therefore confine myself to a few 
comments on the two 4 operative clauses of this very simple and small 
measure. Under clause 2 we define the term “ emigrant ship ” as “ any 
ship specially chartered for the conveyance of emigrants, or conveying 
emigrants exceeding a number to be prescribed A ship specially 
chartered for the conveyance of emigrants becomes ipso facto an emigrant 
ship. But it may happen that passenger vessels might carry emigrants 
in large numbers and in that case Government might, consider it advis¬ 
able to include them under the definition of emigrant ships so as to extend 
to them the provisions of the Indian Emigration Act. There is a fur¬ 
ther proA'iso to this clause Avhich runs ; 

‘ ‘ Provided that the Governor General in Council may, by notification in the 
Gazette of India, declare that ships convening emigrants ,to any specified port shall 
not be deemed to be emigrant ships." 

The object of this proviso is to exempt the ports of Ceylon and the Malay 
States at present from the provisions of this Bill. As I hav r e explained in 
moving my Resolution on the ratification of the Convention, it is not 
necessary to institute any system of inspection of emigrants on hoard 
ships plying to Ceylon, which is merely a short journey across the straits 
by what is practically a ferry boat ; and as for the Malay States we hav T e 
already a system of inspection - by the Malay Government itself. It 
would not therefore be necessary for us to extend thN measure to ports 
which might he called home-irade ports. As for tlw definition of svhat 


( 4355 ) 



4356 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


•[14th Sept. 1927- 


[Mr. A. R. Dalai.] 

are liome-trade ships I would draw the attention o£' the House to sec¬ 
tion 2 (5) of the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, which runs as follows : 

“ Home-trade ship means a ship employed in .trading between any ports in 
British India or between any ports in British India and any port or place on the 
continent of India or in the Straits Settlements or in the island of Ceylon. ’ ’ 

As the House will notice we have reserved power, if and when it is neces¬ 
sary, to extend the provisions of this Act to any port even within home 
waters, if we consider it necessary. But for the present we do not con¬ 
sider it necessary to extend the provisions of this Bill to the ports of 
Ceylon and the Malay Straits. , 

As for clause 3 (1), it is purely a drafting clause. Under clause 3 (2), 
we take upon' ourselves the power to make rules for the purpose of pro¬ 
viding for the safety and well being of emigrants during the voyage. 
Under the existing clause 24 of the Indian Emigration Act, we have 
power to provide for the safety, well-being and protection of the 
emigrants up to the date of their embarkation and on their return, but not 
during the voyage. But by this clause we take upon ourselves the power 
to provide for their safety, protection and well-being during the voyage. 
Sir, I move. • 


The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That clause 2 do stand part of the Bill.” 

Mir. N. Mi. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests) : Sir, I move : 

“ That in clause 2 of the Bill, in the proposed clause (cc), after the word ‘ convey¬ 
ing ’ the words ‘ more than ten ’ be inserted ; and the words ‘ exceeding a number to 
be prescribed ’ be omitted.” 


The object of my amendment is that the minimum number of emigrants 
which is required to be carried by a ship in order to constitute it an 
emigrant ship should he prescribed by this House and not by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India. Sir, the personnel and the policy of the Government 
of India vary from period to period. To-day we may have a progressive 
department which manages this business of emigration ; but to-morrow 
we may not have such a progressive department. It is, therefore, better 
that the minimum number of emigrants which is necessary to constitute 
au emigrant ship should be defined by this House, so that the definition 
may not vary according to the vagaries of the Government of India of a 
particular period. I therefore think that my amencLment is very neces- 
• sary and reasonable. , > ... , ’ 


As regards the second portion, of my amendment, it is ' also quite 
necessary, because if we once ■fix the number at 10. we, have to omit the 
latter portion of the first part of sub-clause (ce). , , 

I hope, Sir, the House will accept my amendment. > 

Mr A. R. Dalai : Sir, I very much regret that' I cannot accept-the 
nC l ni .< en i° ve ^ ky my friend Mr. Joshi. I think. Sir, I have repeated 
«imost to the point of weariness that the object of' the Convention was 
not. the institution of any new system of inspection of emigrants where 
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none existed, but the simplification of the system of inspection of emi¬ 
grants where it did exist. Now, Sir, what would he the result of accept¬ 
ing the amendment of my Honourable friend Mr v Joshi ? The result 
would be that whenever any ten persons who come under the definition 
of the word “ emigrants ” travel, even say to Ceylon, immediately all 
the provisions of the Indian Emigration Act including the various Articles 
of the Convention would come into operation. Now, has my friend put 
forward a single argument to prove the necessity of such a provision ? 
Has he proved that there are any hardships undergone by emigrants who 
now travel to Ceylon and the Malay States ? I submit, Sir, that he has 
not attempted to do anything of the sort. 

I would, draw the attention of the House to the provision of the old 
Emigration Act,-1908. Section 2 ( 4 ) of that Act says : 

“ ‘ Emigrant ’ and ‘ emigration ’ denote the departure by sea out of British 
India of a Native of India under an agreement to labour for hire in some country 
beyond the limits of India other than the Island of Ceylon or the Strait Settlements 

A similar provision exists in the British Act, section 361, which says : 

“ The provision of this part of the Act respecting emigrant ships shall apply to 
all voyages from the British Islands to any port out of Europe and not •within the 
military 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask the Honourable Member on which of 
my amendment he is speaking, because I have not moved all of them. 
I thought he was speaking on the amendments which I have not yet 
moved. 

Mr. A. B. Dalai : Sir, if we accept the Honourable Mr. Joshi ’s 
amendment and do not take to ourselves the power to define the number 
of emigrants who travel by what we call emigrant ships, then I submit 
the arguments which I have just adduced are valid. As a matter of 
fact, the two amendments of my friend Mr. Joshi are so closely inter¬ 
connected that it is really difficult to speak on the one without touching 
upon the other. Under the British Act also, I find that the numbef of 
steerage passengers which a ship should carry to constitute it an emigrant 
ship is 50, and not 10, as now proposed by my friend Mr. Joshi. I submit, 
Sir, that for these reasons I cannot accept my friends Mr. Joshi’s amend¬ 
ment. Apart from that, as I have mentioned before, he has not made 
out a ease to prove that any hardship is now undergone by passengers 
who travel to Ceylon or the Malay States, to which ports alone the Emi¬ 
gration Act is now applied and which alone we propose to exempt from 
the proviso. 

Mr. President : The original question was : 

“ That clause 2 do stand part of the Bill 
Since which an amendment has been moved : 

“ That in clause 2 of the Bill,‘in the proposed clause (cc) after the -word ‘ con- 
veying ’ the words ' more than ten ' be inserted ; and the words ‘ exceeding a number 
to be prescribed ’ be omitted.” 

The question I have to put is that that amendment be made. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President (to Mr. N. M. Joshi) : Does the Honourable Member 
wish to proceed further with his second amendment ? 
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(Several Honourable Members : “ Withdraw, withdraw ”.) 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : I move, Sir : ' ‘ 

“ That in clause 2 of the Bill, in the proposed clause (ce), the proviso be.omitted.’? 


Sir, this proviso gives power to the Government of India to make 
an exception, namely, that even though a ship may he chartered for 
carrying emigrants or even though a ship may he carrying emigrants 
of the prescribed number, still the ship may not be called an emigrant 
ship. Sir, the Honourable Member in charge of the Bill explained that 
it is not the intention of the Government of India to' apply this Act to 
emigrant ships going to Ceylon or the Malay States, and he gave it as 
a reason for the policy which the Goveimment are adopting, that Ceylon 
and the Malay States in the first place are wliat he calls “ home-trade 
ports ”. Sir, Ceylon and the Malay States may be “ home-trade ports ” 
from the point of view of the British Government, because they are under 
the same Imperial Government', but from the point of view of Indian 
emigrants, they are not home-trade ports. Our Government has no 
control over the Ceylon Government nor over the .Malay Straits. I 
therefore think that the argument that these two ports are called home- 
trade ports cannot have much influence on the decision of this House as 
regards that point. ■ • • ■ ’' ' : 

Secondly, he said that at present the ships conveying emigrants are 
being inspected by the Inspectors of the Government of Malaya and the 
Straits Settlements. Now, Sir, my point is that if Indians are being’ 
carried as emigrants on ships, the ships ought to. be inspected not by the 
Inspectors appointed by the Government of Malaya but by. the inspectors 
appointed by the Government-of India. It is only then that the emigrants 
will receive adequate protection. The Honourable Member in charge of 
the Bill stated that, so ,far no complaints have been'received. Sir, it 
is difficult for me to say when Government will say that complaints are 
.received. I have read several times in the Press that the condition of 
deck passengers going to Malaya and tlie Straits Settlements is hot quite 
good and Mr.. C. F. Andrews has once or twice 'made serious complaints 
about the point. I therefore think, Sir, that it is 'not right'‘that we' 
should give power to the Government of India,to exempt ships going to 
the ports of Ceylon and Malaya from the "operations of' this Bill. I hope. 
Sir, the House will accept my amendment. 


Mr. A. R. Dalai : Sir, I regret I cannot accept, the amendment. The 
only point that the Honourable the Mover of the amendment has made is 
hat certain hardships are being undergone by deck passengers travelling to' 
ila aya and that it is necessaryfor the Government to see that those hard¬ 
ships should be removed. I understand, Sir, that the' Report of the Deck 
I assengers Committee is now under consideration. - «■ 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ,ask when was the Report of the ■ Deck 
Passengers Committee made - 

■tbo w. r ' A ' -R alaI , : 1 am afraid. Sir, he must address that question to 
the Honourable Member for Commerce. ' ' 

Muh^™?ri rab S ai ^ emc ^ and (Bombay ' Central Division : Non- 

luunammadan Rural) : Was it not in 1921, Sir ?' . • . . 



THE INDIAN EMIGRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL. 4359 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : That point, I submit. Sir, does not arise out o£ 
the consideration of this measure. If any hardships are being undergone 
by deck passengers, they are being undergone by deck passengers travelling 
throughout the various ports and not merely by deeik passengers travelling 
to Malaya. As for the conditions of the voyage of emigrants to the Malaya 
States, perhaps, I might expand my remarks to a certain extent. Recently, 
the Government of the Malay States urged the shipping companies to. 
increase the number of their vessels and the accommodation on board ship, 
and I understand that two very fine vessels have been put on by the ship¬ 
ping companies at the request of the Malaya Government for the con¬ 
veyance of emigrants and those vessels which were formerly conveying 
5,000 British troops are now only conveying 3,000 emigrants. The accom¬ 
modation provided for emigrants travelling to the Malay States is therefore 
very much in excess of what is laid down under our Indian Merchant 
Shipping Act and is better than the accommodation provided .for British 
troops. Under these circumstances, Sir, I do not think that my Honour¬ 
able friend has made out any case for removing the proviso altogether. 
If we were' going to do so, we should have to consult the shipping com¬ 
panies and it would be impossible for us to carry this measure through in 
the present Session and that would be defeating the Bill altogether, because 
we would not be able to give effect then to the recommendation of the 
International Labour Organisation and bring into operation the provisions 
of this Convention by the 1st January 1928. 

LIr. President : The question is : 

“ That in clause 2 of the Bill, in the proposed clause (ce), the proviso be omitted.” 

The motion was negatived. 

Clauses 2 and 3 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the B\I1. 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : Sir, I move that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty Minutes to Three 
of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty Minutes to Three 
of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


RESOLUTION EE CENSORSHIP OF CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home Member) : Sir, I beg to move 
the following Resolution : 

“ That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that he bo 
pleased to appoint a Committee to examine and report on the system of censorship of 
cinematograph films in India and to consider whether it is desirable that any steps 
should be taken to encourage the exhibition of films produced within the British Empire 
gcnetally and the production and exhibition of Indian films in particular.” 

Sir, in view of Hie fact that a considerable amount of criticism has lately 
been passed in this House upon the appointment of Committees and of the 
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fact, that oh some occasions the Government of India have been unwilling 
to appoint Committees which this House has been desirous of appointing, I 
should have some hesitation in making this motion if I did not feel con¬ 
fident that I had a really strong and convincing case to lay before the House, 
i think that in the matter of appointing Committees there are two eonsidera : 
tions.to be taken into account. The first is whether there is a problem oE 
sufficient importance and urgency to call for an inquiry and the second 
whether a Committee of inquiry is the best means of carrying it out. I 
shall revert to this particular point later. Meantime, I think I need say 
very little to emphasise the great importance of this question. It has 
been pressed very strongly upon the notice of Government in many ways 
and in particular on more than One occasion by Resolutions moved in the 
Indian Legislature. The last occasion, in fact, on which it was prominently 
brought to the notice of Government was the Resolution moved by the 
Honourable and learned gentleman who is the Leader of the' Congress 
Party in another place. Sir, the rapid and extraordinarily wide develop- 
-ment of the cinematograph throughout the world has brought a new force 
into being. It is as a matter of fact now one of the great Eorees for good or 
evil now operating upon society. In respect of very large sections of the 
population it rivals, if in some cases it does not even surpass, the power 
. of the printing press and the platform and even the pulpit for the com¬ 
munication and dissemination and formation of ideas. It has a peculiar 
appeal because it appeals directly to the eye. It is not'only that the cinema 
has become, a favourite amusement of large sections of the community. 
We have to deal with what is not only a great force but what may be a great 
art. And in dealing with matters of that kind, we have to be very careful 
of the principles on which we proceed and the expedients by which we pro¬ 
pose to operate. Now, Sir, the censorship in itself, however efficient the 
censorship may be, is by no means a final answer to the various problems 
which the cinema sets up. Censorship in all forms is an extremely diffi¬ 
cult and extremely . delicate task. It imposes, a very: heavy, responsibility 
on those who are entrusted with it and it is not.unnatural that.the opera¬ 
tions of the censorship should be subject to a very great deal of criticism.- 
Indeed, Sir, I do not overstate the case when I say that an official censor¬ 
ship set up by law of all forms of official activity is itself one of the most 
exposed to censure. It is by no means easy to establish any rigid or hard¬ 
bound rules by which the censorship could operate. If, for example, we 
set out to exclude from the cinema such matter as an educational authority 
might exclude from school books we should find ourselves very much in the 
wrong If we attempt to proceed on rigid principles of that kind, if I may 
paraphrase a familiar phrase, the public would fight and the public would be 
right. 


Sir, I intend to dwell very briefly on what is the existing law. Two 
statutes were passed, one in 1918, and one which very considerably amended 

ii .* n ivP^ri se ^ a censorship. The main principle adopted was 
that the Government of India should be empowered to authorise Local 
Governments to institute boards of censors and it was then provided that 
nt least half of such boards should consist of non-official members. In 
T ^ i ln ? Ce of t l0se fi mvers the . Government of India have authorised the 
s SS r T ts of Bomlj ay, Madras, Calcutta and Burma to institute 
that thov Th ° Se ? r ° vmces bave been selected for the natural reason 
sea port towns and the points at which the greater part of 



CENSORSHIP OF CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS. 


4361 


films shown in India come into the country. Other Local Governments 
are of course not left without powers. The certificates of films which are 
censored hy the boards at the 4 centres I have mentioned are in the first 
instance valid for any part of India. But the Local Government may at 
its own discretion declare to be uncertificated any film which they consider 
unsuitable for exhibition in their own jurisdiction, and such a film cannot 
be exhibited. Other local authorities have also powers enabling them to 
deal with matters arising in their charge. The District Magistrate, for 
example, may, if he finds that a film which is being exhibited or is proposed 
to be exhibited, in his charge, is unsuitable, suspend the certificate and 
submit the case for the orders of the Local Government. That, Sir, is the 
general existing machinery and so far as the actual powers which it con¬ 
veys are concerned, I do not think they are inadequate. The question is 
largely whether we have arrived at the most convenient method of applying 
them. As I have said, it is impossible to attempt to establish any machinery, 
with standards of universal application. 

The kind of criticism which has been made against the operation of 
the existing censorship is of a very diverse character. Exception has been 
taken by members of the European community, to a class of films which 
has particularly aroused the criticism of the members of that community 
and which are ol a type of film, usually coming from America, which, with¬ 
out coming within the extreme limits which obviously render the film' 
unfit for exhibition, nevertheless represent customs of society and manners 
in an undesirable light. That objection has been taken not only by the 
members of the European community. The objection has been taken 
equally strongly and in respect of the same matter by Indian opinion, 
and the point was argued at very considerable length and with great force 
and lucidity by the Honourable and learned member, to whom I have already 
referred, in another place. Then there are questions of a provin¬ 
cial point of view. For example, there is a case which came to my personal 
notice. It was a film dealing with the life of Buddha. It was imported 
I think, at Bombay and was there certified. The film, as a matter of 
fact, dealt with a great and sublime episode in a reverent and respectful 
spirit. It was produced in Bombay, Calcutta and in many parts of India 
without any objection being taken to it. But when it was produced in 
Burma, very strong exception was taken to it. There are several instances 
of that kind which I could quote which indicate that films may be passed 
by the board of censors according to very reasonable standards for large 
cities like Bombay or Calcutta, but which, nevertheless, when they are 
exhibited to less sophisticated audiences in Upper India, are found to be 
objectionable. That point of view has been impressed upon the Govern¬ 
ment of India from several parts of the up-country of India. As regards 
the criticisms that have been made regarding the work of the boards of 
censors, I should like to point out that to a very large extent they have been 
of a very general nature, which makes it difficult for the boards to take 
effective notice of them. I would suggest one practical measure that if in 
any film anything obviously objectionable comes to the notice of any private 
person, the best course is to call the attention of the board of censors which 
certified it, not in general but in specific terms. Criticism of that character 
would be of very material assistance to the Boards. 

Now, Sir, in the various discussions which have taken place on our 
general system of censorship, on more than one occasion the suggestion has 
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been made, that the particular machinery set up by the Acts of 1918 and 
1919 was not well conceived. A non-official Member of tbe Legislature 
actually . urged upon the Government of India that the censorship .ought 
to be strictly official, strictly stipendiary and central. There are some 
obvious objections to that course being taken, but it is a view which has 
been very widely held, even by Indian public opinion.' Of course,' if any 
change were made in that respect, it would be necessary that the matter 
should come before the House in the form of legislation. Now, in referring 
to the criticisms which have been levelled upon the existing machinery of 
the censorship, I desire particularly. to be understood as , not in any way 
endorsing those criticisms. I think that the'work done, by the two main 
boards, which deal with the greater .part of the work, namely, those at 
Bombay-and Calcutta, has been carried out on'the whole extremely, well 
and that the country is under an obligation to the members of.those boards, 
both official and non-official. The standards that they have set up are, on 
the -uliole, sound and practical. But there are, as I have pointed out 
inherent difficulties in the case and it is desirable that the whole system 
should he overhauled and examined. 

The second part of my Resolution refers to a somewhat, different 
matter. It refers to the question of the industry as distinct from the ques¬ 
tion of the censorship. The Resolution refers in particular, to the films 
produced within the Empire and especially to those manufactured in; 
India. The question was raised before the.Imperial Conference I think- 
.two years ago, on which India was represented. A resolution was passed 
suggesting that all the Dominions represented at the Conference should 
consider this question. ; ■ • , 

Lala Lajpat Rai (Jullundur Division : Non-Muliammadan) May I 
ask who represented India in that Conference ? 

The Honourable fllr. J. Grerar : I think it was Mr. Chadwick, but 
I am not quite sure. At any rate, that resolution w r as adopted. Whether 
we find it possible to proceed on these lines or not, it would be premature 
to say. That is a question which might very well be examined. But, in 
particular, I think the question of the Indian film industry is one which 
ought to engage the sympathy of this House and is a matter which ought 
to be inquired into. At the present moment the. manufacture of films in 
India has hardly got beyond the initial stage. There is ho reason why it 
should not become a large and a thriving indigenous industry. ‘ Personally, 

I should welcome a large extension of the manufacture of films in India 
because I consider that Indian films, if properly contrived and properly 
treated, would be in many respects more attractive to the average Indian 
audience than foreign films, the attractions of which often are of a very 
doubtful character. I think that films of that character, if we could get 
them, would not only he more instructive and more interesting to the 
Indian public, but would do a great deal to squeeze out from the market 
those films which we all unitedly condemn. I think, therefore that if a 
committee of inquiry could devise means by which this nascent Indian 
industry could be encouraged and put upon a sound footing, it wo.uld have 
rendered a very great service not only from an industrial point of view 
out from .the point of view* of instruction and healthy amusement. 
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Now, Sir, I do not want to delay the House longer on this point. I 
only wish to say this. The constitution of the Committee which the Govern- 
meat of India have in mind would he a small committee with a preponder¬ 
ance of non-official representation. We contemplate a committee with a 
non-official Indian chairman and I think that it would not be improper on 
my part to inform the House that if this Resolution is passed and the com¬ 
mittee is duly appointed, Diwan Bahadur T. Rangaehariar, late Member 
and Vice-President of this House, has been good enough with great incon¬ 
venience to himself to consent to assume the duties of the Chairman. 
[(Applause.) Of the five other members of the Committee, we propose that 
three should he non-official, two of them Indian and one a non-official 
European ; that is to say, in all four non-officials of whom three, including 
the Chairman should be Indian. The remaining two members were con¬ 
templated to he officials. The necessity of that is, I think, apparent. The 
question of cinematograph censorship, the whole organisation that has 
been set tip, is a matter now of very considerable complexity and techni¬ 
cality and a purely non-official committee, however, constituted, would 
spend a very great deal of their time in exploring, the voluminous, almost 
overwhelming correspondence, which exists on the subject before they could 
really extricate the issues to which their attention ought to be directed. 

I revert now to the point why it is desirable that a committee should 
be appointed to deal with this problem. The magnitude of the problem, 
its complexity and its difficulty will, I think, be recognised generally. When 
I say that we cannot get any further without the appointment of a special 
agency, I have some credentials for expressing that opinion. I have myself 
been personally connected for nearly nine years now with the whole course 
of the correspondence and discussions which have taken place in the matter 
of cinematograph censorship from 1918 when the first Act was passed. 
I have seen it from the point of view of a local hoard of censors. I have 
seen it from the point of'view of the Local Government. I have seen it 
from the point of view of the Government of India. I hardly like to 
compute the many hours, the many days which I have spent in reading the 
extraordinarily voluminous mass of correspondence, of despatches, and of 
other proceedings on paper in the course of the enquiry. I am convinced 
that we have now arrived at a,stage when nothing effective can really he 
attained without some special agency for the purpose. The ordinary 
methods of correspondence will serve merely to add to the volume of our 
records without adding very much to our knowledge of the subject or to 
the practical expedients which we should undertake to deal with the ques¬ 
tion. I am convinced of that, and I hope the House will agree with me. We 
have now, I say, reached the stage where the ordinary method of examin¬ 
ing questions of public importance by correspondence between the Govern¬ 
ment of India and the Local Government and between the Local Govern¬ 
ment and the various subordinate authorities has been nearly exhausted. 
We have passed that stage aud it is because I am convinced, that w r e have 
passed that stage, that I have put forward this proposal before the House, 
If the House agrees with me that this is an important question, one which 
ought to engage the attention both of the executive and the Legislature, one 
on which some advance ought to be made, then I trust it will agree with 
me that the committee that I have suggested ought to he appointed. 

Mr. C. Duraiswami Aiyangar (Madras ceded districts and Chittoor : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I rise to move the amendment which I 
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have given notice of and which runs as follows 

“ That for the original Resolution the following be substituted :— 

‘ This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that he be pleased 
to appoint a committee consisting of a majority of non-official Indians with an Indian 
ns the President of the committee : ' ’ 

(a) to examine and report on the system of censorship of cinematograph films 

in India ; ‘ ; 

(b) to examine and report on the kind of films now exhibited in the various 

theatres ; 

(c) to suggest legislative measures to be adopted for preventing and penalising 

the exhibition of films having a demoralising effect ; 

(d) to consider and report . on the desirability of preventing religion being 

dragged into the films of cinematograph 

Sir, I have heard with great pleasure the fine arguments of the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member in presenting his ease for proving the necessity 
of appointing a committee for cinematograph censorship. The Honour¬ 
able the Home Member started by saying that this. House is naturally, 
prejudiced against committees and that, therefore, he with great diffi¬ 
dence moved the Resolution relating to the appointment of a committee. 
But. I may assure him that, if the Government have the same warmth in 
putting into force the recommendations of a committee as they have 
at its institution or inauguration, surely much of the prejudice of this 
part of the House would have faded long ago. On the other hand, what 
do we find in practice ? ¥e find in practice at the inauguration of a 
committee, all the warmth and zeal is exhibited by the Government. 
They start with big pronouncements ; they start with pompous declara¬ 
tions and they start with all sorts of communications. But after the 
committee have sat for a long time and after they haye spent lakhs of 
rupees of public money in their investigations, and after they have made 
the recommendations, then comes all the delay and the disinclination 
and the aversion to give effect to those recommendations. If this be the 
conduct pursued by the Government of India, we are amply justified in 
viewing with alarm the starting of auy committee. I hope the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member will in this case, at least, try to give effect to 
the opinion of the Indian members on the committee, such as he has 
described to us, as forming the constitution of this committee. 

, Sir, when I read this Resolution, I considered, at first sight, that it 
was of the gravest importance that a committee of this nature must 
be appointed to make the enquiries under contemplation. But, when I 
got deep into this, I found the Resolution as framed by the Honourable 
the Home Member contained words which must be taken with a little 
bit of suspicion and alarm by this part of the House.' Sir, in this 
Resolution the Honourable the Home Member says : 

" That the committee should consider whether it is desirable that any steps 
should be taken to encourage the exhibition of films produced within the British Bm¬ 
p'rc gmcrally and the production and exhibition of Indian films in particular." 

Sir, I do not know why this partiality should be exhibited for films 
produced in the British Empire alone. If the films exhibited in 
cinematographs are to have an educative value to the -audience which, 
are attracted to it, then I cannot undefstand this partiality shown to 
the British products. I, for one, Sir, will always be. willing to have 
films of all countries exhibited in cinematographs provided they do not 

- - s 
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have a demoralising effect, provided they are not calculated to humiliate 
one section of the world and exaggerate the virtue of another section of 
the globe. If that be the object with which these films are exhibited, 
if the cinematographs represent the true state of conditions, they thereby 
act as an educative foree. Then, I am sure, films coming from Japan, films 
coming from China, those coming from Russia, from Germany or those 
coming from any country for the matter of that, must necessarily be 
wholeheartedly welcome to Indians. I do not for one moment understand 
why this Imperial Preference, why this preference for British films alone 
must be shown even in the cinematograph industry. They have a good 
deal of preference in every industry and in all other things that concern 
the British interests. At least so far as the film industry is concerned, let 
them not have this partiality for British Empire films, or for Imperial 
films alone. 

Sir, the Honourable the Home Member has also stated that the 
censorship is being made effective ,and is worked with more or less effi¬ 
ciency. But, Sir, the proof of the pudding is in the eating. When we 
see the various kinds of films that are exhibited in this country, we find 
that there has been absolutely no efficient or effective control over the 
exhibition or the selection of appropriate films in India. I am glad to 
hear from the Honourable the Home Member that the European com¬ 
munity itself has expressed resentment always at the manner in which 
the Western life is depicted in the films in this country. Yes, they feel it, 
and I wish that feeling is also reciprocated. I wish that it is also realised 
that when we Indians are depicted in books like that of Catherine Mayo 
and when we resent the atrocious manner in which we are depicted 
in books of that sort, I hope that the Honourable the Home Member 
will realise and appreciate the feeling of Indians. I say with all the 
emphasis that I can command that we are injured by such films, by such 
book-films and by such treatises aided and subsidised and financed by the 
various persons who are interested in humiliating this country. If, Sir, 
some of the pictures 'which are depicted in this book are to be trans¬ 
formed into films and brought to this country and exhibited in the 
cinematographs, then I hope the Honourable the Home Member will 
stand by our side and see that these films are prohibited. I feel for 
the European community. I appreciate their indignation when Western 
life is depicted in the most undesirable -ways in this country. I hope that 
feeling will also be reciprocated by the Honourable the Home Member 
so far as Ave are-concerned. 

Sir, the Honourable the Home Member has informed us what the 
constitution of this Committee is going to be and he has informed us 
that the Indian President has already been selected. I am glad to hear 
that. Sir, very often we do realise that Committees are pre-arranged, 
pre-formed, and everything is settled and the recommendation of this 
House is only a formal affair. However, if this Committee is properly 
constituted we shall have not the least objection to that. But as it is 
we do not as a matter of fact find that there is a majority of non-official 
Indians, and I do not. see how Government will suffer if they satisfy the 
desire of this part of the House by adding one more Indian and thus 
make it a majority, which my amendment seeks to do. 

In the amendment of which I have given notice I have not tried to 
exclude any of the main purposes for which this Committee is to bo 
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appointed according to tlie scope of tlie Resolution moved by the 
Honourable the Home Member. But I wanted to emphasise the fact 
that certain necessary instructions must be given to the Committee in 
the shape of definite propositions and definite powers which they have 
to exercise as members of the Committee. Oftentimes’ you find that the 
•members of a Committee are told that a particular enquiry or a parti¬ 
cular investigation is not exactly within the scope of the reference. To 
avoid that sort of thing I place before the House certain items 'of 
•specific reference which must be considered by the Committee. First 
of all, I say, Sir, it is ‘ ‘ to examine 'and report on the system of censor¬ 
ship of cinematograph films in India ”—which I have reproduced from 
the Honourable the Home Member’s Resolution itself ; but I have also 
aslced them not only to examine and report on the system of censorship 
but to examine the actual films, that are being exhibited in the,various 
cinematographs, so that they may see how far the censorship is obeyed. 
If the censorship is not properly obeyed and, is in practice ineffective 
it is the duty of the Government to frame the necessary legislation in 
•order not only to prevent undesirable films coming into existence but 
•also to punish those who have exhibited films contrary t.o the censor¬ 
ship. , 

Now, .Sir, the most important thing that I wanted to put into this 
amendment of mine is the question of religion not being dragged into 
the cinematographs ; and I am glad to see that the Honourable the 
Home Member has himself stated an instance where the Life of Buddha 
was exhibited as a picture and approved in various parts of this country 
but when it went to Burma there the devotees of Buddha resented it 
and it was found to wound the religious feelings of Buddhists in that 
province. I can also quote to my Honourable friend the Home Member 
several other cases in which religion and religious legends and incidents 
Avliich are recorded in the Puranas and the Holy Texts have been dragged 
into the films. There is the birth of Krishna, there is the Kalinga 
Mardana Droupadi Vastrapaliarana. So many things of this character 
are now being manufactured by Indian film producers. I found also at 
these exhibitions that a good deal of Puranic histor 3 T lias been con¬ 
verted into some false stories, legends and other things. So great is 
the mutilation of it that when these pictures are taken to other coun¬ 
tries, as sure as anything those other countries will try. to ridicule 
them without understanding where the mistake lies or where the mistake 
does not lie. In this connection I may point out to the Honourable the 
Home Member the remarks of the Editor of the Madras Mail about the 
mentality of the persons who attend these cinematograph exhibitions. 
He says : 

“It is extremely difficult for a member of the , audience constantly to remind 
himself that tlie scenes lie is witnessing are influenced by the place of their produc¬ 
tion, the nationality of their producer, ■ the kind of peoplche works with, the producer 
himself and by the actors considered in similar relations. Even the most aloof, critical 
and highly educated person is only partially able to rid himself of the impression that 
the camera does not lie when a film is convincingly presented.’' , 

That shows the enormous psychic force and, the psychological effect 
which is produced by the films upon persons of various kinds of edu¬ 
cation and culture who are attracted to them, and it is absolutely neces¬ 
sary that a good deal qf care should be taken in seeing that the Puranas 
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and other religious subjects are not brought into the scene of ordinary 
cinematographs. Of course the Honourable the Home Member has 
stated how British people do not appreciate and even condemn the 
American cinemas. I believe the reason is also mentioned by the Editor 
of the Madras Mail as to where the crux of it lies. The Madras Mail 
says : 

" The outcry against the American, war film ‘ The Big Parade for example, 
wgs directed not against any actual details of presentation, but against the underlying 
assumption of the film that America won the war. 

Therefore the ‘British people naturally resent America exhibiting in 
all the cinematographs that they won the war, and not the British 
people. And if the British resent this simple thing, how much more 
must we resent it if our religion is sought to be exposed even to the 
extent of being humiliated bj r foul and perverse stories. Therefore, I 
am strongly of opinion that much care must be taken by this Com¬ 
mittee in prescribing what kinds of films alone can be exhibited. Sir, 
the film exhibitor after all is not there for educating the people ; he is 
not an educationist. On the ether hand, he is a commercial man. The 
more he can draw people to his shows, the more profitable it is for him. 
Therefore he mixes up so many things which are false but which he 
wants to make appear true, as the Editor of the Madras Mail again 
points out : 

“ For him a historical picture means 90 per cent, production and 10 per cent, his 
toricity. Production is the art of making the impossible credible. British historical 
films have largely succeeded in making the truth incredible. ’' 

If, in dealing with history, the truth is presented in such a crude and 
undesirable manner what shall we say when they begin to deal with our 
Puranas which belong to 5,000 or even 10,000 years ago ? They are 
exhibited to us in most humiliating forms and in figures which are 
ridiculous, humiliating and demoralising. I say, Sir, that it is absolutely 
necessary that this Committee should work promptly and immediately. 
It is also equally necessary that as we are dealing with the exhibition 
of films in this country and dealing with films relating to this country, 
the majority of that Committee must be Indians. Indian sentiment must 
prevail and it must be properly brought before the notice of the Com¬ 
mittee. These things are absolutely essential and, therefore, I request the 
Honourable the Home Member to consent to this amendment by raising 
the number of non-official Indians that are to sit upon this Committee, 
to such an extent as to make it a majority. Certainly he is interested 
in seeing that the films are properly regulated, controlled and checked 
in the interests of both the European as well as the Indian community ; 
and among non-officials there are certain Europeans domiciled here who 
will no doubt take an interest in this matler. I will go to the length" 
even of not objecting to such a member on the Committee wlio will 
make it a non-official Indian majority. I for one have been anxious 
that this Committee should commence its existence soon if it is to do 
really useful work ; and therefore it is that I did not put into my 
amendment that the non-official members of the Committee must be 
elected by the elected members of the Legislature which might act 
as a red rag to the Government. I avoided all these expressions for the 
sake of promptly bringing into existence this Committee, and provided 
the Honourable the Home Member agrees with my view in this matter, 
a view which I believe is shared by all my Honourable friends on this 
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side of the House,’ the Committee will be quite acceptable to the Indiaii 
community. 

Sir, I move the amendment. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I am fully alive to the necessity of appointing 
a Committee for the censorship of films, but I agree with my Honourable 
friend Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar that the sphere of the activities of 
this Committee should not be confined only to encourage the exhibition 
of films produced within the British Empire. I think, Sir, as he has 
alreadj r pointed out, that no Imperial preference should be given in this 
connection. 

The other point, and the point in my opinion which is more 
important than that, is the appointment of the Chairman of this Com- - 
mittee. Sir, I have great respect for the Honourable Mr. Rangachariar, 
He was for a long time a Member of this Assembly and I have very, 
great regard for liis ability. But I consider it a slur upon the present- 
Members of this House that, an outsider should be given preference in. 
being appointed to an office or. as. a member of a committee. I note 
that the Honourable Mr. Rangachariar was appointed by the Govern¬ 
ment to represent India in Australia last year, and now I find that the 
same Honourable gentleman .is appointed as- Chairman of this Com¬ 
mittee. It means that the Government have .no faith in the capacity 
of the present Members of this House or that they consider that the- 
present Members are not fit to hold that office in the Committee which 
is being appointed. I have not the slightest idea of saying anything- 
against the Honourable Mr. Rangachariar, but what I submit is that 
making a selection of the members and office bearers of such. Com¬ 
mittees the rights of the present Members of the House should be kept 
in the forefront. If, of course, no- Member of this House is willing to 
serve or is capable of working on such Committees, then an outsider 
may be appointed. But as long as Members of the House are willing 
and capable of holding office or of,being Members, they should be gi\en 
preference over outsiders. The work of. censorship of cinematographs 
is not I think such a highly technical thing for which you require the 
special knowledge of an expert ; and even if you do require it. I do 
not think my friend Mr. Rangachariar possesses-any special qualifications 
in that direction. He is a distinguished member of the Bar? and I thin 
we, in this House, have many-distinguished members of the Bar like 
the Honourable Mr. Rangachariar. I therefore strongly urge upon the 
Government that in appointing the office bearers of committees they 
should not go over the heads ■ of the present Members of the House, 
who should he given preference in the matter of such appointments. 
With these reservations I support the Resolution. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Sir, I consider it. my duty to enter an emphatic 
protest against the insidious way in which various methods are adopted 
to thrust the principle of British Imperial preference upon this House 
through ■•the back door. I think this is a very objectionable procedure 
and I wish the Members of this House were strong enoguh to-day to show 
to the Government their resentment of tlie procedure adopted by the 
Government, Sir, I do not object to the. appointment, of a Committee to 
consider the question of censorship of cinematograph films ; but I find 
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that the real object of this Resolution is practically to afford a kind 
"of protection to films produced in the British Empire. As regards the 
encouragement of the Indian industry it is all eye-wash. We know 
that the Indian industry is not in a good condition. I would rather 
urge that no films except those produced in India should be exhibited 
in Tndia at all. I do not see any reason why the British Empire should 
have the preference, and why only films produced in the British Empire 
should he exhibited and not those produced in any other country. If 
this principle is going to be adopted I do not see why it should not be 
introduced all round specially in the book industry as well. Cinemato¬ 
graphs have an educational value ; so have books. Authors of books 
are being encouraged to come to this country and Government officials 
•co-operate with them so that they may write books which are extremely 
humiliating to the Indians, full of lies and insulting to the manhood and 
.womanhood of this country. I do not understand this parental solicitude 
■to protect the morals of the people of this country. I cannot see any 
purity of purpose behind this Resolution considering the attitude and 
.behaviour of various officials in connection with a book which is now 
on the lips of everybody in this country. I can see no basis for this 
Resolution except the anxiety of Government to protect and encourage 
British produced films. Why not extend that .anxiety also to the pro- 
-tection of British Empire produced books and gh r e those a preference 
over American produced books. If an American author can be imported 
into this country and helped in the work of degrading the people of this 
country, I see no reason at all why American films should not be ex¬ 
hibited in India. The European community is very anxious not to let 
.films into this country which depict a degraded view of European life. 
But are those films entirely false ? And, if they ax-e true to the life of 
the people, why should there be any objection raised to their being exhibit¬ 
ed in this country ? Sir, I have travelled in many countries and I think 
there is a deliberate conspiracy, amongst film producers, in the various 
countries of Europe and America to bring into discredit and con¬ 
tempt all Asiatic countries by means of cinematograph productions. 
T have seen several films in England and elsewhere in which most dis¬ 
graceful .and humiliating scenes representing Asiatic life are shown 
nauseous details of a rajah’k life or a xxabob’s harem, which are 
produced simply to prejudice the ■ English and other people against 
Asiatics in general and Indians in particular. I say that the anxiety 
behind this Resolution is not genuine and is really an anxiety to protect 
the British film industry, because perhaps the British films in competition 
with the American article do not draw such crowded houses and do not 
bring in much money. I therefore strongly object to the whole of this 
Resolution, unless the words relating to British Empire preference are 
entirely deleted. If those words are deleted, I will have no objection to 
the Resolution. (Ait Honourable Member : “ Thdv are not in the 
amendment..”) But in the amendment there is one defect which I wish 
to point out, namely, that the Honourable Mover has not added the words 
“ manufactured in India ”. His amendment therefore gives no en¬ 
couragement to the film industry in India. If he adds those words the 
amendment will he an excellent one. 

One word more. The Honourable' the Home Member has told us 
that there was some kind of conference in England whieL N icpxicao/1 fViTei 
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subject and India lie said was properly represented. I iiurably beg to say 
that that is exactly how India is being wrongly forced to accept proposals 
which are, said to' be for the good of the Empire and which are very 
detrimental to India. No one in this House was ever consulted in this 
particular matter. No Indian was ever sent who could be said to 
represent the people of this country. This is the case generally in 
relation to all International or Imperial- Conferences. Britishers that 
are sent support British interests rather than: Indian interests. I wish 
emphatically to protest against this' procedure of • committing India 
directly or indirectly to various schemes of Imperial preference through 
people who do not represent India and who do not know, India’s wishes, 
who nevertheless commit India to schemes, to which it' is claimed .after¬ 
wards that India was a party and therefore* must abide by the commit¬ 
ments thus made. I submit that is a very, objectionable procedure to which 
we on this side of .the House very strongly object. To the League of Nations, 
the International Labour Conference and various other. Conferences 
representatives are sent who do not represent the: wishes of India and 
who make statements and commit themselves" to schemes entirely detri¬ 
mental to the interests of this country. We "on this side- of the House 
insist on non-official representation ; but the procedure which Government 
adopts is a very roundabout one • and there -are non-officials and non-: 
officials. Government has got into the habit, of catching hold of one or 
two gentlemen to represent non-official India, in the different. Conferences. 
Some times it is a Hindu and some times a Muslim ; but the character 
is almost always the same.- He, -is . ostensibly nominated to represent 
poor India’s interests, the interests of 300 millions of the.people of this 
country. Whatever, he says, whatever he agrees to. Is afterwards 
quoted as having been said or agreed to on : behalf' of India. That is a 
course which we strongly object to. " ■ 

Then I come to the constitution of the Committee. My friend 
Maulvi Muhammad Yakub has dealt with that. I do not want to insist 
that tlie Members of this House only should be appointed to this Com¬ 
mittee. There are many people in the country who can well perform 
that duty, but I may inform the Honourable the Home Member that the 
gentleman whom lie proposes to' appoint as Chairman does not inspire 
any enthusiasm in Nationalist circles and is not likely to protect the 
interests of the people of the country. He is a very, able man ; he is a 
very good man; but somehow or other he has a weakness for. what I 
may call the milk and wafer policy. I say nothing against him. He-is 
a very good man ; he is a very able man. .(Laughter).' But somehow 
or other he is a'favourite of Government. ' For this reason, Sir, I say 
that...;..-... 1 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is speaking against Diwan 
Bahadur Rangaehariar. ‘ 

Lala Lajpat Rai : I am not sayimr anything against him; Sir; nor 
have X said anything* against liim. * What X am saying is that he is not 
the sort of .person' .'who is likely 'to inspire any enthusiasm amongst us. in 
spile of his ability and in spite of bis goodness.' Therefore, Sir. the mention 
of his name does not take us anv further. I do not attach very much im¬ 
portance as to how many non-officials there are on this Committee. I only 




CENSORSHIP OF CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS. ’ 4371 

object to the element of introducing British Imperial preference in this 
otherwise simple and innocent Resolution. 

fMr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly : Non- 
Muliammadan Rural) : Sir' I desire to associate myself with all that my 
friend Lala Lajpat Rai has so forcibly and eloquently placed before the 
House on behalf of us all, Nationalists, who feel very keenly in this matter, 
'But, Sir, I desire, in the first instance, to say that the logical conclusion of 
the reasoning which he so lucidly set forth must be that he should not be 
prepared to accept this Resolution merely with the omission of the words 
‘ ‘ within the British Empire ’ On the other hand, I feel that the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member having come to this House with a Resolution to 
strengthen his hands ought to have left it to this House to elect the Com¬ 
mittee which is to sit and examine this matter. We claim, Sir, that it is 
the right of this House, when it passes a Resolution for the appointment of 
a Committee, to choose the Committee, and I do not see’ how otherwise this 
Resolution can properly be brought before the House. Sir, the Govern¬ 
ment in this country possesses any amount of power; not only does the 
Government in this country possess immense powers, but the Government 
in England can pull the wires from behind and can get this Government 
to do most atrocious things. If that is the state of things, Sir, I do not 
see why the Government of India should now come to this House and ask 
us to give them the power to appoint a Committee which they can do them¬ 
selves. If it is necessary then that this Legislature should be a party to 
the appointment of this Committee, I say it logically follows—and Lala 
Lajpat Rai has definitely indicated it—that it is the duty of this House to 
appoint this Committee in the same manner in which it has been appointing 
so many Committees in connection with the administration of this country. 
Therefore, Sir, my objection to this Resolution is based not merely on the 
insidious method employed for introducing Imperial Preference, but be¬ 
cause it derogates from the right of this House to elect its own personnel. 

Sir, much has been said about the appointment of a' particular fellow 
Indian of my province', 

Mr. President : Order, order. The - Honourable' Member ought to 
be more dignified. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : I say fellow countryman of my pro¬ 
vince. Sir, I am not concerned here to discuss the merits or demerits of 
Diwan Bahadur Rangachariar. and I do not think they are germane to the 
Resolution before us. The real thing that we want is that the Chairman 
of this Committee should be appointed by this House', and when this House 
is asked to affirm the propriety of appointing a Committee, it is the duty 
of this House to point out as to who the Chairman should be, and the duty 
of judging of tlie qualifications or of the fitness of any Member, whether 
of this House or not, must pertain to this House. I therefore strongly ob¬ 
ject to the Government of India appointing the Chairman of this Com¬ 
mittee. And I ask. Sir, why does the Honourable the Home Member ask 
this House to recommend to the Governor General in Council to appoint) 
a Committee'? If the Governor General in Council possess the power, of 
course he does it himself; but if, on the other hand, he thinks this nouse 


Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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is good for anything, he can consider it good enough also for the appoint¬ 
ment of the Committee. Therefore, I sincerely trust that the Honourable 
ihe Home Member would be pleased to allow this House to elect this Com¬ 
mittee and also to omit the words “ within the British Empire”, and that 
he would adopt the policy which his colleague the Honourable Sir George 
Rainy has definitely accepted and is out here to carry it out, namely, that 
of protecting Indian industries. Therefore, I hope, Sir, that both these 
amendments will be accepted by the Honourable the Home Member. 

Colonel J. D. Crawford (Bengal European) : Sir, I rise to congra¬ 
tulate the Government on having taken steps to bring the Cinematograph 
Censorship Act under revision. I am one of those who have received 
very many complaints from my own community regarding the misrepre¬ 
sentation "of the conditions of western life in- cinematograph films shown 
in this country, and I can sympathise with my friend, Mr. Duraiswamy 
Aiyangar when he says that his community also have objected and must 
rightly object to any misrepresentation of Indian life in western countries 
through the cinematograph. Sir, the cinematograph is, I believe, of great 
educational value ; it. is one of the greatest educational factors of the 
future, and it seems to me perfectly right that we should do all we can 
to see that the films presented in public places, both for amusement as 
well as for instruction, should be of the very best stamp and kind. 

In regard to one aspect of the Resolution, namely, the production and 
exhibition of Indian films in particular, I feel that that is a point of very 
real importance. Sir, if the cinematograph industry. is to flourish in 
this country, it lias not only to serve a few communities, but it has got to 
serve all the different communities that inhabit this vast continent ; it 
has also got to penetrate right through into, the. Indian villages. For 
that purpose I fuel very much in sympathy with my friend Mr. 
Duraiswamy Aiyangar’s amendment, that the proposed Committee should 
have a non-official Indian majority, because I feel that a Committee of that 
description is likely to know exactly what type of film is wanted for Indian 
audiences. 

I do not think, Sir, that the rest of his amendment is complete, al¬ 
though all the big questions he has put down are questions which will un¬ 
doubtedly be examined by the Committee. I agree with my Honourable 
friend Lala Lajpat Rai that the question of building up an Indian film in¬ 
dustry should be included. In India -we have climatic conditions ad¬ 
mirably suited to the building up of a film industry. In our historic life,, 
there are romantic and historical incidents which would make very 
admirable pictures if the industry is controlled and guided on right 
lines, and altogether we have a great opportunity in India of produc¬ 
ing films which will show to the other parts of the world-what India 
rcallv is. and that, t<o my mind, Sir, is a matter of very great import¬ 
ance! Sir, I would strongly support my friend Mr. Duraiswamy 
Aiyaugar’s suggestion that there should be a non-official Indian majority 
on* the Committee, and I trust that the Committee will be able to pro¬ 
duce really something more satisfactory than the present system or 
censorship, and will give very real assistance for the building up of an 
Indian cinematograph industry. 



CENSORSHIP OP CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS. 


4375 


Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Nominated : Non-Official) : Sir, I 
am one of the regular cinematograph goers, and when I go -to a cinema¬ 
tograph, I do not think I care very much to see whether the film is pro¬ 
duced in Germany, America or England or in India ; but I go with a 
view to see good art and to get good enjoyment. I think. Sir, every¬ 
body who goes to a cinematograph has only one point in view, and it 
is that, after the day’s work is over and after haying spent the whole 
day (An Honourable Member : “In the .Assembly ”) say in the" 
Assembly or in other places, one would like to have some sort of re¬ 
laxation which may give some relief to his brain. But one thing which 
I have noticed in England is that there are certain cinematographs which 
are reserved for people of tender age, the like of which wc do not find 
in this country. There were cinematographs which-were very instruc¬ 
tive and certain cinematographs specialised themselves in producing 
films of the' type which may give good instruction to people of tender 
age. One cinematograph I remember used to produce only historical 
events like the life of Queen Victoria, Julius Caesar, Napoleon Bonaparte 
and others'. There were other cinematographs which produced only 
social events. Then there were others, Sir, which produced different 
kinds of films for people of different tastes. Here what we find is now¬ 
adays really one thing which is coming from the Pathe films and other 
films which come to India, though I do not attach so much importance 
to this kind of feeling which mignt be prevailing in the mind of my 
Honourable friend, Colonel Crawford, that people in India consider western 
life as they see it in the cinematograph—and they see western life in the 
worst form of it—or they attach some value to it, thinking that it is western 
life or what life, as 1 go to the cinematograph and I have a talk with 
many of the people who go regularly to the cinematograph, I can say 
that they do not think a bit about whether it is representing western 
life or not, but they want only some kind of fun. Nobody takes it 
seriously that it is really the life of western countries that is depicted. 
They say it is only some foolish acts that are done on the cinematograph 
and are shown just to please men. 

Lala Lajpat Eai : All are not like Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan. 

Mr\ Muhammad Yamin -Khan : I think most of them are like my¬ 
self. 

Lala Lajpat Eai : I doubt that very much. ' . 

Lieutenant-Colonel H. ,A- J. Gidney (Nominated : Anglo-Indian) : 
Who says this ? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : But I quite agree with .one point 
which has been made by-the .Honourable >the Home Member and by other 
Honourable Members too, that there are some films that, though they 
may be amusing to some people, are really objectionable if we find that 
they are visited by young boys from college or school children and 
women, and 4 they find that these films go beyond the limit of decency. 
Those kinds of films are really objectionable. Though some things may 
not be considered objectionable in western countries, for instance in 
Europe and America and other places, from the point of view-of-India, 
on account of the different social customs prevailing here, .they ,are 
really objectionable. 
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Mr. President : What about the Resolution ? • • 

Mr. Muha mm ad Yamin Khan: That is what I am saying. The Resolu¬ 
tion aims only at stopping'these very films which I was just mentioning. 
It asks that these objectionable films should be stopped and should not 
be exhibited. That is the only thing which we want at present in India. 
But to come to this conclusion and to make recommendations, Sir, we 
can only do this in two ways. Either by creating public opinion which 
may insist that these films should not be exhibited^, and that'nobody 
should patronise these films, when they come, which is impossible. • This 
cannot be done by creating any public opinion in favour of such action 
because the people who have, got the cinematograph business can always 
find an audience willing to patronise them even by showing the worst 
kind of films and the most objectionable "kinds of films too. Now, the 
only thing that can be done is by legislation and legislation can be 
initiated by the appointment of a Committee which will go thoroughly 
into this matter and after seeing the whole situation they might,make 
definite and substantial recommendations which might be acceptable to 
the House as a whole. 

There is one point, Sir, about the Indian industry. , I : think the 
Indian industry in films is making rapid progress. About three or four 
years ago, the films which were produced in Bombay and Madras—the 
Coronation Company and other companies—-were worthless and did not 
attract any kind of audience: People would not like to, go to sec them 
in preference to the American films ,or English films or French films. 
But now I see that rapid progress has been made by these companies and 
they are putting dip some very good shows, and this industry I think 
deserves a great deal of consideration and encouragement by this House. 
But one difficulty to my mind is coming up in the Indian Films Act, and 
I agree with my Honourable friend Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyanga.ws sugges¬ 
tion in clatise (d) of iiis amendment with regard to the desirability of 
preventing religion being dragged into, cinematograph films.' In'most 
of the films shown in India at present I find there is a touch not of'social 
events but of religion : they drag in religion or some ' very delicate 
points and communal questions which are not desirable for creating a 
good atmosphere in India. And I think from the political point of view 
and.from the social point of view, those things require to be checked. 

One word, Sir, about the appointment of the Committee. Certain 
names have been dragged, in which I consider very- very unfortunate 
for this House to indulge in. The name of my old friend, Mr. Ranga- 
cliariar, has been dragged in. Those Honourable Members who are here 
■who were members of the first Assembly might remember in what esteem 
we all held Mr. Raugaehariar. ■ :"■ 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Even now we hold him in esteem. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : He was one’ of the foremost members 
and very liberal minded, and he always fought .for radical changes in 
ibis Assembly. Mr. Rangachariar’s character was'unimpeachable from 
all points of view and from all sides in this Assembly. I think it deplor¬ 
able that any attack should have been made on a Member who is not 
present to defend himself. ' 

Mr.,T. C. Goswami (Calcutta Suburban : Non-Urban)I have not 
heard any attack. ' * 
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Maiilvi Muhammad Yakub : I point out, Sir, that it ivas not 

intended to attack the character or the policy of the Honourable Mr. 
Eangaohariar. What I submitted was the, question of principle that 
an outsider should be given preference over the present Members c>£ this 
House, and this I think is not right, and it throws a slur upon the present 
Members of the House. I do not in any way want to throw a slur on 
Mr. Iiangachariar, but it is the principle which I consider to be objec¬ 
tionable. 

Mr. President : I did not think the cap fitted the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber. 1 thought'the Honourable Member was referring to the speech of 
Lai a Lajpat Eai. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Sir, what I was alluding to was not 
the speech of the Honourable the Deputy President of this House, and 
1 think like a valiant champion fighting for the honour of the present 
House, it was his duty to come forward and to say what he said. 

I am sorry T cannot agree with his views. I do not think that the 
present Member- of this House have got any preference over the Mem¬ 
bers who have once adorned the Benches of this House if they are suit¬ 
able and capable to deal with this case. I do not think that even the 
present Members should have any privilege oyer those people who have 
not had the privilege of coming into this House as Members. It is fight¬ 
ing for a privilege which, I think, will defeat its own ends. I do not 
think Honourable Members of this House should he so narrow-minded 
as to want that they should he placed in each and every position and 
nobody else should have any privilege outside this House. It is too 
narrow ; we should not take that view ; it is undignified ; it is objec¬ 
tionable from the point, of view of India. We should not exclude all- 
Indians who could not come and serve or who have not had the oppor¬ 
tunity of serving India here but who are quite ready to serve outside in 
different spheres ; they should not he shut out and Members of the pre¬ 
sent Assembly ..only should not he made to take each and every position. 
In other words, it is not right that we should get everything and not 
others. Is it that, if after three years the present- Members go out of 
office, all those privileges should he taken away from them and they 
must he entrusted to somebody else 1 That is not correct. I do not think 
that at this time the Honourable the Deputy President was voicing the 
feeling of this House. ' 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : The feeling of a large number, at any 
rate, of the Members of this Assembly. 

Mr. I&uhammad Yamin Khan : Coming to the merits of the resolu¬ 
tion and the amendment, I,certainly suggest. Sir, that it is not desirable 
to have Imperial preference in an industry and an industry which only 
indulges in amusements and nothing else. One point which strikes at the 
very root of the thing is this. How are you going to control cinemato¬ 
graphs, fhose objectionable matters which may he coming in or are im¬ 
ported from America or other places, like the film Indian Raja ? He is 
depicted to he a great villain who abducts all Ihe white girls and who is 
keeping a big harem in America and who comes riding on an elephant 
and who after inviting ladies shuts them up in his room. We have got 
no check over America producing this kind of film. Of course if a film is 



*376 


; OfflSISIATIVE ASSEMBLY. . [14 th dupf. 1927. 

[Mr. Muhammad Yamin IQihn.] 

.produced in England, if we have no direct control over the company in 
England, at least through the Indian Government we could bring pressure 
to bear upon them. If English people produce a’film of that kind, India 
can .produce just the reverse kind of film, showing English life and 
character badly. Of course that will soon' ' teach every : body 
a iesson. We can only go to this length to see whether the par¬ 

ticular film is suited to the condition of the country. We have to see that 
our country does not get demoralising pictures which may tell very in¬ 
juriously on the minds of the young and. uncultured youths from schools 
and other places. Indian ladies have now started to see the cinemato¬ 
graph and I like it very much. But would it be desirable that Indian 
ladies after coming out from purdah should see such kinds of films that 
are exhibited nowadays ? There should be sonic check on them’and for 
this purpose there can be only one control, which the Committee can go 
into. We should not show any kind of suspicion-about a’Committee'that 
is going to be formed ? Supposing a Committee is constituted which is 
composed of certain people and the Committee does not do as we expect. 
The only result will be it will make absurd recommendations ; it is open 
to this House not to accept them. We can discuss that after .the recom¬ 
mendations are made. But it is putting the cart before the horse to 
say we have got doubts that the Committee is not going to be good, be¬ 
cause we do not know what sort of Committee is going to be foiuned. 
It was quite right on the part .of GoA r ernment not to mention the names, 
because we are all human beings, like my valiant champion in >the 
Assembly. It is not right to say that if a Committee-is to be formed it 
should be composed of the Members of the House. No Committee should 
be formed with the consent of this House, because we are bound on 
account of our feelings to say that we must prefer the Members of this 
House oA’er others. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub ; If the ebnseht oftbisTIou.se is required 
to appointing a Committee, certainly the‘Members of the'Committee ought 
to be selected from amongst the "Members of this House. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : If this House is consulted about the 
fCrmation of the Committee, I :suppose there are some Honourable Mem¬ 
bers who'have never gone to the cinematograph and they might be select- 
-ed for this Committee. The only possible suggestion is the suggestion 
of the Government of India. The Honourable Member, in moving his 
Besolution did not ask this House to form a Select Committee^ but that the 
Committee may be formed from outsiders who may impartially go into 
the whole question. • * 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : As if Members of this House are par¬ 
tial 1 

Mr. Muhammad. Yamin Khan : I suppose, that the Member who is 
expected to Kit sometimes in the Chair should know first how to keep 
himself in order. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Therefore lie Tries to keep order. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : At present if Honourable Members, 
who come and devote long time to the sittings of this House over a month 
in Simla and about three months in Delhi, are entrusted to do other 
public work too, I think it will be asking them to do too much. It may 
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not look very good to some. I know that it will not commend itself 
to some Members, because it is going against'the desires of some Mem¬ 
bers who want to sit on that Committee. I, at any rate, support this 
Resolution, and I think the Honourable Member in charge will accept at 
least clause (d) of the amendment. 

(Some Honourable Members moved the question be put.) 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I welcome 
this Resolution, this censoring of American' films, I would rather 
welcome a Resolution which would censor American women. I parti¬ 
cularly refer to Miss Mayo and her book. Sir, that book has aroused 
strong comment from Indians and we all condemn that sort of hook. 
American films have no doubt done great injury to the minds of the 
Indian public and Indian youth. I find that American hooks are doing 
now great harm to the honour and dignity of India. I want British 
films, they must be good films and should be exhibited in India as well as 
Indian films and continental films if they are good and if they are educative 
to students and the youth of India. Sir, I support my friend Mr. Durai- 
swarrii Aiyangar’s amendment which goes into the details and brings out the 
essential points that are necessary from the Indian dew point. I am 
glad, Sir, that this Resolution has given an opportunity, to us to condemn 
the action of a certain American woman and I wish we could bring in 
another clause in this Resolution by means of which we will be able to 
condemn every foreign woman who writes irresponsibly anything about 
. ' India ; and that book, T hope, will be proscribed 

‘ under certain sections of the Criminal Procedure 

Code. Ill reference to films to be exhibited I want only.... 

(It being Pour of the Clock, Mr. President called upon Mr. M. K. 
Aeharya to move his motion for the adjournment of the House.) 


MOTION FOR; ADJOURNMENT. 

Serious Situation in the Bengal Nagpur Railway; Workshops at 

, • Kharagpur. 

Mr. 3VL K. Aeharya (South Arcot cum Cbingleput : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Sir, from the pleasures of the cinematograph we have 
to turn to the pains of the workshops at Kharagpur. At the very outset 
I desire to convey to you, Sir, and to the Honourable Sir George Rainy 
the thanks of the thousands of workmen there for affording this oppor¬ 
tunity to discuss the very serious situation that has arisen in that place. 
I want to be very brief, and I shall, thei-efore, not go into very ancient 
history. It was last Wednesday when compulsory notices were served 
upon about 1,300 people asking them' to quit the workshops—it was then 
that the situation became very serious. Nearly 700 men had voluntarily 
resigned before that date. But on the 7th about 1,300 notices were served 
compulsorily asking as many men to retire. Then the next day, I believe, 
the men met and discussed the situation, and came to the conclusion that 
these- notices were served upon men in a manner which was hound to 
elicit the sympathy of the other men. Therefore, they seem to have gone 
to-the workshops, and simply attended them without doing the work. On 
the next day, it was that the men were determined that some justice 
should he obtained for those who, they considered, were unfairly retrenched. 
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It was then that the railway authorities found the necessity for locking 
up the workshops and calling in militaiy aid to guard the streets and 
the workshops. Sir, the whole thing therefore relates to the retrench¬ 
ment problem at Kharagpur. I am ready to admit that that retrench¬ 
ment has been resolved upon evidently by the various agencies concerned 
from very different motives. It has been given out to the men that it 
is all brought about under the directions of the Railway' Board. And 
I believe that the Railway Board, with the very best of intentions, on 
the impression that there w T ere too many men in the Kharagpur workshops, 
came to the decision that a large number of men must be retrenched. 
That was evidently the motive of the Railway Board. But the Managing 
Director, the Agent, the Chief Mechanical Engineer and some of the 
superior officers seem to have had also their own intentions. I do not say 
that they were w 7 rong or right ; but I do say that they had other intentions 
than those which moved the Railway Board. Now, Sir, through the 
kindness of some other officers more sympathetic towards the men in 
their troubles the men have been able to obtain ■ copies of secret corres¬ 
pondence which clearly shows that this matter had engaged the attention 
of the Managing Director and the Agent for some time past. In the early 
part of the year, soon after the unfortunate strikes, they seem to have 
been discussing this" matter pretty seriously, and trying to find out how 
far the work of the railway could he carried on without depending entirely 
upon the workmen with whom they were dissatisfied. Therefore, and as a . 
result of this correspondence, an attempt seems to have been made to see 
whether some, indeed a great deal, of the work that was being done in 
the workshops could not be got done through private contractors from 
the Calcutta firms. I will read, Sir, only one or two paragraphs. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and 
Railways) : May I ask if this document is a document which the Honour¬ 
able Member admits is not properly in his possession ? 


Mr. M. K. Acharya : I am unable to make any such admission. It 
is a piece of information which has come into the possession of the men, 
and I want to give it to the Honourable Member to show exactly how the 
thing has been going on so that he may find out. the proper solution. It 
has been sent to me by the Labour Union and they have obtained it, I 
take it, through very proper means. As I have said, they obtained it 
through the kindness of some of the officers who are very sympathetic 
towards them, and who were willing to let. them know how the whole 
tiling v as being worked. That is my impression. However, here is the.letter 
from the Managing Director to the Agent in which it is said : 

. “ The work done in tsliops divides itself into two heads : 1 


(«) llepair work, 

(h) Manufacturing work. 


. T , h / workshops must do repair work, and because in the early davs of Indian Ttail- 
vajs there were no private workshops in India capable of doing manufacturing work, 
m-nV'rfr- 1 ' 1 .' 1 t0 0I , ul T rk T 1 t 1,is work themselves. Times have changed and there are 
“ -LSI}' atp workshops in India that can turn out good work. The line/ I think, 
to c tnkc , 1K . t0 ™) UC0 our manufacturing work, giving it out on contract 

riion" ” ’ !,nd PVC U,1B rcapon why we are making large reductions 


m our wont- 
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Then, Sir, on this letter there is a long correspondence. There is a long 
letter submitted by the Chief Mechanical Engineer to the Agent ; and 
there he says : 

“ We aTe already arranging contracts for tlie manufacture of a substantial quan¬ 
tity of Iioeo spares, iron and brass castings and forgings and loco cylinder complete— 
rvhich we can non buy cheaper than and fully as good as those we make ourselves. 
We shall probably cast as moie cylinders here, and this I hope is the beginning of the 
end of the foundry. ” 

This last sentence I would like to emphasise. The letter proceeds : 

“ The very favourable position of engineering firms in Bengal in relation to sources 
of coal and iron supplies should eventually enable us to do the same as many American 
Eailways, and dispense with our own foundry altogether. Mechanical inspections we 
can easily arrange for and now that we have our own chemist we are or shall soon be 
in a position thoroughly to cheek all supplies. ' 

We now have specifications for practically all our regular purchases in India, 
and conditions of contract also have been introduced for local manufactures correspond¬ 
ing with those used by our Consulting Engineers at Home, modified only where necessary 
to fit Indian conditions. 

Partly as an experiment and partly to make good the outturn lost due to the 
strike, we are also arranging contracts with the Indian Standard Wagon Company 
and Jessops for the repair of a few hundred wagons. r 

If successful, this measure will indicate another means of rendering ourselves 
rather more independent of local labour. But at present it is an experiment. 

A great deal has become possible since the war that we could not contemplate before 
the war, and the more outside firms become capable of dealing satisfactorily with 
manufactures for us the stronger will be our own position." 

This, Sir, was a letter written about the 3rd of May. I have produced' 
this simply to show what has been working in the minds of the men. The 
impression that they had was to the effect that whatever motive the 
Railway Board might have had their superior officers were gradually try¬ 
ing to eliminate local labour and to qbtain the requirements of this parti¬ 
cular railway from the manufacturing firms of Calcutta. That, Sir, 
was the position about the beginning of this month. So, when this question 
of retrenchment came, the men took the view that, if the workshops 
were conducted in the old way, no very large reductions would be required 
at all. In fact, in one of their meetings that they held with the Chief 
Mechanical Engineer or some other important officer about the beginning 
of August they came to the conclusion that about 700 and odd men would 
he the maximum number that will be -required to he dispensed with. 
But later when this went up to 2,000, and when in the matter of choosing 
the men to be sent out it was naturally left in the hands of the sub¬ 
ordinate officers, there came the third trouble for the men. I do not of 
course blame the Agent or the Mechanical Engineer who necessarily had 
to entrust this work to their subordinates. But human nature being 
what it is, the subordinate officers picked out those men against whom 
they had personal grudges. That is the kind of action which exasperated 
the feeling of the workmen and which made them come to the conclusion 
that under the plea of retrenchment, a large number of men were sent 
out in a most unjust manner. Under the plea of trying to put lbe work¬ 
shop at Kharagpur on the same working level as other workshops with 
respect to other railways, under that plea, the subordinate officers gave 
full vent to their personal grudges against individual workmen. I 
again repeat that I do not blame the Agent for this. When one of the 
men interviewed the Agent he categorically denied that there wa$ any 
intention on his part to victimise the men. He also informed the men 
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that if it "was proved to his satisfaction that his subordinate officers 
victimised the men, he -would take necessary action against them. But 
it must be remembered that it is very difficult to get such proofs. Under 
those circumstances, the victimisation has gone on unchecked. That has 
aggravated the situation, and exasperated the feelings of the men. 


The Union at first were willing to co-operate with the authorities in 
trying to get a large number of men voluntarily to resign: ; and with the 
willing co-operation' of the Union about 700 have up to date been re¬ 
trenched. That was the position some time last week, when this com¬ 
pulsory notice was served on the men. Then, thei men began to feel that 
retrenchment was only an opportunity for sending away a-large-number 
of men in the most unfair manner. They feel that they have been work¬ 
ing for manj r years, for some of them have put in 10, 15 and 20 years 
of service ; that- they have really helped to build up the railway to its 
present level. Having worked for such a long period, they feel that 
some consideration ought to have been shown to them. They feel that 
they should not have been so summarily got rid of. They have no objec¬ 
tion to superannuated men being sent away, they have no objection to 
the men recently employed’ being sent away, they have no objection to 
the men engaged on day-to-day wages being sent ' away ; or,those who 
could not pull their required weight. They have no objection to such 
men being retrenched. But they feel that the retrenchment of the 
capable permanent men, of men who ‘ have put in long years of satisfac¬ 
tory service is quite unjust. With this idea at the back of their minds, 
they feel that the present method of retrenchment was merely intended 
to give more and more work into the hands of the private contractors. 
They feel, and I hope, Sir, everybody in this House will,sympathise with’ 
them, that this method of sacrificing the poor people for the benefit of 
the contractors is very cruel and unjust. They feel that the bread has 
been snatched from their mouths and put into the mouths of other people. 
They have loyally and diligently served the company to the best of their' 
ability for the past several years, and this is the reward they now get. ‘ 

There is one more important point to which I should like to .draw 
the attention of the House. Till recently the Bengal Nagpur Railway, 
had a large amount of repairs very urgently required to be done and' 
which were being delayed. The Director of Foreign Wagon Interchange 
seems to’ have complained about it ; and the Chief Mechanical . Engineer, 
m one of his notes has put this clearly down : , 


tlii* • <,n CrC arC '-chicles on the average per month Tunning without due repairs, 

‘ , 18 P er c ® n t- of trio authorised- stock of wagons is without repair, a point very 
ic , commented on by the Director of Wagon Interchange and the Railway Board, 
this js the railway of all first class railways which lias topped the list in the mattor 
running stock- without, repairs. Similarly coaching stock stands also on the same 
position .when compared with other railways. The capacity of the Kharagpur work- 
ip is on \ 600 \chides por month though .Ardhra and Waltair shops are newJy named' 
ian,Ca . " ork . sl ‘Ops and other important loco sheds on the lines were also made to 
c ion as shops m the matter of repairs. The percentage of wagons running with¬ 
out repairs could not materially improve and in consequence huge recurring debit of 
’’ ty r VT ? 1 ?B on P cr is realised from the Bengal Nagpur Itailwav bv the Director 

of I orcign W agon Interchange ”. •' * 


Well, Sir, these admissions have made the men feel that there is plenty 
oi- work at Kharagpur workshops, if really the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
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aims at keeping itself abreast -with, the other Railways. There are 5,000 
"wagons every month to be repaired. The men have therefore come to the 
conclusion that there is plenty of work. The officers of the Railway on 
the other hand having got permission to effect large retrenchments are 
wantonly sending away these men without justifiable reasons. The men 
feel that the retrenchment is not carried on in the best interests of the 
Company, nor in the best interests of the public, and certainly of course 
in the very worst interests',of the men themselves. This, Sir, was the 
position' last Wednesday which drove the men to down their tools. I have 
received telegrams, which I do not think it is necessary for me to read to 
the House"; which telegrams show that meetings of 5,000 men and 10,000 
men were held, and resolutions were passed to> the effect that there was 
ample work- and that somehow unfortunately the railway officers had 
taken it into their heads to push through this retrenchment under any 
circumstance, not heeding the best interests of the railway itself. Now 
the* men are determined to stand by their unfortunate brethren who had 
been given compulsory notice. That, Sir, is the position. I repeat, I 
do not want to blame anybody for it ; I do not want to blame the Railway 
Board. 

Mr. President ■: The Honourable Member is mistaken if he thinks 
he does not blame the Railway Board. The constitutional effect of his 
motion is a vote of censure on the Government. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : Thank you, Sir, while I am not anxious to 
blame the Railway Board. 

Mr. President : If the Honourable Member does not wish to blame 
the Railway Board, he Should ask for permission to withdraw his 
motion. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : On the other hand, I do not of course want to 
el*r on the side of' bhing' oA-ereourteous. Certainly the Railway Board 
should have insisted on" getting fuller materials before sanctioning such 
huge reductions ;■ and 1 they should have examined the whole" position 
more" carefully, much more carefully than they have done in the present 
case. They should not have given a carte blanche to the railway officers 
to go' on* retrenching as they liked. The result is that the Railway- 
Board have got into'this position." Of course there is the final responsi¬ 
bility of the Railway Board in the matter. I want to make a few 
suggestions on this matter as the situation is very serious. 

- Mr. President : The Honourable Member has already exceeded his 
time limit. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : Very well, Sir. I appeal to the House to 
insist that real efforts should be made to meet this serious situation. 
I have no doubt that leaders on the front benches will say very much 
more. T appeal' to the Government to realise the seriousness of the 
situation, suspend furtherretrenchments and take steps to ameliorate the 
hardships of these poor workmen, and enable them to resume work 
immediately. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests) : Sir, my Honour¬ 
able friend Mr. Acharya has narrated some of the main facts of the 
situation at Kharagpur. Sir, the workers at Kharagpur feel that the 
proposals-for retrenchment which are being carried out at present have 
their origin in the last, strike about which this House knows something. 
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They feel. Sir, that the authorities of the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
felt somewhat humiliated on account of the strike. They expected the 
strike not to become general. They expected .that the men ivould not 
show any strength, but they were disappointed and .thought they were 
humiliated and defeated. There is good ground for. the workers to feel, 
that- the proposals for retrenchment emanated from, the Managing Direc 1 
tor in London who was present during the last strike. in India; and who' 
took that strike as a personal humiliation and a personal defeat. The 
men also feel, Sir, that this is an aet of. victimisation, and I feel, Sir, 
that, they have some justification even for that, feeling. It will be 
admitted that one of the superior officers at , Kharagpur, the Works 
Manager, issued instructions,to the .foreman that, while, making retrench¬ 
ment or while suggesting names for retrenchment;'he should see. that the 
nOn-strikers were, not retrenched at any cost. If the men after knowing 
of these instructions, feel that the present proposals for retrenchment 
had their origin in the last strike and are an aet of victimisation, I think 
the men are fully justified. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons (Financial Commissioner, Railways) : Sir, those 
instructions were immediately withdrawn. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I know, Sir, that the instructions were withdrawn ' 
after they were brought to the notice of the superior authorities, but 
the very fact that the instructions were issued by a responsible officer 
in the workshop, namely, the Workshop Manager to his foreman, was 
sufficient for the men to entertain the fear that the present proposals 
were an act of victimisation. 

Then, Sir, the second feeling in the minds of the workers in Kharag¬ 
pur is that the present proposals for retrenchment are intended to do away 
with the labour troubles at Kharagpur or at least to reduce the labour 
troubles at Kharagpur by giving work to private . contractors -and by 
ordering out things from foreign countries.. Now, Sir,, during ,the last- 
few months the Bengal Nagpur Railway, when that Railway could repair 
any number of wagons, when that Railway could manufacture any number 
of articles themselves, gave an order for repairing. 100,wagons to a private 
company. If after knowing these things the workers ,at Kharagpur feel 
that these proposals for .retrenchment are. intended as an act of victimisation 
against them, I think, Sir, they have some justification. . 

Now, Sir, the Bengal Nagpur Railway is a State Railway, and as 
that Railway is controlled by the. Railway, Board I think, it is the duty of 
the Railway Board to examine the policy of giving work to private contrac¬ 
tors or getting articles made by foreign manufacturers when, these articles 
could be made in the State workshops. . It is not a right policy that when 
the Legislative Assembly and even the Government have accepted the 
policy of .protecting the industries of this country,, they should,, when they, 
have got their own workshops, order out things from foreign .countries 
and of the State management of Railways and, when they have got their 
own workshops, and superior staff, should get their work clone through 
private contractors. ' Unfortunately the RailwajL Board has made this 
an item of their policy and not only on the Bengal Nagpur Railway 'but 
on other lines also. I‘have seen this being done gradually on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway 'also; 1 ' 'LJnder ■ these - circumstances if the 
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workers at Kharagpur feel that these proposals of retrenchment are 
also intended to benefit private contractors and foreign manufacturers, 
they have got sufficient justification. , 

It is said that the work is given to foreign manufacturers or to 
private contractors in the interests of economy. Sir, if the work is 
given to foreign manufacturers and private contractors in the interests 
of economy, it is necessary that the Railway Board and the railway 
authorities at Kharagpur or on the Bengal Nagpur Railway should con¬ 
vince the public that their policy is at least in the interests of economy. 
They have not done so. How £ is it possible that when superior officers 
are brought from England on very high salaries and they have been 
given the Lee concessions, and when the labour employed by private con¬ 
tractors and the State workshop is the same, how is it possible that 
private contractors can turn out articles cheaper than your own work¬ 
shops turn out ? If there is a difference, then, the difference must be 
in the quality of the supervisors whom the Railway Board and the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway have appointed. I myself feel that the Railway 
Board have not yet made out any case that work given to private con¬ 
tractors is cheaper. Moreover, even if it is somewhat cheaper, I say, 
Sir, to give work to private contractors and to get work done by foreign 
manufacturers is against the policy which this House has approved of. 

There is one more point which I would like to make and it is this. 
If the Railway Board want to effect economy and if they want to reduce 
the men and to reduce the work done at Kharagpur, it is neeessar 3 r that 
they should also reduce the number of supervising officers ; but on the 
contrary during the last 4 or 5 years they have increased the number 
of superior officers by about 30. Why is it then that the number of 
ordinary workers is to be reduced and the number of superior officers 
is being increased ? 

Sir, I do not believe that the proposals for retrenchment are ac¬ 
tuated by considerations of economy. But even if these proposals are 
made upon considerations of economy, I think,'Sir, there are considera¬ 
tions which are superior to considerations of economy. The Government 
as the trustee of the working classes in this country have a duty towards 
those classes. These men may have served the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
for several years, some of them for 3 years, some 5 years, some 10 years 
some 15 years and some even 20 years. Have the employers no duty towards 
the employees ? Government, as the trustee of the people and as the 
authority which lays down proper standards for labour legislation and 
labour conditions, must recognise that they have a moral duty towards 
the emnloyees who are serving under them. Sir, I feel that Government 
do not* recognise their duty towards the workers at Kharagpur simply 
because these workers belong to the working classes. They do not 
belong to the superior or the privileged classes. I know, Sir, there is at 
least one Department of the Government of India which only last year 
Government found it was overstaffed. It is clearly laid down in the 
report issued bv the Department that it was overstaffed ; and still Gov¬ 
ernment did not send away the men at once, though Government I 
understand are trving now to reduce the number gradually in the 
natural course of ‘things. My Honourable friend Sir, Bhupendra Nath 
Mitra knows which is this Department which was considered to be over¬ 
staffed last year. Whr did not Government send away those men all 
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at once ? Because those men were considered; to belong; to the privileged 
class and the workers at Kharagpur belong, only to. the-working; classes. 

I hope, Sir, the Governinent of India ' do'not make 'this, distinction 
between the privileged classes and the working classes. Now, Sir, if the 
Government of India want to effect economy and want to reduce the 
number of men, I do not agree to the proposals for reduction at all, but 
even taking for granted: that those proposals are necessary, Government 
should recognise their duty towards the men who have served them 
for some time and should see that no hardship is caused by those 
proposals. It is quite possible. that if Government had recognized this 
necessity for retrenchment last year during'this one year they could 
have reduced at least 500 men in the, natural course of things, as there 
are always vacancies occurring in these big workshops, and in the next 
year they could have retrenched another 500 men, and in a short time it 
would have, been quite possible to reduce the full number. If they had 
adopted this policy of waiting and gradually reducing the number, it 
is quite possible that Government would have to spend about a lakh 
or two lakhs of rupees more. But is it not due to the men who have 
served you so long that you should spend two lakhs of rupees so that 
they may not suffer the hardship which you are now asking them to 
suffer? - 

Now, Sir, the Government proposals have been decided upon and 
notices have been given. The working classes who are very weak have 
only one remedy for protecting themselves, and that remedy is to. stand 
by each other. And it is to the credit off the workers at Kharagpur that 
they have stood by the people to whom notices were given. .1 am proud 
of those, people who refused to work because others were given notice. 
Sir, the men after all have their duty toAvards their comrades and they 
have done it. I Avant the Government to appreciate the spirit of those 
people Avho are making sacrifices for the sake of ? .tlieir comrades. I 
feel that it Avas Avrong on the. part of the management at Kharagpur to 
have made these proposals at all. I feel.that.the manner, in which they 
tried to enforce these proposals AA T as Avorse .still. I, hope. Sir, that the 
Government of India Avill .not stand still. It is .their duty toAA r ards the 
Avorking classes at Kharagpur that they should not. put any hardship 
upon these men. They should not ask them to make sacrifices Avhich they 
themselves Avouhffnot make. I want, Sir, the. Members Avho are sitting 
on this side, to consider Avliat their position would be if the GoAnrnment 
of India asked, a large number of them to lea ve this country Avithout 
Avliat they call proportionate pensions. I Avant them to ask themselves 
Avhether they do not sympathise Avitli the men Avho are being asked to 
leave their work' to leave their homes, without proper compensation. , ,11 
the Government of India are; prepared to giA r e some,,kind . of propor- 
tionate pensions do all these men there may be. some'justification fpr ask¬ 
ing them to leave.' I hope the Government of India Avill.take the humane 
, course of making the reduction,, if. they Avant to, make a.reduction, by 
not .filling up vacancies for the next year or tivo. It is wrong to retrench 
in-the AA r ay they haA T e done! MoreoA r er, Sir-;the Bengal Nagpur Raihvay 
authorities as Avell as the Railway Board do not realize that.if they had 
made economies-in proper time, this situation would not. have arispm 
It. is their fault. They, ought to, have realized that it was wrong, to 
reduce 2,000 men all at once. Are there any workers in the world' who, 
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-whem one-fourth of .their, numbers are threatened with reduction, will not 
<$tand i by those who are being sacrificed ? It is the Railway authorities 
who t have made the strike and not the workers. I would like any 
Member of this House to say that he would not in a like situation stand 
by the comrades with whom he has been working. Whatever the workers 
■at Kharagpur have done, they have done their duty by their comrades. 
This House, Sir, should feel sympathy with these men, and I think the 
Railway Board and the (government of India will appreciate the spirit 
in which the men at Kharagpur have acted. I hope, Sir, this motion will 
be carried. 

Mr. T. C. Goswami (Calcutta Suburbs : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, the confidence which the Trade Union Congress has very often 
reposed in me and my connection with the Labour Union at Kharagpur 
demand that I should add whatever little weight my words possess in 
support of the motion which has been moved by Mr. Acharya. Sir, I 
was myself •witness, during the last eold weather, to many of the condi¬ 
tions for which one Sir R. T. Wynne, whom I once described in this 
Assembly as the octogenarian Dandolo of the Bengal Nagpur Railway, 
■who had come to hibernate in this country, was responsible. And I have 
reason to believe—and, Sir, I have been in close touch with the march 
of events in Kharagpur—that the state of things which we have to 
deplore in this House to-day is a continuation of those conditions which 
were the cause of the strike last cold weather. 

Sir, you will forgive me if I feel great hesitation in proceeding 
further with my speech ; because, Mr. President, having in the course 
of the day read the official, uncorrected report of Mr. Charnan Ball's 
speech of yesterday on another motion for adjournment, I feel I have 
not had sufficient time to determine the criteria of relevancy which, no 
doubt, underlay your successive rulings. And, Sir, I assure this House 
that it is not that I have not, to quote your words, " nothing more to 
say ’' .... 

Mr. President : Will the Honourable Member proceed with the 
merits of the motion ? Does he realize that he is making an insinuation 
against the rulings of the Chair ? 

Mr. T. C. Goswami : No, Sir, not at all. 

Diwan Charnan Lall (West Punjab : Non-Muhammadan) : May I 
ask on a point of order whether an Honourable Member is not within his 
rights in making a remark of that nature ? 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is not within his rights. 

Diwan Charnan Lall : By what mule or regulation is the Honourable 
Member not within his rights. 

Mr. President : Order, order. Sir. Goswami. 

Mr. T. C. Goswami : Sir, I must say that I have been so unnerved 
by reading the report of the speech and your rulings that I feel it is 
extremely difficult to keep -within the limits of relevancy which seemed 
to have been prescribed by you. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is perfectly entitled to call 
into question the rulings of the Chair by a substantive motion in that 
behalf, hut he is not in order in challenging them in this manner. 
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1 Mr. T. O'. Goswami : Sir, I have absolutely no desire' to call into 
question your rulings. Your rulings'in this House are'inexorable; though 
my religion forbids me to regard them as'infallible! Therefore,-Sir, the 
only thing I feel it safe for me to do is to paraphrase the ; -Resolution 
which has been moved by my Honourable friend Mr. Acharya, namely, 
that there is a serious situation—there is a very serious situation, a iarge 
number of workmen are about to be thrown out of employment for- no 
fault of their own. It is the prodigals' who are making honest workers 
pay for their prodigality. " • 

Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah (Ganjam cum Vizagapatam : Non- 
Mullammadan Rural) : I rise, Sir,' to support this motion. In doing so, 
1 ’must say that there is a widespread feeling and a lurking suspicion 
in the minds of the public of Kharagpur and'those of the workmen, that 
the discharges and notices of removal that have been served on the work¬ 
men are not Actuated merely by considerations of economy but that they are* 
due to other causes.. It is said that the retrenchment is proposed as a. 
means of victimisation of strikers, though it was agreed when the strike 
was concluded that no victimisation would be resorted to. This feeling: 
of suspicion is not altogether without foundation. As you are aware r 
during the strike the Managing Director, Sir T. R. Wynne, was in this, 
country. Naturally he was against the strike and wanted to stop it, 
but he could not do so. 1 Therefore, the conduct of the strikers enraged' 
him very much, and it is stated that the present policy of retrenchment 
is. dictated by the Managing Director more as a punishment to strikers 
than as a means of economy. It is also stated, and truly too. that if it 
were really a matter' of economy, this would have been undertaken long- 
before this trike commenced. As a matter of fact, not, a .word was ever- 
mentioned-about the retrenchment before the strike began, hut only .after 
it came off. There are other circumstances which strengthen this 
suspicion , on the part of the railway authorities. We are informed that, 
the Managing Director writing to the Agent stated—and that too after- 
the strike—that the administration would - not be. able . to .give good 
reasons for making large reductions in workshops and. that the adminis¬ 
tration was not in a position to sack men with' had records. lie there¬ 
fore suggested to the Agent the giving of contracts to private firms for- 
manufacturing anything that'is necessary-for the 'railway- administration, 
in order to .reduce the workmen in the workshops, and the reason that 
he gave for this was that .that was the. .only-thing that would enable the 
administration to escape the charge of victimisation. When suggestions- 
such as these came from the Managing Director, it is no wonder that 
the railway officials out-heroded Herod, and gave contracts not only 
for manufacturing - ordinary things hut even for. carrying out small 
repairs. As this House has already been ..told; private - firms have been 
entrusted with contracts for carrying out even minor repair works... All' 
this shows that the retrenchment is adopted "with a view to punish the 
strikers, and not as a matter of economy. ' ‘ ; / 

■■ There are also, other reasons, Sir, which strengthen this suspicion. 

It is stated, and it has already been pointed out to this House by,ray- 
friend Mr, Joslii, that one of the officers holding a high position in the 
workshop, Mr. Tyres; sent' information to the foremen not to enforce the 
order of retrenchment against non-strikers.’ It is also stated’that; while- 
enforcing' this order of retrenchment against " strikers, about. 300 -new 
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hands were employed, and sanction was obtained to import from 
England officers drawing high salaries. Further, Sir, there was never 
any indication that such a large reduction would be made in the number 
of employees engaged in the workshops by the administration. The only 
time we heard of it was, during the time of the strike. Even then it was 
said that the number of workmen would be reduced to the extent of 
10.000 in the workshops, and I understand that to restrict it to that 
number, the officers estimated that there would be a redaction of only 
600 employees—500 from the Loco. Workshop, 150 from the Carriage 
Workshop and another 150 from the Wagon Workshop. T do^not know 
how this number of 600 was considered insufficient, and in the course of 
15 days it was increased to 2,200. Even if this retrenchment is held to 
be unavoidable, I suggest that it should be done gradually in consultation 
with the members of the Indian Labour Union. Every year some men 
necessarily go out for reasons of death, resignation or other causes. 
Their places may not be filled up and no fresh appointments made ; and 
inducements may, be offered to those who retire early as the railway 
administration itself now proposed to do. 

Now, Sii', these methods, I submit, .will go a long way to reduce the 
number of workmen gradually without causing much panic. Mo doubt, 
some pecuniary loss will result to the Government, but regard being had 
to the fact that these men have been serving the railway adminis- , 
cration for a long time and have been living with their families for years 
in Kharagpur, these pecuniary losses should not be regarded as very 
great. Unless this is done, it will be no wonder if the railway workmen ‘ 
sympathise with the sufferers and take to passive resistance, as some 
of them have already done, and this might lead to fui-ther troubles. 

In the light of the information I have placed before rhe House, it 
is necessary, in the interests of the good name of the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway administration and the well-being of the railway employees, 
especialfy regard being had to the serious disputes between the employees 
and the employers, to appoint a Conciliatory Board consisting of repre¬ 
sentatives both from the railway administration and the Indian Labour 
Union in order to see how, in view of the proposed retrenchment, that the 
least injury would .result,to the .employees. This aspect which I place 
before the House was agreed to in another place, the House of Elders, 
a few months ago, in reply to a Resolution moved by a Member of that 
House regarding the grievances of railway workmen by the Honourable 
Member for Commerce. Sir, with these few remarks, I support the 
motion. 

Lala Lajpat Rai (Jullundur Division : Non-Muhammadan) .- .Sir, I 
just want to say a few words.' It is , extremely unfortunate that 
retrenchment in this country should begin with the lowest paid Indians, 
and while I am not going into the general question for want of full 
information on the subject, I want to associate myself with every word 
of what'my friend Mr. Joslii has said. I want to point out very respect¬ 
fully to the Government that, after all. most of the civilized Governments 
have begun to recognise that it is _a part of their duty to keep every on>‘ 
of their subjects alive, and to find either work for them or to insure them 
against unemployment. We know that at the present moment, in England 
over a million people are getting the dole of unemployment. So, if we 
look at the question from that point of view, it will not he good economy 
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to dismiss tlies^ people at once and throw them, entirely out of employ¬ 
ment and to the mercy of circumstances. I therefore appeal in the 
interests of these workmen and in the interests of justice ,tliat the Gov¬ 
ernment should do something to alleviate the sufferings of these people 
and not dismiss them at once. I fully sympathise with the object of 
iliis motion, and 1 hope the House will carry it. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Mr. President, I have listened 
with greatanterest to the speeches which have been delivered by the Honour¬ 
able Members who have spoken in-support of the motion for the adjourn¬ 
ment. I t hinl y, however, that before I say anything in reply to these 
speeches, it might be convenient if I were to begin by stating the case from» 
the point of view of the Government of India and the Railway Board. The 
Agent of'the Bengal Nagpur Railway last July when he,was in Simla 
placed his proposal for the reduction of the staff of the Ivhargpur work¬ 
shops by 2,000 men before the Railway Board. Now, the reasons which 
were held to justify this reduction fall in the main under 4 heads. In the 
first place, there is the question of economy which is always present to Ihe 
mind of every railway administration, or at least it most certainly ought 
to be. In the second place, during the war and since the end of the war, 
there has been a very considerable development in the railway workshops, 
as in other workshops, in the introduction of modern machinery which 
reduces the number of men who have to be employed to caiTy out a given 
amount of work. When that machinery was first , introduced in some of 
the railway workshops, the supervising staff did not clearly understand the 
extent to which it would enable them to reduce staff and consequently to 
reduce the cost of production. That was a matter, I think, which the Raven 
Committee drew attention to in their Report.-’ In the last two or three 
years, greater attention has been paid to that matter, and the result is 
that there has been a distinct reduction in the staff required in a workshop 
where the volume of work has remained about the same. New methods 
have also been introduced in the execution of repairs in workshops and 
that also has had a similar effect. Finally, during the 4 or 5 years after 
the war, the work to be done in the railway workshops was swollen by the 
working off of the war-time arrears of repair and maintenance work. Now 
these generally were the causes put forward in support of the reduction 
in establishment. Now, the Railway Board had to examine this proposal 
not only in the light of what was put forward by the Agent but in the light 
of the information which they already possessed and their knowledge of 
the manner in which in an efficient railway workshop work ought to be 
carried out. The test .which can be applied in sueh eases is a comparison 
between the results achieved in one railway workshop and the results 
achieved in other railway workshops. < The application of all the tests the 
Railway Board were able to apply, indicated that the reduction in establish¬ 
ment proposed was fully justified, and indeed some of the tests appeared 
to show that an even larger reduction would • have been justified. I should 
like to give a few figures to illustrate this point. On the North Western 
Railway the locomotive .shop has,to look-after 1,361 locomotives and employs 
G.336 men. On the Bengal Nagpur Railway there are 729 locomotives and 
the number of men employed in the locomotive shops is 5,756. If the same 
number of men at Khargpur did the-same amount of work as those in the 
JNortli Western Railway workshop it'Would be-necessary to reduce the 
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number of men employed to 3,353, which would be a reduction of over 
2,400 men, whereas the actual reduction in the loco, shops is only 
750. I quite admit that these figures have to be applied with caution. You 
cannot argue strictly from one railway to another and say that you can 
expect exactly the same outturn on all railways. Possibly in northern 
India, with a more bracing climate, the individual worker may be able to 
turn out a greater amount of work, but still the discrepancy is so great that 
the only possible inference that can be drawn, I think, is that a reduction 
in the number of men employed in the shops at Kharagpur was urgently 
called for unless the work was to continue to he carried on in a thoroughly 
iineconomical way. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar (Madras ceded districts and Chittoor : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Is this principle applied at the top also ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I had intended to come to that 
presently, but I have no objection to replying to my Honourable friend 
at once. I have forgotten which of the, earlier speakers—my friend 
Mr. Joshi I think it was—complained that, whereas, there was reduction 
at the bottom, the supervising staff was being increased. My reply to that 
is that one. of the points which the Raven Committee criticised unfavourably 
in the Indian railway workshops was the inadequacy of the supervising 
staff, and they, expressed the opinion that greater attention ought to be 
given to that point of adequate supervision. That answers my friend’s 
point. I could give figures similar to those, I have already given for.loco¬ 
motives, for carriages and wagons also, but I do not think it is necessary 
to enter into-much detail. Approximately, on the North Western Railway 
standard, the number of men required for the Kharagpur workshops would 
be about 7,000 in all, whereas after the reductions, which the Agent is 
actually making, the number will be 9,000. There are some other figures 
which illustrate the same point, but time does not permit that I should go 
deeply into them. The Railway Board definitely approved of the Agent’s 
proposal, r that was in July last, that the reduction of 2,000 men should 
actually be carried out. Then the Agent, after his consultation with the 
Railway Board, discussed the question also with the Government of Bengal, 
and thus, before he actually issued any notices to the men, he had been in 
consultation -with .both the authorities principally interested. His subse¬ 
quent course of action was as follows. In the first place he offered induce¬ 
ments to the men to tender their resignations voluntarily by giving a bonus 
of a month’s pay to the men who did.so. After that, he proposed that the 
reduction of staff should be effected in the first place by reducing those wno 
had reached the age of superannuation and then those who were approaching 
the age.of superannuation, that is from the.age.of 50 to the age of 54, and 
it was not until these classes -had been exhausted," and also until the 
voluntary resignations had been taken into account that he issued notices 
of compulsory reduction of establishment to make tip the total number 
whom he had to get rid of. ' I might perhaps give the House tile figures as 
nearly as we can get them. Since April the total number of resiern’ations 
aud of. ordinary casualties amounts to 800. and the balance, about „1..°.00, 
is the number of notices of reduction issued and the latter figure includes 
some .of those who were superannuated. The exact number we do not 
know, but in all probability it is between 200 and 300. Therefore, if these 
are excluded, the total number of men under compulsory reduction by 
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Jhese notices is about,. 1,000 ;,,that ,is ,to. say, it, is probably not more than 
1.1,0.0 and it. is .probably not less,tban ,900. , , ; ,, 

•I should like now, Mr. President, to deal with the point.—it is a very 
important point—raised by my friend Mr. Joshi. His claim-amounted to 
this, that when from any'cause the amount of work to be : d'one in'any 
■establishment controlled by Government had fallen off arid' the 'full' staff 
were no longer required, it'was not right tb make sudden reductions;and 
the proper course was ; to wait till vacancies fell in and let-the whole opera¬ 
tion take place gradually.' Now, I'quite-'recognise that' in some Vases 
that is a perfectly possible way of dealing with such-a situation; 1 1 But I 
■am not for a moment, prepared to admit that in all circumstances that 
way. of dealing with the'difficulty is the'fight way' or the justifiable way 
nr the way which Government should adopt. - In a Departmfeht--like the 
Railway Department cases must, occur when,, if the authorities responsi¬ 
ble are to avoid’a very great waste : .of'public money, it'is necessary to 
.make a large reduction‘of -,establishment'at one, time. I can'see no other 
alternative in certain'circumstances'' such as have occurred at Kharagpur, 
where the .number of men'.employed'is" obviously a great deal-too large 
for tlie work to be done-'and it seems to me that-in such circumstances 
it is not possible for theauthorities' responsible' to';refrain"froin ihaking 
a comparatively large reduction in the establishment at one' timfe." -What 
I pm ^prepared 'to' say, "however, is thisj' that. Government J do recognise 
the necessity in such bases of examining;every possible alternative'before 
agreeing .to' a large simultaneous discharge' of 'staff-’in''such caseh.'"’ They' 
will be prepared in' any similar cases that arise in future ’to exaniine'pro¬ 
posals/placed'before, .them from that point pf ‘ View'.' 1 But’they‘ c are not 
prepared'to. give any^'iindertakihg"that it will,’.always ’ be possible to 
''avoid, such large reductions! '; and, I would like' tog draw the'Attention of 
' the House .to, one aspect of the position at Kharagpur'and fit'i's this/ that 
if, we .were,now to adopt Mr., J oshi ’s' proposal, 1 ' namely,*'to' ask 'tlicRailway 

A W. r. —. tTTi til a) Tin ^rr rt nnl-iAA/i ■'TTThil rtb ’ !i.“L - J h. « ■! n 1 J-li a 



; a question,' as my Honourable friend seemed 1 to‘thihlf, 1 of one year'or 18 
months before "things 'righted themselv.es, .because ? th e'"figures,'in'posses- 

KimV'bf tb e- - Rail Wfl v "Bn'pVd r-n f b nr- rn ,1 i r»n f n 1 f li'n -f-' -fp-nf L ivA - n-nrmi'l py 1 in the 
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more 
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money' on' the; execution^ of 1 particular ' classes ‘ of wfirk"' done" in 'this 
‘way -workshop thaii-we are really justified'inspbnding.'' r ‘ ’ 

^ Vir I. should, like Jbo { ^nu^e^again to vr anotHer. remark j ,of my. Honourable 
:riend ,Mr..!Joshi.Vvdien^Kc/^eferred,'tb rediVcfions in., establishment of a 
lighey -grade, '.Whether l[p had, t my'own,,service ,ih. grain'd ,1' do'hot know. 
But, he t used the.! sacred words',..'proportionate: pension’ and' ‘ he'asked 
whether the flaembers ( of these. higher services, would f .think it tair that 
they,,sKoqld, be,. s.exjt ; ,a‘way,! without, proportionate .pension.- I am not 
going.to say^wbat.my;'view, as, a member ,6f ]be “Government* of Inilia is, 
but,my yiew some 7 or.,8’,yeaW ago was,.Very.'strongly, that for the mem¬ 
bers of, the .Superior Services the, pensionary system ought to be. abolished 
and the provident fund system!,substituted!!iso tbaV it would' he,,in the 
power,, of the ~a~a away' at any " time’ 1 'they 1( choose. 

hqw V3) My. Honourable 
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friend said that we should give something in the nature of a propor¬ 
tionate pension to these men if their discharge was absolutely necessary. 
But'my Honourable friend has forgotten that of the 1,300 men to whom 
notices have been issued at Kharagpur 600 are subscribers to the pro¬ 
vident fund, and as far as they are concerned it is not a question of the 
Railway Company suddenly sending them off and leaving them with no 
sort of means to keep themselves going until they can find work again, 
because some of them, it would appear, must be in a position to draw 
very substantial sums from the provident fund. Subscribers contribute 
one-twelfth of their pay every month and they get interest on that, and 
in. case of a reduction of establishment all of them get a bonus which is 
an equal amount contributed by the Railway Company with interest on 
that. I thought it might be worth while to work out the figures of a 
workman who might be regarded as a typical subscriber to the fund. It 
is about 9 years now; since the workshops staff became eligible to 
subscribe to the,provident fund ; and therefore I took a man who had 
been subscribing for 9 years. I assumed that he rose from Rs. 22 a 
month at the beginning of the period to Rs. 40 a month at the end of it 
with annual increments of Rs. 2, a month. I find that, if he subscribed 
regularly to the ‘provident fund, he would at the end of 9 years have Rs. 
671 to his credit, and if to that is added the grktuity of half a month’s 
pay, which is given in such cases ordinarily on reduction of establishment 
it would 1 amount to a grand total of Rs. 911. I do think it is important 
that the House should realise that the 600 men who are-subscribers to 
the provident fund will not be thrown on the streets without any means 
of support, but will have fairly large sums to help them on their way. 
As .regards the remainder, the men who are not subscribers to the provi¬ 
dent fund, a good many of them must be labourers on daily wages, and 
the majority I should think would be men with less than 4 years’ service 
with the Bengal Nagpur Railway; and therefore, as my Honourable friend 
Mr.' Acharya-pointed'out, not liable to-the same 'hardship as r men who 
had-put in' 10tor 12 or 15 years’ service. - • • , 

r f ~i <1 ' -r- • ’" * 

I. do not,-think, Mr. President, that ,1 am justified in delaying' the 
House; much longer. y The, government of India ^ have given this matter 
very anxious consideration, and what they' feel is’'that this is a 'case in 
which it is not possible" to put ' pressure, on the railway administration' 
and to ask them to withdraw their notices of reduction. They do feel, 
however, that if harmonious relations are to be re-established at Kharag¬ 
pur' between the railway administration and their workmen, the workmen 
must feel some sense ofsecurity and not be under constant apprehension 
that they may be exposed again to a similar risk of another big reduction 
of establishment in a few months’ timer, That would,,clearly create a 
position of such difficulty, that even from the purely financial point of 
view it seems to me that the Railway would have nothing to gain by 
adopting a policy of that kind. Therefore, the Government - of • India 
will he prepared to communicate with the Railway Company arid to 
pbirit put' to thelh that ibis-large‘reduction of establishment having been 
effected,‘-the Goverrinient bf"India' consider that if it ris'found necessary, 
as it may‘be found necessary to r reduce the fetkff‘still ‘further, that should 
be dorie gradually rind as 1 " far as possible on - the occurrence of vacancies 
a : s they'fall'in. * I do riot believe myself that'if that’plan is-adopted, the 
Railway has anything‘to lose'. 

* ' *»w* 



4392 


[14th Sept. 1927. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY* 

f 

[Sir George Rainy.] 

Before I sit down I should like to refer to the correspondence which my 
friend Mr. Acharya read. I am quite sure that my Honourable friend, 
when hp read that correspondence, did so under a full sense of. public 
duty and in the belief that he was entitled to do it. But I would like to 
point out that Government have also their own point of view in that matter. 
Of the document that he read, the first, I understand, purports to be a 
letter from the Managing Director of the Bengal Nagpur Railway .to/ the 
Agent of that Railway and it ivas communicated, as my Honourable friend, 
said, to the Labour Union at Kharagpur by someone whom he described 
as a sympathetic officer. I doubt if the word ‘ ‘ sympathetic ’ ’ would be an 
exhaustive description of an officer who considered it proper to make over 
these doeuhients to persons for whom 1 quite obviously they were not 
intended. That is not, however, my main point. My main point is that 
the Government of India and the Railway Board cannot take any action 
whatever on documents placed before them in that way. It is clearly 
impossible and. ' > > 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar (Tain j ore cum Trichinopoly : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : Are the facts disputed ?. 

' ) j » 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I should like to say again that 
I am attributing nothing improper in any way to, my Honourable friend 
Mr. Acharya who, if I may say so, has stated his case very fairly. 

I ought to allude before I sit down to what was said about the giving 
<yqt of work on contract. On the big point raised by Mr. Joshi, I will 
leave him to argue it out with the Bengal Chamber of Commerce who 
take a somewhat different view on that question. 1 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : They are not the Government of India. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : And I shall hope that both 
parties will be so preoccupied with each other as • to 1 be unable to 
direct their artillery on me for the ,time being. But as regards this 
question of giving work on contract, I should like to point out this 
that, in so far as the work is given out on contract to Indian firms, there 
is no reduction of employment. It is merely a transfer from one place 
to another. I have no doubt, however, -that'if the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
Company accept the view that after this big reduction of staff has been 
effected it will be necessary to go slow and to let any further reduction 
that is necessary come on the occurrence of vacancies, they will obviously 
not desire to pay both the workmen in their workshops and the contracting 
firms for the same work. I think it may he taken for granted that they 
.will postpone this question of giving out the work on contract until the 
staff has been brought' down to the figure at which this can be done 
without loss Qf money. I do not think, Sir, I need add anything further. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, we are 
passing through very hard times and this is nof the time for the trial of 
strength between the Railways andrthe Labour Unions. - Sir, the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway might be backed by the Railway Board, the military 
authorities, the Auxiliary Kortes. the volunteer forces and also the Police 
+L d ° Tn klla bayonets, but as I have said at the beginning we are passing 
iougt very hard times. Kharagpur is situated in an area where most 
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of the workers come from fhe flood-stricken area. The districts of 
Midnapur, Cuttack. Balasore and Chota Nagpur supply at least half the 
labour of the Kharagpur area. And to-day the Bengal Nagpur Railway, 
backed by the Railway Board, are throwing' out of employment at least 
2,000 workers employed , at Kharagpur, and it is no consolation to us to 
be assured, as we are mow assured by my Honourable friend Sir George 
Rainy that he will see his way to gradually reduce the workers when sub¬ 
sequent’ reductions will take place in the Bengal Nagpur Railway. My 
Honourable friend before he came to my own province Bihar and Orissa 
was a member of the Bengal Civil Service. So, he knew Kharagpur and 
the condition of the working classes in Bengal. And when he was in my 
province he also knew something about the condition of the working 
classes and the condition of unemployment that prevails there among the 
skilled labourers for whom work is not available in abundance. So, I 
was sorry to listen to fhe speech of my Honourable friend which was rather 
unsympathetic. His sympathy went to the future reduction and nothing 
was promised on the present unemployment problem and the injustice 
that is going to be perpetrated to-day. Sir, the Honourable Sir George 
Rainy told us than 600 members.of these 2,000 workers that are going to 
be reduced will get something like Rs. 900 as provident fund compensation 
when they are forcibly kept out from the Kharagpur workshops. My 
friend, Sir George, Rainy, has very admirably worked out the details in 
the Tariff Board Reports but I do not know whether he has ever studied 
the economic condition and economic indebtedness of the people. Sir, the 
economic struggle • among the working classes of .India, thanks to my 
Honourable friend Sir .Basil Blackett for his policy of exchange—the 
ratio policy—is becoming more acute day by day. Sir, I deplore the inci¬ 
dent that took place at Bombay where 30 or 40 Indian working class women 
got so enraged iand exasperated that..they mobbed their employer and. I 
believe that employer is now dead. If that employer is dead, I,deplore it. 

I deplore that we have come to such a pitiable condition in this 
country that the working class Indian women, who are usually so meek 
and timid, have' become so distressed and exasperated because their 
children are going to starve and they will find no employment to feed them 
that they resorted to mob their employer. If that was the result when 
50 women were put in the unemployment list, what will be the condition in 
the Bengal Nagpur Railway workshop where more than 2,000 men are to 
be sent out ? The Bengal. Nagpur Railway is situated in that part of the 
country which is known for its distress caused by famine and flood, I do 
not want to contest the accuracy of the statement of the Honourable the 
Commerce Member about the employment capacity of the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway locomotive workshop. If reduction is to be made, I say that that 
reduction should be made with sympathy and in a conciliatory spirit. If 
only tlie authorities had been sympathetic, I, do not think my Honourable 
friend Mr. Parsons would be sitting here on the Treasury Benches ! He. 
would have run up to Kharagpur to -watch the situation personally. I 
would nob find the Chief Commissioner of Railways here in Simla but I 
would expect him at the workshop at. Kharagpui*. I would also expect the 
Honourable the Commerce Member to run np to Kharagpur after the 
Assembly adjourns so tbat he can study the situation on the spot. It is 
no use saying we cannot pay these men. and so we reduce the staff. What 
about the economic distress caused thereby ? What about the untold 
distress caused to those who are dependent on them * I do not also agree 
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with the point raised-by the Honourable-the .Commerce,Member that the, 
reduction was caused by the introduction of power; machinery. I think 
that power machinery was introduced;in, the Bengal-. Nagpur , Railway 
workshop as well as in the workshops, of.; other railways for- a -long time 
pash I - remember when I- was an, engineer, student I visited ,these J: work-; 
shops in 1911. I do not think they have got tany\further improvement* 
in power machinery. There is a great deal in what my Honour able, friend 
Mr.-Jogiah-said that the'Bengal Nagpur. Kailway has tried-.to victimise 
the-men owing to the strike that,took place-'-there. ; a few.;months ago.I 
think the Government ought to set.-themselves in earnest• to -settle, this 
problem and they should not allowit.to be light .heartedly, put aside,by. 
the railway authorities. <1- think* ways and means should bed devised to 
solve-this difficulty. As was suggested by Mr. Jogiah, the Honourable the 
Commerce Member,.may- call, in the - aid of. * Honourable-, - Members -like 
Mr.- Joshi and a few other gentlemen fo-form.-a,conciliatory Board which 
might meet at Kharagpur and listen to -the ■ complaints ,- of. the. workmen 

there and solve the present distress ( 0 f the men. . .• ; ; . . , -\ , 

My Honourable friend referred to the Report of the Raven Committee' 
whmh brought to light a lot of -mismanagement 1 in .the workshops,'’.in r ,the 
matter of management, slackness in' manufacture' of appliances, r accumu-. 
lation of stores, etc. The committee' found that there wasi no-.proper- cost-; 
ing and accounting and,they suggested ’several improvements ’ in every 
department of workshop administration. We have been told that :.the 
Government are still considering those recommendations. But nothing 
has come out of the Report of that Committee so far. My Honourable 
triend Mr. Aney just now reminds me that the Raven Committee did not 
go into the workshop question at Kharagpur because the Bengal Nagpur 
18 VCompany-managed Railway. That Committee did not report 
a out the reduction of the staff at Kharagpur, as the case was not referred. 
to it. ft only went into the case of State-managed Railways.-: Therefore, 
lere is no reason why the Bengal Nagpur Railway -should s take in. hand 
the question of retrenchment. My submission is that it was . merely to, 
victimise'these poor workmen that they took up,the question of retrench-* 
ment. 1 hat would lead us to concede, those observations of/.my friend: 

tliat the workmen are sacrificed because they joined the strike 
last February and this House will be no party to any such - ■ policv - of- 
victimisation.-! -*= : - , , •*, 1 


■■ ,.r; 


The motto should he f‘ No victimisation.” ' ' ‘‘Y ’ 

do-tfn^tef L .Chamah Ball : Sir', T think "the mshe [ought''V^e'iafrbwed ' 
brm^Lt SnL P °!- nt as .' fc o whether m this motion for .adjournment it is fo be 
^ u 16 Railway Board fbat they have Keen allowing ‘ t-he 
to pursue, a policy whicK.is meant for'the purpose'’''' 

be resoIvcd hv n « 0f „? ieir : workm 1 < r n - The merits .of this.particular case can' 
e resol-ved by a reference to the statements that have been made bv 'the 

Surablb1 ** Bengal ^ay ' them|^el ’ 

the lWa\ 3 ' Iemb f say tllat it was only'Kst ffiqnth that / 

matter [of this rSuciionV- * ^S®.-^® 1ip .. to Sl ^ la and' brought up the 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : July, Sir. 
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'Drwan Chaman' Lall: That is still-better for my-' purpose. They 
came up in July. I want the Honourable Member to refer to the letter, 
which 1 dare say is in his file, which will'show‘him that even as far'back as ■' 
/th January 1927, a circular was issued," a' demi-official note was issued, 
m which it was stated that steps should be taken to reduce these men and ' 
that no impression should be given to these men that they were being victi¬ 
mised.-.: That is to say the reduction must take place in such a broad 
manner that there must be no impression 1 given to them that they were 
being victimised. This was a note issued as far back as 7th January 1927. 

Mr. .A. A.: L. Parsons : What document 1 


a P Chamah' Lall : I am sure my Honourable friend knows exactly 'll 

-what'the document. I'am referring to is. - 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : , The, Honourable Member suggested that it h 1 
wa! y pp the file of the Honourable the Railway Member or on my file; I must 
therefore enquire what that document' is. ' 


f Diwan Chaman Lall : If the Honourable Member wants me to tell 
him what the particular document is, it is a demi-official note’ from Sir 
T. R. Wynne. ; 

Mr. A. A. L, Parsons 7 Then, I / must at once say that‘ that 'letter. •; 
has.never been .received.by the Railway Board, nor is there any such letter 
in the 'file of the Railway Board. ,, 

Diwan Chamah' Lall 1' Will the Honourable Member'take it from ; ; ; 
me. that'there was such a letter issued.. I am pointing out the intention 
that'whs’at the back'of the mind of the people in charge of the retrench- 
ment scheme. Their intention was that they wanted to reduce th|ese men 
and they'did not want that the impression should go abi-oad-tliat these 
men' were being victimised. ■ If the Honourable Member would kindly refer 
to this document he will discover that that was the intention namely that"-', 
measures should be adopted to reduce the staff In order that the railways 
should be ‘ ‘ independent ’ ’ of the workers. There is a sentence in one of 't 
these letters which runs as follows : 

‘ ‘ If successful, this success will indicate : another means of rendering ourselves ‘ : 
rather more, independent of local labour. But at present it is. merely as an expert- 
ment 


The intention was there : -namely, these people had gone" on strike.' The ’ ' 
Railway wanted' to become independent of these men.' " They wanted'to get" ; 
rid of these men and'the Railway wanted to give the impression that these "< 
people were not being victimised' on account of the strike.. 

Mr.' A. A. L. Parsons';-: The. oniy point I wish to make clear is that , 
th? document from which ihe. Honourable Member is quoting has not 1 
been before us ; ’it is not in the possession of the'Railway.Board. 

,. Diwan Chaman Lall : I do not care. 

Mr] President’-Is the Honourably Member prepared ' to lay" the"" 
document on the fable for the information of the House ? 

.Diwan Chaman..Lall.^ With .pleasure, I. shall lay it on the tabic of • 
the House, if' the ’Honourable. Member so desires; 1 . .- 


The next point that I want to make'is that'thevery fact'of the existence*’ 
of this document shows thatVihe Railway Board must know...... 
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The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) : May I 
know your ruling Sir, whether it is not desirable to lay on the table all 
such documents before they are referred to. 

Mr. President : The question does not arise because the Honourable 
Member, Diwan Chaman Lall, has agreed to lay the document on the 
table. i 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : I am referring also to the docu¬ 
ment which Mr. Aeharya referred to and which was not laid on the 'table. 
Mr. President : It is too late now. 1 1 1 

Diwan Chaman Lall : If the Railway Board does not know about 
this incident. I say that the Railway Board have been deceived, and that 
they have not made proper investigations of 'the facts in connection with 
the retrenchment. That is my charge against the authorities of the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway. Let me refer to another document. , 

Mr. President : The honourable Member might pass 'on the two do¬ 
cuments to the table. ' ' 

Diwan Chaman Lall : I will,-* Sir. But may I use them for a 
minute, with your permission, before I lay them on 'the table 1 ?' I‘now 1 
refer to another document which also I shall lay on the table It bears 
the number 8690D and is dated <17th August 1927. • In this the proposals 
in regard to these'reductions have beeti detailed, and what are these 
reductions ? The total number of men to be reduced according to these 
detailed instructions comes up to 608 only. Subsequently, because they 
found that by placing contracts with private firms they could reduce 
more men and thereby, .as they themselves, said, become independent of 
local labour, they .desired to reduce further the number of men. . ' , 
The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Would the Honourable Member f 
just mention again what this document is. I did not gather its nature 
or from whom it emanated. ' 

Diwan Chaman Lall : May I be permitted 1 to read "out to the first 
portion ? 

“ As per the Meeting held on 1st March 1927, the proportion foi the reduction of 
staff -nas, etc. Signed M H. O. 17th August 1927.’' , 

It is one of your-official documents of the Bengal Nagpur Railway ; and 
I say this document proves that their intention was that only 608 people 
should be reduced and no more ; hut nevertheless they went beyond 
that and reduced, as Sir George Rainy said, over 2,000 men. At present 
what we are concerned with is not only that it was the intention to reduce 
these men because of the strike, not only was action taken to reduce 
these men because they wanted to become independent of local labour, 
but that they found means of doing so by placing work with private 
firms somewhere else. That is the method adopted. Although it has 
been stated that it is cheaper to get work done hv outside firms, I would 
very much like it proved to me how it is really a business proposition 
for the workshops to place work on contract with private firms. If this 
is the policy which is being pursued by the Bengal Nagpur Railway for 
victimising men I could understand it, but if it is a policy, which is 
being pursued as a business policy, I assure you I am not in a position 
to understand it. Now, bearing this position in mind, that this is being 
one with a definite object, I would request the Honourable Member in 


Tide Appendix “ A ” to these proceedings. 
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charge to take note of the fact that there are only 946 men who are at 
the present moment involved, in regard to these reductions. Why can¬ 
not some method be found by means of an enquiry, a joint enquiry by the 
Railway authorities and the union people or some such means, so that 
these men should be kept on in employment until such time as their ser¬ 
vices can be gradually got rid of or the services of others got rid of in 
whose places they can be put. t I see no reason why such a scheme could 
not be adopted by the' Honourable Member in charge. If it cannot, it 
is because, as I .suspect, the Honourable Member has not the full parti¬ 
culars in regard to this matter ..from the Bengal Nagpur Railway autho¬ 
rities. If it could be done it would not be a very heavy burden upon the 
Railway. It would cost at the outside, even if these men were kept on 
for a year, about a lakh of rupees. The other day we passed a grant of 
Rs. ,75,000 for 35 women clerks in the Y. W. G. A. I was a party to the 
passing of that myself, and I say (that it was a good thing to have done. 
Women workers must .be housed and well housed. But here are not 35 
clerks but a thousand .men—nay, a thousand families that are involved ; 
and surely it would be only right and just to ask of the Honourable 
Member to do the right thing by these people and keep, them on in em¬ 
ployment until such time as he finds means to employ them in some other 
way. . - - . 

(Several Honourable Members moved that the question be put.) 

Mr. President : The question is that the question be put. Does the 
Honourable Pandit wish to .speak ? s . 

'Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) I wish to speak only for a few minutes, Sir, 
if you will permit me ' 1 

Mr. President : We must finish this debate before six. . 

, Pandit,Madan Mohan Malaviya : I shall take only a few minutes, 
Sir. I wish to draw the attention of the Honourable Member for Com¬ 
merce to just a few facts. When the Government permits a Railway 
Company to establish and run a railway, it incurs certain obligations, 
and one of these obligations is to protect the people employed by the 
Company. The Honourable the Commerce Member has not controverted 
the fact that the Company is giving out some work to foreign manufac¬ 
turers and that the Company is getting a great deal of repairs done by 
private contract. I submit, Sir, this fact not being controverted, there 
is an obligation on the Company not to dismiss men who have been in its 
service for so many years when there is work to he done. It is not a 
case of their services being no longer needed. As I understand, the 
Honourable Sir George Rainy has not answered the point raised by my 
Honourable friend Mr.. Acharya, that 5,000 wagons need repairs every 
month and the maximum capacity at Kharagpur at present with all the es¬ 
tablishment that there was before the reduction in question is for the repair 
of only 600 per month. I submit if there is work to he done it is certain¬ 
ly cruel that these men should he sent away and work done by outside 
agency, and I submit it is eminently a case in which the Railway Board 
might appoint a Committee of Arbitration on which the men who have 
been given notice should he represented either by Members of this As¬ 
sembly or by some other agency, to go into the facts and to place them 
before the Government of India in order that justice may be done. At 
present the feeling is that the reduction has,not been carried out merely 
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in the interests of efficiency but that there is something else^ ’at the 
bottom of it, and : that sense of injustice should be remedied.’ ' H ^ 

, Pandit Hirday, Nath Kunzru (Agra Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) Sir, may I just put one question, to .the ^Honourable the Com¬ 
merce Member ? He referred to the Raven Committee. May I ask him 
whether it is not stated on page -76 of their report that all the elements, 
of cost .have necessarily a, tendency to be lower in a railway work¬ 
shop than in a private yyorkshop ? ” , Dlf0iJ (M ,, , , 

Mr.. President : The (question is that the question be now put. , 
'lhe motion’was adopted. 


'iij 


J Mr. M. K.Acharya : Sir, I do not at this late hour; want 'to make Any, 
leugthy speech; and indeed I believe it is.quite unnecessary, becauseiI 
am sure’'that the Members of the House .will< realise the gravity of. the 
situation' and act in a befitting manner) and .that,’placing their hands .oil 
their hearts, and realising that one thousand' poor men and their families 
are going to be turned otit into the streets,‘they -will‘give such a r verdict 
as will be a •proof of their.sympathy-for the working classes. * </ 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, I do not think it is neces¬ 
sary for me to say more than a very few sentences but I would likc’)to 
say one thing which I ought to have mentioned when I spoke before, 
and that is, to disclaim in the most absolute manner,-on.) behalf 'of ithe 
Government of India, the Railway Board and the Agent,.of the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway, any policy of victimisation.. It is right-that,I should, 
do so distinctly. Whatever indiscretion subordinate,.officers ( may have 
been guilty of, I am prepared to answer for the Agent as well, as for the 
Railway Board and the Government of India that everything possible 
will he done to discountenance any policy of that kind. I think it was 
necessary that I should say so much. 

Mr. President : The question is : 


“ That the House do now adjourn.” 

The Assembly divided : , 

AYES—44. 


Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Maulvi. 
Acliarya, Mr. ML K. 

Aiyangar, Mr. C. Duraiswamy. 
Aney, Mr. M. S. ' 

Ayyangar, Mr. M. S, Sesba. 

Belvi, Mr. D. V. / , , 

Bliargava, Pandit Thakur Das. 
Chamnn Ball, Diwan. * 1 

Chunder, Mr. Nirmal Chunder. I 
Das, Mr. * B. s • , 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutt,' Mr. Amar Nath. , 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Chandra. 
Goswami, Mr. T. C.' 1 

Haji/ Mr.' Sarabliai Nemchand. > 
Iswar Saran, Munshi/ 

Iyengar, Mr. A. Rangaswami. 
IyengaT, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

Jay aka r, Mr.' M. R. > ‘ . 

Jogiah, Mr. Vnrabagiri Venkata. 
JoSbi, Mr. N. M.;. r . 

Kidwai, Mr. Rafi Ahmad. 

Uuri7.ru, Pandit Hirday Nath. 


Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. Dhirendra Kanta. 
Lajpat .Rai, .Lala. 

Malaviya, Pandit "Madan Mohan. 

Mehta,' Mr. r Jamnadas 1 M. » u 
Mitra, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. 

Moonje, Dr. .B, S. , 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. , 

Naidu, Mr. 'B. P. : 

' Neogy/ Mr. K. C. 

.Prakasam,'Mr. T. , j , o 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas,. Sir. 

Rajah, Rao Bahadur M C, ,r, i r , 
Rajau Baksh, Shah,’Khan Bahadur Makh- 
dum Syed. 

Ruthnaswamy, Mr. M. < 

Sarda, Rai Sahib Haibilas. 

Sheryaui, Mr. ( T. A. -K € , •. 

Siddiqi, Mr. Abdul Qadir. 

Singh, Mr.KNarayan Prasad. > 

•Sinha,- 'Kumar* Ganganand.< 

Sinha, <Mr. -R^pi . , 

Sinha, Mr. Siddhesvar. 
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Abdul' Qaiyum, ■ Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Ahmad, Khan. Bahadur Nasir-ud-din. 
Ashrafuddln Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Sayid. 

Ayangar, Mr. V. K. Aravamudha. 
AyyangaT,., Bao Bahadur Narasimha 
Gopalaswami. 

Bajpai, t Mr. G. S. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 
Bray, Sir Denys. 

Coatman, Mr. .T. 

Cocker Mr.'H. G. . . 

Cpsgrave, Mr, W. A." 

Courtenay, Mr. B. H. 

Crawford, Colonel J. D. 

Orcrar, ’ The Honourable Mr. J. 

Croftoh, Mr. B. M.’ 

Dalai 

« • ,, _ ■ . 

Dalai, Sardar Sir Bomanji. 

Donovan, j Mr. J. T. ...... 

Dunnettj Mr. J..M. , . , 

The motion was adopted. 


Gidney, Dieut.-Colonel H. A. J. 

Haigh, Mr. P. B. 

Irving, Mr. Miles. 

Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
Kabul Singh Bahadur, Captain. 

Keane, Mr.-M. ,, . - ,- 

Kirk, Mr, B. T. P. 

Mitra,' The ’Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
- Nath. 1 ■ ’ : • : 

Moore, ' Mr. Arthur. 

Mukherjee, Mr. S. C. ' 

Parsons, Mr: A. A. L. . 

Rainy, ,The Honourable Sir George. 

Sams, Mr. H. A.- 
Singh, Bai Bahadur 8. N. 

Sykes, Mr. E. E:'. • , 

Tonkinsoh, Mr.-H: - f' y 

Wright, 11 Mr. W. ’ 1?.' M; 1 ' - 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad.' 

Young, Mr. G. M. 


r,(, The'Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday r 
the 15th September, 1927. 
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No. 

Kharagpur, Srd May 19S7.' 

Dear Carroll, 

He. Sir Trcv’.s note on workshops. , - 

We'do not appear to get the Railway Board’s Weekly summary in "this' office. 
H£ possible I should like to see the one for the week' ending 26th February 1927. 

2. .As regards the possibility of getting work done outside.— , - ; 

Sir Trev states the present position exactly. It has entirely changed since the 
■war. We now have one large .(and quite first class) engineering shop Angus almost. 
.at our doors and doubtless .others will develop. , , 

3. We are already arranging contracts for ■ the manufacture of a substantial quan-,, 

-tity of Loco, spares, iron and brass castings and forgings and loco, cylinders complete— 
which we can'now'buy Cheaper 1 than and fully as good as those we make. ourselves. 
We shall probably cast as more cylinders here, and this I hope is the beginning of tho' • 
■end of the foundry. . J - ‘ 

4. The very favourable position of engineering firms-in Bengal in relation to 

sources of coal and iron supplies should eventually enable uq to do the same, as many . 
American' Railways and dispense with .our -own foundry altogether. Mechanical .inspec-.. 
tions we can easily arrange for and now that we have our own. chemist we are or shall t 
soon be in a position thoroughly to check all supplies. . 

5. We now have specifications for practically all our regular purchases in India, 
and conditions of contract also have been introduced for local manufactures correspond- 
ingwith those used by our Consulting Engineers at Home,modified only where, necessary 
to 1 fit Indian conditions. 

6. Partly as an experiment and partly to make good the out-turn lost due to the 

etrike, iwe -aTe also arranging contracts -with the Indian Standard Wagon, Co. and 
Jessops for the repair of a few hundred wagons. • - - 

7. If successful this measure will indicate another means of rendering ourselves 
rather more independent of local labour. But at present it is merely an experiment 

8. A great deal has become possible since the war that we could not contemplate 
before the war, and the more outside firms become capable of dealing satisfactorily ' vlt _ 
manufactures for us the stronger will be our own position. We shall have to Keep 
them strictly upto specification and inspection is being fully provided for. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) H. L. COLE. 


O. CARROLL, Esq., 

Agent, B. N. By., Calcutta. 


WORKSHOPS. 

The Railway Board’s Weekly Summary for the week ending 26th February 1^27 
gives a very useful lead for reducing the number of men employed in the shops but 
for us to be able to do so we must give some good reasons as we are not in a position 
at the moment -to sack men with bad records in time keeping and efficiency. If we do 
bo at the present time we Should be said to be “ victimising ” the men. 

The work done in shops divided itself into two heads :— 

(a) Repair work. 

(b) Manufacturing work. ____ 

■* 'Vide page 4396 .of these proceedings. 



The workshops must do repair work and because' in. the early-days of Indian Bail* 
ways there were no private workshops in India capable of doing manufacturing work 
railways had'do embark cm this work themselves. Times have changed and there- 
are many .private Workshops in India that can turn out good work. 

. *■ III 1 4 „ , 

The line I'think we ought to, take is to reduce our manufacturing Work' giving it 
out on contract to private firms and give this reason why we are making large reductions 
in,our workshops. Will you go into this with Cole. Incidentally we will save in not 
having to spend a large amount of capital in building quarters at Khargpur for work¬ 
men if we can make a substantial reduction in the numbers. , 

(Extract from a D. O. from Sir T. B.-W. to Agent). ' ■ • * 


(Sd.) H. L,,COLE. 


7 th January 1937. 


T. R. WYNNE. 


7th January 1927. 


No. 8690, dated 17th August 1927. 

As per the Meeting held on 1st Miareh 1927, the proportion' for the reduction of 
staff was— 


Loco. Shops 

. ^ 

365 V 

Carr. Shops 

• • 

182 l 7 29 

Wagon Shops 

* * 

182 ) 

These numbers were based on the' establishment on 

31st January 1927 when the—«- 

Loco. Shops bad a total of 

• • 

.. 5,677 

Carriage Shops had a total of 

. •• 

.. 2,949 

Wagon Shops had a total of . - 


.. 2,104 


ToTAfi .. 10,730' 


The figures on 31st January 1927 were— 
Loco. Shops 
Carr. Shops 
Wagon Shops' 


.. 5,509 

.. 2,873 

.. 2,225 


Total .-. 10,COY 


Bhowing a difference of — 
Eor Loco. Shops 
Eor Carr. Sh 
For Wagon Shops 


.. —168 
.. —7C 
—121 


In connection with the Wagon Shops, it should he noted that additional smiths 
uearths have been put into the Shops and certain additional machines. Eneb hearth 
and each machine lms to be manned. It is said however that m the Wagon Shops cor- 
tain machines are double manned as a result, of the strike. 

In addition to the men for Smiths hearths'and machines a special'sanction for num¬ 
ber of coolies was given for handling material m the Wagon Shops. 
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, These three points will have to be taken into consideration in adjusting down the 
number, of, men allowed., , ' ' i ' " . ' ' • * 

^ y-..> 1 0, V J, f ' 

' "Taking'in'round figures 10,000 to be the total staff to be employed and working 
on the proportion decided in the Meeting in April it shows that, of the total staff 
.fco Y be reduced, the Loco. Shops will take. ... .. , ,. 50.per cent. , 

" c a rr. Shops will take . ■•. ' .. ' .. ,25 per cent. 

Wagon Shops will take .. . .. ' .. ..25 per cent. 


The Loco. Shops have now to reduce a further 
The Carr. Shops have now to reduce a further, 

The Wagon Shops have now to reduce a further 
This will bring t'he total down to approximately 10,000. 


.. 304"] 

.... 152 y. 608 
.. 152 J 


(Sd.)' M. H. O. 


17th August 1937- 





LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday, 15th September, 1927. 


, The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. Presid'eiit .A short notice question has been sent by. Mr. M. K. 
Aeharya which the President has admitted and the Department has agreed 
to answer. The Honoiirable Member does hot Seem to be in the House 
to pht the question. 


Mr. A. Rangaswamy Iyengar : May I put that question, Sir, as it 
is an important question 1 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member who gave notice of the 
question ought to be here. _ _ _ o 

V' Mr. A. Rahgaswaihy Iyengar : It is an important question, Sir. 

THE SOCIETIES REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL. 


Mr. N. O. Kelkar (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural).: Sir, I rise to move the motion that stands in my name, namely, 
that the amendments made by the Council of State in the Bill further 
to amend the Societies rRegistration Act, I860, for certain purposes, be 
taken into consideration. 

Sir, the matter of this Bill is a very simple and small one, and I think 
I can explain it in a couple of minutes almost. This House will remember 
that it was pleased in February last to pass and sanction a Bill which I 
had introduced for the purpose of amending the Societies Registration 
Act for certain purposes. The point was about section 20 of that Act 
which defined certain objects of registration, but I found that the drafting 
of the section was defective or that rather it was not sufficiently enumera- 
tive, and I proposed that two additions to the objects mentioned in that 
section should be made. One was the addition of the words “ political 
society ’ ’, and in order to carry this matter further and to put the matter 
beyond .all doubt in regard to societies which had also a similar purpose, 
I , had proposed to insert the words “ any object of public utility ” in 
section 20 of the Act. I had concentrated, however, on the words “ poli¬ 
tical education ’ 5 which I insisted must be included in section 20 in order 
that political societies should be allowed to register themselves and get 
all the benefits that emanate from incorporation. As J Imve said, this 
Horise was pleased to accept the Bill, and I need not refer to the debate 
which took place on that occasion. I would, however, briefly mention 
ohe or two points in order to give this House an idea as to what was the 
subject, matter of the debate. On behalf of tlie Government the then 
Home Member tried to induce me and also to persuade the House to 
believe that my object could really be achieved under the Indian .Com¬ 
panies Act. There was some debate on that- point. I did hot myself 

( 4403 ) 
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regard the point as debatable, and I think I succeeded in convincing him 
that it was not right, to. force political societies or bodies to register them¬ 
selves under the Companies Act. I contended that a political society was 
not necessarily a company, because the objects of a political society were 
entirely different from those of a company. At the end of the debate, 
the Honourable the Home Member idid not entirely give up his point, but 
I must acknowledge that he did not carry his objection too far. Ultimately 
he said this : 

“I •will not oppose tlie consideration at this stage, but if I am advised by com¬ 
petent legal authority at a further stage that registration can and ought to be effected 
'under the Companies Act, I may take action in another place ’ 3 . 

Eventually, however, I find that his legal advisers did not advise 
Aim accordingly, and therefore Government in the other place did not 
press that objection. . - 

•There , was one small objection taken by my friend Mr. ..Srinivasa 
.Aiyangar at the time, and the reply given to him by Sir Alexander 
Muddiman was this : - ' " 

“ I have only one observation to make, and that is, that my Honourable friond, 
the late Advocate General of Madras, tells us that.he is against political societies 
•being given corporate existence. I would ask liim with the authority of his great ' 
•experience of law to tell the House how they can hold property if they are not in- 
•coporated 

That shows, Six', that the Honourable the Home Member accepted my posi¬ 
tion that it was impossible for political societies to hold property and 
function according to their objects unless they were registered. In that 
state of things the Bill was passed. The Government did put up some 
opposition to it, but it was not pressed, and the Bill as originally introduced 
by me passed through. 

Then it was taken to the other House, and there they made small 
drafting ' amendments. They dropped one of the words. or expressions 
which I had suggested but accepted the one upon which I had insisted. 
As I have just said, I had insisted on the words “ political education ” 
being included in section 20. That position of mine was conceded by 
the House and by the Government as well. This is what the Honourable 
Mr. Haig said in the othei* place with regard to his amendment : 

“ The second point seeks to confine the amendment of this Act to the particular 
object which the Mover of the Bill had in mind. I understand, Sir, that in regard to 
this particular class of societies there is a sentimental feeling that they would prefer 
to be called e society ’ rather than ‘ company and in deference to that sentiment 
the Government of India have decided for their part to accept, the amendment which 
will enable these societies to register themselves under the Societies ^Registration 
Act J ’. 

The words which were not recommended to be taken up were the words 
which also I had suggested, namely, “ any other purpose of public 
utility ”. I suppose it was regarded that those words were too wide, 
and one specific reason which was given by the Honourable Member in 
the other House was that the object of those words was fully served by 
somewhat, similar words in the Indian Companies Act. Lastly, a small 
t rafting amendment was made, and that was, the'words “ political educa- 
’ which were accepted and introduced into the body of-the -Bill, 

1 e ransferred to the Preamble of the Act which, I think, was 
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necessary. These ivere the only three changes that were . made 
in the other House. Therefore, I find, after all, that I have really 
no room, to complain with regard to the Bill as accepted and amended 
by the other House. My chief purpose has been served, namely, that the 
words “political education” have been introduced into the-body of 
section 20 which gives practically all that I want. The drafting amend¬ 
ment is quite necessary and reasonable, and with regard to the third thing, 
I have no quarrel. Therefore, the Bill comes back in that amended form, 
and I entirely accept it. I therefore move, Sir, that the amendments made 
by the Council of State be taken into consideration. ' ‘ 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That the amendments made by the Conncil of State in the Bill further to amend 
the Societies Registration. Act, 1860, for certain purposes, be taken into consideration.” 

The motion .was adopted. 

Mr. President : The question is : . ‘ ■ 

* ‘ That this House do agree to the following amendments made by the' Council 
of State in the Bill further to amend, the Societies Registration Act, 1860, for certain 
purposes, namely : .... 

In clause 2 : 

(1) before the words ‘ In section 20 ’ the words ‘ In the Preamble to and ’ be 

inserted ; and ’ 

(2) the letter and brackets ‘ (a) ’, the word ‘ and and the whole of sub¬ 

clause (b) be omitted.” 

The. motion was adopted. 


. THE HINDU CHILD MARRIAGE BILL. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Merwara : General) : Sir, I rise to 
move that the Bill to regulate marriages of children amongst the Hindus 
be taken into consideration. 

The primary object of the Bill is to put a stop to child widowhood. 
•No country in the world except this unhappy land presents the sorry 
spectacle of having in its population child widows who according to the 
customs of the country cannot remarry. Enforced widowhood is a 
feature peculiar to Hindu society, and when we consider that some of the 
victims of this pernicious—I had almost said inlnlman—custom were 
babies 8 or 10 months old, Honourable Members will realise how urgent 
and imperative is the call for legislation in the matter. 

Sir, the Bill before the house does not attempt to lay down the ages 
at which boys and girls should marry. For Hindus that was done by 
their law-giver, Manu, who laid down that a girl may marry 3 years 
after she attains puberty ; and Dlianwantri, the great Hindu authority 
on the subject, says that ordinarily girls attained puberty in India at 
16. Social and domestic environment of the present day, and other 
things have perhaps slightly lowered the age of puberty in India. Yet, 
according to Manu, who allows marriage 3 years after puberty, even at 
the present day the marriageable age of a girl cannot be below 1G years. 

Sir, as it stands, my Bill does not go against, the spirit or the letter 
of any religious behest, for no Sastras, ancient or modern, enjoin that a 
girl must be married before she attains puberty. And it is an admitted 
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fact that girls Ido not attain, puberty before they ar^ 12 ye&ra.old, .Thus, 
while it doe's not come into conflict jvifh ahy Sastras, tlie .Bill femoyes 
what is probably the most oppressive .buideh under, which Hindu woman¬ 
hood is. groaning. The Bill is a very modest attempt to recognise, that' 
female, children even, amongs.t Hindus have certain inalienable rights and 
that the State with any pretensions tb civilisation will deem it. its diity 
to protect them, without heeding the vagaries that masquerade in the 
guise of social customs. / 

Sir, a reference to the last Census Report will show; .how important 
the. matter, of the Bill is. That Report, says that there were in India in 
T921, ,'6l2 Hindu widows. who .were. bahies not, even, 12 ; months old, 49,8 
between i and 2 years, 1,280 between 2 and 3, 2,863 between 3 and 4, 
and 6,758 who were between 4 and 5 years of age, making a total jof 
12,016 widows under 5 years of. age.: iTheonumber of Hindu widows 
between 5 and 10 years of age was 85,580 and those between 10 and 15, 
.2,33,533. _ The. total, number of widows under .10 was. 97,596, and under 
15 was 3,31,793. These numbers include Jain and Arya widows, for Jains 
and Aryas have been separately classed probably for political purposes ; 
otherwise .they, arc all Hindus and . are , governed by the .same marriage 
laws. And if we include Brahmos and Silchs, who are as much Hindus as 
the so-called Hindus, the total number of Hindu widows under 15 was 
3,32,472 in 1921. 

The gravity of the question will however be realised when we re¬ 
member that out of every 1,000 Hindu married women 14 are under 5 
years of age, 111 below 10, and $37 under 15 years of. age. This means 
that, a little over 11 per cent, of the Hindu women are supposed to lead a 
married life when they are below 10 years of age, lie., they are mere 
children, and that nearly 44 per cent, of them lead married lives when 
they are less than 15 years of age, i.e., when they are not yet but of their 
teens and before they have attained true and full .puberty, and are 
physically utterly unfit to bear the strain of marital relations. - • 

Sir, the secondary aim of the Bill is to remove the principal impedi¬ 
ment to the physical and mental growth of the youth of both sexes and the 
chief cause of their premature decay and death. The measiire I propose 
will help to remote the causes which lead, to heavy mortality amongst 
■Hindu married girls. The very high percentage of deaths among, them 
is;due to the fact that they are quite immature' and are utterly unfit to 
begin married life when they • actually do. so. Speaking of the .strain 
imposed on girls by married relations, Dr. Lancaster in his book “ Tuber¬ 
culosis in India ”, page 47, says : 

“ People forget the fearful strain upon the constitution of a delicate girl of 
14 'ears or even less, which results from the thoughtless incontinence of the 'newly 
married boy, or still more, the pitiless incontinence of the remarried inan. Serious 
as.these causes of strain are upon the health of the young married girl, they sink 
into insignificance in comparison with the.stfcss of .maternity .which follows.-; It-is a 
truism to say that the process connected ivith reproduction which, from one point,of 
view, may he regarded as the most important -of human functions, should 
lie allowed to. take place under, the most, .favourable., conditions -possible. 

'' - 5t - wouW • s<, ° m 1° • bo of fundamental importance . .that these 
Sr£ul C8 - B \ ,OU, 3. b0 del,l y fe(1 u “til 'the body ns ; a whole'shall have attained their full 
*e-prepared for this .great,, crisis.. dPoAin no .other-ferisis of : life does 
• ate-result depend so much upon the physical condition of the body.”. - 
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And he pleads : - 

“.Let even so much as two years be conceded, and in place of 18 years which vnay 
be. .reckoned as the lower limiting age! in Ordinary 'cases of marriage 'in -the; west', 
lit 16 years be the age which'popular opinion shall regard as the normal one for 
marriage in this country. The result will be ah incalculable gain in tlio -health of the 
women of India as also in that of the children whom they bear. ’ ’ 

.Sir, this is the opinion o£ an authority on. the subject. My Bill falls far 
.short of this aim : it is only a step towards this desideratum. ; 

Leaving aside this—and I confess that I regard this as the most im¬ 
portant aspect of the question—I. think the Bill deserves the support 
■even, of those to who nothing matters but the political emancipation of 
the country. 

• ' Sir, progress is unity, and if ‘we are to make any advance, and the 
country is to come into line with, or nearly into line with the progressive 
countries of the West or to be completely free from their domination, a 
programme of social reform of a thorough going character, of which the 
abolition of child marriage will be a principal item, must be taken in 
band along with the pursuit of political reform. Much of this social re¬ 
form is no doubt the domestic or private concern of the people of the 
country and does not call for legislation. I believe, Sir, that just as the 
veil, with all that it connotes, has disappeared in the greater part of 
Turkey and is fast disappearing from the rest of it, so must the pardah, 
the Choulca, child marriage, enforced widowhood, the ban on inter-din¬ 
ing and intermarriage, caste in its present rigid and ossified form, and 
untouchability disappear from India, if we are to be in a position to bold 
-our own in the international conflict of interests, the clash of colour, and 
-tiie' struggle for life that- is raging furiously in the world. For we, must 
remember, Sir, that even political emancipation, freedom or Swaraj, by 
whatever name you call that one fact, droppeth not like sweet; manna 
from heavens. It lias, to be won. It has to be wrested from unwilling 
bands, and so long as these evils exist-in this country, we will neither 
have the strength of arm nor the strength of character to win freedom. 
Once-these evils are gone, a spirit will arise in the .land which no> power 
on eartli will be able to quench, a strength of arm to fight for freedom 
"will be developed, which the might of the mightiest will not be able to 
resist. I am sure. Sir, that- as the day follows the night, so will these 
'evils|disappear,' and disappear' soon. But there are certain matters of a 
serious nature in which considerations of humanity and the inalienable 
Tights of a human being—and that human being, the innocent and help¬ 
less child—call for the immediate intervention of the Legislature. The 
present Bill, Sir, concerns one of those matters. In order to protect the 
Inalienable rights of the innocent children and to concede to them the 
fight to live;—the life nature gives them—it is necessary that infant 
and child marriages must chine to an end at once and that boys and girls 
grow up Unfettered bv'marital ties and unburdened'with family cares 
which have not only immensely accelerated the death rate amongst the 
yimng morri.ed people,' especially girls, but have dangerously lowered the 
vitality of the race, stunted their growth,' and barred their way to pros¬ 
perity and happiness. • r - 

Sir, I .will say one word more as to the utility of the measure I pro¬ 
pose forienaciment.'-The'Bill, 1 if passed, will give a real and .effective 
protection to girlsi which the Age of Consent Act does not do. That law 
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is a sort of flank attack on the social and physical evil, I might say the 
crime, of child carriage. The law of the age of consent, so far as marital 
relations are concerned, is a dead letter, and has done little practical good 
except the slight educative effect which it has had on certain classes of 
people. The law regarding the age of consent has been in existence a 
pretty long time, but the last Census Report says : 

“ There is little evidence in the Census figures to suggest that the practice of infant 
marriage is dying out.” 

How long, Sir, shall we then allow this- canker to eat into the vitals of our 
race ? Shall we stand by and see the race sink below the point when 
regeneration and resuscitation become impossible ? 

Sir, in some quarters an objection has been taken to the provision 
in the Bill as to the function which the Magistrate has to perform in the 
working of the law. The fact is that the Bill provides 12 years as the 
minimum age of a girl for a valid marriage. In order, however, to dis¬ 
arm all opposition on the part of the orthodox people, the Bill provides 
that a valid marriage of a girl, even in her 12th year, may be performed 
if there be a conscientious objection to the postponing of the marriage 
any longer. Some machinery has to be devised for the operation of this 
provision, and I consider that the Magistrate of the District is the most 
convenient and safe agency through whom the law may be fulfilled. The 
Bill gives no discretion to him to grant or refuse a license. His function 
is purely mechanical . When a conscientious objection in the shape of 
-an affidavit is filed, the law enjoins him to issue a licence. I may, how¬ 
ever, add that the provision with regard to the Magistrate is not an 
essential or an organic part of the measure I propose, and there will be 
no objection on my part to a suitable modification of the provision, if 
it can be devised. 

T have a word to say to Government as to their attitude towards this 
Bill. A heavy responsibility rests on them for the continuance of this evil. 
Government probably know that several- Indian States, for instance, 
Boroda, Mysore and Bharatpur, have passed laws forbidding marriages 
of girls below 12. Recently, the state Kotah in Rajputana. promulgated a 
new Marriage Act with effect from 1st July, 1927, prohibiting the marriage 
of girls under 12 and hoys under 16, as well as of girls under 18 with’ 
men above double their age and of unmarried girls over 18 with men over 
45. Even China has passed a law forbidding marriages of girls below 
16 and boys below 18. Sir, this shows what attitude Governments really in¬ 
terested in and solicitious of the welfare of their people are taking in 
regard to child marriage, and the duty of the Government of India lies 
clear before them. I was taken aback when at the introduction of-my 
Bill, the Honourable the late Home Member declared that he would 
oppose its passing but that he did not desire to break the convention 
that Bills should not. be opposed at the introduction stage. That., Sir, 
was a surprise to me. For, had not this very Government, through its 
Home Secretary, though in an apologetic tone, expressed. its sympathy 
with the measure in 1921 1 I read from the debates of the Legislative 
Assembly held, on the 17th February 1921 : 

v nt! ' ?' tjala Girdliari. Xml-: Do the Government intend to, undertake -legis- 

" lorbiddmg marrioges of girls before the'age of 11 and that of boys before'14 f 
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Answer by Mr. S. P. O ’Donnell : The answer is in the negative. Government 
consider that under the present conditions, in a matter of this kind which intimately 
concerns the social customs and religious 'beliefs of the people, it is preferable that the 
initiative should be taken by non-officials rather than the Government. ’ ’ • 

Does this not show by clear implication that in 1921 the attitude of Gov¬ 
ernment towards the question was one of sympathy, and by no means 
one of opposition ? Sir, it was a surprise to me, as it was to most people, 
to see that a Government which professes to work for the good of the 
people, a Government that is representative of a nation that certainly 
is one of the most advanced in the world in wisdom and in the develop¬ 
ment of Justice and freedom, and claims—and I think rightly—tliat. it has 
a great respect fort womanhood, should take up such an attitude, and 
instead of welcoming and promising to support such essentially necessary 
legislation for children and helpless girls, declare its intention to 
oppose it. Sir, if Government had said that they had in their hands un¬ 
impeachable and overwhelming evidence that the hulk of Hindu public 
opinion was, dead against the measure, and that therefore they could 
not support it, we could understand their position. The attitude of the 
late Home Member has been condemned in the country and construc¬ 
tions have been put upon it which I think are unjustifiable, but which 
Government would do well to prove to be groundless and unjustified 
by taking up a helpful attitude towards this Bill. For, after all, Gov¬ 
ernment, like the humblest of men, would be judged by its acts and not 
by its professions. Take this month’s number of the Modern Review, 
the premier magazine in the country. In an article entitled “ Indian 
Social Reformers, etc. ” the editor, Mr. Ramananda Chatterjee, says : 

“ The abolition of child-marriage and child mortality and the raising of the ago 
of consent within and ontside marital relations would tend to make Indians a physically, 
intellectually and morally fitter nation. But British bureaucrats have all along been 
very unwilling to help Indian social reformers in effecting these reforms by direct 
and indirect legislation. They had no objection to abolish Suttee, probably because 
it was mainly a question of humanity ;—the abolition of Suttee was not expected to 
promote the building up of a stalwart nation. But the abolition of child marriage, 
etc., is indiroctly and almost directly a political as well as a social remedy. So in those 
mutters our British bureaucratic friends fall back upon the cant of neutrality and 
non-interference in Teligious and socio-religious matters. As if Suttee, hook swinging, 
etc., were not such things, which the British Government have stopped by legislation 

! > 

He adds : 

<' And this mentality continues in spite of the following admission made in the 
Census Report of India for 1901 A. D. (Yol. I., page 434). 

1 Happily there is reason to believe that the leaders of Indian society aro fully 
alive to the disastrous consequences, both to the individual and to the race which 
arise fTom premature cohabitation and are anxious to use their influence to defer the 
commencement of conjugal life until the wife has nttained the full measure of physical 
matnrity requisite to fit her for child bearing ’.” 

The editor further adds : 

“ Twenty six years have passed since this was written, yet the late Home Member 
of the Government* of India declared that he would oppose Mr Harbilns Sadn *s very 
modcst Hindu Child Marriage Bill. It has to be seen whether his successor v.ill carry 
out the threat.” 

Though I, for one, do not believe that British officers in India are 
inspired by such unworthy motives .ns are ascribed to them in their 
. attitute towards legislation such as that on the anvil, still it is my earnest 
hope that Government would reconsider their, attitude towards this 
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question of child widowhood—the tragedy of child widowhood as the 
Pioneer in its issue oi the 9th of this month eails.it; I would beg the 
Honourable the Home Member not to say or do' anything which would 
give .tlie social reformers "and workers ''in the eoimtfy' and tlie public 
generally, any plausible 'ground to charge Government with hostility 
based on political considerations, to all measures calculated to remedy 
social and physical evils which are a disgrace to. all concerned hncl which 
effectually bar their way to physical oh social welfare. . 

Another danger lies before Government, which a book and a speech in 
England have brought to> light. Bet it not furnish an excuse to its 
simpleriiihded critics to suspect it of helping to perpetuate conditions 
which the base traducers of fallen and subject nations gladly make use 
of. Just as there are slimy creatures’who burrow in dirt,' eat dirt and 
throw out : dirt, so' afg there persons like ’ that notorious' writer of 
“ Mother India ”, whose attempt to revile the “ mother ” has earned for 
her the contempt of all sensible people. "While she will for a time enjoy 
the ill repute of a def Inker of a nation, to future students of Indian con¬ 
stitutional histor 3 r she will appear as one of those contemptible 
characters, who lend themselves to become tools in the hands ■ of 
scheming Opponents of a nation’s aspirations. 

Sir, there are Indians who think, whether or rightly or wrongly, 
that Government who is the guardian of India’s interests does India 
an injury iby conniving at. the continued' existence of cMld-widowhood in 
the cbuntry’. as it exposes their motherland to the base lies and.vile ca|um- 
iiies of a Eilcher against a suffering class of woinahlfoo^l, whose high, 
character and sainted lives amidst suffering nobly borne, ought to put 
to shame those whose vile outpourings in no way enhance the dignity,-the 
prestige, fob' the glory of the English race. Sir, Providence, 1 as a' just 
retribution for the woes and sufferings to which our p'assive acquiescence 
in the continuance of an evil custom subjects the child widows of this 
country, has condemned us to centuries of political servitude and 
natiohfil inipotehce,When in our, ntter helplessness we have silently to 
suffer the outrageous insults heaped on our womanhood. Sir, when ah 
insult was offered to the Queen of France, the noble Burke in a memor¬ 
able outburst of impassioned and noble eloquence, exclaimed that the 
age of chivalry had passed or ten thousand' swords would have leapt 
from their scabbards to avenge that inSult. ' 

IIow fajlcn are we, and not we alone—pardon my saying so, Sir—lint 
also some others who, having inherited the noble traditions of the English 
face and being custodians of the honour, the good name and the reputa¬ 
tion of this country, allow without a protest- the womanhood of India 
to be .so basely traduced and grossly insulted—insulted in a ‘ 'manner 
which has'moved at least one Englishman, a true missionary of Christ, 
to do public penance in Calcutta for the great crime of a countryman of 
his ' rl ■ ‘ ' - “ 

Sir, if Government have no desire or have not the courage.to initiate 
ami carry through legislation prohibiting marriages of girls below 12 
years of ace. they might very well give this private measure their hearty 
in T e'- even i.f the Honourable the Home Member is not disposed 

1 0 t lIS ’ as ^ think the representative of the" Ma Bap Government 
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possessing a genuine solicitude for the welfare of the people ought to 
•do, he will at least take up an attitude of neutrality, release Gover nm ent 
Members from the Mandate handicap and permit them to'vote according 
to their conscience, of let the fate of the Bill be decided by'the vote 
of the Indian Members of this House who are principally affected by it. 
I hope Government have noted that all the amendments so far proposed 
by Honourable Members not only support the Bill but are directed to¬ 
wards making the provisions of the Bill go much further than T have 
ventured to do. 

Sir, with your permission, I will read the report published in the 
Times of India of the 24th June 1926, of a heartrending incident, the 
direct result of a child marriage ! 

“ The sad story of how a young married Maliratta girl, eleven years old, named 
Bhingoobai, drowned herself in a well at Kamyanpet Hoad Station," on the G. I. P. 
hailway between Raichur and Wadi, while being sent back by her father to her hus¬ 
band at Shahabad has Teached here. 

The driver on No. 16 passenger train stated that while examining his engine near 
the water tank at Narayanpet Station, he noticed a girl get down from the third 
class bogie carriage and running to station well to jump into it. 

The father of the girl told the police that his daughter Bhingoobai hnd been 
run ciied to one Luxmon, four years back when she was about six years old. In accord¬ 
ance with the custom, she was sent to her husband’s house two months after marriage. 
After remaining there two months, she returned to her parent’s house, was sent back 
liy tliki' latter, but returned again. ' 

This happened several times. Her father taking advantage of one of his relations 
famed Vcdoo going to Shahabad determined to send his,daughter back to her husband 
yjth this relation’ and himself took her to the station and saw her entrained. While 
he and TTedoo were engaged in conversation on the platform he was informed his 
daughter had fallen in a well. He ran to the well with others and a cultivator, named 
■Bamboo, jumped into the well and brought the girl out still alive but senseless. She 
-expired soon after. ’ ’ 

Sir, this is not a solitary incident of its kind in this country. I have 
personal knowledge of one or two other similar sad things. Do Govern¬ 
ment with the knowledge of such happenings still feel justified in oppos¬ 
ing or by proposing dilatory proceedings, in postponing the fruition of 
the labours of people who are endeavouring to alleviate the lot of in¬ 
nocent, defenceless girls who are done to death by ignorant, heartless 
custom, or a mischievously false notion of social decorum ? 

Sir, before I resume my seat, I respectfully and with all the earnest¬ 
ness that I can command, invite the attention of Honourable Members 
on both sides of the House to the touching appeal of Mahatma Gandhi 
made at Madras on the 7th September, 1927, for the abolition of child 
widowhood. He said that there was no warrant for this kind of widow¬ 
hood in Hinduism, and, he exclaimed with intense grief and agony of 
mehtal'pain, “ I have often said in secret to God, ‘ If you want me to live. 
Oh, God, why do yon make me a witness to these tragedies ?’ ” 

Kumar Gapganand Sinha> (Bhagalpur, Purnea • and the Snnthnl 
Pargnnas : Non-MuhnmmadanI -. I sincerely congratulate my Honourable 
friend from Ajmer-Merwara who has brought forward this Bill to eradi¬ 
cate a deep-rooted evil from the Hindu society, namely, early marriage. 
Before I proceed further, I must make it clear that by early mar¬ 
riage Ihnean marriage at an age at which it is contemplated to be stopped 
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by the Bill which we are now considering. Every Hindu..knows to-day 
that taken as a whole his race is on the downward path of physical deteri¬ 
oration attended by intellectual degeneration and is threatened with virtual 
extinction. The reasons for these are as much political, as much economic 
as social and my Honourable friend has attacked one of the aspects of our 
social system which contributes towards such a degeneration. I think he 
has brought this measure at a right time and in a right place. Any one 
who has taken care to study the growth of the Hindu society will bear 
testimony to the fact that taking into account the history of Hindu 
civilisation, comparatively speaking, the custom of early marriage is a 
matter of rather recent origin. But somehow it has taken a firm grip of 
the society, and to free ourselves from it we must struggle very hard. 
There are unfortunate^ persons amongst us who ttry to justify early 
marriages by quoting scripture^. To them I say that I have also taken 
care to read scriptures with a view to getting information on the point 
and have taken pains to discuss it with erudite pundits of our part of the 
country, and I have come across nothing that can justify the marriage 
below the age which this Bill seeks to fix as the marriageable age. I do not 
want, here, on the floor of this House, to enter into learned discussions 
and dissertions about our scriptures but I am prepared to join issue with 
anybody who says that what I have stated above is not a fact.- There is 
to my mind no religious sanction behind a marriage of that kind. That is 
not all. If we look at the matter from other aspects also, it would appear 
that the reasons and arguments for stopping early marriages are 'much 
more convincing. Look at it as a source of increasing the number of 
young widows who cannot remarry and constantly cast a gloom on the 
family by reminding all elderly members of the family of the loss the 
family has sustained in the death of the husband ; look at it from the 
point oil view of the death of child mothers who conceive at a tender age 
and bring forth sickly babies ; look at it from the point of view; of child 
mortality of which child parentage’is a potent cause, and I am sure you 
will say that you must root out the evil at all costs. It is sapping the vitals 
of our race, and to let this continue is to commit racial suicide. I would 
like to quote some statistics that will illustrate the evil of the custom from 
the various aspects I have indicated. I was looking into the statistics in 
the last Census Report and it is stated there that in the whole of British 
India the infant death-rate amounts to one-fifth of the total de;ath-rate for 
• all ages and about one-fifth of the children die before the age of one year. 
As to its cause, it is stated : - 

“ Special causes contribute to the high mortality of infanta in India. Owing to 
the custom of early marriage, cohabitation and cliild-birth commonly- take place before 
the woman is physically mature and this, combined with primitive and insanitary 
methods of midwifery seriously affects the health and . vitality of the mother and 
through her of the child. Available statistics show that over* 40 per cent, of the 
deaths of infants occur in the first week after birth and over 60 per cent, in’the first 
month. ’ ’ 

Another remarkable fact that is revealed in the Report is this : .. .. •• 

“ -4 narked feature of the statistics of the last 20 years has been the increase in 
proportion of female deaths since 1901. ” 

knnrvMV 1011 ^! t ^ e ■ Rc k° rt does hot'refer to it, it is a matter of common 
'ledge that where provisions for midwifery are hot adequate many 



4413 


"THE HINDU CHILD itt&RliGE'BILL. 

child, mothers have to pay with their lives for their and their guardians’ 
ignorance. That is often the remote cause hut all the same thati is an im¬ 
portant factor in the mortality of child mothers. The doctors can bear 
testimony to this fact. There are in this land 216,237,797 Hindus, divided 
into 110,626,596 males, 105,611,201 females and out of these 20,218,780 
are widowed females, and when I come to divide them according to age, 
the revelations are appalling. You will see that there are 597 widows 
of the age 1 and less. Between the ages of 1 and 2 years there are 494 
widows, between 2 and 3 there are 1,257, between 3 and 4 there are 2,837, 
between 4 and 5, there are 6,707. The figures for higher ages are : 


Age. 

5—10 




No. of widows. 
85,037 

10—15 

, , 

, . 

, , 

232,147 

15—20 


. * 

, . 

396,172 

20—25 


. . 

* . 

742,820 

25—30 


. , 

. , 

.. 1,163,720 


Sir, it is stated in page 155 of the same Report that the large number of 
Indian widows is due partly to the early age of marriage, partly to the 
disparity in the ages of husbands and wives but chiefly to the prejudice 
against the remarriage of widows. The higher caste of Hindus forbid it 
altogether and as the custom is held to be a mark of social respectability, 
many of the more ambitious of the lower castes have adopted it by way of 
raising their social status. I ask, Sir, are these not ghastly revelations ? 
Are these not, things which the House would like to remedy to-day ? Such 
a large proportion of child mortality, such a large proportion of child 
widows, such a large proportion of female deaths brought about sometimes 
directly and sometimes indirectly by early marriages ? Sir, these census 
reports are very valuable documents. They supply information with 
regard to almost everything about, which we need them and here is a table 
that has been framed about early marriages. It is stated that in 1881, 
out of 1,000 males between the acres of 10 and 15, 843 were married ; in 
1891, 841 ; in 1901, 860 ; in 1911, 866 ,* and in 1921, 879. And between 
the ages of 15 and 20, in 1881 the number was 617 ; in 1891, 621 ; in 1901 
650 ; in 1911, 665 ; and in 1921, 687. Now we come to the females between 
the ages of 5 and 10 in every 1,000 females in the year 1891 there were 
as many as 874 married girls ; in 1901, 893 ; in 1911, 891 ; and in 1921, 
907. Again between 10 and 15 years tbeir numbers are as follows :—-In 
1881, 481 ; in 1891, 491 ; in 1901, 559 ; in 1911, 555 ; and in 1921, 601. 
The House will note that the tendency towards early marriages is 
generally on the increase, though the increase has not been very large. But 
in spite of the efforts of social reformers who want to kill the custom of 
early marriage ; in spite of the abolition of early marriage being advocated 
in the Press and on platforms by the various social and quasi-religious 
organisations, we see that we have not been able to kill this evil. It lias 
rather increased in spite of all our efforts during these decades than 
decreased. The practical effects of child marriage, ns I have stated before, 
arc twofold. First, it implies cohabitation at an immature age, some¬ 
times even before puberty, and practically always on the flrst signs of 
puberty, resulting in grave physical effects upon the girl and in' all the 
evils of premature child-birth ; and secondly, in the event of the husband 
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dy™£ the child wife is -in .the case of> cast.es in,which, the remarriage of 
Widow? is prohibited, left-a widow for life. I shall not take the time of 
the House by narrating 1 what Hindu ..'widowhood means; There .‘is/ no 
Hindu who does not know .it from practical experience in his household. 
It' is a life of agony, pains and suffering and'austerity. It. is' a life which 
has been inflicted not so much by .Providence,’ not so much by the Shastras. 
as ,°y social customs. I repeat, Sir, it is. not difficult to imagine wliat‘a 
childwidow in a Hindu household means.- Fancy,, mothers seeing the sight 
of widowed daughters day after day in a helpless fashion,- sharing their 
agony ! Shall it not break the heart of eveiybody who experiences it ? 

hlr, President : Is the Honourable Member going to move his amend¬ 
ment ? ’ ' ' * ' • 


Kumar Ganganand Sinha : I will refer to it later. I am going to 
move for a Select Committee, not for circulation, Sir,. I again "congratulate 
the Member in’charge of the Bill for bringing in this timely - measure, 
but I regret that I cannot agree with the details of the provisions of the 
Bill. I differ from him in regard to some of the particulars*.’ I am going 
to move that it be referred to a Select Committee and I hope that the 
Select Committee will go, into the details and make the necessary changes 
which will make the measure acceptable to this -House. . I will refer’ first 
to the question of validity which has been raised in , this Bill. It is 
against all the canons of Hindu law, and the Hindu Shastras, that a Hindu.' 
niarriage duly performed should be challenged by aiiy temporal authq/ 
riiy. The Hindu SMstras prescribe remarriage under certain- conditions 
and certain conditions ohiy ; but our society has come to a stage in which 
Oven that .is not possible. It is really inconceivable that a Hihdu 
marriage once celebrated according to the Shastras could lie-invalidated 
by any authority whatsoever. At present no one can-nullify a marriage 
once difly celebrated, even if the temporal authorities order it, because 
the society will never accept it, and in case of insistence there will be a 
great stir in the country which I do not think the House would like 
to cause. I then come to the question of age. So far as the age of 
females is concerned, I have nothing to say. It is just as it should be 
when we take into consideration the present day 'Hindu 
society as a whole. But so far as the age of- males is concerned I 
think the Bill ought to he amended a little. As a matter of fact in his 
Statement of Objects and Reasons the Member in charge of the Bill lias 
himself stated that according to the Brahmanas, the niost 'ancient and most 
authoritative book on Hindu law, the minimum marriageable age of' a 
man is 24 years and of a woman 16 year’s. Regarding, boys, lie states 
further that the Shastras do not enjoin marriage ai"a particular ag6. 
But be thinks that public opinion amongst/Hindus ^ould fix 18 "years 
as the minimum marriageable age for a boy. ’ Sir, my own opinion is 
that the minimum marriageable age of the boy should be fixed, at 
18-years. That is the age'of majority in most ’cases and’I do nqt like 
that a marriage should, be celebrated at a. time when a boy has hot 
attained the age of discretion! Below that/age physical , development 
n ycry early stage! and I am .afraid that a marriage if. celebrated 
before that age would be detrimental to his physical growth. Now, Sir/ 
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to do with our social or religious iiatbersV This piece oi legislation is 
Resigned, I,think, to help ( society. r and to.help the. formation of public 

anything which may give .the 
power, of interference to the: Government.. With some :such imperfec¬ 
tions removed, I think, the Bill will he acceptable to the House. 

' Sir, I move my amendment which is No. 3 on the agenda, namely, 
•that- the Bill be referred to k 'Select Committee'. 

, ,n. Sir x Eurshotamcihs Thakurdas (Indian,Merchants’ Chamber -. Indian 
Commerce) Sir, I rise to ,give my whole-hearted support to .the.motion 
before the House, .. As a rule, Sir, I. am opposed to .measures of social 
reform • by legislation... Whilst .we have had a number of figures put 
\before the House, giying details and statistics' regarding the number 
of child widows under the .age of 10 and so on, my Honourable friend 

• ?he;,Rai Sahib from; Ajmer-Merwara will admit that this .evil has been 

steadily decreasing .during the last say 30 years, even in his part of the 
fP.Wltry, Rajputana, yvhere I . am afraid it .can he said even amongst the 
middle and upper castes and classes child marriage is most prevalent at 
present. _ , , , 

The Honourable Member will admit however that the age at which 
12 Noon girls are offered in marriage has a decided ten- 

. ' , • dehey to increase. What I think the Hindu 

conscience clearly revolts against now— and when I say Hindu conscience 

• I mean, Sir, the consciences of all those who can think for themselves— 
is that any of those, cases which oeeur at present should at all ocein 
in the year of grace 1927. We feel that it is high time that this should 
be put. a .stop to, and I agree with the Honourable the Mover of tlie 
Bill thair it is necessary to bring legislation in in order effectively to put 
a stop to Child marriage or marriage of girls under 12. I do not wish 
t'ci go into the details of. how this custom of child r marriage came to b'e 
and has continued all these years, it may be a very interesting subject, 
but I am afraid it is quite unnecessary to take the House through the 
various stages through which we have gone down to offering t ,almost 
babies in marriage. I do not believe there can be a isingle Member 
in this House, or I venture to say a single thinking man in the,.Hindu 
society outside who deserves any consideration who would stand up and 
defend the marriage of a girl of four, five or even of ten years. But- 
.even the Honourable ., mover will, realize that, owing to superstition, 
somehow or other a certain section of the Hindu community—and it docs 
not go by caste but it goes by the extent to-which education may have 
reached that section or not-—a certain sectioh of the Hindu comnniuity 
do unfortunately mix this up with their religion. It is therefore necessary 
if .the..Honourable Moyer 's very laudable effort is to meet with success, 
that the House should act firmlj', as I admit they must and as I hope 
they eventually will ; hut let us move with cautious steps., I, Sir, yield 
to none in my efforts , to have child marriage stamped out from Hindu 
society. I am one of those who feel a humiliation, which 1 look upon 
as a great humiliation, when I am reminded that people who profess 
my creed and my religion have the heart to mar the happiness of their gills, 
knowing the dangers of child marriage. Bearing in mind the extent 
to \Vhich India is liable,,fp plague, cholera and .all tlm ether diseases, 
liphe ‘hut an unthinking;IHffdu ; father alone, or none, but a fanatic Hindu 
father alone can with a quiet*conscience offer -his girl in marriage at an 
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age which is an age of babyhood and of cliildlibod. We must however 
recognize facts as they are. I therefore would very much suggest to the 
Honourable Member to have a little patience and to agree to compara¬ 
tively slow and cautious steps being taken. All that I would ask him 
to insist upon is that whenever the step is taken, it should be a firm one. 
The Honourable Mover has said that several Indian States have intro¬ 
duced measures similar to the one which he has put before the House. 

I think it would be useful to this House, constituted as it is not only 
of Hindus but also of Muhammadans, Europeans and Parsis, who are 
all intent upon saving Hindus from this severe drawback, if it is realised 
that these various communities and their representatives in this House 
require to be satisfied that the real and correct religious feelings of 
the Hindu community are not in any way injured. (Hear, hear.) I am 
inclined to feel, Sir, that when the Bill comes to the stage of considera¬ 
tion clause by clause, it would be possible to prove on the floor of this 
House that anybody who mixes up. the correct Hindu religion in its 
purity with child marriage is either a person fit to be locked up in a 
lunatic asylum or one who has some vested interests connected with 
the continuance of child marriage ; but that stage, Sir, must be reached 
by the regular process. I therefore hope that whilst I am anxious to 
give my fullest support to the Bill at the stage at which it has now 
reached, the Honourable the Mover will not ‘ insist upon pushing it 
through this House to-day but will have patience and will see that,when 
the House does eventually act, it will act firmly and without any fear. 

I hope, Sir, that the Government, if they carry the motion which I see 
on the agenda paper, will also take every possible step to see that 
as little delay as possible takes place in getting the opinions of all 
whose opinions we should have, and let us hope that at the next winter 
Session in Delhi this Bill will emerge from this House as a measure 
satisfactory both to the House and to the thinking section of the Hindu 
public. Sir, I have great pleasure in supporting the motion. , . 

Mr. President : Is the Honourable the Home Member, going to move - 
his amendment ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Grerar (Home Member) : I move, Sir, that 
the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinions thereon. 

Mr. President, the zeal, the earnestness and the sincerity with which 
the Honourable the Mover has moved his motion have I think, been 
greatly appreciated by, and have left a deep impression upon, the House, 
and the impression is felt as much on this side of the House as among 
the Honourable gentlemen opposite. (Cheers.) No. one can deny, no 
one could be disposed to deny, that the evils and the many ramifications 
of the evils to which the Honourable gentleman referred constitute in 
themselves a great problem and one which demands a solution. So far as 
the Honourable Member’s Bill expresses the principle that one of the 
various means of approaching this problem should be by legislation of a 
Civil character, that is a principle with which I myself have a very large 
measure of sympathy. Everyone, I think, will agree that our best hopes 
for progress and for a remedy must lie in the progress of enlightenment, 
m the support of enlightened and educated public opinion in these matters, 
fma m the establishment of practices based upon public opinion. 
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(Cheers.) But 1 do not deny that a great responsibility rests upon the 
Legislature and upon the Government to dp all they can to promote the 
rapid development of public opinion on those lines. We have as a matter 
of fact undertaken penal legislation in the matter. A measure of penal 
legislation, which a,t any rate is to a certain extent germane to the ques¬ 
tion, will probably be before the House at a later stage to-day. The 
Honourable mover of this Bill has confined his attention to civil legislation, 
and I agree that the extent to which progress can be stimulated and to a 
certain extent aided by means of civil legislation is a question which merits 
very careful and very serious consideration. The Honourable Member 
stated that the Government of India have a great responsibility in this 
rnafter. I entirely concur. But one of the responsibilities and a very 
heavy one on the Government of India is to ensure that where measures 
undoubtedly impinge very deeply upon the religious ideas and the social 
customs of very considerable sections of the population, all legitimate 
interests and all legitimate opinion should be carefully, fully and fairly 
ascertain. Another part of the responsibility which rests upon the Gov¬ 
ernment of India is to see as far as in them lies that such measures as are 
proposed are really conducive to the ends to which they are directed. 
Now, Sir, I do not intend to go into the particular merits of this Bill. 
Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas in a powerful speech has just urged upon 
the House and upon Government to exercise caution in the matter. I 
confess that note of caution seemed to me to be a wise counsel. I think 
that before the House proceeds to consider this Bill in greater detail it 
ought to pass the motion which I move for further eliciting opinion there¬ 
on. Legislation, however well-intentioned, if it is hasty, is not likely in 
the end to promote the purpose for which it is intended. Legislation 
which is passed without due consideration may have consequences very 
remote from those which were intended. I am not opposed to the main 
principle of the Honourable Member’s Bill on its merits, but I do appeal 
to the House to show that spirit of caution which is enjoined by Sir 
Purshotamdas Thajturdas. I ask the House to agree that this motion for 
the purpose of further eliciting opinion upon the Bill be passed. 

Lala Lajpat Rai’ (jullundur Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I 
really have no patience with those people who always want to proceed 
slowly and cautiously in matters of such vital importance for the well 
being of the community as the measure under consideration is. The voice 
against child marriages was raised in this country by a Hindu of very 
great pre-eminence whose name is honoured all over the country, by all 
sections of the Hindu community, I mean Raja Ram Mohan Roy, as early 
as 1830. He and his co-workers thought that the spread of education in 
this country would be so rapid and the conscience and intelligence of the 
community would be roused in such a short time that he and his colleagues 
would live to see the actual carrying out of this reform. But a foreign 
government has retarded the intellectual and social progress of this country 
by its very dilatory methods and by its slow and cautious measures~ 
political, economic and social. If you study the Shastras and the Smritis. 
you will find, that the Hindus have always been changing their social laws 
according to the needs of the times, having had the power to do it bv 
enacting legislation. Social reform is no easy task in any country ; it 
has not been easy in any age. Even in western countries, where education 
has filtered down to the masses and where bombastic claims are being made 
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of enlightenment and purity of life, social'reform is not an easy taslr; 
But social reform in a country like India which is governed by a foreign 
nation, a foreign power arid a foreign race, is mu6h more difficult ; arid 
even the recognition.’ bf a primary thing like this, takes so much time; arid 
is always opposed by dilatory methods pfdeeedirig either from the Govern¬ 
ment'or .from those who bring in religion iri every Measure, conceivable Or 
inconceivable. Sir, I do pretend to have some knowledge of the Hindu’ 
religion; In my Opinion such customs arid mariner's have their origin,' 
not in religion', but in certain political and 'economic causes, which bring 
about a change in the minds of the people whb observe these customs arid 
manners. Religion has nothing to do with it; and I 'emphatically repudiate 
the idea that the Hindu religion enjoiris on anybody Marriages of 
infants arid children as have been going on in the immediate past rind ris 
are even now being celebrated iri the name of religion. I beg to point out;. 
Sir, that public opinion on this -question, has been sufficiently educated! 
At no time and at ho stage will there be a lack of people who will oppose- 
a-measure of this kind in the nainfe of religion. As long as legislative 
effect is not given to the desires of those ri’llo want this reform the opposi¬ 
tion will go on. The qu’estibn is siinply this : Is the pleasure a right one 
or not ? If it is a right one, it ought to be accepted by the Legislature : 
if it is a wrong one; it ought to be rejected. So far as the GoVerriirienl’s 
attitude is concerned, they say that we should proceed, cautiously arid-that 
the opinions of the people concerned should be .obtained,' so that there 
might be no infringement of their'religious susceptibilities. I might point 
out that Government have riot kept that principle’ invariably in view. The 
Government at least should not have the face to say that they care .very 
much for public opinion in this country. Do they care for it in -other 
matters ? Certainly riot. Public opinion has very often been expressed 
very strongly arid Clearly ; but the Government have siinply trodden over 
it., disregarded it arid followed their own inclinations. The easiest methdd 
of ascertaining public opinion in this matter is that this measure which 
affects the Hindu coriimunity should be left to the Hindu Meinbers bf this 
Assembly ; let them decide among themselves.as.to what should be done. 
The Government should not interfere. There are representatives of 
orthodox Hindu opinion here who have come from different parts of , the 
country and there are representatives of those classes also who may be 
called heretics and who are reformers ; there dre representatives of all 
classes. It. is for them to decide upon legislation in th'is._ ; matter. The 
easiest way to ascertain public opinion arid to find out .whether the com¬ 
munity is in favour of or against the measure, is to leave it entirely to their 
representatives here. But when the Governm'erit interferes, I submit, it 
takes a great responsibility and it lays itself open to those, charges of mixed 
motives which have been levelled against it hy such clear-headed people 
as the editor of the Modern Review ; he is not given to bluffing ; he is riot 
given to exaggerating and he always expresses very balanced opinions on 
questions social, political, and economic., (An . Honourable, Member : 
“ Moderate.”) The feeling is very strong on this side of the House against 
the suggestion of the Home .Member that more trine is required for eliciting 
information in regard ter this matter. But, even ..assuming-that there is 
need for it. ; the motion bf my friend, Kumar Gangdnand Sinha, give's that 
^ V.°q simply' circulate this Bill for opinion jnow, it will not 
e np for consideration soon because eliciting public' opinion is a huge 
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task. Some people "will express and some will not express any opinion 
and the Government may not feel satisfied. I do not think my friend, Sir 
Fnrshotamdas Thakurdas is, quite justified in saying that if this Bill were 
circulated for eliciting public opinion we would have an opportunity of 
finishing this legislation in the next winter Session. I do not think that is 
possible. But even if there are some people who are very anxious that the 
measure should not be proceeded with at once and that it requires closer 
examination in certain details their desire will be fulfilled by a reference 
to a Select Committee. It will give ample time to people who desire to 
express their opinion to do so. The measure has been before the House 
for several months now ; it has been discussed and commented ,on in the 
papers already and people have expressed their opinion in the public Press. 
It is not as if it is sprung as a surprise to-day or on a few days’ notice ; 
it has been practically on the anvil for several months now ; therefore there 
has been sufficient opportunity for public opinion to express itself •, and 
if any further opportunity is required, the proposal of my Honourable 
friend, Kumar Ganganand Sinha, affords that opportunity. Reference to 
a Select Committee means that the Select Committee will meet, it will dis¬ 
cuss and consider all the opinions submitted to it in a definite time and 
make its Report. The Report cannot be submitted in this Session, but 
it may be submitted in the beginning of the next Session. It will thus 
gi\e us an opportunity to accept or reject this measure as may be decided 
upon by the majority of votes within a definite time. But, Sir. the 
acceptance of the proposal made by the Honourable the Home Member that 
the Bill should be circulated for public opinion will mean practically 
shelving the measure. I therefore strongly oppose the motion, and would 
ask the Hindu Members and other Members also who claim to be enlightened 
and broad-minded, not to vote for this amendment, but to accept the amend¬ 
ment proposed by Kumar Ganganand Sinlia. At this stage 1 do not want 
to make any very lengthy comments on this measure, but I want to say 
one thing. If I had my way, I -would raise the marriageable age of girh- 
to at least 16 years. I would not he content with 11 or 12 years. I know 
that even in the most advanced countries of the world, the marriageable 
age of girls is not fixed, and I also know that even in India the early 
mnrriages are confined mostly to what are known in the Hindu commun'dy 
as the “ higher castes It is not such a widespread evil as some people 
think ; but even for those limited classes and for the general political 
progress of the country, the question is of the most vital importance and 
should be taken in hand as soon as possible. The Honourable Member has 
been very cautious, in fixing the marriageable age at 12. I am very sorry 
,to say that even such a cautious measure is not acceptable to certain Mem¬ 
bers of the nouse and they still want to proceed slowly and cautiously. 
After eliciting public opinion, the Bill may or may not come up ■within any 
measurable distance of time. Sir, this measure being a very moderate one. 
the Government ought not to shelve it by insisting on their amendment to 
circulate the Bill for eliciting public opinion. I would ask the independent 
Members of the House to vote for the motion that it be referred to a Select 
Committee. 

I will only add one word, and it is this. When I am supporting this 
motion, I should not be considered to admit that in India we have an extra 
dose of sin in our men and women in social matters. I do not want to go 
into details. Sir, all communities in the world are victims of social abuses. 
We have certain classes of bad customs, while others Have got certain others. 
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This is not the occasion.for me to go into them/;but-1 do not thinlc -that 
anybody can point his finger, and say that we in India : have got the-greatest • 
dose of sin in the world in the matter of had social customs, social manners • 
or morality. I do not defend the practice of child marriage, Sir, in any ¬ 
way or in any shape or by any explanation. It is simply indefensible. 1 It 1 
cannot possibly be defended on any grounds, but-at the same time I do- 
not want it to be understood that we are, as I have already'said,- for-that 
reason immoral people or even an. unmoral people. • I say, Sir, that we ■ 
arc victims of our social customs, as some other people are -victims of their 
own social customs. We want to progress, and I am perfectly certain 
that this evil custom would have been simply stamped out of India if wo 
had the legislative powers in our hands, earlier. In : all these matter? of - 
social reform, a certain amount of coercion has to be used, success can be 
achieved only when the leaders of the community sit together in a Le'gisla-', 
ture and decide to exercise a certain amount of coercion in .bringing about. • 
the necessary reform. But, Sir, we have been powerless in the past ; we 
are powerless even now. Even if this measure.is passed, some people will 1 
memorialise the Viceroy to veto it. Therefore,-I would appeal to the'- 
Government Members not to throw in their weight in favour of shelving 
this measure, because it is of very great importance to; the people- of • 
India. I am glad that in spite of this debate being misinterpreted in .various ■ 
ways by the enemies of political progress and of our political aspirations, 
in India or outside, we are staunch in the matter of pushing .forward social . 
-reform, whatever may be the interpretation that may be put upon oar / 
speeches, methods or measures. We are . determined, Sir, that the evil 
customs prevailing in our country, which are eating into the vitals, of the 
nation and which stand in the way of our general and political progress, 
should be entirely stamped out. Sir, I am confidently able to say that, 
the Hindu community as a whole has begun to realise the evils of child 
marriage and they Avant to get rid of it. But, there are always some people 
who are opposed to change and who are conservative-to an extraordinary 
degree. They may be actuated by the best of motives, but they arc the 
enemies of progress and their A’oice is not entitled to much Aveight. It is 
enough to folloAv the enlightened public opinion of the country. There¬ 
fore. I commend the motion made by my friend Kumar Ganganand Sinha 
for the acceptance of this House and not the one made by the Honourable 
the Home Member. 

Mr. W. A. Cosgrave (Assam : Nominated Official) : Sir, I rise to 
support the amendment moved by the Honourable the Home Member, 
that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon. T haA’e 
Just listened Avith great interest to the speech delh r ered by my Honour¬ 
able friend Lala Lajpat Rai, and I must say that I haA 7 e hardly oA'er 
heard a more romancing speech in fa a - our of t.lie amendment that, the - 
Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon. 

The first point I Avould mention is that my Honourable friend Lala 
Lajpat Rai said that he would like to raise the age,of marriage to 16, 
while under clause 3 of this Bill, the proposed age is 12. • If Honourable 
Members Avill read the amendments tabled on this list, they will see that there 
'?> r ° uumy different proposals ns to vhnl the age should be-under clauses - 
tvV - ; Personally speaking, I think that many.of us are of the opinion 
m ....as, far ns ./possible, thq - age of,marriage ■ ought to coincide Avith -the 
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age of consent. But in view of the fact that my Honourable friend Lala 
Lajpat’Rai thinks that the age should be'raised'to 16, and tliat other 
Honourable gentlemen have tabled .amendments proposing other ages, 
I think' that it is ’a very cogent argument in support of the fact that this 
Bill”'should be circulated for eliciting" public opinion. I really owe an 
apology to the House for speaking on tips Bill, because I agree in many 
ways for‘once at any rate at. least with my Honourable friend Lala'Lajp'at 
Rai when he says that this is primarily a matter for Hindus to decide. 
And I think there is also another reason why the Bill should be circula¬ 
ted. How many Hindus are' there in India 1 This is a Bill which will 
affect more than two hundred millions of people. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : 
Is not this House representative of the Hindus ? 

An Honourable Member : Not entirely. 

Mr. W. A. Cosgrave : There are very good representatives of the 
Hindus on the other side, 1 quite admit, but T think that a Bill which 
affects the social and religious, if I may say so, customs of more than 
two hundred millions of people should be circulated for opinion. I am 
speaking as.a private Member, and I think that it might be possible that, 
if this Bill is circulated, some sort of undertaking might be given that it 
would come up for consideration again at a definite period. It is 
not for me but it is for the Honourable the Home Member to say 
as to whether this Bill will come up again at the Delhi Session or 
at the next Simla Session. But speaking as a Government officer 
who has spent 24 years in this country and who is very keen on 
every sort of social reform, I personally am entirely in favour of 
having some sort of Iuav on the subject. I agree with my Honour¬ 
able friend, Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, that social reform should 
as a rule' be, accomplished without legislation. But in these cases we 
seem to be able to .do very little without some sort of legislation. Judging by 
the numerous Bills and Acts introduced by my friend, Sir Hari Singh 
Gour, it is almost impossible to get social reform without some form of 
legislation. 

Another great defect, as far as I can see. in the present Bill—and 
in this matter I am speaking as a Government officer who is keen on social 
reform--is that there is no penalty provided in the Bill and that the only 
notion left to the District Magistrate, who is supposed to be a sort of maid 
of all works m these social mailers and other things, is to accept the 
affidavit which may be true or may be untrue. Well, Sir, T do not 
agree with my Honourable friend Kumar Gnnganand Sinha that the 
Bill should be referred to a Select Committee at the present time. J hope 
it will come to a Select Committee later on, because personally I have, 
the greatest sympathy with my Honourable friend Rai Sahib Harbilas 
Sarda in the motives which have led him to introduce his Bill. I notice 
that my Honourable friend Kumar Ganganand Sinha has as much dis¬ 
like as T have for clause 6 of the Bill. And personally I think one ob¬ 
jection to clause 6 of the Bill as it stands at present is that it is a loop¬ 
hole Eor all sorts of evasions of the Bill. 1 think. Sir, 1 have shown that 
there are many points in this Bill which require consideration by the 
country at large before the Bill goes .to a Select Committee. T personally 
would have great sympathy with the Honourable gentlemen on the other 
side if they said that they did not want to have a District Magistrate 
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interfering with Hindu marriages, and personally I think clause 6 will 
be practically either a dead letter or else it will give a convenient loop¬ 
hole for the evasion of the spirit of the. Bill moved by my Honourable 
friend Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda. And, .Sir, I personally, as an’ apostle, 
if 1 may say so, of laisscz faire, like to interfere with people’s social 
customs as little as possible ; I like to see people, happy and contented, 
I don't like interference with my social customs and don’t like to inter¬ 
fere with other people’s social customs, and I think, Sir, this clause 6 is 
open, as the Honourable Kumar Ganganand said, to very serious objec¬ 
tions. I think that this is a question that I can quite understand public 
bodies and other people who are consulted saying tliat they would rather 
have this clause omitted. And, Sir, I can also imagine that there are 
certain people who might possibly object to the definition of “ Hindu ” 
in clause 2. There are of course all sorts of Hindus but there are some 
people who might say that the term Hindus cannot include Brahmos as 
well as Buddhists. .For all these reasons, Sir, the reasons that I have 
given that: there is a great division of opinion as to what the age should- 
be in this Bill, that there is a division of opinion as to what interference 
there should be by the district authorities as regards granting licenses 
on the basis of an affidavit or as to whether there should be a penalty in 
this Bill for disobedience to its clauses, for all these reasons, I consider 
that there is a ver.y strong case for referring, this Bill for the elicitation 
of opinion. ’ I hope speaking again as an officer keen on social reform, 
I personally hope that the Bill in some form or other becomes law within 
a very short time. I do not want it to be considered that in any way 
I am unsympathetic to this great cause of social reform of which I think 
my Honourable friend Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda is a very worthy cham¬ 
pion. 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : Sir, 
I rise to support the motion made by my Honourable friend Kumar 
Ganganand Sinha and to oppose the one made by the Honourable the 
Home Member. I have listened very carefully to the speech of the 
Honourable the Home Member and I must say, in absolute frankness, 
that occasions like these in my opinion are the only test which show 
whether our Government is national in temper. We are often told, Sir, 
that the justification for a foreign government to be in this country and 
to, he at the helm of affairs is that, although for political reasons it is 
for a time foreign in personnel, it is growing increasingly national in 
temperament. Often that claim is made before us as a justification for 
the anomaly of a preponderance of Englishmen on the Government 
Benches. But, vdien occasions like these come, Sir, the real weakness 
of the British Government as in sole control of this country, becomes 
apparent. I want the Englishmen on the opposite Benches to take up 
a proper attitude on such questions. I can quite understand, * Sir, that 
dealing with questions of this complexity, as they must appear to 
Englishmen, their attitude would he as follows :—“ I will not apply 
my own mind to this question to see whether the remedy wanted . is 
right or wrong : I am told by certain sections of Hindus that it concerns 
then- religion : that gives me a fright : I will not touch the matter ; 
let it go ”. That attitude, Sir, is the attitude of ignorance and timidity. 
A more natural attitude, if I may presume to speak for the benefit of my 
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English friends opposite, would be this. Let them judge this question 
from their inherent notions of right and wrong. Having judged all such 
questions as enlightened individuals and come to a determination that 
the matter is inherently right, then as forming the Government they are 
entitled to look for a certain measure of support from the enlightened 
sections of the community. We can never get, on any question of social 
reform, the whole of the country to agree. The Government are entitled 
to ask themselves after having decided that a Bill is a right measure, 
whether the enlightened sections of the community give their support 
to it. In every community there are enlightened and unenlightened 
sections and the enlightened section ax hypothesi is always a minority. 
I say the Government are entitled to seek for this measure of support for 
any social legislation. I am prepared to concede their claim that the 
enlightened section of the community should be with them. This is the 
only question to which the Government in such matters have to address 
themselves. This is the “ Caution ” of which the Honourable the Home 
Member has tallied so much. He requires the ascertainment of public 
opinion. For what, may I ask ? Is it for the elicitation of the obvious 
truth that the proper place for a child below 12 is the nursery and not the 
marriage bed ? Is he going to ascertain public opinion on this important 
question—that such a child should, for its proper up-bringing be in the 
nursery or the play ground and not in the marital chamber ? Does he 
want to ascertain public opinion on this obvious question ? The Honour¬ 
able the Home Member has a daughter, I suppose. I hope she is less than 
12. If so, he can understand the force of my remarks. I am surprised 
at this frequent reteration of caution, Sir, caution, yes. Caution that 
the light, measure is before the House. Caution, that the advanced and 
enlightened section of India supports it. But caution, in this that we 
want on sueli a plain question to ascertain Hindu opinion, representatives 
of which opinion are gathered on this side except for a few ! When the 
social fabric is on fire, we are asked to have “ caution ”, to find out 
whether public opinion demands that the fire should be put out. Caution: 
for what ? That a child below 12 should play and grow instead of being 
married. Surely, he is an Englishman and he understands. I therefore 
think. Sir, that this advice of caution is absolutely misplaced in this case. 
Did Government consult public opinion when Mr. Macworth Young stated 
to this House the other day that after 12 years of service they would give 
young English I. M. S. men a gratuity of Rs. 37,000 ? Was public opinion 
consulted on that question ? Did Government consult public opinion when 
sticli temporary English officers brought to this country, after six years of 
service, were given a gratuity of Us. 12,000 ? 

Mr. G. M. Young (Army Secretary) : The gratuity in question is 
given to Indians as well as Englishmen. 

Mix M. R. Jayakar : My point is did Government consult public 
opinion ? “ Caution ” comes only where questions of India's national 

welfare are concerned. I do not want to he misunderstood. I understand 
the difficulties of a foreign Government. I am prepared to sympathise with 
them up to a certain point. But when they take their shelter under the 
advice of “ caution ” on questions which are only too obvious to the 
mind of any sensible man, I lose patience. The difficulty is, as I said 
before, the Englishman refuses to apply his mind to this question as he 
would in his own country. He is simply frightened by the attitude of the 
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orthodox, which in every country must be opposed to social ^reform. It,is 
here .that my complaint against the, British .Government comes .in ; not 
against their caution, but against the overdose of such caution. I agree, 
Sir, with the view of my Honourable friend Lala Lajpat, ,Rai, that public 
opinion has long been agitated over, this question.. Since what .time ? 
Long before some of us were born, and perhaps long,before the parents of 
some of us were born. Since 1831 or thereabouts this question lias been 
agitated, nearly 80 or 90 years ago, and yet the Honourable the, (Home 
Member gets up and says, “We want to ascertain public opinion ”, after 
,80 years, to find out what is the proper environment for a child below. 12 
years. I can assure my Honourable friends opposite that' when Swaraj 
comes—which seems to ,be doubtful under the present clouds—we would 
pass measures of this description in the very first sitting of our Legislature. 

I can assure my .Honourable friends it would not take 10 minutes to pass 
such a measure if we were sitting on the Benches opposite under our’ own 
Government. (Laughter.) All the three readings will be gone through 
in the course of one day, perhaps in the course of a morning. (Mr. D. Y. 
liclvi : “ Question ”.) There may be some Bel vis even then. They, are 
bound to be in any generation, but they will be in a most solitary minority.' 
They may have a significance here befpre a timid Government. They will 
have no significance before a national Government that ’ knows its own 
iuind as to what .the country needs. Their importance is heightened by 
.the timidity of a foreign Government, .if I may say so. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : They are 
Pandits arid Gurus. ‘ ' 

,Mr. M. R. .Jayakar : My Honourable friend Mr. Das says, “ They 
are Pandits and .Gurus ”. But unfortunately Mr. Belvi is in neither of 
.these categories. My Honourable friend Sir. Purshotamdas Thakurdas 
also took .the contagion and spoke of caution. I was surprised to hear 
,fhaQ gospel preached, by a person wiio always showed the courage of 
writing dissenting minutes and minority reports on Commissions. 
(Laughter.) Caution in social matters up to a certain point is good. 
Caution beyond that point is really misplaced caution. (Lain Lajpat 
Jtiii : “ A. crime ”.) 

Another thing which T should like to ask the Honourable Benches 
opposite is, do they really think that social reform could ever be had with¬ 
out some coercion 9 If so, they are mistaken. A'certain amount of 
coercion is absolutely necessary. All Governments exercise this coercion. 
The British have done it in India. Their Government was less timid years 
ago when its conscience was touched—in 1872, 1864, 1863 and 1859— 
and important messages of social advancement were pi - eached to 
this country through British Indian legislation. I am surprised how those 
Governments could be more courageous than the present Government. 
They had not then the benefit of so many representatives of the people 
on the other side to advise them. May I ask the Englishmen opposite 
•when you suppressed sutfee, when you did away with'all -the disqualifica¬ 
tions due to change of religion, when you dealt with crimes which were 
practised in the name of religion, when you dealt with all the disabilities 
rrlnvi h ere . regarded as of the essence of the Hindu religion—that 

ous renaissance of British legislation which went on for 25 or 30 
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•years, but which unfortunately absolutely ended with 'the'Morley-Miuto 
■'•'reforlhs, did you "riot take yihir {io’urage into your' hands : Govern- 
ntfents'were hot so timid in' tlibse days. ’ Eoolc at'the'speeches which were 
' made by Government Members ‘on those' occasions—names which have 
stood'as beacon lights in the ! Annals of'British social legislation. I have 
no’time to go into those speeches. We thiiik that this measure is rij^ht 
<! and we supported it in that belief by the enlightened opinion in this 
country. That is enough for our purpose. We proceed on, taking the 

• Veonsequenees. This is the right attitude for my friends opposite. Unless the 

Government ’show 'courage, no progress’’can 1 be made. They show this 
courage in other pieces of legislation which affect the political affairs' of 
' the country. Take for example, the Reserve Bank of India Bill. IIow did 
'-‘Sif'Basil Blackett take his eburage’into his hand and defy the Legislature ? 
He did not say, “ Let us circulate for ‘ascertaining public opinion whether 
I am right in my view. ’ ’ That Is because-in such- measures the Englishman 

• applies his mind to the rights and’ the merits of the particular case. 
In questions like the present he refuses to do that. He is simply 
frightened by the orthodox in this country. I .submit, Sir, that that is 
not the proper attitude. The Bill is a very cautious Bill. If I had my 
own way, I would do away with clause 6 entirely, and I do hope when the 

’ ‘Bill goes to the Select" Committee, it "Will be‘ l dPiie away with. 'Govern¬ 
ment have the further assurance that in places like Baroda, Mysore, 
etc., where Swaraj obtains within certain limits, on pseudo-Swaraj 
obtains, whichever way one might take it, such measures have been 
passed. I may mention for the edification of my friends opposite that 

• in Baroda-this measure was passed long ago. and a section like section 6 
stood in the Act providing loopholes. The State found that these 

- loopholes nearly overran the provisions of the Bill, and a Commission 
has been appointed—I am stating my- impression—a Commission lias 
been 1 appointed for tbe purpose of finding o.ut ways and means by which 
these exceptions may be done away with. This is in backward Baroda 
and yet we are told in 1927, on the 15th of September, that the civilized 
British Government must want further elucidation of public opinion, 
further:.proof that public opinion wants such a measure. "When more 
backward States have gone further and have progressed upon such a 
measure in a more drastic manner, this Government stands by in doubt 
and caution,'I want the Government MembeVs to consider fliis‘question 
Very -carefully. In the minds of people like invself, their present atti¬ 
tude-will determine very largely the esteem and trust in which we re¬ 
gard- this Government and its personnel. As I said in the beginning ‘of 
my speech, these occasions are the test, whether this foreign Govcm- 

• ment can ever become national even in temper. The only safety of this 
foreign Government is to make itself more and more representative of 
enlightened national sentiment when questions like this come before the 
•House. Personally speaking. I agree with Lain Lajpat Rai that the age 
should he I'aised to 18 (An Honourable Member : “ 16 ”) to 16. and 18 in 
the case of boys. The amendment is there. I read the other day'some¬ 
where—unfortunately I have lost the cutting—that the average height 
of the English girl during the last few yaers has grown from 'five to six 
feet. My Honourable friends opposite must have read this. I may 
admit that we do not see mauy specimens of that description up here 
•in Simla. "What T am stating appeared in public print, and’I am sur¬ 
prised that the height of the English girl should have <rone up so much 
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during a few years, I tliink it is 6 feet, I am merely quoting from 
memory. (An Honourabel Member : “ 6 feet”)- If that is so, surely 
the Englishman is aware that here the average height of Indian girls is 
about 4^ feet. We are here making a feeble attempt to. raise it to 6 feet. 
Does he want to consider whether it is necessary for the benefit of the 
Indian girl that she should rise to that height by proper training and 
environment ? Is that what he wants to ascertain public opinion on ? 
And is he going to be frightened because certain men, certain orthodox 
men like my Honourable friend, Mr. Belvi, arei opposed to this healthy 
measure ? Will he be frightened by such men in his own country ? 
(An Honourable Member : “ No.”) No, because there he will judge the 
measure on its merits and tell his friends, like my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Belvi, “ You are out of date, four generations behind time.”. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar (Madras ceded districts and Cliittoor : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) .* Would you like to imprison girls who are 
under 5 feet ? 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar : I do not know what my Honourable friend 
wants to know. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : If a girl does not grow above 5 feet, 
will you put her in prison ? 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar : My Honourable friend has not followed the 
trend of my argument at all. I say the measure is ultimately calculated 
to give the Indian girl greater strength and better health than she has 
now. If my Honourable friend was not able to follow my argument; 
I am very sorry for him. T am sure the Government Benches see the 
point and agree with me. Let Government, on a matter of this descrip¬ 
tion not issue any mandate at all. Let it leave every Englishman free 
to vole as he thinks. I am sure that in questions of this character the 
Englishman has a conscience. Don’t warp it by any mandate. Let 
every Englishman be free to vote and I have no doubt that when he 
knows the real significance of this measure, he will hot be opposed to 
a measure by which we are making an attempt that our girls should rise 
to the same height and strength as the girls in his own country. 

(Some Honourable Members moved that the question be put.) 

Mr. D. V. Belvi (Bombay Southern Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, I am very thankful to you for giving me an opportunity 
to reply in my feeble way to the arguments advanced by such .stalwarts 
as my esteemed friends, Lala Lajpat Rai and Mr. Jayakar. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : Put high 
heels or your shoes. 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : Before I advance my arguments, I have to make a 
request through you, Sir, to my Honourable friend, Mr. Ahmed, v r ho 
has no locus standi in the consideration of this question, who is not a 
Hindu in the first place, and who is..... 

An Honourable Member : He is an Indian. 

(At this stage there were several interruptions.) 

„ H. V. Belyi : Interruptions like these only show the unfitness of 
; -Honourable friends to consider questions of this importance. I besr 
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to state that I yield to none in my zeal for social reform. I am a social 
reformer myself in my own way, and I beg to tell my Honourable friends 
■who are posing here as social reformers, that I have got more daughters 
than one,,and three of them were married after they had completed 
their 14th year. I am a believer in social reform, but I do not want to 
promote social reform through the medium of the Legislature. 

Mr. B. Das : Why not ? 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : My Honourable friend, Mr. Das, says that I should 
give him a reply as to why it should not be done. For the simple 
reason that we are a nation at different stages of civilisation. There 
are people of different castes, different creeds, who occupy different 
strata of education. That is one reason. Another reason is that this 
Bill strikes at the very root of the family law of the Hindus. Does the 
House understand the implications which are to be found in the bosom 
of this tiny Bill ? What is the notion of a Hindu as regards marriage ? 
Is marriage a sacrament, or is it only a contract among Hindus ? Is it 
a thing which can be set aside at pleasure ? Is that the notion of Hindus > 
I do not care for those Hindus who have gone to England, and who 
have eaten beef and meat. No doubt I have great respect for them, and 
for my Honourable friends, Lala, Lajpat Rai and Mr. Jayakar, who are 
highly educated and who have travelled much. But we have to realise 
that the large bulk of the people of this country are orthodox. We have 
to legislate for those people. Some of my Honourable friends are malting 
a good deal of noise here. It reminds me of what I read in my college 
days from one of the books of Edmund Burke. He says : 

“ Because lnlf a dozen grasshoppers under a fern make the field ring with their 
importunate chink, whilst, thousands of great cattle, reposed beneath the shadow of 
the British oak, chow the end and are silent, pray do not imagine that those who make 
the'noise are the onlv inhabitants of the field ; that of course they are many in num¬ 
ber ; or that, after all, they are other than the little, shrivelled, meagre, hopping, 
though loud and troublesome insects of the hour.” 


My Honourable friend, Lala Lajpat Rai has told us that the Hindu 
law rightly read, nowhere lays down the principle of early marriages. 
It is quite ‘possible to find, after making a long research into our anti¬ 
quities authorities for the position which he has advanced here. It I 
were a member of the Arya Samaj as my Honourable friend is or a 
member of the Brahmo Samaj of which the founder was Baja Ram Moliun 
Bov I would have verv willingly agreed with my Honourable iriend, 
Laia Lajpat Bai ; but unfortunately for me and the large mass of the 
tieoule who happen to be still orthodox Hindus, it is not the laws that 
are laid down in the Vedas that we are following. We must be taken 
as we are We have got a certain set of tenets, a certain set of beliefs 
and customs. These must be respected, and. the laws which you frame 
here must he suited to those customs and beliefs. Those customs may be 
wroim in their origin, but after all, you cannot put (hem down in a mo- 
meiitr If vou take only the pristine purity of the Vedic religion, all 
that is advocated by my Honourable friends. Lala Lajpat Bai and Mr. 
Jnvakar, mav he true, but we have to take the largo bulk of the Hindu 
nomilation as it now stands. You cannot afford to wound their feelings. 
Their feelings may be wrong, their customs may lie bad, but you cannot 
root them out all of a sudden. My Honourable friend, Mr. Jayakar 
waxed eloquent and said that if he and his friends were on the opposite 
benches, a piece of legislation like this would have been passed m ten 
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minutes. . I may. assure liim that if he were to make a public declaration 
.like that;.lie and his friends would be(the-last to be returned to the 
Legislative . Assembly. ( Some Honourable ‘Members : ' ‘ Oh ! ”) I 'Hal- 

lenge you. . .If you go-back to the country !and/eontest ( tke elections on this 
issue and get returned to the Assembly, I shall be. the - -first to favour a piece 
of legislation like this. (An Honourable Member : “We will all come 
• back.’’) You are always onithe top-note, talking in hyperbolic language, 
; ,and you do,not want to consider the‘feelings of the millions of people who 
... are outside this House. We are told that the house is on fire. It is not on 
fire, but if .you were to pass a piece-of legislation like this, you would be 
setting the house on fire. Do you know that “there is a la,rge magazine 
. of gunpowder . outside this Legislative Assembly, and do you mean to 
throw into it a lighted match ? You cannot.do it with impunity. My 
•Honourable friend says that enlightened public opinion is with Govern¬ 
ment. Are we to suppose‘that this enlightenment is-confined to the four 
walls of this Legislative Assembly 1 (An Honourable'’Meniber : “ Ques¬ 
tion.”) Are we to suppose that there are no people, outside who can 
lay claim to enlightenment and whose opinions should be heeded ? Are 
..we to suppose-that there is a monopoly of enlightenment and intelligence 
centred in this Assembly ? I refuse to yield to any proposition of that 
kind. 

Mr. .M. K-.Acharya (South Areot cum Chingleput : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : It is the monopoly only of the front -benches. 

,;Mr. ,D. V.fBelvi : My Honourable friend, Mr. Jayakar, has twitted 
the (Government with saying that it always does not choose to consult- 
->public opinion. That charge is not infrequently true, but there-are 
things and things. . When you interfere with ’ the -customs and the 
religious beliefs of a community, you are bound'to be much' more cau¬ 
tious than when you are dealing with a question-of-taxation or-matters 
of that kipd. 

So far as the British Government is concerned, lit is bound byi a 
'Solemn document the Proclamation of 1858, .'and 
P ' M ‘ here for the benefit of my-friends I will, quote one 

, passage.from it. .You.know it but you very-often forget it and it is 1 better 
that 3 r our memories ,are. refreshed. It reads thus : 

“ We do strictly charge and enjoin all those who may be in authority under us 
that they abstain from all interference with the religious beliefs or worship -of olir 
subjects on. pain of-our highest displeasure. ’ ’ 

That is the charter that was granted to us by- Her Gracious Majesty 
-.Queen .Victoria in 1858. You are now here trying' to legislate upon 
-questions of social reform and you wish to make our marriages merely 
contracts. Make it a contract if you like which can endure only for a 
certain number of years. Let a man be married to a woman only for 
three months and let the marriage he dissolved. That is not the idea 
of a Hindu marriage. I know personally that in my part of the country 
social reform- is going ahead by leaps and bounds. I can give you the 
instance of a Brahman chief in my part of the country who married an 
educated-lady of the age of 18. He married her openly and publicly. 
There are many of us who have celebrated the marriages of our 
. daughters and our sisters after they completed their 16th year. My 
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friends here have no right to say;,that orthodox,people-should he coerced 
into accepting your view of social reform. 

Sir^ari Singh Gour .(Central ,Proyinces. .Hindi -Divisions : - Non- 
Muh ammaaan) : Why ,should you coerce ; the ..woman ? 

Ml’. D. V. Belvi : If any woman is not willing to be married, she 
should not he coerced, but I do not want to have in India a good many 
maiden aunts. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas,«Sarda : ,But you have thousands of child 
widows. 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : I do not want to have a good many maiden aunts 
like ‘Betsy Frotwood, a loveable character of whom we read in Dickens" 
David Copperfield. Our idea is 'that every Hindu gii’l must be married. 
That is a sacrament. My Honourable friends must appreciate the general 
belief in the country. It is better for them to go out of India or ,tc. 
occupy a particular part of India exclusively and then.legislate for thepi 
in any way they like on social matters. 

I have very great pleasure in supporting the .motion made by the 
Honourable the Home Member. It is very rarely that I find myself in 
agreement with Members on the opposite benches, but-there are occasions 
and occasions. (An Honourable Member : “You are a -Swarajist.”) 
Zes, I am a Swarajist in my ,own way. If Swaraj is -granted. I shall 
be the last man to force on the people any measure against their will. 
Then, .much was said about the abolition of sail. I really wonder why 
infanticide was not brought in. But those matters are on a different 
footing altogether from the question which is on the legislative anvil. 
Marriage is not the same thing among Hindus as consummation. They 
are two different things. Our idea of .marriage is a religious sacrament. 
Marriage may take place but consummation may not take place for a 
numbpr ,of years. Our idea is that when a boy is married to a girl or 
when a young man is married to a young woman the tie is indissoluble. 
It is .only death that, can part the couple. Much was said about so 
many Hindu widows of a certain age. Mr. President, I decline to go 
into this forest of figures which can be made to prove anything. It is 
very easy to enter into a maze of figures but it. is not so easy to emerge 
from those figures. What are the two or three lakhs of young widow’s 
.in a population of 330 millions and what guarantee is there that a girl 
who is married on the completion of the 12tli year will not he a widow 
the very next day ? If there are widows, it is perfectly open to them 
to remarry a second time. Remarriage is allowed by custom and it is 
recognised by lawn I am for remarriage hut not for remarriage to he 
enforced by the Legislature. My Honourable friends may as well make 
a law that every widow must he remarried. It is said that Hindu widows 
tv.'f suffering a good deal. I do admit that there is a small number of 
Hindu widows who are extremely unfortunate and who suffer a great 
deal. But there are Hindu castes and castes. Remarriage is allowed in 
99 cases out of a 100. There is no appreciable grievance. Suppose a 
Hindu girl’s husband dies unfortunately within a month of her marriage. 
It is peilcctly open to her parents to give her again in marriage to a 
suitable bridegroom any time they like. That is the' usual custom. It 
is only among Brahmins who are considered to be at the head of the Hindu 
castes that the idea of remarriage is not very willingly tolerated. 
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Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : It applies to Vaisyas and others also, 
not to Brahmins only. ' ‘‘ 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : My friend has corrected me and I accept his cor¬ 
rection. If that is the position, even then it is .only a drop in the 
bucket. (Honourable Members : “No.”) I do assert it is. You have 
no right to say that, simply because you are overzealous to associate 
your name with this Bill which you desire to see translated to the 
Statute-book. I tell you this is not the way to promote social reform. 
How many of you have addressed meetings publicly on social questions 'i 
From how many platforms have you tried to enlighten the public ? It; 
is all very well to come here and introduce a Bill. I know my friend 
Laia Lajpat Rai stands on a different footing. He is a reformer of the 
first water. He is a member of the Arya Samaj. I hold him in great 
respect. If there were more men like Bala Lajpat Rai and Bhai Parma- 
nand all oyer India, there would be no difficulty whatever, but unfor¬ 
tunately we cannot bring ourselves to be members of the Arya Samaj. 
Of course their principles are very salutary, very good, but the people 
cannot be persuaded to accept them and, so long as the people remain 
ignorant, so long as they are unwilling, you have to put up with them. 
Education in India is in a very backward condition. That is a trite 
proposition. There are not even ten people out of a hundred who can 
sign their names even in the vernacular. It is better to advance educa¬ 
tion than to force social reform on an unwilling public through legisla¬ 
tion of this kind. You will be doing better service if you promote 
education in the country. Sir, I believe it is only right that this measure 
should be sent down for circulation among the people. Let them know it. 
Let them study it. Let them discuss it. Let them hold thousands oL 
meetings to consider this measure and if you find that there is a con¬ 
siderable bulk of opinion in favour of this measure I shall be the first 
to say with my friend, Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda, that this measure 
should be passed into law. I am speaking in the name of the people. 
I am not personally opposed to the Bill, but I am only voicing the 
sentiments of the Hindu people who are very - many in number and 
who are unfortunately not within the walls of this Legislative Assemo y. 
I associate myself fully and heartily with the amendment which lias 
been moved so eloquently by the Honourable the Home Member. 

*17. Hla Tun Pru (Burma : Non-European) : Sir/ while I congratu¬ 
late the leaders of the Hindu community on bringing forward this Bill, 
I must support the Honourable the Home Member in his motion to 1 
-inferring it to the country for more opinions. In the first place, this Bill 
is not sufficiently known'in Burma, and secondly the term Hindu should 
not include all" Buddhists. I find that. Muhammadans have been lelt 
out of this Hindu Bill, and the Burmese Buddhists are likewise not 
governed by the Hindu law of India at all ; they are governed by the 
Burmese Buddhist law. That law has its origin in the institutes of Maim, 
but centuries have made it entirely different in spirit and they will 
strongly resent a set of laws which apply to Hindus being made appheame 
to Burmese Buddhists. Also there is a large community of Chinese 
Buddhists in Burma who are certainly not governed by the Hindu law. 
As a matter of fact also the Burman boy marries at the, age of 24 and the 
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Burman girl at 16 years, and the law to a certain extent will he superflu¬ 
ous. The conditions which obtain in Burma do not hold in India and 
vice versa. I must therefore strongly urge that even if this Bill is referred 
to a Select Committee, neither the Burmese Buddhists nor the Chinese 
Buddhists should be included under the term “ Buddhists 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Representative) : Sir, it pains me to rise on 
this occasion to express views whi.ch are somewhat at variance with those 
expressed by my friends Lala La j pat Rai and Mr. Jayalcar. I am at one 
with my friend the Honourable Mr. Sarda in wishing an early death to 
the pernicious custom, child marriage, which has undoubtedly been eating 
into the vitals of the Hindu society. The principal question which I 
•want this House to consider is not one of a religious nature. Whether 
the religious significance of the question should be made much of or not 
is a point on which I do not want to enlarge at this stage. I want you 
to consider the question arising out of the Bill like, practical politicians, 
like men whose vote is going to turn the Bill into a law and will conse¬ 
quently affect the destinies of those very people whose interests you are 
here to further and promote. What I find in this Bill is this. I say 
without hesitation that the Bill is entirely ill-conceived. The Bill is 
avowedly intended to render certain marriages invalid. Now you must 
certainly understand what that means. Marriages under certain ages are 
going to be declared invalid. Now what is a marriage % If certain ceremon¬ 
ies prescribed by the Shastras are duly gone through, then those cere¬ 
monies confer the status of married life on the persons who have under¬ 
gone those ceremonies. If by any law you are going to declare that status 
as null and void, are you not interfering with the religious beliefs and 
religious understanding of the people ? Are you going to tell them that 
the ceremony which has been sanctioned in the Shastras as calculated to 
confer a particular status upon the persons of a certain society has not 
got any religious significance ? Are we to accept your word as the word 
of persons who understand the Shastras and the scriptures ? My friends 
here have quoted this and quoted that. I do not want to fight over the 
question of the age. That is a different question. But when you here 
want to legislate that even when the ceremony under the Shastras has been 
gone through and that status which it is bound to confer has been con¬ 
ferred, it should be declared null and void by virtue of a Statute which 
you have passed here, it virtually means, Sir, that you arc interfering with 
■what has been considered by us as a sacred belief of religion. But leaving 
aside that question altogether, I am not going to take the Smritis and 
Srutis from those persons whose knowledge of religious works is no more 
than a mere smattering, and whose knowledge of those books is probably 
obtained through translations and commentaries in foreign languages. 
Those that have read those books in the original form themselves arc in 
a position to understand and say what the position is. Notwithstanding 
the eloquent plea put forward by my friend Mr. Jayakar, I beg to join 
issue with him and say that the essense of a particular_ socio-religious 
status consists in going through a particular ceremony prescribed by the 
Shastras. That is the meaning of the ceremony. As regards the 
age you are clearly on a different plane. But if the ceremony is gone 
through, although you can punish the man who is responsible for it 
you cannot take away the status which it confers without interfering 
with the essential features of the religious ceremony which is undoubtedly 
a part of the time-honoured religion. Leaving aside that question, I 
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want to take a practical view of .this , majtter.' The practical question' 
is this. Suppose you'have married a girl under' a particular ( .age, and 
by virtue of this law the marriage is declared ‘ invalid. What is the 
position of that girl if this Bill is passed ? Under the law she is legally 
unm anned. Are you prepared to say that the' entire Hindu , com¬ 
munity outside is prepared to accept that "status and give their boys in: 
marriage to that girl If public opinion on'that point is not ready - 
what is going to be the fate of that girl ? Out of sympathy’with'so many 
child-widows, whose fate everybody in this House and elsewhere is bound" 
to' beinoan" you think that‘a measure of this nature is necessary. ■ Unless . 
you are satisfied that there'is a strong public opinion which will regard - ' 
the marriages of gii ; ls declared under this law to be invalid as really 
invalid, and with whom the other members of the Hindu community 
are prepared to enter into relations of marriage and so on—unless yoiv 
.. are satisfied that that is the state of public opinion, I am afraid, 'it will 
be dangerous to make a law of this nature. Probably you will' tm- 
'eonsciously be creating a new kind of evil in the form - of. widowhood 1 ' 
de jure in addition to the widowhood de faeto which is already in existence. 
There will be husbands who under the law will not be married'men.' 
There will be wives who under the law will be un-married virgins. Other" 
people in the society or castes will however refuse to accept and treat 
these women as unmarried, and what will be their position, legal and 
moral ? Is it not best for you seriously to consider whether you .should’ 
not first consult public opinion in the country, to see whether it is ready-' 
and I’ipe to accept legislation of this nature ? -1 believe that the r Honour¬ 
able the Home Member has properly realized the grave' responsibility 
that lies upon him, as the representative of the Government - of India" 
in'- a matter of this nature and he is therefore perfectly- justified in 
insisting on circulating this Bill. It is of no use to. him or even the 
society concerned that the champions of the cause of social reform in 
this House, who ignore these obvious issues, to call upon the Government' 
to rush through each and every measure which savours of the progressive 
principles of social reform. That is unfortunately the doctrine for which 
my leader has stood. He has expressed great impatience at the spirit of 
caution advocated by some Honourable Members along with the Govern¬ 
ment. in this matter. But what I strongly desire to protest against is 
the indecent haste with which he urges this House to pass such measures, 
simply because the music of social reform rings-'in - his ears and he seems 
to hear some faint echo of it in the. Bill in question. He is to : o impatient 
to obtain the opinion of the multitude of his countrymen who- are'.going 
to be affected by this measure. For these reasons,' Sir, : with 'great 
reluctance I have to oppose the motion for a Select Committee and support 
the motion of my Honourable friend Mr. J. Crerar,' with whom it is my 
good fortune to agree for once. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past' Two of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two' of'the 
^lock, Mr. President in the Chair. ... -- : 

Mr Sr ? nj r ^ a f, a 1 Iyengar (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan "Urban J^: 

es dent, I wish ‘to oppose the - motion of the Honourable the Home 
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Member for circulation. I appreciate entirely., the-, point-of. view of/my 
Honourable friends, Mr. Belvi and Mr. Aney, in this matter, but I take a 
view intermediate between the purely rationalistic view and the orthodox- 
view, for I hold that Hindu religion-compels, such a measure of legislation 
as./this to be enacted. If I really felt that Hinduism was in danger if this - 
Bill was enacted into law, undoubtedly I would join my friends. But on 
the other hand we know perfectly well—and I have had the good fortune 
not to be subject to the criticism of Mr. Aney, having some .little acquaint¬ 
ance with the Smritis myself—that the criticism is not at all deserved that 
religion, is in-danger. That is a very ordinary cry, and Members of this 
House with all their responsibility must realize that the time . has > come 
for-.-them* to. appreciate that there'has been a very considerable change in 
Hindu'opinion during the last two deeades. Time was when as a budding 
social reformer I had to face a storm of opposition in my own province 
in connection with some varieties of social legislation ; but I find to-day, 
moving amidst people—and I claim to have as much acquaintance with the 
people of my own province as anyone else—and moving on the most 
intimate terms with orthodox members of the community, and with the 
masses of thei population, I say with a full sense of responsibility that 
Indianiopinion has very-considerably changed in this matter. But there- 
is opinion and - opinion. If opinion is left to express itself then it 
expresses - itself soundly, but there is such a thing as interference with 
opinion, > and if you do propaganda, you can easily manufacture any 
opinion for one view or another. Except in political matters, where public 
opinion is crystallizing itself and hardening itself against the Government, 
in all matters which are purely economic, educational or social, opinion 
is in a fluid state. However, there is no doubt of the fact that the Bill is 
in many respects defective. While I congratulate the Honourable the 
Mover of the Bill on the courage and the public spirit with which he has 
moved this Bill and on the fervent appeal which he has made to this House, 

I cannot agree with him as to the two ages which he has fixed for boys and 
girls, myself being of opinion that no marriage of a girl should take place 
unless sue was really of a marriageable age, and I cannot understand the 
distinction sought to be made between hoys and girls. I think that the 
average age for puberty being thirteen in this country, one year after that 
is tlie proper minimum age for marriage ; and if I bad my own way,- I 
would certainly fix it at fourteen. That is caution—not the caution of 
Sir Pursliotamdas Thakurdas, who wants the circulation of this Bill and 
whose caution of course deserts him in other fields of life—but my caution 
undoubtedly is that fourteen is the proper minimum age for marriage. 
I know, for instance that in many cases the assumption is madj that in 
India child marriage is the rule. They do not realize that child marriage 
is the exception. All the speakers with the exception of Lain Lajpat Bui 
made that assumption, and he was the only one who pointed out that the 
great majority of marriages are not child marriages, and therefore it is 
absurd to suppose that the Hindu religion is against what is known as 
post-puberty marriages. The majority of orthodox people, the high-caste 
people, the Sellalo Mudnliars and Pikais, the high-caste Naidus and. even 
tiie high-caste Brahmins on the Canara side and in various other parts of 
India, without, the least fear of excommunication, of soeial or other 
ostracism, marry their girls after they attain their puberty and marriages 
do take place in other cases after fourteen or fifteen. - We know perfectly 
well that Indian society is accommodating itself to - the changing conditions, 
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and to say that this little'Bill which.will only affect, of the huge millions 
of India, comparatively a. minor section of the population, should be 
opposed in the name of orthodoxy is, I submit, a belated protest. Sir, I 
yield to none in my admiration for Hinduism. I am not an Arya Samajist 
but a Sanatanist, we must differentiate between a. Vedic rule and a 
Smriti rule. We all know that Smritis contain really a mixture of morality, 
of religion, of legal rules, and they contain descriptions of states of society 
and of customs and practices at the time when they were.made. That is 
really the case with all the Smritis, and it is not right to say that what is 
laid down in the Smritis is really part of the Hindu religion.' If.they 
were part of the Hindu religion, then no Smriti rule can be abrogated by 
man-made custom, but as every lawyer knows as my Honourable friend 
Mr. Belvi knows, my Honourable friend Mr. Aney knows and the orthodox 
men and the lawyers in all the courts know perfectly well, custom .can be 
pleaded in favour of inter-marriages, in favour of post-puberty marriages, 
in favour of many other things which are prima■ facie prohibited in certain 
particular Smritis. Therefore, man-made custom can be abrogated by 
man-made legislation. That is why the Mimansa rule says clearly that it. 
is only Vedic vidhi that is not capable of alteration by custom. When a 
rule is laid down in the Vedas, that is not capable of alteration by custom, 
and no amount of immemorial custom could abrogate that rule. But a 
Smriti rale is easily set aside, and therefore it is that I contend that it 
is not a question of religion at all, it is a question merely of usage and 
practice which has been in existence in certain communities, and this has 
not been obseiwed by the whole of the Hindu society. Therefore, the fact 
that.the majority of the orthodox Hindu society does not follow this custom 
of child marriage shows that the reform which my Honourable friend 
Mr. Harbilas Sarda seeks to effect to-day is- a reform which is consistent 
with the genius of the purest and the highest type of Hinduism. I submit 
equally that the reform which he advocates is one which' is enjoined in the 
most ancient Grihya Sutras and you will find there that the girl must be 
of a marriageable age, because they show that she must be one fit to enter 
into marital relations with a husband. Therefore it is not a,' question of 
Arya Samajists and Sanatanists, it is not purely from the point of view 
of rational social reform, but I say, speaking purely from the point of 
view of Sanatan Hinduism and what is the true Hindu religion, that this 
reform is a very much needed reform, and it does nothing bat merely set 
aside a man-made custom, which, as Lala Lajpat Rai has so graphically" 
described, is really. due to political or economic causes. I myself have 
made some researches, and I consider that it is due to economic causes and 
causes due to disturbed states of society that this practice came into exist¬ 
ence in mediaeval and post-mediaeval times. Yon go hack to the Svayambara. 
period, where there was no such practice. You turn to the Vedic period, 
where do you find this custom observed, or in the Puranic period ? These 
are later customs, and we know perfectly well that in the Smritis, which 
are like .acts of a Legislature, there have been any number of amendments, 
and it appears as if -we,-.reading to-day all these texts, think them.to be of 
contemporaneous and equal validity, whereas those who have had any 
experience know that' these were just like amendments introduced by 
subsequent legislation, and we cannot say now even tlie date of these amend¬ 
ments in many of these Smritis. The Smritis do not enjoin child marriage 
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cither except Parasara Smriti. To regard these law hooks as having re¬ 
ligious value is to deny the capacity of this Legislature to amend Hindu 
law. We have allowed, for instance, in manj? matters of Hindu law our 
rights of inheritance to be seriously affected by legislation. When you 
have given to the Legislature, foreign made and mixed as it is, the power 
to make laws, national or otherwise, when you have given the Legislature 
the power to abrogate the rules of the Hindu law of succession, the law 
relating to a son’s liability for his father’s debts and great varieties of laws 
which are of equal validity with the texts which deal with this question of 
reform, surely it cannot be said that these laws cannot be abrogated by this 
Legislature. Therefore I deprecate this idea that there is anything at 
the back of the minds of social reformers of these days—that they want 
to put down orthodoxy and somehow get this thing done. On the other 
hand the nationalist of these days is one who wants to reconcile the chang¬ 
ing conditions of society with Hinduism as far as possible and wants to 
take them both together ; and taking that view I contend this Bill does 
not require any circulation for opinion. What is the opinion of the 
country ? We are all men who have been returned as representatives of 
thousands and tens of thousands of people in various parts of the country. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran : Non- 
Muhammadan) : But not on this issue. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar : We have not been returned on any issue. 
As a matter of fact I do not know on what issue we have been returned, 
I say this that the idea that the opinion of our countrymen differs from 
ours in this matter is really a mistaken idea. The times do require that 
sometimes Members of this Legislature must create an opinion ; and in 
matters of this description the opinion must go down from the 
Legislature to the populace rather than from the populace to this Legis¬ 
lature. There are matters on which undoubtedly the opinion of the com¬ 
munity at large must be consulted before legislation is undertaken ; but 
this is not a matter for opinion because admittedty the custom is against 
you and you want to change the custom ; and if you ask the people, you 
will get wildly discordant opinions. One set of people will say one thing 
ajad another set of people will say another thing ; and what will be the 
assistance that the circulation for opinion will give to the Members of 
this Legislature I hardly know. We will he no wiser after reading the 
volumes of opinions that may be gathered than we were before reading 
them. Therefore, I think it is our duty to understand whether really 
we are hurting Hindu religon, whether we are really hurting Hindu 
society. I am not speaking merely of political interests. I know per¬ 
fectly well tha,t the Hindu society has survived the shocks of centui-ies 
and numbers of innovations and numbers of religious and other con¬ 
flicts ; and I know the physical and moral and mental basis of Hindu 
society is sound ; but I do believe in race improvement and I do believe 
in arresting any deterioration and I do say that eugenics and heredity 
require that, in the minority of cas-es in which the child marriage institii- 
tion is still in existence, it is necessary that we should «et aside that 
custom and that we should boldly without flinching undertake this 
piece of legislation. Only, I would deprecate laying down the minimum 
age at 12 for the girls—but that is a matter which should he gone into 
in Select Committee if the House agrees to that course. I also associate 
myself with Lala Lajpat Rai and Mr. .Jayaknr in thinking that reference 
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to the Select Committee will be a good compromise because it will give 
■'sufficient time ; and as the Bill must necessarily - come up to be discussed 
only at the Delhi Session of the Assembly it wil give ’ sufficient time for 
those of our friends in the Assembly who feel that* public 1 opinion must 

• be consulted. But, as I said, in this matter there 'are those social re¬ 
formers who think it is a principle with them that they must go in for 
this legislation ; there-are others who think tha,t orthodoxy and religion 
are in danger. _ I take an intermediate view ; I do not think Hinduism is 
iu danger if this Bill is passed any more than the Bill which enabled widows 
to I'emarry. It does not in the least interfere with the - Hindu religion. 
As I said the Hindu religion has survived five hundred changes and ‘this 

•little Bill of Mr. Har Bilas Sarda is not going to affect the Upanishadic 
interpretation of the universe ; it is hot going to' affect' the Gita inter- 
...pretation of Hinduism ;'it is not going to affect the" Karma and Sajnsara 
c doctrine ; and coming to the’popular type of Hinduism, I cannot undeir- 

• stand how it is going to affect temples and other rituals. Therefore, Sir,' 
:< this Bill seeks to affect nothing but a little custom which .exists, . a 

. coustom which I think is quite out of date, which was forced on a former 
state of society when owing to war apd disturbed 1 conditions', owing to 
ine love ox the pater familias to dispose of his girl in:marriage arid to 
prevent her from giving herself in marriage, owing to a variety .of- other 
causes, this post-mediaeval custom sprang into existence.; anil that is all that 
this humble little Bill seeks to remove. Therefore, Sir, I give my heartiest 
support to the general principle of the Bill, though I do not certainly agree 
with the age mentioned in it. ; . 

I would appeal, if I can appeal at- all,- to the- Honourable, the Home 
Member and to the Leader of the House, wlio is not here, that the official 
bloc should remain neutral. That- is the least they can do. . They should 
give freedom to vote for their Members in this matter ; but if they, do 
not give freedom to vote, at least they should remain, neutral.- There'is 
a great deal of force in. the admirable speech, my friend from Bombay, 
Mr, Jayakar, made. I have often said that, the Government,stands in 
the way of social legislation ; but I have grown, wiser. Time was when 
-f- wus a reckless social reformer. Now L-have come to the conclusion 
that we must take the people with us and that;it will not do by hasty 
.legislation to force very much the pace of social reform. But this .parti- 
.cular matter is one upon which we all feel most strongly and I consider 
that the majority of the community is in full sympathy with it. So. there 
will not be any rebellion, there will not be any revolution ; there will be 
no communal riots and you will not have to call in the police or military/.; 
and I can assure the Honourable the Home Member that no question of law 
and disorder will arise and no question of putting the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act into force or anything of that kind. I say therefore to 
this Government "Hands off. Why do you interfere ? ” When the 
non-official Members of this Asseinbly say that this is the only way in 
which it is possible for them to discuss this small Bill dealing with-a 
very much needed reform in Hindu society, when they want to improve 
heir race, they want to put down this tragedv of child mar- 
a ^ d to minimise the evil of child widowhood,, when they 
-t. I i 0 prevent the greater tragedy, of child mother- 

c, when they want to prevent all this, why do you, who-claim 
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to be very humanitarian, very rational in outlook and very up T to-date and 
progressive in ideas, why do you claim ^ourselves to he the custodians 
,o£ .Hinduism and the custodians of. the sacrosanct usages of the dumb 
millions of India ? Why.do you claim that? We are there to take 
upon ourselves the full responsibility. If, the. Government does not want 
to take the responsibility it can remain neutral ; it need not give freedom 
to vote, but it can remain neutral. By remaining neutral they can ac¬ 
quit themselves of any responsibility ; but by opposing this measure by 
this dilatory motion of circulation for opinion— for it is nothing but a 
dilatory motion I consider—they are certainly trying to interfere with 
the- freedom which ought to exist among members of the Hindu society 
by their own majority to enact their own laws. I would also appeal to 
other Members of the House. I am not putting it as if it concerns Hindus 
only. 'Situated as this Assembly is, every one of us is entitled to vote 
and speak on all these matters ; and I certainly think that matters touch¬ 
ing Hindu society are matters which touch, if not to that extent, at least 
to a lesser extent, my Muslim friends and other European friends also. 
I do contend that it is not their duty- at all to say that in the name of pre¬ 
serving the present customs and in the name of moving with that 
wondrous caution—a word which I have seen nowhere at all except in 
fhe transactions of this body—I say that the fact that we are told that 
the, Government would oppose this Bill or support a dilatory motion 
of this character, tells me that Mr. Jayakar is perfectly right in saying 
that time and again this Government stands in the way of progress in 
tlindu society ; and I would appeal to my orthodox friends in this House 
that even if I am mistaken there is no harm done. What after all do 
you do 1 What is it you do if you allow a girl to be married only after 
she is 12 years of age 1 Personally I would prefer 14 ; and I shall remain 
neutral if it is less than 14. It does not mean that the Bill proceeds on a 
wrong basis. What is the great danger 1 Let us realise that we who 
stand up for Hinduism have also a duty to see that Hinduism promotes 
the growth of a virile race of men and efficient race of girls who will 
become the mothers of a greater India. I do believe, Sir, that the time 
has come for race improvement, and I honestly feel that this Bill does not 
interfere with the Hindu religion. With all the diffidence that I have got 
from the knowledge that able and conscientious men think otherwise, 
I have still the right to make to them the appeal to reconsider the posi¬ 
tion and not to think that religion, is in danger by this Bill. On the other 
hand, religion will he strengthened by a race of grown up men and 
women and by alloAving them a little freedom in the matter of marriage. 
It was the Svayambara period when religion was certainly not in 
danger. Are we to say that in the Vedie period religion was in danger ? 
Sir, we all contend that the Vedas are the only revelation to us, and those 
who do not believe in them are Nastikas, and I would appeal to them on 
Vedie authority to support the Bill and not to rely on the Smriti texts 
which modern lawyers imagine are to be regarded as really part of reli¬ 
gion. Smriti texts are no more important than Aeliarans or customs 
which can he set aside. Mnnu Smriti says that the texts can be set aside 
when Parisliads and learned persons find that the times do Tequire a 
change, and Hinduism and Hindu society have progressed very consider¬ 
ably and have made deliberate changes in those customs which are not 
the framework of the Hindu society and which do not touch the funda¬ 
mental tenets of Hinduism which are enshrined in the Upanishads, in 
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the Gita and in -other works. I would therefore most cordially support 
the Bill and oppose the motion that it he circulated for eliciting public 
opinion. I would once more beg my Honourable friend the Home Mem¬ 
ber, if he cannot accept the motion for taking this Bill into consideration, 
he should at least allow this motion to go to a Select. Committee, where 
we can discuss this matter and come to a proper conclusion. . 

(Several Honourable Members moved that the question be put.) 

Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy (Nominated : Indian .Christians) ‘ Sir, if I 
venture to take part in this debate, it is to repudiate the suggestion made 
by my Honourable friend Mr. Belvi in answer to an interruption of my 
esteemed friend Mr. Kabeer-ud-Din Ahmed.' When he said that Muham¬ 
madans have no locus standi in this discussion, I suppose he included all 
who were not Hindus in that suggestion.- Sir, I want to repudiate that 
suggestion, because, as Member's of the' Legislative Assembly, whether 
we are Hindus, Muhammadans or ‘ Christians', officials or non-officials, we 
are bound to take an interest in whatever question is brought before 
this Assembly. Apart from that, Sir, whatever hurts a Hindu hurts 
a Muhammadan, hurts a Christian and hurts the country all along the 
line. The logical conclusion of Mr. Belvi’s suggestion would be" a sort 
of varient of the dog in the manger policy. Becarise my home is beauti¬ 
ful ; I hope that the homes of other people are ugly. Sir, no Indian who 
has an interest in the progress of this country can accept the suggestion 
of Mr. Belvi which, to say the last, is suicidal. , _ 

Then, Sir, the suggestion that this Bill should be circulated for elicit¬ 
ing public opinion seems to rest on a misunderstanding that we are con¬ 
cerned with the promotion of social reform. Certainly when social re¬ 
form is somewhat in advance of public opinion it may be 
necessary to consult public opinion so that we may have public 
opinion with us. But to me, Sir, this Bill of my Honourable friend 
Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda is not a Bill which aims at the promotion of 
social reform so much as at the obliteration of the ghastly social defor¬ 
mity which, as so many Hindu speakers who have preceded me have 
acknowledged, defaces the social* system of this country. In order to 
penalise a crime, we do not suggest that opinions should be elicited, and 
I think it is a social crime that is sought to be removed by the Bill advo¬ 
cated by Mr. Harbilas Sarda. (An Honourable Member : “ Exactly 
so. ”) • 

Now, Sir, the suggestion of the Honourable the Home Member that 
this Bill be circulated for eliciting'publie opinion thereon, if he will allow 
me to say so/is a mere dilatory proceeding. (Several Honourable Members 
on the Government Benches : “• No, no.”) It reminds me, Sir, of a charac¬ 
ter in one of George Lloyd’s novels—I think it was Middle-march —who 
. was a boy credited with a comprehensive knowledge of Latin. But when, 
it came to translating any particular Latin passage into English, it dwin¬ 
dled-into nothing. We have .heard of philanthropists who pose as friends 
of the human race, but when it came to helping their neighbour, it was 
quite a different -story. Now, the. argument that this Bill' should be 
ei erred to elicit public opinion smacks ’something of-that character. . Here 
oPPO^ty f° r Government for improving tliC social system of a 
ed °^. *be Population of this country. There is an enlighten- 

anci tor it, and it. seems to me. Sir. that Government, instead of 
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delaying the response to' that demand, should encourage and meet that 
demand, because, Sir, as every one will acknowledge, whatever political 
reform we may be aiming at will be thwarted and delayed by these social 
abuses which are a blot on the social system of this country. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : I am sorry, Sir, I was not here this morning 
when some of my friends spoke on this subject. (Several Honourable 
Members : “ Louder please ”.) A public duty had taken me to another 
place, and so I lost the advantage of hearing their speeches. But 1 have 
heard some speeches this afternoon, and I am struck with amazement by 
some of the opinions which my esteemed friend, Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, 
has given expression to. If there was a proposal not to consult public 
opinion on a matter of political importance which affected the people of 
this country, if there was a proposal to enact any law which affected the 
political opinions of the people without consulting public opinion, my 
friend, Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, would have lashed his tongue much more 
vigorously than he has done to-day. But in dealing with a matter which 
affects the socio-religious ideas of a vast majority of the people of this 
country lie holds that the Bill should not be sent out for eliciting public 
opinion thereon, and that legislation should be proceeded with straight 
off, regardless of the feelings of the people who will be affected by it. I 
submit, Sir, that the blame which has been laid upon the Honourable the 
Home Member that he had the temerity to propose that this Bill which 
affects vast numbers of His Majesty’s subjects on a very, tender point 
should be sent out, for eliciting public opinion, is most unjustified. Sir, 
I have great pleasure in supporting the motion made by the Honourable 
the Home Member. (Cheers from the Government Benches.) (Mr. Belvi 
at this stage whispered something to the Honourable the Pandit and some 
non-official members gave some decisive cheers.) This is not the first time 
I have been eheered by my friends. (Some Honourable Members : “ The 
cheers are for Mr. Belvi. ”) I am grateful to Mr. Belvi for trying to help 
me when there is so much need for help because the volume of opinion that 

has been expressed against the proposal of the 
3 r - K - Honourable the Home Member seems to be so over¬ 

whelming so desperatelv overwhelming that I do need the support of every 
Member of this House in trying to bring the House to a sensible considera¬ 
tion of the task that lies before them. Sir, what is the matter that we arc 
dealing with 9 Mv friends who are anxious to promote the physical wen- 
being of the Hindu community are entitled to respect.. They have not 
merely mv sympathy, but ray respect. Whether they are Hindus. Mussal- 
mans, Christians or any others, their wishes for the physical well-being of 
their fellow-countrymen are deserving of respect. But let not zeal carry us 
beyond what is right and proper. We desire social reform. We desire a 
reform of the marriage law. Let us proceed about it m the manner m which 
we should proceed in bringing forward a piece of legislation winch will 
affect the lives and the happiness and the future existence of a large number 
of our fellow subjects. I submit, Sir, that the object of the Bui which my 
friend Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda has introduced here has my fullest 
svmpathv. I have mvself given notice of a Bill to effect somewhat the 
same object. But I do submit, Sir, that the Bill of such an important 
character, it seeks to effect such a revolution in Hindu society—(An 
Honourable Member : “ Does it seek to effect a revolution ? ) Yes, it 
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does, it will give such ; a shock to Hindu' sentiment' to a ; large extent' in' ttte' 
country that I am surprised'so' many of my Honourable friends, sitting' 
on this side, should, speaking as responsible men, urge that the Bill should 3 
not be circulated for opinion and that it should be sent straight off-to a 
Select Committee. I am surprised at it. I wish; Sir, to point out that- 
the object which my friend has in view will have the support of a large 
number of people. But the problem is of greater importance and delicacy 
than-iny friend has, in his laudable desire to prevent child , marriages,, 
thought. What does he propose ? He proposes that marriages of Hindu.! 
girls below the age of 12 years shall he invalid, subject to the qualification 
Ke has put in one of the clauses of his Bill. Does my-friend imagine that- 
the mere passing of a law in this Assembly will effect such a change in 
the ideas of vast masses of the people of this country that they, will avoid' 
such marriages all at' once? (An. Honourable Member : “Yes.") ' I.' 
^hbmit,, no. I claim to know the country at least to the. same, extent ,as[ 
my friend does, and I think iti is wrong, to think that the mere passing, o£^ 
a' law like this seeking to promote a reform in marriages will. go down 
to the masses all at once and will be accepted by them all at once so .as to 
avoid the evil results of the legislation which is proposed. 

Idr. M. Kuthnaswamy.: What about political-reform ? 


Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya-: I am not here, Sir, to instruct my' 
friend on- the question of political reform.; Hfe must await' some other' 
opportunity for it. But I submit the question that is now’before us is-^ 
whose fault will it be if parents’marry two' children of tender ages at’9- 
°r 10 ? What fault is it of the boy or of the'girl who has been married* 
that their marriages which are indissoluble should lie held to be invalid ?- 
What consolation will it be to them that such a legislation, as is, proposed 
has been passed ? I submit, that the proposal does require more serious’ 
consideration. It does require that it should go. out to the public for' 
opinion, and that those persons and bodies should consider this question' 1 
who are entitled to speak, and that those who. are in a position to take' an 1 
impartial view 1 of it should be'requested; to help the Legislature by an 
expression of their opinion; It. has been said. Sir, that the Government 
has often stood in the way of social legislation. I am sorry I ' cannot 
endorse that view. What is the social legislation that‘we are responsible 
for ? What is the measure of social reform that we ourselves have brought' 
about ? Put on one side the reform that has been brought about' by our' 
earnest day to day work, and put on' the other side the many pieces of ' 
social legislation which have been passed, by the. Government and which 1 ' 
ave affected or helped social reform. And .secondly, it has been said, 7 
K.ir, that the Members, of the House on the other side, the Government 
lembers, should abstain from voting to-day on the motion if they cannot' 
support-the measure.. I hope' they will not accept the advice easily. I : 
nope they will weigh the responsibility which rests upon every, member 1 ' 
0U:Se? Eu r°P ean > Mussalman, . Christian, Hindu, every Member 
House, to think of ;how thisAegislation is going-to' affect our humble'' 

of - £ ellow subjects 'in the-' 
anv i-Jw e ^,T.^ ee su °h a legislation should'.be passed without” 

ophdols S ° -% country at. large,, if they feel'that without asking for 1 
token bv thi? aS arC a , sked for °. n legislation which' is under/; 

. Assembly as a rule, that this is a special measure oh which 
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no opinions should be elicited, that.the opinions of those present 'here 
should be held to be sufficient to decide the matter, well they are at liberty 
of course to vote according to their judgment. But I do hope they will- 
eonsider that this is a matter which does affect a very large number of our 
fellow subjects and .that they will not yield to the appeal that has been 
made to them to abstain from voting on this motion as they think right. 

Now, Sir, I wish to make it clear, I have said it already, but I wish 
to emphasise the fact; that I am not less keen than my Honourable friend 
Eai Sahib Harbilas Sarda to see some legislation through which will put 
an end to the evils of marriages at very tender ages. These evils are well 
known and have been widely deplored. Though the age of marriage has 
been steadily though slowly rising in the higher classes of the community, 
the extent to which marriages still take place at too early ages is alarming, 
and ’ I wish the House to consider the question not as affecting merely 
Hindus but-also as affecting Mussalmans and Christians and Sikhs and 
Ary as and other sections of .the population of this country. It is a ques¬ 
tion on which the legislation ■ should be general and not confined to the 
Hindus, as I hope Honourable Members of this House will very Boon be 
satisfied, when I have drawn their attention to a few facts. A statement 
prepared from the Census Report of 1921 shows that in that year there 
were 1,10,684- males and 2,18,463 females of ages up to five years, and - 
7,57,405 males -and 20,16,687 females of ages between 5 and 10 years who 
were married ; that there were 23,44,006 males and 63,30,207 females of 
the ages of 10 to 15 years who were married ; that there were 40,77,400 , 
males and 96,35,340 females of the ages of 15 to 20 years who were 
married. 

Mr. President : Order; order. The Honourable Pandit was not here 
this morning. These figures have been repeatedly quoted in this House 
by the previous speakers. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya : Thank you. Sir. These figures 
do not include widows. They show that the largest number of marriages 
take place between the years 15 and 20 and after that between the years 
10 and 15. But it is clear from the figures that 8,68,089 males and 4 
22,35,150 females, that is 31,03,239 children had been married at the ages' 
of 10 years'or earlier. The number of children who were married before 
they commenced their 12th year is not separately given. But the total 
number of children who were married between the ages of 10 and 15 
years was 86,24,273 of whom 63,30,207 were females, and it may safely 
be assumed that at. least one-fifth of these, that is more than 17,34.854, were 
children who had not entered upon their twelfth year, that is to say, 
roughly about 48 lakhs of children were married before they entered 
npon their twelfth year. 

Now, Sir. that shows the great need of a Bill effectively to dis¬ 
courage marriages at such tender ages. And to support the point that 
it is not merely Hindu children who suffer hut that children of all classes 
suffer, I wish to draw the attention of the House to the number of 
married males and females in India below the age of 15 in the different 
communities and classes, as the Census Report of 1921 gives it. 
The total number of children, who were married, of all religions, below t 
the ago of one year was 15,625. Among these, Sir, there were Hindus, 
5,995 males and 7,938 females ; Arya, 4 males and 5 females ; Sikh, 1 
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male and 10 females ; Jain, 35'males and 51 females ; Buddhist,’-1 male ;• 
total Hindus, 13,940 ; Christians, 55 males and 53 females, (ie., those 
married under one year), total 108 ; Mussalmahs 639 males, 935 females,’ 
total 1,574 ; behveen the age of 1 and 2 years , Hindus 5,665 males and 9,863 
females ; Arya 19 males, and 2 females ; Sikh 2 males arid 1 female j Jain' 
40 males and 65 females ; total Hindus 15,675 ; Christians 43 males and 
55 females, (i.e., 98 in all) ; Mussalmans 767 males arid 1,386 females. 
Beiween the ages of 2 cmd 3 years, Hindus 13,827 males and 26,726'; 
females ; Arya 2 males and 16 females ; Sikh 26 males, 12 females Jain 
74 males and 156 females ; Buddhist 5 males and 5 females ; total Hindus. 
40,849 ; Christians 78 males and 167 females, total 245 ; Mussalmans 1,892 
males and 4,410 females, total 6,302. Between the ages of 3 and .4 years— 
and so on. Sir, I will put in the statement with your permission, because, 
I want to save time, The total number of children, who are married, 
under'the age of one year, is 15,625.; between the ages of 1 and 2/ 
17,909 ; between 2 and 3, 47,400 ; between 3 and 4, 87,799 between 4 
and 5, 1,53,950 ; between 5 to 10, 27,41,647. I submit, Sir, that this 
shows the great need of introducing a piece of legislation which will save : . 
children, not merely Hindu children but children of all classes of the „ 
Indian community from the evils - of marriages' at such tender ages.- 
One of these evils is the large number of child Widows we have in this 
country. I have got a statement before me giving the number of widows 
below the age of 15. It is distressing to find that there were widow* 
under the age of one year, not 1 merely among Hindus but also in other 
communities. There were 612 widows among the Hindus under the age • 
of one year,- 127 among Mussalmans, 5 among Christians.- 


... . — f . „ I . . r 

Mr. President : Order, order. We are not concerned now , with r 
Mussalmans and Christians. The Bill before us exclusively applies to 
Hindus. - 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya : Yes, Sir. That is one of my objec¬ 
tions to the Bill, that the Bill should not apply exclusively to Hindus ; 
that while there is need for a measure which will protect the children of 
all communities, of all religions, the Bill seeks to protect children of 
Hindus only. That is one of my objections to the Bill. • {An.Honourable 
Member : “ You are not concerned with them.”) I thought only a while 
ago an appeal was made to every Member to - take an interest in the 
iul, and that every Member was asked to feel a concern in the interest 
of -our children. I am as much concerned .to protect my Mussalman 
sisters and daughters as my Hindu sisters and daughters. (Applause.) - 


Mr. K. Ahmed : Speak on your Bill when it comes on. 


Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya ; I have reminded you that you 
have widows under one year—612 Hindus, 127 Mussalmans and 5 Chris¬ 
tians ; bewteen 1 and 2 years, 498 Hindus, 84 Mussalmans and 7 Chris¬ 
tians ; between 2 and 3 years. 


’ ^ ie Honourable the Pandit persists in . quoting 
I ha T° pointed out a, at this Bill 
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Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya : With great respect, Sir, I submit 
that I am perfectly entitled to put the facts and arguments, which I am 
putting forward, before the House in order to ask the House not to accept 
the motion that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee but decide that 
it should be circulated for opinion so that the opinions I am expressing 
might find expression elsewhere too. That is the reason why I am 
putting these facts before the House, Sir, and I submit that it is essential 
for my part of the argument to show that it is not only Hindu children 
who are affected, but that children of the Mussalman community, the 
Christian community and the Sikh community are also affected, and that 
therefore. 

Mr. President : Does the Honourable Pandit realise that nothing he 
can do or say could extend the scope of this Bill ? 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya : I submit, Sir, I am more hopeful 
than you seem to think I should be, that when I have brought these facts 
to the notice of my Mussalman friends and my Christian friends, and 
through them of the country, they will ask for a Bill which will protect 
children of all communities. That is my object. 

Mr. President : "We are not concerned with any other Bill that might 
in future come up. "We are concerned at present with the Bill that we 
have before the House. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : There is no use circulating then. Reject it if you 
please. 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar : How will circulation cure this defect 1 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya : I have said enough, Sir, to show 
that this Bill needs amplification and an extension of its scope in order 
to meet the situation in tlie country. "What I wish to point out now is 
the objection to the Bill being sent to the Select Committee without eli¬ 
citing opinions. I have already drawn attention to the fact that it seeks 
to make marriages invalid. I submit, Sir, this is a very strong measure 
to adopt when the Government and'the educated people of this country 
have allowed early marriage to take place as they have taken place for 
generations, when they have not up to this time taken sufficient steps to 
educate public opinion on the evils of early marriages. (An Honourable 
Member. “ We have done enough.”) You have not done enough. I 
say it deliberately. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : We have been doing that for over 100 years. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya : I know what we have done, Sir. 
It is no good telling me that I do not know what we have done. We have 
delivered speeches, we have published pamphlets ; we hate passed resolu¬ 
tions, but we have not gone from house to house to bring the evils of early 
marriages home to the people at large. We have not carried on such an 
agitation. We have not carried on even such an agitation as the temper¬ 
ance people are carrying on in some places against drink. We have not 
carried on an agitation commensurate with the enormity of this evil, and 
we are not entitled to claim that we have done all that we could. What I 
submit is that it is wrong to the community at large, when the Government 
of the country and the educated men of the country have allowed the 
custom of early marriages to go to the extent they have allowed it to go, that 
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they should, all of a sudden, decide to. introduce a law which makes early, 
marriages among Hindus invalid.. I entirely endorse the view which my. 
friend Mr. Aney has expressed on this question. It is not a small matter,: 
it.is not a matter of small consequence to the Hindus that .a marriage should 
be declared invalid. The consequences have, been so well described ' by, 
Mr. Aney that I do not wish to take up the time of the House by dwelling ; 
on them again. But I say that if my friends in their zeal for the good.) 
of,.the--Hindu community are carried away to-day to urge that the. Bill; 
should be referred to the Select Committee without being circulated.,for. 
opinion, if they go and meet popular audiences, they would find their posi¬ 
tion untenable. (Mr. M. R. JayaJcar : " Question.”) Until the matter is 
put to the test, you can well question what I say. But I speak not with 
disrespect. I do not mean any disrespect to any' of. my friends. But I 
submit that the proposal that marriages among. Hindus should be made'; 
invalid by a piece of legislation without its being referred to the public- L 
for-an expression of their opinion, would not find .support’on any'platform: 
on which the Hindus are properly represented. -- I-therefore submit , 
that .the motion of the Honourable the Home Member should, be accepted 
by;this House. No harm will be done by a little delay that must'he neces-. 
sarfiy involved in doing so. We want to put on the Statute-book, a piece;; 
of legislation which will commend itself to the general 1 body of thoughtful' 
people in this country; I feel that if'the Bill is' 1 circulated for opinion 
there will be some opposition undoubtedly to the age that has been'pro-i 
posed. Some will ask that, the .age..should he-lowered by a year, and 
others may ask that the age should be increased by a year or ’ even two. 
But I submit it is likely that, when the facts are' put before’ the public 
properly, there will be a general agreement that in view'of thb calamitous " 
state of things which exists at'present; under which lakhs of our children 
are subjected to the disadvantages and evils of marriage, at too fender an 
age—when these facts are properly presented to 'the' people, I expect'that" - 
there will be a very large measure of general’support to' the object of the 
Bill; I submit that the great point to be considered is whether at this stage) 
the right thing is to make marriages below a certain age invalid; or whether:* 
we- should proceed in a less drastic fashion. I - recognise that we have" to’ : 
introduce some penalty in order to prevent marriages, below a certain age. 
There .have been different suggestions put forward. - In the Mysore State 
there is a law under which imprisonment is inflicted upon those who take’ 
part in marriages below the age which has been prescribed-in it.- ,My-friend 
Sir. Ranglal Jajodia sought to carry a Bill in this House iri which he 
also-urged that a violation of the law should be* punished with imprison¬ 
ment. The provision he suggested Was that-no Hindu hoy’should marry,; 
until the age of 16 years and the male' guardian of a Hindu boy marrying 5 * 
below, the age of 16 or who may arrange or take’part in such marriage shall,'' 
on conviction by a court of competent jurisdiction, be punished with simple * 
imprisonment which may extend to 12 months or. with-fine not exceeding 
Us. 1,000 or both ; but he had the good,sense to provide that : 

' ‘ Nothing herein contained shall invalidate any marriage which is, otherwise valid 
under the law by-which the'toy is 'governed. * ’ ' 

Assembly 5 M ‘ r - Ranglal Jajodia’s' Bill who was a 5 Member of the' last’ 1 
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There is another proposal, and that' is; whether* our object should be 
at this stage more to educate public opinion on the subject than to severely 
punish' those who carry out or celebrate marriages below a certain age. 
In'view of the fact,- which is indisputable, that the Government and the- 
educated prominent men of-the Hindu community and other communities* 
h'ave not yet put in their proper share of work to educate the general public 
on the evils of early marriages, I submit. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : I deny that charge. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya : But I am sorry I have to make it— 
I- ask" whether in view of the fact that the Government and the men of 
light and leading in this country have not either separately or together 
made an effort commensurate with the enormity of the evil of early 
marriages, we should not proceed by adopting less drastic methods, whether’ 
inr the first instance not only should marriages not be declared invalid; ■ 
but whether in the first instance even imprisonment should not be avoided,' 
and whether we should not be content for some years at least with inflicting; 
merely a fine where a marriage takes place below- the age which is prescribe 
ed'bv law. If this proposal should commend itself to the public and to- 
thisSHouse, I would suggest the substitution-of one simple clause in place < 
of -clauses 4'to 6, like this : 

“ Any ono -who may bring about or take part in the marriage of a girl -who has not- 
ec-mpleted the‘age of 11 years or of a boy who has not completed the age of 18 years, . 
shall, on conviction by a Magistrate within whose jurisdiction the marriago takes place, «■ 
or either party to the marriago resides, be liable to punishment with a fine which may * 
extend from'K b. 50 to Ks. 1,000 ”. 

hTow, Sir, I am fully aware that this will be regarded by some of my‘ 
friends here as a very mild measure, but I have been taugbt to believe that 
the mild dose is sometimes the strongest in its effect. I submit that a piece* 
of legislation like this will be of very great educative value. It provides' 
for a fine of Ks. 50 in the ease of the humble man,, and I wish to inform 
the House that our humblest fellow-subjects or the so-called depressed 
classes are the largest victims to this evil of early marriages. I wish to 
provide for their case. It will take some time to educate them about the 
law, and every effort should be made to educate them and the general- 
public and to enlist the support of the various communal societies to affect' 
the reform as early as practicable. There should be a propaganda through¬ 
out the country to proclaim the new law in order that people may support 
it, and I venture to think that if they know that cases of the violation of 
the law shall he punished with fine, they are likely to accept it and support, 
it.- Such a law will be of great educative value and it will not upset the 
people very much and it will largely effect, its object. I suggest this for 
the consideration of Members of this House. I know that my Honourable 
friends who are oppressed by a thought of the evils resulting from early 
marriages will perhaps think that my proposal is of too mild a character. 

I ask them to consider it in the light of the arguments which I have pre-* 
sen ted and to consider it from the point of view of moving forward one; 
step and a large step. T am most anxious—no words can express the 
nnxiety that I feel—to prevent marriages of girls who have not yet com¬ 
pleted even their eleventh year. I suggest - eleven years not because 1 like ■ 
the girls to be married at that age. The Hindu law does not enjoin that*, 
irlarriages should take place at a very tender age. Mann, the greatest of 
our law-givers, laid it down that a man of 30 years ought to marry a girl' 
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of 12 years, and I want that the marriageable, age should be raised to 12, 
years, not as the latest age of the marriage of a girl, but as a great advance, 
an enormous advance upon the position that exists to-day. But I wish 
that that adtance should be attained in such a manner that. it . will, be 
acceptable to the people. In the medical works of Hindus it is laid down 

that until a young man has attained the age of 25 and a' girl of .16. 

(An Honourable Meniber : “ You are’not correct.’’) I am absolutely 
correct—they should not live together as husband and wife. What I have 
quoted from Manu is also unquestionable. What Manu laid down with 
reference to the marriages of girls of 12 years, was not that they must be; 
married at the age of 12, but that they should not be .married until they , 
attained the age of 12. And Sushruta, our great medical writer, prescribed, 
that the age at which a young man and. a young woman should begin to 
live as husband and wife should be 25 for a young man and 16 for a girl. 
Bagbhatta, who is another great medical authority among us, laid; it down 
that until a girl has completed the age of 16 years and a young man the 
age of 20 years, they should not begin to live as husband and wife. . I,wish 
that the age of consummation of marriage should be raised even when 
marriages take place at an earlier age. I submit therefore that it will be 
a great gain to humanity, and a great pieee of good service to the whole of 
India, if we can prevent, marriages by law until the girl has completed the 
age of 11 years and until a young man has completed the age of 18 
years. - 

For these reasons, Sir, in order that the matter should be fully 
investigated and examined in all its aspects and in order that we ; should, 
be able to think calmly and dispassionately as to what will be acceptable'to 
the community as a whole and what will make for the good of the com : . 
munity as a whole, I strongly support the motion that the Bill be circulated 
for opinion. 

Munshi Iswar Saran (Lucknow Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : 
Sir, it is only a strong sense of duty that makes me differ from one 
whom, in all truth and sincerity, I hold in the greatest veneration, one; 
whose life is worthy of all'respect and admiration. The speech of the 
last Honourable speaker has not come to me as a surprise. I know his 
views on the subject. He wishes that when you introduce any social 
reform, the reform should be such as to be acceptable to the vast majority 
of your countrymen and countrywomen. I say with great respect that 
when you come across a case like .this; where according to the . figures 
which have been quoted children under one year of age are being married, " 
it does not matter at all whether the reform proposed is acceptable or 
not. It becomes the positive duty of those who call themselves their 
leaders—-the leaders are really the servants of the people—and the Gov¬ 
ernment. to tell the people, if they oppose “You are talking nonsense. 
"We will not allow you to ruin yourselves. ’ ’ Sir, I submit that the 
Hindu, race is dying and one of the causes responsible for our slow 
decay.is early marriage. (Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidncy : “You are 
quite right.”) Sir, it will be the sheerest impertinence on my part to offer - 
any observations on Shastric rules in opposition to Pandit Madan Mohan- 
Malaviya, but I shall say one thing quite clearly. I do not care at all" 
v’hat the Sbastras say ; if the Shastras come into conflict with the natural 
laws of God, the Shastras must go. 
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I do not wish to say one word on this subject which may hurt any¬ 
body, in spite of the fact that I have committed the sin of having gone 
to Europe twice. Here is Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, one of the most 
orthodox men in the country. He approves of the principle of the Bill 
and here we have two excited friends, one the Secretary of my Party and 
the other a prominent member of the Swaraj Party. They have got 
terribly excited. They abused right and left. They brandish their 
hands and I felt secure here because I was at a distance from them. 
Here is Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya who deplores the present con¬ 
dition. (Here Mr. Aney made a remark which was inaudible.) He said, 
“ Educate public ojhnion Suppose you accept the motion of the 
Honourable the Home Member, how will you educate public opinion ? 
Will the Honourable the Home Member undertake to go from house to 
house as Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya said and speak to men and 
women ‘l Will he exhort the people and say “ Please see the dangers, 
please see what harm you are doing to your own children, please become 
sensible and accept this Bill.” What will happen 1 In a few months 
you will . have the views of the various Local Governments and the 
various public bodies. Where, I ask Panditji in all humility, is the ques¬ 
tion of educating public opinion ? The question of educating public 
opinion will come if this Bill is passed. Let the Bill be passed and let 
all of us under the inspiring leadership of Pandit Madan Mohan Mala¬ 
viya go about and explain to the people and tell them that it is in their 
interest and it is for their good that this measure has been adopted. 
You can then tell them, “ Please accept it and follow the lead that has 
been given by the Legislative Assembly.” 

Then there is another point I want to make. Let me say quite frankly 
that there will be very great opposition to this measure and it is inevit¬ 
able. Now, if every party was convinced that a girl under 12 or 14 
should not be married, there would be no such marriage and there would 
be no necessity for legislation to prevent it. I submit with all respect 
that unfortunately in this country you will find a large number of people 
who will be up in arms, as indeed they are up in arms against any 
measure of social reform. Certain societies even to-day are passing 
resolutions against widow marriage. The Act legalising widow mar¬ 
riage is on the Statute-book. I submit that we shall have to take our 
courage in both hands. We shall have to go into Select Committee and 
discuss all the various provisions that are incorporated in this Bill. 
It may be that we may have to make very drastic changes. Let us make 
those changes, but, when the case has been proved to the hilt that the 
present practice is ruinous, is making our condition hopelessly and 
desperately pitiable, T submit it is time that we proceed with this legis¬ 
lation. I submit there are no points involved which require elucidation. 
Sir, in the year 1927, to ask public opinion whether a girl of 12 or 13 
should be married or a boy of-14 or 15 should be married ! You might 
as well ask whether a girl of 12 or 14 should have a drop of water to 
drink or a crump of bread to eat. We know the harm that the practice 
has done. We know the havoc it has created. What are we to-day ? 
We are feeble and weak, not morally but certainly physically, because of 
this early marriage. You have to grapple with this problem in right 
earnest. There is one word more which T want to say. (Here an 
Honourable Member made an interruption.) If you interrupt me, please 
do so in the proper fashion. I submit that the motion moved by the 
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.Kumar Sahib can be made to serve both ends. Surely the Committee 
win not meet to-morrow and. finish its .labours before this Session is over. 
,It will meet in the Delhi Session. In the meantime all discussions can 
,take. place. It will be open to the various representative bodies to sub¬ 
mit their opinions, either to the Legislative Department or to the'Home 
Department. I do not know the technicalities, but in the meantime it is 
open to the Home Member to write to various organizations and various 
.Governments inviting their opinion and fixing a date by which those 
opinions should be submitted to Government. Let all those opinions be 
•collected and in the meantime let all those that are inclined to carry on 
.propaganda carry it on ; then let us get together and be done with this 
question once for all. There is one thing I shall say—and I have already 
submitted that I shall say nothing in anger—I shall beg my Honourable 
friends not to use expressions which they do, not really believe in. Mar- 
.riage is a sacrament. May I pause here, Sir, and say—I hope the House 
.will forgive this personal reference—I do not yield to anybody in this 
.House in my love and attachment to Hinduism. But my Hinduism does 
not represent a system which is an obstacle to progress. My Hinduism 
instead of being a hindrance is an inspiration for me to get along. I do 
myself feel that the marriage tie according to the Hindu religion is a 
.sacrament. I should he very sorry if it was looked upon as a contract. 
•A sacrament, yes. But I ask you to remember that a child of one . is 
brought forward and is married to another child of two, and you say 
that, is a sacrament. Do they understand what they/are going through 1 
I know that sometimes the child is asleep ; it cannot be kept awake be¬ 
cause it is brought along and married at 2 o’clock in the morning. And 
you call it a sacrament. You do not really believe that. Hindu society 
is living to-day because it has been undergoing changes with the chang< 
ing times. Hindu society would have been dead long ago if it were so 
narrow, so hidebound, so illiberal as some of my Honour-able friends 
represent it to be. Take all the old original rules of - Hindu society. 

I should feel very happy if all the Brahmins would get out of my profes¬ 
sion. All the Kshattriyas and Yaisyas would be very happy because 
there would he no competition with Brahmins and, others who now 
invade their professions. Let us look facts in the face; r ■ 

It is a most terrible question which we are considering to-day. I 
beg yon- most earnestly, to realise its gravity. I beg you not to make 
it a sort of party question. Even if I knew that .1 might not be elected 
next time for this speech of .mine,, still I should every time make, this 
speech and. not-come back to this Assembly. One Honourable Member 
-has said that-if Mr, Jayakar.had made , a declaration to. this effect, he 
would never have been, returned., .May T.sav that Lala Lajpat Hal 
is notorious,throughout ; India-for being a.social reformer, and still .at 
the last general election-he carried an amount, of influence which. I-know 
to my own advantage, for he helped me and I got in. Please let me assure 
the House that'our people are not so narrow as we imagine them to be. 

1 have gone about and talked on this question. Many a man has come to 
me and said, “ "What you say is right, but the difficulty is about cx- com.-, 
nmnication ” ; or “ I "quite see it, but if I do it, my uncle will get very 
nngry.” No one trots out the theory of a sacrament unless.it he some 
educated man with a felt cap and with glasses.. He has not the courage 
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to accept the reform, and he says, “ You forget that Herbert, Spencer 
f has said somewhere .that reform should not be violent. It should be in 
.•keeping with the general feeling of,the people And I have told him, 
“ Please let Herbert Spencer alone. Let'us get into grips with live 
'issues. ’ ’ 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya very rightly said, if I may 
be permitted . to say so, that in this question, not only 
^Hindus, but Muhammadans, Christians and Europeans are all interested. 
-1 was surprised to hear it said that a Muhammadan has no locus standi 
in this matter. What I said jokingly, I hope, will be true one day. 
-Suppose we had a Swaraj Government with Mr. Jinnah as our Prime 
Minister. And if this question came up, would my friends go up and 
say, “ Now, Mr. Jinnah, you are Prime Minister, but being a Muham- 
‘madan you have nothing to do with it.” I hope my friends will notice 
that Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya has said that it is the duty of every¬ 
body here to take up this question and see that we come to a right solu¬ 
tion. May I say a word to Government Members ? Many of you say. 
Oh, you are educated people, the intelligentsia. We move in the dis¬ 
tricts, we go about camping ; we are in touch with the masses ”,—whom 
! you are pleased to call the dumb millions—“ we are their friends ; we 
■look after-them and their interests ; it is we who can be expected to do 
something for them ”. Then here is the chance. Do it now. The 
- educated people have already given up the practice. I can assure you 
I am not going to marry my girl at the age of 12. It is the ignorant 
man in the villages avIio sticks to this practice, who is one of the dumb 
■millions, dumb millions being in inverted commas. Will you help him 
now ? If you are his friend, help him now. This measure will benefit 
those people more than it will benefit the hated intelligentsia. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi (Dacca Division : Muhammadan Rural) : I 
will not detain the House more than one or two minutes, but my two 
minutes will be unlike my Honourable friend, Munshi Iswar Saran’s “ one 
.word ” which ended in a speech extending over nearly half an hour. 
Sir, I want to associate myself entirely with my Honourable fx-iend Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya. He has given us a graphic description of tlxe 
whole position, and I support the Honourable the Home Member in the 
motion for circulating this Bill. I do so on principle. I believe that no 
'Bill should be introduced without its being .circulated, and a 
.Select Committee should not rush on with a Bill without 
eliciting public opinion. It is not fair that any Bill should 
"be so rushed through. There is a considerable feeling amongst the Hindu 
coromxxmty—I am told by my friend Mr. Ahmed that a Mussulman has no 
right to say anything about this Bill—I say that there is a considerable 
'feeling amongst the orthodox Hindus, particulai-ly in Bengal, and the Pan¬ 
dits of Navadivips there should have their say in this matter. After all, 
what does circulation mean ? The Select. Committee cannot sit before the 
next Session at Delhi, that is 5 months hence. Why cannot you-circulate 
the Bill now and elicit all views throughout India and get them ready for 
the Committee to consider 1 In asking for that I do not think the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member has asked for anything more than what the House 
ought reasonably to agree to. With these words, I beg to support the 
Honourable the Home Member’s motion. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya (South Areot cum Chingleput : Non-Mukam- 
mndan Rural) : Sir, I thank you and I thank my collengues here for 
their cheering. I take it they do recognize, that humble as I am, yet on 
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this^ question where the orthodox man has been so much maligned I have 
probably got something to say which they may with advantage hear Sir 
1 wash to be very brief (Hear, hear.) I am aware that I do not possess 
and cannot emulate the rhetorical flourishes of either Mr. Jayakar or 
Manshi Iswar Saran or the vehement indignation of Mr. Belvi ; and yet 
some of the sweeping assertions made by them call for a reply Sir when 
I hear words like these, “ can the laws of God be overridden by man-made 
law and so on, I am puzzled, Sir. I doubt if there is any one here who 
claims to have seen God or to have heard from Him His.Laws : if so I 
should certainly throw away all my sacred texts including the "Vedas and 
sit at the ±eet _ of any Lala or Munslii who lias , seen God and learn 
humbly from him God’s law. Therefore such empty platitudes will not 
do in a ease like this. And yet, Sir, to-day my soul also is among the 
prophets, and my humble orthodox self proposes to he for a little while 
among I am afraid to use the word—among the reformers, to a little 
. extent at any rate, because, Sir—and I wish to speak in a very matter 
iac t way-—I recognize that the measure before us is one which is of 
very great national importance. I am not, going to admit, because I do 
not believe, that the marriage system obtaining among Hindus has been 
the most baneful, the most pernicious system. Sir, I claim to have studied 
the Hindu system, to have read the history, of other systems also, as -far as 
was possible to my limited intelligence,* and comparing other ideals with 
the marriage ideals of the Hindu, I am here' bold enough to assert that 
no other community either in the past or at present has or can put forth 
an ideal which recognizes and teaches the girl the highest ideal of woman¬ 
hood, arid trains her from her childhood to suck it along with her mother’s 
m „ llk almost ;_that teaches the girl to think and say : ‘‘ Raja vti rajya hind vd 
ye me hhartha sa me prdbhuli ”—“ Prince or beggar, he, that is my wedded 
lord, is my god Nowhere else has any such ideal been taught as part 
of a girl s every day religion. Indeed, Sir, with all the defects mentioned, 
it has been possible for India to this day to produce so many—, I believe 
they are not one, two or three thousands but as many millions—of my 
sisters .and my daughters, living to this day up to the highest ideal of 
womanhood ! (Inaudible interruptions), Yes. Here marriage is not 
a matter that is to he settled after the ecstasies of the ball-room or the ethics 
of the divorce court, but has to be settled as a sacred function. (Mr. T. G. 
Gomuctmi : “ In the marriage market.”) I am very sorry that here is a 
brother of mine claiming to be horn a Hindu who thinks like that; I 
fear within his Hindu body lives a European soul ; I am sorry for 
him, but I am not going to be offended. He is doing an injustice to his own 
sisters and mothers. Sir, the marriage market exists everywhere; where 
does it not exist 1 . This world everywhere is very very imperfect;.and 
thcrerfore, comparatively speaking, where is the society, where is the 
community where marriage does not take place with a pecuniary element 
in the background, nay in the foreground ? But there is much less pro- 
Meercng hero, very much less; because our girls may not later on say as 
aiose married under a contract : “ I was given a false notion of his wealth 
and position and was misled into marrying him, and therefore now want a 
'AT* ’ Thero 710 suc h thing here. However, we are dealing now with 
Tr La n V' rriages ancl not with marriage markets. Sir, the whole point is this. 
JWmn wl?* 1 ?'^ 11 admitted even by my esteemed friend. Pandit Madan 
* at a vi} a, that unfortunately child-marriage is too often the case. 
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Although in my own part of the country I do not believe that a child 
of over two-years is married—I am no,t aware of that—yet it has come to 
our notice; and these things are very sad records. 1 agree with the 
last speaker, that these early marriages ought to be prohibited, and I do 
not believe that orthodox Hindu opinion, that regards marriage as a sacra¬ 
ment, that regards the bond of wedlock not only as of the bodies of the 
two together but as of the two souls, will seriously object or will at all 
object to any laAv that says that marriage before a certain minimum age 
will be regarded as null and void. 

Mr. T. Prakasam (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Is it a marriage before the age of one 1 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : I sav iimdu orthodox opinion will not object 
to our legislating that marriages before a certain minimum age—my own 
opinion is that it must be ten at the present day—is against the Shasiras, and 
so null and void. Therefore I think that, though Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviya is very right in the view he has advanced, that we must take our 
people with us, nevertheless this question has been agitating the minds of 
many men, and I believe our women have been talking about it also more 
than ourselves. 1 have had, Sir, many a talk with my good old woman 
at home (Loud Laughter) ; and I do believe that the opinion of my sisters 
is quite in favour, as far as I have enquired, of such a kind of legislation, 
and that is why I have ventured on this occasion to go so far as to support 
this Bill warmly. Some of my proposed amendments indeed to this Bid 
go in one respect farther than Ilai Sahib Ilarbilas Sarda’s draft ; 1 think 
that marriage should not be, generally speaking, among the bulk of the 
Hindus, celebrated before fourteen ; provided however that a Hindu 
gird of not less than ten years should be allowed to be betrothed accord¬ 
ing to the tenets of her religion or sect. Sir, the whole trouble is a 
trouble of words ; because as soon as the word “ marriage ” is uttered, 
to a non-Ilindu the impression is conveyed that the boy and girl would 
be living together as man and wife ; it is not so in Hindu society. 
Among us, this betrothal is the real sacrament. ... 

Mr. M. A. Jinnali (Bombay City -. Muhammadan Urban) : May I ask 
the Honourable Member if marriage is sacred to the wife or to the husband? 
I am only seeking information. 

{An Honourable Member : “ To the husband.”) 

Mr. M. K. Acharya The truly ignorant can certainly be educated, 
but the seemingly wise cannot be. If however my friend really wants the 
information, he can have it : the Hindu ideal is that the man and wife 
become one indissoluble unity and there is no husband apart from the wife, 
nor wife apart from the husband. (Some inaudible interruptions). I 
refuse to give way to these interruptions; 1 hey are not the points before 
the House. Now, to the best of my knowledge, orthodox Hindu opinion is 
against the unorthodox and irreligious manner in which baby girls are 
given away in marriage; and therefore legislation for making marriages 
below a certain age invalid will, I think, be acceptable to my orthodox 
community'. There will be some difficulty, 1 recognize, in the case of cer¬ 
tain sections in Northern India, particularly where it has become a bad 
custom to celebrate very early marriages. There may be some difficulty 

in these people adjusting themselves to the new 
‘ l;nv; but that cannot be helped. There will always 

be some little trouble in enforcing a new law; but I hope that they' will soon 

D 
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come into line with the legislation we are making. That, Sir, is the whole 
purpose of the legislation before the House, as 1 imderstand it. For the 
rest, X think we ought to leave out all these comparisons of ideals and 
customs as beside the point. The tears of the widow certainly are very 
tragic - L but they are not more tragic than the sighs of the unmarried; and 
if in India there are so many widows resigned to their lot, in other 
countries there are so many restless maids running, panting, hankering 
after husbands and not succeeding in catching any. Which is the greater 
social evil 1 We are not here to set the world aright. As Swami Yiveka- 
nanda well said, if you drive rheumatism from the head, it goes to the neck; 
if you drive it from the neck, it goes to the loins; and if you drive it from 
the loins it goes to the foot, likewise in this world some amount ox evil there 
is and there will always be ; we cannot help it ; we are 
not God. God himself has created this world as a mixture of good 
and evil ; and it is impossible to eliminate all the evils in society, no matter 
what amount of rhetoric my friends over there may indulge in. We 
can only correct some of our own mistakes. Therefore, 1 am supporting 
the general principle of this Bill. Of course the Bill is not very satis¬ 
factory as it is drawn ; and my difficulty in agreeing to send it foi 
circulation is this : that I fear people would not approve of the Bill 
as it is. I do not, in the first place, like the magistrate being brought 
in here ; and I do not think that the age of 12 is a proper one to be 
applied to all communities. Tbe Bill, as it is, is not likely to elicit a very 
favourable public opinion—that is my fear. Probably with some of the 
amendments which have been suggested the Bill may receive very much 
more favourable comment from many people than the Bill as it is drawn. 
Therefore, Sir, as somebody has suggested, I would like to know if the 
Government will not kindly undertake to circulate the Bill for opinion, while 
the Select Committee is being appointed. The Committee is not going to 
meet for the next five months. Government have obliged Sir IXari Singh 
Gour and circulated his very objectionable Bill for opinion even before the 
Bill came up here. I may say that this is a Bill on which we are all much 
keener than on Sir Hari Singh Gour’s Bill. So, if the.Government will 
kindly meet the washes of the House, and circulate the Bill for opinion, 
and if meantime the Select Committee is also appointed, xve may be able 
to put our heads together, and in the next five months I hope we shall be 
able to obtain the intelligent co-operation of all sections of the Hindu 
community, so that we may be able to pass this measure as early as possible. 

I have been here these four years, and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya 
•knows probably more than I do, that it is very difficult to get a non-offieial 
Bill passed and put on the Statute-book. It has to pass through our 
House and then to go through the other House, and then there are the gods 
above ! And all these stages cannot be got through within the life-time 
of this Assembly" unless we hurry up. Therefore let this be said to the 
credit of Pandit Madan Molian Malaviya, that before he becomes too old 
t» come into this House again—that this measure has been placed on the 
Statute-book with his co-operation and with the co-operation of all the 
others who feel like him. As an orthodox Hindu, I do say that there is 
nothing in this Bill which can be said to be against the Shastras, which 
can he said to he against the orthodox opinion rightly interpreted. I do 
not wish to go into all those questions about the Yedic texts and the 
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Upanishadic and the Smritic texts and all that. If I do, yon. Sir, will 
dome down Upon me for having taken 'up so much time. Even if I had 
seven days given to me I could go on lecturing about the subject if my 
friends had the patience to listen ; but I shall not do so because it will 
not be relevant, that is the unfortunate thing about it. For the reasons 
I have advanced, Sir, I support my friend, Kumar Ganganand Sinha’s 
motion that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee ; and I would ask 
the Government to help us by circulating this and getting the opinion 
of those who are qualified to give an opinion ; and I would lastly earnestly 
appeal to my friends, the reformers, not to be so very sure that they alone 
or always are sane. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I do not agree with the remarks which have 
fallen from the lips of one Honourable Member of this House that 
because this Bill relates only to Hindus, therefore Muslims have no 
loriift slanrli in the matter. Sir, I believe that a measure which relates 
to the well-being of the bulk' of the population of this country 
relates to the Muslims as well as to the Hindus. The late Sir Sved 
Ahmed always used to say that India was a beautiful bride and that. 
Hindus and Muslims were her two eyes and if one eye of the bride was 
disfigured her face would be spoiled and disfigured. So the measure 
which relates to the well-being of the bulk of the masses of this country 
is one in which both the communities are interested equally. 

Now, Sir, as regards the motion before the House I submit that none 
of the Honourable Members who have spoken in favour of sending tlie 
motion for eliciting public opinion have said that a measure, like this 
is not urgently required. My Honourable and esteemed friend, Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya, has himself quoted such appalling figures which 
show the very necessity and urgency of such a measure as the present 
one. Noav, Sir, they say that because this is a very important Bill, there¬ 
fore let it go for circulation for obtaining public opinion. Now may I 
ask him. what does he mean by public opinion 1 Does lie mean ibe 
opinion of tlie educated classes in India or of the uneducated masses in 
the villages who are altogether ignorant of the ways and manners of social 
reforms ? If lie means by public opinion the opinions of the Judges of 
High Courts, members of Bar Libraries and other institutions in the 
country (An Honourable Member •. “ Chambers of Commerce.”), I sub¬ 
mit, lie is not right when he says that their opinion has not been obtained 
on the subject. Is there anybody who will say that tlie educated classes 
in this country are against the principle of the Bill before the House ? 
Now, Sir, Honourable gentlemen have said that we have not yet obtained 
the opinion of the public on the, subject. There too, T respectfully sub¬ 
mit that the statement is not correct. Have you not been holding social 
conferences along with the Indian National Congress for many years— 
at least for the last twenty years—and have you not discussed this ques¬ 
tion very thoroughly and elaborately in those conferences and passed 
resolutions in favour of such a measure ? Was that eliciting public 
opinion or not ? Was (be opinion expressed in those conferences public 
opinion or not ? If you have not a volume of public opinion expressed 
for the last twenty years. I do not understand what good it will he if this 
Bill is again sent out for circulation to got the view of a feu- nigh Court 
Judges and a few Judicial Secretaries to Local Governments and Bar 
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Libraries. They cannot say anything more than -wliat is on the record 
already. If, on the other hand, by public opinion you mean the opinion 
of the ignorant masses in the villages, then I submit that you will never 
get an opinion in your favour from them and you will find that they 
are against this measure and if, in spite of the urgency and necessity of 
this measure which you yourself claim for, you rely upon such opinions, 
you will have to drop the measure. Will you drop it because the ignor¬ 
ant masses are against it ? (An Honourable Member : “It will have to 
be dropped.” (Another Honourable Member : ** They are not against it..”) 
I submit not. Therefore, I say it is no use to delay a measure like this ; 
it is no use sending it out for eliciting public opinion. Measures about 
which public opinion has not been ascertained are sent out for eliciting 
public opinion. But. here we are already in possession of full public 
opinion on a question like this, and therefore I say that it is impossible 
to add anything more to the knowledge which you have already got on 
this question. Why do you want to attempt an impossibility and say 
“ Send this Bill for eliciting public opinion ? ” As my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Acharya has said, it is very difficult to get a non-offieial 
measure through the Legislature. Do we not know that Bills, of which 
notice was given three years and even four years ago, have not yet 
reached the Select Committee stage ? 

T do not think that if you delay the passage of this Bill, if you send 
it out for the purpose of eliciting public opinion, you will he able-to pass 
this Bill during the life time of ibis Assembly. Now, tell us ouce for all 
whether you want this measure or you do' not want it. If really the 
Hindus do not want it, if they are really against the raising of the mar¬ 
riageable age, then let them drop the matter altogether. It is not for 
me to say that you should either accept or reject this measure, but if 
yon really think that it would be a beneficial measure and that it must 
he put on the Statute-book, then. Sir, it would he futile to say that the 
Bill should he sent out for eliciting public opiniou. Let. us hurry it up, 
and let us pass this Bill as soon as we can. With these words, T support 
the motion. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Sir, I had no intention of wasting the time 
of this House by speaking on this Bill and expressing my views whether 
it should be circulated for eliciting public opinion or whether it should 
be committed to a Select Committee, firstly, because I get. so little an 
opportunity of speaking here that I thought I had better not open my 
lips ; secondly, because I have already earned an unenviable reputation 
in Trans-Atlantic countries for my views upon legislation of this 
type ; and. thirdly, because there were so many important Bills to come after 
this, that T was naturally anxious that this Bill should be disposed of 
quickly in order that, we may have some amount of non-official legislation 
at Last in the present Assembly. As my friend, Maulvi Muhammad 
Yakub, has pointed out. it is not. possible for any non-official Bill to he 
enacted into lav in this House if the Government chooses to oppose it. 
In fact. I do not. know if up till now after the reformed constitution has 
neon at work during the last seven years, any non-official Bill has become 
law, firstly because it is very difficult to get it passed here, and, secondly. 
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if wo tan at all pass it here, there is the House of our Elders where 
the members of the bureaucracy are in a majority and so it is impossible 
to have it passed there ; and even if we succeed in getting it passed 
there, there is the certifying power of His Excellency the Governor 
General. Therefore, Sir, I do not think that either my friend Rai Sahib 
Ilarbilas Sarda or those friends who are so eager to have such legislation 
would at all regret that it is proposed that this Bill should be circulated 
for public opinion. I can well understand the reason of the Government 
for making such a proposal, and it is this. In measures of this character, 
the Government does not want to irritate—if I may use that expression— 
a certain section of our community whom my friend Mr. Jayakar has 
ehavacl orised as the unenlightened portion of our community ; and 
evidently my friend Mr. Jayakar thinks that people of enlightened 
views like ourselves, should thrust our views upon the unenlightened 
masses. That is not exactly my view, Sir. I have said this more than 
once in this House, that social matters should not be made the subject of 
legislation. That is my view, and it was unfortunate that my friend 
Mr. Ilarbilas Sarda, a life-long official, should have taken pains to draft 
a Bill of this character, because he cannot foi'get that he has ceased to 
be an official now and that he is sitting here as a representative of the 
people. Clauses 5 and 6 of the Bill would require me, Amar Nath Dutt, 
to go with folded hands to the Magistrate, (Laughter), to my friend 
over there, Mr. Donovan, and take his permission to allow me to marry 
my daughter—of‘course I have no daughter now t/O be married as I have 
already married her (Laughter)—but I have a grand-da ughter, and I 
shall have to take his permission. (Laughter.) That is tin* thing ; that is 
the official mind. Sir, I object that any such legislation should at all be 
considered in this House. (An Hanoxirable Member : Quite so ”.) 

The Bill should be thrown out. But when I find that at, Last a dilatory 
men ion lias been brought forward which in due course of time will kill 
this Bill, T should like to side with the members of the bureaucracy and 
support the motion t,hat lias been brought forward by the Honourable the 
Home Member, because, as you know, Sir, adversity makes strange bed 
fellows. Sir, I regret that the House has wasted a whole day' on such a 
simple question like this, namely, whether this Bill should be circulated 
for public opinion or whether it should go to a Select Committee, because 
as Honourable Members are aware, we had only two non-official days for 
Bills. As my friend has pointed opt, we all know what sort of public 
opinion flic Government elicits in matters of this kind. But when I found 
that elders whom we have been hearing from our childhood have with the 
advance of age become more garrulous and taken up the time of the House, 
I thought that I should also make myself hold to submit my own views 
before this House, risking my reputation of being a very orthodox Hindu, 
though T am not one. I do not know whether there is any one in the 
galleiios or elsewhere who may have materials for another book a year or 
two later and who will do me the honour of quoting me. Be that as it 
may. Sir, I oppose the motion that the Bill he taken into consideration, 
and failing that, I support the motion made by the Honourable the Home 
Member. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya (Madras : Indian Commerce) I move. Sir, 
that the question be now put. 

Mr. President : The question is that the question be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 
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Mr. President : The original question was : 

‘ ‘ That the Bill to regulate the marriages of children amongst the Hindus bo taken 
into consideration. ’ ’ 

Since which two amendments have been moved : 

(1) “ That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee ”, 

and 

(2) “ That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinions thereon.” 

The question I have to put is : 

‘ ‘ That the last amendment bo made, namely, that the Bill be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinions thereon.” 

t 

The Assembly divided. 
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Kabul Singh Bahadur, Captain. 
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Abdul Haye, Mr. 

Abdullah Haji Kasim, Khan Bahadur 
Haji. 

Acharya, Mr. M. K. 

Badi-uz-Zaraan, Maulvi. 

Bhaiguva, Pandit Thakur Das. 
Chalmers, Mr. T. A. 

Ohaman Lall, Diwan 
Chuudor, Mr. Nirmal Chundcr. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Crawford, Colonel J. D 
Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Pandit Nilakanthi. 

Dutt, Mr-. Ainar Nath. 

Dutta, Till'. Srish Chandia. 

Parooklii, Mr. Abdul Bat if Salieb. 
Ghnzanfnr Ali Khan, Baja. 

Gidney, Liout.-Colonel II A, J. 
Goswanti, Mr. T. C. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Gulab Singh, Sardar. 

Haji, Mr. Sarabhai Nemehand. 

Ismail Khan, Mr. 

Iswar Saran, Munshi. 

Iyengar, Mr. A. Rangaswami. 

Iyengar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

Jayalcar, Mr. hi. R. 

Jinnah, Mr. M. A. 

Jogia.li, Mr. Yaraliagiri Venkata. 


Kartar Singh, Sardar. 

Kidwai, Mr. Bafl Ahmad. 

Kunzru, Pandit Hirday Nath. 

Lajpat Rai, Lala. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Muhammad Nawaz Khan, Lieut. Sardar. 
Muklitar Singh, Mr. 

Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Pandya, Mr. Vidya Sagar. 

Prakaeam, Mr. T. 

Rajali, Rao Bahadur M. C. 
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Ruthnaswamy, Mr. M. 

Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilns. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Mohammad. 

Slicrvani, Mr. T. A. K 
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Singh, Kumar Rananjaya. 
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Singh, Mr. Ram Narayan. 
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Sinha, Mr. Siddheswar. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 


The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : The question I have to put is : 

“ That the first amendment bo now made, namely, that the Bill bo referred to a 
Select Committee.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 
16th September, 1927. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Friday, 16th September, 1927. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

' Resumption of Through Running in the East Coast Section of the 

Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

Mr, M. K. Acharya : With your permission, Sir, I wish to ask a short 
notice question. Can Government say when through running is likely 
to be possible on the East Coast section of the Bengal Nagpur Railway 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : We have heard from the Agent that further 
damage has been caused to the line by recent heavy rains, and September 
the 24th is now the earliest date on which the line is expected to be opened 
to through running. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : You cannot say for certain ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am afraid not. It won’t be open before the 
24tli and 1 cannot be certain that it will be then 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL OF STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly : The following Message has been received 
from the Secretary, Council of State : 

" I am directed to inform you tlmt the Couneil of State have, at their meeting 
held on the 15tli September, 1927, agreed without any amendments to the following 
Bills which were passed by the Legislative Assembly on the 8th September, 1927: 

A Bill to amend the law relating to the fostering and development of the 
bamboo paper industry in British India. 

A Bill to amend the Indian Securities Act, 1920, for certain purposes. ’ ’ 


BILL PASSED BY THE COUNCIL OF STATE LAID ON THE TABLE. 

In accoi'dance with Rule 25 of the Indian Legislative Rules I lay 
on the table the Bill further to amend the Aden Civil and Criminal Jus- 
tice Act, 1865, in order to make further provision for the jurisdiction 
thereunder of the High Coui-t of Judicature at Bombay, which was passed 
by the Council of State at its meeting of the 15th September, 1927. 


THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home Member) : Sir I move that 
the Bill further to amend the Indian Penal Code and the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898, for a certain purpose, as reported by the Select Com¬ 
mittee, be taken into considei'ation. 

( 4459 ) 



4460 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[16th Sept. 1927. 


[Mr. J. Crerar.] 

In moving that motion I do not think that I need detain the House 
at any length. The general principles and intentions of the Bill were 
fully discussed in this House at an earlier stage. The Bill,, as Honour¬ 
able Members will see, has undei-gone very thorough examination before 
a very large and representative Select Committee and, as it now returns 
to the House, is in a form considerably, restricted. The criticisms which 
were passed in the House were carefully taken into consideration, more 
especially those relating to bona fide discussion, and, in-particular, dis¬ 
cussions of religious matters by persons who in good faith desire religious 
reform. Keeping these considerations carefully in mind, Ihe Committee 
have redrafted the Bill and introduced restrictions . which I think will 
satisfy those who had apprehensions on that point. 

Sir, I move. 

Mr. A. Ranga-swami Iyengar (Tanjore - cum. Trichinopoly.: Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, it is with a good deal of reluctance and 
hesitation that I consider it my duty to oppose .the motion of the 
Honourable the Home Member on principle. In doing so. Sir, I fully 
realise the fact that the leaders of. the principal parties -in the House 
have conceded the need for some measure-of this sort at the present 
juncture. I also realise, Sir, that the Select Committee on which I had 
the honour to serve have removed from the Bill many of its objectionable 
features. 

Mr. President : Is not the Honourable Member’s voice, a voice in 
the wilderness ! 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar (raising his voice) : I also realise, Sir, 
that in the state of atmosphere in which this Bill is being discussed and 
passed in this House, my voice will be a voice in the wilderness. But, 
Sir, my voice is raised on behalf of the elementary right- of freedom of 
speech and writing which ought to exist in this country. . And I 
think although to-day the House may not be in a mood'to accept 
what I say, the House will no doubt soon regret that there was 
any necessity to pass a measure of this kind. I think, Sir, 
in so far as this Bill is concerned, it is one more addition to the large 
catalogue of repressive measures in this country. We have been com¬ 
plaining that the law of sedition, that the law under section 153-A in 
regard to communal hatred, is so wide and so sweeping that the exercise 
of the rights of legitimate criticism, of freedom of speech and writing in 
the Press and on the platform, has been very severely restricted ; and 
that many of the greatest patriots of this country have been sent to jail 
under the sweeping provisions of the existing law, i.e., sections 124-A 
and 153-A. Sir, the question is whether in this country, thinking calmly, 
not under excitement or under the-influence of communal or other feeling, 
we can really seriously afford to add to this catalogue of repressive laws. 
The whole position, Sir, is this. I do not for a moment desire to be taken 
as bf any sense asking for immunity for scurrilous or defamatory or 
libellious or even seditious writings. I am as keen as anybody in this 
House for summary and proper punishment of such offences. . But, Sir, 
to punish scurrilous writings by the ordinary law of the land is one 
lung ; but to add to the catalogue of repressive laws in this country is 
quite another thing ; and it is because this constitutes a definite addition 
xo the repressive laws of this land that I, Sir, having to do with this 
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matter—having to have my being, my bread, my profession, my public- 
duties, having to discharge my public services through newspapers and 
speeches and writings—that I consider that the perils of the newspaper¬ 
man, of the public speaker, are already huge enough in all conscience for 
the Government now to try to add to them. There may have been occasions- 
when, owing to Some accident or owing to a bona fide interpretation of 
laws, the views of particular Judges may or may not have commended 
themselves to the common sense of the community affected by the judg¬ 
ment. There may have been also a necessity—I do not want to discuss 
it here—when a particular judgment may have placed the law in such 
doubt that it may be necessary to make clear the interpretation of the 
law as it stands. But, Sir, to interpret the law or make clear doubts 
that may exist on the law is one thing ; to try to create a new offence, 
to try to add to the repressive laws under which pressmen and publicists 
may be brought is quite another thing, and so far as I can see the existing 
law—even if it may require to be properly interpreted by any particular 
measure of this House—the existing law is, as I say, more than sufficient 
to deal with transgressions from the ordinary law of libel or the ordinary 
law by which communal good will may be promoted. 

I desire in the next place to point out that so far as this offence is 
concerned, we in this House can view it from two aspects. Either because 
of the scurrilous or libellious nature of a particular pamphlet or writing, 
that pamphlet injures a particular man or a particular group of men, and 
in that case it is a damage or injury to that man or group. Then that 
should be taken on the basis of the ordinary law of libel or defamation, 
because it is injuring the particular rights of a particular man or a parti¬ 
cular group of persons. We are not now concerned with this, because 
the proper course then will be for the Government to come up with the 
addition of another clause to the law of defamation of the country. I 
take it the raison d’etre of the Bill before the House is the fact that these 
scurrilous writings have a tendency, a definite tendency, to disturb the 
public peace and tranquillity, to incite to violence or to other crimes. If 
that is so, that ought to be made perfectly clear in the section itself. As 
I have always held, both the law of sedition and the law about incitement 
to communal hatred can only be justified in this country, not only by the 
tendency which they may have in producing mere feelings of enmity, hatred 
or contempt, but the fact that they have a definite tendency to incite to 
violence or the commission of any crime or the disturbance of public 
tranquillity or order. That is the basis upon which the law of sedition is 
administered in England. That is the basis on which the law of sedition 
has not been administered in India, and that is the reason why the greatest 
partriots of the land have been sent to jail on the law of sedition of this 
country. If that is the case in regard to the law of sedition in regard to 
patriots who hnve'been discharging their public duty, this law which deals 
with religious feelings and religious prejudices, will lead to the creation 
of such a sweeping class of offences that il will be very difficult] to say 
what may or may not constitute an offence under this category of offences. 
I quite agree that the Select Committee have done their best to circumscribe 
the offence and also to provide safeguards for the manner in which its 
provisions have to be administered. But I say on principle there is no 
ground whatever for placing this law on the Statute-book. I speak with 
all deference to the leaders who have said that this law oueht to be enacted 
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at the present time ; but I think that the real way of putting down these 
scurrilous writings and these inflammatory pamphlets is to educate public 
opinion in the country properly. After all, Government must really rely 
upon public opinion to see that law and order are preserved and that there 
is no breach of the public peace ; and so long as they cannot get public 
opinion on their side, it does mean that there is something wrong in the 
methods which they adopt ; they do not prove on the other hand that 
there is any necessity for adding to the list of crimes in this country. I 
therefore say, Sir, that, in so far as this law imposes obligations of a most 
onerous character on the Press and public of tills country, it is a law 
which is totally uncalled for. It is all right for those who do not have 
directly to deal with the duties of publication to say what they Hive ; but 
we who are eternally concerned with the printing and publishing of news, 
views and what not—it is for us who have actually to db with it to find 
out whether this particular law is safe enough to protect us in the discharge 
of duties which we in our profession have to discharge ; and I say, that 
however much leaders of public opinion in this country, however much 
leaders of parties and leadei's of communities and leaders in political life 
might think that these communal disturbances have been going on so 
long that we ought to take some steps to prevent them, it is not they who 
can fully realise where the shoe pinches. We, Sir, know where the shoe 
pinches. It is all right to say that a particular pamphlet is inflammatory 
and that somebody should be locked up at once for it ; but before that 
somebody is locked up for it there are innumerable press agencies and 
innumerable newspapers who would be caught in the net before that 
single man—who may be a very insignificant individual and may or may 
not be affected by the proceedings taken against him—is locked up. He 
will not be affected to the extent that the publisher is affected by this Bill. 
The whole question is whether there is sufficient protection for the honest 
publisher and the honest printer who- may in the course of bis duties have 
to print and publish these pamphlets. I concede, that so far as the' 
section itself is concerned, the words “ maliciously and deliberately ” 
have been introduced, and to that extent it is a safeguard. But, Sir, it 
is not always that these concessions are made to pressmen ; the pressmen 
have been put to a great deal of trouble in having to prove their Iona fidcs 
iu courts ; and therefore whatever may be the protection that we mav 
get under this Bill—and, as T say, I concede fully that, the Bill has gone 
as far as possible, once it is conceded that a Bill of this kind is necessary— 

I do not see that there is any necessity for this Bill at all. I cannot 
see that it is necessary to add to the provisions of the existing Penal Code 
in this behalf and if the interpretation of particular provisions of the 
1 enal Code has been rendered doubtful by reason of conflicting judgments, 
idl that is necessary to do is to clear that doubt. Beyond that° Sir I 
say we cannot go. and no case can be made out for interfering with our 
fundamental liberties of free speech and writing. 

Sir, I oppose the motion. 


RurJn ' ?•' C r’ KeIkar ( Bomba y Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 

s " pp °, rt tI,e , mm i on tbat th « Bill be taken into con- 
bftfore it is ' T 11 ! t . 1C 10 ^ e tb «t it Mill be considerably improved 

her 0 f f} le V , r , ha .y, e B°t I® make my position.clear as I wad a mem- 
Committee and have also written one or two dissenting 
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minutes, and therefore I will state my position before the House clearly, 
though not perhaps very briefly. 

In the first place, I must say this—that my mind instinctively rebels 
against the creation of a new offence. But even conceding that some 
measure of this nature is necessary to pnt a restraint upon scurrilous 
writings, we must at the same time see that this new offence, this new penal 
legislation, is hedged round with necessary and wholesome qualifications. 
For after all it stands to reason that the remedy in the ease of any disease 
must not be worse than the disease itself. Now, with regard to the kind 
of people with whom we have got to deal in a matter like this, I think we 
can easily put them under three categories. The first category is of those 
who are willing to wound but afraid to strike ; the second is of those who 
are willing to wound and also not afraid to strike ; and the third is of 
those who are willing to strike but unwilling to wound. I think that is 
a comprehensive list of categories and that will help us clearly to see how 
we should deal with each category in its order. 

Now, with regard to the first category, namely, those who are willing 
to wound but afraid to strike, I think the law may leave them alone ; the 
law can not touch them ; after all they are guilty merely of criminal 
intentions, and they need not be penalised for that. They are impotent 
malevolents and they may be left safely to stew in their own juice ; and 
we all know, as Emerson has said, that the best furnace is that which con¬ 
sumes its own smoke, let this smoking chimney consume its own smoke and 
not come into the public with it. We will leave the impotent malevolent 
there. 

Then I come to the second category—men who are willing to wound 
and also not afraid to strike malevolently. Here is a clear case in which 
the law must intervene and punish this class of persons. But the real 
difficulty in a measure like this is about the third category of people, 
namely, people who are willing to strike, who honestly think they must 
strike, but yet are unwilling to wound ; and in my opinion, what the 
Select Committee has failed to do is to put sufficient hedging round this 
new penal legislation so that adequate protection may be given to this 
third category of people. 

Now, among these three categories of people you will see, Six*, how 
easily they can all be disposed of. The malicious coward is his own senti¬ 
nel ; he keeps guard on his own mind and does not come out with action ; 
therefore we need not trouble about him. The malicious man of action 
is his own accuser and he cannot get any protection. But it is the honest 
and benevolent but frank critic that, requires the greatest protection, and 
we must see in this House that we give it to him. We are all aware that 
criticism has played a very great part in reform and progress of civilisa¬ 
tion in this world ; and even when we sit down to legislate in a. panic -we 
must take a very -wide view of things and allow this useful agency of criti¬ 
cism to go on doing its work. Law. in comparison with criticism, ha-, a 
strictly limited purpose. It can and also must tell people in exact and pre¬ 
cise terms as to what they may not do. The educative operation of law 
is after all more negative than positive. The law tells people that., certain 
things may not be done—not that certain things should be or must be done. 
It leaves man to bis own degree of education and refinement and bene¬ 
volence. I have' often fancifully compared in my own mind the law to a 
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toll bar on the road, for it lays down a limit beyond which you shall not 
go without paying a toll of punishment or penalty. But at the same time, 
a law, like that toll bar on the road, never undertakes to see what the 
speed of your car has been until after you approach or pass that turn¬ 
pike or toll bar. There is a limit to action definitely and inexorably fixed, 
and the law insists that, if you want to transgress or go beyond that line, 
you must pay the penalty. 

Then, Sir, I have absolute^ no doubt in my own mind, and I do hope 
that this House also will have absolutely no doubt in its own mind, as to 
the classes of people who require protection ; and therefore we must insist 
that they shall get that protection. I will put before this House the cate¬ 
gories I have got in my own mind, and that list of .Categories is almost in 
a gradually descending order of merit. First, I think the law must give 
protection to the sly sceptic—the doughty doubter. The service he renders 
to mankind is that lie spreads a very wholesome contagion of doubt and 
unbelief and you often feel that by his magic touch the sands of belief 
and settled opinion slide and shift away from under your, feet as when 
you stand in a swift current of a river. • 

Then I claim protection, Sir, also for the diligent sociologist. He 
has obvious zeal for accurately noting down facts which may serve as data 
for generalization, and in that task he often has got to note down and expose 
sometimes even vulgar facts, because without the exposure of such vulgar 
details of religious or public life no useful generalizations can be drawn. 

Then, Sir, I claim protection for the cold rationalist before the blast 
of whose trumpet of reason the walls of dogma , and authority fall like 
the walls of Jericho. 

Then again, I claim protection, Sir, for the absent-minded philosopher 
whose very wide range of genei-alisation is in itself a guarantee that he 
only looks at the wood of society and simply forgets the trees of person¬ 
alities. For this philosopher I claim protection. 

Then I would claim protection even for the mischievous but kindly 
humourist. We all know that he contributes greatly to the enjoyment 
of pleasantry in the social world, and yet we know that he sweeps the cob¬ 
webs of egotism and superstition from the inner corners of men’s minds 
by the gentle breeze of ridicule. 

And lastly, I will go further and claim protection even for the 
apparently merciless satirist who uses the knife but only in the spirit of 
a surgeon when performing what may be a necessary operation for the 
good of society. 

For all these classes of people, Sir, I do claim protection from the law 
and against the law. Sir, it will be remembered that this is not the first 
time in the history of the world, when we are grappling with great con¬ 
troversial issnes—social and religions issues. Every age had its own 
critics, though of course they were endowed with a wide variety of tem¬ 
peraments and a varying degree of culture and refinement, but who suc¬ 
ceeded by their criticism in the common purpose of reform and regcnera- 
; 10n r ' r society. We all know, Sir, that the crude and blunt Luther 
hammer and nailed the interrogatories to the door of the 

<-J is ted Church, hut we also know that there was Erasmus before him. 
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who served the same good purpose by taking his readers on an imaginary 
tour to Heaven and revealed to them the miserable plight in which the 
saints and the so-called religious men were living there. We know 
Rousseau who was blunt and even vulgar, but there was side by side with 
him also Voltaire who was sly and mischievous ; but both accomplished 
the same purpose, each in his own way, and that purpose was the bringing 
of the body politic and society to a higher level. 

Now, even in our own time, what do we see ? We have seen great 
issues very reasonably discussed from various points of view. And from 
the religious aspect I may name issues whose greatness will be appreci¬ 
ated by my simply mentioning them. Now, have not people in our own 
time dealt with the question of the historicity of Christ ? The love affairs 
of Lord Krishna have also been made the subject of plentiful speculation 
and argument. The home life of Mahomad, as we have all seen, has been 
a subject of criticism, and the gluttony of Buddha has been criticised, 
because we know that some people accuse Lord Buddha of dying on 
account of over-eating of mutton. Now, touching the social aspect- of con¬ 
troversy, I may mention subjects which are quite familiar in our own 
society and times. For instance, we have in India child marriage, birth 
control, widowhood. Certainly these questions are not very easy of ta’eat- 
ment, and yet we see critics who are endowed with a wider vision and who 
are animated at heart by real benevolence to society—we have seen these 
great problems discussed and controverted without harming anybody. But 
all this of course is done in good faith, and the generation of men who do 
these things is not yet gone and spent. 

My real difficulty, therefore, about the Select Committee’s Report is 
that it does not give adequate protection to people in our own generation 
who are actuated by benevolence to society and offer criticism instead of 
facts in pure good faith and honesty of purpose. It is for the purpose of 
pointing this out prominently to this House that I have stood up to 
support the motion that the Bill be taken into consideration, but I do hope 
also that the Bill will be greatly modified. 

Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan (Bast Central Punjab : Muhammadan) : Sir, 
I congratulate the Government on their wisdom in introducing this 
measure in this House to meet the situation which has unfortunately 
been created outside this Chamber in the wide world of India. Sir, 
I have listened to the philosophic speech of the Honourable Mr. Ivelkar 
which, I must confess, is not quite comprehensible to an ordinary person 
like myself but is quite worthy of the ancient philosophers. Sir, I am 
sorry to see that Honourable Members sitting in the serene atmosphere 
of this Chamber either forget or do not realise the tragedies which are 
enacted outside this Chamber. I cannot understand that the responsible 
representatives of the people should show such utter indifference to 
what is happening outside. 

Now, Sir. speaking about my own province where a great trouble re¬ 
cently happened, I may say that three communities, rather virile com¬ 
munities, exist side by side—Hindus. Muhammadans and Sikhs—and 
two at any rate of these communities are considered to belong to the 
martial races. They are very inflammable and I think that all three of 
them are liable to religious excitement. The atmosphere not only in 
the Punjab but all over India is surcharged with great excitement and 
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with great religious differences and on the top of this, a man suddenly 
comes out, rather insignificant and obscure perhaps, not known to many, 
and he launches a speech or he issues a pamphlet grossly insulting the 
religion' of others and maliciously attributing motives or conduct to the 
founders of religions which others follow;. Now, Sir, this obscure 
man is the cause of very great unhappiness to the people. lie inflames 
passions which are not easy to control. He excites people to a pitch 
which inevitably leads to strife and trouble. I know that Honourable 
Members are aware that the feeling of animosity existing between the 
different communities has reached that unhappy stage which certainly 
cannot lead to the peaceful progress of this country. The economic, 
social and political life of this country is suffering a grievous set-back 
and I cannot understand how under- these circumstances any patriotic 
individual can condone or allow a man of this type to enjoy any liberty 
of speech or writing. A man who is guilty of such acts niust find the 
whole nation anxious to suppress him. (An Honourable Member : “ He 

becomes a hero.”) But unfortunately I see that not only the ordinary 
man but even the representatives of communities and intellectual lights 
of this country desire that this man should enjoy the opportunity of 
speech and freedom. (An Honourable Member: “Not this man': 
deport him.”) Describe the man who should enjoy such freedom of 
speech. (An Honourable Member : “ The honest citizen.”) Now, Sir, 

the more this man enjoys the freedom, the greater becomes the work of 
mutual slaughter. Every day in the country reports come from one 
quarter or another that rioting has taken place there or incendiarism 
has taken place in another place. Can we ignore all these things ? Can 
we go on tolerating these acts and can the Government afford- to • shut 
their eyes to what is happening in the country ? Are they not respon¬ 
sible to the world outside 1 Are they not responsible .to the civilised 
people of this country ? And is it not their duty, as an enlightened 
and civilised people themselves, to put a stop to this kind of tragedies 
which are daily on the increase ? Sir, if this thing goes on, I may tell the 
Honourable Members that the catastrophe which may happen will be 
appalling and the Honourable Members, indeed all of us. will be respon¬ 
sible to posterity for sowing discord and perpetuating a situation for 
which we shall be responsible not only to them but also to tlie world 
outside, which will surely blame us for showing this apathy' and indiffer¬ 
ence to the tragedies. 

Now, Sir, it seems to me from the list of amendments which have 
appeared on the agenda, and I have a strong impression that a section 
of the Members of this Honourable Chamber think that this measure 
which is designed to meet the situation is for the purpose of protecting 
a certain community', and this impression is very- unfortunate. I speak 
as an Indian—not as a Muhammadan. And I say that, if a Muham¬ 
madan insults the religion of others or the founder of the religion of 
others, I should be the first, if I were a magistrate, to give him the 
maximum amount of penalty' that the law' allows and I hope the Hindus 
or the Sikhs will allow me to say' that, if a Hindu or a Sikh grossly or 
wantonly insults the religion of Islam, they' will confess that that man 
should not be spared if there is to be any' progress or any economic 
bfe to be allowed in this country. Sir, this Bill I think leans too much 
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on the side of leniency. It gives only two years to the offender, and that 
is the maximum. I do not think that, so far, any judge has given the 
maximum penalty. Sometimes it is six months or even less, on an 
appeal to the High Court it is frequently reduced very much. Now, 
Sir, what we want in the interests of the country is that the penalty may 
be deterrent in its nature, so that the tranquil progress of the country 
and the peaceful life of the country may not be seriously and gravely 
disturbed. I think also that Honourable Members will avoid the danger 
which lurks in the proposal that the offender should enjoy the right of 
appeal. It is a very serious matter and I think that if his opportunity 
of movement is not restricted he will become a positive danger to the 
peace of the country. 

Sir, I appeal to my Honourable colleagues, in the name of progress, 
in the name of civilisation, in the name of enlightenment, not to treat 
this measure in a spirit of levity and controversy, which ought to be 
foreign to all patriotic people, but to treat it as a necessary measure for 
the progress of the country and for repressing that ebullition of feeling 
which is doing so much harm to the country. 

Mr. K. C. Roy (Bengal : Nominated Non-Official) : Sir. I feel it 
my painful duty to oppose the motion moved by my Honourable friend 
(Mr. Crerar). I agree with Nawab Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan when he said 
that circumstances had arisen in this country, for which I believe our com¬ 
munities are primarily responsible and the Government secondarily 
responsible, which demanded drastic treatment. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : Government are primarily re¬ 
sponsible. 

Mr. K. 0. Roy : I repeat the communities are primarily responsible 
and Government secondarily respqnsible—which demanded di’astic treat¬ 
ment. But, Sir, what is the Bill before us ? The Bill only proposes to 
add a new offence to our Indian Penal Code. We have already provided 
for hatred against class and hatred against Government. We are now 
going to provide for hatred against religion. This is the exact purpose 
of the measure. This is neither a Hindu nor a Mussalman Bill. My friend 
Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan is absolutely wrong when he assumes that we are 
passing this Bill because it, is a Moslem measure. It is nothing of the 
kind. We are adding a piece of repressive legislation to our Statute-book. 
And for what purpose ? It will serve no useful purpose whatever. 

I oppose this Bill on four principal grounds, namely, that the Bill is 
most inopportune, that the Bill will not serve the purpose which Govern¬ 
ment have in view, that the Bill is inconsistent with the spirit of toleration 
for which generations of Englishmen and Indians liave worked in this 
country, and lastly, Sir, that this Bill is a stigma on the Endian Press. 
We are considerably handicapped in the discussion of this Bill by the 
encomiums which Avere passed upon this measure by the Party Bonders in 
this House. (Mr. D. Bclvi ■. “ Hear, bear ”.) I am sorry that I shall 
baA*e to single out Mr. Sriimmsa Iyengar first. He it is avIio said that the 
Bill was overdue. He is a great lawyer and an eminent jurist. I grant 
all that. 1 am a layman. But I am content to rely upon the judgment 
of three successive High Courts, the High Court of Calcuttn, the High 
Court of Allahabad and lastly the High Court of Lahore, and also upon 
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the other existing laws. We have not needed this Bill for the'last 250 
years. Why do we need it now ? My friend Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar did 
• not look deeper into the problem. Perhaps he was thinking in terms of 
the Unity Conference. Now, I come to my Honourable friend Mr. Jayakar. 
He said that there has been a demand from the country. Might I know 
where the demand came from ? I claim, Sir, that I am in constant touch 
with tlie flow of political events in India. The demand came from whom 1 
A handful of men in the Punjab, thoughtful perhaps, patriotic perhaps, 
but really, the inner 'working came from a set of men who are responsible 
for the communal disturbances in North India. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshalii Division : Muhammadan Rural) : How do 
you know ? 

Mr. K. C. Roy *. The proper treatment for that is not this Bill but 
action under the Deportation Act and the Criminal Law Amendment Act. 
If these two Acts had been primarily .resorted to in the provinces of 
the Punjab, Delhi and the United Provinces, we should have heard very 
much less of these communal troubles. (An Honourable Member : “ Why 
exclude Bengal ? ”) Then, Sir, I come to my Honourable friend Lala 
Lajpat Rai. Only the ot ( her day, speaking on the Volunteer Police Force 
Bill, lie asked whether we were to accept a Bill of this sort from an alien 
bureaucracy. . But he has no hesitation in accepting a far more drastic 
measure from that bureaucracy. I shall ask him to reconcile his own 
opinions. 

Lala Lajpat Rai (Jullundur Division : Non-Muhammadan) : I will. 

Mr. K. C. Roy : And lastly, Sir, I come to my revered friend, Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya. He is not here just now. He gave us a dis¬ 
sertation on religion. I say this Bill does not deal with religion. It deals 
with a concrete offence, and that an offence which can literally be dealt 
with under the existing Acts. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Is there no religion in it ? 

Mr. K. C. Roy : No, Sir. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Concrete fact ? 

Mr. K. C. Roy : Yes, concrete facts. I say that the Bill is in¬ 
opportune, and I am very anxious to emphasise this fact. It was only the 
other day that His Excellenc} 1- the Viceroy gave us a message that if 
response was forthcoming, he would convene an All-India Conference to 
examine the communal troubles. I know wliat His Excellency meant. 
His Excellency does' not want to treat merely the symptoms of the disease 
with which this Bill deals. He wants to treat the whole question in its 
political, in its economic and in its religious and social aspects. (Hear, 
hear.) We are prejudicing his chance by passing this Bill to-day. Let 
us. examine this case fully : let us examine the religious disabilities of 
Hindus and Muhammadans : let us examine the economic value of this 
question, and we can take measures after that. What is the good of having 
a trumpery legislation which will yield no results ? 

. Mr. K. Ahmed ; Will you fetch a bucket of- water after the house 
• is burnt ? 



THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 


4469 


Mr. K. G. Roy : Well, we shall see about it a few minutes later. 
(An Honourable Member : “ When it happens ”.) Yes, when it happens. 
There is the deportation law for the time being. Many Members of tins 
House will undoubtedly recollect that there was a discussion of this ques¬ 
tion in the Punjab Legislative Council. Only the other day I asked my 
Honourable friend Mr. Crerar whether he would be good enough to lay 
the opinion of the Punjab Government on the table and he was unable to 
oblige us. What was the discussion about in the Punjab Legislative 
Council V I shall read an extract from the speech of the Honourable 
Mr. Crailc, Chief Secretary to the Local Government. He said : 

“ More than half the newspapers in the Punjab had durum3’ editors. In one case 
the editor was one who had confessed that he had forged currency notes and escaped 
onty by giving an ay his companions.”.(Laughter.) 

(An Honourable Member : “ Under what provision ? ”) 

‘ * Another editor had in turn been a barber, a sy'ce, a deserter from the Indian Infantry 
and an ex-convict. ’ ’ 

Ho I understand that Mr. Crerar will deal with them under these Acts ? 
I can tell you, “ No, he won’t But if he brings any proper Bill to 
deal with this sort of people, he will have the fullest support from every 
newspaper man in this House. But this Bill will serve no useful purpose. 
It was only this morning that I was talking to a very distinguished official 
of the Punjab who had much to do with these troubles. He told me that 
the Bill as originally drafted provided very little and, after it had come 
from the Select Committee it is nothing. I shall ask Mr. Crerar to convince 
me on this point. 

Sir, the last point on which I wish to say a few words is that this Bill 
is not in keeping with the spirit of the British administration in this 
country. 1 know generations of British statesmen and Indian reformers, 
distinguished men of public thought, such as the founder of the Aligarh 
College, had worked for religions and social reform. But this Bill puts 
a premium on intolerance and bigotry. I am sorry, Sir, that Lord Irwin's 
Government should be associated with a measure of this kind. Have a 
Bill by all means, have a comprehensive Bill after a proper inquiry, to 
deal with communal questions, but not this Bill which really is not.a 
progressive measure, but which will only hamper the good work done by 
reformers in this country’’—European, Hindu and Mussalman. 

Mr. D. V. Belvi (Bombay Southern Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, I rise with a twofold object. I wish to say a few words 
as regards the principle of the Bill inasmuch as I did not say anything 
on the Bill the other day. My second object is to move the amendment 
which stands in my name. I believe. Sir, we shall economise our time 
if I move the amendment for circulation at an early stage of the 
discussion. 

Now, as to the principle of the Bill. It seems to me after careful 
consideration that this is a Bill which is fraught with very great danger. 
It appears to be an innocuous measure at the first blush. Imt it seems 
to me that though it wears the garb of innocence, it will not only 
muzzle the Press of the country to a certain extent, but it will also hamper 
the free expression of opinion on the part of scholars, historians and 
men of that kind. It is my firm opinion that the law as it stands is 
sufficient for all practical purposes. Government has slept over its duties 
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for a number of years. My, firm conviction is that, if the Government 
had taken measures earlier to repress mischievous writings', mischievous ’ 
speeches at the proper time, we would not have been in the predicament, 
in which we now stand. Did Government do anything 1 Did it lift its 
little finger to take any repressive measures to put down, the inflam-. 
Jnatory speeches that were delivered by members of both' communities 
at Aligarh, in the Punjab, in Bengal and other places ? Are we not 
aware of the kind of speeches that were delivered at Aligarh about two 
3 T ears ago ? Has the Government done anything in the matter hitherto ? 
It. has done nothing whatever. Now that it sees that there is a great deal 
of ^ hubbub in the country, it wants to cover its own sins by passing 
this measure. The law as it stands is enough ,to vindicate the reasonable 
liberty of every man in the land. We know that though the accused in the 
Itemgila Rasul case was not convicted by the Lahore High Court on some 
technical ground, the law was fully vindicated in a subsequent case, the 
Vartman case. What does this show ? It shows that there is sufficient 
safeguard in the existing law, but that the law was not set iin motion by 
the executive for its own purpose, either because the executive was not. 
alive to its duties, or because it had some sinister motive. There is no 
other explanation possible. It is very unsafe to add to the armoury of - 
the executive another dangerous weapon. 

Let us see how the present Bill is framed. It is provided in the Bill 
that the authority, to institute a criminal prosecution is to vest in the 
Government. It is stated that, no prosecution should be instituted with¬ 
out the sanction of the Local Government. I submit that this is not a 
fjalutary provision at all. If .you really wish that a person who is ag¬ 
grieved should have his redress, then it should be permissible to him to. 
go to a court of law to vindicate his rights. It is said that if such 
liberty is given false complaints may be brought before courts. There 
are provisions in the existing law which provide against complaints of 
that kind. If A prosecutes B falsely, in the first place, the magistrate 
has got powers in his hands to award compensation to the accused at 
the expense of the complainant. That is remedy No. 1. Then there is 
a second remedy open to the aggrieved person if there be a false prose r 
cution. He can ask the magistrate to grant sanction for the prosecution 
of the complainant under section 211 or under section 182 of the Indian 
Penal Code. The complainant will be hauled up for making a false com¬ 
plaint and he will be tried, and if found guilty, he will -be convicted and 
sentenced. There is a third remedy open to the accused. He can bring a 
suit for damages for false prosecution in a civil court. When there are 
so many remedies open to the aggrieved person, why should the authority, 
to institute a criminal prosecution under the proposed new law be vested 
in the Government 1 The explanation is that the Government wants 
perhaps to play off one community against another, sometimes showing 
partiality to members of one community and sometimes showing partiality 
to members of another community. My humble opinion is that if you 
are inclined to pass this measure into law, leave it to the aggrieved 
parties—let them have the satisfaction of going to the court and vindi¬ 
cating their rights. If you wish to pass this law, then leave the people 
full liberty to take the course that they may be advised to take. 

I submit that freedom of opinion will be much suppressed, and' i 
shall give you a concrete instance of what I mean. . The instance is. v.ery 
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recent. A small pamphlet came to my notice only the other day. You 
know that there is a community of Muhammadans in this country known 
as the Khojas. His Highness tlie Aga Khan is the religious head of that 
3ect. The sect numbers, I believe, in its fold several millions of people— 
1 do not know the exact number, but I know that the followers of His 
Highness the Aga Khan are both in India and in Africa (Av Honourable 
Member • tc And Persia ”), and, in Persia also. There is an association in 
the city of Karachi of the Khojas and the Secretary of the Association 
there has issued a small pamphlet. I have received a copy of the pamphlet 
by post, but unfortunately I forgot to bring it here, and I do not know 
if any other Members of this House have received copies of that pamphlet. 
You will find there that the writer of the pamphlet says that he is himself 
a member of the Khoja community, and yet he disputes in the body of 
that pamphlet the very title of His Highness the Aga Khan to the position 
of the religious head of the sect. lie says that he does not admit the 
alleged correctness of the pedigree of His Highness and his family. 
He denies that His Highness the Aga Khan is a descendant of the Holy 
Prophet of the Mussalmans. He also says that His Highness is altogether 
wrong in telling people that they should not offer their homage to Allah 
hut to himself. The pamphlet also says that His Highness has openly 
preached the doctrine that homage should be paid to him personally as 
.Allah. Are we to suppose that an expression of opinion of this kind should 
be punished ? The man is a member of the Khoja community, and I 
have no doubt that many Khojas will feel insulted or their religious feel¬ 
ings will be severely wounded by the publication of such a pamphlet. But 
it seems to me that the writer of the pamphlet is speaking out frankly. Is if 
right that things of that kind should not be discussed in the public 1 What 
will be the inevitable effect of the law you ai*c making now ? You have 
not considered the full implications of the Bill that you are passing. It 
is all very well to say that there are breaches of the peace here, there are 
houses burning there and murders elsewhere. All that is true, but do you 
think that all these will be stopped simply because you pass this measure 
here 1 Unfortunately for us, some of the leaders of the two communities 
went on talking recklessly. They sowed the wind and they are now 
reaping the whirlwind. It is very easy to set fire, but it is not so easy to 
control the fire when it is flaming and raging. I do not believe that the 
mere passing of this measure will allay public feeling in the country. 
There are other remedies which should be tried. There is one idea which 
is lurking in our minds and I think I shall not be doing justice to myself 
if I do not give expression to it. It seems to me that some of my Muham¬ 
madan friends believe that the proposed law will do them greater good and 
they are so anxious as to plead for enhancement of the punishment, and 
thc 3 r desire that the law should be made more Draconian. I request them to 
take my assurance that, if this law be passed, it will be as hard on Mussal¬ 
mans as it will be on Hindus, and I do not think that if you make this 
offence non-bailable the Hindus only will suffer. For aught I know, more 
Muhammadans may suffer than Hindus. It is no use making the law 
very Draconian. If you wish to pass a law, let it he a reasonable law. 
There is a punishment of two years provided in the Bill. That is quite 
enough. It will depend upon the kind of offence that is committed, it will 
depend upon the kind of magistracy or the Sessions Judges that you get 
for the trial of the cases. It is no use making the new offence you arc 
creating a non-bailable offence, or increasing the punishment to 7 years. 
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It is not only the Prophet of the Mussalmans that will be sometimes 
attacked, but there will be the prophets, ‘the saints and other holy persons 
of the other communities that may be insulted. So, it is no use saying, in 
my humble opinion, that the law should be made more stringent. 

It is very unfortunate that such a law should be passed in the first 
12 Noon instance and then it will be still more unfortunate 

to make the law so very stringent. We know that 
in ancient times if a man committed a small theft his hands were, cut off. 
Sometimes his ears were chopped off, but it was found in course of time by 
experience that a severe sentence did not necessarily mean repression of 
crime. Then, Sir, I do not think that I need say anything more as to the 
dangerous principle of the Bill. I fully associate myself with all that has 
been said by my Honourable friend Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar. You will 
find by referring to the Report of the Select. Committee that such sane and 
sober men as my friends Mr. K. C. Roy, Mr. Arthur Moore, Mr. Kelkar, 
Mr. N. C. Chunder and Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar say that the present 
law is adequate and that they are dead against the Bill that is now pro¬ 
posed to be passed into an Act. All these Honourable .gentlemen are con¬ 
nected directly, with the exception perhaps of Mr. Nirmal Chunder, with 
the Press of the country. (Honourable Members : ‘‘ He is also connected 
with the-Press.”) Very well, then, I find that five gentlemen who are 
connected with the Press in India are positive in their opinion and they 
all say that this measure is superfluous and that it is not wanted by the 
country. Are we to set aside the opinions of these men ? I have no doubt 
that if there had been a representative of the Muhammadan Press, on the 
Select Committee, he would probably have concurred in the opinion of 
these five gentlemen, but unfortunately I do not find in the names of the 
members of the Select Committee that there is any Muhammadan publicist 
(Mr. K. Ahmed : “ Are you an editor.”) If you wish to say anything 
kindly speak up. I am not an editor myself. I have nothing to do with 
any newspaper. I was never one and I do not hope to be one in the 
future. I have never published any pamphlet hitherto and I do not desire 
to publish any hereafter. I am quite safe. I always keep myself within 
the bounds of law. 

Then, Sir, I come to my amendment. I shall first of all read my 
amendment. My amendment is that the Bill, as reported by the Select 
Committee, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by 
the 15th January 1928. Honourable Members may perhaps think that 
I have again moved a dilatory motion. I assure them that my object is 
not to delay the measure but I repeat that it is necessary to send this , 
Bill to the various provinces for its circulation. The Bill has not yet 
been translated into the various vernaculars. You are legislating for 
many erores of people residing in this country. Let them knpw at least 
what we the legislators are about to do. Let' us not ignore their presence. 
It is for their benefit that you are legislating. Do not think that simply 
because you happen to be clad in brief authority and have the privilege to 
sit within the walls of this Chamber- for some time that you can legislate 
despite the people that have sent you here. (Mr. K. Alimed : “ Ques¬ 

tion ! ”) It is very wrong of my friend Mr. Kabirud Din Ahmed to say. 

Question ”. .1 ask him not to forget his constituency. Next time he 
may not be sent up. Yery often we harp on the slogan that good govern¬ 
ment cannot be a substitute for government of the people, by the people, and 
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for tlie people. That is the slogan that we not infrequently advance. 
At any rate we on this side call ourselves democrats and we always say 
that the real political power should he with the masses. That is our shib¬ 
boleth but how do we behave ? Yesterday we ignored the people of the 
country altogether. I warn you not to do so again. Do you know what 
people will think about you if you ignore their presence 1 Sir, I wish to 
read to this House one sentence which has struck me most and which I 
think is very relevant to this point. I am quoting from my favourite 
political philosopher, Burke. He says. (Laughter.) My friends here will 
considerably benefit themselves if they will read Burke, especially his 
Reflections on the French Revolution. We are on the eve of a revolution 
in this country and it is necessary to study every sentence of that immortal 
book. I will read only one sentence. It reads : 

“ You Mill smile here at the consistency of those (lemocrntists, who, when they are 
not on their guard, treat the humbler part of the communit}’ with the greatest contempt, 
whilst, at the same time, they pretend to make them the deposiories of all power.” 

That applies exactly to the conduct of this House yesterday. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is not in order in criticis¬ 
ing the decision of this House. 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : I bow to your ruling, Sir, but all the same I 
maintain that Burke is positively right. You wish to pass this law in 
haste. I know that if you examine the history of legislative measures 
in this country you can surety find precedents in which legislation was 
rushed through in the course of one sitting. You know that the Official 
Secrets Act was x-ushed through the Imperial Legislative Council in the 
course of a few hours. We also know that the Bengal Ordinance was 
issued in a few minutes. You may do that if you like. You have been 
empowered by law to do it, but I submit that it would not be right. It 
would be morally indefensible. Why do you not take the people into 
your confidence ? The publication of the Bill in the various veimaculars 
of this vast country will serve as a sort of deterrent. Mischief mongers 
will come to know that there is trouble brewing for them within .the 
walls of the Legislative Assembly. They will know that it is not safe to 
insult the religious feelings of other communities. Why should we 
suppose that there will be peace and good will in the country to-morrow 
if we pass tins measure this evening ? It is a wrong belief altogether. 
Do yoxx know what the. Press of this country has said about the measure ? 
There is the Statesman of Calcutta, there is the Hindu of Madras and 
there is the Indian National Herald of Bombay. There are other news¬ 
paper's in the country which have ci’itieised this measure very severely. 
They are all opposed to the proposed new legislation. Are we to ignore 
the opinions of all these newspapers ? Are their opinions to be cast to 
the winds ? Should no importance be attached to the opinion of people 
who educate the public ? If you ignore the opinion of such important 
newspapers, I can only say that the House will be abusing its authority. 
I hope that the electors will remember the conduct of their present 
representatives in futui'e elections. You rush to the villages for votes at 
election times, you coax the villagers in all possible ways but when you 
ai-e elected to the Assembly or to the Council of State, you clean forget 
yom- mastei's. You say here that they are ignorant people, that they 
cannot read and write, that yon are the custodians of their interests and 
that you are the really enlightened people. You fancy that you can 
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legislate for the whole country a,t your unfettered and. sweet 'will and 
pleasure. That seems to he the idea of some of my Honourable friends. 
I request them very seriously to think over- the ma,tter and vote in favour 
of my amendment. Let this measure be brought up in the Delhi Session 
of 1928. I have said purposely in my amendment' that the opinions should 
be collected from the various provinces before the 15th January 1928. 
You will not lose anything whatever. I have consulted some important 
persons on the subject matter of my amendment, I have the leave of one 
great man in the country to tell my Honourable colleagues that he 
thoroughly sympathises with this amendment. He is no less a person 
than the religious head of the Ahmadiya sect of Mussulmans. I am told 
that that sect has got a, million people as its followers. Fortunately for 
us the religious head of that great. community is at present in Simla. 
I had the privilege of meeting His Holiness the other day and I have 
ascertained his opinion to-day. He has sent me word to. say that he is 
not satisfied with the present form of the Bill. He thinks that the Bill 
has emerged from the Select Committee in a wrong form, and he has 
sent me word alsp to say that he thinks it will be much better if this Bill 
is circulated in order that opinions may be collected upon it from people 
living in the different parts of the country. -It is for Honourable Mem¬ 
bers of this House to attach importance to the opinion of such a,great 
man or not. But it is my duty • to place before you the- opinion which 
I have obtained from him. . 

Mr. K. Ahmed : The opinion as-stated is not correct. 'His Holiness 
welcomes the Bill in substance, Sir. ‘ : 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : It is no use contradicting me here. The Secre : 
tary of His Holiness is in this building. My Honourable friend 
Mr. Ahmed may take the trouble of going out a little and consulting 
him. I consulted him only 20 minutes ago. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member must not make any refer¬ 
ence to a visitor in the Gallery ‘ ,. .. 

• ’ r ' r ' ' 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : On these grounds, Sir, I, move my. amendment and 
I request my Honourable friends to consider it coolly , and to pass it... I 
am not opposed to the measure if it is ; brought up in a proper form.But 
the measure as it now stands appears to me. to be - most dangerous.. I 
do not think the Prophet of the Muhammadans will be, protected, by tins 
legislation. I do not think the saints of the Hindus will, be protected 
by it either. It will be still possible for the members of one community, 
if they are evilminded, to insult the religious feelings of the other 
community. . This is not the way to proceed to root out the evil. With 
these words, Sir, I oppose the principle of this Bill and I move my amend- 
ment. . ’ . ' . 

Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi (North Madras : Muhammadan) : 
Sir, I rise to . support the motion moved by the Honourable'the Home 
Member and-to oppose the amendment of my: Honourable‘ friend Mr. 
Belvi. Sir, several speakers, including my Honourable "friends' Mr. A. 
Jiaugaswami Iyengar , and-Mr.- K-. 'C. Boy, pointed out that this is_ a 
repressive measure. I quite agree with- them that this is a repressive 
measure. But, Sir, there are occasions when we have to strengthen the 
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hands of the Government to enact such measures so as to enable us to live 
in an atmosphere of peace. (An Honourable Member : “ And that from 
a Swarajist ! ”) Swarajists or anti-Swarajists, we have come here to 
eo-operate with the Government.* When we entered the Legislature no 
doubt there was a talk of obstruction. But ever since I came here, I 
have been seeing that we are helping the Government in several Com¬ 
mittees, and I do not see any reason why in a measure like this, which 
is calculated to bring about peace and harmony between the different 
communities we should not strengthen the hands of the Government. Sir, 
I do not understand the reason why we should defer legislation on an 
important question like this. Sir, it is pointed out that section 153-A. is 
sufficient, but unfortunately, owing to the famous judgment of Justice 
Dalip Singh, we have found that several eminent lawyers and people who 
can be quoted as authorities on law have admitted that there are loop¬ 
holes in the law, and we have therefore to shut up those loopholes. We 
have to look to the present state of affairs in the country. I have only 
yesterday received a Resolution passed by the Mussalmans of Bezwada 
which runs as follows :— 

“ The Mussulmans of Bezwada strongly comdemn Telugu dramas of ‘ Roshanara ’, 

' Jowlmvibai ‘ Zaibunnisa ‘ Fall of Vizianagar ’, and such of their ilk ns untrue, 
defamatory and mischievous, and protest with all the emphasis at their command 
against their publication and staging in the Andhra Districts and elsewhere, as they 
are calculated to insult Mussulman leligion, Mussulman Emperors, Kings, religious 
heads, Mussulman Princesses and women in their modesty and chastity. 

The meeting brings to the notice of the Government that the dramas are defa- 
nmtory and provocative, breed ^hatred and contempt, and promote feelings of enmity 
between communities. The Mussulmans are greatly exasperated. This meeting declaies 
emphatically that Mussulmans cannot bear sucli insults. Prays Government to take 
immediate steps to cancel licenses for the above-named dramas, prohibit staging, 
proseribc the said dramas and take legal action against authors and publishers of the 
said publications . 1 ’ 

Sir, this only goes to show the state of feeling in the country at large. 

I cannot agree with my friends who suppose that there is discontent 
only in the Punjab. After the judgment of Justice Dalip Singh in the 
Rangila Rasul case huge monster meetings were held in several parts of' 
India and the demonstrations only went to show the extent of feeling 
which prevailed in the country. Sir, I am not advocating the cause of 
the Mussulmans only. It is possible that some Mussulman writers may 
write, against other religions. (A?? Honourable Member : “We do not 
agree.”) You may not agree, but ns an Indian it is my duty to see 
that peace and harmony is brought about between the different com¬ 
munities ; as a Mussulman, as one whose religion enjoins peace upon 
him, it is my duty to see that my fellow-countrymen should also live in 
peace. T do not want that there should be any provocation on the part 
of the Mussulmans which might incite the religious feelings of the 
Hindus.' Such being the case, it is only necessary that we should enact 
a law of this kind as soon as possible. My friend Mr. A. Rangaswnmi 
Iyengar said there may have been occasions when Judges have with the 
most bona fide intentions interpreted the law in a manner contrary to 
custom. But the point is that nobody knows whether there may not he 
similar occasions hereafter. It is possible that in future there may he 
other Dalip Singhs, who, with the best intentions, may think that there is 
a loophole in the law and that a particular act docs not come within the 
purview of that law. 
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Mr. T. A. K. Shervani (Cities of the United Province!* : Muham- 
madan Urban) : There are Dalals. 

Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi: My frine'd, Mr. Shervani, says that 
there are Dalals also ; but we know, Sir, that if there were only judgments 
of Dalals, then we need not have come to the House to ask for such 
legislation. Sir, it is also pointed out that this Bill is very wide and will 
take a large number of offenders under its purview, but I feel that there 
is a very strong safeguard, inasmuch as it gives discretion to the Govern¬ 
ment to decide and sanction a prosecution. ( An Honourable, Member : 

‘ ‘ That is very dangerous.) ’ ’ My friend says that it is very dangerous. 
But sometimes we require such dangerous safeguards (Hear, hear), and 
Sir, I api quite confident that the Government will always see to it that 
prosecutions are not sanctioned unless there is a strong reason and ground 
for sanctioning such prosecutions. (An Honourable Member : “ There 

may be merely a strong agitation.) Sir, it is also .said that this Bill 
would put a restraint on scholars, historians and those who are trying 
to search after the truth. But my submission is, Sir, that in the Report 
of the Select Committee the word “ deliberately ” is inserted, and therefore 
it would go to obviate such dangers. Sir, my .friend, Mr. Belvi, referred 
to the speeches made at Aligarh and said that the Government failed to 
take steps against those speeches. First of all, Sir, 1 am not prepared 
to admit that those speeches were objectionable. Even granting, how¬ 
ever, that they were objectionable, and even granting that the Govern¬ 
ment failed to take action against those speeches, is it necessary, or is 
it advisable on the part of Government, now, to fail in. their duty to enact 
such a law ? If the Government once failed to do its duty, it is not 
necessary that it should always fajl to perform it. Then, again. Sir, my 
friend, Mr. Belvi, said that this law will be as hard on Moslems as on 
Hindus. Well, Sir, I shall not regret it. If any Moslem really and 
with deliberate intention to wound the religious feelings of Hindus does 
anything to provoke them, I think that Moslem should be punished, and I 
wish all the more • that a Moslem who really deserves punisliment should 
be punished, and therefore I think the Moslems will not regret that. Let 
it be as hard on the Moslems as it will'be on the Hindus (An Honourable 
Member : “ And on the Christians.”) Then, Sir, my friend, Mr. Belvi, 

also said that no Mussalman publicist was included in the Select Committee, 
and he expressed the confidence that if any Mussalman journalist was 
there, he would have surely signed the minute of dissent written by 
several other gentlemen most of whom belong to the class of publicists. 
Well, Sir, I feel that I have the privilege to belong to that class of people 
— •I am the editor of a daily Urdu paper (Hear, hear)—and if I were on 
the Select Committee, surely I would only have agreed to differ with 
those who wrote the minute of dissent. Sir, several papers have'pointed 
out the necessity of such a law. Even the Statesman, if I remember 
correctly, wrote that there are loopholes in the law and those loopholes 
should be shut, and I can say with some amount of confidence to this 
House that the whole Mussalman Press, irrespective of the political 
thought it advocates, is in favour of enacting such a la,w. In conclusion, 
Sir, hefoi-e I sit down, I shall only point out t,o my fl-iend, Mr. • Belvi , 
that to circulate a measure like this which already w r ent' to a Select 
ommittee where many eminent lawyers like Mr. Jinnah were present 
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and where every possible safeguard -was included, for eliciting public 
opinion is unnecessary in my opinion, and it will only be delaying a 
necessary legislation. Sir, yesterday several arguments were advanced in. 
favour of doing the needful at the proper time. My Honourable friend, 
Mr. Jayakar, asked the Home Member whether he should not use his 
own discretion and decide the matter on its own merits. Here then is 
also a case where the matter should be decided on its own merits : and 
it is unnecessary, after it has gone through several stages, through the 
Select Committee also, to circulate this Bill for eliciting public opinion. 
Sir, in conclusion, perhaps this is the first day that I have had an 
opportunity to congratulate Honourable Members on the other side (Hear, 
hear), and I think that I should not be ashamed of doing it if I only 
think it my duty to do so as a representative of the people, and there¬ 
fore, Six', I have to thank the Honourable the Home Member for having 
done his duty at the proper time and for having taken care not to allow 
things to drift to such a state as’ would prove to be disastrous : and 
therefore, Sir, I thank the Honourable the Home Member and congratulate 
him on the important steps that he has taken so promptly. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I myself feel ashamed that the conduct of the 
inhabitants of this country should necessitate the enacting of a measui-e like 
this. The freedom of speech and the freedom of the pen are, Sir, the 
most cherished rights of civilised nations in the world, and if after a cen¬ 
tury of Bi'itisli rule in India we are not capable of using both our tongues 
and our pen with care and with decorum, I am afraid we cannot congratu¬ 
late either ourselves or the Government on bx-inging the Bill on to the 
Statute-book. Sir, most of the legal ■ enactments and legal measures are 
intended to restrict human action and the freedom of mankind to a 
certain extent. Not only do the laws enacted by human agency bring 
such resti'ictions, but also the laws which are considered by different com¬ 
munities as enacted by super-human agency also bring restrictions on the 
freedom of human action, and therefore we cannot condemn any Act of 
the Legislature solely on the ground that it is calculated to resti'ict the 
freedom of human action. Sir, the laws enacted in a countx-y are the 
index of the state of civilisation of that country and the Legislature of 
evex-y country at every time follows the standard of civilisation of that 
country. Tlic higher the level of civilisation of a country rises, to the 
same degree the Legislature of that country becomes more liberal and 
more elastic. As an example, I may point out. that in some countries in 
Europe capital punishment lias been abolished ; but if the example of those 
coxxntries were followed in India, I am afraid the number of murders 
and assassinations would increase to an alarming degree. (An Honourable 
Member : “ Question.”) The laws enacted by the Indian Legislature are 
not unalterable like the laws of the Medes and Persians. 'When the state 
of affaii-s in the country improves and the level of civilization is raised 
to such a degree that moral force will be able to stop the scurrilous- use 
of pen and tongue, not only this but also many other enactments of this 
character will disappear from the Statute-book of the country. But now 
when it is admitted on all sides that scurrilous writings and speeches are 
becoming more nxunerous and more provocative than ever, we will he 
. failing in our duty if we do not lend our support, to the passing of this 
Bill. I do not claim that the Bill xmder dismission is quite perfect and 

b 2 
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free from, all objections. When it was introduced first in this House, I 
myself said that it was too wide and too indefinite and, although the 
Select Committee has amended the Bill in desirable directions,' still I 
must confess that it is not in any way altogether unimpeachable. . How¬ 
ever, like any other imperfect measures of the Legislature, the necessity 
for its being brought on the Statute-book is established, and it. is with 
these feelings that I feel constrained to support the motion of the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member. : 

Mr. B. P. Haidu (Guntur cum Nellore : Mon-Muhammadan Rural) : 
Sir, I am sorry I cannot congratulate the Government, like my Honourable 
friend Mr. Farookhi, on their bringing- forward this Bill. I have listened 
with great interest and pleasure to the analytical and humourous speech 
of my Honourable friend Mr. Kelkar. Sir, in my opinion this is a piece 
of panicky legislation for whieli there is no real necessity at present. The 
law, as it stands now, 1 understand, is enough to cover and meet the pre¬ 
vailing communal antagonism in the country. That being so, why impose 
upon the people a measure which is capable of doing considerable harm 
in several directions ? As my friend, Mr. Roy, has put it, it puts a pre¬ 
mium on religious intolerance and bigotry. I will go further and say 
that it will also encouraged gross superstition. At a time when we are de¬ 
siring progress in all directions, a measure of this type will stifle liberty 
of thought and expression and,' I am afraid, will deal a death below to 
religious and historical research. Hinduism, which is considered !to be a 
most catholic religion, would not have attained to its present high position 
but for the free atmosphere in which its votaries lived and died. There are 
a number of sects in the broad fold of Hinduism and' the diversity of their 
thought is the strength and greatness of Hinduism. I am sure India will 
not in any way be the poorer for the want of this Act, which, after all, 
serves no good purpose. ' . 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) ; Sir, I rise to 
Oppose the consideration of the Report of the Select Committee before us. 
Sir, last year at this time in the Simla Session, when the Honourable Sir 
Alexander Muddiman brought forward bis amendment to the Criminal 
Procedure Code, section 153, I had the privilege to oppose it at every 
stage. Sir, I then said that Government had ample powers in their hands 
and there was no necessity for further legislation ; and Sir Alexander 
Muddiman at that time did admit that they had ample, power in their 
hands, but they wanted that particular legislation in order to do away 
with the communal spirit in .the country. I find that the enactment of 
that piece of legislation has brought more communal discord in the country 
and to-day we are going to enact another piece; of legisiation in the nam.e 
of religious amity. How can an alien Government legislate to set right 
religious disputes in the country " I do not think the Government can. 
The Government have got ample power. Sir, at that time I quoted from 
the Stafesmun a passage which equally applies on this occasion. Sir, the 
Statesmeni which was previously known as the “ Friend of . India ” 
occasionally even now writes certain leading articles in the spirit of a 
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friend of India, and last year the Statesyyian wrote while protesting against 
that piece of legislation thus : 

"-but the operation of the new law may well prove an additional incitement. Sir- 

Alexander Muddiman raises a question that goes back further in history than the timo 
of Milton, but which Milton settled for reasoning men in his -1 ycopaffiticfl when ho 
uttered his memorable protest against the licensing or prohibiting of books.” 

The paper further observed : 

“ In India bad law and bad journalism have for too long gone side by side. 
Who began it is no longer a matter of importance, but irresponsibility in journalism 
has evoked oppressive legislation and that in its turn has led to a greater irrespon¬ 
sibility. ’ ’ 

If that was the view of the Statesman last year, I will enlighten the House 
about the view of the Statesman this year which further confirms the view 
of many sensible and responsible persons in the country that this piece 
of legislation is unnecessary. Sir, the Statesynan in its very able editorial 
about this Bill says : 

“ The spirit of the Bill is only to be paralleled in English legislation by reference 
to the times of Queen Mary and Queen Elizabeth, when the rival religions of Romo 
and Protestantism were struggling for the mastery. If this Bill becomes law there are 
classic books which cannot be published in India without danger of prosecution of 
those who print or circulate them. ’ ’ 

In another passage, it further says : 

“ Mo real discussion of religious questions, even if they be purely historical, will 
be permissible. Had a law akin to this been in existence in France, Renan would pro¬ 
bably have ended his days in prison after writing ‘ La Vie <le Jesus.' Voltaire would 
certainly have done so. The fact is that the difficulty of the Jtangila llasul case lias 
rushed the Government into a thoroughly bad piece of legislation.” 

I shall stop here. It may he that there was a flaw in the law. It may be 
that Justice Dalip Singh pointed out where that flaw was. But it is not 
a right move to bring forward this piece of legislation. I was surprised 
the other day although my friend Sir Ilari Singh Gour pointed out. in 
order to bring out certain amendments in the Penal Code in the Select 
Committee, which sections applied to which kinds of offence and no fur¬ 
ther legislation was necessary, I And that my Honourable friend Sir 
Hari Singh Gour. though he was put on the Select Committee has not 
brought out anything which helps us to understand the law. 

Mr. N. C. Kelkar : He did not attend the Select Committee. 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, it was due to your kind intercession that the 
Honourable Member Dr. Gour was put on the Select Committee. 

Mr. President : Was the Honourable Member on the Select Com¬ 
mittee ? 

Mr. B, Das : The Honourable Dr. Gour was put on the Select Com¬ 
mittee owing to your intercession. Sir. 

Mr. President : Was the Honourable Member himself on the Select 
Committee ? 

Mr. B. Das : I was not on the Select Committee. Sir, nor did I want 
to be on the Select Committee. I am not a lawyer. I belong to that pro¬ 
fession to which my Honourable friend Messrs. Roy and Moore belong. 

I happen to be a journalist in my leisure hours and I edit the Young 
Uilcal for the uplift of Orissa. I am sorry to hear that my Honourable 
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friend Mr. Farookhi, wlio is a Mussalman journalist, made the speech, 
that he did supporting this measure. I submit that journalists have addi¬ 
tional responsibilities besides making occasional speeches on the floor of 
this House. 

Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi : It was because of the additional 
responsibility as a journalist that I made the speech that I did. 

Mr. B. Das : Before proceeding further, I must congratulate my 
Honourable friend Mr. Farookhi on the speech which he made in support 
of the Government. 


Mr. President : That is not the issue before the House. 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, I ask him to join our party as we are responsive 
co-operators too. I also ask him to oppose this measure because he belongs 
to tlie same profession of journalism as I do. When a journalist makes 
any suggestion, it goes throughout the country. Auy opinion that we jour¬ 
nalists give on tlie floor of this House is always read all over the country 
We, journalists, have great responsibilities, because we always shape pub¬ 
lic opinion ahead. Before the public can think of a thing, it is the jour¬ 
nalist that, by liis investigation of the problems, brings out the problems 
with a view to shape public opinion. When my Honourable friend 
Mr. Farookhi said that had he be'en on the Select Committee, he would 
have differed from my Honourable friends Messrs. Roy, Moore and 
Chunder, I felt sorry that as a journalist he should have spoken like that. 
I feel that the responsibilities of a journalist are far greater; than of other 
people. I find, Sir, that the Englishman of Calcutta, which is always so 
unfriendly to India, writing on this Bill says that this will serve no use¬ 
ful purpose. 

Mr. T. C. Goswami (Calcutta Suburbs : Non-Muhammadan Urban)': 
Is there such a paper ? 


Mr. B. Das : My Honourable friend Mr. Goswami who comes from 
Calcutta ought to know the Englishman. 

Mr. T. C. Goswami : I have not seen it for ages. 

IVIr. B 1 . Das : In view of the very strong agitation that has been set 
up by the best class of papers in India and in view of the strong comments 
that are being made by my Honourable friends Messrs. Moore, Roy and 
other journalists, I hope every Honourable Member of this House will 
oppose this piece of legislation. If the Government pass this measure, 
it will give additional power in the hands of district officers, some of whom 
are sitting behind the Government benches. But they would find that this 
additional piece of legislation lias set tliem 'wool-gatiiering. If tliey "want 
to suppress a certain agitation that is going on, or if they want to put 
down scurrilous writings, they can easily do it. They have got enough 
"weapons m tlieir hands at present and why add additional power to them. 
As my Honourable friend Mr. Belvi rightly pointed out, this will only 
a o further agitation by tlie followers of tbe various sects, by tbe 

JhdbT" 61 ? r°^i bogus Avatars scattered all over 

feel that this Bill is not going to serve any useful purpose. 

the sX ComffiJtS Report ° PP0Se the motioil for the consideration of 
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Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi (Dacca Division : Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, 
as a signatory to the Report o£ the Select Committee, I feel that I should 
speak on this Bill. Sir, this Bill which has been introduced here is the 
outcome of that unfortunate decision of a learned Judge of the Punjab 
High Court, I mean the decision of the Honourable Mr. Justice Dalip 
Singh in the Rangila Rasul case. From what I have read in the papers, 
I think that the learned Judge held that insulting a Prophet was not 
insulting a religion and that, therefore the learned Judge could not 
convict the accused under section 153-A. lie further suggested that legis¬ 
lation might be undertaken to bring these kinds of culprits to book. 
Sir, that extraordinary judgment gave rise to a considerable amount of 
discontent, not only in the Punjab but all over India. The agitation 
went on from one end of the country to the other, and the Muslim feel¬ 
ings became extremely bitter. In various meetings, perhaps including 
the one at which Sir Abdur Rahim presided, resolutions were passed 
asking the Government to remove the learned Judge who gave that 
extraordinary judgment. 

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan (North Punjab : Muhammadan) : May I 
ask the Honourable Member to read out that resolution ? 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : I am sorry I have not got that resolution 
here, but I shall show that to the Honourable Member to-morrow. Sir, 
in the Punjab it brought about a serious state of affairs. Fortunately 
the destinies of the Punjab were in the hands of nis Excellency Sir 
Malcolm Hailey at that particular time. In reply to a deputation from 
the Mussalmans, His Excellency, I understand, assured them that he 
would move the Government of India to undertake legislation of this 
kind. As a layman, I do not know whether that step was necessary. I 
thought the best thing for the Government of the Punjab would have 
been to move against that order of the learned Judge and ask the High 
Court of Lahore to form a full Bench and give an authoritative decision 
on the law point. However, I am told that in another decision, that is 
the Risala Vartmwn case, the acting Chief Justice, Mr. Broadway, and 
Mr. Justice Kemp practically overruled the judgment of the learned 
Judge, Mr. Justice Dalip Singh. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : They did not overrule the judgment in the 
Rangila Rusril case. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : That was my information. I may be wrong. 
My further information is that they said that it would be better if the 
law were to be made clear on the point, and lienee the necessity for tills 
Bill. 

I will not deal with my Honourable friend Mr. Iv. O. Roy just at the 
present moment but T will deal with the Biil first. 

Sir. this Bill was considered in the Select Committee with the assis¬ 
tance of the eminent lawyers of India—Mr. Jinnah, Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, 
the late Advocate General of Madras. Mr. Jayakar and Pandit Mad an 
Mohan Mnlaviya. They are - all eminent lawyers, (.in Honourable 
Member : “ Every one of them ? ”) Yes, Sir. every one of them. They 
considered the Bill, and what was their conclusion ? At the outset those 
of us. members of the Select Committee, who are laymen, must express onr 
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gratitude to those lawyers for explaining the whole thing to us. Section 
295A which was revised now reads as follows. : 

“ Whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the religious 
feelings of any class of His Majesty’s subjects, by words, either spoken or written, or 
by visible representations, insults or attempts to insult the religion or religious beliefs' 
of that class, shall be punished with imprisonment-, etc., etc.” 

These eminent lawyers have explained to us that by adding those words 
“ with deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the religious feel¬ 
ings of any class ” ^ye safeguard people making fair comments and ex¬ 
pressing their honest views as regards religious beliefs. We thereby safe¬ 
guard them. ' 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah (Bombay City : Muhammadan Urban) : We safe¬ 
guard an honest man. 

<( Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : Thank yon, Sir. Then they say by adding- 
the religious beliefs ” of that class we bring those culprits to book 
who'attack on a founder of a religion also and cannot be brought under 
section 153-A. My Honourable friend Pandit Malaviya and my Honour¬ 
able friend Nawab Sir Abdul Qaiyum Avanted it to be made clear. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : On a point of order, Sir. Can the 
Honom-able Member refer to the proceedings in Select Committee ? 

Mr. President-: Order, order. 

. Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : They Avanted, Sir, to make it clear by giving 
illustrations m tlie Bill, so that there may be no difficulty for a "court in 
coming to a proper finding. -We discussed that and aftenvards Ave Avere 
unanimous,—after hearing from Mr. Jinnah, that this Avould C0A r er.that 
and there could he no apprehension that the court Avould not • he able 
to come to a proper conclusion. . • ; 

Although, of course, Mr. Javakar pointed out to ns the difficulties 
that Avould arise, if examples or illustrations were given. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : Oh a point of order, Sir. Is the 
House at liberty to discuss what transpired in the Select Committee ? 

Mr. President : Is the Honourable Member discussing Avliat happened 
in the Select Committee beyond Avhat is actually embodied in the Report 
of the Select Committee ? 

(Some-Honourable Members : Yes.) 

Mr. K. C. Roy : It is a misstatement of fact. also. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is not justified in refer- _ 
ring to the conA r ersations in the Select Committee if they are not 
embodied in the Report. 

Mr. A. H. G-huznavi : I am not referring to anything else, Sir. 
Personally, Sir, I am satisfied that this Bill as amended meets the require¬ 
ments at the present moment. Furthermore, I am also of opinion .that 
the' 'sentence proA-ided for in the Bill is sufficient for the purpose, and 
that no' increase of sentence should be made. Then, Sir, I am for making 
the offence “ bailable ” and not for making it “ non-bailable ” j,if.it. 
■nade non-bqilable, the poor man Avail neA'er have-an opportunity, of 
. Ming lr WMroperly. In non-bailable offences it is our experience 
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that it is very very difficult to get a magistrate to grant bail and it is 
only men with money and influence, men who can engage counsel like 
Mr. Jinnah, who can ever think of getting bail.. . 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah : May I point out to the Honourable Member that 
the offence is triable by the Court of Session or the Presidency Magis¬ 
trate and not by " a magistrate 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : Yes. Sir ; that is so ; but even in such cases 
he cannot get bail unless he can engage counsel like you. ( Honourable 
Members : “ Question.”) Usually bail is not granted for these non- 
bailable offences and it is with the greatest difficult}’ that it can be got. 
Surely you do not want to put that man in the lock-up and not allow 
him to go out and prepare his defence by making the offence non- 
bailable. “What does it matter if it is non-bailable 1 He will not escape ; 
you can put the bail as high as you like. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : The 
Committee has made the offence “ bailable ”. What is your complaint ? 

Mr. A. H. Ghuzvani : But the minority want it to be made “ non- 
bailable ”. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah : Wait till the amendment comes. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : Then, Sir, I would answer in one word my 
Honourable friend, Mr. K. C. Roy. Mr. K. C. Roy has said that this Bill, 
as amended, will not serve the purpose for which it has been brought 
forward. We shall not take that advice from my Honourable friend 
Mr. K. C. Roy. We shall take advice from the eminent lawyers who were 
in that Committee ; and they tell us that this will serve the purpose. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : It is not a legal matter. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : With these words, Sir. I support the Bill, and 
I hope that this House will pass this Bill unanimously and not ask for 
a division, and thus show to the whole of India that the differences 
between the Mussulmans and the Hindus are gradually coming to an 
end. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum (North-West Frontier Pro¬ 
vince : Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, I just want to say a few words in 

support of what the last speaker has said. I am 
r,JI- surprised to see that so many members of the 

Select Committee, who had discussed the measure very thoroughly in 
the Committee Room, should now speak and urge diverse views and 
opinions on this subject. I thought we had all come to a somewhat 
unanimous verdict on the subject, hut when I saw the minutes of dis¬ 
sents and the majority and minority views and also several notices of 
amendments, T thought that what I had seen in the Committee Room 
must have been a mere dream. The Honourable the Home Member gave 
every opportunity to the members of the Select Committee to find some 
such solution of the difficulty and to limit the law to such an extent 
that it may be acceptable to the country, i.e., to minimise the effect of 
the law and to bring in as few persons within its purview as possible. 
Sir, if I had only been allowed to go into the details of. the discussions 
we had—and you. Sir. have ruled that we should not go into it—I 
would have been able to prove that several measures and solutions were 
suggested to meet the difficulty but that this was found to he the 
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simplest of all. Some simple 'explanation to section 153-A 1 was also 
suggested in the" Select -Committee, instead of enacting a new section. 
Sir, what I have to say is this, that, as far as I could make out, there 
was no ulterior motive on the part of the Government in bringing in 
this measure, namely, to put a wider net so as to bring in too many 
journalists or too many public speakers or social reformers within the 
clutches of the law. The Home Member was face .to face'with the 
difficulty created for him by the Press of both the communities. If the 
Hindu Press had only said that the existing law containing section 153-A 
was not open to a different interpretation and that it was only the 
casual mistake of a certain Judge to interpret it in a certain way, 
perhaps this difficulty would not have arisen. But, Sir, as far as I can 
remember, there was not a single Hindu paper in Northern India, which 
did not in one way or other try to support the Judge who had put a 
certain interpretation on this section. They were almost unanimous 
in their opinion that the law was open to a different interpretation, and 
it was to safeguard against that and to make the position quite clear, 
that most of the Muslims wanted to bring in some sort of legislation on 
this subject. Well, Sir, I am not going to say more on the subject. 
But what I should like to say is this, that if the law is not made clear 
now, a similar interpretation may be put on the section in future and 
the difficulty will always exist. Sir, I do not know how we can make 
it safer for the country to interpret section 153-A as covering all these 
offences except by some modification of that very section or by bringing 
in some neiv section of the sort as is proposed in this .Bill. The difficulty 
is there and the future possibility too is there ! Sir, I see from the 
speeches of some of the Members and also from the amendments put 
down by some that the blame is generally attached; to the Mussalmans 
for having raised a hue and cry for bringing in a'new law. Well, I 
for one will accept that responsibility or blame, Sir, and my reason for 
that is simple. Sir, a new religion has of late sprung up in this country, 
which is spreading very fast. Whether it is a new religion or the 
revival of an old religion, I am not sure, but a new movement in the 
name of Arya Samaj has sprung up in this country and has been 
carrying on a regular campaign of Shuddhism and various other activities. 
As far as I have seen the literature of that movement, it is chiefly confined 
to abusing and criticising other religions and beliefs, as against exposing 
something good in itself. Well, Sir, there may be other religions 
and sects of religions in this country, who may be able to tolerate^ that, 
Sir, but my religion, Islam, teaches me, Sir, not to criticise or vilify the 
founders of religions or any sacred persons of any religion in the 
world and here is my difficulty. {An Honourable Member : “ It teaches 
peace.”) If I had only been able to return tit for tat or to give some 
suitable reply to the abusers of my religion I should not have minded 
it, Sir ; but our difficulty arises in that we cannot abuse or utter any 
bad words against any saint, and this is why the Mussalmans seem to be 
more anxious to secure immunity for their Prophet and also for the 
Prophets and saints of others, Sir. That is all I have to say, Sir. 

Mr. Amar. Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Burn]) ; Sir, I want to make my position clear before I say a few words 
why 1 oppose this Bill. There are certain amendments that stand in my 
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name which give my Muhammadan fellow subjects the right to pro¬ 
secute and have those punished who insult their religion and who insult 
their religious belief, becausp a demand has come from the Muham¬ 
madans for a legislation like this. But for myself and for members 
of other communities, I make bold to assert that we do not require any 
such protection and we have not asked for it. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : What about the poor judge ? 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Sir, I am sorry that more than one speaker 
has made flings at the Honourable Judge who gave judgment in that 
famous liougila Rasul case. His judicial wisdom has also been questioned 
and his knowledge of law has also been questioned by laymen. (Mr. K. C. 
Ncogy ■. “ Shame.”) Sir, I was sorry that even such a sober friend of 
mine, as Mr. Farookhi went the length of saying something against 
Mr. Juslice Dalip Singh, and I think it were better if he had been silent 
on this point. But when worse passions are aroused, probably we lose the 
balance of our mind. * At the same time I shall be failing in my duty if 
I do not give in plain words the genesis for this legislation, the reason 
■why Government have taken so much pains to undertake a legislation 
like this. It has been said that there was a demand for the removal of the 
Judge. 1 do not know whether any aggrieved litigant has a right to 
demand the removal of a Judge. If any litigant had that right, I think 
no Judge would be safe to deliver any judgment in this land. 1 was 
going to submit the genesis of this legislation. Many of us in this House, 
especially my Honourable friend Mr. Ghuznavi—I do not find him here 
now-—are aware of the favourite wife policy of the Government, and my 
Honourable friend Mr. Ghuznavi—of course as he is not here. I do not 
know whether it is proper for me to make any reference to him ; I am not 
referring to him in any personal capacity—presided over one of those 
anti-partition meetings and he was at that time considered by the Gov¬ 
ernment as the wrong Ghuznavi and the right Ghuznavi was for some time 
Minister, but be t$iat as it may, he may remember those days and my 
Honourable friend the Law Member also may remember those days, and 
the favourite wife policy of the Government. I do not know that even at 
this late hour, when we are on the threshold of fresh constitutional reforms, 
we should be faced with such retrograde measures which smack of the 
favourite wife policy on the part of the Government. We are aware how 
the Government found it hopeless to wean away the best men among the 
Hindus to their side and make them accept the reforms. They saw that 
their only hope lay in pandering to the worst instincts of oilier communi¬ 
ties, and this legislation is one other instance of that. For some time, 
Sir, I regret to observe, some of our leaders took to that policy of the 
Government, imitated that policy of the Government, which resulted in 
such regrettable things as pacts, etc., in Bengal and elsewhere. 1 beg to 
submit that two wrongs do not make a right and that things which have no 
righteousness and honesty behind them will never succeed That was 
the reason for the failure of many of our political agitations I hope the 
same fate will await the Government so long as they pursue the policy of 
setting one community against another. I believe, and thoroughly believe, 
that this agitation against the Rangila Rasul case was wholly artificial. It 
was got up by certain individuals (ATr. Abdul ITagc : “ Question ”). for 
their own interest. I also believe that this Government know this, and 
they have brought forward this legislation to pursue that favourite wife 
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policy. My reasons for. charging the Government with this policy behind 
it are ihese. There have been woeful tales of murders or Hindus and 
leaders of the Arya Samaj. The Government have a ready weapon in 
their hands to deport gentlemen like Mr. S. C. Mitra and men of his type, 
but they did not move to put an end to murderous conspiracies by deport¬ 
ing men connected with conspiracies against the lives of Hindu leaders. 
The Aina Samajists were ready with evidence of conspiracy behind these 
murders, and the Government, did not move an inch although they had 
that handy weapon, Regulation III. All these things go to show that 
the Government were pursuing the favourite wife policy and I charge 
the Government with a deplorable lack of statesmanship. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : Go to the frontier and you 
will see which is the favourite wife polic 3 T . 

Mr. Ainar Nath Dutt : I am not going to hear you. I heard just 
now from you of the springing up of a new religion in India. I do not 
know many centuries ago the ancestors of my Honourable friend, who 
characterised the religion of the Arya Samajists as a new religion, came 
here, but the Aryans came here, according to Lokamanya Tilak and other 
scholars, from their “ Arctic Home ”, some 5,000 years ago. (Laughter.) 
There is nothing to be laughed at. It shows a deplorable want of know¬ 
ledge of history. (Some Honour able Members : “ Go on ”.) The members 
of the Arya Samaj have been called the followers of a new religion. I 
challenge any one in this House to prove that the Arya Samajists are the 
followers of a religion which'has come into existence only recently arid not 
5,000 years ago. They are the’ followers of our ancient Vedas and : other 
scriptures during'the compilation of which there was no other religion in 
this world. To characterise that religion -in the way it has been clone, is 
certainly provocative,'and bad it not been directed against a very- peaceful 
comm unity, -namely, the Hindus, I think there would have been more agita¬ 
tion that there has been in this particular case. 

Sir; I would like to submit one or two-points-as to why I oppose the 
Bill being taken into consideration at all. I am clearly -of opinion that the 
existing law is adequate to deter people from scurrilous attacks upon 
religion or vulgar calumnies upon sacred characters.- The outstanding 
feature of the psychological hesitancy that is apparent on the face of the 
Report of the Select Committee and the amendments proposed and adopted, 
leads to the only inference that every member of the Select Committee 
was attempting liow best to make an egregious measure acceptable to the 
public. The result lias been a texture of maudlin spider’s web, in which 
the warp of intolerance has been crossed by the woof of fatuous reasoning.- 
I think it: is insulting to the intelligence and dignity of a Legislature, to 
go out of its way for protecting religious beliefs and feelings which may 
be deliberately, maliciously "and intentionally outraged. Paragraph after 
paragraph has been , incorporated in the Report of the Select Committee 
to fence round the object of legislation, but the final emergence has been 
an evanescent, fantasy, which the whole range of psycho-physicists including 
the Superintendents of Mental Hospitals of Ranchi and elsewhere will 
find it 'difficult to touch. But, as everywhere else, the initiative has been 

, iri *be repository of all powers in India, to avoid “ factitious or 
vindictive proceedings ’ ’. This provision means that the Government will 
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judge for themselves the religious belief of a particular class who may 
have to apply for initiation of proceedings under the present legislation. 
Sir, I, as a Bengali Hindu, cannot support this delegation of functions of 
our own ejnscienee, which is after all the bedrock of religious feelings and 
beliefs. Nor am I willing that our Hindu feelings and beliefs should be 
discussed by Magistrates and Judges in.the atmosphere of litigation and 
outwitting, and in the factories of affidavits and statements. I have not 
forgotten that one of the modern prophets of up to date Philistinism, 
Miss Catherine Mayo, has wired across the seas that there are plenty of 
saints among the medical missionaries and civil servants in This country. 
But I am still unwilling as a Hindu to substitute them, even in our mental 
horiSon in the place of Rishis and other authorities of our religious 
hierarchy. So far as I am aware of the views of my own people, 1 must 
characterise this piece of legislation as an impudent trespass, and I feel it 
my duty to speak out that, Bengali Hindus do not need any protection 
of the kind. For nearly a century the Hindus have passed through the 
grossest abuse and vituperative attacks on their sacred beliefs and con¬ 
victions by Christian missionaries and communal fanatics. Kali, the 
mother, Sri Krishna, the soul of India, have been their targets of attack. 
The Hindu community lias survived all that and will survive till the eternity 
of time, all such ebullitions of prattling ignorance and aggressive bigotry. 
Our faith has remained unshaken in spite of the elfervesence of the boiling 
jiot of India, where it is laid down in our Shastras that all these trials and 
ordeals will bring out in brighter relief the immutable and eternal gold, 
the faith of Aryavarta. It needs no utilitarian and opportunistic class 
baiting of the Legislature to protect itself. The Honourable Mr. Crerar 
has let the cat out of the bag, by agreeing with Mr. Jinnah, that the offence 
contemplated should be non-bailable. Surely, the yielding to clamour 
cannot be complete without this, and I shall not be surprised if this is 
carried. Sir. I shall be failing in my duty as a member of the premier 
community of India,i£ I - do not bring before you the lessons of an episode 
of Sri Krishna; When he was dancing on the hood of Kalya, the serpent 
king was vomitting poison on the feet of the boy-god. Sri Krishna asked 
him why he was spitting poison. The serpen^ king replied “ My Lord, 
you have created me with poison in my mouth ; do you think I shall' emit 
anything better.” Brothers and sisters who inhabit India to-rkjy ought 
to learn that the rancour, hatred, spite, venom that are surging in the 
thought current of India to-day are the only offerings we are making to 
the.God of India. Think of God as the lover and solace, as the protector 
and preserver, as the fountain head of all that is good, noble and peaceful, 
'•aise the level of culture, education, good will and trust. Then and then 
mly you will not feel outraged either with Chauvinism of a foreign people 
or the intolerance of your own people. You will not then have to requisi¬ 
tion the powers of initiative of self-appointed and self-anointed peace 
makers to defend your faith. I cannot, conceive of a greater depth of 
degradation for Indians than this, and I trust and hope that this House 
will not succumb to the unscrupulous forces around us but will stubbornly 
rise against a measure which is calculated to foment disunion amongst 
Indians for the benefit of the foreigners and is subversive of the liberty 
of speech and the Press. With these observations. Sir, I beg to oppose 
the consideration of this Bill. 

Mr. T. A. K. Shervani : I do congratulate the Select Committee on 
limiting the scope of the Bill, but I feel the Bill, as it stands, is still 
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more capable of mischief than of protection. I would have liked the Bill 
limited in its scope to the protection of the founders of religion only 
from scurrilous attacks and would not have indulged in im¬ 
porting into it certain undefined terms which are imported into 
these sections. Sir, personally, as I said in the beginning, when 
the principle of the Bill whs being discussed, I do not want any enact¬ 
ment like, the present measure. I feel that enactments like this, instead 
of stopping fanaticism will encourage fanaticism. I do not know why 
this demand has come from Muhammadans. I would simply say to 1 my 
Muhammadan friends that my Prophet is a historical personage ; he has 
got a living history behind him. Do I require to protect my Prophet 
through a Legislature like that of India ? My friends say that certain' 
people do write things which injure our feelings. But if a man chooses 
to go to hell to find out certain defects in Islam, let him go to hell. Why 
should I get enraged • If anybody calls my Rasul rangila, I would say 
that he is a personage wild transformed- a race, ferocious, barbarous and 
vicious, into the conquerors of the world in 23 years. Well, if Rasuls 
like that are rangila, I would pray God to bless every community will) 
Rangilas like that. I am really surprised that my co-religionists are 
so very excited over the affair. I come here in the capacity of a repre¬ 
sentative. Unfortunately, four cities out of seven who have returned me 
have passed resolutions in favour of the enactment. Therefore, although 
personally I am against this enactment, I cannot oppose it. My friend 
Mr. Parookhi thinks that there are certain loopholes in the existing law 
and in order to fill those loopholes he says we require this law. Let me 
assure my learned friend that there will always be as many loopholes as 
there are members of my honourable profession. (Laughter.) If you 
cover one loophole, ten more will be created. We live by creating 
loopholes. So by this enactment you will neither protect our Prophet 
nor will you cover the loopholes ; the probability is that you will create 
more loopholes. As regards the complaints about certain dramas and things 
like that, I laugh at them. The writer of the play “ Roshanara ” does 
not know that Aurangzeb had no daughter’ of that name. If people 
pervert 'historical facts, let them do it. It does not harm me. History 
is history, let them learn and realize that wrong facts lead to absurdity. 
But if you will insist upon their stopping such dramas, the dramas wm 
become more popular and excite the curiosity of the people to see it. Man 
after all likes sensation. I therefore submit that it is the biggest folly 
to attempt to protect by legislation religious personages or religions. 
These acts are done by fanatics. But a fanatic? when he does a thing 
like that, thinks that by insulting, killing or doing some other things like 
(hat. he will go straight to Heaven. What does he care for legislation 
(An Honourable Member : “ He thinks he will go to Heaven ”.) bo, as a 
metier of fact, by this kind of legislation you cannot prevent, fanatics from 
doing such things ; while sane men will never commit acts like that even 
when there is no legislation. (Mr. K. Ahmed : “ Send him to jail, an 
he will not do a thing like that,”) And thus this whole piece of legisla¬ 
tion is rather futile. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : A good sermon from the 
pulpit ! (Laughter.) . , * ; 

Mr. T. A. K. Shervani : Well, I am not in the habit of delivering 
sermons, I have been all through listening to the sermons, I am presenting 
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only a common sense view before the. Honourable gentleman over there. 
Gan you stop a mad man from displaying his madness ? Just, consider your 
own fanaticism, look how we are being led to it. There is a member of a 
community who abused a religion, and a judge delivered a judgment. The 
members of a particular community are abusing the judge. Why should 
you abuse him 1 He may have committed an honest mistake. There is 
the other community, more cultured, more literate, which is making a hero 
of that judge. Are these mentalities to be encouraged ? I deplore these 
tendencies ; v/hether it may be on the part of my own co-religionists to 
abuse a particular judge, or whether it may be the sister community to 
make a liero of him. (Laughter.) 

Sir, I have one more remark to make about co-operation ; all of us 
should take a lesson from it. We have to eo-opei te with the Government 
when religions and communal fanaticism are rampant, it is the curse of 
our country and a stronghold of co-operation ; I should not congratulate 
mj'self on co-operating "with the Government when I have to protect my 
religion. Do I need co-operation with the Government to protect my 
Prophet from the attacks of certain fanatics when I believe that my 
Prophet is, projected already by divine laws and history from scurrilous 
attacks of all lands ? Neither does the great religion of Islam require any 
protection whether it be obtained by means of co-operation or non-co-opera¬ 
tion. ; "' 

Mr. K. Ahmed : But you have taken up practice again, haven’t 
you ? After coming out of the jail, you are co-operating with the Gov¬ 
ernment now. (Loud Laughter.) 

Mr. T. A. K. Shervani : That is beside the point. Sir, as 
regards the mode and manner of the speech of the Honourable gentle¬ 
man who spoke, just before me I would like to say one word. I would 
rather use his own words that “ two wrongs do not make one right ”, and 
therefore I must leave his speech out of consideration. (An Honourable 
Member ; *‘ Is he also a fanatic ? ”) Sir, as regards the delaying of the 
measure, 1 would submit that the sooner this business is finished, the 
better. It has already done a lot of mischief, and we should not relish the 
mischief any longer ; so we should finish it as soon as possible. Sir, with 
these ideas of mine I support the measure. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty-Five Minutes to 
Three of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty-Five Minutes to 
Three of the Clock. Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. W. T. M. Wright (Secretary : Legislative Department ) : Sir, I 
move that the question be now put. 

Mr. President : Is it the general desire of the House that the Chair 
should accept closure ? 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, I want to say a few words, having regard to the fact that some 
members of the Party have spoken differently. 

Mr. President : Raja Ghazanfnr Ali Ivhan. 
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Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan : Sir, I thank you. very much for giving 
me this opportunity to say-a few wyords in connection with this question 
which is now before-the House for-consideration. There seems to he 
a lot of confusion of thought so far as the object of this Bill, which we- 
are discussing to-day, is concerned.. It has been remarked by. some of 
the speakers that this Bill is desired by Mussalmans more than by any¬ 
body else. Some people have gone to such an extent as to say, that the 
object of Government in bringing forward this Bill is ! to show a sort of 
favouritism to the Muslim community... I do not agree with those' 
remarks. I think this Bill, whether it is good or bad, affects both com¬ 
munities equally. Besides, it is absolutely wrong to say that the demand 
for such legislation came from Muslim quarters. On the other hand,, 
it is the Punjab High Court which probably recommended to the Govern¬ 
ment to bring forward such a measure. The, Honourable Judge who. 
tried the Bajpal case said that, although he was convinced that the book 
was worded in very uncivilised language and the author of that bo’ok 
deserved to be punished, as-the law stood he could not punish him under 
section 153A. He strongly recommended that the law should be amended 
so that all such cases may- be covered by the law, and I think it was 
chiefly on the recommendation of the Judge, and the flaw in the law 
pointed out by him, that the Government found it necessary to bring for¬ 
ward this measure. 

There also seems to be some misunderstanding regarding the Vartman 
case and the Rajpai case. If the Judges who tided the Vartman case had 
definitely' said in their judgment that by convicting the author, publisher 
and writer of the pamphlet Vartman, they overruled the judgment which 
was delivered by the, Judge in the Rajpai ;case,- I think'we might have felt 
that it was not so necessary to have this-measure. Although I know that 
while delivering that judgment in the Vartman case the learned-Judges 
considered some of the reasons which led the Judge who tried the Rajpai 
ease to acquit the accused and they did • not agree, with some of the 
remarks of the, Judge, still, I think it is wrong to say that both the cases 
were absolutely similar. In the Vartman case the. prosecution has defi-i 
nitely proved and established that the author of Vartman had the definite 
object of creating . hatred between' different classes of His, Majesty’s 
subjects or at least Muhammadans had the genuine feeling of hatred not 
against the author of this pamphlet alone but against the Hindu com¬ 
munity as a whole. I do not know whether the prosecution had succeeded 
in establishing this fact in the Ra-ngila Rasul ease. Therefore it is wrong 
to say that the judgment in the Rangila- Rasul case has been overruled 
by the Vartman case, and therefore this law is not. necessary. I take 
exception to another remark which was made by Mr. Amar Nath Dutt 
who said that this agitation about the Rajpai case was artificial. I say 
it is entirely wrong. The agitation was genuine and all the Muhammadans 
all over India very keenly felt that a man who had insulted the Prophet 
in such a scurrilous language had been acquitted. There may be some 
forms of this agitation to which some people may take exception. , But 
so far as the resentment of the Muhammadans against the judgment was 
concerned, leaving aside the personality of the Judge who delivered that 
judgment, it was genuine. In other words, the Muhammadans all over 
India strongly resented the fact that the writer of Rajpai case was 
acquitted. 
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I only wish to say a word about my Honourable friend Mr. Sbei-vani. 
I want to make it perfectly clear that the object of the Bill is not to 
protect the Prophet. The object of the Bill is not-to protect, other pro¬ 
phets or founders of the various religions. I entirely agree with him 
that however scurrilously these esteemed personalities may be attacked, still 
the world has got admiration for their deeijs and it will not matter much 
so far as their reputation or personality is concerned. The object of the 
Bill is to stop the spreading of feeling of ill-will and enmity between the 
different classes of His Majesty’s subjects. Under section 153A., the 
prosecution has to prove that the pamphlet or the writing has actually 
promoted enmity between the different classes of His Majesty’s subjects. 
In some cases the prosecution may fail to prove that such writings did 
create feelings of enmity between the different classes of His Majesty’s 
subjects, but the fact may still be there that enmity has been created 
whenever, in present circumstances, a man belonging to- one community 
attacks the religious feelings of another community. 

The chief objection to this Bill comes from those people who are 
interested in the Press. I am one of those persons who have got great 
admiration for the liberty of the Press. I am one of those persons who 
would like to place no restriction upon the freedom which the Press enjoys. 
But let us see what the object of the Press is. The chief object of the 
Press is to educate the masses and give them a real training for some 
high ideals. If the Press forget its proper duty and if it takes upon itself 
to be responsible for all the feelings of hatred and enmity which are now 
present among the different communities in India, I think the Press has 
got no right to expect any sympathy from us. If you ask any member 
of any community, if you ask any sensible man of any community, he 
will tell you, “ God save us from the Press ”. (Laughter.) Some say 
even the Associated Press. So- far as the Press is concerned, every one 
of them agrees that the only thing which is now responsible for the 
present disgraceful state of affairs which exists in this country is the 
Press. It may be the vernacular Press, it may be the Lahore Press, it 
may be the United Provinces Press, or it may be the Nagpur Press, or it 
may be the Calcutta Press, but all the same, it is the Press. We want 
to press upon those who are interested in the Press to realise once for all 
that if they want to abuse their right and the liberty that is enjoyed by 
them, we shall always be prepared to co-operate with the Government in 
bringing forward any measure which would be a restriction upon the 
Press taking undue advantage of the liberty that it now enjoys. 

The arguments which these gentleman who oppose the consideration 
of this Bill have advanced so far are not about the merits of the Bill which 
is before us, but are based on a serious suspicion that this legislation or 
this law may be improperly applied. I think we should keep the issues 
very clear on this point. I submit that every law in the Indian Penal 
Code can be misapplied by the executive if they choose to do so. Now. 
would you say that those laws which can be misapplied should be removed 
from the Statute-book ? I do not agree with my Honourable friend Mr. 
Bolvi that every man may be allowed to start a prosecution under this 
section. It should be entirely left to the Government to see that, 
wherever there is a reasonable case and wherever a man has done such 
mischief to the interests of Indian nationalism that there is no peace 
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possible between the two communities, the Government will start prosecu¬ 
tions only in grave circumstances. To leave it to private individuals is 
to overflood the courts which I think nobody would like. 

Therefore, Sir, with these few observations I very strongly support 
the motion that the Bill be taken into consideration and hope that no 
time will be lost in putting it on the Statute-book. 

An Honourable Member : 1 move that the question be now put. 


Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar : Sir, some members of my party have 
spoken opposing tins motion, as the party has given itself freedom on this 
question, and I have also the freedom to express my own opinion. It is 
I think a matter for some regret that there should be any strong, opposition 
to this measure severely restricted as it has been in Select Committee. Is 
it the case that you want, is it the ease that any Member of this Assembly 
w r ants that a person “ with deliberate and malicious intention of outrag¬ 
ing the religious feelings of any class ” should “ insult or attempt to insult 
the religion or the religious beliefs of that class ”? I put that question 
nakedly, and I think there can be only one answer. You cannot say that 
it should be allowed. ' . ■ • •, ■ 


Then the next question is this. Under the law as it at present stands 
without this Bill, is this an offfence ? I say, Sir, that this is not an offence 
under the existing law specifically and substantively. What is an offence 
under the existing law is if you promote class hatred and fulfil the re¬ 
quirements of section 153-A, then you may bring a person who promotes 
class hatred within that section. I do not know that if you simply insult 
the religion or the religious beliefs of a class you can say in every case 
that you promote class hatred. There can be difference of opinion—I have 
nothing to do with recent judgments—there can be reasonable difference 
of opinion and it cannot be said that to insult the religion or religious be¬ 
liefs of a class must necessarily promote class hatred in every case. In 
the one ease, the gist of the offence is direct promotion of class hatred. In 
the case of the present Bill the gist of the offence is the deliberate and mali¬ 
cious intention of outraging the religious feelings of any class in insulting 
or attempting -to insult the religion or the religious beliefs of that class. 
Therefore, the two offences are distinct and I do not think that this offence, 
which is sought to be provided for, is really an offence under the law as it 
stands. 


Now it may be that those who were responsible for the drafting of the 
Penal Code thought that there was no necessity for a law of blasphemy in 
India, and I quite agree that it would have been an ideal state of things if 
we still had not that necessity. I myself prefer, like my master and the 
master of better men—Mahatma Gandhi—that there should be no laws at 
all punishing anybody and if it were possible by adopting the satyagrahic 
attitude to keep all people in order, that would he an ideal state of tilings. 
I have got. very much sympathy with the sentiments which have been so 
eloquently and so feelingly expressed hv my Honourable friend Mr. 
Sliervani. But at the same time as practical men looking at the state or 
society as it exists, is it to be said that Hinduism and Muhammadanism 
are either defunct religions or are getting rapidly moribund ? T think, Sir, 
that both these religions are powerful religions, full of vitality yet, and 
rowever much of a rationalist'one ~may be, I cannot imagine the time when 
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these two religions will cease to exist or those peoples who profess them will 
die out. Sir, we are not valetudinarian Hindus ; we are not valetudinarian 
Muhammadans. I am afraid we are robust Hindus and robust Muham¬ 
madans, and therefore it is idle to say that there can be that freedom to 
insult 'the religion or the religious beliefs of a class with deliberate and 
malicious intention of outraging the religious feelings of that class. I do 
not know what the religious feelings of English society may he. I presume 
there too there are people who feel deeply for religion ; and the law 
of England does recognise blasphemy as an offence, winch the Indian law 
does not recognise. According to the judgment of the House of Lords in 
Boman v. Secular Society, 1917 Appeal Cases, “ blasphemous matter ” 
means “ words spoken, written or printed, whereby it is sought to 
bring the Christian religion into contempt by means of ribald, contume¬ 
lious or scurrilous language ”. The present Bill is much narrower in 
scope than the law of blasphemy in England. It is not merely by any 
scurrilous, ribald, contumelious language that the intention is presumed : 
you go further and you -want here malicious and deliberate intention. I 
cannot understand how the liberty of the Press—I am using the word 
“ liberty ” advisedly—is restricted by means of this language. I yield 
to none in my love of the Press and in my appreciation of its liberties. 
But the Press has its duties also ; and when I see that it is said to be a 
repressive law I must, with all deference to my friend, Mr. Rangaswami 
Iyengar and to my friend, Mr. K. C. Roy, say that, it is not a repressive 
law at all in my judgment. It will certainly be a repressive law if we 
pass a law which will strengthen the hands of the bureaucracy or which 
will prevent us from fighting as much as we can fight against the Govern¬ 
ment for the purpose of getting Swaraj or freedom of Speech or Assembly. 
Of course I do not want any law of sedition ; I wish it were blotted out 
of the Penal Code. Similarly, I am against section In3A and I wish it 
were blotted out of the Penal Code : but this is an enactment for thC 
protection of the religions of India and to say, as Mr. Roy said, that this 
puts a premium upon intolerance and bigotry is far too strong a proposition 
and I could not at all appreciate the logical steps by which he arrived at 
that, to him, convincing conclusion. All that I can say for myself is that 
it is a just law which is necessary to educate people into tolerance. It is 
the spirit of tolerance that is sought to be created. People must be 
educated in their homes not to insult the religion or religious feelings of 
other people. The Press must also educate the people in this ; but if 
the Press does not educate the people in this respect, or the education by 
means of the Press is defective, if sometimes the Legislature has to step 
in for the purpose of educating the community not to go beyond a certain 
stage in attacking flic religion or religious beliefs of a particular com¬ 
munity, to say that this is putting a premium upon intolerance and 
bigotry is, I submit, not right at all. What is happening to-day is that 
wc are really face to face with religious intolerance and fanaticism. 
Till quite recently, in India, tolerance of each other’s religion was an 
accepted fact and there was no necessity for having in Tndia this medieval 
law of blasphemy which disfigures the common law of England. But 
unfortunately to-day communal conditions are not such as to enable us 
to continue to enjoy that spirit of tolerance, and I would appeal both to the 
Hindu Members of the Assembly and to the Muslim Members to look at this 
question in a calm and dispassionate spirit. I do not think the aeeident 
of the Risala Yartman or Xtavgila Rasul case should make us imagine that 
it is a Muhammadan demand we are yielding to or that this legislation is 
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for the benefit of Muhammadans. I consider, Sir, this is as much a law 
for the protection of my religion, Hinduism, as it is for the protection of 
Muhammadanism, and a Hindu who wants Swaraj is as much bound fo' 
protect the Muhammadan religion as his own religion, and a Muham¬ 
madan who wants Swaraj must protect Hinduism from the detainers of 
the Hindu religion as much as he must protect his own religion. I do 
not consider in these matters that we should say that simply because we 
differ in our religious beliefs we have not got the mutual, duty of seeing 
that the religion of each community is respected and is not insulted beyond 
limits. I do not think, as the Bill is worded, that any fair criticism or 
■even any vehement and unfair criticism or even criticism couched in in¬ 
sulting language, would come within it whether the language is used by a 
social reformer or merely by a critic opponent of the religion concerned 
or a sceptic. Even if the language of contempt is employed, it may not 
bring him by itself within the clutches of this measure if it becomes law 
though it may in some cases be some evidence of malice. "What will bring 
him within the clutches of this Bill is only speeches and writings with 
deliberate and malicious intention to outrage feelings ; that is to say, if 
he seeks to outrage the religious feelings of a particular class, and insults 
the religion or religious beliefs of that class. I submit, therefore, Sir, 
that the Bill contains sufficient safeguards, to protect the liberty of the 
Press or the liberty of the individual critic, historian or reformer in the 
amplest manner possible. Before coming into the House just now, Sir, 
I saw the decision in the ease Chakravarty vs. Emperor in the Calcutta 
High Court under section 153-A, -where the explanation of the word 
“ malicious ” is given. We have got that decision of the Calcutta High 
Court which says that the republication of inflammatory matter intended to 
promote communal or class hatred will not by itself make the publisher or 
printer of a newspaper liable. I cannot imagine how the newspapers are 
going to be penalised by this legislation, by mere innocent publication or 
republication. If an editorial is written in a journal with the deliberate 
and malicious object of outraging the religious feelings of a particular 
class, undoubtedly that newspaper wilBbecome amenable to the pains and. 
penalties imposed by the Bill, and-'I do not suppose any editor or pro¬ 
prietor of a newspaper will say,hliat that should not be the case, there¬ 
fore, Sir, I consider that this is a very just piece of legislation. 

My friend Mr. K. C. Roy said that he was surprised that I should 
support a Bill of this description, and he thought that it was in .terms o 
the Unity Conference I was thinking when I, the other day, supported this 
measure. Well, Sir, if that was so, I think I was justified in it, and I take 
it as a compliment, and I only wish that all of us proceeded to enac 
legislation in that spirit. I think that is the spirit that should pervade 
this Assembly. But there is no question of weakness ; there is no question. 
of surrender of Hindu rights or Muslim rights ; nor is there any ques¬ 
tion of partiality to one community or the other. If you find that tne 
administration of this legislation by this Government to be such as V?' 
duly to protect one community more than another, there is certainly tm. 
Assembly, and there will be plenty of other opportunities when you can 
agitate on that matter and see that the Government and the adminis¬ 
trators and those who sanction prosecutions are compelled to remain im¬ 
partial. But simply because the administration of the law may be bad in 

particular areas or in particular hands, that is no reason why we should not 
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seek to protect each, other’s religion. I am not here to protect or 
strengthen the Government to any extent. I am not here to add to the 
law of sedition or to section 153-A or to the armoury of repressive laws. 
I am here to protect the Hindu religion from the grievous onslaughts 
that may be made by malicious persons ; I am here to protect the Muham¬ 
madan religion from the grievous onslaughts that may be made by mali¬ 
cious people. I am here for the protection of these two great religions 
and these two great communities and for the purpose of promoting peace 
and goodwill between these two communities. It was only for these 
reasons that I was a party to the Report of the Select Committee, and 
I heartily support the motion that the Rill be taken into consideration. 

(Several Honourable Members moved that the question be put.) 

Mr. President : The question is that the puestion be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : The original question was : 

“ That, the Bill further to amend the Indian Penal Code and the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 189S, for a certaiu purpose, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken 
into consideration. ’ ’ 

Since which the following amendment has been moved 

“ That the Bill, as reported by the Seleet Committc, be circulated for the purposo 
of eliciting opinions thereon by the 15th January, 1928.” 

The question I have to put is that that amendment be. made. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Indian Penal Code and the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898, for a certain purpose, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken 
into consideration. ’ ’ 

The motion was adopted. 

. Mr. President : The question is : 

‘ ‘ That clause 2 do stand part of the Bill. ’ ’ 

Pandit Nilakantha Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, 
I beg to move : 

“ That in clause 2 of the Bill for the words * religious feelings ’ the word ‘ feel¬ 
ings ’ be substituted and consequential changes be made in the other clauses of the 
Bill.” 

The section says : 

‘' Whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the religious 
feelings of any class of His Majesty’s subjects, by words, either spoken or written, or 
by visible representations, insults or attempts to insult tho religion or the religious 
beliefs of that class.” 

When we am hero clearly stating “ religion or religious beliefs ” which 
will be insulted there is no meaning in saying, I think, that “ religious 
feelings ” also are outraged. There is no need of putting the word reli¬ 
gious ” before “ feelings It is perhaps enough if feelings only are out¬ 
raged by the insult of religion or religions beliefs. Moreover you cannot 
characterise the feeling outraged as religious, for no religion contemplates 
want of peace and rutiled feeling on any account. The feeling thus out- 
.raged is, I may say so, rather irreligious. Therefore, this is not simply 
superfluous or redundant. But it means nothing but blasphemy to religion 
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and here serves no useful purpose. It may. also give a handle to my 
lawyer Triends in court to make a distinction whether religious feeling 
was outraged or any other feeling was outraged and this frustrates the 
safeguard contemplated in the Bill. Therefore this being only some¬ 
thing like a formal amendment, correcting probably a mistake of the 
draftsman, I move it and hope that the Mover of the Bill will accept it. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Sir, I move : 

“ That in clause 2, for the words ' any class of His Majesty’s subjects ’ the words 
‘ Muhammadan subjects of His Majesty ’ be substituted.” 

Sir, after the vote which has befallen my friend, I do not know what will 
be the fate of this amendment, but still I deem it my duty to move the 
amendment standing in my name which I have just read out. 

The majority verdict of this House has been that the words “ religious 
feelings ” should be there, but I want to have the following words substi¬ 
tuted, namely, instead of the word “ any class of His Majesty’s subjects ” 
I want to have the words “ Muhammadan subjects of His Majesty ”. 
And my reasons are these. No other class has demanded a legislation 
like this and we in this House find that our Muhammadan brethren are 
very keen about it, and out of deference to their opinion I think we 
should yield to their desire by having this legislation. Therefore, Sir, 
1 beg to submit that in clause 2 a change like this should be made, namely, 
for the words “ any class of His Majesty’s subjects ” the words Muham¬ 
madan subjects of His Majesty ” should be substituted. 

The motion was negatived. 

*'Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar (Madras ceded districts and 
Chittoor : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I move : 

“ That in clause 2 after the words * spoken or written ’ insert the words ‘ or by 

acts 

Sir, I find that in this debate which has taken place for a long time, many 
Members have been complaining that there are many loopholes 
in this Bill, and if this is one of the loopholes, I wish that 
it should be rectified now by the insertion of the words 
“or acts”. Sir, it is possible for a man deliberately and mali¬ 
ciously to insult or wound the religious feelings of any other community 
not only by words spoken or written, or by words published in news¬ 
papers or by visible representations, but also by some acts which will not 
involve either words or representations. For instance. Sir, a religious 
procession of the Hindus is taking place. Supposing some Muhammadan 
Brother—probably I should not call him a brother if he is engaged in 
such an act of insult—supposing some Muhammadan comes in and wants 
to kill a cow in the midst of that procession. It is neither a word nor a 
representation nor a visible sign, but yet an act which may wound the 
religious feelings of the Hindu community. • ■ 

Mr. K. Ahm ed : There is another section for that in the Indian Penal 
Code. 

Spocc.h not corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : Similarly, when a Muhammadan pro¬ 
cession is talcing place during the Mohurrum, supposing some Hindus 
•deliberately go there in order to have their own music and their own re¬ 
ligious prayers mingled with those of the Muhammadans, that will wound 
the religious feelings of our Muhammadan brethren. Therefore, I think 
it is absolutely necessary that we must have these words also added to 
clause 2, because that is also a manner in which some fanatics may deli¬ 
berately and maliciously wound the religious feelings of another com¬ 
munity. Of course we have got a journalistic doctrine enunciated in the 
Select Committee—I call it a journalistic doctrine because journalists 
have combined to establish a new doctrine—that the moment an offence 
is provided against in an Act, such offences will become more numerous. 
This is the first time I have heard that doctrine. I never heard of it 
before—if murder is provided against, murders will become more nu¬ 
merous, if daeoity is provided against, dacoities will become more 
numerous. But as these journalists have been telling us that these 
offences will become more numerous, for my part I wish to provide 
against the contingency of religious feelings being wounded not only by 
words and representations but also by acts. This is my reason for sug¬ 
gesting that this amendment should be made. 

The Honourable Mr>. J. Crerar : Sir, I must oppose this amendment. 
It will be apparent to the House that this amendment would entail a very 
large and dangerous extension of the Act. During the course of the 
discussion, as is apparent from the Report of the Select Committee, much 
of our attention was devoted to making the Act so restricted as not to 
include cases which by common consent ought not to come within its 
ambit, at the same time leaving it operative for the strictly limited pur¬ 
pose in view. The Honourable Member’s amendment would open the 
door to consequences which none of us whp supported this Bill would evcr- 
thinlc of dealing with. Many of the cases which the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber has in mind would probably be covered by the specific provisions of 
some of the sections of Chapter XV and other sections of the Code which 
deal with specific acts. I oppose the amendment. 

(Some Honourable Members : “ Let the question be now put.) 

(Mr. A. -Bangaswami Iyengar rose in his seat.) 

Mr. President : What the Honourable Member from Madras wishes 
to say has already been stated by Mr. Crerar. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : I only want to say a word because the 
Press has been mentioned. 

Mr. President : The Press has lost. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : The Press will never lose its case. 
The only point that I wished to bring out was that the matter mentioned 
by my Honourable friend, Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar, is already cover¬ 
ed by sections 295 and 298 of the Indian Penal Code. 

• Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar : It is not. provided for. 

Mr. A. Ragaswami Iyengar : Section 298 runs as follows : 

“ Whoever, with deliberate intention of wounding the religions feelings of any 
person, utters any word or makes any sound in the hearing of that person or raakes 
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any gesture in the sight of that person, or places any object in the sight of that person, 
shall be punished 'with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to one year, or with tine, or with both. ’ ’ 

Mr. President : The Honourable the Home Member had taken this 
very point. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : My Honourable friend contended that 
it is necessary to extend the scope of this section to further offences than 
was contemplated by the Select Committee, on the ground that he does 
not agree with the view embodied in the minute of the press men on 
the Select Committee, that because you constitute new offences, that 
would, by itself, be a means of encouraging the commission of these offences. 
I only wish in support of this to cite the opinion of a. very high autho¬ 
rity—that of Lord Haldane when he was Lord Chancellor. He said : 

‘ ‘ Public opinion is very important in this connection. You may make as many 
laws as you like, but unless public opinion backs you up you will not succeed —nay, 
morn, you will make things worse, because you convert wliat was possibly a very 
flagitious act into something of quite a different character, because of the restriction 
on liberty which you seek to impose. ’ ’ 

Mr. President : That has nothing to do with the present motion. 

Mr. At. Rangaswami Iyengar : It has a good deal to do with what 
my friend said. 


Mr. Amar Hath Butt : The eat is now let out of the bag. As I have 
remarked previously, it is only to pander to a certain community and 
not with a desire to promote nationalism that this Bill has been intro¬ 
duced by the Government. You see, Sir, as soon as my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar, wants to give the Hindus some protection, 
the Honourable the Home Member rises at once and says “ No ”. . It 
was not meant for that, and it is the favourate wife policy. I was sur¬ 
prised that a shrewd lawyer like my Honourable friend, Mr. Rangaswami 
Iyengar, should quote the authority of Lord Haldane in support of the 
Honourable the Home Member. Sir, on this matter we are so much 
divided in this House that we have very little hope of succeeding. Still, 
I hope that the good sense of the Hindu Members in this House will pre¬ 
vail and that Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar’s amendment will be accepted. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : To ex.tend the law ? . 

Mr. Amar Hath Dutt : Yes. 


Mr. President : The question is : 


be insert ed^’’ 11 C ^ aUSe a ^ er words ‘ spoken or written ’ the words 1 or by acts ’ 


The Assembly divided : 


Aiyangar, Mr. C. Duraiswamy. 
Aney, Mr. M. S. 

Belyi, Mr. D. V. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Gulab Singh, Sardar. 


AYES—10. 

Kelkar, Mr. N. C. 
Moonje, Dr. B. S. 
Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 
Prakasam, Mr. T. 
Sinha, Mr, Siddheswar. 
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NOES—69. 


Abdul Haye, Mr. 

Abdul Matin Cliaudhury, Maulvi. 

Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 

Abdullah Haji Kasim, Khan Bahadur 
Haji. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Nasir-ud-din. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Alexander, Mr. William. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

Ashrafuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Sayid. 

Ayangar, Mr. V. K. Aravamudlia. 

Ayyangar, Bno Bahadur Narasimha 
Gopalaswami. 

Badi-uz-Znman, Maulvi. 

Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Bhuto, Mr. W. W. IUahibakhsli. 
Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 
Bray, Sir Denys. 

Chalmers, Mr. T. A. 

Chunder, Mr. Nirmal Chunder. 

Coatman, Mr. .T. 

Cocke, Mr. n. G. 

Cosgravo, Mr. W. A. 

Courtenay, Mr. B. H. 

Crawford, Colonel J. D. 

Crerar, The Honourable Mr. J. 

Crofton, Mr. B. M. 

Dakhan, Mr. W. M. P. Ghulam Kadir 
Khan. 

Dalai, Mr. A. B. 

Dalai, Sardar Sir Bomanji. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Dunnett, Mr, .T. M. 

Pnrookhi, Mr. Abdul Latif Saliob. 
Ghazanfnr Ali Khan, Baja, 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Gidney, Licut.-Coloncl H. A. J. 


Goswami, Mr. T. C. 

Haigh, Mr. P. B. 

Irving, Mr. Miles. 

Ismail Khan, Mr. 

Iyengar, Mr. A. Bangaswami. 

Jf 'nkar, Mr. M. B. 

Jinnah, Mr. M. A. 

•To-.vabir Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
Keane, Mr. M. 

Khin Maung, IT. 

Kidwai, Mr. Bati Ahmad. 

Kirk, Mr. B. T. P. 

Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Muhammad Nawaz Khan, Lieut. Sardar. 
Muklierjee, Mr. S. C. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Purshotamdns Thakurdas, Sir. 

Bainv, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rutlmaswamy, Mr. M. 

Sams, Mr. H. A. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Mohammad. 

Siddiqi, Mr. Abdul Qadir. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Singh, Bni Bahadur S. N. 

Sinlia, Mr. B. P. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Sykes, Mr. E. P. 

Tonkinson, Mr. H. 

Wright, Mr. W. T. M. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad, 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Nnwnb Sir. 

amendment which stands in my name 

written ’ the words ‘ or by signs ’ 


The motion was negatived. 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : Sir, the 
runs as follows : 

“ That in clause 2 of the Bill after the word 
bo inserted.'’ 


I do not think this amendment stands in need of a long speech. If yon 
refer to the Bill as originally presented to this House, you will find that 
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there was this expression “ or by signs ” in it. That is one reason in 
suppoi-t of my amendment. The second reason is thajt we find the same 
expression in section 499 of the Indian Penal Code. That is the section 
which deals with the offence of defamation. And just as it is possible 
to defame a mau by signs, so it is equally possible to commit by signs the 
offence for which we are now' providing. I shall give you two illustrations. 
Before I do so, I may say that I am not well acquainted with the condi¬ 
tions in Noi’thern India, but I know well the conditions in Southern 
India and my illustrations should be taken as applicable to the conditions 
prevalent in Southern India only. Now t , suppose there is a Ganpati pro¬ 
cession in a big city like Poona. Fortunately for me the District Magis¬ 
trate of Poona is present in this House and he will bear me out when I 
give you this illustration. (An Honourable Member : “Who is he ? ”) 
He is Mr. Haigh, the Chief Whip of the Government Party. Now suppose 
there is a, big procession going along a public road with or without music. 
Suppose a mischievous man of some other religion comes and makes signs, 
you know" that Ganpati is a god who has a big round belly and you know 
that he has also the trunk of an elephant. Now to insult the Hindus the 
mischievous man of another religion comes and makes signs like this. 
(The Honourable Member held his hands in front of him to denote a, big 
belly, and curled Ins hand in front of his nose to represent a trunk.) 
(Laughter). That is quite enough to upset the Hindus in the procession 
who will at once jump to the conclusion that their god has been insulted. 
Take another instance applicable to a Muhammadan procession. We 
know that in Southern India the Tajias —I do not know what they are 
called in this part of the country—are immersed in water. A good many 
Muslims follow these Tajias. I believe they have some religious ceremony 
to perform when they go to a tank or to' a river, for immersing their 
Tajias, and when they come back, it is their custom, at least in Southern 
India, to come back as if they are mourning, as if they are crying. 
Siyppose some mischievous man who does n,ot belong to the Mussalman 
faith comes in front of the people who are returning, and he wants to 
ridicule them by. doing this (the Honourable Member illustrated the 
gestui-e) and saying “ Oong, oong ”. (Loud laughter. 1 

Mr. President : Order, order. The Honourable Member must use 
language which the reporters can understand or follow' 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : If they cannot follow’me, it is not my fault. I 
am pointing out to the House the manner in which the Muhammadans may 
feel insulted and I may say that they would be justified in feeling so, 
and that might lead to rioting and perhaps to assaults. So such con¬ 
tingencies should be provided for. They were rightly provided for in 
the original Bill, but I do not know wlia.t happened in the Select Com¬ 
mittee .where all at once this expression “ or by signs ” was taken out. 

I submit to the House on these grounds that the expression c ‘ or by signs ’ ’ 
should be inserted now in the proposed new section. - - 

The Honourable Mr, J. Crerar : Sir, I oppose the amendment. I 
submit that on general grounds it is open to the same objections on 
which the previous amendment was rejected by the House, and I may 
011 1 .that precisely the kind of offences which the Honour- 

■i lember has instanced are specifically covered by section 296, which 
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relates to voluntarily causing disturbance to any assembly engaged in 
religious ceremonies, or, in tlie alternative, by section 298 which also 
deals specifically with this class of offence. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. M. S. Sesha Ayyangar (Madras and Ramnad cion Tinnevelly : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I move : 

‘ ‘ That in clause 2 of the Bill, the words ‘ or by visible representations 1 be omit¬ 
ted. ’ 

The House may be aware that the words “ by signs or by visible re¬ 
presentations or otherwise ” did occur in the original Bill, but the words 
or by signs ” and “ or otherwise ” were scored out by the Select Com¬ 
mittee, and tlia,t this' one phrase was retained. My reason for moving 
this amendment is this. The reasons given by the Select Committee for. 
deleting the words “ or by signs ” and “ or otherwise ” are these : 

“ We have limited the scope of the original section by the omission of the words 
‘ ‘ or by signs ’ ’ and the words “or otherwise ’ ’. Indeed, we find difficulty in 
imagining causes to which the latter words would be applicable, and wo think the words 
“ or by signs ” are not necessary for the purpose of the particular class of offences 
with which it is intended to deal. ’ ’ 

I do not follow the reasoning of the Select Committee in retaining the 
phrase “ or by visible representations ”. If this is the reasoning which 
appealed to them to delete the other two phrases “ or by signs ” and 
■“ or otherwise ”, then I submit “ or by visible representations ” must 
also have been omitted. Further, section 298 of the Indian Penal Code 
does cover such a case. Section 298 runs thus : 

“ Whoever, with deliberate intention of wounding the religions feelings of any 
person, utters any word or makes any sound in the hearing of that person any gesture 
in the sight of that person or places any object in the sight, of that person shall be 
punished 

Therefore, I submit that this phrase in section 298 covers such a case. 
I appeal to the Home Member to read section 298 and see if sueli a case 
does not come under that section. If that is so, then I would ask him to 
accept my amendment. The third reason I would urge is this. With 
the phrase visible representation ” it is possible to fabricate a large 
number of eases ; at least that would make the door wide for fabrication. 
For these reasons, Sir, I commend my amendment. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Sir, I think I have explained to the 
satisfaction of the House why tlie Select Committee decided to retain 
those words. I should point out in the first instance that the section 
quoted by the Honourable Member, 298, is not really in point. Tt refers 
only to the placing of bodies, etc., in the sight of any particular person. 
What the Select Committee had in mind was offensive cartoons or the like 
which might appear in letterpress and point to or make clear an offence of 
a malicious and deliberate intention. That is the reason for retaining 
these words, and I think tlie House will agree that they should he 
retained. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

*' That in alause 2 of the Bill, the words ‘ or bv visible representations ’ be omit¬ 
ted.” 

The motion was negatived. 
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looking at the measure from that standpoint, let me be quite clear before 
you when I say that, as long as there are so many religions in India 
which compete for supremacy and reformers are allowed to have their 
way in the way in which we now see them going on, all the prophets, 
seers and riskis are bound to be criticised very freely. And they ought 
to be criticised very freely. I am against religious attacks as a, rule, 
but if an attack is honest though scurrilous and is only designed to make 
a deep cut into a certain fungus growth which has been hardened by 
usage or by custom, I think I for one would stand for such a cut being 
made. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Whj r don’t you give jmur verdict then ? A 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : I am not a judge unfortunately ! 

Mr. K. Ahmed : An assessor ? l. i 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : I am not an assessor either. There 
is a section in the Criminal Procedure Code by virtue of which a lawyer 
cannot be an assessor. '*■ 

Sir, judging from the history of fanaticism I sometimes doubt if 
religion did not take its birth to make people irreligious I In the name 
of religion, Sir, such sufferings, executions and assassinations have taken 
place ! 

Mr. President : Order, order. The Honourable Member is going 
on as if he were speaking on the motion that the Bill be taken into 
consideration. He must restrict himself to the amendment now before 
the House. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : My humble submission is that, so far 
as the question of the substitution of these words is concerned, they have 
got a specific meaning and that is, that the scope of the Bill should not 
be enlarged beyond its proper due. In making this submission that the 
scope should not be enlarged, I am bound to submit why it should not 
be enlarged, and therefore, when I speak of religion in that strain, it is 
in no mood of blaspheming any religion. My submission before the 
House is that so far as religion is concerned it needs democratisation. 
There are, I submit, religious strongholds. There is such a -thing as 
religious vested rights and those rights must be pulled down by 
rationalism. 

The second thing I want to submit before you is that the scope of 
ibis law should be rather hedged down to a very narrow compass, the reason 
being this. This present situation which lias necessitated this measure is 
not the result of the acts of the common multitude. The present situation 
has resulted from the acts of the Government. r 

Mr. President : I very much regret to interrupt the Honourable 
Member again, but he is making general observations on the Bill itself 
instead of confining himself to the amendment which he has moved. I 
quite realise his difficulty. He had prepared a speech for the considera¬ 
tion stage of the Bill which lie was unable to deliver. But that is no reason 
why he shoidd take this opportunity of delivering himself ! 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : E must admit. Sir, that the observa¬ 
tions you have been pleased to make are perfectly correct and that I rehlly 
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wished to speak on the main motion also, and it is my misfortune that I 
have not been able to catch your eye. But at the same time I do not want 
to avail myself of this occasion to inflict a speech on the House. At the 
same time I am desirous, I am most solicitous to make my meaning abso¬ 
lutely clear to the House and that meaning is this. I do not want to read 
out a speech : I only want to submit that I should be allowed to make my 
meaning clear. I have already submitted before you how I feel in this 
matter and that it is in the public interests that we should see that the Bill 
does not catch in its meshes those who are really working for the good 
of the country and for the reform of religion. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : That is exactly what you are trying to do. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : I was therefore submitting that 
these words “ insults or attempts to insult ” should be substituted by the 
words which I have submitted in my amendment, because these words 
which I wish to substitute, are more, specific in meaning and, while calcu¬ 
lated to catch hold of the actual culprit, will leave room for those who, 
according to my estimate of things, should not be caught in the meshes 
of the law. Sir, I move the amendment. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Sir, I hope that the Honourable 
Member who moved this amendment Avill not think me in any way dis¬ 
courteous if I reply with very much more brevity than he has moved. 
There are three principal objections to his amendment and I shall make 
them very briefly. The possibility of including such words as “ scurril¬ 
ous ” and so forth was carefully considered in Select Committee and was, 
1 think, for very good and sufficient reasons discarded as impracticable. 
The Honourable Member suggested, I think, that the word “ insult ” 
which is used in the Bill does not already occur in the Code. As a matter 
of fact it occurs already in several places in the Code. That is the second 
point'. My third point is simply this, that the language of the amendment 
is so cumbrous and involved that if it were added to the clause, which is 
ali’eady not entirely simple, it would result in an exceedingly unmanage¬ 
able piece of legislation and one extremely difficult to interpret. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Sir,. 

(Several Honourable Members moved that the question be put.) 

Mr. President : I hope the Honourable Member will realise the sense 
of the House and not insist upon his right to speak. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Sir. the observations I have to make are very 
few ; but I hope the House will indulge me when I say that I oppose not 
only the amendment but tbe Bill ; and I am sure that the Honourable the 
Homo Member will realise that it is not yet too late to reconsider his 
verdict. I have not the slightest doubt that the Government of India are 
pledged to religious autonomy. AVo have in this country such a thing as 
caste autonomy, religions autonomy, sectarian autonomy. Has the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member considered the effect of his Bill upon the-e various 
religious autonomous institutions and how is lie going to deal with inter- 
sectarian eoniliet and intcr-easte conflicts which arise and arouse religioi/s 
animosities and which give rise to deliberate and, let me add. technically 
malicious attacks upon rival sects ? Bet me give you an example. A 
Brahmin has- crossed the seas and eomes back to this country and the caste 
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hold a panchayat and outcasts him and also publish in their caste news¬ 
paper that this man has become a Mlechh and is not a. Brahmin and, con¬ 
sequently, nobody should dine with him. His religious feelings are really 
aroused and if you read the section, as it stands, that man has a just cause 
for complaint. But are you going to prosecute the whole Brahmin com¬ 
munity because they have outeasted either him or his family'or a few of 
his friends -who sympathised with him ? Take the case of the Shias, and 
the regular annual fights that take place between the Shias and the Sunnis. 
The press telegrams only a few days ago gave us a vivid description of the 
feuds that take place between the various' sub-sections of'the same caste. 
Let me also remind the Honourable the Home Member that when this Bill 
becomes law it will. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member must confine himself to 
the amendment which has been moved. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour : Now ; I am arguing, Sir, a fortiori. I am 
pointing out''that if the Bill is bad, the amendment is worse..... 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is not in order in speaking 
on the merits or demerits of the Bill as a whole. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Now, Sir, there is another point to which I 
should like to draw.the attention of the House. The Honourable the author 
of the amendment complains of ambiguity in the phraseology of this Bill. 
First of all, he deals with the question of malice, and lie wants to know 
whether the malice within the contemplation of the Bill is malice prepense 
or constructive malice. He wants further to know whether the meaning 
of the word * ‘ deliberate ’ ’ is something. ■ ■ 

Mr President : All this is not relevant to the amendment now before 
the House. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour : Sir, I am recapitulating the arguments of 
the author of the amendment. 

Mr. President : That the author of the amendment was irrelevant, 
is no ground for the Honourable Member to be irrelevant. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour : Now, Sir, so far as the amendment itself is 
concerned it substitutes words which are more ambiguous and more capa¬ 
ble of a wider meaning than the language used in the Bill itself. As you, 
Sir, would not allow me to recapitulate the arguments of the author of 
the amendment or to deal with him but leave me within the narrow door 
of this amendment, I can only say that I reserve my right, should I be so 
fortunate as to catch your eye, to make general observations upon the Bill 
at a later stage when it comes for the third reading. 


Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That in clause 2, for the words ‘ Insults or attempts to insult ’ the words ‘scurri- 
lously attacks in offensive and improper language or by offensive and improper visible 
representation or attempts to seurrilouslv attack in offensive and improper language or 
*’>• offensive and improper visible representation ’ be substituted. ’ ’ 

The motion was negatived. 


Mr. Amar Nath Butt : (The Honourable 
greeted with cries of “ Withdraw, withdraw 
v i vlraw ; I shall move my amendment. 


Member on rising was 
-”) I am not going to 
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(Cries of “ Withdraw, withdraw 
Mr. President : Order, order. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; Sir, it would have been much better if the two 
previous amendments had been accepted by the House, and although they 
have not been accepted, I still rely on the good sense of this blouse and 
beg to move the amendment that stands in my name. Seeing that much 
mischief has been done by the introduction of religion in this Bill, I 
want to do away at least with the last portion of clause 2 which deals 
with religion, namely, “ insults or attempts to insult the religion or the 
religious beliefs of that class ”. Instead of that I ask the House to 
substitute the words “ the Prophet of the Muhammadans ”, because, 
Sir, there were certain scurrilous writings against the Prophet of Islam 
which have wounded the religious feelings of our Muhammadan fellow 
subjects, and I think it is but right and proper that they should have 
some protection in this matter. But I do not say that protection 
is offered to them by the words “ insults or attempts to insult the religion 
or the religious beliefs of that class ”. Now, Sir, here no mention is made 
of avatars, - gurus, prophets, and such like things. In fact, we want. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Sir, on a point of order. The amend¬ 
ment which my Honourable friend is moving now is altogether conse¬ 
quential to amendment No. 7 which he has already lost. 

Mr. President : The amendment is not consequential, but the accept¬ 
ance of it will make the whole clause absurd. (Cries of “ Withdraw ”.) 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Sir, I am not going to withdraw. It may 
give a certain absurdity but it will not be more absurd than the one 
which is in the clause itself. And this is a very unhappy specimen of 
legislative draftsmanship, because “ insult^ or attempts to insult a 
religion ” is meaningless. I do not know how a religion can be insulted. 
Tn fact, religion is above all insult, if it is really a religion at all. I am 
not going to discourse on religion, neither am I competent to discourse 
on religion, but what little I know of religions that are practised in 
this world by the followers of various religions is that they consider 
religion to be something sacred and which does not come within the 
purview of human legislation, but it is something divine whether it be 
revealed religion or inspired religion. Be that as it may. Sir, I still 
press my amendment and I hope the House will accept it. 

The motion was negatived. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : Sir, I move : 

“ That in clause 2 of the Bill for the words ‘ the religion or religious beliefs of ’ 
substitute tlic words ‘ any one held in religious esteem or reverence by ’ and make the 
necessary consequential changes in the clauses and Schedule which follow.” 

Six-, at the outset I must confess that through oversight there have been 
some unfortunate mistakes in drafting this amendment. I have put 
“ any one but I mean “ any one, or anything, including relics, gods, 
and goddesses ”, and I shall crave your indulgence to permit me to 
add those words, so that I should he definite in restricting the scope of 
the Bill exactly to that for which this legislation is demanded. 
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Mr. President : The Honourable Member has got other amendments. 
He can move them when the time comes. I cannot allow the Honourable 
Member to make any alteration in this amendment. • ' . 

Mr. E. Das : Sir, I beg to move the amendment standing in my 
name : • - ' : 

“ That in clause 2 for the words 1 or the religious beliefs of that class ’ the, words 
‘ of that class, or the founder, prophet or avatar or such religion ’ be substituted.” 

Sir, 1 do not know where I stand and where this legislation is going to' 
make me stand in future. There are so many saints, so many avatars," 
so many prophets, I want to have a limit, to know how far this is going 
to apply. By founder I mean Guru Nanak, Raja Ram Mohan Roy, 
Sree Chaitanya, etc. ; by prophet I mean, Buddha, Jesus, Muhammad 
and Zoroaster ; by avatar, I mean certain avatars of the Hindu 
religion. I do not like this particular clause to humbug us in ■ our 
ordinary daily transactions and we will be faced with sedition against 
many modern gurus and saints. For the edification of the House I will 
4 pJr just quote a line describing Gurus from the Census 

Report of 1901, by Sir Edward Gait, who happened 
to be afterwards Governor of my Province. Talking about Gurus he 
.says : . ' 

“ This adoration of the Guru is one of the most characteristic features of the - 
Vaislmava revival in Bengal. The Vaislmavas say : 

* When Hart—(Hari means God)—is angry, the Guru is our protector, but when 
■the Guru is angry we have no one to protect us.’ This service veneration of the Guru 
is called Gurupddftsraya. ” 

Sir, when I find that there are such opinions prevalent I want to 
protect myself so that I will not come under this Act cither in this House 
or outside this House. Sir, as a Hindu I knew I had 33 crores of gods 
but looking into this particular Census Report I find that in the Hindu 
religion there are so many gods and godlings. 

Mr. Amar Nath. Dutt : Godlings 1 I object to that, Sir. 

Mr. B. Das : Sir Edward Gait, in this Census Report, says that there 
are godlings of nature, godlings of disease, deified heroes, ghosts and. 
evil spirits, Gramya Devatas, and Gurus and bogus Gurus whom I have 
mentioned already this morning. How do we stand ? How are you 
going to protect the public from the operation of this particular enact¬ 
ment ? I also find from the same Census Report that even among the 
Muhammadans of Bengal there are many Saints and Pirs. (An Honour¬ 
able Member : “ Never mind ”.) I wiil enlighten you a little. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : The clause is quite explicit. Don’t be under a mis¬ 
apprehension. 

Mr. B. Das : There are many Pirs. Some of the Pirs and Saints 
died only 20 or 30 years ago. Some of us unwittingly might utter words 
that might go against any of these, that might hurt the religious feelings' 
of the followers of any of these saints. There is a quotation given here 
which is very apt. I will read it to the House. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : That does not touch the clause of the Bill. 
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. Mr. B. Das : It will give some sense to my Honourable friend Mr. K. 
Alimed. It is : . 

‘ ‘ Tiara to Mir, 

Glidta to Fakir, 

Mara to Fir.” 

which, if translated, means, 

“ If he grew rich, he became a chief, if poor, a beggar, and if he died, ho 
blossomed into a saint.” 

Mr. K. Ahmed : There is no relevancy in it whatever. 

Mr. B. Das : I cannot understand how I stand. 1 do not think 
Members of this House would be so irreligious—I will not say irreligious— 
would be so ungentlemanly as to offer any insult to any great religious 
teacher or any Prophet or Avatar. But I want the law to be so framed 
that it is understood by the millions of the lay public. I belong to the 
lay public. 1 might offend the Guru of somebody even in this House. 
There are so many bogus Gurus, as we find in Bengal, Dibrugarh and 
Orissa. It is so easy, Sir, to become a Guru and earn lakhs and lakhs of 
rupees. I know many Hindus even convicts, who have become Gurus like 
that. It is so easy to grow a beard like my friends Mr. Acharya or Pandit 
Nilakantlia Has and pose as a Guru. I wish I could become a Guru and 
make it the chief source of my livelihood ! I say that the law should be 
so framed that it protects the innocent and does not suppress free thinking 
and rational school of thought. With these few words I commend my 
amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

The motion was negatived. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : I beg to move : 

‘ ‘ That in clause 2 for the words ' imprisonment of either description ’ substitute 
the words ‘ simple imprisonment ’ and make consequential changes in the Schedule.” 

Sir, we have widened the scope of the Bill so much that I am 
afraid it will mostly imprison cultured men. Religion or religious 
belief—this expression is very, very wide. For instance, as my Burmese 
friend remarked the other day, I do not know whether rationalists, 
agnostics, positivists and others like them can be said to have any religion 
in the sense in which the term “ religion ” is generally applied. But 
it is their duty to deliberately run down any religion having a God. 
When they deliberately do it, it will be easy, when feeling is inflamed 
among the masses—to find malice in that deliberate running down. 
(A?! Honourable Member : Free thinker.) Yes, I speak of free 
thinkers,' and if you have care for such free thinkers having no God 
or Prophet to protect them against any outrage, then mind how under 
the wide net you spread under the provision of this Act you will be 
always sending such men to jail. They deliberately insult our so 
called religions, as they feel it their duty to do so, to them your God is, 
so to say, a creation of chicken-hearted foolishness and I am afraid 
that it will be very easy to explain such statements as malicious insults 
to religion, and those highly cultured men will be undoubtedly con¬ 
signed to prison. On the other hand. I do not think the rationalists 
are so very wild that they should be inflamed, but if they be. and speak 
or write some sentences in legitimate excitement, what follows ? No 
lawyers, like those on the Select Committee, will even be required to 
prove their offence. They will have to walk simply from court to 

d 2 
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prison. I do not know whether I shall be allowed to refer here to the 
amendment of mine which has not been allowed, where I wanted to 
restrict, but unfortunately I was not allowed to make some formal 
correction.... 

Mr. President : Had the Honourable Member any hope to. carry 
the House with him-oh that amendment ? ’ 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : Hope springeth eternal in the! human 
breast. (Mr. K. Ahmed : “ Not, here ”.) Therefore, I think that simple 
imprisonment will be enough for that class of people, who on account 
of their culture are under this Bill liable to go to jail. 

There is another class. There are fanatics, rustics, ruffians and 
others like them, and they are also contemplated in this Bill. I know 
that many of them, if they get rigorous imprisonment, will be engaged 
in labour from morning to evening in jail, and they will not have time 
to mend themselves or to think of their past offences or guilt. I should 
therefore like to say that in simple imprisonment you may provide for 
some religious instruction or religious study or some other means by which 
the man may be reformed. There is no need for sentencing a man to rigo¬ 
rous imprisonment for some utterances which be felt entitled to make on 
account of his culture, belief or even fanaticism. My Honourable- 
friend Mr. Jayakar remarked very aptly the other day that fanatics 
should be considered so many lunatics. To prescribe rigorous punish¬ 
ment for them is useless. 

Mr. President : I think the House is now convinced. 

Pandit .Nilakantha Das : I think you for the conviction that the 
House has got through you. I move my amendment. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That in clause 2 for the words ‘ imprisonment of ■ either ; description ’ the words 
‘ simple imprisonment ’ be substituted and consequential changes made in the Schedule.” 

The motion was negatived. ■ ■ 

Mr. T. Prakasam (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : I move : 

“ That in clause 2 of the Bill for the words ‘ two years ’ the words ‘ one year ’ 
be substituted.” 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Make it three years. 

Mr. T. Prakasam : My friend, Mr. K. Ahmed, says, make it.three 
years. Perhaps it would be better in his opinion if it is made. 20 years 
penal- servitude. I am anxious not to say anything in this House which 
would embarrass any of my Mussulman friends who are anxious to 
bring about Hindu-Muslim unity at this juncture. My reason for this 
amendment is that it is not the severity of the sentence that will deter 
the crime. Severity of sentence might instil fear In the minds of those 
who are inclined towards crime. Those who are killing themselves how 
in, Nagpur, and other places, those who are guilty of setting houses on 
'tire, are'hot the men who would be deterred by a sentence of two years. 
Fanaticism knows no limits. They do not care for their lives. . This 
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provision is intended to prevent attacks on founders of religions. 
It is only men who have worked themselves into a frenzy that would 
indulge in the'sort of attacks which the propounders of this Bill have 
in view. As my Honourable friend Mr. Jayakar has said, the sentence 
must be lenient in the ease of these people who get their minds un¬ 
hinged temporarily Cor the sake of their religion. So I submit the 
sentence must be reduced to one year. It will be in the wisdom of 
this "House to' make the sentence more lenient. 


The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I regret that I have to oppose the 
amendment, but the particular considerations in the mind of the Honour 7 
able Member were given very careful weight to in the Select Committee* 
and .the Committee came to the conclusion embodied in the Bill. I 
think tke House will support that conclusion. 

Mr. President : Tke question is : 

“ That in clause 2 of the Bill for the words ‘ two years ’ the words * one year ’ 
bo substituted." 


The motion was negatived. • 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : I move : 

“ That to clause 2 the following proviso be added: 

‘ Provided that writings, speeches, visible representations or discussions for the 
bona -fide purpose of research, comparative study, reform or revival of religion or 
religious beliefs shall not be deemed to be insults or attempts to insult the religion 
or leligious beliefs of any class of His Majesty’s subjects 

In moving this amendment, Sir, I would respectfully submit that this 
amendment in a way provides for those safeguards which are necessary in 
the interests of historical research and comparative study of religion. As 
all research and historical study is for the benefit of society in general and 
for the genuine improvement of knowledge, I would submit that such an 
exception must necessarily be made. Avatars and prophets as I have 
submitted already, are bound to be criticised by the students of the compara¬ 
tive study of religions and not necessarily with that intention which is 
penal. But, Sir, it is always a matter of doubt in cases of this kind 
whether a person who writes a book comes within the meshes of the law. 
iltmefoie, I think that it should be made absolutely clear that any person 
e-no makes a speeeli or writes a book actuated bv a desire for historical 
research or the comparative study of religions or the revival of anv reli- 
gum, should be protected. As anatomical dissection qualities the doetox 1 
tor the acquisition of healing qualities, research of religion qualifies liuma- 
mty for future right action. I submit. Sir, tbat.it is often true that the 
original lustre of a religion is encrusted with such fungus growths that we 
require the scapula of the surgeon to take it away before that religion cau 
appear m its pristine lustre and be of use to the community at large If 
this provision is not made in the Bill, it may happen that many a social 
efonnei will hesitate to work m the spirit in which they ought to work 

Sa B 0t U ‘ e soci "’ md «*!*>”<> eVik rarapant°in 

\\ itli your permission, Sir, I -would say a word about tlie other amend 

- - 
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have proposed. Mine is the more comprehensive and seeks to protect those 
who ought to be protected by the law. As regards the amendment. Num¬ 
ber 19. the House will be pleased to observe that it involves a scrutiny of 
very abstruse matters and it will be difficult for any judge to come to a 
decision whether a particular notion of religion is false or whether a par¬ 
ticular custom is pernicious or superstitious or what is the true view of 
religion. Similarly, it w T ill be difficult for any judge to find out whether a 
particular conduct of any founder of a religion is in its nature, public 
or private. This is a matter which will be difficult to be found out by the 
best genius, and I submit that if in amendment No. 20 expression (1) 
is enacted or No. 19 is enacted, we will be introducing such a complexity, 
into the law that it would be difficult for a judge to unravel it. If tlie 
House considers that a provision of this nature is necessary in the Bill, 
I would propose that the amendment which I have moved is the one 
which ought to be put in the Bill. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Sir, I wish to say only a few..words 
in opposing this amendment. I submit to the House that the phrase “ with 
deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the religious feelings of any 
class of His Majesty’s subjects ” is perfectly clear. It governs the whole 
clause, and the proviso which has been moved is unnecessary; also, it 
contains so many ambiguities that its interpretation would be a very 
difficult and doubtful matter. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : Does the Honourable Member wish to move the 
alternative amendment ? 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : No, Sir. 

Mr. T. Prakasam : Sir, the amendment which I rise to move runs thus: 

“ That to clause 2 the following Explanation be added : 

‘ Explanation : It does not amount to an offence within the meaning of this 
section, if the criticism offered by anybody on any religion or religious 
beliefs of a particular class is bona fide with a view to remove false 
notions based on superstitious or pernicious customs which are foreign to 
the true religion or with a view to prevent forcible conversions or re¬ 
conversions from one religion or faith or belief to another?” 

Sir, the Honourable Mover of the Bill in his speech admitted that the 
present legislation is not intended to exclude bona fide criticism on 
matters I have tried to indicate in this amendment, and I do not think 
the Members of the S'eleet Committee or anybody in this House would 
dispute that bona fide criticism on any religious belief is intended to be 
brought within the meaning of new section 295-A. I do not agree with 
the opinion of our leader, Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, that there is no pro¬ 
vision in the criminal law for an offence against religion, or beliefs. No 
doubt the learned Judge of the Lahore Court pointed out what in his 
opinion was a defect, and it is only proper that the Government should 
consider it their legitimate duty to remove that defect by asking for 
certain amendments in the existing law. But in attempting to do so, 
they have enacted a provision which instead of removing the trouble in 
_ ls bkelv to create more troubles not only as between the Hindus and 
t 10 Mussulmans, but as between several sub-sections of the same community 
am nu widnals. Hindus and Mussalinans are fighting to-day and some 
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0 £ them have lost their heads. Some of them have been attacking ruthlessly 
not only individuals but also the founders of religions. ■ These . tilings 
will not last for a long time ; they will soon come to an end, because the 
leadership, that has failed hitherto both among the Mussalmans and the 
Hindus and also the leadership of the Government that has failed hitherto, 
all have recognised their error and all are agreed now upon putting a 
stop to this by devising ways and means. This legislation is considered 
one of the remedies. I am sorry, Sir, that this is-beginning at the wrong 
end. However, if this could be really of any help to us in regard to the 
particular situation, it will he a matter of great satisfaction to the country 
and to everybody concerned. But my submission is that the clause as it is 
is.so general and the net can be spread for everything that one can 
possibly imagine. Here is* my friend sitting behind me, my friend 
Mr. Belvi, who was fighting yesterday hard in this House not to have that 
legislation against child marriages. It was said that a child below one 
year can be married and that the Hindu law, or the Shastras, or the 
religion, says that it is a sacrament, and that a marriage tie, which creates 
a status, cannot be declared invalid. It was asked, how a status once 
created by tying a thaU even on the neck of a child of 9 or 8 months, 
could be divested by a court of law. Our imagination goes to that length, 
our intelligence takes us to such height. We have to stop this evil in 
society. In my opinion, to marry a little child of one year is as bad as 
infanticide. One who tries to stop it comes under this clause. What is 
it that will not come under this clause 1 Anything can come under this 
clause. It was contended that all aspects had been considered by the 
Select Committee and all have been provided for. I say they have not 
been stated or provided for. Courts of law will only look into a section 
of the Act. My Honourable friend Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, if he should 
argue a case in a court of law, will say that the debates of the Assembly 
are not to be looked into. 

Mr. D. V. Belvi : Cannot he looked into. 


Mr. T. Prakasam : My Honourable friend Mr. Belvi says that they 
cannot he looked into. That is the law. If the debates cannot be looked 
into and if the object of the Legislature is not to be traced, what is it 
that is left but the bare section ? General expressions or attacks on 
religion or attacks against beliefs or attacks upon founders cannot and 
are not intended to constitute an offence if bona fide. What is to happen 
to persons who have rebelled against a spiritual Guru, such as one Sri 
Sankaracharya, who declared at one time that whoever crossed the sea, 
whoever went to England had forfeited his caste. I should not refer to 
any incident in my own life. It is more than twenty years since I was 
called upon by Sri Sankaracharya of a Mutt who said that he had juris¬ 
diction over me, to explain why I had crossed the seas and to show cause 
why I should not go through a penance. I declined to submit myself to 
his jurisdiction. There was a bull of excommunication read against me 
publicly on the banks of a river. We challenged the order and we got 
over the whole trouble and made that Guru accept our view. I am sorry 
e ha'\ e been icduccd^to such a pass to-day that we have to aslc the Govern¬ 
ment to pass legislation like this. These matters omrht to have been 
settled by ourselves We have outgrown most of our original bad customs. 
It is not only the enlightened public that have so outgrown them, but also 
the masses to a great extent. But there are certain impediments in our 
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way and if only, those impediments are removed—we hope, they would be 
removed soon—there would be legislation on a broader basis. I am 
anxious that this House should he convinced of the necessity of these 
amendments—I do not care a hit whether the whole House is-convinced. 
So often it refuses to be convinced when once it makes up its mind—I am 
anxious that this House should keep its mind open on this matter. I am 
not making any extravagant demand. -1 am just asking the addition of 
an Explanation to the clause, so that what you did not intend and what 
you do not intend to come within the mischief of this section tvould be at 
least made clear. That is what I am asking the House.; 1 am anxious 
the more that this amendment should go in now, because in these days 
X am realising that the non-co-operators, or-at any rate some of the non¬ 
co-operators of 1921, are fast becoming co-operators (Laughter) and they 
may soon become worse tyrants who would abuse this very section against 
their own countrymen as judges. I therefore submit, Sir, that in enacting 
any piece of law, you had better make your intention quite clear. It is 
the duty of the legislators to make the intention absolutely clear by adding 
an Explanation like this to the clause. If the House fails to do it now, 
they would realise later what mischief is in store, which you do not intend 
and which you may not be able to prevent at that time. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

■' ‘ Tlmt to clause 2 the following Explanation be added : 

' Explanation: —It does not amount to an offence within the meaning of this 
section, if the criticism offered by anybody on any religion or religious 
beliefs of a particular class is bona fide with a view to remove false notions 

’<. based on superstitious or pernicious customs which are foreign to the true 
religion or with a view to prevent forcible conversions or re-conversions 
from one religion or faith or belief to another 

The Assembly divided : . .. 


AYES—40. 


Acharya, Mr. M. K. 

Aiyangar, Mr. C. Duraiswamy. 
Anev, Mr. M. S. 

Avyangar, Mr. K. V. Rangaswami. 
Ayyangar, Mr. M. S. Sesha. 

Belvi, Mr. D. V. 

Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das. 
Cliunder, Mr. Nirmal Chunder. 
Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutt, Mr. Aniar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Srisii Chandra. 

Gulab Singh, Sardar. 

Iswar Sarnn, Munshi. 

Iyengar, Mr. A. Rangaswami. 
Iyengar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

Jogiah, Mr. Varahagiri Venkata. 
.Toshi, Mr. N. M. 

Knrtnr Singh, Sardar. 

JvolksiT, Mr. N. C. 

Khin Mating, U. 

Kulwai, Mr. Raft Ahmad. 


Kuiizru, Pandit Hirday Natli. 

iiahiri Cliaudhnfy, Mr. Dhirendra Kanta. 

Lajpat Rai, Bala. 

Malaviya, Pandit Madan Mohan. 

Mitra, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. 

Moonje, Dr. B. S. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. , 

Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Neogy, Mr. K. C. 

Prakasam, Mr. T. 

Rang Behari Dal, Lala. 

Rao, Mr. G. Sarvotham. 

Sardn, Rai Sahib Harbilas. 

Singh, Mr. Narayan Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Ram Narayan. 

Sinha, Kumar Ganganand. 

Sinlin, Mr. R. P. 

Sinha, Mr. Siddlicswar. 
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Abdul Haye, Mr. 

Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Maulvi. 

Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Abdullah Haji Kasim, Khan. Bahadur 
Haji. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Nasir-ud-din. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

Ashrafuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Sayid. 

Ayangar, Mr. V. K. Aravamudha. 
Ayyangar, Kao Bahadur Narasimha 
Gopalaswami. 

Badi-uz-Zaman, Maulvi. 

Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 
Bray, Sir Denys. 

Chalmers, Mr. T. A. 

Coatman, Mr. J. 

Cooke, Mr. H. G. 

Cosgrave, Mr. W. A. 

Courtenay, Mr. B. H. 

Crerar, The Honourable Mr. J. 

Crofton, Mr. R. M. 

Dalai, Mr. A. R. 

Dalai, Sardar Sir Bomanji. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Dunnctt, Mr. J. M. 

Farooklii, Mr. Abdul Latif Saliob. 
Gliazanfar Ali Khan, Raja. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Gidney, Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. 


Goswami, Mr. T. C. 

Haigh, Mr. P. B. 

Irving, Mr. Miles. 

Ismail Khan, Mr. 

Jayakar, Mr. M. R. 

Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
Kabul Singh Bahadur, Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Kirk, Mr. R. T. F. 

Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath. 

Muhammad Nawaz Khan, Lieut. Sardar. 
Mukherjee, Mr. S. C. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Purshotamdas Tliakurdas, Sir. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajan Baklisli Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed. 

Rutlinaswamy, Mr. M. 

Sams, Mr. H. A. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Mohammad. 

Siddiqi, Mr. Abdul Qadir. 

Singh, Rai Bahadur S. N. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Tonkinson, Mr. H. 

Wright, Mr. W. T. M. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Yamin Klian, Mr. Muhammad. 

Young, Mt. G. M. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Naivab Sir. 


[The Motion was negatived.] 

Mr. N. C. Kelkar : Sir, in tlie present temper of the House I am 
not going to help in the massacre of the innocents. I will try and save 
the victim ! I do not move the amendment* standing in my name. 


* To clause 2. of the Bill the following Explanations be added :— 

“ Explanation !.—It is not an offence under this section to set out facts and 
offer criticism based on such facts, pertaining to the public conduct of 
founders or saints or represeutative men or protagonists of any religion 
or any sect of any religion, provided that such setting out of facts and 
such criticism is not malicious. 

Explanation 2 .-—It is not an offouce under this section to set out facts, and to 
offer criticism based on such facts, pertaining to the principles, doctrines 
or tenets or Observances of any religion or any sect of any Tcligion, in the 
course’of a historical or philosophical or sociological diquisition, and with 
a view to promoto social or religious reform.” 
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Mr. M. K. Acharya : Sir, I have a very, very innocent amendment 
tabled against my name and I trust that even if it be massacred there will 
be some who feel that they will be doing their duty in- voting for it.. For 

“ They are slaves who dare not be , , - . ■ . 

In the right with two or three. ” - 

The amendment reads thus : 

“ That the following be added to clause 2 and necessary additions be made to 
clause 3:— 

‘ 295-B. All books, pamphlets ot other publications containing words or visible 
representations calculated to insult the religious feelings of any class of 
His Majesty’s subjects, if published outside India, shall be proscribed•* 

the word prosecuted as printed is a printer’s mistake : 

‘ ‘ and if published within India, be seized and destroyed by order of the 
magistrate within whose jurisdiction the publication takes place ’. ’ ’ 

If I am not mistaken, Sir, the supporters of this legislation are for 
inaugurating an era of peace and good will. But the clause. 295A, which 
I suppose is going to be passed, is, as has already been doubted, not only 
by back benchers like me but by those who were on the Select Committee, 
likely to be almost a dead letter ; because the amendment made in the 
Select Committee that the offender must, with the deliberate and 
malicious intention of outraging the religious feelings of any class of His 
Majesty’s subjects, have done something which may bring him within the 
purview of that section—that amendment practically makes it impossible to 
bring anyone to book at all ; since as the Select Committee itself puts 
it, the burden of proof is going to be on the prosecution. And I am 
perfectly sure that when an offender is prosecuted under this section, 
and when any of my clever lawyer friends are engaged for the defence, 
like, my revered leader on my right side or my friend Mr. Jinnah on the 
left side, Mr. Iyengar or Jinnah will indulge in all his perplexing arguments 
or rapier thrusts against the poor prosecution witnesses, and will call upon 
them to prove what the malicious intention was. I am yet to know, Sir, 
how anybody is going to go deep into the heart of an individual and bring 
out the malice from there and place it before the assessors or the jurors 
or. the lawyers and the judge. Therefore, Sir, in my humble layman’s 
opinion, whatever the learned legislators may say here is subject always 
to the other things that they may say elsewhere, and in my humble lay¬ 
man’s opinion it would be almost humanly impossible to prove that a 
man has said anything deliberately and maliciously to outrage the feel¬ 
ings of any class. Everybody will always take shelter and say that he 
has written only by way of honest criticism, that he wanted only to expose, 
what he considered to be certain defects, and so on. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : On a point of order, Sir. T consider 
that this amendment goes beyond the scope of the Bill. It tries to create 
another offence far graver and far more comprehensive than that contained 
in the original Bill. It also seeks to put power into the hands of the 
executive without any judicial cognisance. The amendment seeks to 
create, Sir, an altogether new offence which was not contemplated by 
the original Bill, and it goes beyond the scope of the Bill. Therefore, 
oir. I beg your ruling on the point. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : I thought. Sir, that the Honourable Member 

wn R oppose i{ • B 



4517 


THE- GftlMINAXi LAW AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : This is an amendment which goes 
beyond the scope of the Bill. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : Sir, ] am explaining why I want this amend¬ 
ment to be made ; -because I thought that, as there is some legislation 
here which seeks to prevent any ill-feeling spreading to any verv 
large extent through scurrilous writings, the most innocent way of 
putting a stop to the spreading of this very, very strong agitation in 
these matters was to seize the publications which may be really offensive 
and stop any further mischief in the country. I am absolutely unable to 
comprehend how this attempt to prevent the mischief spreading is out¬ 
side the scope of this legislation. But I dare say that the larger genius 
of the front benchers will have their play very soon. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyenger : It is an addition to the procedure. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : But so far as I can see, what we are trying to 
do is—that is what has been said, and it is supposed to be the very pur¬ 
pose of this legislation—we are trying to inaugurate an era of inter- 
communal peace and good will, and of preventing unnecessary attacks 
being made upon the religious feelings of any large section of His 
Majesty’s subjects. And 1 beg to submit, Sir, that it is perfectly right, 
nay it is ,pur duty to see, that not only that the man is punished—for that 
is after all a very, very small matter, or that may be probably vindictive 
or whatever else it is—but we must put such publications out of harm’s 
way. If, therefore, Sir, there is going to be any legislation, any really 
honest bona fide legislation that will help people, especially in the circum¬ 
stances that obtain at present in the country, namely, circumstances 
causing great excitement, where even dramas and liistox-ical i-omances and 
things of that kind are taken exception to, then very necessai-ily it 
follows that, if there is any very large agitation in the country, in* the 
interests of law and peace and order, which I suppose the executiv’e are 
said to be keen to protect, certainly such publications as have caused 
such great agitation in the country ought to be brought under some form 
of restraint ; find the very least that we can do is to take 
hold of such publications and see that they do not go about 
fast circulating. Unfortunately, from the beginning of the world's 
creation, forbidden fruit has always tasted sweet ; and somehow those 
things, which have, this stinging attack upon people, go about circulat¬ 
ing like hot chestnuts, as my friend hei-e remarked. I have never 
been to England,.but apparently hot chestnuts are sold abxxndantly in the 
streets of England. Anyhow people like to have hot things, to warm their 
cold blood up ; and that is what has happened. Everybody who has got 
any self-respect in this House was talking vigorously about Miss Mayo’s 
book. How are you going to deal with the book ? What would the 
jurors say if Miss Mayo were placed in the dock 1 I suppose she would 
have a European jury. • What would they say ? No malice ! They would 
say that from the* innermost motherly abundance of her heart, of her great 
"ood will and her love ..and apostolic charity for Mother India it was that 
this hook was written. That is tbe book that has caused the greatest annoy¬ 
ance to everyone with any self-respect in India. Take Mr. Pilcher's words 
the other day, my friend knows that the Statesman was prosecuted, for 
merely reproducing that. I contend that it is the duty of the Govern¬ 
ment to see that these things do not go about circulating. It is a very 
small matter. I thought, from the way in which many people took my 
humble comments the other day. we were all agreed-that these publica- 
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l ions ought not to be allowed. What is the nse of punishing one man and 
sending him to jail, when the book goes on circulating, when the publica¬ 
tion- is passed from hand to hand ? Your object is absolutely defeated. 
One' stupid fanatical man in jail does not solve the problem. My Muham¬ 
madan friends will reply emotionally. I sometimes wish my Hindu friends 
were emotional also. The publication will go on circulating like hot chest¬ 
nuts as has been said. Therefore, Sir, I think my amendment is very 
much more effective, because punishing the man is going to be very 
troublesome. It will be very difficult to prove his malice, as I said. Of 
course the lawyers will have plenty of work. I am not going into that, 
that is for the other section ; but if the Government be so pleased as to order 
a prosecution, which is very doubtful, I say it will be very, very paying 
to some of my able criminal lawyers. But how is the real malady to be 
treated 1 Where is the real- physic to be administered ? Where is the 
prevention after all ? And therefore I submit, Sir, that with regard to 
books written in this vein, and whether they are deliberately malicious 
or not, the writer ought to take ample precaution to see that his book has 
not the result of offending the feelings of large communities. He must 
calculate all the effects of his book. It will not do to- say : “ Well, 

l am only interested in academic or philosophical discussion. In the other 
section it may be very difficult to deal with him where it will have to be 
proved directly that he had deliberate malicious intention to hurt their 
feelings. And even if there is not that deliberate intention, the speech 
or publication must be proscribed, if the words are reasonably calculated, 
in the opinion of reasonable people, to create feelings of great annoy¬ 
ance—strong feelings are sometimes roused up very much. Even in a 
\ ery, very old philosopher like me, feelings are stirred up when my women 
or religion is insulted ; it does not matter if I am myself insulted ; but when 
my God is insulted, when my religion is insulted, and the womanhood of 
India is insulted when things of that kind happen, whan our religion is 
made responsible for all these silly things, I ask, what great harm is done to 
anybody if these books are taken out-'of the market and kept out of harm’s 
way ? Somebody has said. “ Love laughs at. locksmiths I may say 
“Knavery laughs at legislators ! ” The clever criminal knows how to 
defy the law. I know there will be some people who will clandestinely get 
these books, put them'under their beds and read them. But no great harm 
can come out of that. They will not be able to circulate - these books and 
openly and defiantly say “ 1 am doing this and I am not going fo he 
afraid of the law or the consequences of the pronouncements of judges ”. 
Therefore, 1 thought that this is ihe very least thing that we can do, if 
really,we are serious. Of course Government may not be serious, but it 
is their lookout, but I assume that the Government .are serious, or at least 
my friends believe that this is a very serious legislation which is going to 
help them. I do not, myself believe it. I think this legislation is not 
going to help us very much. But if it is going to he. of any use, let ns 
see that such publications as really create all this great agitation in the 
minds of people, are brought within the purview of this Bill, so that, we 
may prevent—-we cannot, perhaps, altogether remedy—the spreading of 
'•my class of literature which is calculated to wound the religious feelings 
m There have been many instances «in the recent history of our 

on ,r\ q nm not going to refer to them here—how we poor Hindus have 
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been for centuries, many centuries, countless centuries, made to suffer 
patiently, uncomplainingly—I am not sorry for it—how we have been 
made to suffer on account of attacks made upon our religion, our religious 
habits and customs by people who do not know the A B G of spirituality 
or religion. Everybody of course cannot be expected to take the same 
sapient view of things, to laugh at these things and go away. Already 
we have got instances of people, of so-called enlightened people, even among 
comrades of mine in this House, feeling very greatly agitated, and wanting 
to pull down the High Court of Lahore or of other places. If that be the 
feeling in the country even among educated people, and if that ceeling 
cannot be prevented from spreading, let us prevent at least the causes that 
will bring about such agitation. That is the purpose of my amendment. 
I do not believe that any good press or any good newspaper will come 
•within the purview of this provision ; I do not believe thal any press or 
any newspaper or any reasonable writer will go about using language 
calculated to wound the religious feelings of any large section of the 
community. If they do, then the least thing that we can do is to ask 
Government to put away those few copies of any paper or pamphlet out 
of harm’s way. This is a very necessary thing, Sir ; and I submit, there¬ 
fore, that if really this legislation is intended to be of any use and is 
going to prevent the spreading of writings which will infuriate people 
and lead them —somebody up here said—to snatch at each other’s throats, 
then this is the very least thing that we can do. I appeal to the self- 
respect of both the Hindus and the Mussalmans to see that they do not 
complacently allow the circulation of books, publications and pamphlets 
that are calculated to hurt the religious feelings of any class of His 
Majesty’s subjects. 

Sir, I move my amendment. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : There is a provision already in the law. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya : What ? Has this been already provided for 
foreign publications also 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I think I can offer an explanation 
5 par which will persuade the Honourable Member that his 

amendment is not necessary. Perhaps the Honourable 
Member has overlooked sub-clause (?) of clause 3 of the Bill. It empowers 
the Local 'Government to declare forfeited to His Majesty copies of any 
literature offending against the Bill ; that is to say, any publication which 
constitutes an offence under clause 295A is ipso facto liable to forfeiture 
and copies thereof can be seized and forfeited in any part of India where 
it is found. T would only add that what is suggested in the Honourable 
Member’s amendment certainly goes beyond the intentions of this House 
in referring the original Bill to the Select Committee ,- it certainly goes 
beyond the scope of the commission which we imagined ourselves to have. 
I would also point out to the Honourable Member that his amendment 
could not in any case form part of clause 295A which is a penal clause and 
creates an offence. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

" That the following be added to elnuse 2 and necessary additions be made to 
clause 3 : 

• 259-B. All boobs, pamphlets or other publications containing word? or visible 
representations calculated to insult the religious feelings of anv class of 
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His Majesty’s subjects, if published outside India, shall be proscribed 
and if published within India be seized and destroyed by order of, tho 
magistrate within whose jurisdiction the publication takes place’.” 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

‘ ‘ That clause 2 do stand part of the Bilk ’ ’ 

The motion was adopted. 

CJause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President .- The question is : 

“ That clause 3 do stand part of the Bill.” 

(At this stage some Honourable Members rose in their places includ¬ 
ing Mr. Abdul Haye.) 

Mr. President : We have so far not made any change in the recom¬ 
mendations of the Select Committee. I wonder whether the Honourable 
Member from the Punjab wishes to press his amendment. 

Mr. Abdul Haye : I wish to move my' amendment. It runs as fol¬ 
lows :.. 

Mr. M. S. Sesha Ayyangar : I have got No. 32. 

(Some other Honourable Members also said they' had their amend¬ 
ments) . 

Mr. President : Amendments Nos. 23, 24 and 25 are consequential 
amendments. Amendment No. 26. Pandit Thakur Has Bhargava. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : May' I say' one thing in respect of my r amend¬ 
ments ? 

Mr. President .- The Honourable Member's amendments are merely 
consequential. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : I beg to move : 

“ Delete sub-clause (it) of clause 3 and renumber sub-clauses (Hi) and ( iv ) as 
(it) and (tit), respectively.” 

A perusal of section 295 of the Indian Penal Code will establish 
that it deals with offences which are more heinous in their nature than 
the one which the present Bill seeks to penalise. Chapter No. XV deals 
with offences relating to religion. 

Mr. President : Order, order. The House now stands adjourned till 
11 a.m. on Monday, the 19th instant. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Monday', 
the 19th September, 1927. 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the (’lock. 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Resolution regarding the Prohibition of Liquor. 

1062. *Maulvi Badi-uz-Zaman : (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state whether they have taken any steps to give effect to the Resolu¬ 
tion passed in the Assembly regarding the prohibition of liquor ? 

(b) If not, will the Government please state the reason for not 
giving effect to the Resolution ? 

(c) Are the Government prepared to give effect to it without any 
delay ? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : With your permission I propose 
to answer questions Nos. 1062 and 1126 together. 

As stated last year on the 19th August in reply to question No. 134, 
Government have decided not to take any action on the Resolution in 
question for the reasons given by me in my speech on the 2nd September 
1925. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : How long will Government take to consider the 
question and give effect to the Resolution ? 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member has not heard the reply. 
The reply was that the Government had decided not to take any action. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Declined to take any action 1 Are Government 
aware that it is an insult to the Members of this House not to give effect 
to the wishes of the country. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member knows that Resolutions 
passed by this House are recommendatory and not binding on the Govern¬ 
ment. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : The answer is in the negative. 

New Pension Rules. 

1063. ^Maulvi Badi-uz-Zaman : ( a ) Have any new pension rules been 
sanctioned recently by the Secretary of State for India for Government 
servants ? 

(b) If so, will th'e Government be pleased to lay them on the table ? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : I would refer the Hone^ra^le 
Member to the reply which I gave on the 30th August, 1927. to part [a) 
of question No. 86, asked by Mr. Amar Nath Dutt. 

( 4521 ) 
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Total Number of Assistants and Clerks in the New Branch of the 
Home Department created in Connection with the 
Statutory Commission. 

1064. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) What is the total number of 
assistants and elerks in the new branch of the Home Department created 
in connection with the Statutory Commission ? 

(6) Is it a fact that no Muslim‘has been taken in this section ? ' . 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (o) One assistant, a clerk, a typist 
and a stenographer have so far been appointed. 

(») Yes. “ ' - ' 


Proportion of Mussalmans in the Office of the Central Board of 

Revenue. 

1065. :;; Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) What is' the total number 

of office establishment in the office of Central Board of Revenue ? 
Is it a fact that within this year 4 or 5 Mussalmans who-were employed 
in this office have been transferred to other 'offices and their /place has 
been taken by non-Muslims ? <’ ■ < 

(b) What is the present proportion of Mussalmans in this office at pre¬ 
sent as compared to the proportion of last year ? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : (a) The answer to the r first 
part of the question is 42, and to the second part, in the negative. 

(7;) 19 per cent, in both the years. 

Number of Muslim Gazetted Officers in the Railway Board. 

1066. *Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Will the Government be pleased to state 
the number of gazetted officers including gazetted Superintendents 
employed in the Railway Board at present ? 

(5) now many of these officers are Muslims and how many are 
Hindus ? , 

(c) Are Government taking any action to increase the number of 
Muslims ? 

Mi - . A. A. L. Parsons : (a.) 23. 

(7a) Hindus 5.; Muslim 1. 

(c) No special steps have been- taken. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : In view of the fact that the Muhammadans are 
below the proper proportion in serviee,' do Government propose to take 
steps to give a due share to them ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I did not catch the Honourable Member’s 
question. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : In view of the fact that the Muhammadans are en¬ 
titled to a fixed proportion, do Government propose to take steps to give 
effect to their promise 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I do not accept the statement made by the 
Honourable Member. 
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- Number of Muslim Assistants in the Railway Board. 

1067. "Mr. Abdul Haye : ( a ) Will the Government be pleased to state 
the total number of assistants excluding stenographers employed at 
present in the Railway Board ? 

(6) Is it a fact that there is not a single Muslim permanent assistant 
in the Railway Board ? 1 

(c) If the answer to (&) above is in the affirmative will Government 
please state what action is being taken to increase the number of Muslims ¥ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : 30. 

(6) Yes. * 

(c) 4 Muslim clerks have been appointed to officiate as assistants. ' 

Mr. K. Ahmed : In view of the fact that it has become absolutely 
necessary to act according to the promise of the Government, do Gov¬ 
ernment propose for their own prestige and dignity to give effect to the 
promise of 33 per cent, which should be acted upon ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I think my reply shows that it has been doing 
so. 

Number of Muslim Gazetted Officers in certain Specified Accounts 
. , Offices. 

1068. *Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Will the Government please state 
the total number of gazetted officers in the following offices ? 

I. Office of the Auditor General. 

II. Office of the Military Accountant General. 

III. Office of the Accountant General, Railways. 

IV. Office of the Audit Officer, Indian Stores Department. 

. V. Office of the Accountant General, Central Revenues. 

(b) How many of these officers are Hindus and how many are 
Muslims ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in some of these offices not a single Muslim officer 
has been posted ever since the offices came into existence, and if so, may 
such offices jilease be specified ¥ 

(e?) What is the number of appointments made in the ministerial 
establishments in these offices during the last two years ? 

(c) How many of the men appointed were Muslims and how many 
of the Muslims appointed are at present in service ¥ 

(/) Are Government taking any action to ensure an increase of 
Muslims in these offices by recruiting more Muslims in future ¥ 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : I propose to reply to questions 
Nos. 1068. 1070, 1072. 1074 and 1075 together. 

I would refer the Honourable Member to the Honourable Sir Charles 
Innes’ reply to Maulvi Muhammad Yakub’s unstarred question No. 3 
on the 27tb January 1927. That reply still holds good in the case of the 
offices referied to in these questions. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : In view of the fact that Government have not suit¬ 
ably answered this question, do Government propose now for the benefit 



4524 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[19th Sept. 1927. 


of the country to answer the question in full and give satisfaction to 
the Members of this Assembly by adhering to the promise given by them 1 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : Government always give effect 
to their promises. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Is it not a fact that Government Members say that 
things are right when they are not right ? 

Increase op Muslim Officers of the Indian Audit and Accounts Ser¬ 
vice EMPLOYED ON THE STATE RAILWAYS, 

Iff070 *Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Will Government please state 
the .total number of officers of the Indian Audit and Accounts Service at 
present employed on the four State Railways ? 

(b) How many of these officers are Hindus and how many are 
Muslims ? 

(c) Are Government taking action to increase the number of Muslims 
in the Railway Department ? 

Humber of Muslims in the Audit Office, Indian Stores Department. 

' f 1072. *Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) How many ministerial appointments 
both temporary and permanent were made from 1st January to 31st 
August, 1927, in the Audit Office, Indian Stores Department, and how 
many of these were given to Muslims ? 

(b) If no Muslim was appointed, what action do Government propose 
to take to ensure that Muslims are appointed ? 

Muslims in Temporary and Permanent Appointments in Ministerial 
Establishment of the Office of the Accountant General, Railways. 

11074. *Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Will Government please state how 
many vacancies both temporary and permanent were filled up in the 
ministerial establishment of the Office of the Accountant General, Rail¬ 
ways, from 1st December, 1926 to 31st August, 1927 ? 

(?;) Is it a fact that not a single Muslim was appointed to any of 
these posts ? 

(c) Were these posts advertised for ? If not, why ? 

(d) Did any Muslim graduate apply for these posts ? If so, why 
were Muslim graduates not employed ? 

(c) Were any non-Muslim clerks appointed by the- Accountant 
General. Railways, in his office in preference to Muslim candidates ? 
If so, what were the educational qualifications of these non-Muslim 
clerks 1 

Appointment of Muslims as Divisional Accountants in the Office of 
the Accountant General, Railways. 

11075. # *Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Is it a fact that 15 Divisional Account¬ 
ants in lieu of clerks have recently been appointed by the Accountant 
General, Railways ? 

' or answer to this question, see answer to question No. 10GS. 
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( b ) If so, how many of these are Muslims T 

(c) How many Muslims applied for these posts of Divisional 
Accountants-in-lieu of clerks and what were their educational and pro¬ 
fessional qualifications and length of service 7 

(d) What were the educational and professional qualifications and 
length of service of the non-Muslim Divisional Accountants appointed 
by the Accountant General, Railways in the above posts 7 

(e) Why were the claims of Muslims ignored by the Accountant 
General, Railways, in making the above appointments, and did he know 
that out of a total number of 150 Accountants serving under him, only 3 
were Muslims 7 ■ 

(/) When will the Accountant General, Railway, take necessary steps 
in pursuance of the Government policy, to recruit Muslims in his Depart¬ 
ment, which is overwhelmingly manned by non-Muslims 7 v 


Muslim Gazetted Officers employed on the four State Railways. 

1089. *Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Will Government please state 
the total number of gazetted officers employed on the four State Rail¬ 
ways 7 

(b) How many of these officers are Hindus and how many are 
Muslims 7 1 ‘ 1 

, i 1 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (&). The information may be obtain¬ 
ed from the Railway Board’s Classified list a copy of which is in the 
Library. 


Number of Muslims in the Ministerial Establishment of the Railway 

Clearing House, 

1071. *Mr. Abdul Haye : (a) Will Government please state 
the total number of appointments made in the ministerial establishment 
in connexion with Railway Clearing House 7 

(b) How many of the men appointed were Muslims and how many 
of the Muslims,appointed are now in service 7 

t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The present sanctioned cadre for sub¬ 
ordinate establishment for the Clearing Accounts Office is 830. Most of 
the appointments were filled by the transfer of men from other accounts 
offices. 

(b) The information is not available and Government do not think 
it desirable to call for it. 


Number of Muslim Clerks appointed in the Railway Board from 1st 
January to 31st August 1927. 

1073. *Mr. Abdul Haye : How many clerks both temporary and per¬ 
manent were appointed from 1st January to 31st August 1927 in the 
office of the Railway Board and how many of these were Muslims 7 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Nine ; out of these 3 were Muslims. 

.» f 

Speech op Sir Edward Grigg in the Legislative Council op Kenya. 

1076. *Mr. B. Das : (a) Has the attention of the Government been 
drawn to the speech of His Excellency Sir Edward Grigg in the Kenya 
Legislature ? 

(b) In reference to the definite announcement curtailing the liberties 
of Indians in Kenya Colony, will Government be pleased to make a state¬ 
ment to the House as to what action they have taken or propose to take 
in the matter ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) and (&). The Honourable Member's attention 
Is invited to the answer given by me on the 6th September 1927 to 
Mr. Shannrukham Chetty’s short notice questions on the same subject. 
I regret that I am unable to make any statement as the Government of 
India have nor yet received either a text of Sir Edward Grigg’s speech 
or a summary of the recommendations made by the Feetham Commission 
on Local Government in Kenya. 

11077*—1079*. 

Conditions' op Release of Bengal State Prisoners and Detenus. 

1080. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : (g) Are Government aware that certain 
conditions are shown to State prisoners in jail and they are ■ asked 
if, they agree to sign those conditions their cases will be favourably con¬ 
sidered but no assurance is given of their release on subscribing to those 
conditions ? 

(b) Will Government please explain why they do not make a list of 
those State prisoners whom they are willing to release if they are 
agreeable to the terms proposed ? 

(c) Is it the object of showing the terms to all to tempt State 
prisoners to make incriminating statements implicating other persons ? 
If not, will Government please state fully their reasons for this system 
or procedure ? 

The Honourable Mr. J, Crerar : (a) If the Honourable Member will 
read the debate which took place in this House on the 3rd February 
last, he will sec* that a declaration by a State prisoner or detenu as to 
his intentions for the future is an element which would be taken into 
consideration by Government in dealing with the question of release, 
though it is not the determining factor. An opportunity is accordingly 
given to State prisoners and detenus to give an undertaking as to their 
future conduct if they so desire, but obviously no assurance of release 
in consequence of any such undertaking could be given. 

Q >} It is not the case, as the Honourable Member assumes, that 
Government are not prepared to release a detenu unless he gives an 
undertaking. 

(c) The Honourable Member will see that in the debate to which 
I have just referred my predecessor explicitly stated that a declaration 

nt meeting, but the questions and answers thereto will be found at 
piRe*. —0} of these proceedings. 
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would not amount to'a confession of having taken part in such activities 
in the past. The answer to the first part of this paragraph of the 
Honourable Member’s question is therefore.in the negative. The decla¬ 
ration refers to the future, not to the past. I have explained in m 3 ' 
answer to (a) what is the object of this procedure. 

■ Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : Is the Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber aware that the terms are enforceable under clause (c) of section 11 
b 3 r serving notice on those persons ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Will the Honourable Member be 
good enough to repeat the question ? 

Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : The terms which are shown to these 
persons are enforceable under clause (c) of section 11 of the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, and in fact, on some of these persons these 
terms were served as notice and they are enforceable. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : If an infringement of the terms 
takes place, the Government can take consequential action—is that the 
Honourable Member’s question ? 

Hunger Strikes amongst the Bengal State Prisoners and Detenus. 

1081. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : Will the Government be pleased to supply a 
list of hunger-strikes that have taken place amongst the Bengal State 
prisoners and detenus during the last four years ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I regret I am not prepared to supply' 
such a list. 

T ^ 

Transfer of Bengal State Prisoners and Detenus to Jails outside 

, , Bengal, 

1082. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) Will Government ldndly T explain the 
principle. and reasons why Bengal State prisoners and detenus are trans¬ 
ferred to jails outside their Province ? 

(b) Are not Government aware that there is a good deal of 
difference in the nature and preparation of food in different Provinces 
and that detenus suffer greatly from the language difficulty and want of 
facilities for, interviews with their relatives 1 

The Honourable Mr. J, Crerar : (a) There are difficulties in keeping 
more than a limited number of State prisoners and detenus In any one 
jail, and the. number of jails in Bengal in which they can be accom¬ 
modated at all is limited. 

(b) Government have realised that transfer to a jail outside Bengal 
may moan certain differences of diet and fewer opportunities of inter¬ 
views, but do not consider that any' avoidable hardship is involved. 

*1083*—1084*. 


t Not put at the meeting, hut the questions and answers thereto will be found at 
pages 4564—60 of these proceedings. 
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Eye-Sight Tests oe Gazetted Officers ant Subordinate Staff of State 

Railways. : . ' 

1085. ^Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney 1. "Will the Honourable 
Member please inform this House if it is a fact that : 

(а) Railway officials who are recruited in England for employment 

in all superior Railway Departments are accepted as physically 
fit with defective vision up to a maximum error of 3.5 
Diopters, corrected with suitable glasses to 6|6 in one eye and 
, 6]9 in the other ? 

(б) this visual test is based on. the. Board of Trade Rules and 

accepted by the Medical Board of the India Office ? 

2. If the answer to (1) is in the affirmative, will the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber please state if it is a fact that Medical Officers- of all Indian State Rail¬ 
ways demand from railway officials on first appointment a visual acuity 
equal to that of the Royal Navy, i.e., 6|6 in each eye without glasses ? Is 
it a fact that this is an unheard of visual requirement .in any Depart¬ 
ment of Railways in the Empire ? 

3. Will Government be prepared to remedy this’anomaly ? - 

4. Is- it a fact that a Committee of Railway Medical Officers recently 
met and drew up a report correcting this visual anomaly, and that this 
report was submitted for the approval of the Railway Board ? _ 

5. If so, will the Honourable Member please state if he .has examined 

this report and when orders will be issued on it ? . . ,' ,, ; _,', ' . 

. Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : As my reply is both long and technical, I 
should like, with your permission, and if the Honourable 1 Member has 
no objection, to lay it on the table. 

1. (a.) The rule referred to by the Honourable Member was in 

existence, but has since been modified: Government have no 
information as to the standards of' visual acuity now adopted for 
gazetted railway officers recruited in England, but in the case of sub¬ 
ordinates such as guards, engine drivers, etc., a candidate is disqualified 
unless both eyes are emmetropic and acuteness of vision and range of 
accommodation perfect. ’ 

(b) In view of the answer given above, this question does not arise. 

2. The statement made by the Honourable Member is hot correct. 
Standards have recently been laid down for gazetted officers appointed on 
Railways which in no case require GjG-acuity of vision in each eye without 
glasses. As regards subordinates the information af Government's dis¬ 
posal shows that only a certain class, viz., foot-plate staff, are required 
on recruitment to have 6|6 acuity of vision, in each eye without, glasses, 
and that this class, on rc-examination while in service, are . permitted a 
lower standard. 

0, 4 and 5. Government have received the Report of the Standing 
Advisory Committee of Medical Officers on the standards of physical 
fitness—including acuity of vision. Rules regarding gazetted officers have 
been issued along with the Regulations for recruitment in the Gazette of 
Indu! of the 9th July 1927, and the Secretary of State lias been requested 
o adopt the standards for candidates to be recruited in England. The 

report, on tlie standards for subordinates is under the con- 
Mrtnrat.ni, of , 1l0 Government. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


4529* 


Special Course in Ophthalmic Surgery for Railway Medical Officers of 

State Railways. 

1086. *Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Sidney : (a) "Will the Honourable 
Member be pleased to state if all Railway Medical Officers recruited both 
in India and England undergo a special course in ophthalmic surgery, with 
special reference to their official professional work of which visual tests and 
opinions form an important part ? 

(6) If not, are Government prepared to issue orders that this course 
of study do form a part of every Railway Medical Officer’s training and 
that none who have not undergone a special ophthalmic training be> 
employed as .Medical Officers on State Railways ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) No. But candidates who have under¬ 
gone a special course in ophthalmic surgery are given special consideration, 
other qualifications being also taken into account. 

(ft) Government do not propose to issue such orders. 

Indians appointed as King’s Commissioned Officers, etc. 

1087. *Mr. Mukhtar, Singh : Will the Government be pleased to 
state in regard to the following appearing in the Indian Sandhurst Com¬ 
mittee Report, page 11, paragraph 9, sub-paragraphs 2 and 3 : 

“ of tho 44 Indian boys who have passed successfully out of Sandhurst, 42 now 
Teinain in tho Indian Army. The other two have for different reasons 
resigned their commission, 

of the 83 boys who passed the Sandhurst entrnnee examination, 35 were residents 
of the Punjab, 12 belong to Bombay, 0 each to the United Provinces 
and Bengal, 5 to the North-West Prontier Province, 3 each to Rajputana 
• and Hyderabad, 2 each to Burma and Coorg and one each to Bihar, Assam 
and the Central India Ageney. ’ ’ 

(a) How many of these 44 and 83 boys are Moslems, Hindus including 
Sikhs and others ? 

(?;) How many of these 44 boys are from each of the different Provinces 
of India and how many of these are Maratha Brahmins and Maratha non- 
Brahmins ? 

(c) How many of the Provincial quotas forming these 83 hoys, are 
Moslems, Hindus including Sikhs and others 1 

(d) How many of the 12 boys forming the quota of Bombay are 
Maratha Brahmins and Maratha non-Brahmins and others ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) —(ef). As much as possible of the informa¬ 
tion desired by the Honourable Member will be obtained and communi¬ 
cated to him in due course. 

Stoppage of the Recruitment of Hindus to the Ministerial or 

Technical Establishment of the Forest Research Institute at 

Dehra Dun. 

1088. '’-Mr. Mukhtar Singh : (a) Will the Government he pleased to 
state if it is a fact that Mr. G. G. Trevor, acting for the President, Forest 
Research Institute and College, has issued an order to the following effect ? 

< * 

With a view to stop the preponderance of Hindus on the staff of the 
Forest Research Institute and College it is hereby laid down 
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that until further orders no Hindu will be appointed on tile- 
ministerial or technical establishment whether permanent or 
temporary unless the candidates'of the following communities 
who come forward, are to be forced to* be unqualified or un¬ 
suitable : • ■ ■ : 

Moslems, Anglo-Indians, Christians and other communities. - 

(6) Was this action of Mr. Trevor in accordance with the orders 
or policy of Government ? 

(c) If not, what action do the Government propose to take in the. 
matter ? 

(d) Will tfie Government be pleased to state if it is the policy of the 

Government to introduce comniunalism even in Institutions which are of a 
highly -technical nature? • • 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : (a) Yes. ' " 

(5) The order does not correctly carry out tlie intentions of Gov¬ 
ernment. . 

(■c) Instructions are being issued to withdraw the order. 

(d) If by “ commimalism " the Honourable, Member means the secur : 
ing of adequate representation, of .minority communities, the principle 
will be applied with special caution in the case of services in which hiigh 
technical qualifications are the most important'requirement. 

Mr. B. Das : Are Government officials in high positions allowed to 
foster communal discord between the different sections of, the people of 
India ? r ’ ' 

. (At this stage Mr; It. Ahmed rose in his place.) > ;• 

Mr. President : Order, order. Mr. 11am Narayan Singh. 

Mir. Kt Ahmed : Am I not entitled according to the. Buies and Stand- 
lug Orders of this Assembly to put questions ? 

Mr. President: Order, order. Mr. Bam Narayan, Singh. 

Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : Question No. 1089. 

Resolution regarding the Backward Tracts in’Bihar and Orissa. ; 

1089.- *IYEr. Ram Narayan Singh : With reference to the Government’s 
reply to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh’s question No. 102 on Monday, 22nd 
August .1927, will the Government be pleased to,.state whether in sub¬ 
mitting to the Secretary of State for India a copy of the resolution on 
“ Backward Tracts ” in the province of Bihar and Orissa, they made any 
remarks thereon and if so, what ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The Honourable Member is referred 
to the reply which I gave to part (a) of his question No. 554 on the 29th 
August 1927 and the earlier answer referred to therein. 

Government Policy in regard to the Khadi Movement. 

1090. "Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : Will the Government be pleased 
l heir P olic M about ar *a attitude towards the Khadi (hand woven 
and hand spun cloth) movement in this eminfT-i- ■? 
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The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s question will be fully answered when his Resolution on a somewhat 
similar subject comes up for discussion to-morrow. 

tl 091*-—1092*. 

Abolition op Tolls on the Railway Bridge over the River Gandak:. 

1093. *Maulvi Muhammad Shafee : ( a ) "What principle do the Gov¬ 
ernment recognize for permitting the levy of tolls on bridges constructed 
and maintained either by Government or Railway Companies for crossing 
rivers or waterways ? 

(b) Are Government aware that the bridge on the river Gandak 
between Sonepore and Iiajipore within the jurisdiction of the Saran and 
Muzaffarpur Districts in the province of Bihar and Orissa for the Bengal 
and North Western Railway was constructed some time in 1885 and that a 
footpath was attached to"the bridge for the convenience of foot pas¬ 
sengers 1 

(c) Are Government aware that the cost of attaching the footpath to the 
bridge as related by the-Railway Company amounts to no more than two 
lakhs of rupees 1 

(d) Are Government aware that the heaviest rate of toll which is 
one anna per passenger has been realized from those who cross the bridge 
since the year 1885 ? 

(e) Are Government aware that the sum realized as toll up to the last 
financial year amounted to about 5 lakhs of rupees ? 

(/) Are Government aware that there is a very strong feeling in the 
country against the levy of tolls on that bridge ”, 

(g) Are Government aware that the Bihar and Orissa Legislative 
Council has recently passed a Resolution recommending the abolition of 
the tolls on the said bridge 1 

(h.) Will the Government be pleased to state what steps the Govern¬ 
ment are going to take in the matter 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Barsops : (a) Railways are entitled to levy tolls on foot¬ 
paths of bridges constructed at their expense, but if a Local Government 
compensates a railway for the loss in net receipts which would follow 
the abolition of such tolls, the railway administration ceases to chnrire 
the tolls. 

(b) Tes, the bridge was constructed in 18S7. 

(c) The cost was Rs. 2,10,000. 

(d) Yes, the tolls have been levied at the rate of 1 anna per passenger 
since 1887. 

(c) No. Records do not exist to show the sum. 
if) No. 

(fir) No. 

i Not put at the mooting, but the questions and answers thereto will be found at 
page 4565 of tliese proceedings 
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( h ) There has been correspondence between the Government of India 
and the Government of Bihar and Orissa on the question of the abolition 
of these tolls and the Local Government decided last year not at present to 
press for their abolition. It is for the Local Government to reopen the 
question and the Government of India propose to take no further action 
unless this is done. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh. : Are Government aware that the Bengal and 
North Western Railway has been more than compensated for the ex¬ 
pense which it incurred in making that footpath by the levy of tolls for a 
long number of years ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : If the figure which the Honourable the ques¬ 
tioner mentioned, namely, 5 lakhs, is correct, it seems likely that this 
footpath has been kept open at a continuous loss to the Bengal and North 
Western Railway from the beginning. , 

t f 

Cancellation op the Passport granted to Mr. iSaklatwala, M.P., 

1094. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Has the attention of the Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to a London telegram published in the Pioneer , dated 
the 5th September 1927 (page 3), in which it is stated that the validity of 
the passport granted to Mr. Saklatwala, M.P., in December 1926, has been 
cancelled “ at the desire of the Indian authorities ”, and that he will not 
be allowed to enter India ? 

(b) Is this correct ; and if so, why have the Indian authorities recom¬ 
mended the cancellation of the passport ? 

(c) What objection have the Government to lay the correspondence in 
this connection on the table ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Yes. 

(b) It is the case that the validity of Mr. Saklatwala’s passport for 
India has been cancelled, mainly on the ground of his conduct in India 
during his last visit. The Government of India and the Secretary of State 
were in complete agreement that this action should be taken. 

(c) T do nol consider that it would be in the public interest. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : What is the conduct of Mr. Saklatwala re¬ 
ferred to which justifies the Government of India in recommending Gw 
cancellation of the passport ? ‘ 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The conduct of Mr. Saklatwala is 
that which the Government of India and the Secretary of State regarded 
as likely to be prejudicial to the public interest. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will the Honourable Member be more spe¬ 
cific on this point ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : No, Sir. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : Have the Government of India con¬ 
sidered the desirability of taking other action instead of this improper 
one of cancelling the passport ? 

^• < ^ 10 ' ura hle Mr. J. Crerar : That question has occupied the at¬ 
tention of Government. 
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Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : Did they consider the Question of 
prosecuting him or taking any other action under the ordinary law of 
the country instead of this administrative action ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I have already replied on that point 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask what made the Government of India 
thinir that the presence of Mr. Saklatwala would lead to a disturbance 
iof tranquillity ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I have already answered that ques¬ 
tion. 

Mr. B. Das : May I, inquire if Mr. Saklatwala’s visit to India last 
year and his public conduct was in any way harmful to the public inter¬ 
est in India ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : My answer refers to Mr. Saklatwala’s 
last visit to India. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : May I know if the Government defi¬ 
nitely decided that this was the suitable action to take by way of 
punishing Mr. Saklatwala’s conduct in India ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : No, Sir. It is not punishment. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : What is the object of this action, Sir ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Prevention. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : May I know- if there has been any dis¬ 
turbance of public tranquillity in consequence of Mr. Saklatwala’s 
visit 9 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : As I pointed out, the object was to 
prevent any breach of public tranquillity. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : May I know whether Government had 
any reason, on account of Mr. Saklatwala’s action in the past, to justify 
the action ? 

The Honourable Mr. J’. Crerar : They had Teason to apprehend the 
possibility of a breach of tranquillity. 

I 

Rejection of the Application of an Indian Student to be allowed to 

ASSIST IN THE WATER DEPARTMENT OF THE NEW MlLLS COUNCIL. 

1095. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : ( a ) Is it a fact that an Indian student 
in England studying at the Manchester College of Technology made an 
application to the New Mills Council to be allowed to assist in the Water 
Department of the Council during his long vacation, blit his application 
was rejected after discussion on the ground that he was an “ outsider ” ? 

(ft) Do Government propose to ascertain the facts of this case from the 
High Commissioner for India, and indicate what steps are proposed to be 
taken in the matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) and (&). The 
Government of India have no information but have addressed the High 
Commissioner in the matter. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will the information be communicated to 
me or to the House " 
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The Honourable SirBhupendra Nath Mitra : It will be communicat¬ 
ed to the Honourable Member. 

Restriction op the Employment op Gurkhas to the Army and Regular 

Military Police Battalions. 

1096. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (a) Is it a fact that an order has been 
issued by Government that no Gurkhas of Nepalese nationality should be 
given any employment except in the Army, and in regular military police 
battalions, and then only up to the existing sanctioned strength ? 

(b) What is the existing sanctioned strength of the Gurkhas of 
Nepalese nationality in the Army, and in the regular military police bat¬ 
talions ? 

Sir Denys Bray : (a) Yes, Sir, in deference to wishes expressed by 
the Nepal Government. 

(b) Army 21,166 (including 2,000 reserve). Military Police 3,478. 

Valuation of Government House Properties in Simla. 

1097. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will the Government be pleased to 
give an approximate valuation of Government house properties in Simla ; 
and also indicate if additional quarters will be required to be built in New 
Delhi for office and residential purposes, in connection with the proposed 
longer stay of the Government in New Delhi ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The book value of re¬ 
sidential and non-residential buildings of the Central Government in 
Simla is roughly estimated at Rs. 2,20,00,000, but the actual value is prob¬ 
ably slightly higher. The above figure does not include the value of 
Railway properties in Simla. 

A longer stay in Delhi by itself is not likely to involve the construc¬ 
tion of additional accommodation for office and residential purposes. 

Preservation of the Mosques of the Sharqi Kings at Jaunpur. 

1098. ‘-Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Are Government aware that the 
mosques of the Sharqi kings at Jaunpur, viz., the Jami Masjid, the Atala 
Masjid, and the Lai Darwaza Masjid, which have been declared protected 
under the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, VII of 1904, are in a 
dilapidated condition requiring repairs, and the Arcbieological Department 
is unable to maintain them for the reason that their Mutawallis refuse to 

t enter into an agreement with the Government in respect of their main¬ 
tenance ? If so, what action do the Government propose to take for the 
preservation of these mosques ? 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : Yes. Government are enquiring into the matter. 

Employment by Members of the Indian Legislature of Retainers for 

t ttf. tr Fire-Arms. 

! 

1099 “’'Maulvi Muhammad Shafee • (a) Will the Government be 
pleased to state whether the exemptees under clause (1) (a) of Schedule 
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I cf tlie' Indian Arms Rules, 1924/are allowed to' keep retainers ; for their 
arms t- ' 1 /* • '■ ” • ’ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ 

(&) If the answer be in the affirmative, will, the Government, be 
pleased to state whether the Members of the Indian Legislature are 
included in that category .and thus .permitted to keep retainers,? 

(c) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the fact 

that the provisions with regard to keeping retainers in the Indian Arms 
Rules, 1924, have been differently interpreted by several Local Governments 
and that thus there are different and' often contradictory procedures adopted 
in the . several provinces with regard to giving 1 permission for keeping 
retainers ? . • 

( d ) Are Government prepared to take steps to make uniform provi¬ 

sions to be'followed in all the-provinces in regard to keeping retainers by 
the Members of the Indian Legislature ? 1 “• ' •' 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) The exemption granted to those 
named in clause 1 (a) of the , Schedule is. personal, and does not- extend 
to retainers . or servants. ; t . 

, . :.!»), Hoes, not arise. , ' • - . 

( c ) and (d): • Government'are not- aware that a different procedure 
is followed- by. different Local Governments, but they will enquire. 

tnOO*—1103*. ' . ' 

Recruitment for the Audit and Accounts Department. 

1104. *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : (a) Is it a fact that in pursu¬ 
ance of Resolution No. 1279-F.E. of the Government of India, Finance 
Department, the Government of India have stopped recruiting non-Indians 
.'for their Audit and Accounts Department ? 

(5) Is an English, qualification insisted upon in the case of appoint¬ 
ments in the Audit and Accounts Department ? * 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : The reply to part (a) of the 
question is in the affirmative and to part (&) in the negative. 

Resolution., regarding Indianisation of the Higher Grades of Port 

Trust Services. 

1105. *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : What action has been taken by 
Government in connection with the Resolution of the Honourable Sir 
P. G. Sethna in the Council of State oiv 26th January 1922, recommending 
Indianisation of the higher posts in the services of the Port Trusts 1 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Under the various Port Acts, the 
Boards of Trustees exercise statutory power to appoint their own officers, 
except in the ease of the highest appointments. In the debate in the 
Council of State, to which the Honourable Member refers, it was recognis¬ 
ed that the most practical step that the Government could take lo in¬ 
crease the number of Indians in the higher grades of the Port services, 
would be the amendment of the Port Acts so as to increase the number 

t Not put at the meeting, bat the questions and answers thereto will bp found nt 
pages 45G5—07 of these proceedings. 
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of Indians on the Boards, in which, the power of . appointment iB vested. 
The Port Acts of the principal ports were accordingly amended for this 
purpose, and I am informed that the number of Indians appointed by the 
Board is mow increasing. '' ; ' ’ ^ ' 

Appointment op Assistant Accountant under t h e Port Commissioners, 

•> Calcutta. 

1106. *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : (a) Has the attention of the 
Government been drawn to an advertisement in the Calcutta papers 
inviting applications for the post of Assistant Accountant under.the.Port 
Commissioners, Calcutta, the post being open to “fully qualified' 
Chartered Accountants European or Indian ” ? 

•(b) Is there any reason why the membersof the Society, of Incor¬ 
porated Accountants should thus be excluded from applying ? 

, The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) Yes. ' 

(6) Government have no information/but have'made enquiries in the 
matter and will communicate the result to the Honourable Member. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Will the Government take the action 
necessary in order that this particular post may go to an Indian ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I am not aware that it is in the 
power of the Government of India to take any direct, action in the 
matter. 

Mr. B. Das : Will the Honourable Member communicate the result 
of the inquiry to the Indian Chamber of Commerce-about the appoint¬ 
ment of accountants in the Port Trust ? , , 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I am afraid I did not catch' the 
Honourable Member’s question. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Is it not in the power of the Government of India 
to Indianise this Port Trust ? Do Government propose to take steps 
and move the authorities in England, so that what is needful may be 
-done 1 

. The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The Government of India do not 
propose to undertake legislation to amend the various Ports Acts at present. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Will they be good enough to com¬ 
municate this question and their reply to the authorities of the Port 
Trust ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Yes, Sir. 

Representation prom the Indian Chamber of Commerce ■ in Connection 
with the Appointment of ■ Assistant Accountant under the Port 
Commissioners, Calcutta. 

1107. ‘^Mr.. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Have, Government > of India 
received any representation from the Indian Chamber of Commerce, 
Calcutta, in connection, with .the appointment of an Assistant Accountant 
to the office of the Port Commissioners of .Calcutta ? - If-so, will they he 
pleased to lay it on the table 
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The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The Government of India have 
received a representation from the Indian Chamber of Commerce on the 
subject and a copy has been placed in the Library. 

Transfer op the Railway Clearing House to Delhi. 

1108. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Will the Government be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the Government haA T e finally decided 
to locate the Railway Clearing House at Delhi ? 

(5) If the answer to the above be in affirmative, will the Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state in which building or buildings it is going to be 
accommodated and also when it is going to be transferred from Lahore 
to Delhi ? 

(c) Is it a fact that notwithstanding the statement made by Mr. 
A. A. L. Parsons in the Legislative Assembly on the 25th March last, the 
Clearing House is not going to be located ip any of the old Government 
buildings but a new building is going to be hired or purchased for the 
same ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). The staff are to be accommodated in a building which 
has been purchased for the purpose and in an existing vacant building of 
the North Western Railway. The transfer of the office from Lahore to 
Delhi is to take place at the end of this month. 

Railways on which the Clearing Accounts System of Working has been 

ESTABLISHED. 

1109. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Will the Government, be 
pleased to state in which Railways is the Clearing House system being 
worked and also in which others its working is likely to be extended in 
the course of the next ten years ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state the total number of 
stations on tlie different railways on which the Clearing House system is 
being worked and also how many of these stations are nearer to 
Lucknow than Delhi ? 

(c) What is the total number of stations on the different railways in 
India and how many of these stations are nearer to Lucknow than 
Delhi 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The four State-managed Railways have 
been brought under the Clearing Accounts system of working and a por¬ 
tion of the traffic of the Bombay. Baroda and Central India Railway is 
beintr working experimentally under this 'system. I hope that eventually 
other Company-managed Railways will come in. 

(b) and (c). The compilation of the information will involve a great 
deal of labour which Government do not think it desirable to impose on 
the authorities concerned. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Is if a fact that more stations dealing 
with this Clearing Office are nearer to Lucknow than to Delhi, and is it 
for this reason that the Government do not give the information required ? 

B 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, Sir, Mere.proximity, is-not really the 
consideration., It isj a^qiigstionwhieli is the -more -convenient centre o£ 
the train services on the .Railways as- a. whole. There : is.jiio ,doui?t jthat 
from that point of view Delhi is a better station for the four State Rail¬ 
ways I havq mentioned and j: or. the Bombay, ; Baroda , ancl. Central India 
Railway than Lucknow. 

Maulvi Muhaiilniad Yakub : For how long did this' Clearing Office 
remain in Lileknow ? ' -• 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : It was never in Lucknow, 

.i > .. .1 • ‘ ' t > . * ... 

Establishment of the Railway. Clearing House at Lahore, etc. 

f ( 

1110. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) How many men (excluding 
menial staff').are at-.present employed inthe'Lahore.-Clearing-House ? 

• (b) Is ‘it 1 proposed to increase the number of such employees when 
the Clearing House' is transferred to Delhi ? " If so, how many ? 

(e) How many of these employees have been recruited from the 
North Western Railway and how many from the East Indian Railway ? 

(d) Will the G-overnment be pleased to state if any’ extra allowance 
will be given to the'employees on their transfer from Calcutta and ; Laliore 
to Delhi ? If so, what will be the total amount of such - allowance per 
month■ ! 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The present sanctioned’cadre is 830 men. 

(b)- An increase may become necessary if the-Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway decide to. come in permanently into the Clearing 
House system of working. 

; ( c ) 'Tile information required will be obtained and supplied-to the 

Honourable Member. - ■ 

( d) An allowance of 10 per cent, of pay, subject to a minimum of 
Rs. 10 per mensem has been sanctioned for employees who bold permanent 
posts in other offices and who elect the new scales of pa3 r sanctioned for 
the subordinate establishment of the Clearing Accounts Office. This 
allowance is to be absorbed in future increments falling due to the em¬ 
ployees concerned. It is not possible to frame a reliable estimate of the 
total sum. of-such allowance as it is not known how many employees will 
elect the new scales of pay ; but in .any case, the amount-, involved will be 
small. 

Amount- op Allowance Granted to the Ministerial Staff op the late 

OuDH AND RoHILKHAND RAILWAY TRANSFERRED FROM - LUCKNOW , TO 

Calcutta. , 

1111- *Mr. Rail Ahmad Kidwai : (a) Was any extra allowance given 
to the Oudh,and Rohilkhpnd Railway employees on their, transfer from 
Lucknow to Calcutta. ?, ,, , . . ' ,, 

(h) If so, what is the total amount of this extra allowance per 
month given to the Qudh and Rohilkhand, Railway -employees d 

;(c) What.Is the-, total’nuriibei’ of the'Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway 
employees transferred. Troin Lucknow‘to Calcutta from time. to- time-since 
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the amalgamation of tlie Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway and East Indian 
Railway ? 

(d) Have Government taken into consideration the suggestion of 
locating tho Clearing House at Lucknow with a view to saving a large 
amount of this allowance by retransferring some of tlie old Oudh and 
Rohilkhand Railway employees from Calcutta to Lucknow 1 

Mr. A. A. I*. Parsons : (a) An extra allowance of 10 per cent, of 
pay subject to a minimum of Rs. 4 per mensem was granted to the'minis¬ 
terial staff of the late Oudh and Rohilkhand Railwaj 71 who were transferred 
from Lucknow to Calcutta. 

(b) Figures showing the total amount of this allowance are not 
available. It would vary from time to time, as men drawing it were.trans¬ 
ferred from Calcutta. 

(c) Government have no information. 

(d) The suggestion was considered, but as I have explained in replies 
to other questions, it lias finally been decided to locate the Clearing House 
at Delhi. 

Approximate Expenditure required for the Location of the Clearing 
House at Delhi and Lucknow, respectively. 

1112. *Mr. Rafi Ahmad Kidwai : Will the Government lay on the 
table a comparative statement showing the approximate recurring and 
non-recurring expenditure which would be needed for the location of 
the Clearing House at Delhi and Lucknow, respectively ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am afraid it is impossible to make such a 
comparison. 

Employment of the Staff of the late Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway 

as Crewmen. 

1113. *Mr. Rafi Ahmad Kidwai : Will the Government be pleased to 
state how many of the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway employees transfer¬ 
red to Calcutta have been retransferred to the United Provinces and how 
many of them have been transferred to the newly created crew system .’ 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have no information, but it is 
being obtained and will be supplied to the Honourable Member. 

Offices located in the old Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway Buildings 

in Lucknow. 

1114. '‘Mr. Rafi Ahmad Kidwai : Will the Government be pleased to 
state what offices are at present located in the old Oudh and Rohilkhand 
Railway office buildings in Lucknow and what portion of those buildings 
remains unused ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Headquarters buildings of the late 
Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway at Lucknow are at present occupied by 
the Divisional office, the Railway Police office, the Assistant .Signal 
Engineer's office and the offices of the Executive Engineer. Construction, 
while certain departments of the Provincial Government are housed in 

B2 
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the upper floor, of. the East. Block. The press, building and the paper 
god own are at present unoccupied. 

Demolition op the Office Buildings of the late Oudh and Rohilkhand 

Railway in Lucknow. 

1115. *Mr. Rail Ahmad Kidwai •: (a) Is it a fact that the whole or 
part of the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway office buildings at Lucknow 
is going to be demolished because the Railway Department does not require 
them ? AVhat is the cost of the portion proposed, to be demolished ? 

(&) If so, cannot these buildings be utilised for accommodating the 
Clearing House ? If not, why ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : One bungalow is being, or will shortly be, 
demolished because it has been condemned as dangerous. It could not 
be used for housing the Clearing House office. The original cost of this 
bungalow is not known to Government. 

Sale of Material of the old Railway Station at Lucknow. . 

1116. *Mr. Rafi Ahmad Kidwai : (a) Is it a fact that tenders were 
invited for the sale of material of the old railway station (East Indian 
Raihvay) at Lucknow and that the tenders received being considered too 
low, it was decided to call for fresh tenders ? 

(b) If so, were the fresh tenders invited ? 

(c) If not, how was the material disposed of ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state for what amount the 
whole material was sold and what was the difference between-the amount 
.so received and the amount offered in highest tender ') 

(e) Will the Government be pleased to .state the name of the pur¬ 
chaser of the old material of this station and whether this purchaser had 
also submitted tenders for the purchase of this material when the tenders 
were originally invited ? 

(/) If so, what was the amount he had offered in his first tender ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The required information is being obtained 
and a communication will be sent to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Extension of the Lee Concessions to Railway Officers not entitled to 

them. 

1117. *Mr. Rafi Ahmad Kidwai : (a) Has the Railway Board received 
any applications from the railway officers not entitled to Lee concessions 
praying for the extension of these concessions to their class of officers ? 

( b ) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the number of 
' signatories belonging to different railways as well as the reasons ad- 
' 5 ' vanced in the application for the extension of such concessions to them 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a.) Yes. 

( b ) The applications have been received both from individual officers 
and from various associations. It would, L am afraid, take more, time and 
■trouble than tlie information-would be. worth, to attempt to calculate the 
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number of officers affected and to summarise the various reasons advanced 
in support of their requests. 

Officers in the Superior Services in the Commercial and Transportation 
Departments of State Railways. 

1118. *Mr. Raff Ahmad Kidwai : (a) What is the total number of 
Indian officers of the Superior Services in the (?) Commercial and (ii) 
Transport Departments of the different State Railways ? 

(b) What is the ' proportion of Indian officers to the non-Indian 
officers of the Superior Services in (?) the Commercial and (ii) Transport 
Departments of the different State Railwa 5 r s ? 

(c) What steps have the Government taken or propose to take to bring 
the number of the Indian officers to the proportion recommended by the Lee 
Commission ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (5). The information is available 
in the Railway Board’s Classified List, of which a copy is in the Library. 

(c) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to Railway 
Board’s Resolution ls T o. 2058-E., which was published in the Gazette of 
India, dated 17th July 1927. 

Cancellation of the Passport of Mr. SaIclatwala for India. 

1119. *Mr. Raff Ahmad Kidwai : (a) Has the attention of the Gov¬ 
ernment been drawn to a Reuter’s telegram published in Civil and 
Military Gazette of Lahore of the 5th September reporting cancellation 
of Mr. Saklatwala’s passport to India ? 

(b) If so, is it a fact that the passport has been cancelled at the 
instance of the Government of India 1 

(c) If the answer to part (b) be in affirmative, will the Government 
be pleased to state the reasons for taking this step ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the answer I have given to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh’s question 
No. 1094. 

11120 *-. 

Number or Biharis admitted into the Ap.my after the Great War. 

1121. *Mr. Siddheswar Sinha : Will the Government be pleased to 
slate the number of Biharis admitted into the Army after the Great War 
year by year ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The Honourable Member’s attention is invited 
to the statement laid on the table in reply to starred question No. 25, dated 
the 27th January 1927. Since that statement was compiled, that is to 
say, during the period from the 1st October 1926 to the 30th June 1927, 
one combatant and three non-combatants have been recruited from Bihar 
and Orissa. 

1 Not put at tho meeting, but the question and answer thereto will be found ftt 
page -1567 of these proceedings. 
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Biharis in the Army, in India Reserve of Officers. 

1122 *Mr. Siddheswar Sinha : (a) Will the Government lie pleased 
to state the number of {i) Europeans and Anglo-Indians, («) Biharis, 
'(Hi) Indians'other than'Biharis, in the Ariiiy in India Reserve of Officers 
as it is composed at present, category by category ? 

( b) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of - Bihari 
applicants for these, category by category, and the reasons for the non- 
acceptance of the application if any ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased.to state the number of Biharis 
made .permanent in the Army in.India Reserve,of Officers ? . 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) I will furnish the Honourable Member 
with a statement giving the required information. 

(b) 16 applicants from Bihar and Orissa have been rejected ; o r ne 
because he was ineligible under the rules, another because he was medically 
.unfit and the rest because they were considered unsuitable. 

Government have no information as to the categories for which these 
gentlemen applied. 

(c) Three. 

Grant of Marriage and House Allowances to Officers of the Indian 

Medical Service. 

1123. "Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney.: .(a) Will Government please 
state wiielher it is a fact that marriage allowance and house allowance are 
given to officers in the Indian Army as also in the R. A. M. C. ? 

(b) Are such allowances given to officers in the I. M. S. both tempo¬ 
rary and permanent ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. G-. M. Young : (a) Yes. 

(b) No. The reason, as far :as concerns permanent, officers, is that 
the rates of pay of permanent officers Of the Indian Medical Service are 
consolidated rates, while those of. other .Indian Army offieerp .and of officers 
of the Royal Army Medical Corps serving'in India are made up of basic 
pay and allowances on the same system as rates of pay in the United 
Kingdom. 

Temporary officers of the Indian Medical Service are engaged under 
a contract which provides for consolidated rates of pay in their case also. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will the Honourable. ^Member kindly 
tell me, in so far as the consolidated pay is concerned, how much of that 
consolidated pay goes towards house and marriage allowances ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : If my Honourable friend will put that question 
down on the paper I shall be very glad to answer it. 

Number and Tonnage of Steamers and Sailing Vessels registered in 
' INDIA. 

1124. *Mr. Sarabhai Kemchand Haji : Will Government.be pleased 
to^ate separately the number, of.the steamers and. sailing..vessels,_togethcr- 
witb-vtlieir gross registered tonnage, registered at various Indian' ports f 
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The Honourable Sit George Tlaihy : The only information available 
is that contained in Table No. 11 (Shipping) of Volume II of the “ Annual 
Statement of the Sea-borne Trade of • British India with the British 
Empire and Foreign Countries ”, to which I would invite the attention 
of the .Honourable Member. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : In Mew of the fact that their in¬ 
formation is inadequate, will the Government of India kindly see their 
way to get more information on the subject from the various ports ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I am prepared to consider 
that, Sir. 

Convening oe a Sub-Coneerence to consider Questions affecting Mer- 
, chant. Shipping Legislation in the Empire. 

1125. *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state the date, when a Sub-Conference, as recommended by fhe 
Imperial Conference of 1926; is to be called to consider all questions'affect¬ 
ing Merchant Shipping legislation in the Empire ? 

(&) Are Government aware that it was decided at the Imperial Con¬ 
ference that due representation should be given to Indian shipping inter¬ 
ests at that Sub-Conference » 

(c) If the-answer to (1> ) be in the affirmative, will Government please 
slate if it is their intention to act up to that suggestion in selecting the 
Indian representatives to the proposed Sub-Conference ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (o) So far as the Government 
are aware, no date has yet been decided on. 

(6) The Inter-Imperial Relations Committee of the Imperial Con¬ 
ference, 1926, recommended that India, in view of the importance of 
her shipping interests, should bo given full representation on the 
proposed Sub-Conference, on an equal footing with Great- Britian and 
the Dominions. 

(c) The selection of the Indian representations will be considered - 
when the Sub-Conference has been decided on. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : When the selection is made, will 
the Government he good enough to see to it that India is represented at 
this Conference by a national Indian and not by a non-Indian ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Government will certainly take 
into account that question. Sir, and the known wishes of a large number 
of Members of this House. 

Resolution regarding the Prohibition of Liquor. 

1126. :! "Khan'Bahadur Makhdum Syed Rajan Btikhsh Shah : (a) Have 
the Government taken any steps to give effect to the Resolution passed by 
this Assembly regarding the prohibition of liquor ? 

(Z>) If not, will the Government please state reasons for not doing 
so ? . 

(c) Do the Government intend to give effect to the Resolution forth¬ 
with ? 
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The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : This question (No. ,1126) has 
already been answered!. 

Mr,. K. Ahmed : Are the Government aware that it is derogatory 
to the principles of the Standing Rules and Orders of this Assembly as 
also to the interests of the Legislative Department to put in the same 
question twice (vide Question No. 1062)-:—this question having been asked 
half an ho*ur ago and answered. Is it not the rule that unless six months 
have elapsed no question can be repeated in this House ? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : I would suggest that it.is also 
undesirable to put a supplementary question twice. (Laughter.) 

Representation op Muslims in the Indian Civil Service. 

Y r ' ‘ 

1127. *Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed Rajan Bakhsh Shah : (a) Is it 
a fact that the Muslim population is about ^tli of the total population of 
India, and that only 10 Muslims out of 109 Indian recruits for the I. C. S. 
from 1922 to 1927 have been selected ? 

(5) Is it a fact that out of 109 posts for the I. C. S., 81 have gone to the 
Hindus, 7 to the Indian Christians, 2 to the Sikhs, 9 to the Burmese and 
10 to the Muslims from 1922 tp 1927, and if so, is this not a violation of 
the solemn promise given by the Government that no undue predominance 
to any community will be given in the services ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to take steps to give due and propor¬ 
tionate representation to the Muslims by increasing their number in the 
said service henceforth and to make up the deficiency ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Yes. - 

(6) The figures quoted by the Honourable Member are those which 
I gave him on the 29th August la,st. There has been no violation of any 
promise. The latest pronouncements of Government on this subject is 
that of the 2nd March, 1925. Speaking in another place' my predecessor 
pointed out that Government had accepted the principle that steps should 
be taken to secure that the services are not unduly overweighted with 
the representatives of any one community or province, and in order to 
give effect to this principle he announced the procedure of reserving, if 
necessary, one-third of the direct Indian recruitment to the Indian Civil 
Service for the redress of inequalities. This procedure has been' strictly 
adhered to ever since. 

(c) It was made clear by Sir Alexander Muddiman in the statement 
I harm already mentioned that, it was not possible for Government to give 
proportionate representation to any particular minority commiuiity. 

Miss Mayo’s Book “ Mother India.” 

1128. *Mr. M, S. Aney : (a-) Has the attention of the Government 
been drawn to the following special message first published in The 
Hindustan, a Gujrati daily of Bombay and since published in all the 
prominent Indian newspapers : 

“ Many of the British M. Ps. have been provided with a free copy 
of Miss Katherine Mayo’s book “ Mother India.” 

these* proeo a 'v VXr *° th * 8 question, 'see answer to question No. 1062 at page 4521 of 
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(&) "Will tlie Government be pleased to state whether free copies 
of the same book have been supplied to any officials and the Anglo- 
Indian publicists in India also ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to say whether the Publicity 
Department of tjhe Government of India has been supplied with a copy of • 
the book or not ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Grerar : (a) Government have seen the 
report, and have ascertained from the Secretary of State that no copies 
of the book have been distributed by the India Office or at public expense. 

(5) Not so far as Government are aware. 

(c) No. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : May I know if Government are 
aware that Miss Mayo is connected with the British Library of Literature 
in New York ? ' 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : Will the Honourable Member kindly 
repeat the question ? 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : May I know if Government can tell 
us what connection Miss Mayo has with the British Library of Literature 
in New York ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I am afraid I have no information 
on the point. If the Honourable Member will put down the question, T 
shall endeavour to answer it. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : I will answer the question. 
The answer is that she has none. 

Mr. B. Das : Do I take it that Miss Mayo was not at all helped by 
any of the Provincial Governments or the Government of India in the 
matter of collection of materials for her book, or that she was not at all 
helped by the Secretary of State by the supply of any materials ? 

The Honourable Mr.. J. Crerar : Miss Mayo received no more 
assistance from any officials of Government than would be accorded to any 
other private person. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : The question is whether she was given any assist¬ 
ance.- The question I wish to ask is. did the Publicity Department of 
the Government of India give any assistance to Miss Mayo in connection 
with the materials for her book ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I am not aware that the Govern¬ 
ment of India gave any assistance of any sort to Miss Mayo, but if she 
did get any assistance, it was no more than would ordinarily be extended 
to any other member of the public. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : May I ask if the Government of 
India's Publicity Department supplied Miss Mayo with any photographs 
that, are published in her New York edition ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I have no information on the 
point, but shall inquire. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett ; The answer is in the negative. 
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Mr. K. Ahmed : . In ,view of -the fact,that the. Honourable 'Member 
has admitted that no more than ordinary courtesy .was shown to Miss.Mayo 
and no more materials were supplied than would ordinarily .be supplied 
to a member of the public, do Government propose to supply us with the 
precise extent of the help accorded ? , 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I did not say that.any materials 
were supplied to Miss Mayo. If ordinary courtesy was extended to her, 
I think there would be no reasonable objection on that ground. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : .May I know exactly what assistance 
was given to her, whether by way of courtesy or by way of departmental 
accommodation V 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Miss Mayo spent some: months in 
the country. I am afraid I cannot give all the details the Honourable 
Member requires. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Are Government aware that Miss Mayo was a 
guest of a Superintendent of ;Police in Lahore , and got information from 
the Head of the Publicity Department of the Government of India ? 

The Honourable Mr.. J. Crerax : No, Sir., ' 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : lias the Honourable Member read the book him¬ 
self, and has the Honourable Member read both the editions, American 
and English ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I have only read one edition. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Is it a fact that there is some difference between 
the two editions, and that things nncomplimentai'y to Muhammadans were 
left out in the English edition ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : So far as I am aware, there is no 
difference in the letter press. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : Is it a fact that Miss Mayo was furnished by some 
officials with materials before they were actually published, and that the 
materials were checked by some officials before they were actually 
published ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : No, Sir. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Has the Publicity Department compared the two 
editions ? .... 

Mr. President : I am prepared to let Mr. Coatman answer the 
question. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : We would like to hear Mr- Coatman. 

Mr. J. Coatman : I have read both the editions, Sir, but I can not 
say that I have compax-ed them as one would compare two diffei’ent 
texts ; and I am not conscious of any material difference between the 
two editions. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Has the Honourable - Member been supplied with 
complimentary copies of both the editions ? . , 

Mr. J. Coatman : No, Sir. 

• Lala Lajpat Rai : Ih the Honourable Member aware that a statement 
has been made in the Press that a C. I. D. Inspector asked an Indian 
gentleman in Lahore to see Miss Mayo ? ' ' 
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I--. - "The -Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The statement was made in the 
Press, but my information is that it is not correct. 

Mr. 3. Das : "Will the Honourable Member verify it ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : I have already made an inquiry 
on the subject. 

Mr. M. it. Jayakar : Having regard to their present experience, will 
the Government consider the advisability of being more careful in future 
about extending such courtesies to American tourists f 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I cannot agree tliat the Govern¬ 
ment lias been in any respect careless in the matter. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Are Government aware that Mahatma Gandhi 
and Miss Hose of, the Victoria, Girls School in Lahore have entirely re¬ 
pudiated the statements Miss Mayo put into their mouths in her book ? 

1 Munshi Iswar Saran : Will the Honourable Member kindly state 
the nature of the courtesy they extended to Miss Mayo ? 

,,, .. The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I have already answered that 
question. 

w « . t - , 

Munshi Iswar Saran : As I am at a distance, I could not hear it 
fully. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I said Miss Mayo spent, some 
months in India and I am not in a position to give the complete details 
asked for. 

Munshi Iswar Saran : I do not want details ; I want to know the 
broad features of the courtesy. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I have already answered the 
■question. 

Period for which a Postmaster General retains Charge of a Postal 

Circle. 

1129. *Mr. M. S. Aney : Will the Government be pleased to state what 
is the average period for which a Postmaster General is retained in charge 
of any Postal Circle in India ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams : No definite period is prescribed. 

Appeals from the Orders of Mr. Booth, Postmaster General, Punjab 

and North-West Frontier Province. 

1130 r Mr. M. S. Aney : Will the Government be pleased to state— 

(a) the number of appeals received by the Director General of 

Posts and Telegraphs from the orders passed by Mr. Booth 
from the time lie assumed charge of his office in the Punjab to 
the end of June 1927. and 

(b) the number of appeals allowed by the Director" General or 

the Government of India ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendrn Nath Mitra : The information is 
being collected and will he furnished to the Honourable Member in due 
■course. 
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Retention of Me. Booth as Postmastee General, Punjab and North- 

West Frontier Province. . 

1131. *Mr. M. S. Aney : Will the Government be'pleased'to saj r 
whether there are any special reasons for keeping Mr. Booth in charge of 
his office of Postmaster General in the Punjab for an unduly long period 1 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : There are no special 
reasons. The posting of officers to particular appointments ,is a matter 
entirely within the discretion of Government. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : Is the Honourable Member able to say how long 
Mr. Booth has been in the Punjab ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Will the Honourable 
Member kindly repeat his question ? 

Mr. M. S. Aney : Will the Honourable Member be. able to ; ' state 
how long Mr. Booth has been in the Punjab ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Mr. Booth has pro¬ 
bably been in the Punjab for five years or more, I cannot say precisely. 

Mr. M. S. Aney': Is that the ordinary period for which Postmasters 
General are retained in a province ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : There is no fixed 
tenure to the appointment of Postmaster General in a particular 
circle. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : Can it be said that at least five'years or something 
more than that is the ordinary period for which these persons occupy this 
post ? , , 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I cannot give any 
definite answer to that question because I have not tried to examine the 
• periods spent by Postmasters General in particular circles in the past. 

Number and Nationality of Pilots in the Bengal Pilot Service. 

• 1132. *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Will the Government be pleased 
to state the number of candidates admitted into the Bengal Pilot Service 
year bj' year from the year 1910 up to March 1927, giving separately 
the figures -of those who were recruited in India and those who were 
recruited in England as well as of those who were Indians and those who 
were non-ludians ? . 

Number and Nationality of Pilots in the Bengal Pilot Service. 

1133. *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : Will the Government he pleased 
to state the present number of pilots in the Bengal Pilot Service giving 
separate figures of those who are Indians and those who are non- 
Indians and those who are recruited in India and those who are recruited 
in England ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : With your permission, Sir, I 
will reply to questions Nos. 1132 and 1133 together. 
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The information asked for is being obtained from the Government of 
..Bengal and will be supplied to the Honourable Member on receipt. 

Annual Administration Reports of -the Ordnance and Clothing 

Factories. 

’ 1134. t Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Is it a fact that the annual administra¬ 
tion reports of the Ordnance and Clothing Factories, under the control 
of the Army Department are considered to be confidential documents by 
the Government of India 1 

(b) Will Government be pleased to explain why these reports are 
treated as confidential 9 

(c) Will they be pleased to state whether they will treat these docu¬ 
ments as public hereafter « 

(d) If these documents contain any information which must be treated 
as confidential, are Government prepared to issue annual reports of the 
administration of these factories omitting such information as must be 
treated as confidential ? 

Mr. G-. M. Young : (a) Yes. 

(Z>) Because they contain information about military equipment and 
preparations. 

(c) I am afraid that would be impossible. 

( d ) The administration reports of these military establishments neces¬ 
sarily consist of information from which readiness for war can be ganged. 

Mr. N. MI. Joshi : May I ask whether these reports are printed or 
not ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : They are, Sir. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether it is very difficult for any 
people to secure these rejiorfs ? 

Mr G. M. Young : I hope so, Sir. 

Indian Ordnance Factories Lists of Establishments. 

1135. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (o) Is it a fact that the Indian Ordnance 
Factories lists containing the names of the persons engaged in these fac¬ 
tories are treated as confidential documents by Governments ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to explain why they are treated 
as confidential 1 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to treat 
these documents as public ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) The answer is in the negative. 

( l ) and (c). Therefore do not arise. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I hope. Sir. the Honourable Member will supply 
me with a copy. When the Honourable Member wrote to me a few days 
ago he said that the report was confidential. 

Mr. G. M. Young : No. Sir, when I wrote to the .Honourable Member 
. I drew a distinction between the documents referred to in tins question 
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and tlie documents referred to in the previous question. I shall be happy 
to supply''him with-copies. •>< - * •= i •• '>• ■; • ■■■;- !. 

‘ Establishments oe Ordnance and Clothing Factories. 

1136. "‘Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to give a state¬ 
ment giving the'following'information regarding the Ordnance and Clothing 
Factories-:' • ■' ■ ‘ • . - ,7^ 

(a) Names of tlie factories, 

(Zj) Number of permanent establishment in each, 

(c) Number of temporary employees in each,. 

(d) Number of what are called extra temporary- employees on 

monthly salaries, 

(e) Number of extra temporary employees on daily wages, ' 

(/) The privileges regarding pension, provident and gratuity, allow¬ 
ances'to each of these classes of employees, ' ' ’ ! 

(p) privileges allowed to each of these classes of employees regard¬ 
ing casual, privilege and sick leave ? ' : • 

• [ •{ *« . .M < 

Temporary Employees in Ordnance and Clothing Factories. 

1137. "‘Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be pleased to give a state¬ 

ment showing for feacli of the Ordnance 1 and Clothing Factories tinder the 
Army Department, the number of temporary employees and the number 
of extra temporary employees, who have served more than 20 years; more 
than 10 years and more than 5 years ? ' . 

Mr. G. M. Young : With your permission. Sir, I propose to answer 
this question and No. 1137 together. 

. . 1 v, ’iil furnish the Honourable Member separately with statements 
giving the information which he desires. 

Establishment op a Provident Fund for, and Grant of Gratuities to. 
Temporary and Extra 1 Temporary Staff employed in the ’ Ordnance 
-and Clothing Factories. - • ' “ - ■ • • 

1138. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
• whether they propose to provide (i) provident fund, and gratuity to 

the Temporary and-'- extra temporary ' establishments employed in the 
Ordnance and Clothing Factories under the Army. Department ? 

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state when such prolusion 
will be made and whether all the workers will be’benefited by it ? 

Mr. G-. M. Young : The question of establishing a provident fund, 
to include a contribution by Government, is under consideration. 

Position of the Clerical Establishment of the Ordnance and Clothin 0 

Factories. ’ ’.' '• 

1139. "'Mr. N. M. Joshi : (cr) : Will Government be pleased to state 
vlietber they had made :, any inquiries either through’ a special officer named 
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Coburn and a Gommittee presided over by General Kenyon regarding the 
position of the -clerical • establishment employed- in the Ordnance” and 
Clothing Factories controlled by the Army Department-? ' ' . 1 

(70 Will Government be pleased to state whether the reports on the 
inquiries have been received and whether they propose to publish these 
reports ? If not, why ? 

(c) Is it, a fact that the Government of Inclia had recommended to 
the Secretary of State the adoption of the proposals of the Kenyon Com- 
mitlee and that the Secretary of State had Sanctioned the proposals in 
March 1924 ; if so, will Government-be pleased to state what effect they had 
given to the recommendations of the Kenyon Committee as approved by 
the Go^ eminent of India and sanctioned by the Secretary ot‘ State ? 

( d ) If so far no action has been taken, will they be pleased + o state 
whether they will do so at an early date, and if not, why not ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) No inquiry about the position of the clerical 
establishments in Army Factories was made either by Mr. Coburn, or by 
.the Kenyon Committee. The latter investigated the condition of Ordnance 
Factories after the war. 

( b ) Government do not propose to publish the report of the Kenyon 
Committee, mainly because it contemplates the establishment of Factories 
of a size and type which would be far more expensive than the present 
needs of the army could justify. 

(c) Such recommendations of the Kenyon Committee as apply to the 
existing Factories have been adopted and given effect to with the sanction 
of the Secretary of State. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Throwing open of certain Gazetted Appointments to the Clerical Es¬ 
tablishment of Ordnance and Clothing Factories. 

1140. -Mr. N. M. Joshi : («) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they had received in 1924 a memorial from the clerical establish¬ 
ment of the Ordnance and Clothing Factories under the control of the 
Army Department ? 

(70 Is it a fact that in the Ordnance and Clothing Factories controlled 
by the Army Department there are no posts of gazetted rank generally 
open to the members of the clerical establishment ? 

(a) Is it a fact that the members of the clerical establishments in the 
Ordnance and Clothing Factory Department had asked in their memorial 
that, certain posts of .gazetted rank he thrown open to them 1 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to 
accede to this request and, if not, why not ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Yes. 

(b) All posts in the Factories are open to qualified men. but none are 
open to unqualified men. 

(c) Yes. 
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(d) No. The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the 
reply given on the 18th Februarj^ 1924 to questions Nos. 351 and: 353, 
and on the 2nd September 1925, to question No. 510. ' 

Creation op Posts op Personal Assistants to the Chief Officers of 

Ordnance Factories. 

1141. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) “Will Government be pleased to state 
if the Kenyon Committee recommended the creation of a post of Personal 
Assistant to the Chief Officer of each of the Ordnance Factories ? 

( b ) Has this recommendation been given effect to ? ' 

(c) If not, will Government be pleased to state when they mean to 
do so ? 

(d) If the reply to (ft) is in the affirmative, will they be pleased to 
state liov many of these posts are held by men who have risen from the 
clerical position V Was not this recommended by the Kenyon Committee 1 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) Not until the army is so increased as to justify the appointment. 

( d) Does not arise. But I may mention that the Kenyon Committee 
specifically recommended the appointment of men with qualifications not 
to be found in the clerical establishments. 

Appointment of Chief Clerks in Ordnance Factories. 

1142. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if the Kenyon Committee recommended the appointment of a Chief Clerk 
in each of the Ordnance Factories ? 

(Jj) Are Government aware that the recommendation of the appoint¬ 
ment of a Chief Clerk was meant for centralising the administrative work 
in the Ordnance Factories ? 

(c) If so, will they be pleased to state whether the recommendation has 
been acted upon ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Yes. 

(b) No. The Committee stated that they were unable to make any 
■ detailed recommendations, but they desired to attract a higher class o 

men who would work initially as Production Staff. 

(c) The Honourable Member is referred to the answers given to parts 
(c) and ( d ) to question No. 1139. 

Revised Scale of Pay for some Classes of the Sub'ordinate Establish¬ 
ment in Ordnance Factories. 

1143. *Mr. N. M. Joshi: ( a ) Will Government be pleased to .state 
if sanction was received for a revised scale of pay in 1920 for some classes 
of the subordinate establishment in Ordnance Factories ? 

(h) If so, will they be pleased to state if the revised scale is found 
satisfactory V 
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(c) If the reply to (6) is in the affirmative, will Government be pleased 
to state whether the increase granted to clerks is commensurate with the 
increase in the pay of other ranks ? 

(d) Will they be pleased to state if they propose to revise the scale in 
the near future ? 

Mr. G-. M. Young : ( a ) and (5). Yes. 

(c) There is no uniform standard of comparison. I understand that 
the average increase in clerical establishment was approximately the same 
as the average increase all round. 

(d) The Honourable Member is referred to my answer to part (d) 
of question No. 1140. 

Pension and Provident Fund for Section Clerks in Ordnance Factories. 

1144. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if the section clerks in the Ordnance Factories are entitled to pension and 
provident fund ? 

(b) Are Government aware that they are classed as permanent ? 

(c) If the reply to (a) is in the negative, will they be pleased to state, 
why they are not entitled to pension and provident fund as in other 
services 1 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) No. But if promoted to higher grade, they 
count their service as permanent section clerks for pension. 

(b) No. A minimum nucleus sufficient to keep the Factories in 
existence if there is no work are classed as permanent. The remainder 
are on the extra temporary establishment and are taken on as required by 
the state of work. 

(c) Clerks of various other departments in similar positions are not 
ho entitled, but Ordnance Factory clerks get the special concession referred 
to in the answer to part (a) of this question. 

Provision of Quarters for Clerks of Ordnance and Clothing Factories. 

1145. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if most of the permanent establishment of the Ordnance and Clothing 
Factories is provided with quarters by Government ? 

(7;) If so, an Government, aware that the clerks are not provided with 
quarters by Government ? 

(<>) If so will Government be pleased to state why such distinction 
is made 1 

(d) Will Government he pleased to state if they are thinking of pro¬ 
viding quarters or paying separate allowances, in view of the fact that 
the Ordnance and Clothing factories arc generally situated at a long dis¬ 
tance from cities ? 

Mr. G-. M. Young :(«) There is a shortage of quarters for all staff, 
and quarters are being built as funds permit. 

(6) Some clerks are provided with quarters. 

(c) Docs not arise. 
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(d) Quarters are being built as practicable. .Government-(takes into 
-account the travelling facilities existent within a reasonable distance of 
the factories. 

’ ’ ' 3 ' ' i kj ., 

Working Hours of Clerks in Ordnance Factories. 

1146. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will .Government- be pleased to ;state 
what, is the number of working hours for clerks in Ordnance factories ? 

(b) Have they at any time , ruled that the maximum . number, of 

hours should be six ? n 

(c) If so, will they be pleased; to state whether it is not a fact,that a 
certain number of clerks have to work from 7-30 a.m. to 4-15 p.m.' V If so, 
why ? 

■ ( d ) Do Government propose to inquire into the matter ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) The ordinary production working hours' of 
the factory. 

(b) The answer is in the negative, because a factory is not a sec¬ 
retariat office. ■ ( 

(c) Yes. These are the ordinary factory working hours. 

( d ) Does not arise. ' . 

Grant of Overtime to all the Clerical Establishment In Ordnance 

Factories. 

1147. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will Government be , pleased to state 

if overtime work is paid extra in Ordnance Factories ? . 

(6) If so, will they be pleased to state why it is allowed only to clerks 
in a particular branch ? ... 

(c) Will they be pleased to state if they are prepared to extend it to all 
the clerical establishment in the Ordnance Factories ? ' 

. Mr. G. M. Young : (a), (b) and (c). Overtime work is paid for as 
laid down in the Indian Factories Act, with certain extra concessions. j It 
is restricted to men actually employed on systematic overtime, ordered 
on account of a rush of production and Government do not propose to 
extend it beyond this restriction. The limit above which overtime pay is 
admissible in Ordnance Factories is only 44f hours a week. 

Counting of Temporary Service Towards Pension by Temporary 

Employees of the Public Works Department who are subsequently 

made Permanent. 

1148. *Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether in The P. W. Department a large number of people are employed 
only in a temporary capacity, sometimes for as long a period as 20 years 
continuously ? 

(b) Is it a fact that when the temporary men are made permanent, 
the period of temporary service is hot counted either for pension or for 
provident fund ? 
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(c) Are Government aware that this practice causes a great loss to 
'the employees of the Department ? 

(d) Are, Government aware that the practice gives rise to much 

discontent among the employed ¥ , , 

(e' ,Are Government prepared to consider the question of modifying 
the practice by giving some benefit of long temporary service to the em¬ 
ployees of the Department at the time of retirement ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : So far,as the temporary 
staff employed under Provincial Governments is concerned the subject 
matter of the questions is not primarily the concern of the Governor- 
General in Council; As regards the temporary stall’ paid from the central 
revenues the replies are as follows : 

. ( a ) The temporary staff employed is by no means large. 

1 (b) Yes, but exceptions are made in deserving cases. 

' (c), (d) and (e). The replies are in the negative. 

Report of Colonel Needham, I.M.S., on the Reorganisation of Medical 
Arrangements on the North-Western Railway. 

1149. ^Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : (a) Will the Honourable 
Member please state whether the Report submitted to the Government of 
India on the Railway Medical Service by Colonel Needham, I. M. S., has 
been approved and whether it has been submitted for the approval of the 
Secretary of State for India ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will Government please 
state : 

(а) when the service will commence to function, and 

(б) if the Government intend to place the Report before the Legis¬ 

lative Assembly for its opinion before it commences to 
operate ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Colonel Needham submitted a report not. on 
the Railway Medical Service but on the reorganisation of medical arrange-’ 
ments on the North-Western Railway. His recommendations have been 
accepted in the-main and proposals to give effeet to them will be placed 
before the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. Colonel Needham 
also gave certain advice in regard to the Railway Medical Service generally, 
but no decisions have yet been arrived at on this advice. 

Undesirable Advertisements in the Bengal Nagpur Railway Time 

Table. 

1150. ^Pandit Nilakantha Das : Referring to Bengal Nagpur 
Railway Time Table No. 110 from 1st April 1927 onwards and numbers 
before and after : 

(a) Ha'- the attention of the Railway Board been attracted to the 

undesirable advertisements specially on the first and fourth 
cover pages of the Time Table ¥ 

(b) Have they noticed the advertisement of the Tipsy John Haig 

with a whisky glass and the almost naked girl with Imperial 

C 2 



4656 legislative assembly. [19th Sept. 1927. 

Special Cigarette in Hand attracting the attention of the pas¬ 
sengers and tlie public by tlieir gay colours and appearance T 

(c) Are they prepared to take steps to put a r stop to such advertise¬ 
ments ? . 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : ( a ) and'(6). They have seen the advertise¬ 
ments. 

(c) They do not consider any action necessary. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : I hope they have got a copy of the adver¬ 
tisement and they will show it for the inspection of the Housje, 

, Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : If Members of the House like to see the adver¬ 
tisement, they can for 2 or 4 annas purchase a copy of the time table. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : I have got a copy. • Is this not the book 
(showing the advertisement) ? This is John Haig clad in bright dolours 
with a bottle of whisky and this is the gay girl with Imperial Special 
cigarettes in her hand. Will they like. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Did the Publicity Department draw the attention 
of Miss Mayo to this advertisement ? 

Pandit Nilakantha Das : May I know if this is the indication of the 
way in which our railway companies are making money ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I doubt myself if this advertisement has.added 
to the sales of the time table. 

Mr. B. Das : Will the Honourable Member consult the puritanic 
element of this House in future advertisements on railway time tables ? 

Expenditure incurred by the Self-Governing Dominions on Naval 

..Establishment. 

1151. *Mr. M. R. Jayakar : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the expenditure incurred by each of the self-governing Dominions under the 
Empire such as Canada, Australia and the Union of South Africa on naval 
establishment 1 

(&) Will Government be pleased to state the strength of the Navy 
of each Dominion and whether it is officered by the colonials or by British 
naval officers ?. 

(o) What facilities for naval education are provider] by the Colonies 
to their subjects ? What expenditure is incurred by each ? How many 
naval cadets are trained each year, at what cost and in what institutions T * 

( r 0 What control is exercised over this Colonial Navy by the Army 
Council of Great Britain or by the British Government ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The Government of India have no official informa¬ 
tion on these subjects, but I will endeavour to find out what, works of 
reference are likely" to contain such information, and communicate the 
result to my Honourable friend. 


Admission of Indians for Training in Royal Naval Establishments and 
Colonial Training Establishments. 

.nwT hk\ M. R. Jayakar : Are Indians freely admitted to naval and 
• centres such as Bristol, Plymouth, Devonport, etc., in England 1 
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Mr. G. M. Young : At present Indians are not admitted for training 
in Royal - Naval- Establishments. The Government of” India have' no 
information' in regard to Colonial Training Establishments; -On the in¬ 
auguration of the Royal Indian- Navy> Indians, who pass the necessary 
entrance examination, will be trained-,for that servicte for a period of about 
three years in Naval Training Establishments in England. 

Number of Indian and European Officers in the Royae Indian Marine. 

1153. e Mr. M. R. Jayakar : (a) "Will Government be pleased to Mate 
how many Indian officers and how many European officers are employed 
under - the Marine Department, in all ranks such as general supervision 
dock-yard marin'e, marine stores and coal 1 

(5) "What is the approximate expenditure incurred for the last 5' 
years on the Marine Service f 

Mr. G. M. Young : ( a ) The total number of commissioned and 
gazetted officers serving in the Royal Indian Marine is at present 121 
including 30 in civil employment ; all these are Europeans. 

(6) The net expenditure on the Royal Indian Marine incurred during 
each of the last five years is about 107 lakhs, 72 lakhs, 63 lakhs, 524 lakhs 
and 49 lakhs, respectively. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar • Have the Government ever considered 
the question of seeing that some Indians are included among these 
officers ? 

. Mr. G. M. Young : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : What is the result, Sir ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The result is the scheme of the Royal Indian 
Navy, by which 33-l|3 per cent, of the vacancies will be reserved for 
Indians. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : In view of the fact that all the offi¬ 
cers of the Royal Indian Marine to-day are Europeans, will the Govern¬ 
ment consider the advisability of taking in future as apprentices only 
Indian cadets at 3 per year, so that in a short time we might have a 
decent amount of Indianisation ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : Sir, T am afraid I do not understand the ques¬ 
tion. There is no such thing as apprentices in the Navy. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : May I repeat the question ? In view 
of the fact that all the officers of the Royal Indian Marine to-day are 
Europeans and further in view of the fact that it is the inteniiou of the 
Government to transform the Roynl'Indian Marine into the Royal Indian 
Navy, will the Government consider the advisability of recruiting only 
Indians as cadets in future or providing training for them, so that we 
might have Indianisation at a rapid pace, simultaneously maintaining 
tile Rritish character because the European officers have no Indian 
colleagues to-day T 

Mr. G. M. Young : Sir, I really think that- that question is long 
enough for me to ask to see it on paper. 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar : Are there any political reasons for keeping 
this branch of the public service entirely in the hands of Europeans ? 
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Mr. G. M. Young : The Department is not being kept entirely in the 
hands of Europeans. There was never any actual bar to the appoint¬ 
ment of Indians, but so. far, as I know none, have ever applied. 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar : Is there any particular reason for not having 
Indians in this Department ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I have explained that there is no such reason. 
A third of the vacancies are being reserved for Indians in future. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : Have Government found out. why 
Indians never apply ? 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Will the Honourable Member be good 
enough to tell us what the qualifications are ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I could not state all the qualifications in the com¬ 
pass of an answer to a supplemental^ question, but if" my Honourable 
friend will give me notice, I can supply him with the information. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May I ask what facilities have been • 
offered to Indians for entering into this branch of the public service 1 

Mr. G. M. Young : Does my Honourable friend refer to tbe new 
Navy or tbe Royal Indian Marine ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : The Royal Indian Marine. 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar : Do Government ever advertise for any. of .these. 
places" ' 

Mr. G. M. Young : No, Sir. I do not think Government have ever 
advertised for Indians for the Royal Indian.Marine. .. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : Have the Government shown any desire to-find 
out why Indians have not applied for the Royal Indian Marine ? / 

Mr. G. M. Young : I do not know, Sir. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Will the Government he pleased to take steps 
to see that some Indians get appointed to the Royal Indian Marine ? ■ • 

Mr. G. M. Young : As I have already explained several times Gov-, 
ernment have taken steps in this direction. ' 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar : My Honourable friend Just now spoke of 
qualifications. Is the presence of a large amount of pigment in the skin 
a disqualification ? 


Cessation of the Annual Contribution to the British Government on 
the Starting of the Indian Navy. 


1154. *Mr. M. It. Jayakar : Will Government state if in the event 
of an Indian Navy being started the annual contribution of 10 lakhs to 
the British Government will cease to be paid ? 


Mr. G. M. Young : The answer is in the negative. The Government 
ot India agree with the opinion expressed by the Departmental Com¬ 
mittee on flic Re-organization of tbe Royal Indian Marine, that it would 
Tmnr« < vi intUr ? - to this question until, at tlie earliest., tbe new 

service 1 a p- £ s 311 n P° sit i°n to perform an appreciable portion of those 

wsS ftt S , are , rendcr ? d to India by His Majestv’s Naw, and, in 
pect of which the contribution is paid " 
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Enquiry into the Locomotive Industry. 

1165. *Mr. B. Das : (a) Referring to the answer given by Sir Charles 
Innes to question No. 406, dated 18th September 1924, will Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to stale whether any official was deputed to the United 
Kingdom ? 

(5) Has he submitted a report to Government ? 

(c) Did Government place this report before the Standing Finance 
Committee 1 If not, why not 1 

' ( d ) Was this report asked for by the Peninsular Locomotive Co., 

Ltd. ? 

(e) Was this report asked for by the Tariff Board ? 

(/) AYill Government be pleased to place that report on the table ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) An officer on leave was deputed to pre¬ 
pare a report for the consideration of the Railway Board. 

(5) Yes. 

(c) No concrete proposals, which could be placed before the Stand¬ 
ing Finance Committee, were found in the report. 

( d ) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) No. It is a purely departmental document and I may add that 
the Railway Board did not accept the conclusions arrived at in it as 
accurate. 


Construction of Railway Wagons and Underframes. 

1166. *Mr. B. Das : Will Government be pleased to state what orders 
have been placed with each of the following firms for construction and 
delivex’y during 1927-28 indicating the value as well as quantity : 

Messrs. Jessop and Company, Limited ; 

Messrs. Burn and Company, Limited ; and 

Messrs. The Indian Standard Wagon Company, Limited ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : It is presumed that the Honourable Member 
is referring to construction of railway wagons and underframes, the 
figures for which are as follows : 



No. 

Approximate 



amount of 



contracts. 

Jessop and Coy. 

393 

30 lakhs. 

Burn and Coy. , 

510 

39* lakhs. 

Indian Standard Wagon Company 

1,268 

34 lakhs. 


Mr. M. S. Aney : Will the Honourable Member kindly say what was 
the date fixed in the agreement for the delivery of these wagons by each 
of these companies ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Honourable Member. I am afraid, must 
put down the question. There are about 20 or 30 contracts for.the con¬ 
struction of these wagons, etc., and he will hardly expect me to remem¬ 
ber all the dates. 
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Mr. M. S. Aney : Will .the .Honourable Member supply this informa¬ 
tion some time later ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I must ask the Honourable Member to put 
down a question. ' ' • 

Manufacture of Locomotives in the Bombay, Baroda and Central’ 
India Railway Workshop,at Ajmer. 

1157. *Mr. B. Das : ( a ) Will Government be pleased to state the 
cost of each of the seventeen locomotives for the metre gauge, which were 
shown as having been built at Ajmer in the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Railway workshop, in the statement given in answer to starred 
question No. 669 ? 

(&) For how many years has Ajmer been manufacturing locomo¬ 
tives 1 

(c) Is the work of manufacturing locomotives proceeding at Ajmer 
still 7 

(d) If so, what was the objection" to locomotive manufacture being 
started in India 7 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The information is being obtained and will, 
be furnished to the Honourable Member oh receipt. 

Purchase of Locomotives in the Years 1920-21 to 1927-28. 

1158. *Mr. B. Das : Will Government be pleased to give a statement 
corresponding to the statement given in reply to starred question flo. 669 
for locomotives obtained during the years 1920-21, 1921-22, 1922-23,1923-24, 
1924-25, 1926-27 and 1927-28, and state how many locomotives are on 
order for the current year on renewals account ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The information is. being obtained and will 
be furnished to the Honourable Member on receipt. 

Timely Warnings given by the Meteorological Department Regarding 
the Heavy Rainfall in Gujarat and Orissa in July last. 

1159. *Mr. B. Das : Will Government be pleased to state if the 
Meteorological Department did foreshadow the heavy rainfall in 
Gujarat and Orissa and if timely warnings were given in each ease be¬ 
fore the occurrence of floods in July last 7 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Timely warnings were 
given by the Meteorological Department in both cases and these warn¬ 
ings were much appreciated by the local officials. 

Mr. B. Das : May I inquire. Sir, if these warnings were given only 
to Government officials or were they also supplied to the public 7 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Thej- were furnished 
by the Meteorological Department to Government officials. It was the 
duty of the latter to publish them if they considered that such publica¬ 
tion was of any use. 

. Mr. El. C. Neogy : Have the Government information ns to whether 

these cases the warnings were communicated to the people at large by 
the officials concerned 7 
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The. Honour able Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I have no information 
on that point. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Does the Honourable Member’s department con¬ 
sider itself concerned about this matter—as to whether the warnings 
reach the people at large at all ? Or is it only a matter for the local offi¬ 
cials to decide 1 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : So far as the Meteoro¬ 
logical Department is concerned, the communications have to be address¬ 
ed to the local officials. It is the function of the latter to publish the 
information, if they consider that such publication is likely to he of any 
use. 

Mr. B. Das : Is it not a fact that in England the Meteorological De¬ 
partment not only gives such warnings to the people and the Govern¬ 
ment but that their officials also visit the countryside where floods and 
heavy rains occur ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I have no information 
on that point. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : In view of the fact that the Honourable Member’s 
Department (the Meteorological Department) has failed to serve the 
purpose for which it is maintained and therefore it is a burden on the 
public revenue, does the Honourable Member propose to exercise his 
ability much more than he is doing so that the very object for which 
this Department is maintained may not be frustrated ? 

Delay in the Receipt by Members of the Central Legislature of the 
Skeen Committee’s Report from the Central Publication Branch in 

Calcutta. 

1160. *Mr. H. G. Cocke : (u) Are Government aware that Members 
of the Central Legislature are unable to obtain copies of the Skeen 
Report from the Central Publication Branch of the Government of India 
in Calcutta except after considerable delay 1 

(6) Who is in charge of the Publication Branch 1 What are his 
qualifications ? How many assistants has he ? 

(o) Is the Honourable Member-in-charge prepared to consider the 
desirability of making enquiries into the management or mismanagement 
of this office ? 

(d) Are Government once more prepared to consider the desirability 
of opening a branch of the Central Publication Branch at Delhi and Simla 
during the Sessions of the Legislature T 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : («) No. Government 
are informed that only two indents were received directly from indivi¬ 
dual Members of the Central Legislature and that these wore complied 
with on the dates of receipt. If the Honourable Member null give any 
specific instance of delay, the matter will be investigated. 

(&) Mr. .J. II. Colder the permanent incumbent of the post is on 
leave and Mr. B. T T . X. Maznmdar, Assistant Manager, who has had 
experience of the work of the Branch from its inception, is at present in 
charge. As regards Mr. Goldcr’s qualifications the attention of the 
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Honourable Member is invited to the reply given by me on 15tli Febr 
ruary 1927 to question No. 415 by Diwan Chaman Lall. The ministerial 
staff of the Central Publication Branch consists of one Assistant Manager, 
eight assistants and fifty-five clerks. 

(e) This has already been done. Government increased substan¬ 
tially the strength .of the Branch hi October last and other steps have 
been taken to improve its efficiencjn ' ■ 

( d) The question is under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy : Is it a fact that quite a number of Honour¬ 
able Members of the Legislative Assembly are not put on the free list of 
the Central Publication Branch because I received a reply from the 
Director of the Central Publication Branch that my name was not on the 
free list of the Branch ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I haA'e no informa¬ 
tion on that point. If the Honourable Member will kindly put do\vn 
the question on paper, the Secretary of the Legislative Department will 
answer it. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : Is the Honourable Member aware 
that the state of the accounts books in the Central Publication Branch 
is chaotic ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I liaA r e no informa¬ 
tion on that point. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : Will the Honourable Member make 
inquiries ? I think the auditor of the accounts has drawn the atten¬ 
tion of the Honourable Member to.it. 

Mr. H. G. Cocke : Is the Honourable Member aware that orders 
that were placed with the said Book' Depot, of. Calcutta through Messrs. 
Thacker, Spink and Co., were not executed at all'in one case and m 
another case they took three to four Aveeks to be executed ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra' Nath Mitra : I am not aware of 
that, Sir. As T have already stated, if. the Honourable Member will 
kindly bring to the notice of in'' department these specific cases instead 
of making general statements, I shall be quite glad to help him 
in securing a settlement of these matters. 

Application- itiom Maulvi Muhammad Shafee, MX. A., to keep a Retainer 

fob his Gun. 

1161. 'Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that Maulvi Muham- 
med Shafee, M.L.A., applied to the District Magistrate, Muzaftarpur, tor 
being allowed to keep a retainer for his gun in January last and tha 
the said District Magistrate referred the matter to the Local Govern¬ 
ment concerned * 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to state the decision arrived 
at bv the Local Government of Bihar and Orissa and the reasons for the 
same i 

(c) Is it a fact that in the Patna District some College Professors 
and others, of the same status haA r e been allowed to keep retainers for 
their puns without, the least objection on the part of the Bihar and Orissa 
Government ? 
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( d ) Do Government propose to consider the question of issuing a 
notification which may make explicit provision that the Members of the 
Indian Legislature are entitled to keep retainers for their arms 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a), (&) and (c). The Government 
of India have no information on the subject. 

( d) Government do not propose to extend the exemption to cover 
retainers, but they will consider whether the present rules cause any 
avoidable inconvenience. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Are Government aware that the District 
Magistrate, Muzaffarpur. subsequently informed Maulvi Muhammad 
Shafee that he was not entitled to have any retainer’s licence ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I am not in possession of that in¬ 
formation, but, as I said in reply to the Honourable Member himself, 
Government propose tp make inquiries in the matter. 


QUESTIONS NOT PUT AT THE MEETING, WITH ANSWERS TO 

THE SAME. 

Transfers and Promotions of Assistants and Clerks between the 

Attached Offices and the Government of India Secretariat. 

1077. *Sir Hari Singh Gour : (a) Is it a fact that assistants and 
clerks holding permanent appointments in the Attached Offices are 
employed on the selection of the Public Service Commission and that their 
qualifications are the same as those employed in the Imperial Secre¬ 
tariat ? 

(b) If so, are there inter-transfers and promotion of employees 
between the two classes of offices ? 

(c) If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) The assistants and clerks in 
question are recruited on the results of an examination held by the 
Public Service Commission. The qualifications required are, and since 
1922 have been, tlie same as those of assistants and clerks employed 
in the Imperial Secretariat. 

(&) Transfers and promotions between the Attached Offices and the 
Secretariat are permitted. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Scales of Pay in the Attached Offices. 

1078. ~Sir Hari Singh Gour : Is it n fact that the scale of pay in the 
Attached Offices is lower than that of the Imperial Secretariat, though 
the employees are required to possess identical qualifications and are 
selected by the same authority, viz., the Public Service Commission ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Yes. 

Promotion of Qualified Assistants and Clerks in the Government of 

India Secretariat and Attached'Offices who have not passed the 

Requisite Examination. 

1079- *Sir Hari Singh Gour : (a) Is it a fact that before the institu¬ 
tion of examinations for recruitment to the Secretariat or Attached 
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Offices a.number of assistants and clerks.were employed and their names 
are borne on the permanent lists, but in regard to promotion tbeir, 
claims are overlooked on .the ground that they have not passed the re,-, 
quisite examination ? . 

(b) Is it a fact that some of these permanent employees are not'now 
eligible for passing the examination on account of age or University 
qualifications ? 

(c) Is it a fact that departmental rules absolutely prohibit the pro¬ 

motion of such clerks from the lower to the upper division, even though 
they may be otherwise efficient and frilly experienced and capable of' 
discharging the duties of assistants ? • 

( d) Do the Government propose to see that these old servants are. 
not prejudiced by the mere failure to pass the examination if their qnali-,. 
fications otherwise are considered sufficient for promotion ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Public Service Commission do not treat 

such unpassed permanent hands on the same footing as passed ones for 
purposes of promotion and that - the Heads of Departments under the 
present rules treat them likewise, the result being that they are being super-, 
seded by new entrants ? . 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (n) The reply to the first part is 
in the affirmative. All persons employed in departments at the time 
of the institution of examinations'by the late Staff Selection Board were 
given an opportunity of qualifying themselves by examination, and pro- : 
motion to a higher division ordinarily depended on success at the 
examination. In certain cases for very special reasons exemption from 
appearance at the examination has been granted. 

(6) The facts are probablj' as stated. 

(c) It is a general rule that clerks are not promoted from the lower- 
to the upper division without passing the qualifying examination. As I 
have stated in answer to (a) above in certain cases for very special 
reasons exemption from appearance at the examination has been granted. 

(cl) 1 am not at- present in a position to make any statement in the 
matter, but the point will be considered. ‘ 

(t) Yes. 

Discharge op Labourers from the IVorkshop of the South Indian 

Railway at Trichtnopoly. 

1083. *Mr. M. S. Sesha Iyengar : (a) "Will the Government be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that nearly. 400 laboui-ers were sent out from tha 
Engineering Workshop of the South Indian Railway at Trichinopoly on the 
16tli and 17th August this year ? 

(b) If so, what are the reasons ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (b). 293 temporary hands who ap¬ 
plied for work .on the dates were turned away as there was no work 
for them. 
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^Exemption of Postal Employees with 20' Years’ Service from the Exami¬ 
nation for Promotion to Selection Grade Appointments. 


1084. *Mr. M. S. Sesha Iyengar : Will the Government be pleased to 
state if they propose to exempt officials, with 20 years’ service and over from 
Ihe examination, newly deyised for promotion to selection grade appoint¬ 
ments, under Director-General’s (of Posts and Telegraphs) G. O. No. 5, 
•dated 19th July 1927 1 


The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : No, Sir. 


Exclusion - of Europeans from the Non-Muhammadan Electorates for 
the Council of State in Bengal. 

1091. ^Colonel J. D. Crawford : ( a ) Are Government aware that 
Europeans in Bengal having the necessary qualifications are excluded from 
non-Muhammadan electorates for the Council of State whereas they are 
included in all other provinces ? 

( b ) Will Government please state the reasons, if any, for this differ¬ 
entiation ? 

(c) Will Government consider the desirability of amending the electoral 
rules to remove this racial disci’imination ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. CrerarGovernment are aware of the facts 
brought to notice and they will be taken into consideration when the 
electoral rules are next revised. 


Terms of Employment of Mr. Mackay in the Archaeological 

Department. 

1092. *Kumar Ganganand Sinha : With reference to the reply given 
to starred question No. 762, on Thursday, the 1st September, will Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state : 

(a) Whether Mr. Mackay has been engaged on a short term con¬ 
tract ? 

(Z>) If so, what are the terms of the contract ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether Mr. Mackay will 

take precedence in the seniority list according to his pay ? 
If so, why ? 

(d) If Mr. Mackay is engaged on a pennanent footing, will Govern¬ 

ment be pleased to state bow the seniority rights of those 
engaged before him will be safeguarded ? 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : (a) Mr. Mackay has been engaged for a period 
of two years in the first instance. 

(b) A copy of the Agreement with him is placed in the library. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Duty on Steel Bars of J” Thickness. 

1100. *Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether steel bars thick are rolled by the Tata Iron and 
Steel Company, Limited, at their Jamshedpur works ? 
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(b ) If not, are they liable to,the protective.duty of ,Rs. 37,per ton 

when imported from non-Rritisli sources ! ; ’. 

(c) What was tHe rate of duty on these bars after the Steel Industry 

Protection Act of 1924 ? - ■ • 'i-'. ■ : * v-'.. ..I-.- 


(cl) ‘What is the duty oh .them according to tSe Act Of 1927 f * - “ - 

( e ) .If the duty of 1927 is higher than 1 that in. 1924 will - Government 
slate the reason for the higher duty ? ; *•. C! f-k' ’v.;,-:! 


(/) Have Government received -any representation -from',the iron 
merchants against the increase ? 


( (j ) If so, have Government referred the matter‘to‘the Tariff Board 
for opinion, and if so, with what result If not,-are Government pre¬ 
pared to do so now ? If not.,, why not? ... v ; 

"The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) As far as the Government 
of India are aware steel bars .-^th inch thick are not rolled by the Tata 
Iron and Steel Company. • •• , 

(&) Non-British bars of this thickness are liable to the protective 
duty of Rs. 37 per ton provided they are not under one inch wide. 

(c) If of common merchant quality or designed for the reinforcing 

of concrete steel bars of all sizes were liable to duty at Rs. 40 per ton ; 
if of other qualities at 10 per cent, ad- valorem. ; 

( d ) The current rates of duty on steel bars will be found in Nos. 62 

and 152 of the Statutory Tariff Schedule as amended by the Steel Industry 
(Protection) Act, 1927. ,■ 

(e) As my replies to parts (6) and (c) show, the protective duty on 

steel bars of £th inch thickness, where leviable, is.less,in 1927 .than R.-vyas 
in 1924'. , ■ . ’ . . . .. , r 

(/) The Government of India have received a ■ representation from 
certain iron merchants' on this subject. < ... a 

(g ) The Government of India have not .referred the matter to the 
Tariff Board, nor do they propose to' do so. I would invite the Honourable 
Member’s attention to paragraph 112 of their last Steel Report, m which 
they say that one of the principles by which they were guided m making 
their recommendations was that the scheme of protection should include 
those forms of iron or steel which, though not manufactured in India, 
might be used in substitution for protected classes of steel unless the duty 
was sufficiently high to make the substitution unremunerative. 


Recruitment oe Cheaper Clerical Stafp in the Postal Department. 

HOI. -Mr. B. P. Naidu : Will the Government please state whether 
the cheaper clerical staff they intend to employ in Post Office work, 
would be recruited from efficient postmen only ? If so, do they propose 
to issue strict and explicit instructions in the matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The matter is .still 
under consideration and suitable orders on the subject will be issued as 
soon as a decision is reached. 
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.Postal Accountant’s Examination. 

1102. *Mr. B. P. Naidu : Is it a fact.that the Postal Accountants’ 

examination, though.a public one, has not been thrown open during the 
’last two' years'to all‘servants of tlie Department,-but only to the nominees 
of the Divisional Superintendents ? Why ? Are the Government pre- 
•pared to ,change this rule ? . , 

' ‘ 1 ’ The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The examination is 
open'to all servants of the department with not less than 3 years’ service. 
Permission to appear is given as a matter of course, unless the Super¬ 
intendent .or first class Postmaster has any objection, in which case a 
reference to the Head of the Circle is necessary. Government have no 
information that this procedure is not followed and is not prepared to 
cancel the rule. 

Examination for Inspectors of Post Offices. 

1103. *Mr. B. P. Naidu : Is it a fact that the Departmental Exami¬ 
nation held for the selection of officials for the posts of Inspectors and 
Postmasters is not thrown open to all officials without any restriction f 
Are the Government prepared to remedy this grievance ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : No examination is held 
for the selection of postmasters. The examination for Inspectors is not 
open to all officials without restriction. Government do not admit that 
there is a grievance. 

Evening Turn Classes in the Commerce Department. 

1120. *Mr. Rati Ahmad Kidwai : (a) Is it a fact that in the Commerce 
Department of the Government of India an “ evening turn class ” is 
maintained and that consequently the assistants and clerics have to 
wait in office till very late in the evening and cannot leave office till all 
the officers of the Department have left ? 

(l>) Is it also a fact that in no other Department of the Govern¬ 
ment of India is such a turn class maintained ? If so, will Government 
please state why it is not possible to do without a “ turn class ” in that 
Department ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) The Commerce Department 
Manual of Office Procedure requires that one responsible clerk should 
remain in charge of each branch until all the officers have left office. If, 
however, any officer'sits very late, the men on turn may ask him afler 
6-30 p.m., if they are likely to be i-equired and may leave office with his 
permission. The practical effect of this rule is that a clerk may he 
required, at times of pressure, as when the Legislature is sitting, to 
remain until 6-30 p.m. on not more than one evening in the week. 

(b) It is understood that other Departments have no regular rule 
on the subject, but that in practice clerks do remain in office to attend 
to requisitions from officers who are working late. The Honourable 
Member will doubtless realise that nn officer who is detained in office to 
dispose of urgent work might he in considerable difficulty if tlie office 
were altogether closed, and papers to which lie wished to refer were 
inaccessible. 
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SHORT NOTICE' QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

Riots at Nagpur. . - • ,J 

Mr. Abdul Qadir Siddiqi : Will the Government be pleased to 
state : 

(а) Is it a fact that in the recent Nagpur riots hundreds of Mussal- 

mans had to run away from their houses to save their lives 
leaving their belongings behind and are lying in places of 
security ? 

(б) What is the number of such refugees ? 

(c) What arrangements if any have been made to supply them with 

food and clothing ? 

( d ) What action if any have the Government taken to settle the 

refugees in their houses and safeguard their life and pro¬ 
perty ? 

(e) Has the investigation been started, and will the Government 

state who is actually conducting the investigation ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) and ( b ). The total number of 
houses evacuated by Muhammadans during the recent riots at Nagpur 
was approximately 640. Some of these persons took refuge in the Gond 
Raja’s fort and in the Muhammadan quarters while some left Nagpur. 

(c) A shop was opened in the Gond Raja’s fort to sell food to 
refugees. In the northern part of the town no such shop was necessary, 
but the Tahsildar of Nagpur was deputed to enquire in Momihpura and 
arrange for the supply of food to persons who had difficulty in obtaining 
it. Very little assistance was found necessary. 

( d ) Refugees are steadily returning of their own accord. Military 
and police pickets were posted and confidence was restored. Police 
pickets are still posted at places Avhere they are considered necessary. 

( e) Investigation is being undertaken under the direction of the 
Deputy Inspector General of Police into cases in which useful results 
are anticipated. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Are Government awmre that people were not allowed 
v to go out of their houses and that on account 

i ooN-. Q f ^- s difficulty they could not purchase their 

provisions and they were thus compelled to starve in their houses 1 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : Will the Government please 
state if any Muslims were assaulted or injured while under the protec¬ 
tion of the police ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I am afraid that I cannot add lo the 
information contained in my replj* and in the communique which has 
been issued by the Local Government and which contains full details. 

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan : Is the Government aware that Mr. 
Natique, who was a Member of the Assembly during the last Session, 
was confined to his house for 48 hours and that the police could not 
rescue him till then ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I have no information on that 
noint 
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Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan : Will the Government please make 
enquiries ? 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdnl Qaiyum : Is there any truth in the 
statements published that just before the riots, the Government were 
warned of the impending l-iots and that there was an idea in the minds 
ol' the non-Muslim population in Nagpur that they would not be fired on 
even if the riots took place 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I am not aware that there was any 
reason to apprehend a disturbance of this character which arose on what 
appeared to be an entirely insignificant incident. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : Were any preparations made 
by the Hindus and, if so, whether they had come to the knowledge of 
the Government ? What steps did the Government take when these 
matters were brought to their notice ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Perhaps the Honourable Member 
did not hear the reply I gave. I said that Government had no original 
reason to apprehend so serious a disturbance which arose out of what 
was apparently an insignificant incident. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : Do I understand, Sir, that 
the Government were not approached by the Muslims and warned of the 
impending riots or of the possibility of serious riots breaking out ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I must point out that while I was 
prepared to give all such general information as is in my power, the 
matter is really one which is primarily the concern of the Local Govern¬ 
ment. I have no information on the particular point raised by" my 
Honourable friend. 

Mr. B. Das : Will the Honourable Member say whether he is satisfied 
that a peaceful atmosphere has been restored ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Yes ; I am satisfied that the report 
of the Local Government in that matter is correct. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : What steps did the Government fake with regard 
to the inability of the Mussulmans to have egress out of or ingress in¬ 
to their houses ? Are the Government aware that on account of this 
difficulty' many- of the Mussulmans had to starve in their houses for want 
of food ? What steps did the Government take in this matter ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The answer to the Honourable 
Member’s question will. I think, be found in the original answer I 
have given. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Are the Government aware that detailed accounts 
of the riots at Nagpur have appeared in the newspnjiers ? The newspaper 
cuttings must have been submitted to the Department, of the Honourable 
Member. What steps lias he taken in the matter ? (Laughter.) 


HNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Constituencies of the Legislative Assembly, etc. 

129. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra : Will the Honourable the Home 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing : 

(i) the names of constituencies of the Legislative Assembly ; 
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(it) the number of voters on the Electoral Roll of each constitu¬ 
ency ; 

(in) the number of votes polled at the last election in each 
constituency ; 

(iv) the number of candidates at the last election in each constitu¬ 

ency ; 

( v) the election expenses incurred by the successful candidate ; 

and 

( vi ) the average amount spent as election expenses in each 

constituency at the last election ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : ( i) to {iv). The Honourable Member 
is referred to the report on the results of the 1926 elections a copy of 
which is in the Library. 

(v) In pursuance of rule 19 (b ) of the Electoral Rules records are 
prepared and maintained in the Legislative Department showing the 
names, constituencies and election expenses of all candidates at every 
election. The records are open to public inspection and any Member 
may see them at any time during office hours. 

(m) I must leave the Honourable Member with the assistance of 
these records to work out the average referred to in this part of the 
question. 


Vacant Military Buildings at Satara. 

130. Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Rakimtulla : (a) Is it a fact that the 
military buildings at Satara are lying vacant ? 

( b ) "What was the cost to Government in removing the Small Arms 
School from Satara in the Deccan and accommodating it at Pachmarhi, 
Central Provinces, in the year 1925-26 and 1926-27 ? 

(c) Is it likely in any near future date for the military buildings 
lying vacant at Satara being utilized for any military purpose ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Yes. 

( h ) The amount so far spent in providing accommodation at Pach¬ 
marhi as a result, of the amalgamation of the two schools is about 21 lakhs. 
I have not the figures of the actual cost of the move from Satara to 
Pachmarhi, but the measure as a whole results in a saving of about 1 
lakh a year. 

~ (c) A proposal for utilizing the buildings is under consideration. 

Pay of Graduates and Under Graduates in the Post Office. 

131. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that graduates and under graduates recruited in the 
Post Office after the introduction of the time-scale of pay were entitled 
to the 5th and the 3rd stages of the scale of pay respectively ? 

(b) Are they still entitled to the same benefit after the introduction 
of the recenl revision of pay 1 If so, what starting pay is granted to those 
who entered the service after the 1st March 1927 ? 
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Mr. H. A. Sams : (a) and (6). Graduates and undergraduates re¬ 
cruited for clerical service in tlie Post Office after the introduction of the 
time-scales of pay are entitled to draw as initial pay that of the 5th 
and 3rd stages, respectively, of the time-scales in force at the time of 
their recruitment. This rule is still in force. 

Pay of Graduates and Under Graduates in the Post Office. 

132. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Ts it a fact that graduates and under¬ 
graduates with two years’ service at their credit are drawing less pay than 
those recruited after the 1st March 1927 ? If so, will the Government 
be pleased to state why these officials should be deprived of even the mini¬ 
mum pay fixed for them ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The Honourable Mem¬ 
ber is referred to the answer given to unstarred question No. 100 asked 
by Mr. V. V. Jogiah in the Assembly on the 6th September 1027. 

Pay of Graduates and Under Graduates in the Post Office. 

133. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Is it a fact that graduates and under¬ 
graduates with three and four years’ service at. their credit are drawing 
equal pay with the new entrants ? If so, will the Government be pleased 
to state whether their long experience in the departmental rules and work 
will be taken into consideration in fixing their pay ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The matter is under 
the consideration of the Government of India. The Honourable Member 
is refered in this connection to the reply given to unstarred question 
No. 100 asked by Mr. V. V. Jogiah in the Assemblv on the 6th September 
1927. 

Resolution No. 90 passed at the 7th Session of the At.t. India Postal 
and R. M. S. Conference held at Nagpur. 

134. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Has the attention of tlie Government 
been drawn to Resolution No. 90 passed at the 7th session of the All India 
Postal and R. M. S. Conference held at Nagpur on the lltli, 12th, 13th 
June 1927 ? If so, will the Government be pleased to state whether they 
propose to take any action as suggested in tlie Resolution ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Yes. The matter is 
under the consideration of the Government of India. 

Appointment to the First Division of the Government ok India Secre¬ 
tariat of Candidates Successful at the 1920 and 1922 Examinations. 

135. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : («) Is it a fact that a number of depart¬ 
mental candidates as well as outsiders who passed the prescribed test of 
the late Staff Selection Board in 1920 and 1922 for appointments to the 
first division in the Government of India Secretariat still remain unpro¬ 
vided for with appointments in that division " 

(h) Is it also a fact that while these men remain unprovided, others 
who qualified for the first division appointments at later examinations have 
been appointed in that division f If so, will Government please state the 
reasons for doing so I 
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(c) Are Government aivare that this has caused great discontent 
amongst the men of category (a) above ? How many of such men are 
awaiting confirmation in the first division and how many of such out¬ 
siders have since accepted lower division appointments for paucity of 
vacancies in the first division ? 

(cZ) Are Government considering the question of absorbing these men 
by inter-departmental transfer or by any other suitable method ? If not 
why not ? . ’ 


(a) Do Government propose to hold further examinations for recruit¬ 
ment to the first division pending the absorption of these ? If so, why ? 

, (/) What is the generally accepted principle for determining relative 
seniority for confirmation in the first division other things being equal ? 
Is the length of service as well as War service taken into account in deter¬ 
mining relative seniority ? If not, why not ? 

(p) Is the principle of determining relative seniority uniform in all 
Departments of the Government of India ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : ( a■) to (d) . I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the replies given on 1st March last to Mr. Gaya 
Prasad Singh’s questions Nos. 678 and. 679. As then explained the 
detailed information asked for in regard to 'departmental candidates 
is not readily available. Such candidates can ordinarily look to promo¬ 
tion only in their own departments, though there is 'nbthiiig to prohibit 
inter-departmental transfers, 'provided the Department in which 'a fnan 
is employed permits him to seek an appointment in another Department. 
Vacancies are very often of short duration and it is not always phssible 
lor a Department to spare the services of a man for short term vacancies. 
A.s regards outside candidates, of those who passed for the upper division 
of the Secretariat in 1920 and for the upper division of Attached Offices 
m 1922 and whose names are at present on the list of waiting candidates 
maintained by the Public Service Commission, only one man remains to 
be provided for in the upper division of the Secretariat and 4 men in 
Ihe upper division of Attached Offices. In addition there are 8 men 
ivho are temporarily employed in the grades for which they passed. Of 
those outside candidates who passed the upper division test in 1920, 12 
candidates have accepted ‘permanent lower division vacancies. The 
names of these men have been removed from the Commission’s list. 
Certain candidates, who qualified for the upper division at the exami¬ 
nation held by the Public Service Commission in November 1926, have 
been nominated for temporary vacancies of short duration, for which it 
was not possible to consider candidates who passed in 1920 and 1922 
owing to their unwillingness to accept such vacancies. 

(c) There is no proposal at present to hold a further examination 
for recruitment to the first division. 

(/) and (p). I am not sure that I quite understand the Honourable 
Member’s question. Confirmation in' the first division must depend on 
whether a man has passed the necessary examination or not, and on 
such factors as merit and capacity, position on Ihe establishment list, 
age. and_ length of service, including war service, if any. Much must 
necessarily rest in matters of this sort on the discretion of the Depart- 
concerncd, and absolute uniformity cannot be expected. 
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Removal op the Arsenal and Fort on the Slopes of the Shwedaqon 

Pagoda at Rangoon. 

136. U. Khin Maung : Will tlie Government be pleased to state on 
what date the removal of the arsenal and fort on the slopes of the 
Shwedagon Pagoda at Rangoon will be effected ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am inquiring from the local military authorities 
and will let the Honourable Member know as soon as possible. 

As I stated in my answer to question No. 1128 on the 23rd March 
"1927, it is hoped to make the move befdre the end of 1927. 

' Grievances of Employees of the Government of India Presses. 

137. Mr. N. M. Josh! : (a) .Will Government be pleased to state 
if they have -received a copy of the proceedings and resolutions of the All- 
India Press Employees Conference, which was held in Calcutta in August 
13th and 14th, 1927 ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state what action, if any,. 
Government intend to take on these resolutions 1 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (a) Yes. 

(b) None. It is open to any employee in a Government of India 
Press to put forward a memorial in respect of any grievance and, as a 
mutter of fact, memorials are constantly received and considered. It is 
also open to press employees to secure recognition for any trade union 
which conforms to the rules governing trade unions of Government 
servants, and to bring grievances to the notice of the proper authority 
by means of such trade unions. The Government of India are not 
prepared to accord consideration to grievances put forward by press 
workers through other channels. 

Memorial from the Employees of the Government or India Press, 

Calcutta. 


138. Mr. N. M. Joshi : (or) Is it a fact Hint the employees in the 
Government of India Press. Calcutta, submitted in December 1926 a 
memorial to the Honourable Sir P>. N. Mitra. Member in charge of the 
Department of Industries and Labour : 

(l) If the replv to (o' L in the affirmative, will Government he ploa-vd 
to state what steps,’if any. have been taken regarding this memorial ? 

(c) If nothing has been done as yet, will Government kindly state 
when they mean to do so 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : («) Yes. 

(/>) and (<•)- The memorial has necessitated a detailed examination 
of the various points raised and -is receiving the careful consideration 
of Government. As the memorialists were informed at the tune, it is 
unlikely that any action can he taken before the commencement of the 
financial year 1928-29. 
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PUR0HA8E AND SALE OF MACHINES BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESSES 

in Calcutta, Delhi and Simla. 

139. Mr. N. M. Josbi : (a) Will Government be pleased to lay on 

tbe table a statement of the number of machines bought by the Govern¬ 
ment of India Presses at Calcutta, Delhi and Simla from 1909 to 1926, 
year by year ? v 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the amount, if any, realised 
as discount on the purchase of each machine ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing for the years from 1909 to 1926, year by year : 

• ( i) the number of machines and presses sold by the Government 
of India Presses at Calcutta, Delhi and Simla ; and 

(ti) the amount for which each was sold, together with the original 
price for which each was bought, as well as the' date of pur¬ 
chase and sale of each ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : The collection of parti¬ 
culars of the purchase and sale of every machine in each of three presses 
for each of eighteen years would involve a very large amount of labour, 
even if the necessary records are available and the Government do not 
feel justified in undertaking this enquiry. Particulars for the last two 
oi- three years could probably be furnished without an undue amount of 
labour and difficulty, and if these will serve the Honourable Member’s 
purpose I shall endeavour to have them supplied to him. 

Sale op Waste Paper by the Government of India Presses in Calcutta, 
. Delhi and Simla. 

140. Mr. N. M. Joshi : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether the Government of India Presses at Calcutta, Delhi and Simla 
call for tenders with regard to the sale of old papers ? 

(b) If the answer’ to fa) is in the negative, will Government be pleased 
to state the i-eason for not doing so ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement show¬ 
ing, year by year, from 1915 to 1926, the amount realised from the sale of 
waste paper ’? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Information is being 
collected and will be supplied to the Honourable Member when available. 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL OF STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly : Sir, ihe following Message has been 
received from the Secretary of the Council of Stale : 

‘‘ 1 ani directed to inform tou that the Council of State has at their meeting hold 
on I7th September 1027 agreed without any amendments to the following Bills passed 
by the Legbdnfive Assembly on the 7th nml*8tii September 1027 : 

Biil further to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, in order to nrotect tlie jiiatni* 
i net ore of cotton yarn in British India ; 

A Bill further to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894." 



THE CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL.— contd. 

Mr. President : The House will now resume further consideration 
of the Bill to amend the Indian Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure, 1898, for a certain purpose, as reported by the Select Committee, 
clause by clause. 

The clause which the House was discussing on the last occasion was 
clause 3. 

The question is : 

“ That clause 3 do stand part of the Bill.” 

to rwliieh Pandit Thakur Das Bliargava has moved the following amend¬ 
ment : 

“ Delete sub-clause (if) of clause 3 and re-number sub-clauses (fit) and (if; ns 
(t'i) and (tit), respectively ”. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava (Ambala Division : Non-Muham¬ 
madan) : Sir, the other day I moved the amendment standing in my 
name. Now, I propose to submit some of the grounds on which I submit 
that this amendment should be supported. In the first place, I maintain 
that it is quite wrong in principle to deprive a subject of the liberty of 
prosecuting a person who transgresses the law. The vindication of the 
law and the punishment of the offender is not. the sole concern of the Slate. 
It is clearly to the greater advantage of the individual or the class con¬ 
cerned that an offender who has been guilty of an offence against an 
individual or any class should not be allowed to persist in liis activities 
and thus continue- to injure either the individual or the class. It is 
therefore that the general latv of the country lavs down that any person 
is entitled to initiate a prosecution in respect of offences except such as 
have been exempted by certain sections of the Code of Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure. I need not quote any authorities for such a patent proposition 
like this. If any authorities were needed, I would quote 13 Bombay, 
page 600 and 43 Calcutta, page 1043. All the authorities are agreed that 
the right of initiating proceedings is a very valuable right and I should 
say that it is really one of bulwarks of individual freedom and liberty. If 
any person brings a complaint, the court cannot refuse to entertain 
that complaint and the court is incompetent to enquire into the motives 
which actuate that person or the objects with which that person brings 
that complaint. This being the general law of the land, there is a very 
heavy onus on the Government to prove that in this particular case an 
exception is justified. This right of initiation of prosecution is a very 
great safeguard and is in the nature of a safety valve to all human 
instincts of retaliation and revenge. At the same time, it constitutes a 
very serious restraint on the wrong doer because he fears that any 
individual in the land can bring him to book. In fact. Sir. the right to 
petition the King, the right to bring a complaint, these are the very 
essence of liberty of action and of freedom of any individual. I would 
therefore submit that unless very strong reasons can be advanced by the 
Government for a reservation of this nature, the House should not be 
a party to a deviation in that respect. 

Mr. K. A hm ed (Rajshahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : What 
is the object of the Government then in introducing this Bill ? 

( 4575 ) 
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Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : Sir, .you will .be pleased to see that 
there are certain sections of the Code of Criminal Procedure which are at 
present on the Statute-book and which constitute the only exceptions to 
this rule. These sections are sections 195’ to 199. The perusal of those 
sections will establish, Sir, that the law has made an exception to the 
general rule in respect of several kinds of offences but there is one clear 
principle which is, I submit, of universal application. It underlies all 
those sections, and passes as it were like a string through them. Now 
sections 198 and 199 deal with defamation and offences against, marriage, 
breach of contract : all offences of •: a. private. character >; and . section 199 
deals with sections 498 and 497 in the Penal Code. Now, Sir, I would 
submit that public policy requires' that in private matters like these no¬ 
body need poke his nose into. Moreover, this principle will appear, .even 
'from those sections, that the persons injured have got a perfect'right of 
action, even to this extent that the Government cannot deprive the person 
injured of his right and the Government itself have no right to initiate a 
prosecution in respect of those matters. - 'Apart from those two sections, 
section 195 is. also one of ‘the exceptions 5 but you will'be pleased to see 
that section 195 deals with three kinds of offences. Those dealt with in 
195 (a) constitute in substance contempt of the authority of a public 
servant and it is public servants who by the fiction of the law are 
thought to be injured by those offences. Public servants so in¬ 
jured are given the right of initiating proceedings. Similarly, in 
section 195 (b) particular courts are by fiction of the law 

regarded as the injured party, and the courts concerned are 

given the right to initiate prosecutions. Similarly, again, in section 
195 (c), the courts in respect of whom such offences are committed, are 
given the right of initiation of proceedings. In section 196 you will be 
pleased to see that the offences are against, the State and it includes 
certain offences which are peculiar to the State. Chapter VI and Chapter 
IX-A and section 505 are ' such offences. Section 294-A is also 

mentioned and in that case an exception is made in respect of an offence 
against public morals. An exception is also made in the ease of section 
153-A, for the reason that it is an offence against public tranquillity and 

public tranquillity is the special concern of the Stale. In section 196 

also that particular exception which I have already indicated is found to 
he of universal application. That is, the State, taken as a legal person, 
is the person who in contemplation of law is injured by the offences 
enumerated in that section. Section 197 deals with public 
servants of a special dignity. As regards these persons also, the law 
regards that in certain cases sanction can be given as it is the Govern¬ 
ment who employs them which is injured by the action of those persons. 
So in all these sections the principle is that the person injured -lias got 
the right to initiate proceedings. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Who is injured ? A class. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : I 11 this particular case either a class 
or a member of a class is injured. To take an example, supposing an 
offence is committed against the Hindu community, it may be that the 
whole community is injured or only particular persons belonging to that 
e ass. So that either individual members of the class or the class as a 
is Vi 0 c . an .^ e regarded as victims. In this case my humble submission 

in ogicnUy speaking there is absolutely no reason why this power 
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should be reserved to the State and not be enjoyed by individuals or 
the public. A perusal of section 295A in the present Bill will establish 
that this is an Offence relating to religion ; this new offence is not an 
offence relating to public tranquillity. Such considerations as that there 
is clamour, that there is a particular agitation for something, that a 
person is politically important, that it will be in the public interests 
other than those based upon justice—all such considerations are not 
germane to the subject. When this particular offence has been classed 
under the heading “ Offences relating'to Religion ”, my humble submis¬ 
sion is that this particular section has been given a sacrosanct place in 
that Chapter ; and 1 would submit again, as I submitted on the last oc¬ 
casion, that} offences under sections 295 Und 296 are not less heinous in 
their character than an 'offence under section 295A. But in the offences 
'coming under_ Chapter XV there is no reservation on behalf of Govern¬ 
ment with regard to the initiation of proceedings ; and I for 'ohe 
do not know what reason there is for meting out special treatment 
to this section. So far as this section is concerned, this section 
has in many ways been treated more favourably than the other 
sections in the Penal Code under that Chapter. Offences under 
this section are triable by the Sessions Judge, whereas offences under 
section 295, which deals with such things as the breaking of idols and 
defiling other objects held sacred by certain sections of the community, 
are triable by a second class magistrate. Anyhow, Sir, so far as the 
individuals of a class are concerned, it is clear that so far as these two 
sections are concerned, my humble submission is that if sections 295 and 
296 are not more important and heinous than 295A, still they are equally 
important and heinous, and therefore no distinction should have been 
made, and when there is no reservation in the Government for proceeding 
under those sections, there is absolutely no reason why there should be 
any reservation in regard to this section. Further, Sir, it will be very 
difficult for the Government to decide in many cases whether a particular 
insult is one in which the Government should interfere. The Government- 
are taking a very heavy responsibility on themselves and in fact it will 
appear that the Government will be taking the place of the injured party 
in the real sense, and will assume to themselves the powers which should 
be given to the head of those religions or the associations of those reli¬ 
gions or the members of those religions. In fact. Sir. it appears to me 
that this kind of reservation is a serious interference with the religious 
liberties of the members of the particular communities concerned. This 
Government of India beimr quite irreligious in their nature—I mean 
secular—must realise that in many cases their action would give rise 
to resentment and heartburning. And. Sir. if there is a private prosecu¬ 
tion the Government need not hear the expense as otherwise they shall 
have to. In the Ranr/Ua Rasul ease, where several counsel appeared, 
the Government had to pay Es. 1.500 a day to one counsel alone. Those 
persons who feel aggrieved will he able to bring the best evidence before 
the court and in case 1 lie evidence is not put forward by the Govern¬ 
ment then the people will have a very genuine cause of grievance. Ro 
that mv humble submission is that on principle and logic there is no 
reason why this Government should arrogate to itself the powers which 
in all ordinary cases beloncr to the public. 


Mr. K. Ahmed : It is just the other way round. The Ionic is on 
this side. 
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Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : The other argument which I will sub¬ 
mit before you is that the Government as such should never be allowed to 
interfere in these matters. It is not merely a question whether the power 
should be reserved to an individual or a class of individuals or the Gov¬ 
ernment. The question in reality is whether this particular Government 
should be allowed to have a monopoly of initiation of proceedings in re¬ 
gard to offences of this nature. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : You want to abuse a section of the people. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : If the Honourable Member wants to 
have a reply from me, let him kindly speak up and in a manner which is 
intelligible to me. I do not generally understand his interruptions, and I 
can reply to those interruptions only if they are intelligible. Sir, the 
question is whether this Government whose past conduct we have been 
seeing is one which should be granted the power of monopoly in this 
connection. We know that the effect of the act of a fanatic is of a two¬ 
fold nature ; firstly, it attacks a particular religion and wounds the 
susceptibilities of that religion, and secondly, as ni 3 r Honourable friend, 
Mr. Jayakar pointed out the other day, to an extent it disturbs the 
public peace also and to that extent, in so far as that act alienates the 
sympathy between the different classes, it produces a sense of insecurity 
and at the same time it produces an element of discord and jealousy. 
My humble submission is that this Government is doing the same thing 
by its conduct. Government divides all the jobs in this country in such 
,a fashion, it gives the loaves and fishes of office in such a fashion, that it 
divides all the classes into watertight compartments, so much so that, it 
recognises the birth principle also in crystallising the classes in this 
country. The Government has divided the people into martial and non- 
martial races, into agriculturist and non-agriculturist classes and m 
many other ways. The most potent weapon of this Government is divide 
et impera, exactly the thing which is sought to he brought about by the 
fanatic. When this is so, may I ask whether this Government can be 
entrusted witli a power like this which will affect 300 millions of Ins 
Majesty’s subjects ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed : How can you he trusted by the Government and bv 
the other section of the people ? 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : Unfortunately, it is not in the power 
of the other section of the House to stop me from speaking, and I base 
my right to spealc not on the indulgence of my Honourable friend who 
lias just interrupted me, but on my right itself I do want to make .such 
submissions before you on the basis of mv privilege to speak from my 
place in this House. I want to place before you practical illustrations 
of the fact which I have submitted. On the last occasion, Sir Abclii 
Qniyum was pleased to call into question the activities of the Arya Samnj, 
and lie told the House that since the advent of that bod?', whom be was 
pleased to call a new sect, the relations between the two communities 
have grown more and more bitter. I do not. want to enter into a discus¬ 
sion, hut though I have not the fortune of being an Arya Samajist, I wan 
to repudiate that charge and to submit that this allegation is grossly 
baseless and most unjustified. 

Mr. K'. Ahmed : Who lias charged you with that ? 
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Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum (North AVest Frontier Pro- 
wince : Nominated Non-OtBeial) : On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 
I never said that the Arya Samaj was a new sect. I said that 1 was 
not sure whether it was a new religion or the revival of an old religion, 
but that the movement had hewly sprung up. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : I am not concerned here whether 
the Ai’ya Samaj is a new sect or not. I may inform the Honourable 
Member that the Arya Samaj claims to represent the most ancient cul¬ 
ture perhaps in the world. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : That may be so. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : No doubt, this is not a matter. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : I rise to a point of order. Is my Honourable friend 
speaking on the amendment ? 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is not in order in referring 
to the Arya Samaj and its ancient culture on this amendment. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : Before we can decide whether a 
power of this nature should be entrusted to Government, I want to sub¬ 
mit before you how the present position has arisen and under what cir¬ 
cumstances this Bill has come before you. Unless and until we under¬ 
stand how matters stand to-daj' and how the Government has been con¬ 
ducting itself in the past, we cannot come to a conclusion whether this 
power ought to be entrusted to Government. My submission is that the 
past conduct of Government is the only criterion by which we can judge 
whether this power should be given to Government or not. In the pre¬ 
sent discussion the Rangila Rasul case has figured prominently, but if 
you consider the history of that case and how Government treated those 
who first came into the field and aroused bitter feelings between the 
two communities, you will certainly appreciate the argument of mine 
that Government should not be entrusted with any such power. Now, 
previous to the publication of Rangila Rasul, a book was written known as 
4< Unisvi saddi lea Maliarishi ’’ and it is admitted, and quite correctly, and 
I thank my Honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Tlaye for saying that it is a 
very objectionable book. 

Mr. President : I cannot allow the Honourable Member to go into the 
origin and history of the Rangila Rasul case and the subsequent ramifi¬ 
cations thereof. The Honourable Member has taken nearly 20 minutes 
over this amendment, and I would like him now to conclude his observa¬ 
tions. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : It is far from me to enter into the 
history of the Rangila Rasul case...... 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : You intentionally use the 
words “ Rangila Rasul case ” instead of the words “ Rajpal ease ”. 

Mr. President : Order, order. The Honourable Member must con¬ 
clude his observations. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : I was only submitting that the Gov¬ 
ernment in initiation of proceedings so far have not been quite impartial. 
That is my first point, and with your permission I would like to illustrate 
it by one or two examples. If you think those examples arc not in point, 
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then I would proceed to iny second point. If the House thinks that the 
past conduct of Government has been such that it can place full reliance 
in it in a matter like this, then I would proceed..to pay .other-.point. I 
therefore request you either to allow me to. go on .or to. give me a fuling 
on the point. ... ...... . ... .. 

(The Honourable Member resumed his seat.) 

Mr. President : Sir .Abdul Qaiyum, _ 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : Sir, I want. 

(At this stage Pandit Thakur Das" Bhargava. rose in /his. place.) 

Mr. President : If the Honourable Member (Pandit Thakur . Das 
Bhargava) wishes to, proceed, he could not do ..so by resuming his seat. 
The Chair will allow him to continue so long as "lie is' relevant. 

Pandit. Thakur Das Bhargava : Then, Six*, I will come to. the instances. 
On "the day on which Swami Shradhanand was murdered, tin that very 
day another gentleman was murdered arid a' book was written. 

Mr. President : Order, order. The nondurable Member is not rele¬ 
vant. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : So far as the other instance is con¬ 
cerned, it relates to the Bisaia Ycirtman case wlpch was also a reply to 
the other publications appearing in other papers. My complaint is that 
np to this time the authors of those books, in reply to which these later 
publications were written, are still free and the, Government has not 
touched them. The reply which the Government gives is that, inasmuch 
as there was no sufficient agitation in the country and there was .no clam¬ 
our, those persons were not prosecuted. If that is the way in which this 
Government is going to start prosecutions against offenders of religion, 
we should not give this power to Government, with a view to strengthen 
its hands so that it can dole out mercies in the way in which it chooses 
to do. These are the two examples 1 wish to give, but since 1 have taken 
more time than I should have taken I hesitate to give oilier examples. 
Still I submit before you that these two examples are not the only two 
examples. I could give scores of other examples. I could quote many 
instances in which Christians and Muhammadans have been vilifying 
and flouting the most cherished beliefs of the Hindus and the Government 
have stood by and not raised their little finger. Now. Sir, the question arises 
what would happen to tlie other small communities living in this country. 
This is not a measure for Hindus and Muhammadans alone. The smaller 
communities will not be able to exercise that influence with the Govern¬ 
ment which the. more influential communities can. Unless the only con¬ 
sideration which the Government should have in the initiation of pro¬ 
ceedings is justice and justice alone, I fear these smaller communities 
will never be protected. 

Now. I come to the third point. It has been said that if this power 
is not given to the Government there will be a flood of prosecutions and 
< lore will be frivolous accusations. May T point oul that the existing 
provisions m the Act are quite sufficient and that tliev provide sufficient 
>< eguards. . •Sections 1S2. 211 and 2o0 arc quite ample and there is no of:Cil- 
n or hiding out more protection. Barring that, the .Select Committee 
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lias been pleased to devise a very good protection for offenders of this 
class. As you know, this offence is triable by a Sessions Judge. All pro¬ 
ceedings in the Court of Session have to pass through the commitment 
stage. All eases in which there is no reasonable chance of conviction 
will be arrested in the scene of the commitment stage atid the only cases 
that will go up to the Court of Session will be those in which there will 
be a reasonable probability of conviction. Further, there is even now a 
section in the Criminal Procedure Code, section 196A, which says that the 
Government are authorised to make a preliminary inquiry or investiga¬ 
tion made by a police inspector. Instead of a police inspector’s repoi’t 
we have an ordinary court of law armed with powers of commitment, 
and therefore I submit that the safeguards provided in this Bill are clear¬ 
ly more protective in their nature than those contemplated in section 
196A. There is one point which I want to bring to your notice specially. 
If prosecutions are initiated by the sanction of Government, there is an 
unconscious bias in the mind of every judge that since the thing comes 
from the Government, there is a prima facie case. There are greater 
chances of conviction than in others. I am not suggesting that the 
judges consciously do it, but I submit that, every person will be affected 
in that way. Every person will think that it has been done with due 
care and caution. 

Mr. President : Order, order. The Honourable Member seems deter¬ 
mined to disregard the hint given to him by the Chair that he should 
conclude his observations. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : Then this is all I have to submit. I 
move my amendment. 

Naw’ab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum -. I do not want to make a long 
speech. I only want to touch a few points raised by ihe last speaker. In the 
first place I am very sorry to hear in this debate that the Hajpal case is still 
referred to as the Rangila- Basal case. I thought we had got rid of that 
word " Ilahgi la ” by the decision of the High Court. 

Mr. President : All references to the Rangila Rasul case arc out. of 
order. 

Nawab, Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : Inasmuch as it injures the 
feelings of Mussalmans I thought the Honourable Members would refer to 
the case as the Pajpal case instead of the Rangila Rasul case. That is all 
I want to say on this point. 

Then, Sir. the speaker said that Government were trying to create 
divisions among the various communities in India. The Government find 
.all these divisions existing in the country and arc simply trying to keep 
the balance and safeguard Ihe interests of the minority. My Honourable 
friend was trying to prove a grievance against the Government on the 
part of bis community. May I point out to him that in the North-West 
Frontier Province there is a small community of 5 per cent. who<e riirhts 
are as vigilantly safeguarded and protected by Governmeir ns the rights 
of the Muslim minority in certain parts of India. (Lola T.ajpal Rai ; 
<* Question '! ’’) You have only to go there and sec. (Lain Lajpaf Rni : 
** I know it 'M 
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Mr. M. K. Acharya (South Areot cum Chingleput : Non-Muham- ' 
madan Rural) : Maj r I ask, Sir, if this is in order ? 

Nawa-b Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum : Then, Sir, if the right of 
prosecution were allowed to be exercised by individuals, I fear that what 
we are trying to avoid will be more definitely encouraged. Instead of 
fighting over their grievances in the open streets in the form of riots, the 
masses will be carrying on a warfare in the law courts. (Laia Lajpat-Lai : 
“ Will it not be better ? ”) The result will be the same. If this right 
is allowed to individuals, the better organised sections of the communities, 
instead of fighting matters in an open way, will be simply carrying 
on a warfare in the courts. I know there are individuals among the 
Hindu community, who can spare a good deal of money for such litigation. 
As a matter of fact I am told that there are individuals, who are already 
spending a good deal in this w 7 ay—thousands and thousands of rupees in 
the form of allowances and passage moneys, and in the form of presents 
to men, who are carrying on a regular campaign for them in what they 
call a constitutional way. If this is allowed to proceed, then rich men 
can easily save their skins and injury to their persons, by raising funds 
to enable people to institute eases and carry on a warfare in the law’- 
courts. I wish I could put this point a little more clearly, but I do not 
think 1 can do it more effectively. I thought the new; offence which was 
going to bo added to the Penal Code, was a more serious offence and that 
it was being enacted for the sake of avoiding trouble and disorder in the 
country. It is certainly for Government to take action in cases in which 
there is the possibility of a general disturbance of. the peace because of 
insults to religions or the religious feelings of a class of persons—it is 
not a question of insult to the personal feeling of an individual, for. which 
he is, I am sure, alwa.ys entitled to seek l'edress. It is really a matter 
of the insult to the whole community or class of persons, as it is wmrded 
in the section, that has to be defended ; and in such cases it is only the 
Government which ought to take action. I do not see why individuals 
should be burdened with the expenses of bringing law suits when this can 
more conveniently he taken up by Government., This is not the concern 
of individuals, it is a class or communal affair, and as,the Government has 
guaranteed the protection of the religious beliefs of the public and the 
liberty to perform their religious practices, it is also the duty of Govern¬ 
ment to defend those beliefs and practices whenever the same are violated 
and the freedom of thought and action in matters religious is interfered 
with by anybody in this country. 

In short. Sir, this measure is practically the creation or outcome of 
the misplaced-sympathy of certain members of tbe last speaker’s community 
in the Rajpal case. 

Tbe Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home Member) : Sir, 1 rise to oppose 
the amendment. When I first asked that this Bill be referred to Select 
Committee I made it quite clear to the House, and I think the House at 
that time accepted the view, that this provision which requires the authority 
of the Government for the institution of a prosecution was, next after the 
clause creatine; the offence, the most essential part of the Bill. That, point 
of view was carefully examined by the Select Committee, as will be fully 
apparent from t,heir Report.. In the Select Committee this matter war 
recorded as a matter of the greatest importance and the conclusion arrived' 
at !<-- 1 ‘inlnriW} jp jhp Report- 
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Now, Sir, I wall examine in the first place some of the grounds which 
have heen alleged by the Honourable gentleman opposite in moving his 
amendment. lie suggested in the first instance that this provision was a 
serious interference with liberty, and secondly, that it was a serious infringe¬ 
ment of a general rule of law. Now, as regards the first question, serious 
interference with liberty, I point out that the offence which this Bill 
would create lias not yet been created—that in point of fact no right to 
prosecute in respect of such an offence is in existence and consequently 
this provision requiring the authority of Government cannot conceivably 
be represented as making any inroads upon the liberty of the subject. 
Secondly, the general rule of law which the Honourable Member referred 
to really is this, that where a particular individual is injured by a criminal 
offence lie should have his own remedy. In this case the offence is not an 
offence which is directed against or is suffered in particular by any one 
individual. The offence is of a totalty different nature : and when the 
Honourable Member instances the sections of Chapter XV in the Code, 
he will, I think, if he examines them a little bit more carefully, find that 
there in nearly every ease they are offences committed either against a 
specific individual or against a specific and ascertainable group of indivi¬ 
duals. T contend therefore that on the two points of principle on which 
he moves his amendment his grounds are erroneous. 

But, Sir, the really important matter- is the practical consideration. 
My insistence on the ‘necessity of this provision urns not merely a desire to 
add to the executive powers of Government. Any one who considers 
carefully the object of this Bill and the circumstances in which it lias heen 
brought to the judgment of the House will realize at once that to pass the 
Bill and to put it into operation without this particular provision would 
be tantamount to taking a barrel of gun-powder and exposing it in an 
open space where sparks from a smouldering fire are still flying round. 
That, Sir, is a proposition which Government would never submit to this 
Legislature, and it is one, I hope, which this Legislature would never 
consent to agree to. 

(Several Honourable Members moved that the question be put.) 

Mr. President : The question is that the question be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : Order, order. The question is : 

“Delete sub-clause (if) of clause 3 anti rc-numbcr sub-clauses (tit) and (,'tr) as 
(if) and (fit), respectively.” 

The Assembly divided : 


Aney, Mr. At. S. 

Blinrgava, Pandit Thakur Das. 
Das, Mr. B. 

Dutt, Mr. Ant nr Is at It. 

Gulab Singlt, Sardar. 

Kartar Singh, SaTdar. 

Mitra, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. 
-Moottje, Dr. B. S. 

-.ukbtnr Singh, Mr. 


AYES—IS. 

Neogy, Mr. K. C. 

Praknsani, Mr. T. / 

Sarda, Kai Sahib Hnrbilns. / 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. j 

Singh, Mr. Naraynn Prasad. * 

Singh, Mr. Pam Xarayan. 

Sinha, Kumar Gnngnnnnd. 

Sinha, Mr. R. P. 

Sinha, Mr. Siddhestvnr. 
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• - eegisla'tive assembly. 


n • -5STOES- 

Abdul Haye, Mr. 

Abdul Alatin Chaudhury, Maulvi. 

Abdul Qaiyum, Navab Sir Saliibzada. 
Abdullah Haji Kasim, Khan Bahadur Ilaji 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Nasir-ud-din. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Alexander, Mr. William. 

Auwar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

Ashrafuddiu Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Sayid. 

Ayangar, Mr. V. K. Aravamudha. 
Ayyangar, Bao Bahadur Narasimim 
Gopaiaswami. 

Badi-uz-Znman, Maulvi. 

Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 

Bray, Sir Denys. 

Chalmers, Mr. T. A. 

Chunder, Mr. Nirmal Chunder. 

Coatman, Mr. J. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Cosgrave, Mr. W. A. 

Courtenay, Mr. R. H. 

Crawford, Colonel J. D. 

Crerar, The Honourable Mr. J. 

Crofton, Mr. R. M. 

Dakhan, Mr. W. M. B. Ghulaxn Kadir 
Khan. 

Dalai, Mr. A. R. 

Dalai, Sardar Sir Bomanji. 

Donovan, Mr. ,T. T. 

Dunnett, Mr. J. M. 

Farookhi, Mr. Abdul Xiatif Salieb. 
Gliazanfar Ali Khan, Raja. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Gidney, Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

The mol ion was negatived. 


-70. 

Ha.igli, Air. P. B. • 

Irving, Mr. Miles. 

Ismail Khan, Mr. 

Is war Sarstn, Munshi. 

Iyengar, Mr. A. Rangaswami. 

Jayakar, Mr. M. R. 

Jinnah, Mr. M. A. 

Joshi, Air. N. M. 

Jowaliir Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
Kabul Singh Bahadur, Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Klim Mating, U. 

Kidwai, Mr. Rafi Ahmad. 

Kirk, Mr. R. T. F. 

Kunzru, Pandit Hirday Nath. 

Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath. 

Mukherjee, Mr. S. C. 

Murtuza Salieb Bahadur, Maulvi Sayyid. 
Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajan Bakhsli ‘Shall, Khan Bahadur 
Maklidum Syed. 

Rao, Air. G. Sarvotham. 

Roy, Mr. K. G. 

Sams, Air. H. A. 

Shafeo, Alaulvi Mohammad. 

Shah Nawaz, Alian Alohammad. 

Sliervani, Mr. T. A. K. 

Siddiqi, Air. Abdul Qadir. 

Singh, Rai Bahadur S. N. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Toiikinson, Air. H. 

Wright, Air. W. T. M. 

Yakub, Alaulvi Aluhamniad. 

Yatnin Khan, Air. Aluliammad. 

Young, Mr. G. AL 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Naxvab Sir. 


Mr. Abdul Haye (East Punjab : Muhammadan) : Sir, [ rise to move 
the following amendment that stands in my name : 

“ That in column 5 of llie entry in clause 3 (ni) of the Bill, for the word ‘ bailable ’ 
the words * not bailable ’ bo substituted. 

T believe. Sir. the House is aware that when this Bill was originally intro¬ 
duced in this Assembly by my Honourable friend, the Home Member, it 
provided that the offence should he uon-bailable. Since then the Select 
Committee has by a narrow majority made it bailable, and hence my amend¬ 
ment. While moving this amendment T have in view only those specific 
enso< for which we are providing by means of this legislation. We are here 
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providing for cases where some unscrupulous persons, about whom I have 
no hesitation in saying that they are the enemies of society, take it into 
their heads to make scurrilous attacks against religion or against the 
founders of religions. When w r e hear in mind such eases I believe there 
can be no tv r o opinions as regards the necessity of this amendment. Sir, 
I hope that for such persons there can be no sympathy in the minds of 
the Honourable Members ; and, Sir, we must also bear in mind what may 
quite naturally follow such scurrilous attacks. Once we have such attacks, 
or once we have such abusive publications, these publications and these 
attacks, I venture to submit may lead to breaches of the peace, to riots, 
murders, arson, and what is still worse to chaos and even to civil war. 
We should bear in mind what happened in this country, what happened 
in the province from which I have the honour to come, what happened in 
the North West Frontier, over the publication of that vile pamphlet with 
a still more vile title which, was written by Rajpal. Sir, when we bear 
that in mind, I for one feel surprised at the tone of the speech of my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt. He seems to suggest that that 
^ agitation was a got up one or that it ’was' a spurious 

one.. I need only refer Mm-, to the. speeches that my 
Honourable friend Sir Denys Bray made on this subject in this House as 
also in another place.. Sir, those Honourable Members who do not see eye 
to eye with me have evidently in view the eases of those persons who bona- 
fide and honestly want; to criticise religious tenets and religious loaders. 
To them my answer is that they need have no misgivings on their account. 
(An Honourable Member “ Why 1 ”) Such writings and such criticisms 
do not come within the purview of this law. Why should you as legisla¬ 
tors assume that they will be prosecuted ? Six', do they not have sufficient 
immunity agamst prosecution in the provision to which we have just agreed, 
namely, that no prosecutions shall be launched except with the authority 
of a Local Government ? I would go a step further. 

Lala Lajpat Rai (Jullundur Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Why do 
you assume that Local Governments are always infallible V 

Mr. Abdul Haye : I make no such assumption but why should you 
suspect, the Local Governments 1 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Representative) : We have reasons not to 
feel confidence. Is it not a fact that the majority of State prosecutions 
have served to shake and undermine the confidence of the Indian people 
in British Justice more than any thing else. 

Mr. Abdul Haye : Sir, I would go a step further and meet my 
friends on their own ground. Even assuming that the Local Governments 
go wrong, even assuming that the honest critic of religion or a religious 
leader would-be hauled up in a criminal eonrt, my submission is that there 
is ample provision in the existing law, i.e., in section 497 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, to release that man on bail at once and there will be no 
difficulty in doing so. Those Honourable Members who practise the pro¬ 
fession of law know perfectly well that the provisions of that section have 
been sufficiently enlarged and they are being freely used at present I 13 ' the 
criminal courts. 

•Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava : A new circular has been issued. 

Mr. Abdul Haye : To what effect ? 

K 
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Bandit Thakur ©as Bhargava: That hail should not he taken. in 
ordinary non-bailable .cases. ... 

Mr. 4.bdul Haye .: My submission further is that I e.annot dream of 
a casewliicji would be .exclusively triable 'by a -Court of Session and yet it 
would' be bailable. It would be a departure from the existing'.arrange¬ 
ment of tho (Criminal Procedure Code, $did the last woyd, "-Sir, that I.have 
to urge before the House is thaf we are to-day by means of this legislation 
making scurrilous ^attacks on religion .and religious founders a distinct and 
specific offence. “ And -now, after the recent decision of the Division Dench 
of the' Lahore High Court .there are no two opinion's on tliis point that 
such scurrilops attacks would also .come within the purview of section 153A, 
let, it be remembered that an offence under section 153A is non-bailable, 
j8o, if you make this present .offepce bailable, the position would be this, 
that air ! off epee which would epine jnerely tinker section 1.53 A would be 
noh-baiiabi.e, whereas another offence which would be ah offence under thp. 
iie|ylhwn§ well''as under 153^ wpul'd h'o bailabie^ ‘ ' " ' 

i^ir, I inpye my purepdment. ' . 

Mr, Amar Nath Dutt . (Burffwan Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) ■: Sir,’ I rise to oppose this amendment, and in’fact'when 1 was 
listening to the speech of iny Honourable friend Mr. Abdul Haye I thought 
that’ I Was in a "magistrate^ court listening to the argument of a prose¬ 
cuting counkel not to allow bail to the prisoner before him. One other 
aspect of the controversy that has arisen' in this House, seems to me that 
a"feert~aih section of the community thinks that these prosecutions are safe 
in the 'hands of the Government, and in spite of their political creed being 
not to co-operate with the Government, they went to the same lobby with 
the Government, thinking that these matters are not safe in the hands of 
their owix countrymen, but safe in the hands of an alien bureaucracy. I 
was pained to see many Honourable friends going to the same lobby as 
th,e Government in this matter. Now, Sir, I am very sorry that my friend 
Mr. Abdul Haye has taken exception to my speech, J do not know wherein 
I said anything which might be cbnstrued to have been anything to cause 
pain in the minds of my friend. If I haveuttered any such thing, although 
after a careful perusal of my speech when it was sent to me, I did not find 
anything .of. t|j.e type, still I express p>y. regret, if any jyprcls of mine un¬ 
consciously have caused hipj pain. . (fTegr, hear,) - 

Mr. Abdul Haye ; The tone of your speeches and the mischievous 
amendments proposed by you have caused a great deal of pain in the minds 
of .Muss^lmgm?. . - .... • ( . 

Mr. Amar Nath ©utt : I am very sorry.. I honestly believed that I 
was advancing the eau'se. ■ !But 1 have- found -worse things than this h? 
this House about the two .communities. Gn fact, I will not be justified in 
saying what I feel about. religions .as they ,a.re practised in this world. . - For 
myself I may tell this House that, my opinion is that these religions .are 
af the roof of all the mischief in this world- '(Hear, hear.)., -The sooner 
religion vanishes from this,w.orld the better. ’W’hat.eyeromay.b.e my indi¬ 
vidual opinion, I beg tq submit that the more we want to strengthen the 
hands of the Government in these matters, the more we give the foreign 
bureaucracy more powprs in their pands to cye.ate a servile .fijass. amongst 
us' In 'fact. ’ arguments in ‘this' House have proceeded "on the line" as if a 
certain section is the favourite of the fprejgg pujyaucr^qg, Wf&fS thq pther 
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is not, (An Honourable Member : “ Question ?”) (An Honourable 
Member : “ Child wife.”) Those friends who now have so much faith 

in the bureaucracy, and go to the Government lobby, should remember 
that others may also imitate the same trick and they may also join hands 
with the bureaucracy, and where will they be then ? They may be in 
the minority, and T warn them against such a contingency in the future. 
In this view of the case, Sir, I think the offence should not be made non- 
bailable, but it should be made bailable. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Sir, I rise to support this amendment. 
(Applause), and the reasons which prompt me to <io so I shall place very 
briefly before the House. In the first instance, w« have to consider what 
tfle law in the matter is. Broadly speaking, my own opinion is that 
air pffence of this clpjracter, in yiew of its gravity, in yiew of the serious 
public consequences that might flow from it, is an offence which per se 
ougit to be a jioii-hajlable offence. 

Mr. K. C. Nepgy (Dacca Bivisiop. ; Kojq-Muhpmmadpn Rural) : 
Whfit fib put section 295 T $pad see(ipri and coinppre. 

The Honourable Mr, J. Orerar : That is a soiqcwhat different matter, 
because the offence there is a purely local offence committed against a 
particular individual. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Not at all, any class of persons. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : A local offence committed by 7 a 
person at a particular spot. (Mr. K. C. Neogy : “ Where do you get 
that ?”) Apart from that, Sir, the House must, I think, be disposed to 
giye a certain amount of credit to the discretion of the courts. The law 
in the matter is perfectly clear, jjerfectly simple and full of safeguards. 
This offence is not an offence for which the police can arrest without a 
warrant. Proceedings therefore can only be instituted when a warrant 
is issued by a duly authorised court. That court has complete discretion 
under the Criminal Procedure Code whether the warrant it issues shall 
he a warrant with hail or without bail. Now, the suggestion has been 
made that the kind of persons likely to commit offences under this Bill 
are persons whose sense of responsibility will he such that they would not 
attempt to evade the process of the court but would come and justify their 
conduct in the court. These are circumstances of which the court can take 
cognizance and it can exercise its discretion nnd issue a bailable warrant. 
But, as a matter of fact. I think it will he generally recognised that the 
kind of person most likely to commit an offence under this Bill will be 
some obscure and scurrilous scribler writing from some obscure den or 
pot-house in a bazaar, whose npnenrance in the court could by no means 
he relied upon. As soon as the law is set in motion against him, he will 
set himself in motion. Thc-e are the considerations which, I think, so far 
as the safeguards and the necessary security and also the practical require¬ 
ments of the ease are concerned, are such ns to render this amendment 
a desirable amendment of the Bill. 

(Several Honourable Members moved that, the question be put.) 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan TJrhan) ; 
Sir, I rise to oppose this amendment. 
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[Mr. M. R. Jayakar.] •, .>• 

This question was considered very carefully and in a Very dispas¬ 
sionate ma nn er by the Select Committee and the balance of opinion was 
that, having regard to the special circumstances of this Bill, this offence' 
should be made bailable. I am very sorry. Sir, that a non-official Member 
should have moved this amendment. My reasons for opposing this amend¬ 
ment are briefly as follows. Many of us, Sir, are supporting this Bill as 
a necessary measure, as a necessary evil, and we are anxious that wjp should 
{not make 5 this Bill more drastic than the necessities of the case require. 
It is on that principle that Honourable Members will find some of the 
amendments tabled, for instance, an amendment that this Act should be 
.in operation for three years only. The point'of view of sonm of us oh this' 
side of the House is that it will be a part of wisdom not to make this Bill : 
more drastic than is necessary. Now, what arc the facts ? " This Bill 1 ' 
-contemplates a crime which ex hypothesi will be committed by some : one 1 
who writes or speaks words attacking, a. religion. In. the. majority, of 
‘eases the'offender will be connected with some newspaper,' some {pi-ess or, , 
some organisation and therefore he will not be a solitary 'individual who' 
will run away-pending his trial.- ; He will have a location and an organi¬ 
zation he will have a basis which he cannot obliterate, by-his. personal 
absconding. That is one principle. to ' be borne in mind. The. second ; 
principle by which questions of bail are generally determined is whether' 
by being at large he. is'likely to. tamper, with, the evidence.-. I. want 
Honourable Members, who are not lawyers, especially to remember the two 
principles by which questions of bail are generally determined.' - The first 
principle is : Is the offender likely to abscond ? About this point,-1 have 
•already stated my views. He will not abscond, because his press, his news- . 
paper or his organisation are all there ; they Cannot be wiped out. There¬ 
fore, there is very little chance of his running away pending his trial. 
The second principle is : Is he likely to tamper with the evidence ? I 
submit he is not, because it is purely a question of construing his (speeches 
as reported or interpreting his writings as written: It is not a question 
in which oral evidence is very material or witnesses are likely to he 
tampered with. The main question which .this Bill involves for the court 
to find out whether the words of the infringing article or speech consti¬ 
tute an attack on religion. The next question, is*whether there is the neces¬ 
sary intention of insulting the religion. The third question .is whether 
that intention is deliberate and the fourth question, which is a very com¬ 
plex question, is whether it is a malicious intention. These are all ques¬ 
tions in which oral evidence is of very little value. On the contrary, these 
arc such complex questions that it is desirable in the. interests of - justice 
and fair play that the man should be at liberty to instruct his counsel find 
liis vakil and prepare his defence, because these are all complex questions 
of intention in which his personal explanation and criticism outside the 
prison house is material for his defence. I do not want Honourable Mem¬ 
bers merely to vote on tbis - question on party lines, but I want them to 
apply their mind as to whether it is really necessary in the interests‘ of 
justice-that we should put the offender in prison from the very start 'so 
that his counsel, solicitor, or yaldl would lose the benefit of. a. personal 
explanation or efforts in preparing the case. The offen’ce here is unlike 
waging war or rebellion. The : offender here''has' made a speech 7 of Which 
there is a report somewhere or has written’ an article of which' .there -is ■ 
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some record. His press is there and his organisation is there ; and he iB 
not likely to run away. A fanatic is not likely to abscond. He is often a 
courageous man. Therefore, I submit there is not much risk in allowing 
the man out on bail. Remember, Sir, the offence in this Bill is a very 
difficult, one to try and determine. What the court has to try is a series 
of important and complex psychological questions. I do, not envy the 
position of the judge who will have to determine these questions. He has 
three conundrums set to him to answer. What is the intention ? This in 
itself is a very difficult question and lawyers know how difficult it is to 
prove intention apart from the words conveying it. The difficulty increases 
when proof is further needed that the intention is deliberate and malicious. 
Having regard to the complexity of these questions, I think that it is 
desirable that the man should be outside the prison house to prepare his 
trial rendered unusually difficult by this complexity. The Honourable 
Member Mr. Abdul Haye said that the Bill relates to unscrupulous 
offenders. But let him note that the Bill is not confined to unscrupulous 
offenders, but, as many Honourable Members have shown, the chances are 
that the even honest-minded men may come under it. Therefore we must 
not judge of this question merely by considering as if in all cases this Bill 
will be set in motion against unscrupulous offenders. Further, Mr. Abdul 
Haye said that even if the offence is made non-bailable, the jndge has 
authority to give bail. My experience, Sir, is this that it is very difficult 
to obtain bail in non-bailable cases except from the highest tribunal. I 
am not speaking with any disrespect of the lower judiciary, but I am 
stating the truth when I say that they are generally overcautious in such 
questions, being perhaps afraid of superior courts. Generally they do not 
give bail. Is it desirable that the man. should be put to the expense in all 
cases of going to the High Court ? Even the High Court often goes 
.upon the opinion of the lower court and does not give bail. 

I submit that having regard to all these considerations, the balance of 
convenience requires that the man should be allowed to remain outside 
prison. There is a danger the other way. The Honourable the Home 
Member remarked that serious public consequences arc likely to follow 
from such an offence. Assuming, for the sake of argument, that it is so, 
how is the seriousness increased by allowing the offender to remain at 
large after the offence was committed ? What is the reason for locking 
the man in the prison immediately the article is indicted 1 What diffi¬ 
culties are likely to arise if he is at large ? As said above, there are only 
two possible difficulties that may arise. Is he likely to run away or is he 
likely to tamper with the evidence ? These contingencies arc not very 
possible, in this case. Besides, in such cases, oral evidence is not very 
material. The only oral evidence which may at times be material is that 
of his listeners, as to what impression was created on their mind by the 
speech or writing. But that evidence will he given only in very rare 
cases where the words are not clear. Where the words are not clear, I 
submit there is not likely to he a conviction and it is no use locking the 
man in jail before his fault is proved. I submit, therefore, that the 
balance of convenience which weighed with the Select Committee is- that 
tlii« should not he made a non-bailable offence. 


(Several Honourable Members moved that flic question be put.) 
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President : Tlie question is that the question he now put. 

The tfiotien was adopted. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ (That in column 5 of the entry in clause 3 (Hi) of the Bill, for the word 1 bailable ’ 
the words ‘ not bailable ’ be substitbted ’ ’. 

The Assembly divided. 

AYES—54. ' ' 


Abdul Hflye, Mr. 

Abdtft Miitiii Chhudkuty, MaulVi.- 
Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Abddllah Haji Kasim, Khan Bahadur Haj 
Ahmad, Kban Bahadur Natfir-ud-din. 
Ahmed/ Mr. E.- 
Alexander, Mf. William. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

Ashr'afuddiU Ahmad, Kliftii Bah'ddu? 
Nftwabzftda Sayid.- 

Aydngftf, Mf. V. K. Arafamtrdha. 

Ayyangar, Baa Bahadur Narasimha 
Gopalaswami. 

Badi-uz-Zaman, Maulvi. 

Ba.ipai, Mr. G. s. 

Blackett, The Hon'outable Sir Basil. 

Bray, Sir Denys. 

Chalmers, Mr.- t. A.- 

Goatmart,- Mr. j. 

COCke, Mr, H. G. 

Cosgrave, Mf. ’W. A. 

Courtenay/ Mr, B, H. 

CjiAd'fofd, Colonel j. jD. 

Crerar, The Honourable Mr. j. . - 

Cfofton, Mr. B. M. 

Daklian, Mr. W. M. P. Ghulam Kftdlr 
. Khati. ' . ' 

Dalai, Mr. A. B. 

Dalai/ Sardar Sir Bomanji. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 


Dunnett, Mr. J. M. 

Paiookhi, Mf, Abdul Latif Sabeb. 
Ghazanfar Ali Khaii, Raja. 

Giduey, Lieut.-Coionel H. A. J. 

Haigh, Mr. P. R. ' 

Irving, Mr. Miles. 

Ismail Khaii, Mf; 

ddttAhir Singh, Safdaf Bdh&dilf SdfdaH 
Kabul Singh Bahadur, Gaptain. 

Keans, Mf, M, • • . 

Kidwai, Mr, itaifl Ahmad. 

Kirk/ Mr, B; T, E. 

Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupcndra 
Hath. 

Mukhefrjee, Mf. S, C. 

Murluza Safieb Bahadur, Maulvi Savyid. 

Parsons, Mr, A. A, I,.* 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 

Bajail Baklisb Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed. 

Sams/ Mr! H, A. 

Shafee, Maulvi Mohammad. 

Shah NnWnz, Mian Mohammad. 

Sidfliqi, Mf. Abdul (Jhdit. 

Singh, Bai Bahadur S. N. 

TOnbiUsOn, Mf. H. 

Wright, Mr. W. T. M. 

Young, Mr.- G. M. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Kawab Sir. 
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Acharya, Mr. M. K. 
jiney, Mr. M. S. 

Ayyangar, Mr. K. V,. Rangas *;iuii 
Rhargsvva, Pandit Thakur Das. 
'Chancier, Mr. Nirmal Chuncter. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Chandra. 
Ghuznavi, Mr. A. XI. 

<Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Isivar Saran, Munshi. 

Iyengar, Mr. A. Rangasvrami. 
Iyengar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 
Jayakar, Mr. M. B. 

-Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Kartar Singh, Satdar. 

Kirin Maung, TX. 

Kunzru, Pandit Hirday Nath. 
Dajpat Rai, Lain. 


Makiviya, Pandit Madan "itnJi'ii 
Mitra, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. 
Moonje, Dr. B. S. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Mc°gy, Mr. Iv. C. 

Prakasam, Mr. T. 

Rang Behhri Lai, Lala. 

R.jo, Mr. G. Sai votham. 

Roy, Mr. IC. C. 

Ruthnasnamy, Mr. M. 

Sarda, Rai Sahib Ilarbil.'.a. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Mar avail Prasad 
Singh, Mr. Ram Nnrayan 
Su ha, Kumiir Ganganaiid. 
Smba, Mr. R. P. 

Sinha, Mr. Siddhesvrar. 
Rnhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Yaiain Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 


The motion was adopted. 

The Assemblv tlien adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Cldek. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Luneb at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That Cause 3 do stand part of the Bill.” 

The motion wtis adopted. 

Mx. President : The question is : 

<• That clause 1 do stand part of the Bill. ” 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Sir, I beg to move : 

** That clause 1 be re-numbered as sub-clause 1 (1) and tbc folloving nevr sub- 
clnuse be added : 

* (2) It shall remain in force np to the 31st day of December, 1030 

I feel, Sir, that not many words are needed from me in support of 
this .amendment. It is admitted on all hands that the situation that 
has necessitated the enactment of this special legislation did not exist 
a few years back, and we all hope, we are optimistic enough to hope, 
that in course of time the necessity for putting into operation legisla¬ 
tion like the present one will be gone. Sir, it is principally with this 
riew that I gave nbtice of my amendment. I understand that on a 
recent occasion it lias been admitted by some leading Muhammadan 
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gentlemen that there is some -connection between the present communal 
unrest and the Reforms, particularly the forthcoming revision of the 
Constitution. I find, Sir, that speaking in the House of Lords in July 
1926, the Secretary of State himself admitted that there was some such 
connection. This is what Lord Birkenhead stated : 

“ It would in. my judgment be untrue, for tie reasons that I have given, to deny 
all connection between the Beforms and the present state of tension between Hindu 
and Moslem. ” 

I therefore very much hope that when the necessary Parliamentary 
enquiry has been held and the revision of the constitution made, calm 
will be restored in the political atmosphere of this country and we shall 
have seen the end of these communal troubles. 

Sir, the reason why I fixed the 31st December 1930, as the last date 
up to which it should remain in force is that it is expected that the 
report of the next Parliamentary enquiry will have been considered 
by that time, and whatever necessary legislation may be undertaken in 
Parliament to give effect to it will also have been passed. 

Sir, having said this much, I cannot altogether keep from this House 
another reason which prompted me to give notice of thist- amendment. 
On the last occasion I made it quite clear that by reason of the prosecu¬ 
tion under this new section being made dependent on the sanction. of 
the Local Government, apprehensions are entertained in very many 
quarters, particularly in the province from which I come, as to whether 
this new. law will be administered in an impartial manner. The speeches 
that have been made this morning by Members from some /other pro¬ 
vinces also go to substantiate that fear. On the last occasion I referred 
to the evidence which a District Magistrate in Bengal gave in connec¬ 
tion with a communal case as showing that what the Government take 
into consideration in coming to. a decision in regard to such’ matters is 
the numerical strength of the people to whom any offence may be given. 
Since then I have received the full text of the evidence of that District 
Magistrate and I want to place two sentences from his evidence before 
the House. This is what lie states • 

“ The Muhammadan feeling is more important, as they are more numerous, less 
educated, less cultured and less self-restrained. If. the Muhammadan got out of hand 
the, result would be horrid ’ 

That is to say, when you consider the advisability of proceeding in a 
particular direction, say, under the proposed new legislation which we 
are considering,. if you were to take all those factors into considera¬ 
tion, factors which have been mentioned by, a very responsible officer in 
Bengal very recently, then certainly there is ample justification for 
entertaining apprehensions about the manner in which the law, may be 
administered. 

Sir, let us consider what would happen, if people belonging to the 
Hindu community were to insult:the religion- of the Christians. The 
Christians in every province are in a minority. Let us, assume that the 
.Christians are possessed of all the Christian virtues and. that particu¬ 
larly, they follow that precept which requires them, if they are rsmitten 
on one cheek, to turn the other for, similar treatment.. The Hindus are 
more numerous.; sunndsing moreover that. they,, .were less 
a e , ess cultured and less self restrained than the Christians, I ask 
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the Honourable the Home Member to say whether that would be a con¬ 
sideration in coming to a conclusion as to whether this particular section 
should be put into operation against the Hindus or not. Yet, that is 
exactly the position which was taken up by the District Magistrate of 
Barisal. 

Now, Sir, on the last occasion as also in connection with the amend¬ 
ment of section 99A in 1926, I made a complaint that the Government 
of Bengal had not made sufficient use of the powers which the existing 
law gave them for the purpose of putting down or rather preventing 
those communal outbreaks. I particularly mentioned the fact that on 
the occasion of the last Calcutta riots a large number of inflammatory 
pamphlets were in circulation which were held to be the primary cause 
of those riots. Sir, I hold in my hand a copy of the Indian Law Reports, 
Calcutta series, dated January 1927, in which there appears a judgment 
of the Calcutta High Court, and with your permission I will read out 
just a few sentences to show that the charge which I brought against the 
Government of Bengal is fully substantiated. This judgment was deli¬ 
vered by Mr. Justice Rankin and another Judge. Mr. Justice Rankin 
now being the Chief Justice of that High Court. The title .of the ease 
is P. K. Chalrravarti v. Emperor. It is reported.on page 59 of the Cal¬ 
cutta series of the Indian Law Reports for last January, Volume 54. 
Sir, this is what the present Chief Justice states in this particular case : 

“ In this case the appellant Mr. P. K. Chakravarti has been ordered to enter in¬ 
to his own recognisance in the sum of Rs. 500 to be of good behaviour under section 
158 of the Criminal Procedure Code. The order has been made in respect of an article 
in tlfb issue for the 27th April of this year of a newspaper called the Forward which 
is a nowspaper printed in English and circulated in Calcutta.” 

, ‘' The circumstances at the time of the publication are shortly these. An out¬ 

break of rioting having occurred some little time before in parts of this city, it was 
after some time brought to notice that one of the causes of this outbreak, or* at least 
of its continuance, was the fact that certain people were circulating inflammatory 
leaflets in the vernacular in the streets—leaflets calculated to incite members of differ¬ 
ent communities to violence against one another. The particular pamphlet, which 
is animadverted on in the article in question, was a pamphlet in Urdu printed on 
yellow paper and circulating apparently for the benefit of the Maliomedans. What the 
appellant has done as editor in this. He has printed the pamphlet in an English transla¬ 
tion. He has also given a transliteration in English letters of the original Urdu; and 
what he says is that this pamphlet was being circulated and that it is not difficult to 
trace the source from which it emanated. Then he adds ‘ Hot us wait and see 'what 
steps the guardians of ‘ law and order ’ take in the matter 

For having committed this offence the editor of the Forward was hauled 
np on a charge under section 153A, the Government of Bengal did not 
care to find out the author of the original Urdu pamphlet- which was 
circulated in the streets of Calcutta ; and for merely drawing pointed 
attention to that pamphlet in the columns of the Fonoard, this editor 
was tried under section 153A. It was lucky, of course, that he got off 
in the Calcutta High Court, but that shows the manner in which section 
153A has been in operation in Bengal for some time. I do not want to 
dilate on this point any further, but as I said, one of the reasons why 
I gave notice of this amendment, was that I wanted to see whether the 
action of the Local Governments to whom we arc entrusting the ad¬ 
ministration of this new clause will justify the confidence which this 
Legislature is called upon to repose in them. 

Sir, I move the amendment. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Sir, I rise to oppose the amendment. 
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I observe the arguments hy which my Honourable and learned, frieiid 
supported his amendment are really designed to deal with the question of 
the sanction of Local Governments. I wish to point out that that, point 
has already been decided by this House and it is not a question with 
which the House is at present concerned. Whatever the obiter 'dicta of 
the District Magistrate of Barisal may have lieeh, divorced as they are 
from their context, I submit they would have nothing whatever to do 
with the question now before the House. Nor has the question raised by 
the Honourable Member as to the extent to which iriembers of partichlnr 
Communities might conceivably come within the danger of this Bill—• 
.neither has that point any relevance to the duration of the Act if ahd 
when the Bill is passed. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : We want Government to be placed on probation. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The essential point is this. The 
Suggestion that this Bill was designed merely ih order to' eo’hclhde a 
current controversy is incorrect.. The Bill was designed do establish 
beyond any question of doubt a legal principle: That principle 
is In my opinion a sound one. It has already been twice affirmed by this 
House, arid if it is, a sound principle; it is one of permanent .value ahd 
Validity. I shy, Sir, that the Housfe Has already phonhhhced twice on 
that question of principle. I vefiture to s : ay that we ought in this par- 
ticrilaf iriattef to, herth hot only the chufalge of our opinion but con¬ 
sistency in our decision's. , * 

Mr. President : The question to put is : 

ix That clause 1 be re-numbered as sub-clause 1 (1) and the following new sub- 
elause be added : • 

‘ (21 It shall remain in force up to the 31st daty of December; 1930 

The 1 Assembly divided-: ' 


Acharya, Mr. M. K. 

Ahey, Mr. M. S. 

Bhargava, Bandit Thakur Das. 
Chundor, Mr. Nirmal ChVmder. 
Das; Mr. B. 

Das', Bandit Nilnkahtha. 

Butt, Mr. Amar iSTath. 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Chandra. 
•Gulah Singh, Sardar. 

Tswar Saran, Munshi. 

Iyengar, Mr, A. Rangaswanii. 
Iyengar, Mr, S. Srinivasa. 

-Toshi, Mr. 1ST. M. 

'Kartar Singh, Sardar. 

Kunr.ru, Bandit Hirday Nath. 
Da j pat Kai, JUala, 


AYES—32; 

Mitra; Mr. Satyendra. Chandra. 
Moonjc, Dr. B. S.. .. , 

MukhtaT Singh,' Mt. 

ISTaidu, Mr. B. B. . 

Neogy, Mr: K. C: 

PrakasaiVi, Mi. T.’ 

Bang Behari Dal, Lola 1 . 

Rao, Mr, G. Sarvothafsi, 

Roy, Mr. K. C. 

Sarda, Rai Sahib Hafbilas. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Sirigh, Mr. Narayan Prasad. 
Singh, Mr. Ram Narayan. 

Sinha, Kumar •Gangnnand. 
Sinha, Mr. R. P, 

Sinha, Mr. Siddheswar. 
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NOES—19. 

Farookhi, Mr. Abdul Latif Sahel). 


Abdul Have, Mr. 

AbdUl Matin Chaudlxury, Maulvi. 

-Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Saliibzada. 
AbdUl Haji Kasim, Khan Bahadur Haji. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Nasir-ud-din, 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Alexander, Mr. William. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mn 

AaUtafuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Sayid. 

Ayungar, Mr. V. K. Aravamudha. 

Ay van gar, Itao Bahadur Narasimlia 
Gopalaswafni. 

Badi-uz-Zaman, Maulvi. 

Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 

Bray, Sir Denys* 

Coatriihn, Mr. J. 

Cocke, Mr. H< G. 

GoSgfave, Mr. Xv. A. 

Courtenay, Mr. It. H, 

Crawford, Golonel *T. D. 

Crernr, The Honourable Mr. J. 

Dalsil, Mr. A. It. 

Dalai, Sardar Sir Bomanji. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Dunnett, Mr* J. M. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mfs Prfcsidfenfc : Ttlb tjhestibn is 


Haigh, Mr. P. B. 

Irving, Mr. Miles. 

Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
Kabul Singh Bahadur, Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Kliin Maung, TJ. 

Kirk, Mr. It. T. F. 

Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath. 

Muhammad Nawaz Khan, Lieut. Sardar. 
Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi Snvyid. 
Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Bdiny, The Honourable Sir George. 

Itajan Bakti&h Shall, Khan Bahftdhr 
Makhdum Syed. 

ItuthnaSwamy, Mr. M. 

Sams, Mr. H. A. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Mohammad. 

Siddiqi, Mr. Abdul Qadir. 

Singh, Bai Balindur S. N. 

Suhrdwaffly, Dr. A. 

ToukinsOn, Mr. H. 

Wright, Mr. W. T. M. 

Yakub, Mnulvl MuliAfnmnd. 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 


■“ That clause 1 (to Utfthd phrt bt the Bill.” 

The motion w6s hfld'pted. 

Olauae 1 was added io the Bill : 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 
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The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Sir, :i move that the Bill, as amend¬ 
ed, be passed. i - 

As the House has already considered the principle of the Bill at 
length and has twice affirmed its view on the subject, and as the details 
of the Bill have been considered at length, I do not propose to say any¬ 
thing more in commendation of the motion which I now make. 

Mr. President : The question is. : 

‘ 1 That the Bill, as amended, be passed. ” 

Colonel J. D. Crawford (Bengal : European) : Mr. President, I feel 
that this is an issue upon which we Europeans should be very largely 
influenced by the views of our Hindu and Mussulman friends. We be¬ 
long to a religion so' small in numbers that it is as regards the protago¬ 
nists in this miserable communal strife—where . men hate one another 
for the love of God—a mere bystander. Yet we cannot escape the re¬ 
actions arising from so much bitterness. 

The opinion of my group is that this Bill, which is supported—as 
it seems—by most of the members of both communities and., which we 
welcome as an instalment, is hardly likely to prove adequate to the task. 
The scurrilous organs which foster communal hatred in this country are 
already well-prepared to evade the provisions of this Bill. We are 
concentrating our attention on the individuals ostensibly responsible, who 
are made liable to fine or imprisoninent or both. Now that may have 
the effect of making editors of reputable papers, very cautious in the 
articles and news they publish j we know that it is the opinion of a 
number of Members of this'House who are Journalists' and .therefore 
competent to judge that it mayr impose a heavy ; burden on editors who 
make an error of .judgment or whose news-editors make an error of 
judgment. I hope that ihay not be the case, and I think the wording 
of the measure, since amendment by the Select Committee “ Deliberately 
and Maliciously ” will have made that danger remote. 

But what I ain uncertain about is whether the individuals whom this 
measure is designed to catch—those who with deliberate and malicious 
intent outrage religious feelings will be caught in the meshes of our net. 
Those malicious individuals may not be the ostensible editors or proprietors 
of the paper : they may not ostensibly control its. policy. 

As a matter of fact it is by no means an uncommon event that the 
nominal editor of a paper is not the true editor and still more often he 
does not control the policy of the paper. A dummy editor may be paid to 
run the risk of imprisonment and it may'be agreed'that his fines are to 
be paid by the real controlling power. Some Honourable Members may say 
that such cases are not common : perhaps they are not, but it is precisely 
against those exceptional individuals, those few propagators of communal 
hatred, that this Bill is directed. I know that the average newspaper m 
India is not edited by a nonentity whose function it is to be ready to go to 
jail—but then I am glad to think that it is not the average newspaper, 
pamphlet or book that we are legislating against. 

My remedy for this problem is that this Bill should, have been or 
another should be directed against the press itself. The guilty party may 
be difficult to find ; your editorship may be, as I have suggested, 
nominal ; responsibility for the offence may be divided, but your press is 
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always there. It is my belief that if we provided that the penalty for 
printing inflammatory propaganda should be the confiscation of the press 
used, you would make the suppression of this kind of offence simpler and 
more effective. By a legal fiction and action may be brought for damage 
against a ship herself for the offence which she is held to have committed : 
2 would treat a press in the same way. I agree that the owner of the press 
may not in every case be the original conspirator, but you cannot attempt 
to find, even if it were right to punish, the individual in whose mind the 
idea first occurred of committing the offence. You will be wise to confine 
yourself to dealing with the overt act. 

I make this suggestion because I feel that the Government of India 
3 p is not taking sufficiently active measures to sup¬ 

press the forces of discord. His Excellency the 
Viceroy made a very fine and a very moving appeal, and I believe" that 
the leaders to whom he then addressed himself are prepared to do their 
best to bring about that atmosphere of conciliation and compromise which is 
essential. It is they alone who can—if anyone can—make the right at¬ 
mosphere .for peace. But they are entitled to ask of Governments that it 
shall maintain order and suppress disorder while they are striving to 
establish the spirit of peace. Suppression is obviously not enough in itself 
but it is a first essential and is the particular task of Government. 

. So far from there being at the moment any improvement in the 
communal situation, it appears to an outsider to be getting worse. , Since 
the Viceroy’s recent speech we have had serious riots in Nagpur and 
Bareilly and Sholapur, in this mornings telegrams I read that the autho¬ 
rities had to take special measures at Ahmedabad and Karachi. Until 
now the trouble has been in the main confined to the towns, but with so 
much inflammable material lying about it might at any moment spread 
to the villages. I confess to an anxiety lest at any moment a general 
outbreak may occur involving a whole province, and should that pro¬ 
vince be anywhere near the Frontier the consequences might be extremely 
grave. 

I hope that this suggestion will appeal to the responsible leader's in this 
House. I read that the unity board in Cawnpore proposes to take upon 
itself the duty of censoring the local papers. Although I can hardly 
approve on principle to the usurpation of one of the'functions of Gov¬ 
ernment by an unauthorised body, however responsible and high-minded, 
I welcome it as a genuine effort on the part of communal leaders to re¬ 
move one of the causes and sources of unrest, and I feel that this action 
on the part of the Cawnpore Board implies a rebuke to the Government 
of India for not having adopted sterner and severer methods to maintain, 
or rather I might snyj tb re-establish that peace in India which is so 
earnestly desired by all men of good will. 

*Maulvi Badi-uz-Zaman (Bhagalpur Division : Muhammadan) : Sir, 
I thank you for this opportunity. I have listened to the speeches delivered 
by the Honourable Members of this noiue but I have not found any cogent 
reason against the parsing of .this Bill. Some Honourable Hindu Members 
do hot want the Bill because it is the result of a demand ‘on the part of 
Muhammadans. (An Honourable Member : “ That is not so.”) That 
was apparent from the speech delivered by my Honourable friend Mr. 
Araar Nath Dutt, and some others characterised it as a Muslim Bill. But 
my submission is that this Bill is not a [Muslim Bill. It seeks to protect 

* Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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the honour not only: of- Islam but of all other religions also,' and it is 
therefore a protection for all communities and not for the Muhammadans 
only. Therefore, I think that this argument has no foundation ; I am 
rather inclined to think that it is a wholly sentimental argument inspired 
by communal bias. ’ 

Then, Sir, some Honourable Hindu Members of the House," who sup¬ 
port the decision of the Lahore High Court as delivered by Justice Dalip 
Singh, are of opinion that the existing law is inadequate to deal with 
cases of the nature with reference to which this Biilis being passed. I' 
do not understand this mentality. If the existing law is inadequate "then 
it is all the more necessary that another law ought to be passed .to deal 
with such cases. Sir, I share the view of some Honourable Members who 
are of opinion that the existing law would be quite adequate but for the' 
eurious judgment of the Lahore High Court in the case of Rajpal delivered 
by Justice Dalip Singh. . > : 

Then, Sir, it has been said that the proposed measure tends to affect 
the liberty of' the’Pressh I do not understand how it affects the Mbjerty 
of the Press. The scope of the Bill has bepn sufficiently'"narrowed down 
in the Select Committee and It now giyes fair and adequate protection 
to fair criticism. There must be some limit to the liberty we can allow. 
If [he liberty of tlm Press remits ip dif?hoqpst fVhd mischievous activities, 

• if the Press does anything wrqqg, if it dishp.ppstjy PI tnplicieiflsly attapbs 
qpy religion or the fowptjtepp or paints thereof, there is up regsop iyhy tj}g 
prpss should pot bp punmbefi; §«*, if TllUbpatipn of the P.rRphpf gnd other 
sacred personages meqqs fgir critipism : I would not tqleratp if tp tgat 
extent. But I submit that' that as npt ’ fair criticism but q vicious and 
abpminahle prime lyjiich must be sfppped at pncp, 

Sir, the object of this legislatipn is to deter dishonest and malicious 
attacks on religion and religious beliefs which may lead to serious conse¬ 
quences. Therefore, in view of the serious situation which has been creatpd- 
in the country I think it is the duty of the House to pass the Bill without 
further delay. With these' remarks, .£j[r ? f support the motion of the 
Honourable the Home Member that the' Bill be. passed, (Applause.) . 

Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed Rajan Bakhsh Shah (South-West 
Punjab : Muhammadan) : Delivered’a speech in Urdu,' a.'translation of 
which will be published as an Appendix* to the proceedings of the 20th 
September 1927.' _ . 

JYTr. Gaya Rrapad gfingh (Muzaffarpnr cum Champaran : .Npn- 
Muhammpdai}) : Sir' I do not want to'give a silent vote on this Bill. At 
the outset, t inu^f make my position perfectly clear, by stating [hat as a 
true Hindu 1 am opposed to any spufrjlpus specqh oy writing heijlg infjqlged 
in by the followers of one faith against tfe founder or, lrply persopage 
of any other faith or religion, ft pains me. Sir, to see that a man profes¬ 
sing theqaipefel^^^ which "f hold sp deaf to 'myself, should have ‘so,-far. 
lapsed‘from hisj sense of’culture as to’revile fjiq founder of Is|am. In tins 
connection, I haye no hesitation in endorsing whole hparfedly the Resolii-. 
tion which was passed by. the Working Committep of the Hipdu Ijlaha-.- 
sabha at'.Benpres ip Aygust last,.' The Resolution was as follows 

. The Working Committee of the Hindu Mahnsabha strongly condemns the attacks’ 
rnade by followers o[ one religion .on Avatars, prophets, founders and objects of wor- 
B ) L ‘P or • reverence' of another religion, and calls upon leaders of publie'opinion of all' 
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communities and well-wishers of the country to use their influence fo discourage sueit 
aUeeks and prevent their circulation to the full extent of their power. The Com¬ 
mittee wishes to draw the attention of all concerned do the fact that n person who attacks 
eithei a religion or apj outstanding personality connected with the religion sets an 
evil example and provokes counter-attacks upon his own religion or religious heads.” ' 

Sir, T should also like to r.efer to the statement which was made by Rajpal 
tyhen he came to know that the feelings of our Muhammadan friends had 
been greatly outraged by his pamphlet. This is what he said : 

“ If any words of jniue cap soothe the feelings of my Moslem brethren, I assure 
thern that X respect their sent intouts no less than X do mine. J have no idea of bringing 
out another edition of the Ran'gila Rasul, even though the Jaw does not stand in the way 
of my doing so. In fact I stopped selling it as soon as I was told that some Moslems 
felt offended at its publication. This was done before any action was taken or even 
contemplated by Government.” 

Sir, it will be conceded jtlint this was the only hppoxirable course left to 
the author of the pamphlet to undo ids mischief, and if pughi to havp been 
accepted by our Moslem friends, Bpt & spirit of yipflietiyeqps? >yas 
abroad ; and an Agitation was set afoot whose yirplepee did pot spaye fivpn 
the Bench .of the Punjab High Court.' (A% JlonmwbU jkember ■ 
no ■”). 'Mr. Justice Hal ip Singh oame in for » good, depl pf adyerao and 
undeserved cfrilieism fpr having done what he conceived! to bp his di4y 
according to the light of his judicial conscience. 

Sir, the Bill as it was originally introduced by Goyerpjnent was p very 
unacceptable measure, and I am surprised to see'that ‘some of the non- 
official leaders in this House should have given their unstinted support to 
it even ip that form. But I gladly peeogpjzp that tlip Bijl as, it has 
emerged out of the Select Committee is shorn of much of its objectionable 
features. There are, however, still one or two points in it which I am 
unable to accept. The Bill creates a new offence, and acts as a menace to 
the liberty of thought and expression. Its net is cast too wide, and it 
piay also include within its scope many innocent men, such as the printer 
or publisher of a pamphlet. Sir, I will refer to one quotation from flic 
Sia+estnan of Calcutta, which in its issue dated 9tli September speaks ns 
follows : 

“ No measure more out of harmony with the Viceroy’s speech, none more difficult 
to justify in the light of modem thought, could well bo placed no Jlic Ptatuta book. 
The plain fact is that the Government has lost its head in face of a riotous agitatipjl, 
and lias been followed in that course by a hasty Assembly, which in this matter is 
plainly misrepresenting any Indian opinion that finds voice iji life most influential 
organs of the native owned Press. It would hb a tragedy without measure if at the 
beginnings of popular grneminent in Ifidia, the Legislatures, under the encouragement 
of the Government, were to use tlieir powers to suppress liberty of thought, speech 
and writing, and were to crowd the Penal Code with new offences conceived in the 
ppirit of the Spanish Inquisition. ’ ? * 

Sir, these are not my words. I regret that the amendment to make it n 
temporary measure, to remain in force for a limited time, say three year-, 
has failed. The present phase of communal trouble which gives rise to 
such writings or speeches may be, after all. a passing phase. It may be 
followed, ns we all hope and trust, by an era of pence and good will. 
(Applause). I am opposcd ? Sir, to the permanent retention of this 
measure on the Statute-book, I also do not agree with the provision Hint 
the offence should be made non-bailnble, and the right to initiate proceed- 
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ings should rest exclusively with, the • Government! for in the| words of 
my Honourable friend Mr. Kelkar in his minute of dissent : - . 

‘ ‘ some sections of society who are less clamorous and turbulent are likely to be denied, 
the use of the remedy under this Bill, and their virtue may be penalized, though thoy 
would be equally entitled to judicial relief with any other section of the society.” 

I am afraid, Sir, that this power is likely to he abused ; and in actual 
practice, it is neither the Hindus nor the Muhammadans that are likely to 
■benefit, but the Christian missionaries who vilify both the Hindu and the 
Muhammadan religions and their holy personages in unmeasured terms 
with impunity (cries of “ No, no ”). . , - • 

With these few words, I beg to oppose the passage of this Bill. 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury (Assam : Muhammadan) : I rise; 
Sir, not to discuss the merits or the demerits of this Bill, but to condemn, 
the manner in which certain amendments have been’moved in this:House. 
One particular Member in trying to ; make ah exhibition-, of his sense of 
humour or the want of. it, did not' spare even what he referred-to as ‘ ‘ the 
Prophet of the Muhammadans.” This 'flingat the Prophet, this attempt 
at buffoonery'at his expense, reveals a mentality which is, to' say the. least; 
most deplorable. It betrays a taste which is more reminiscent of slums 
and gutters than of decent society. <: V , ••• • > 3 y-.; 

- Mr. President : Order,. order. .We are dealing with the Bill, not 
with the particular Member. ' ' ' , '*/ ' • ', r ■ 

’ Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Let him haye his full say; 

Mr. President : If the cap fits the Honourable Member he might wear 
it. ' 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury : Sir, it is a matter of gratification 
that this House treated these vapourings with the ■' contempt that they 
deserved. But, Sir, I would say at the same time that it is a shame 
and disgrace that the President of the Congress, for whose fairness and 
sense of justice. I have got the highest respect and admiration, should have 
permitted a Member of his Party to move an amendment like that. It is 
a pity that it escaped your vigilant eye, Sir. 

Munshi Iswar Saran (Lucknow Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, I do not wish to speak about this Bill from the. 

Mr. President Then, the Honourable Member need not rise. It is 
the Bill that is under consideration. The Honourable Member said that 
he does not wish to speak on this Bill ; if that is his position, he need not 
rise. 

Munshi Iswar Saran : May I say, with the most profound respect, 
that if I had been allowed to complete the sentence, the Chair would not 
have been put to the inconvenience of getting up to reprimand me. 

I Laughter.) 

1 , Sir, I do not wish to speak' about this Bill from the point of view 
either-of a Hindu or of a Muhammadan. Unfortunately the issues have 
been clouded' -and - a great deal of heat has been introduced into this con¬ 
troversy. When you will find.this Act. on the Statute-book it null have 
™ he ndministefed-'agaihst-a Hinduyagainst. a-_ Muhammadan, against, a. 
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Christian, against a Parsee. The religion of the person will not matter ; 
'what will matter will be the offence that will be committed by him. 

Before I proceed further, I wish to say that there was one remark 
of the Honourable the Home Member which I was unable to understand. 
The Honourable the Home Member, in his speech which was more short 
than sweet, said that the House having accepted the principle of this Bill 
on two occasions it should now pass it. I venture to think that he re¬ 
ferred to the reference of this Bill to the Select Committee and then he 
referred to the question that the Bill be taken into consideration. Both 
these propositions having been accepted by the House, the Honourable 
the Home Member has told us—and we have to accept his authority, 
because his authority is great—that we cannot after that reject the* Bill. 
Are we to understand, Sir, that if a Bill is referred to a Select Committee 
and if after that it is taken into consideration, the House then is divested 
of its right to reject it ? ( Some Honourable Members : “ No ”.) 

Mr. President : The Honourable the Home Member is not entitled 
to la}' down the law on the subject. The Honourable Member is per¬ 
fectly entitled to- oppose the Bill. 

Munshi Iswar Saran : If T had not made this submission, we would 
not have been fortunate to get this authoritative ruling “from the Chair. 
(Laughter.) 

Sir, Colonel Crawford spoke on behalf of the European community ; 
he might have disappointed anybody else, but he did not disappoint me. 
What Colonel Crawford said was “ We want more stern measures in 
order to maintain peace in this country.” If Colonel Crawford and 
others of his way of thinking had their own way, I suppose we would 

have “ martial law and no d-d nonsense.” Colonel Crawford 

represents that class and it is very good that from time to time he reminds 
us of the existence of his class in this country. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Does not the country require him and his class 1 

Munshi Iswar Saran : My country may not require him, but my 
Honourable friend Mr. Kabeer-ud-Din Ahmed does. Colonel Crawford 
unconsciously supported those of us who are not enthusiastic about this 
Bill. He said in effect. “ Yes, the honest editor, the cautious editor, may 
have very good cause to fear the consequences of this measure, but as 
far as the dummy editors arc concerned, the men who are put up for a 
few rupees to insult either this religion or that, will remain untouched ”. 

I submit, Sir. that is exactly the position which we take. What I submit 
is that a man who is deliberately out to insult any religion or to insult any 
religious teacher, would not care very much for the measures that the 
House is about to pass to-day. It is only the expression of honest opinion 
on religious questions which in my humble opinion will be greatly ham¬ 
pered by the existence of this measure on tire Statute-book. If you will 
he pleased, Sir, to refer to the law in England, you will find that it has 
undergone various changes, and now it lias been authoritatively held in 
England in a case which is reported in 48 Law Times at page 739. the 
name of the case being Rex v. Ram*ey and Foote, where Lord Coleridge 
distinctly laid down this rule : 

“ Tf the decencies of controversy are observed, even the fundamentals of reli¬ 
gion inny be attached without a person being guilty of blasphemous libel.” 


r 
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I submit, Sir, that we shall only get the true perspective of this Bill if 
we clivest our minds of a great deal of prejudice that has been created. 
It is not a Hindu attacking a Muhammadan or a Muhammadan attacking 
a Hindu. I shall ask the House to bear in mind the case of a Hindu 
expressing views about the faith of the vast majority of his own co¬ 
religionists. Take, for instance, the case of an Arya Samajist who 
attacks idol worship. His attack may be right or it may be wrong. 
Please do not imagine that this measure will come into operation only 
when the. trouble is between one religion and another. This Bill may 
come into operation even when a man of the same religion expresses views 
about certain doctrines with which he does not agree. Taking the 
Muhammadan religion, there are certain Muhammadan dissenters who 
may express views which may be unpalatable to the vast majority of their 
co-religionists. What will happen then ? Take the Shiahs and the 
Sunnis. I submit to this House with all respect that this question has 
to be looked at not from the point of view of the Hindu religion or the 
Muhammadan religion. It should be remembered that it is a piece of 
legislation which is being enacted and which will apply not only when 
there is a question between a Hindu v. a. Muhammadan or vice' versa, but 
vvhich will apply to any case where there is attack on any religion, either 
by a man who professes that religion or some other religion. The House 
will notice that this measure has been disapproved of not only by Hindus— 
unfortunately it has become a Hindu-Muhammadan question—-but even 
by non-Hindus, by Christians and by those who cannot, be accused of any 
Hindu bias. Now, if you accept the submission which I have made, then 
I venture to hope that the House will agree with me that this is a very 
severe, a very drastic—I shall not use a stronger word—measure which 
is being put on the Statute-book. 

Take, now, Sir, the provision that the Select Committee rightly in¬ 
corporated in one of the clauses, namely, that this was a bailable offence. 
The House has made it non-bailable. It is rather difficult to understand 
the distinction between this measure and section 295 of the Indian Penal 
Code. I submit that if you look at it dispassionately, not from the point 
of view of a Muhammadan or a Hindu or from the point of view of a 
partisan, you will find that in substance there is no difference between 
the two provisions. Section 295 of the Indian Penal Code runs as follows : 

“ Whoever destroys, damages or defiles any place of worship or any object held 
sacred by any class of persons with the intention of thereby insulting the religion 
of any class of persons or with the knowledge that any class of persons is likely to 
consider such destruction, damage or defilement as an insult to their religion, shall 
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 
to two years, or with fine, or with both. ’ ’ 

This is a bailable offence. As I haA-e already submitted, there is no 
difference in principle between the two offences. 

I shall only express the hope that very soon our feelings will become 
normal and we shall bring in a measure not to amend but to remove this 
objectionable measure from the Statute-book. And I do sincerely hope 
that the Local Governments will administer this measure in the spirit in 
which it ought to he administered. I do also hope that my Honourable 
friend Mr. Neogy’s apprehensions that Local Governments will not be 
guided by just considerations will prove unfounded. 
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Mr. K. C. Neogy : They have not been in the past ! 

Mtmshi Iswar Saran : I do hope that Local Governments will hold 
the balance even and will see that prosecutions are very seldom 
launched under this Act, because it has to be remembered that in order 
that our thought may advance and in-order that there may be no impedi¬ 
ment to the progress of religious ideas, there should be no bar on free 
thought and discussion. It will be useful if this measure will be used as 
sparingly as possible. 

Mr. T. Prakasam (Bast Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I rise to oppose the passing of tins Bill. 
At the very outset I may say that the opposition to this Bill is not with a 
view to prevent redress which my Muhammadan brethren are anxious to 
get by way of punishing those who had attacked in the past the Muham¬ 
madan religion or the founder of the religion, the Prophet. If, as I thought, 
the object of the Bill was to give redress by way of providing penalties 
•against such attacks, I should have expected the Government to make the 
provisions of this Bill more clear and more definite. They abandoned that 
course altogether and they have framed a section which applies not only 
to such specific cases, but to so many other general bona fide criticisms that 
might be brought under the Act. That is the chief complaint of mine 
before the House. This is an extraordinary piece of legislation under¬ 
taken by the Government, no doubt under difficult circumstances, when 
communal riots are going on and when they, as well as the leaders of the 
communities concerned, are anxious to put a stop to these disturbances and 
bring about a unity between the warring communities. 

Now, Sir. there is section 298 of the Indian Penal Code. My conten¬ 
tion is that that section would have been quite sufficient to bring all the 
offenders within the clutches of the law and punish them. Of course, one 
of the learned Judges of the High Court of Lahore pointed out that the 
law was defective as was understood by him. My submission is that that 
learned Judge is one of so many Judges who have erred in interpreting 
the Jaw. My Honourable friend Mr. Kaberuddin Ahmed is always happy 
and he always laughs. I can only point out that section 29.8 of the 
Indian Penal Code lays down that whenever anyone deliberately wounds 
the religious feelings of any person or any class he should be tried and 
sentenced) to one year’s imprisonment. That is the section. ( Official 
Members : “ No ”.) I hear the cries of “ No ”, but. perhaps the word 
“ class ” is not there. I take it. Sir, that the word “ religion ” is not 
there ; I take it that the word “ prophet ” or the “ founder of any 
religion ” is not to be found in the section. But how else can religious 
feelings of individuals be wounded, if it cannot be done by attacking the 
religion or the founder himself. It is a matter of ordinary common sense 
with regard to the interpretation of law ; one need not know much of law. 
Whoever attacks a religion or a founder wounds the religious feelings of 
that society. lie is guilty under section 298. With regard to that section, 
my submission is that the Government has been during the last five years, 
ever since these communal riots started, between the devil and the deep 
sea. They did not know what to do. Interference in these matins would 
perhaps make the public feel that they were interfering in religions matters. 
They were not able to lay their hands upon the provisions of law with 
courage and approach the matter and get at the offenders and put them 
on their trial and convict them. As I said on another occasion, these 
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communal riots started just at a time -when it was very'Helpful to Gov¬ 
ernment with regard to putting a stop to the great non-co-operation move¬ 
ment. Four years have elapsed now. Day after day, month after month, 
year after year 1 , there have been riots, but what steps had been taken with 
regard to prosecutions under section 298 or section 153A of the Indian 
Penal Code ? 

Sir, no doubt prosecutions have been launched under the general 
provisions of riot, murder and other offences, and people had been sentenc¬ 
ed. Not one step had been taken bj^ the Government with, regard to this 
matter of wounding religious feelings at least to the extent to which they 
could have gone. Of course, the question of insulting the Prophet came 
only very recently, and I do not say that they were not justified in attempt¬ 
ing to remedy the defect in the law as was pointed out. But, the law as 
it stands has been quite sufficient to meet these eases also. . Now, what is. 
it that they have marked out in new section 295A ? They have added the 
word “ religion ”, they have added the word “ class ”. The singular 
includes the plural in law. Now, by merely adding the word “ religion ” 
or the word 1 ‘ class ’ ’, you have not in any way improved the position at all. 
Again, Sir, the Select Committee, on which many of my distinguished 
friends sat, have added the two words before the word “ intention ”, 
namely, “ deliberately and maliciously ”. I spent a good part of my.life 
in the jugglery of the law in the law courts. ‘ The word “ intention ” is 
a plain honest word. Whoever intends to commit a crime comes within 
the purview of the law.- The words “ deliberately intends with malicious 
intention ” are added. Wliat. is “ malice ” ? Where is it defined ? You 
have to go back only to civil law to know what is meant by “ malicious ”, 
“ Constructive malice ”, “ legal malice “ actual malice ” and all sorts 
of speculation have been gone through by the learned Judges who were 
called upon to interpret that word and any indirect motive was held to 
constitute a malice. How does it make any difference from intention, I 
am not able to understand. I do not understand the diffei'ence between 
intention and deliberate' intention. Having made that j>rovision, they 
satisfied themselves that, this section would cover only those cases where 
a prophet is attacked or a religion is attacked, maliciously and deliberately 
with dishonest intention. My submission is that it is not only such class 
of cases that would be brought within the mischief of this section. Prom 
my 25 years’ experience as an advocate or pleader, I could tell you that 
so much mischief was done on the interpretation that was put by the 
great, great judges or learned advocates like my Honourable friend Mr. 
S. Srinivasa Iyengar on the word “ intention ”. How many people had 
been hanged, how many innocent people had been hanged—(Laughter)— 
how many guilty persons had been acquitted ? 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
On a point of personal explanation, ' Sir. I never had to construe the 
meaning of the word “ intention ” in any case. 

Mr. T, Prakasam : I did not mean any offence to my leader. I 
thought he would take it in the spirit in which I mentioned it. 

Mr S. Srinivasa Iyengar : I never had to appear in that class of 
“^nteriig er ?, ^ was ne<J essary to construe the meaning of the word 
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Mr. T. Prakasam : As has been..pointed out by my Honourable 
friend who spoke before me, this section might apply to so many oilier 
classes of offences, not as between Hindus and Mussalmans alone, but it 
may be as between Hindus a'nd the Christian missionaries. Allow me to 
tell the Honourable Members of this House that in flie hamlet of one 
village in one of my districts nearly as many as 300 people who belonged 
to the panchama class and who formed all the population of that hamlet 
had been converted in one moment by one Christian missionary. Conver¬ 
sions to Christianity are going on on a very large scale in the southern 
part of India. May I point out to my Honourable Mussalman friends, who 
seem to be labouring under a misapprehension, that they are very much 
mistaken in thinking that those of us "who are opposing this measure are 
having any idea against their own beliefs or ideas ? That is not, so. This 
section is a very mischievous measure. As this measure is worked out in 
future—I only hope I will live to see it—you will find that this section 
will be applied in a most mischievous manner as regards the granting of 
sanctions for prosecution and with regard to prosecution itself. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : You can amend the Act later on. 

Mr. T. Prakasam : My Honourable friend says we can amend this 
Act later on. We are all sent here to legislate laws for our countrymen. 
Why not prevent instead of amending ? I hope my Honourable friend 
will be able to amend the law before it is too late. I submit that this is a 
measure which would apply not only as between Hindus and Mussnhnans, 
as is very much misunderstood now, hut it would also apply to every 
other community. Who are the persons after all that would accord sanc¬ 
tion for prosecution ? There was an amending clause tabled here that 
the authority to accord sanction for prosecution should not vest solely in 
Government. That was voted down. Who arc the persons that grant- 
sanctions generally ? We know who would be approached in Local Gov¬ 
ernments for sanction to prosecute. Who is the officer approached ? What 
is the judgment of that officer ? Again, Sir, who are the Judges that hear 
these cases ? In India, one cannot say that a Hindu would be a Judge 
to hear disputes relating to Hindus alone. When communal differences 
and dissensions arise, when prosecutions are started under the existing 
law, an Englishman might be the Judge, a Hindu might be the Judge, 
a Mussalman might be the Judge, a Christian might be the Judge or a 
person belonging to any other community might be the Judge. What is 
it that this Judge can possibly understand with regard to these disputes 
as between two different religions ? The Judge belongs only to one 
faith, one religion. It would he very difficult for the Judge to decide 
aright. II it is a bailable offence or if it is nn offence which is compound- 
able, it will be a matter as between the communities affected. Certainly 
there must be a prosecution. If there is no provision in the law for 
compounding, there will necesssarily he a conviction. But my submission 
is that it must be left to the leaders of the communities ultimately to 
decide whether it is a ease in which the man should be convicted or whether 
the matter should he adjusted between the communities theni'-ehc . T 
sueirest this course because it is a matter which relates to criticism against 
a religion or against religious feelings of any particular individual or 
the founder of a religion. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : In the meantime we will murder each other. 
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Mr. T. Prakasam : As regards killing each other, my Honourable 
friend has been on very safe ground. He has never killed another, noi 
has he got himself killed. He lias never been in the fighting line where 
these riots take place. He has never given one blow, noi' has lie received 
any. According to nay conception, the manner in which these riots should 
have been approached by ourselves or by the Government is quite different. 
According to me, at the very first instant of. an outbreak of a riot, the 
Government or tlie leaders should jump into the breach and. should take 
the necessary steps to put a stop to the whole thing. They must, also 
attempt to settle disputes from time to time. If only the Government had 
done this, there would have been no trouble at all. Yon will pardon me, 
Sir, when I refer to the incident at Multan where you were also present. 
You were present at that time when the first riot occurred. You went 
from door to door, you yourself heard the tales of Woe narrated by some 
of the ladies from within closed doors. What happened in Multan ? My 
Honourable friend Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and my friend Hakim 
Ajmal Khan went to Multan and tried their best to bring about a com¬ 
promise in the first instance. All of us were present at the first trip. But 
the second time when they were there with a view'to bring about a settle¬ 
ment between the Hindus and Mussalmans, who was responsible for not- 
allowing that to be clone 1 It was one of the Government officers who was 
responsible for the break down. They were prevented fi'om bringing about 
a compromise. That was the first attempt in which they failed. Since 
then so many riots have occurred. Sir, I would like to point out that 
these riots, these disturbances, could have been quelled completely if the 
Government had had a heart and if the Government had had a soul and 
had jumped into the breach between the two communities and had dope 
their best to give relief to those who suffered and endeavoured to settle 
the differences. What suffering there was,.what losses there were}!, And 
what redress was given by the Government by way at least of temporary 
relief to those who had suffered ? Nothing has been done, up till now, and 
that is why I submit the question of disturbances ought to be approached 
both by the Government and by the leaders of the country in quite a 
different spirit,. I now see after living to this stage that the Government 
have at last realised their past error and that they are anxious to bring 
about a better state of things. Anything that they do will be welcome 
in the country and also by the leaders of the communities who have been 
so anxious to give full co-operation to the Government with regard to these 
matters. Therefore, Sir, this measure is unnecessary. It really interferes 
with the freedom of speech, with the freedom of the Press, with the liberty 
of person and the liberty of property also. That has been pointed out 
by my Honourable friend Mr. K. C. Eoy, but because it is a journalist’s 
opinion it was considered not to be of sufficient importance. And my 
Honourable friend Colonel Crawford wants to have another piece of legis¬ 
lation specially against the Press. Well, I have been in charge of a press 
also during the last 6 years and I know what trouble we are having even 
■without your Acts and your legislation, without these prosecutions. What 
trouble are we having even to-day ? The press which I control is under 
u> ban of the Madras Government even now. It is no good yonv enacting 
n provision which will cover the whole ground and bi’ing about the p ro- 
nV innocent people. I do not charge the heads of Government 
y-, these Proseentions. I may say at once it is not the Governor, the 
oi the Honourable the Some Member that would be directly 
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responsible for these prosecutions. We know who gives those opinions, 
how that gels the seal of the Government and the whole prosecution is 
started under the authority and in the dignified name of the State, and 
how poor individuals have to go through it all, and it is very rarely that 
a person escapes at the hands of the Magistrate of the Judge under the 
present constitution and the system of government in this country. So. 
Sir, 1 oppose the passing of this measure. 

Sir Hari Singh Goui* : I cannot permit this measure to pass out 
of our hands without informing this House as to the very great constitu¬ 
tional change that this law embodies. Frequent references have been 
made on both sides of the House, by the Honourable the Home Member 
in his opening speech as well as by Honourable Members on this side 
of the House, to the English law of blasphemy and blasphemous libel ; but 
may I remind the Honourable the Home Member and the Honourable 
Members who have followed suit that the English law cannot be compar¬ 
ed to the Indian law, because under the English law the King is the 
Defender of the Faith and under the Established Church it is the duty of 
King and Parliament to protect the Protestant Church, and all the laws 
that have been made with that object in view ? But is that the position 
of the Government of India ? Arc the Government of India the defender 
of the faith or of any faith in this countrj' ? I submit, Sir, they are the 
defender of peace and not the defender of faith, and consequently the 
law that they are entitled to enact should have been directed against 
the breach of public peace. 

Even in England with the growth of the Constitution and the multi¬ 
plication of the dissenting sects the English law, which was originally in¬ 
tended to protect the Protestant Church, has been widened so as to pro¬ 
tect the people against cracking each other’s heads. In the numerous 
Statutes which Honourable Members will find regulating the course of 
religious debates in England, all that the English law aims at at the pre¬ 
sent moment is the preservation of public peace. I have in my hand, 
Sir, a reference to no less than eight English Statutes, and what is the 
summary of them all ? The summary of them all is that these Statutes 
have all been enacted with the object of preventing disturbances in 
churches, disturbing dissenting congregations, obstructing or assaulting 
a clergyman or other minister in the discharge of his duties, protecting 
church windows, and quarrelling , chiding or brawling, smiting or laying 
violent hands on a consecrated place. That is the present English law. 
My submission, therefore, is that when the Honourable the Home Member 
refers to the English law in support of this Bill. I submit he is referring 
first of all to a wrong system of law because that law is radically inap¬ 
plicable to the Indian constitution ; and in the second place, even if it 
were to furnish any analog}' for the enactment of a law in this country, 
that law is now limited and confined to the preservation of public peace. 
If, Sir. the Honourable the Ilome Member hod come here with a Bill 
to preserve the public peace in matters religious and spiritual. I am per¬ 
fectly certain that this side of the House would not have offered the op¬ 
position at every stage to which this Bill has been subjected. Sir. I re¬ 
gret that the Honourable the Home Member did not think it right to 
add a small clause to section 10S of the Criminal Procedure Code which 
deals with cognate offences. "We have there the offence of sedition, that 
is. seditious libel. AVe have there an offence punishable under section 
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153A, that is, offences of one class against another. If a clause had been 
added there for the purpose.of bringing in religious disturbance of public 
peace, I have no doubt that that section would have amply met 
the reqiurements of the present case and nobod} 7 ’ would have- had any 
serious objection to the Government introducing a clause in the Code 
of Criminal Procedure. But as it is ive are asked to add one more offence 
to the substantive criminal law of this country, and I am certain that 
those who feel that the immediate cause of this legislation will be satis¬ 
fied will very soon discover that either this law is a dead letter of that 
it will be applied in cases to which it was never intended by the Legisla¬ 
ture that it should be applicable. Let me give an. instance. No doubt 
the Select Committee have greatly improved the language of section 
295, but what remains ? I will ask any Honourable .Member to give nic 
in very clear and intelligent language the meaning of the following words. 
What is the meaning of the words “ religious belief ” ? 'Now, Sir, so far 
as Hindus are concerned their social structure and religious system are 
interwoven, and what is a social matter to an Englishman is, a matter, of 
religious belief to a Hindu. The result is that matters of social reform; 
matters in which a person directs criticism against a purely, social insti¬ 
tution, are apt to come within the four corners of section 295A ; and then, 
as I pointed out on the last occasion,, it is-not merely a case of Hindus 
versus Muhammadans, but it is a case of 'Muhammadans versus Muham¬ 
madans and Hindus versus Hindus. 

We have in our community no less than 200 odd sects, and the 
Muhammadans have got half as many._ And 
4 F,M ‘ what will be the result ? The result would be 

that small sub-sects, attacking ,the other sub-sects, on a purely religious 
controversy, though It may not endangertlie public peace, .becaiise en¬ 
dangering the public peace is not a part of the offence, but it is merely 
the carrying on of a religious controversy with'the malicious intention 
described in section 295A that is germane to the constitution of the 
offence—now, suppose that the two sub-sects, are, carrying on a peace¬ 
ful controversy, but each one is fired by religious rancour and we all 
know that there is such a thing as odium ilieologicum. Li religious 
matters people lose their heads and they talk in a language which they 
may not in their cooler moments employ. Now, suppose we have contro¬ 
versies of that character. They do not endanger the public' peace. 
Would not the Local Government be justified—any Local Govern¬ 
ment that reads the Act, would be justified in prosecuting one sect, 
against the other. And: whom will it prosecute ? Both classes are fight¬ 
ing witli each other, we will assume, for the possession of a banner, or 
for tlie, right of precedence in a religious procession, each 
one claiming to receive that precedence from the founder of the faith or 
from one of the spiritual vicegerents of that faith upon the earth. AVliat 
will be the position ? The position would be that both these classes 
which are fighting with each other for a purely civil right of precedence 
and possession, will be prosecuted under this section. 

Mr- K.. Ahmed : No, under section 144. 
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Sir Harf Singh Gour : I therefore submit that this section, enacted 
though it be for the purpose of preserving the public peace, will defeat 
the very purpose for which it has been enacted. Take the other side of 
the case. We have been referred to dummy editors. Well, Sir, we know 
these dummy editors. One comes in and the other goes out, and we have 
something like 10 or 14 editors in succession swearing to be the editor 
of a newspaper or the publisher of a newspaper. What will be the result ? 
Will you be able to deal with them ? You will not be able to deal witli 
them at all, and the instrument or dissemination of objectionable litera¬ 
ture would still remain in the possession of the mischief-makers, where¬ 
as if you resorted to the preventive procedure laid down in the Code of 
Criminal Procedure you would have immediately laid hand, your heavy 
hand, upon the printing press that is disseminating the objectionable 
literature or upon the conductors of that newspaper, and at the «ame 
time your action would have been justified, because it was preventive 
and not punitive. I therefore submit that on every ground—the ground 
of first principles, the ground of public expediency and the ground of 
impracticability—this piece of legislation is ill-conceived.- 

One word and I have done. I do hope that the Honourable the 
Home Member who has been all along supporting the recommendations 
of the Select Committee will stick to his guns and stand, by the decision 
of the Select Committee. We find in section 295 of the Indian Penal 
Code, which has been read to the House, the offence, which is a far more 
serious offence, is bailable, and this new offence now intended to be 
created by section 295xi is made non-bailable. The Honourable the 
Home Member interjected a remark when one of us spoke at an earlier 
stage of the debate, that section 295 dealt with individuals. May I ask 
the Honourable the Home Member to pay us the compliment of refresh¬ 
ing his memory by looking at that section once more, and he will find 
that section 295 deals with not only the disturbance 0 f religious worship, 
but with the committing of a far graver overt act, such as the defilement 
of a place of worship, which is of course a far more serious offence than 
merely the use of words or the making of speeches which any Member 
of this House will admit is not so serious as a direct overt criminal act 
disturbing a religious place of worship or destroying some object of reli¬ 
gious veneration' While a person who commits this far more serious 
crime is entitled to bail, yet a person who merely reviles another man’s re¬ 
ligion is to be laid by his heels and imprisoned before his trial. That. 1 
submit, is a position which is intolerable, and 1 would ask the Honourable 
the Home Member to reconsider the. decision and see that the offence is 
once more restored to the catena of bailable cases. Sir, 1 have stated 
what T wanted to say. I caution Government that they will find in the 
near future that this'Bill will not serve the purpose for which it is being 
enacted, and very soon they will find that it will be necessary for them 
to come back to this House with an amendment of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, or it may he. of the Press Act. or it may be of any other 
Statute of the Indian Legislature for the purpose of giving them power 
to attack the mischief which we are all anxious that the Government 
should possess the power to attack, but which we are equally anxious to 
see should not trench upon the right of speech and free discussion of 
the subject. It is upon that ground and not upon the narrow ground of 
comraunalism that I oppose this measure. 
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( Several Honourable Members Let the question be now put ”.) 

Mr. K. 0. Roy (Bengal : Nominated . Non-Official) : I shall not 
detain the House longer than two minutes and I shall give an eaply 
opportunity to the House to put the last motion to the vote. Before 
you do so, I wish to correct an erroneous impression which was created 
in this House by certain observations made by my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Farookhi. Mr. Farookhi told the House that the Urdu Press was 
unanimous in support of the Bill. That is not quite a correct statement. 
I will give you one or two examples from the Urdu Press to prove my 
statement. The Urdu Press in Northern India is divided into two 
sections, one controlled by the Mussalman leaders and another con¬ 
trolled by the Hindus. I .... 

Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi (North Madras : Muhammadan) : 

I did not say Urdu Press ; I said the Mussalman Press. 

Mr. K. C. Roy : I will take the Mussalman Press first. The Siasat 
says : 

' ‘ The proposed Bill will give endless disputes not only among the various eom.- 
inunities in India but among the various sects of a single community ’ 

I shall give you another paper. The Inqilab says : 

“ The drafts at the new law that we have seen are all absurd and will bring to 
the country calamities which were not brought by any other law excepting perhaps the 
Press Ac-t.” 

I will not cite the Urdu Press run by the Hindus or the Sikh Press 
run by the Sikhs. The Sikh Press in particular is very anxious that 
the right of initiation of a case should be vested in the communities and 
individuals along with Government. I congratulate the House on not 
accepting the amendment of my Honourable friend Mr. Bliargava,. If 
that amendment had been accepted, it would have been impossible to 
run any press or newspaper, particularly, the big Anglo-Indian papers. 
Now, Sir, this Bill lias been piloted with the help of my Muhammadan 
friends. I am glad they have honestly voted with the Government. 
(Mr. Tamili Khan : Also Hindu Members.) I am giving my views. 
3Tou can give yours. But, Sir, there is a very large and influential 
section of Moslem opinion winch does not share the views of the 
Muslim Members of this House. I have received numerous telegrams 
and letters. One which I value most is a telegram which I have received 
from the Honourable the Maharaja ojf * Malimudabad. Every Muslim 
in this House lcn'ows the service he has rendered to the Muslim com¬ 
munity and to the country at large. I oppose the Bill. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Sir, an Honourable Member opposite 
reproved me on a ground which I think was not entirely just. He 
reproved me for not making a longer speech and he reproved me for 
suggesting that this House was not at perfect liberty to vote as it pleased 
on this motion. That, Sir, is not what I said. What I said was that 
the House has already affirmed the principle of the Bill on.two occasions, 
and thal consequently it was unnecessary for me to deal with that 
111 a tor very great length ; and in truth the course of the debate 
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this afternoon on this motion has added little to what was already before 
the House. Most diverse criticisms have been made on this Bill. In some 
quarters it has been represented as an extremely drastic measure. Mr. K. C. 
Roy in his first speech quoted, I think, the opinion of some person with 
whom he had been discussing the matter—that the Bill went to the Select 
Committee as a small thing and emerged as nothing. Well, the Bill can 
hardly be a very formidable measure and nullity at the same time. 
Government have been accused of doing things which they ought not 
to do and of not doing things which they ought to do. My Honourable 
and learned friend on the opposite side, Mr. Pralcasam, has argued that 
section 298 of the Indian Penal Code amply covered all possible cases 
of that kind. Now, Sir, I venture to reply that I am in disagreement 
with that opinion. Section 298 would not as a matter of fact cover the 
cases which we wish to cover by this Bill. I will pot follow the Honour¬ 
able gentleman’s argument further. I will only say that another 
Honourable Member, the leader of his party, found it unintelligible 
and I may be pardoned for finding it equally unintelligible. What I 
would like to remind the House is that the issue before it which has been 
somewhat clouded in the course of the debate is really very simple. 
The real issue is this—if you have a scurrilous and deliberate insult to 
religion or religious beliefs, can it be directly penalised under the exist¬ 
ing law ? It cannot be directly penalised under the existing law and the 
object of the Bill is, as pointed out, to make deliberate and malicious 
and scurrilous insult to religion a substantive matter. I venture to say 
that the grave apprehensions that have been expressed as to the com¬ 
prehensiveness of this Bill, as to the character of the actions, by speech 
or writing, which can conceivably come under this Bill, have been greatly 
exaggerated. Indeed 1 am myself somewhat inclined to believe that the 
language of the amended Bill is in some respects too narrow, though 
on that subject I am prepared to accept the verdict of the House. But, 
Sir, before I sit down there is one appeal which I wish to make to the 
House. It has been suggested that this Bill has been directed either 
■fio placate or to penalise particular interests. It has been suggested .that 
particular interests are liable to be specially penalised by this Bill. I 
appeal to the House to look at this Bill, its intention and its consequences 
without any sectarian consideration whatsoever. The Bill is universal in 
its application. It will not penalise nor will it cany any special advan¬ 
tage to any one community as distinct from any other. The intention 
of the Government in bringing forward the measure is to d.o something, 
however inadequate, to deal with, at any rate, one aspect of what every 
one agrees is a very grave and serious problem. It has been suggested 
that this Bill does not really go to the roots of the matter. No one 
ever contended that the Bill really goes to the roots of the matter. It 
is obvious that moral remedies must be more potent and penetrating 
in this matter than any legal remedies, but that is no reason why we 
should refrain from adopting such legal remedies as are in our reach. 
In moving this motion, that is what I am asking the House to do. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Indian Ponnl Code and the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. ISOS, for a certain purpose, as reported by the Select Committee, and os 
amended, be passed.’’ 
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[Mr. President.] 

The Assembly divided : 

ATES—61. 


Abdul Have., air. 

Abdul, Matin Chaudhury, Maulvi. 

Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Saliibzada. 
Abdullah Haji Kasim, Klian Bahadur 
Haji. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Nasir-ud-din. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Alexander, Air. William. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr, 

Aslirafuddin Ahmad, Khan Bhadur 
Hawabzada Snyid. 

Ayangar, Air. V. K. Aravamudha. 
Ayyangar, Rao Bahadur Narasimlia 
Gopalaswami. 

Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Blackett, The Honom'able Sir Basil. 
Bray, Sir Denys. 

Chalmers, Mr. T. A. 

Coatinan, Air. J. 

Cocke, Air. H. G. 

Cosgrave, Air. W. A. 

Courtenay, Air. R. H. 

Crawford, Colonel J. D. 

Crerar, The Honourable Air. -J. 

Crofton, Air. R. AI. 

Dakhan, Air. W. AI. P. Ghnlam Kadir 
• • Khan.' 

Dalai, Air. A. R. • ' 

Dalai, Sardar Sir Bomanji. ■ ’ • 1 

Dbnovan, Air. J. T. 1 1 

Dunnett, Mr. J. M. 

Farookhi, Air. Abdul Latif Saheb. 
Ghazanfnr Ali Khan, Raja.' 

Ghuznavi, Air. A. H. 

HOES 

Aney, Air. AI. S. 

Bliargava, Pandit Thakur Das. 

Clmnder, Air. Hirmal Chunder. 

Diis, Mr. B. 

Dutt, Air. Amar Hath. 

Dutta, Air. Srish Chandra. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Gulab Singh, Sardar. 

Iswar Saran, Alunshi. 

Iyengar, Air. A. Rangaswami. 

.Toslii, Air. X. AI. 

Kartar Singh, Sardar. 

Khin Arnung, XJ. 

The motion was adoptee!. 


Gidney, Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. 

Ilaigh, Air. P. B. 

Irving, Air.' Miles. 

Ismail Khan, Mr. 

Iyengar, . Mr. S. Srinivasa. . ,, - 
Jowahir Singh, "Sardar Bahadur Sardar., 
Kabul Singh Bahadur, Captain. 

Keane, Air. M. 

Kirk, Air. R. , T. F. 

Lamb, Air. W. S.. - . , 

Allt-ra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Hath. r . • I • ■ 

Moonje, Dr. B. S. 

Aluhammad Nawaz Khan, Lieut. Sardar. 
Alukherjee, Air. S. C. ' 

Alurtuza Salieb Bahadur, Alaulvi Saj'yid, 
Parsons, Air. A. A. L. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George,. 
Rajan" Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Alakhdum Syed. 

Rutlmaswainy, Air. AI. 

Sams, Air. H. A. 

Sliafee, .Alaulvi Alohnmmad. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Alohammad. 

Siddiqi, Mr. Abdul Qadir. , 

Singh, Rai Bahadur S. N. 

Sinlia, Air. R. P. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Tonkinson, Air. H. 

Wright, Mr. W. T. M. 

Yakub, Maulvi Aluhammad. 

Yaniin ‘Khan, Mr. Aluhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. AI. ■ 

- 26 . ; ’ 

Kunzru, Pandit Hirday Hath. 

Aluklitar Singli, Air. 

Haidu, Air. B. P.- 
Heogy, Air. K. C. 

Prakasam, Air. T. . 

Rang Behari Lai, Lala. 

Rao, Air. G. Sarvotham. 

Roy. Air. K. C. 

Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilas. 

Singh, Air. Gaya Prasad. 

Singh, Air. Narayan Prasad. 

Singli, Air. Ram Harayan. 

Sinlia, Air. Siddlieswnr. 



APPOINTMENT OP MEMBERS TO THE COMMITTEE TO CON¬ 
SIDER THE QUESTION OF RESIDENCE AND ACCOMMODA¬ 
TION FOR MEMBERS OF THE INDIAN LEGISLATURE. 

Mr. President : I have to announce that, in pursuance of the motion 
thai was carried in the House on the 14th September, I have appointed 
the following six Members to serve on a Committee to consider the 
question of residence and accommodation for Members of the Indian 
Legislature, namely : 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra, 

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar, 

Mr. H. Cocke, 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub, and 
Mr. K. C. Roy. 


THE HINDU CHILD MARRIAGE BILL. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Merwara : General) : Sir, I rise 
to move that the Select Committee to which the Bill to regulate marriages 
of children amongst Hindus was referred do consist. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : On 
a point of order, Sir. The Honourable Member who is about to make 
this motion, moved for consideration of the Bill, and it was another 
Honourable Member who moved for reference of the Bill to a Select 
Committee. I submit that it is Ike duty and the privilege of that other 
Honourable Member to propose the names of that Select Committee. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : Either of the two, the Mover of the Bill 
or of the amendment, can make the proposal. 

Fir. President : To which particular Standing Order does the 
Honourable Member (Mr. Neogy) refer ? 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : The motion that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee is not complete in itself. 

Mr. President : I wish to know from the Honourable Member the 
particular Standing Order on which he relies ? 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : I have not got the Standing Orders with me. 

Mr. President : I know the practice of this House is that the Member 
who moves that the Bill be referred to a Select Committed also moves 
that the Committee do consist of such and such Members. But I do not 
know if Mr. Harbilas Sarda is debarred by any Standing Order from 
making this motion. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : As a matter of fact the motion lie made was 
actually defeated by the House. The motion that was carried was for 
reference to a Select Committee, which was moved by another Member, 
and it really remains now for that Member to complete his otherwise 
incomplete motion. 

Fjr, President : I think we better stick to the practice we have 
followed so far in such cases. Kumar Ganganand Sinha. 
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Kumar Ganganand Sinha (Bhagalpur, Purnea and the Santhal 
Parganas : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I beg to move : 

‘ ‘ That the Select Committee to which the Bill to regulate marriages of children, 
amongst the Hindus was referred do consist of the following persons, namely : Lain 
Lajpat Rai, Mr. M. R. Jayakar, Mr. M. A. Jinnah, Maulvi Muhammad Yakub, Colonel 
H. A. J. Gidney, Pandit Madam- Mohan Malaviya, ,Hala Rang Behari La 11, Sir Hari 
Singh Gour, Mr. K. G. Roy, Mr. W. A. Cosgrave, Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda, the 
Honourable Mr. J. Crerar, Diwan Chaman Lall, Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, Mr. M. 
Ruthnaswamy, Dr. Moonje and the Mover; and that the number of members whose 
presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be seven .’ 1 

The motion was adopted. 


THE ADEN CIVIL AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE (HIGH COURT 
JURISDICTION AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Sir Denys Bray (Foreign Secretary) : Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bill further to amend the Aden Civil and Criminal Justice Act, 1864, 
in order to make further provision for the jurisdiction thereunder of 
the High Court of Judicature at Bombay, as passed by the Council of 
State, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, in this Bill we seek to put the finishing touches to the judicial 
reforms we have recently been introducing into Aden. We began some 
months back by appointing to Aden a Bombay civilian of standing and 
considerable judicial experience as District and Sessions Judge. A fur¬ 
ther step forward ivas made by the passing in the Bombay Legislative 
Council of a Bill amending the Aden Civil and Criminal Justice Act, 
1864. The main purpose of the Act that was passed in the Bombay 
Council was the virtual transfer of the judicial administration at Aden 
from the Resident to the Judicial Assistant. Under that Act the Judi¬ 
cial Assistant is empowered to exercise all the powers that are exercis¬ 
able by the Resident. In this Bill, Sir, we seek to make provision for 
appeals to the High Court of Bombay. I may simply emphasise two 
things. First, the provisions in this Bill were framed by a Select Com¬ 
mittee of the Bombay Legislative Council. They sought indeed to 
introduce these provisions in their own Bill, but they were found to be 
ultra vires. The provisions before us have, moreover, the hacking not 
only of the Bombay Government but also the general support of the 
High Court of Bombay. 

*Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I do not 
want to make a speech but I want certain information in respect of one oi 
two points either from my Honourable friend Sir Denys Bray, or the fin¬ 
ance Member. Sir, this Bill refers to certain legislative measures, but wliat I 
understood 'during the last Budget Session was that India lias to pay 
£250,000 to tlie British Government and that India has no further com¬ 
mitments with regard to Aden. I would like to know whether we have 
still any executive or administrative responsibilities in connection with 
Aden, and whether we have any financial commitments either in the 
matter of administration or judicial administration or in any other 
directions, such as railways, and so forth, and whether India is com¬ 
mitted to any further expenditure. 

Sir Denys Bray ; Sir, I fail to see myself how this question arises 
out of the Bill before the House.' But I may say in a .word that Aden 


* Speech not corrected by tlie Honourable Member. 
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remains part of India ; that is to say, the Aden settlement proper 
remains as much a part of India as it did before. India is responsible 
for everything on the civil side connected with the actual settlement 
of Aden—administratively, executively, judicially and in respect of 
everything else I can think of. What has been transferred from India 
is merely the political arrangements connected with the Aden hinterland, 
the Aden protectorate, and the various political commitments that arise 
from and through the protectorate. Similarly, India has been relieved 
of the external defence of Aden, and it is for this purpose, and in con¬ 
sideration of the fact that His Majesty’s Government have taken on 
the defence of Aden, that India naturally has to make a contribution 
towards the defence of Aden. Perhaps I may add this ; that the settle¬ 
ment in respect of Aden that has been arrived at is the settlement which 
was placed before the Inchcape Committee, and which that Committee 
enjoined on me as Foreign Secretary to promote. 

“ This solution would in our opinion have several advantages and we recommend, 
that it be examined with a view to its adoption ". 

The solution that has actually been adopted is the solution which 
earned this warm commendation from the Inclieape Committee. 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, may I ask. 

Mr. President : Order, order. This is not question time. 

The question I have is : 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Aden Civil and Criminal Justice Act, 1SG4, 
in order to make further provision for the jurisdiction thereunder of the High Court 
cf Judicature at Bombay, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into consider¬ 
ation. •’ ’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 and 3 were added to the Bill. 

Mr. President : Clause 4. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Madras City : Non-Muliammadan Urban) : 
I should like to know. Sir, whether the Bombay High Court will have 
power of revision in respect of those cases in which there is no right, of 
criminal appeal. 

Sir Denys Bray : Sir, the present provisions still stand, that is to 
say, the provisions of section 29 of the Aden Civil and Criminal Justice 
Act, 1864. It will still be at. the discretion of the Resident to reserve 
any point or points of law for the opinion of the said High Court in 
criminal cases which are not covered by appeals. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar : What, about the power of revision of the 
High Court ? 

Mr. President : Order, order. 

The question is : 

“ Tlint clause 4 do stand part of the Bill.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 4 was added to the Bill. 

Clause ] was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

Sir Denys Bray : Sir. I move that the Bill, as passed by the Council 
of State, be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 




• THE INLAND -BONDED WAREHOUSES (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) : Sir, I move 
for leave to introduce a Bill'further to amend the Inland Bonded Ware¬ 
houses Act/1896. for certain purjioses. •' 

The purposes for which this Bill ,is introduced are fully given in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons, and I confine myself to making my 
motion. 

- The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Basil BlackettSir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN DIVORCE (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home Member) : Sir, I move that 
the Bill further to amend the Indian Divorce Act for a certain purpose, 
as passed by the Council of State, be taken into consideration. 

In making this motion I hope I shall have the support of my Honour¬ 
able friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, because as a matter of fact it is largely 
due to his representations that this Bill has been submitted to the House. 
The point is a short one. While the House was engaged in discussing 
ail earlier Bill to amend the Indian Divorce Act, it was pointed out by Sir 
Hari Singh Gour that, the Indian Christian Marriage Act, which was 
passed about three years after the Indian Divorce Act, itself was passed, 
permits of valid marriages being contracted between Christians and non- 
CIiristians. On the other hand, the Indian Divorce- Act as it stands 
permits no relief to be granted except 1 when the petitioner is a Christian. 
Sir Hari Singh Gour pointed out that that was in itself anomalous 
and that as a matter of fact a good many cases of hardship have occurred. 
He pointed out that it would be an equitable provision that relief should 
be granted under the Indian Divorce Act where either the- -petitioner 
or the respondent is a Christian.- This will be the effect of the present Bill, 
which I ask the House to take into consideration. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Sir, I move lhat the Bill further 
to amend the Indian Divorce Act for. a certain purpose, as passed by 
the Council of State, he passed. , 

The motion was adopted. 
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.THE ASSAM LABOUR AND EMIGRATION (AMENDMENT) B ILL . 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Member for Industries 
and Labour) : Sir. I beg to move that the Bill further to amend the 
Assam Labour and Emigration Act, 1901, for certain.purposes, as passed 
by the Council of State, be taken into consideration. 

This is a very simple Bill of a purely formal character. Our reasons 
for bringing it before the Legislature have been fully explained in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons, and it is hardly necessary for me to 
add anything to what has been stated therein. In short, some doubt has 
been expressed recently whether we had any legal authority to collect 
certain cesses which in fact have been collected ever since 1915 from 
■ employers in the tea industry for the purpose of the Assam Labour Board, 
and we want to regularise the position. That is the sole object of the 
Bill. 

Siz, I move. '» 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests) : Sir, I do not wish to 
make a long speech, except to say that Government have neglected the amend¬ 
ment of tins old Act for a very long time. When they decided to amend 
the Assail Labour and Emigration Act, I think they ought to have 
amended the whole Act and brought it up to date. That Act requires 
modification in various respects for the protection of the workers on the 
tea plantations of Assam. I hope, Sir, that Government will not be 
satisfied with this Bill in which the workers of Assam are not very much 
interested, but they will soon bring forward a Bill to amend the Assam 
Emigration Act, which is now a very old and obsolete Act. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member has got the power to do so. 

The question is : 

" That the Bill further to amend the Assam Labour and Emigration Act, 1901, for 
certain purposes, as passed by tlie Council of State, be taken into consideration. ’ ’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 and 3 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Sir, I move that the 
Bill, as jmssed by the Council of State, be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


RESOLUTION RE RATIFICATION OF THE DRAFT CONVENTIONS 
CONCERNING (1) SEAMEN’S ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT, 
AND (2) REPATRIATION OF SEAMEN. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail¬ 
ways) : Sir, I beg (o move the following Resolution : 

‘ * This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that the question 
of the ratification of the Draft Conventions concerning— 

(1) Seamen's Articles of Agreement, and 

(2) The Repatriation of Seamen, 

adopted by the General Conference of the International Labour Organisation of the 
League of Nations at its Ninth Session held at Geneva from the 7th to the 24th Juno 
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1920 , should be considered at a later date, when the amendments necessary to bring the 
existing law into conformity with these Draft Conventions have been further examined 
in consultation with parties interested.” 

I should like to explain briefly, Sir, why it has been found necessary 
to bring these Resolutions before the House. Under Article 405 of the 
Treaty of Varseilles, -which deals with the International- Labour Organi¬ 
sation, the Member Governments have bound themselves within a period 
of 18 months to bring any Draft Convention adopted by tbe International 
Labour Conference before the competent authority which has power to 
take action, at latest, within 18 months of the date when the Draft Con¬ 
vention was adopted. In this case the period of 18 months will expire 
on the 24th of December next, and as legislation will be,necessary before 
the Government of India can ratify these Conventions it was necessary, 
in order to comply with the provisions of the Treaty, that the Draft 
Conventions should he brought before the Indian Legislature as the com¬ 
petent authority at this Session, because before the next Session begins 
the period of 18 months will have expired. I should like to explain 
also the reason why we are not in a position at present to place legisla¬ 
tion before this House. Some Honourable Members are perhaps aware 
that our merchant sliipinng law is'closely interlocked with the merchant 
shipping law of the United Kingdom, and it is sometimes a matter of 
great difficulty to ascertain whether a particular matter is regulated by 
Indian law or by the British Statute. It has been found, as regards 
these two Conventions, that legislation by the Imperial Parliament will 
he necessary before the Government of India can implement the provi¬ 
sions of the Convention, and it would not be correct for the Government of 
India to ratify until such legislation has been passed. The points on 
which legislation in the Imperial Parliament are necessary are not of 
anything like first class importance. Take first the Convention about 
the repatriation of seamen. So far as Indian seamen, engaged in India 
are concerned, the provisions of the Indian law already give greater 
protection than is required to be given by the Convention, and so far as that 
is concerned, there is no difficulty in ratifying. But in one small point, 
namely, the repatriation of foreign seamen employed on a ship registered 
in India, but engaged in their own country, we have been advised that 
that is beyond the power of the Indian Legislature to deal with. There¬ 
fore for the moment we are not in a position to ratify the Convention. 
We hope that the British Government will decide to ratify and -will pass 
the necessary amendment to its own Statute and thereafter it may be 
necessary to have some subsidiary legislation in India, but in that case 
there will be no real difficulty about ratification. As regards the other 
Convention, namely the seamen’s articles of agreement, there are three 
clauses in the Convention which will require legislation in India, but I 
do not think that any of them will give rise to much difficulty. There is 
however, another article, in the Convention—article 5—about which 
there may be some difficulty and which it will be necessary to discuss 
with the parties interested. It is this. Under the Draft Convention 
the seamen’s discharge certificate shall not contain any.statement as to 
the quality of the seamen’s work or as to his wages ; under the British 
asl-.l r"* . i . f rfre certificate may contain such a statement, if expressly 
1 -oi >y ,l, e seaman while the Indian law, such a statement is neither 
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required nor forbidden. We do not know at present wliat the British 
Government may decide to do about this Article ; and it is very desir¬ 
able before we undertake any amendment of the law in this matter that 
we should know exactly what their position is, because if we legislated 
without doing so, a very difficult legal position might subsequently arise 
owing to a doubt as to which law in a given case ought to prevail. 

1 think these are the main points that arose in connection with these 
Conventions. I should like to make it plain that the difficulty about 
ratification at present arises entirely over these legal points and not 
over any large question of substance because our law in the main is 
quite as advanced in these two matters as the Convention, and on certain 
points it is even more advanced. 

»Sir, I move. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests) : Sir, I move : 

“ That iu that Resolution the words ‘ the question of the ratification ’ be omitted 
and that for the words beginning front * should be considered at a later date ’ to the 
end of the Resolution, the words ‘ bo ratified ’ be substituted. ’ ’ 

Sir, the object of my amendment is to request this House to recom¬ 
mend to the Government of India to ratify these Conventions at this 
meeting. The object of the original Resolution is to ask the House to 
postpone the consideration of this question. Sir, I want to show to the Mem¬ 
bers of this House that there are good reasons why we should not agree to 
the request made by the Honourable Member in charge of this Department. 
The attitude of the Government of India towards the question of improv¬ 
ing the conditions of life and service of sciamen is that of indiJference and 
I am going to prove in a very brief speech that the Department does not 
deserve the trust which it asks this House to put in it. Sir. the life of 
seamen generally is very hard. Their life is full of risk and they have 
to work for a long time away from their homes and their families. It 
is, therefore, necessary that any Government which claims to he a Govern¬ 
ment caring for the working classes of that country should devote more 
than ordinary care to the welfare of seamen, and all over the world the 
Governments have done so. Unfortunately, our experience in Ibis country 
is that the Government of India have not bestowed suflicient attention to 
this subject. For many years the Indian Merchant Shipping Act. which 
has some provisions for the welfare of Indian seamen, has not undergone any 
change. But since the International Labour Conference began to consider 
the question of labour and since the first Conference regarding the ques¬ 
tion of seamen was held at Genoa, the question of the conditions of ser¬ 
vice of seamen has begun to come before the Government of India and 
before the Legislature. But, Sir, the attitude of the Government of India 
towards the question of improving the conditions of seamen lias been that 
of indifference. I remember very well when 'the Conventions and Recom¬ 
mendations of the Genoa Conference were placed before this House, the 
Government of India threw away almost all the Conventions and Recom¬ 
mendations.- They, however, decided to enquire into some ques*ions and 
they also promised to take some action on some others. But. Sir. the 
experience of the past six years shows that the Govenmion* of India hnve 
taken no action. I shall give you only a few instances. The Govern¬ 
ment of Tndia appointed a Committee to go into the question of recruit¬ 
ment. When this House agreed to the recommendation of the Government 
of Tndia that the Convention regarding recruitment of seamen should not 
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be ratified, they promised to appoint, a Committee. They appointed a 
Committee and the Committee found that there was much bribery in the 
work of recruiting the seamen. The Committee also made certain recom¬ 
mendations, but the Government of India have not yet carried out any 
of those recommendations. 

Sir, I shall give you another instance. The Government of India 
promised to make an inquiry as to whether the amendment of the law 
was necessary in order to provide compensation to workmen whose contract 
of service was terminated on account of shipwreck. Sir, I have n'ot heard 
anything about that inquiry and no result has yet followed. 

Sir, there is another ease. The Government of India have ratified 
certain Conventions. They have ratified the Convention regarding the age 
of admission of children to employment on the sea. They have taken no 
action to give legislative effect to the Convention. Then, Sir, the Con¬ 
vention that they ratified as regards the age of admission for the work 
of trimmers and stokers has not yet been given effect to. 

Mr. President : And yet the Honourable Member wants Govern¬ 
ment to ratify this particular Convention ? 

Mr. N. M. Joski : I want to recommend to this House that Govern¬ 
ment's Resolution should not be accepted because the Government do not 
deserve. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member’s case is that this Conven¬ 
tion should he ratified and curiously enough lie argues that Government 
have not given effect to certain other Conventions after ratifying tihem. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : That is unfortunately true. But it is to some 
advantage of the seamen of this country that they should ratify this Con¬ 
vention immediately, so that we can at least go on agitating and telling 
this House that the Government of India do not keep their word. Now, 
Sir, the Conventions that they ratified as regards the age of admission for 
the work of trimmers and stokers and for compulsory medical examina¬ 
tion of children have not yet been carried out. Then they had also ratified 
a Convention. 

Mr. President : I fail to understand why the Honourable Member 
should go on enumerating his grievances regarding other Conventions in 
speaking to this Resolution which refers to one particular Convention. 
The conduct of Government in the matter of other Conventions has got 
absolutely nothing to do with the question which the Honourable Member 
has raised by his amendment. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Sir, with your indulgence I wish to bring to the 
notice of the House that the Government have been indifferent in this 
matter. It is therefore better that this House should not accept, the ^Reso¬ 
lution of the Government of India and should accept my amendment. 

Now, Sir, the conduct of the Government of India as regards this 
question does not entitle them to ask this House to wait till they bring 
forward legislation on this subject. The Conventions which we are con¬ 
sidering to-day are important from the point of view of Indian seamen. 
Bir, the first Convention is regarding the agreements of seamen. Now, 
if this Convention is ratified immediately. Government are bound to give 
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effect to tl'.e terms of that Convention. If they ratify the Convention, 
the seamen si and to gain in some respects. In the first place, the seamen 
of our country will gain as regards the continuous certificates given to 
them at the time of discharge. At present it is possible for the employers 
to include in the discharge certificate some terms regarding the quality 
of the work which the seamen do. It is a dangerous practice because, if 
you put in some words in the certificate regarding the quality of the work 
of the seamen, they are likely to lose. This Convention laid down that 
5 v M in the continuous discharge certificate no mention 

should be made of the quality of the work of the 
seamen. The seamen also have got the right to claim a separate certificate 
regarding the quality of their work. Then the Convention also gives the 
right to the seamen to get their pay when they get discharged before the 
termination of their contract if they provide a substitute. There are 
several other smaller items in which seamen stand to gain by the rati¬ 
fication of this Convention. I therefore think that this Resolution should 
not be accepted. 

There is one other point on which I wish to say a word especially 
when we are discussing the Convention passed at the Ninth Session of the 
International Labour Conference. At this Conference the question of 
reeruitmenf of seamen came up for discussion through a speech made by 
my friend Mr. Davood who represented the Indian seamen at that Confer¬ 
ence. In reply to that speech a representative of the Government of India 
made a statement which in my judgment was quite inaccurate. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : This does not seem to have any 
relevancy to the Draft Convention that we are discussing now. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : We arc discussing the Convention passed at the 
Ninth Session of the International Labour Conference. 

Mr. President : Not all the Conventions. We are only discussing 
the Convention which is under consideration and which is the subject 
matter of this Resolution. The question is whether this Assembly should 
ratify this Convention to-day or at a later date. We have nothing to do 
with any other Conventions. The conduct of the Government may be 
blameworthy in the matter of those other Conventions, but the reference 
to it is hardly relevant in dealing with this Resolution. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : What I am contending is that this Assembly has 
now got an opportunity to discuss certain Resolutions and Conventions 
passed at the Ninth Session of the International Labour Conference. It 
should be the. ordinary parliamentary practice that, if certain statements 
have been made at that conference which are not accurate, we should have 
an opportunity of correcting them in this House on this occasion. 

Mr. President : T cannot allow the ITcnonralde Member to utilise 
this occasion for that purposc.- 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : With your indulgence. I want to point out that 
this is the only opportunity when we can discuss that point. 

Mr. President : Order, order. The Honourable Member is not 
entitled to discuss that point on this Resolution. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Tf that is vonr decision. Sir. I cannot point out at 
the present time the mistake or the inaccuracy of the statements made 
by the representative of the Government of India. 
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Mr. President : If it refers to this particular Convention the Honour¬ 
able Member will be in order, 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : It refers to this particular Convention only 
indirectly and not directly. 

Mr. President : It is no use persisting'. The Honourable Member 
knows it. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : There is only one other point to which 1 wish to 
refer and it is this. That statement refers to what had happened in this 
House. 1 am sure the House would be surprised to know that a false 
statement had been made at the Conference as regards what had happened 
in this House. If you will give me one minute, Sir, I shall explain what it 
was. 

Mr. President : T am afraid that the Honourable Member is not at 
all in order in referring to tliati subject in dealing with this Resolution. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I do admit that. But, with your indulgence I 
wish to state that this House was absolutely misrepresented ah that con¬ 
ference. (Several Honourable Members : “ Order, order ”.) The state¬ 
ment was made at that Conference that this House unanimously threw 
out ihe ratification of that particular Convention. As a matter of fact 
my Honourable friend Mr. Kabeer-ud-Din Ahmed had opposed that Con- 
venlion (Laughter). When one Member had opposed that Convention, 
certainly it was wrong to say that this House unanimously threw out 
the ratification of that Convention. You know, Sir. the ordinary practice 
in our proceedings when a Resolution is adopted. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member must now resume his 

seat. 

Mr. M. S. Auey (Berar Representative) : Sir, I only wish to point 
out one inaccuracy in the amendment, as the amended resolution would 
be meaningless, if it be adopted as it stands. If the amendment is adopt¬ 
ed the Resolution would read thus. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member may vote against the 
amendment. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : If this amendment is adopted the Resolution would 
read miserably. If the words sought to be omitted by the amendment 
are omitted in the Resolution, the resolution would read : 

“ This Assembly recommends to the Governor Genornl in Council that of tho 
Draft Conventions, etc., etc., should be ratified.” 

This is certainly meaningless. The word “ of ” after “ ratification ” 
has to be omitted. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member may vote against it. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : No doubt the word “ of ” also should he omitted. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : The word “ of ” must go. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi -. Yes, Sir. 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury (Assam : Muhammadan) : Sir, I 
rise to support the amendment of my Honourable friend Mr. Joslii and 
m this connection 1 want to protest, against the obstructive tactics that 
arp usunlly adopted by the Government (hear, hear) whenever auj 
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Convention of the International Labour Conference comes up before this 
House for ratification. The past experience does not very much en¬ 
courage us to give an entirely free hand to the Government in putting 
off the ratification of the Convention for an indefinite period. I wish 
to illustrate my point by only one example. In the year 1920 the Inter¬ 
national Labour Conference held at Geneva adopted a draft Convention 
for establishing facilities for finding employment for seamen. In the 
autumn Session of the Legislative Assembly, in 1921, the Honourable Sir 
Charles Lines came before the House with t , Resolution that that draft 
Convention should not be ratified, but that an enquiry should be made 
about the existing evil. The Government appointed a" committee of en¬ 
quiry. That Committee made its report in 1922. The Committee found 
grave abuses existed and they condemned the present system of recruit¬ 
ment by means of licensed brokers. They recommended" that an employ¬ 
ment bureau should be established at the ports of Calcutta and Bombay 
just on the lines suggested in the Draft Convention The report of the 
Committee was so damaging that the Government in publishing that 
report suppressed the last three paragraphs of the report which dealt 
with- the existing abuses. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Sometimes, they suppress the whole of it. 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury : That was in 1922. Five years 
have passed. The Government know that grave abuses exist. The 
Government know that these poor seamen are being exploited. These 
brave seamen who saved England from starvation during the War— 
(hear, hear)—have been left to their fate. This Convention has been 
ratified by Germany, by Holland, by Italy, by Spain, by Norway, by 
Sweden, by Japan and by Finland. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajsliahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : They arc 
all civilised countries. 

Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhury : But for the last seven years, the 
Government of India have been incubating upon it. They have not rati¬ 
fied it. With this example of the non-ratification of the Geneva Con¬ 
vention of 1920 before us. the House will he very reluctant to agree to 
this Resolution of the Honourable the Commerce Member. Before we 
agree to this Resolution. I think the nouse may very pertinently ask 
the Honourable the Commerce Member what has been the fate of the 
Geneva Convention of 1920, what has been done with the report of the 
seamen's Recruitment Committee, which the Honourable Sir Charles 
Innes had promised to place before us, for discussion. Before we agree 
to this Resolution, we must have an answer to this question from the 
Government. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, my Honourable friend Mr. 
Joslii gave two main reasons in support of his amendment. r £he first of 
them was that there was a Convention, or possibly more than one Con¬ 
vention, which the Government of India bad never ratified. I am afraid 
I do not see how that is relevant to the Resolution I have placed before 
the House. The Government of India may sometimes have to decide 
that they cannot ratify a particular Draft Convention. But here the 
position is that we are anxious to ratify though there are certain legal 
and technical difficulties. As I endeavoured to explain to the House, 
these difficulties are not large questions of substance but mainly legal 
and technical points. 
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Mr. K. Ahmed : Why did you not say that at Geneva and why do 
you say it. here ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I may inform the Honourable 
Member that I have never been in Geneva. Now it may occur to some 
Honourable Member to ask £f Why not ratify at once and legislate later 
on ; but. Mr. President, if I were to propose that course to the House, 
I should immediately fall into the condemnation of the other precedents 
quoted by my Honourable friend Mr. -Joshi when be said that the Gov¬ 
ernment of India had, in the ease of certain Conventions, ratified a long 
time ago but taken no action to give effect to them. If that be so, then 
it is a condemnation which I am anxious to avoid and it is precisely for 
that reason that the Government of India have put forward Resolution in 
this form, and not in the form of x-eeommending ratification. We cannot 
put a Resolution before this House recommending ratification until we 
are sure that we shall be in a position, if we ratify it, to give effect to 
the Convention. I maj r mention that at the Tenth Session of tlie Geneva 
Conference this question of procedure was discussed. In a report which 
reached me v it bin the last week there is a passage I should like to read : 

“ The Experts also mentioned a difference of practice among Governments with 
regaid to ratification. Some Governments secure the passage of any necessary legisla¬ 
tion before ratifying, others notify ratification before such legislation is actually on 
the Statute-book ; the Experts pointed to the disadvantage of the latter system, though 
they considered that sueii ratifications are of great value as signifying acceptance of 
the principle of a Convention and recognition of the obligation to legislate in conformity 
therewith as soon as possible ; they suggested, however, that when such ratifications 
are deposited it should be stated that they will take effect only on the expiry of a 
specified period. The juridical questions thus raised led to an interesting discussion in 
Committee, where Mr. Pfister (Swiss Government) and Mr. Oersted (Employers, 
Denmark) expressed the view that legislation, when necessary, should in all countries 
precede ratification, and this point was also urged in a speech in full conference by Mr. 
Thorsen (Norwegian Government). We think this matter worthy of the attention of 
the Government of India, as it has been the practice in India in most cases to com¬ 
municate ratification before legislation has been passed. ’ ’ 

We are trying in this ease to follow the procedure approved by our 
own delegates and to make sure that we have full legislative power to 
carry out the Convention before we invite the Legislature to ratify it. 
That in substance, Mr. President, is my reply to the arguments used by 
my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi. 

I should like, however, to refer briefly to two more points. Mr. 
Joshi said that the two Conventions were very important and that their 
ratification would do a great deal to improve the lot of Indian seamen. 
Now I do not underrate the importance of these Conventions, hut I 
think my Honourable friend overlooked the fact that they only apply to 
foreign-going ships registered in British India, and that the number of 
such ships at present is extremely small. These Conventions, when we 
ratify them, as I hope we shall, -will do something but, in the nature of 
the ease, they cannot do a great deal to improve the lot of the Indian 
seaman. 

The other point to which T wish to allude is this. I am sure the 
House will not expect me at this hour and without previous notice to 
say exactly what the Government of India did or did not do, or why 
they did it or did not do it, as regards the long list of Conventions to 
which rny Honourable friend referred. I will look into those eases and 
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see what the position is, but clearly it is out of the question that I should 
reply in detail to-day. 

Mr. President : The original Resolution was : 

“ That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that tho 
question of the ratification of the Draft Conventions concerning 

(1) Seamen’s Articles of Agreement, and 

(2) the Repatriation of Seamen, 

adopted by the General Conference of the International Labour Organisation of tho 
League of Nations at its Ninth Session held at Geneva from the 7th to the 24th Juno 
1926, should be considered at a later date, when the amendments necessary to bring 
the existing law into conformity with these Draft Conventions have been further 
examined in consultation with parties interested ’ 

Since which the following amendment has been moved : 

‘ ‘ That the words ‘ the question of the ratification of ’ be omitted. ’ ’ 

2. " That for the words beginning from ‘ should be considered at a later date ’ 
to the end of the Resolution, the words ‘ be ratified ’ be substituted.” 

The question I have to put is that amendment be made. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : At this juncture I should like to bring to the notice 
of the Chair that it is now very late and important business is coming, 
on. 


Mr. President : Will the Honourable Member resume bis seat and 
allow the Chair to put the original Resolution to the vote of the House ? 
The question I have to put is : 

1 ’ That the following Resolution be adopted:— 

' This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that tho question 
of the ratification of the Draft Conventions concerning 

(1) Seamen’s articles of Agreement, and, 

(2) the Repatriation of Seamen, 

adopted by the General Conference of the International Labour Organisation of tho 
League of Nations at its Ninth Session held at Geneva from the 7th to tho 24th Juno 
1926, should be considered at a later date, when the amendments necessary to bring 
the existing law into conformity with those Draft Conventions have been further 
examined in consultation with parties interested 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Sir, before taking up any other matter for discus¬ 
sion to-day in this Assembly, I should like to point out that, important 
subjects are still down in the agenda for to-day and many Members have 
already left the House, Sir, because it is not the custom of this House to 
remain here after 4-30—at least that has been our experience in this 
Session ; and I say, Sir. that on account of that and on account of tho 
importance of these subjects, if these questions are taken up to-day and 
passed without giving an opportunity to the representatives of the 
people of this country. 

Mr. President : Order, order. The Chair has already taken all these 
matters into consideration. 




RESOLUTION RE RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING (1) THE 
REPATRIATION OF MASTERS AND APPRENTICES, AND (2'i 

THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR THE INSPECTION OF THE 

CONDITIONS OF WORK OF SEAMEN. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and Rail¬ 
ways) : Sir, I move the following Resolution : 

“ That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in. Council that no 
action be taken on the Reeomniendations concerning: 

(1) the Repatriation of Masteis and Apprentices, and 

(2) the General Principles foi the Inspection of the Conditions of Work of 

Seamen, 

adopted by the General Conference of the International Labour Organisation of 
the League of Nations at its Ninth Session held at Geneva from the 7th to tho 24tli 
June J92(i until the amendments necessary to bring the existing law into conformity 
n ifh these Recommendations have been further examined in consultation with parties 
interested .’’ 

I will try to deal with this matter very briefly, Sir. The reasons for 
bringing forward the Resolution are very similar to those which exist 
in the ease of a Draft Convention but there is this difference, -that here 
we are dealing with recommendations of the Labour Organisation and not 
actual Draft Conventions. In the ease of a Draft Convention, if a Member 
Government proposes to adopt it, it must formally ratify it exactly as it 
stands without amendment. In the ease of a Recommendation there is 
no question of ratification, and the Member Government can accept as 
much or as little as it pleases of the proposals included in the Recom¬ 
mendation. We are, however, bound exactly in the same way as in the 
case of a Draft Convention to bring Recommendations before the com¬ 
petent authority—that is. in this ease the Legislature—within the speci¬ 
fied period. 

Now, as regards the first Recommendation, namely, the repatriation 
of masters and apprentices, the view of the Government of India is that 
in all probability no amendment in the law as regards masters will be 
found necessary. But as regards apprentices, it will be desirable to legis¬ 
late in order to bring the law bearing on the repatriation of apprentices 
into line with the law bearing on the repatriation of seamen. That will 
mean legislation both in the Imperial Parliament and also in India. The 
oilier Recommendation is as regards the general principles for the inspec¬ 
tion of the work of seamen. Here the necessity for legislation arises out 
of an Article in the Recommendation which expresses the desirability that, 
as far as possible, all the authorities charged with the inspection of the 
work of seamen should he brought under a single control. That is enfiiely 
in line with the policy of the Government of India, as I think I have 
explained more than once in this House. Our policy is to bring the ad¬ 
ministration of the merchant shipping law, which includes inspection 
of the work of seamen, under the direct control of the Central Government 
instead of leaving it largely to the Local Government as we do at present. 
In order that that may he done, it will he necessary to amend the Merchant 
Shipping Act, and I hope it will be possible to introduce a Bill dealing 
with that point in the cold weather Session. It has not been possible to 
introduce the Bill this Session, and therefore it became necessary to bring 
this Resolution before the House. 

Sir. I move. 
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Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests) : I move an amend¬ 
ment to this Resolution : 

‘ ‘ That for the words ‘ no action ’ the words ‘ necessary action J be substituted. 

That all the words beginning from ‘ until the amendments necessary ' to the end 
of the Resolution, be omitted. ’ ’ 

Tlie Honourable Member in charge of the Department said that these 
Conventions and Recommendations are only applicable to seanwn working 
on foreign-going ships registered in India, and there are very few such 
ships at present in India and so they are not of great importance i<> Indian 
seamen. Sir, in this world very little is done for the working classes and 
especially for the seamen. So 1 am prepared to admit that whatever is 
done by these Conventions and Recommendations is indeed very little. But 
the working classes receive so little that even when a little h done, they 
think that much is done for them. It is for that reason that I say these 
Conventions and Recommendations ai'e useful to the seamen. 

My amendment asks this House to recommend to the Government that 
necessary action on the Recommendations should he taken. One of rhese 
Recommendations is intended to ask the Government to establish a proper 
and regular system of inspection of the conditions under which seamen 
work on ships, conditions as regai’ds health, safety and other matters. 
Under the Indian Merchant Shipping Act there is no provision for a 
regular system of inspection through special inspectors. The shipping 
masters have got certain - powers to inspect ships under certain conditions, 
but tlie shipping masters have got their ordinary work to do and they 
cannot under ordinary circumstances find time to inspect the ships on 
which the Indian seamen work. If the Recommendation is given eTec.t 
to at once, the Government will have to appoint inspectors to inspect the 
conditions on ships. 

Sir, the Recommendation also insists that if the seamen have any 
grievances, they should have the right to bring them to the notice of the 
inspector's either directly themselves, or through their representatives. 
Under the present Indian Merchant Shipping Act every seaman cannot do 
this. It is necessary that three seamen should combine together to bring 
to the notice of the shipping master any grievances that they may have ; 
nor ean they bring their grievances to the notice of the shipping master 
through their representatives. Again, this Recommendation insists that 
such inspectors should be appointed as will be acceptable to the seamen 
as well as to the employei's. The Recommendation also insists that the 
inspectors should from time to -time consult the organisations of seamen as 
well as the employers. You will thus see that if necessary action is taken 
on this Recommendation the Indian seamen stand to gain something, 
although I am not prepared now to say that they will gain very much. 
I therefore hope that the House will pass my amendment. 

Tlie Honourable Member while moving this Resolution stated that 
the necessary changes will take some time. lie also stated that in some 
circumstances it is not within his power to take action, ns nur lav,- as 
regards merchant shipping is interlinked with the English law. r hope 
the Honourable Member will fake steps to see that the Indian Merchant 
Shipping Act is made independent of the British Merchant Shipping Act, 
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so that if we want to make any changes in the law as regards the condi¬ 
tions of service of seamen we may be able to do so without being dependent 
upon the British Parliament. 

1 hope this House will accept my amendment. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajsliahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : I request 
that the discussion may be adjourned, as there is the Unity Conference 
sitting downstairs. 

Mr. President : Order, order. Sir George Rainy. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I will try to be very brief in 
replying to what my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, has said. He admits 
now that the benefit which the Indian seamen can derive from the adoption 
of these Recommendations is not xery great ; but still he would like to 
see them put in force, and that, I may say, is also the desire of the 
Government of India. There may be one or two points on which they are 
not able to accept the Recommendations exactly as they stand, but the 
Recommendation about inspection to which the Honourable Member 
attaches most importance, has been examined in detail, and, as far as we 
can see legislation will be required only on two points one of which is a 
very small one. To give effect to the other parts of the Recommendation, 
we can proceed by executive action, and very largely it would be part, of 
our reorganisation scheme for merchant shipping work generally. There 
was one other small point to which I wished to. refer but it escaped my 
memory for the moment, and I do not know that I need add anything 
further. 

Mr. President : The original Resolution was : 

“ That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that no 
action he taken on the recommendations concerning 

(1) the Repatriation of Masters and Apprentices, and 

(2) the General Principles for the Inspection of the Conditions of Work of 

Seamen, 

adopted by the General Conference of the International Labour Organisation of the 
League of Nations at its Ninth Session held at Geneva from the 7tli to the 24th Juno 
192(5 until the amendments necessary to bring the existing law into conformity with these 
Recommendations have been further examined jn consultation with parties interested. ’’ 

Since which the following amendment has been moved : 

“ That for the words ‘ no action ’ the words * necessary action ’ be substituted. 

Tiiat all the words beginning from ‘ until the amendments necessary ’ to the end 
of the Resolution, be omitted 

The question that I have to put is that that amendment be made. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That the following Resolution bo adopted : 

' That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that no 
action be taken on the recommendations concerning 

(1) the Repatriation of Masters and Apprentices, and 

(2) the General Principles for the Inspection of the Conditions of Work of 

Seamen, 

adopted by the General Conference of the International Labour Organisation of the 
League of Nations at its Ninth Session held at Geneva from the 7th to the 24th June 
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1926 until the,amendments neeessary to bring tho existing lav, into conformity with these 
Recommendations have been further examined in consultation with parties interested ’ ’ 

The motion was adopted. 


RESOLUTION BE CENSORSHIP OP CINEMATOGRAPH- FILMS. 

Mr. President : The House will now resume further consideration 
of the following Resolution moved by the Honourable Mr. J. Crerar 
on the 14th September, 1927 : 

“ That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that ho be 
pleased to appoint a committee to examine and report on the system of censorship of 
cinematograph films in India and to consider whether it is desirable that any steps 
should be taken to encourage the exhibition of films produced within the British Em¬ 
pire generally and the production and exhibition of Indian films in particular.” 

Sir Hari Singh Gout (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I move the adjournment of the further consideration 
of this question. 

Mr. President : Does the Honourable Member really realise the 
effect of the adjournment motion ? The Governor General in Council has 
got the power to appoint the Committee referred to in the Resolution. If 
the Assembly does not express its opinion to-day it may be that, the Govern¬ 
ment, without consulting the Assembly might appoint a Committee. In 
that event, the House will lose the opportunity of influencing the decision 
of the Government. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : I bow to what has fallen from the Chair hut 
the Members are now fully jaded. It is past half past five and we have 
other engagements to meet, and I hope the Honourable the Home Member 
will realise that this Resolution is far too important to be discussed at 
this very late hour. We have a number of amendments on the paper 
and full justice cannot be done to these amendments unless we are pre¬ 
pared to sit till 9 or 10 at night. I therefore ask that, with the concurrence 
of tiie Honourable the Home Member, the further discussion of this motion 
he adjourned till Wednesday or till the winter Session in Delhi. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home Member) : I have no desire 
whatever to detain the House if there is a common desire to adjourn, but 
I must point out that the position that will emerge is precisely what you, 
Sir, have indicated. 

Mr. President : The question I have to put is : 

‘‘ That the further discussion of this Resolution be adjourned.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, 
ithe 2iJtli September, 1927. 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


MEMBER SWORN : 

Mr. Thomas Ryan, C.I.E., M.L.A. (Department of Industries and 
Labour : Nominated Official). 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Mr. President : Maulvi Badi-uz-Zaman. 

Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi : With your permission, Sir, I shall 
put the question on behalf of the Honourable Member. 

Mr. President : The Chair regrets that it cannot grant the permis¬ 
sion. 

Mr. Abdul Latif Sahib Farookhi : He has told me about it. 

Mr. President : He may have told the Honourable Member, but he 
has not intimated it to the Chair. 

3 G2*. 

11163*—1165*. 

Case instituted by Mb. Maclaren, a Fobeman in the Bengal Nagpur 

Railway Wobkshofs at Kharagpur, against Mewap.am, a Fitter. 

1166. t! 'Mr. M. K. Acharya : 1. (a) Has the notice of Government been 
drawn to a criminal complaint filed recently before the first class 
magistrate of Midnapore, by Mr. Maelarcn, a foreman in the Kharagpur 
Workshops (Bengal Nagpur Railway), against Mewaram, a fitter, charging 
the latter with defamation and assault ? 

(6) Has the magistrate found the complaint to be false, and acquitted 
the accused on both the charges 7 

2. (a) Have the Bengal Nagpur Railway Company helped Mr. Maclarou 
by defraying the cost of the case referred to in the preceding question 7 
And if they have, what was their justification 7 

( b) After the adverse findings of the magistrate against Mr. Maelarcn. 
have the Bengal Nagpur Railway authorities taken any action against 
Mr. Maelarcn 7 Have they recovered the cost of the suit from him ? 

(c) Is Mr. Mnclaren still in the service of the Railway Company ? 

(d) What was his pay at the beginning of the year ? 

i Not put at tlic meeting, but the question ami answer thereto will be found at 
pages 4656—o7 of these proceeding". 

7 ride pages 4G55—iG of these proceeding" 

(' 4031 ) 
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3. Have the railway authorities revised their order dismissing Mewa- 
ram ? Do the Railway Company think of recompensing him for the assault 
and dismissal to which he had been subjected ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : 1. Government have received no report of the 
case mentioned in the Honourable Member’s question. 

2. and 3. Government have no information, but enquiries will be 
made. 


Assaults by Europeans on Indian Workmen in the-Bengal Nagpur Rail¬ 
way Workshops at Kharagpur, 

1167. *Mr. M. K. Acharya : ( a ) Is it a fact that there had been 
several cases of assault similar to the one referred to in the preceding ques¬ 
tion on Indian workmen in the Kharagpur Workshops ? 

(b) Were the following among several cases, brought to the notice of 
the Agent : 

(i) Mr. W. N. Smith’s assault on Madan Mohan Das : 

(n) Mr. A. L. Rliind’s assault on Narayana Rao : ... 

(m) Mr. Harting’s assault on Nayadhar : and 
(iv) Mr. Round’s assault on Sukhlal ? 

(c) Did the Agent publish in the Bengal Nagpur Railway Gazette of 

the 19th February 1927 that “ undoubtedly such cases do occur. 

but any proved cases of physical ^violence or gross and excessive abuse will 
be promptly dealt with ” ? • • ■ 7 1 

(d) What prompt action in this judiciously proved case, Mr. Maclarcn 
and Mewaram, has the Agent taken against those who have assaulted’ Mcwa- 
ram or got him dismissed ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Goveimment have no information, but en¬ 
quiries will be made. ' ' ' ! 

■ Case of Mr. A. Holguette, a Commercial Inspector of the-East Indian 

Railway. 

1168. *Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney, : (a) Has the. attention of 
the Government been drawn to the case of Mr. A. Holguette, a Commercial 
Inspector of the.East Indian Railway, who was forced to resign his appoint¬ 
ment, because of a false charge brought against him, and who, after 
months of correspondence Was reinstated by the Agent, with a complete 
acquittance oh all the charges and was given a compensation of R-s. 10,000 ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Agent held that Mr. Holguette had not had 
a fair trial and that he had been punished without regard to the evidence 
and that there had been a gross miscarriage of justice, due entirely to 
incapacity or carelessness, of both on the part of the Divisional Superin¬ 
tendent, Mr. Rutherford ? 

(c) Is it also a fact that the report against. Mr. Holguette was sub¬ 
mitted by two officers, Messrs. Kirk and Ghose ? 

(<?) Is it. a fact that Mr. Rutherford in recognition of the fact that 
- r. ITolguette’s activities stopped fraud at ITowrah and gained for him 
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the ill •will of interested parties, "ranted Mr. Holguette a special bonus, and 
secured for him an extension of service, giving him a-first class recommenda¬ 
tion as a thoroughly qualified and reliable official ? 

(e) Is it not a fact that the report against Mr. Holguette was such 
that the Agent immediately ordered Mr. Holguette’s reinstatement as soon 
as he saw it ? 

(/) Is it not a fact that Mr. Rutherford specially commended Messrs. 
Kirk and Ghose on their report ? 

Case of Mb. A. Holguette, a Commercial Inspectob of the East Indian 

Railway. 

1169. *Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney ; («) Is it a fact that tbe 
party who brought the charge of bribery against Mr. Holguette, a Com¬ 
mercial Inspector of the East Indian Railway, has since confessed that the 
whole business was a put up ,iob ? 

(Z>) Is it a fact that the case was brought to the notice of the Railway 
Board who agreed with the Agent’s action and directed that all responsible 
in the case should be dealt with from a disciplinary point of view ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr. Holguette was not given a charge sheet show¬ 
ing what charges were against him and was not allowed to be present, at the 
enquiry, so that he could cross-examine witnesses ? 

Selection of Mb. Rutherfokd for the Appointment of Divisional Super¬ 
intendent. Howrah. East Indian Railway. 

1170. *Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Is it a fact that 
Mr. Rutherford was an officer junior to many others and was selected over 
the heads of other senior officers for the appointment of Divisional Superin¬ 
tendent 1 Is it a fact that three of the four officers selected for these 
appointments were members of the same family 1 

Disciplinary Action taken against Certain Officials of the East 
Indian Railway in connection with the Case of Mr. A. Holguette, 

a Commercial Inspector. 

1171. *Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : («) Is it a fact that the 
case against Mr. Holguette cost tbe Government a large sum of money 
approximating to Rs. 15,000 ? 

(6) What action has been talien against Messrs. Kirk and Ghose for 
their incorrect finding against Mr. Holguette ? Is it a fact that the«e 
officers are now officiating in tbe senior grade 1 Do Government propose 
to punish them 1 

(c ) What action has been taken against Mr. Rutherford ? Do Gov¬ 
ernment propose to remove him or take any action against him ? 

(<?) Is it a fact that, while Messrs. Rutherford and Robertson were 
persistent in forein" Mr. Holguette out of the service, they had before them 
the opinion of the Railway’s lawyer, that the finding against Mr. Holguette 
was wrong in facts and unjust and untenable ? 

a 2 
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Disciplinary Action taken against Certain Officials of the East Indian 
Railway in connection with the Case of Mr. “A. Holguette, a 

Commercial Inspector. 

1172. "'Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : (a) : •‘Will Government please 
state whether the Agent has taken any disciplinary measures against 
all those officers and men who were responsible for the miscarriage of 
justice referred to in the preceding questions, as ordered by the Railway 
Board ? If not, are Government prepared to institute an inquiry and 
insist on the punishment of all responsible for this treatment of a sub¬ 
ordinate ? 

(b) Will Government please state whether they are prepared to insti¬ 
tute a committee of inquiry into all discharges and dismissals that are 
traceable to and for which Mr. Rutherford, Divisional Superintendent, 
Howrah, has been responsible since he was placed in his present important 
appointment ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : With your permission, Sir, I propose to reply 
to questions Nos. 1168 to 1172 together. 

Government have received no report from the Agent on the matter 
mentioned in the Honourable Member’s questions and do not propose to 
make any enquiries from him • they can trust, the Agent of the East 
Indian Railway to have taken such action as may be required. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Will the Honourable Member kindly 
inform me whether the Railway Board is in receipt of a report on this 
matter or has any words of it ; whether the entire file has been sent 
to the Railway Board and whether the Railway Board issued an order 
to the Agent of the East Indian Railway to punish those responsible or 
not 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I have already answered all these questions 
in the answer I gave to the main question. Government have received 
no report from the Agent on the matter and do not propose either to 
make enquiries or to issue any order on the subject. 


Employment of Soldier Clerks in the Army Headquarters. 

1173. *Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi : (a) With reference to the, reply to 
starred* question No. 1111, on the 22nd March,; 1927, relative to the em¬ 
ployment of 25 per cent, soldier clerks in the branches of Army Head¬ 
quarters, will Government please give a definition of the terra mil apj 
'character ” ? 

-(b) Is it a fact that the 75 per cent, civilian clerks employed in the 
branches of Army Headquarters also do the same nature of work as is 
done by a soldier clerk ? 

(c) If so, wherein lies the difference in the nature of work performed 
l)v a civilian clerk and that of a soldier clerk i 

UV< Ts it a fact that, the work in the Equipment and Ordnance Direc¬ 
torate of the Q. M. G.’s Branch and that of the Artillery Directorate or 
the M. cv. s. Branch is of the highest technical nature of all other work m 
the diOVrent branches of Army Headquarters ? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


4635 


(e) Is it a lact that the civilian clerks employed in these directorates 
have been very highly spoken of by the different Directors from time to 
time 1 

(/) l. 1 ’ the answers to (d) and (c) above, are in the affirmative, 
wherein lies the justification to exempt soldier clerks from passing the 
prescribed test of the Staff Selection Board.? 

(.9 ) Is it a fact that soldier clerks in most cases do not even possess 
the minimum educational qualifications ? 

- (h ) Are Government 'aware .that there is a widespread discontent 
amongst the civilian clerks of the Army Headquarters that, while they are 
required to qualify for the appointments in different divisions, soldier 
clerks are exempted from the necessary examination ? 

(*) Is it a fact that on this account, civilian clerics apply verv often 
for transfer and better appointments elsewhere ? 

(j) Is it also a fact that soldier clerks are recruited above first division 
clerks already in the office ? 

(k) If so, why ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) It is difficult to suggest a more comprehensive 
definition of work of a military character than is contained in those 
words. The phrase however includes work that requires military 
knowledge and an acquaintance with matters concerning the discipline, 
environment and conditions generally attaching to a soldier’s life, as 
well as work which requires special knowledge gained, as a rule, in 
particular military services or departments. 

(6) The answer is, bi-oadly speaking, in the negative. Soldier 
clerks are more suitable for certain kinds of work than civilian 
clerks. 

(o) Does not arise. 

ft/; No, Sir. No technical qualifications arc required of clerks in 
these branches. 

(e) Yes, Sir, but no more than in other branches of Army Head¬ 
quarters. 

(/) These soldier clerks must possess the First Class Army School 
Certificate, which Govci'imient have accepted as a sufficient qualification 
for such clerks. 

(r;) and (h). The answer is in the negative. 

(■i) I have no information to this effect, but civilian clerks in Army 
Headquarters may be trusted, like anyone else, to apply to better them¬ 
selves if they see a chance. 

(j) No, Sir, these soldier clerks are recruited on the same principle 
as civilian clerks and take their place, on entry, at the bottom of the 
officiating roll. After entry, promotion is governed by selection according 
to merit and suitability. 

(k) Does not. arise. 

« 3 74*—1175*. 

1 Not put at tin; meeting, but the questions and answer* thereto will be found at 
pages 4ti57—5S of these proceedings. 
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Starting of an Urban Unit of the Indian Territorial Force in 

Calcutta. 

117.6. *Mr. K. C. Neo gy : (a) With reference to, the Government 
Resolution on the Indian Territorial Forces Committee Report, 'will' Gov-, 
ernment be pleased to state whether it is intended to start an Urban Unit 
in Calcutta 1 

• (b) Have Government received any representation from the’ Indian' 
Association of -Calcutta, on the subject• *< 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) The answer is in the negative, at present. 

(&) The answer is in the affirmative.' ’ ; - 

Remission of Customs Duty on Scientific Instruments and Chemicals, 
imported for the Use of Educational Institutions. 

1177. *Mr. K. C. Neogy : (a) Have Government; received tiny 
representation suggesting remission- of customs 'duty on scientific ; instru¬ 
ments and chemicals imported for the use of educational institutions ? ' 

(?>) Are Government in a position to state,approximately the amount 
of revenue involved in granting such a remission ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) Yes. 

( b ) No.- 

Route of the Imperial Airways to connect India with Great Britain. 

1178. *'Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that 1 lie Government 
state the latest development, if any, in the plan of Impei’ial Airways to 
connect India with Great Britain, through Egypt and Iraq ? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is a proposal of a line through Constanti¬ 
nople, which, if agreed upon, would shorten the journey-by about 48 hours ? 

( e) Has the Persian Government given consent to take the air route 
through Persian territory ? If not, ivliat alternative route is in view ; 
and what progress has been made in the matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : (er) and (c). Certain 
difficulties have arisen over the route originally selected, and the Com¬ 
pany is investigating the possibility of an’alternative route along the 
southern littoral of the Persian Gulf. '■ 

(b) I have no information. - 

Certain Letters in the “ Veterinary Record ” by Professor Gaiger 

and Colonel A. K. Walker. - 

1179. *Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : (a) Has the attention of Gov¬ 
ernment been drawn to a letter in “ Veterinary Record dated 30th 
July, 3927, by Professor Gaiger as also to another letter in the same pappr 



. QUESTIONS AND ANSW»RS'. 4.6S7' 

by Colonel A. .K; Walker, I.V.S. (Retired), dated August 6th, 1927 T. If 
so,' are.the facfe ; as-stated in Colonel Walker’s-letter true ? - 

(6) If 1 hey are true, will Government be'pleased to state what'action ' 
it proposes to take to remedy this condition 1 '' 

Mr. A.~ R. Dalai : ,(a) The Government of India have seen the letters.- 
The only, statement in Colonel Walker’s letter the strict accuracy of 
which is admitted by the Government, of India is. the one referring to. 
the abolition of the post of Inspector General, Civil Veterinary Depart-., 
ment. 

(&) Does not J arise' except, in the'case Of tlie post of' Inspector 
General The Government of India are hot prepared to consider the 
question of reviving the post, especially now that the subject is pro¬ 
vincial transferred, unless the Royal Commission on Agriculture Tecom- • 
mend it and adduce strong reasons in support of,their recommendation. 

. Refusal-of^Passports to Employees of Indian Fikms in Hong Kong. 

1180. ^Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Will Government he pleased to 
slate if they have, refused passports to certain bona fide employees of Indian 
firms in Hong Kong, and to the families of Indian residents there ? , If so, 
why ; and in how many eases have passports been refused this year ? 

(b) Are Government aware that the merchants’ agreements with 
many of their assistants in Hong Kong, have either expired, or are about 
to expire, and as the assistants cannot be detained there against their will, 
and others from India are not allowed to take their place by the refusal of 
passports, Hie Indian trading community in Hong Kong is subjected to 
great hardships ? 

(c) Have Government received any representation on this subject 
either from the Hindu Merchants’ Association of Hong Kong, or from any 
other quarter 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) No such case is traceable. If. 
'however, the Honourable Member lias any particular case in mind and 
will give me tlie facts, I will have enquiries made. 

( b ) and (c). No. 

Employment of Uxpassed Men in the Office of the Public Service 

Commission. 

1181. ! ' ! Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : (a) Is it a fact that according to 
rule onlv passed- candidates are eligible for employment in tlie Gov¬ 
ernment* of India Secretariat, attached and subordinate offices ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Public Service Commission have themselves 
broken the rules by employing two mipassed candidates in permanent 
posts ? 

(c) Is it a fact that one of them never qualified himself for any 
division, is not cdueationnllv qualified to appear for any division, 
was-only a second division clerk in the Finance Department and has 
been taken as an upper division assistant in tlie ofiice of the Public 
Service Commission f 
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((J) Is it a fact that the Public Service Commission have on their 
list many passed upper division assistants and stenographers awaiting 
employment and that the employment of the,two unpassed candidates 
have prejudiced their preferential claim ? ' ' 

( e ) Will Government please explain why these two .unpassed , can¬ 
didates were employed'’and whether they propose to revert'"them to. 
make fooni for passed'candidates whose names 'are alre'ady orfthe 'Public' 
Service Commission list'and who have not . been employed in'permanent' 
posts ? - ' ‘ '* 1 ' ' ^ 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar : (a) Yes, except in very, special 
cases of appointments requiring technical or special .qualifications.... , 

(b) Both the appointments in question fall:;within* the ^exception 

referred to. • ■- . '■ .v.< 

(c) It is true that the clerk in question was only a second division 

clerk in the Finance Department, but he had 18 years’ permanent service 
before he was appointed to the office of the Public Service Commission. 
Having been made permanent before the late Staff Selection Board came 
into existence, he was not required to qualify by examination for the 
second division, and as he was selected for the post of'cashier it was not 
necessary for him to qualify for the upper division! : ’ 

( d ) The Public Service Commission have on their lists upper division 
assistants and stenographers awaiting employment but, in the circum¬ 
stances explained, these assistants and stenographers have no preferen¬ 
tial claim to the appointments in question. 

(e) The circumstances have already been explained. Government 
do not propose to take the action suggested by the Honourable Member.. 

Total Expenditure incurred in connection with the Gold Standard 
and Reserve Bank of India Bill. 

1182. 'Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : (a) Is it not a fact that the Gov¬ 
ernment of India only in compliance with the orders from the Secretary 
of State for India withdrew the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of • 
India Bill from the consideration of the Indian Legislative Assembly 1 

(b) If the answer to the above be in the affirmative, will the Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to lay on the table all the correspondence between 
the Govei’nment of India and the Secretary of State for India'since the 
very conception of the idea of the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank for 
this country. 1 ? . . , ,.,y . - • • 

■(c) Will the Government be pleased to state an approximate amount 
of total expenditure (all payments made to the officials, President, Mem¬ 
bers of the Assembly and the staff by way of salaries and allowances of 
every kind calculated in proportion to the number of days and hours • 
devoted to the work in connection with the Bill either in the Assembly 
or outside it, in India and elsewhere, price of articles used, postage, etc., 
etc.), incurred by the Government in connection with the Bill ? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett : Parts (a) and (b). I would refer 
the Honourable Member to my statement in the House on the 8tli instant 
end to my speech on the adjournment motion on the 13th instant.- The 
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Government of India are not prepared to lay 
pondenee with the Secretary of State. 


on the table the corres- 


Part (c). The total expenditure incurred on account of travelling 
and daily allowances to Members of the Joint Committee at Bombay 
and Calcutta and of the office staff on account of travelling allowancej 
etc. (excluding pay) amounts approximately to Rs. 26,000. No addi¬ 
tional expenditure was incurred on establishment, the work in connec¬ 
tion with the Bill having been performed by the ordinary staff. The 
details for postage, etc., are not available. 


Mr. -Ram War ay an Singh : Sir, I do not want to put questions 
bios. 1183 and 1184. 


Construction of the New Railway Line from Barkakhana to Ranchi. 

1185. *Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : (a) Will the Government be 
pleased to state the progress hitherto made with regard to the ‘ construc¬ 
tion of the new railway line from Barkakhana to Ranchi (Central India 
Coalfields Railway) ? 

(ft) What is the probable date of its completion ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons (a) and (Z>). A survey of the line has just 
been made, and tlie report is expected to be ready this month. Govern-' 
ment will decide whether 1 the line should he built, after examination of 
the survey report. 

Number or Students in the Mining College at Dhanbad. 

1186. "Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : (a) Will the Government be 
pleased to slate the present number of students in tlie Mining College 
at Dhanbad " 

(b) How many of them are Biharis 1 

(c) How many of them are natives or old residents of tlie Chota 
Nagpur Division ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : («) Forty-five. 

(b) One student is a resident of Bihar, but not a Bihari by birth. 

( c) None. 

Administration of the Indian Arms Act in Bihar and Orissa. 

1187. *Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : 3. Are the Government aware of 
the facts (a) that the policy pursued by tlie Government of Bihar and 
Orissa in the matter of granting agricultural or other licences for guns 
for protection of life and property from wild animals is hopelessly un¬ 
satisfactory and too narrow and (h) that as a result of this harmful 
policy, there is every year a great loss of human lives and property 
(including valuable cattle) in the whole of the Province in general and 
in the Division of Chota Nagpur in particular 1 

2. Do the Government propose to draw the attention of the Loeal 
Government of Bihar and Orissa to these facts and to ask them kindlv 
to be more liberal in their policy mentioned above with special reference 
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to-the condition-of'the Chota Nagpur Division which : is 'full of deep 
forests -with wild animals f . - • 

• The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (i) Tlie Government of India have 
no reason to suppose that’ the' facts 1 are his suggested.'' 

(2) The Government of India do not. consider that there are grounds 
for ,the action., suggested. ■ 

Mr. Ham Narayan Singh : Will the Government of India nialce en¬ 
quiry as to the allegations I have brought to notice ■ - - 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerslr.: ;I am.afraid J cannot add .anything 
"to the reply already given. _s \r 


.DeputyDirector General op Arch3oeocjy, Explobatxon.Branch. 

1188. *Maulvi Mu h a mm ad Yakub ‘. .(a) Will' the Government Irindly 
state, the drawings and photographs-prepared and published by the officer: 
appointed as Deputy Director of- Arehfeologieal Exploration in any 
publication of the Department or refer to them ? : : • :. 

(6) Will the Government be pleased "to state what original research 
work apart from epigraphical .notes has been contributed- by this officer 
to the departmental literature during the last six years , 

(e) Will the Government kindly state the number of unexplored and 
unknown ancient ruins brought to light by this officer before he was con- : 
sidered fit to hold his present post ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state, if it is a. fact that an 
officer of vast experience in Near Eastern Archaeology has been brought 
out from England and placed under an officer of less experience in the 
Exploration Branch of the Archaeological Survey ? ' , 1 ■ 

Mr. A. R. Dalai : (a) Drawings and photographs in the Archaeologi¬ 
cal Department are prepared by draftsmen and photographers respec¬ 
tively. In the publications of the Department, therefore;- there are no 
drawings or photographs prepared by the officer in question. 

(b) During the last six yeai’s this officer has contributed to depart¬ 
mental reports articles on the subjects mentioned in the statement placed 
in the Library. 

(c) During the last 23 years this officer has either assisted in or 

personally supervised excavations on the sites mentioned in the ‘state¬ 
ment placed in the Library. ' 

C d) No. . 


Indus Valley Pre-Historic Script. 

1189. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Will the Government be pleased 
to state : 

(a) Since when the peculiar Indus Valley pre-historie script has 

been before the Indologists of the Archaeological Depart¬ 
ment, and 

(b) How far has their knowledge of oriental languages helped them 

to decipher this writing ? ' 
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Mr. A. R. Dalai : (a.) Specimens of tlie peculiar pre-historic script 
of tlie Indus Yalley have been before Indologists for the last 55 years. 

(6) .Their.knowledge of oriental languages has not helped them to 
decipher the writing. 

Stay op Miss Mayo, Author op “ Mother India” As a Guest op a Supe¬ 
rintendent op the C. I. D. at Lahore. 

1190. *Mr. Gaya Praaad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that Miss Mayo, 
the author of “ Mother India ”, was the guest of a Superintendent of 
the C. I. D.' at Lahore, during her visit to this country,' 7 and that an 
Inspector of the C. I. D. was deputed to help her in making enquiries 
and acquaintances t 

(b) Is it a fact that an official of the Intelligence Department, Govern¬ 
ment of India, arranged for her stay in Lahore, with the Superintendent 
of the C. I. D., or helped her in any other way 1 

(c) Do Government propose to institute an enquiry, and place the 
facts before the House ? If not, why not 1 - 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) No. 

( h ) No. 

(c) I have placed the facts before the House and no enquiry is neces 

sary. 


Miss Mayo’s Book “ Mother India 

1191. *Pandit Hirday Hath Kunzru : (a) Has the following telegram 
from Bombay published in tlie Leader of the 7th instant come to the notice 
of Government : 

“ A special message to the ‘ Hindustan ’ , a local Gujerat daily, sa\s tint many 
of the British Members of Parliament have been provided with free copies of Miss 
Katherine Mayo ’b book ‘ Mother India 

(b) If the information contained in the message is correct, will 
Government state whether free copies of “ Mother India ” have been 
distributed by or at the instance of the British Government ? If so. have 
the British Government made themselves responsible for the statements 
made in the book ? 

(c) Are Government aware that “ Mother India ” is regarded by 
Indians as a malicious and filthy libel on the people of this country ? 

(d) Have Government informed the British Government that a free 
distribution of this book by them would create deep and universal resent¬ 
ment and indignation in this country 7 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (</) and (b). I invite attention to 
the answer I gave to Mr. M. S. Aney's question on the subject on the 
19tli September 1927. The British Government have neither caused 
the book to lie distributed nor made themselves responsible for any 
statement contained in the hook. 

(f) Government have seen articles on the subject in the Public 
Pre-s. 
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. ^e f a ct is obvious and it. is unnecessary to brine it to the 
British Government's notice.' ■ 

, Mr ' , K ' C- : Is tll . e Honourable Member aware that this pub¬ 

lication has accentuated racial feeling in India to a very great extent' 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : That, Sir, is a matter of opinion. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I ask the Honourable! Member, 
pir, whether the British ‘Government have borne any * portion o£ the cost 
involved in the distribution of the book ? 

The Honourable Mr. J, Crerar : Not a penny/Sir. .;. , , : 

Mr. Gaya.Prasad Singh :,May.I know,.Sir; if the Publicity Bureau, 
of'the Government of India have'received any complimentary copies,of. 
the book 1 ' ■ .. 

The Honourable -Mr. J. Crerar : No, Sir ; they have not. p 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : "Will Government kindly inquire as 
to who it is that has distributed these copies to the Members of Parlia- ’ 
ment in London 7 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : That, Sir, is not the concern of 
the Government of India. • - . ■ 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Are Government prepared to contra¬ 
dict the distorted statements contained in the book in view of the racial 
feeling that has been accentuated by it in India ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I think that matter could better be 
dealt with by a non-official agency. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Do not Government think it worth 
their while to correct the misstatements and exaggerations contained in 
that book in view of the fact that it has been circulated in other countries 
and is being used as a sort of propaganda against this country ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : As I liai T e already replied, Sir. that , 
is a matter which can be much more effectively dealt, with by a non- 
official agency and by those who have the most direct knowledge of the 
matters dealt with in the book. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Does the Honourable Member admit tliat this 
book contains untruths and’exaggerations ? • ' 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : That, Sir, is asking for an, expres¬ 
sion of opinion. . . ‘ ,,, ' : . 

Mr. K. C, Neogy : Is not the good name of the people of India a 
matter of .concern for the Government ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Certainly the matter is one in which 
the Government of India naturally take interest. 

Mr. N, M. Joshi : Do not the Government of India maintain a pro¬ 
pagandist. in countries like America who could be asked to correct the 
misstatements contained in Miss Mayo’s hoolc 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : We have no propagandist agencies 
m America. 1 1 , 
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Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah -.-May I know. Sir, if the Govern¬ 
ment of India propose to proscribe the book ? 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : May I know, Sir, whether the Gov- 
'ernment of India do expend some money out of the revenues of India 
on propaganda work in America ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : No, Sir. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Are Government aware that the Manchester 
Guardian has made the observation and has given the advice to the 
people of India that it is better for them to counteract the effects of the 
book and that it is good for the English people to forget them • 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I remember seeing something in the 
31 an Chester Guardian somewhat vaguely and remotely resembling what 
the Honourable Member has said. 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy : Will the Honourable Member kindly inquire 
as to how many Members of this House have read Miss Mayo’s book, 
“ Mother India ” ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I suggest that that question should 
be addressed to other Members of this House and not to myself. 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy : Is the Honourable Member aware that Miss 
Mayo’s book contains extracts from the debates of this House 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Yes, Sir. 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy : Will the Honourable Member kindly inquire 
whether Mr. Coatman was responsible for supplying the appalling state¬ 
ments and figures to the Honourable Member who moved the Bill regard¬ 
ing Hindu child marriages ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I do not think, Sir, that question 
arises. 

Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : Are Government prepared to proscribe 
the book V r 

The Honourable. Mr. J. Crerar : Quite apart from any legal con¬ 
siderations that might arise, I think that it would be very ill advised 
from the Honourable Member's own point of view to proscribe tlie book. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Are Government taking any legal opinion in the 
matter V 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : No. Sir. 

Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy : Are the Honourable Members opposite in 
favour of proscribing the book 1 

Mr. Ram Narayan Singh : Arc Government prepared to take legal 
opinioti in the matter as to whether the book is fit to be proscribed or riot ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The legal position is so clear that 
it is unnecessary to do so. 


Report relating-to Educational Facilities tor the Children or E aii.way 

Employees. 

1192 ’"Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzra : Will Government lay the report 
■of the special officer appointed to enquire into the educational facilities- 
available to children of railway employees on the table ? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : They will consider the question. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : The question is : Will Government-lay 
the report on the table ? There is nothing to be considered. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I know, Sir, -whether-the ten 
days’ notice of this question was not enough to enable Government to 
consider this question ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Certainly not, Sir. While the Assembly is: 
sitting, the Members of the Railway Board have not found time to- 
read the report themselves. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Are Government aware that in answer 
to a question of mine in March last regarding the expenditure on railway 
schools, Sir Charles Innes said that the matter was being inquired into 
by a special officer ? IIow are Honourable Members-to get that informa¬ 
tion unless the report is laid on the table ? . • . 


Establishment of a Local Advisory Committee for the Great Indian' 
Peninsula Railway at Jhansi. ’ 

1193. :;: Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : 0) Has the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway any Advisory Committee in the United Provinces ? 

(b) If not, are Government prepared to take steps to have an 
Advisory Committee established; at Jhansi ?. 

Mi*. A. A. L. Parsons : («.) No. 

(b) The subject is under, consideration. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: Is the matter being discussed • with 
the new Agent of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway ? ' 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I mentioned tlie matter to Mr. Russell when 
I was down in Bombay recently and asked him to look into it ; and I under¬ 
stand that he is looking into it. Jhansi, however, is not, I believe, a 
particularly important station from the railway point of view and I am 
not sure if they will establish an Advisory Committee there. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is it not a fact that.it is tlie most 
important, station on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway in, the province* 
from which I come and that it has got a railway workshop ? 

Mr. A. A. It. Parsons : I am hot sure if it is the most important 
station. . ■, 


Issue of Occasion Cheque Passes to European and Anglo-Indian Emplo¬ 
yees of the North Western Railway. 

1194 -Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : (a) Is it a fact that on the 
North-Western Railway 11 occasion cheque passes for short distances, 
nviv be issued under the rules to European and Anglo-Indian employees, 
and to their families living at road-side stations to enable them to attend 
places of worship, entertainments, institutes, railway or Auxiliary- Force 

sports ” ? n __ 

(61 Are the same facilities afforded to Indian employees ? If not, 
what steps do Government propose to take to put a stop to the racial, 
and religions discrimination involved in tins rule ? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (o) and (&). I am enquiring and will let the 
Honourable Member know the result. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : What, is it that the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber is inquiring into—the accuracy of the statement or the prevalence 
of the practice referred to in the question 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am inquiring in order to obtain information 
to answer the Honourable Member’s question which I do not at present 
possess. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : There are two parts of the question, 
for) and (b). Which part is the Honourable Member inquiring into ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am inquiring about both the parts of the 
question, as both ask for information. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I take it. that Government are 
not sure whether the statement contained in part (a) of my question 
is cori-ect ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am sure the Honourable Member would be 
the last to make a statement in a question : if he had done so, you, Sii% 
might have disallowed it. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : Why is it that the Government were not able 
to make the necessary inquiries in the ten days they had at their 
disposal ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The inquiries which have been made have 
not so far produced the nccessaiw information. Therefore 1 was obliged 
to give a reply in the terms in which T have given it. As soon ns I 
obtain the information, I will furnish it to the Honourable Member and 
if other Members are interested in it, I will lay- it on the table. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Ts it a fact, when Government generally find it 
rather inconvenient to answer a question, that they complain of short¬ 
ness of time or that they say they want to make more enquiries ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I should not he prepared to admit that the 
Government ever finds it inconvenient to answer questions. In this 
particular case, I was not able to get the information in time. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Did Government find it inconvenient 
to answer my question because they thought it was extremely undesir¬ 
able to do so ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : They thought it undesirable to do so in view 
of the terms in which that question was framed. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May 1 ask the Honourable Member 
whether the rule referred to in question No. 1194 is not contained in 
the pamphlet entitled “ Rules for the issue of free passes, and privilege 
ticket orders, North-Western Railway ,T i 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Honourable Member's information. I am 
afraid, is in greater detail than mine. 

Issue of Cheque Passes on the North Western Raieway'to Christian 

Ministers or Reuoion. 

1195. ^Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : (or) Are Government aware that 
on the North Western Railway “ cheque passes may occasionally ho 
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issued by Divisional Superintendents to ministers of religion to minister 
to the spiritual wants of railway emploj^ees at places where the services 
of 'clergymen are not ordinarily" available 

(b) Are similar facilities given for the satisfaction of the spiritual 
wants of Hindus and Muhammadans ? If not, what is the ground for 
the preference shown to Christians ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(b) I am enquiring and will let the Honourable Member know the 
result. 

Classification of Anglo-Indian and Indian Employees of the East 

Indian Railway. 

1196. *Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is it a fact that the non- 
European employees are divided into two classes, A and B, by the 
East Indian Railway and that while Anglo-Indians are assigned to class 
A Indians are assigned to class B ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The answer is in the negative. 

Indian Representation on the East African Royal Commission. 

1197. *Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : (a). Have Government' seen 
newspaper reports to the effect that Sir Hilton Young will preside over 
the East African Royal Commission and that Sir George Schuster and 
Mr. J. H; Oldham will be its members ? Are tiles’" now in a position 
to state who will represent India on the Commission ? 

(6) Are they aware that H. H. the Aga Khan has strongly urged 
that the Government, of India should press for the nomination of two 
Indian members to the Commission ? . 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Government have seen press .reports to the 
said effect, but have received no authoritative information yet regarding 
the personnel of the Commission. . s •• ■ • 

(b) Government have seen reports in the'Press to that effect.' 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Are Government able to. say who 
will represent India on the Commission ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : No, Sir.' ~ y 

Mr. B. Das : Have the Government recommended any Indian ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I answered a question on this subject which was 
asked the other day by Sir Purshotamdas Tliakurdas. r My answer was 
that tlie Secretary of State for India had been asked to nominate a repre¬ 
sentative. not the Gdvernment. of India. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru Are Government in a position to 
assure the nouse that the representatives of India will at least be 
Indians ? • 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : It is not possible for the Government of India 
to give any assurance on that subject, seeing that the nomination rests 
not with the Government of India, but .with, the Secretary of State for 
India. 
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Pandit Hirday Nath Kimzru : Arc they themselves still pressing the 
matter on the attention of the Secretary of State ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : That is so, Sir. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Do Government propose to recommend the name of 
an Indian to the Secretary of State 1 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : If my Honourable friend were more audible and 
less inarticulate, I would attempt to answer his question. (Laughter.) 

Mr. K. Ahm ed : Do Government propose to take steps to recom¬ 
mend the names of two or three Indians to the Secretary of State for 
India to serve on the Commission ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I think, Sir, the Honourable Member is merely 
repeating the views which were expressed by this House on the 18th 
August. The Government of India are in full possession of the views of 
this House, and they have taken such action as it was in their power to 
take. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Can Government give any undertaldng that they 
will fulfill their promise of nominating an Indian to the Commission ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The Government merely promised to forward the 
proceedings of this House to the Secretary of State for India. That 
promise has been carried out. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : I am asking that the Government of India should 
make a recommendation and should not be merely content with sending 
the proceedings. Isn’t it an evasive reply ? 

Stoppage of Recruitment to the Loom, Traffic Service of State 

Railways. 

1198. *Fandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : (a) Has recruitment to the 
Local Traffic Service been stopped or not ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Agents of State Railways have recommended 
the abolition of the service ? 

(c) Were the Local Traffic Service men classed as Indians holding 
superior appointments when the Lee Commission enquired into the posi¬ 
tion of Indians in the higher services 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Recruitment to the Local Traffic Service 
from outside has been held in abeyance. 

(b) Government have received no recommendations from the Agents 
of State-worked Railways to this effect. 

(c) They were shown in the sanctioned cadre and actuals of the 
Superior Traffic establishment as India-recruited, the fact that they 
belonged to the Local Traffic Service being explained. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : If they were shown as belonging to 
the superior establishment, when will Government take steps to promote 
such men as are in the Local Traffic Service to the superior grade I 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am afraid I am unable to answer that ques¬ 
tion I gave information in reply to another question a few days ago 
at to the position of the Local Traffic Service, pointing out that there 
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were considerable difficulties in amalgamating it with .the superior 
service which we hoped to overcome but did not expect to overcome 
very quickly. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Am I to understand that the Gov¬ 
ernment accept the principle that it will sooner or later promote these 
men to the higher grade in which they were supposed to he included 
when the Lee Commission came here ? • ; r : • 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No, Sir. I do not think I can go as far as 
that. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : How is it then that they were inelud- 
•ed in the superior grade when the Lee Commission came here ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : They were recruited to the Local Traffic Ser¬ 
vice and in a particular statement which was laid before the Lee Com¬ 
mission, they had to be shown either as superior or inferior. They were 
shown in that statement actually as superior but it was clearly explained 
therein that they were local traffic service men. There is no question 
-of the Lee Commission having been mislead on that point. 

Lieut.-Colopel H. A. J. (Sidney : Will the Honourable Member 
-kindly state whether the Government of India are addressing the Sec¬ 
retary of State as to the retention or otherwise of these Local Service 
'men ? • 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : As far as I remember, I do not think the Rail¬ 
way Board have addressed the Secretary of State for India on the 
subject. They have not yet formulated their own proposals, nor am 
I certain that this is a matter which would require to go to the Sec¬ 
retary of State. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I take it, Sir, that in the mean¬ 
while no new recruits are being appointed to the Local Service ? , 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : That is in the reply which I gave. As far 
as I know we are not now taking anybody into the Local Service, but 
I am not quite sure whether we did not take some men a short time ago. 
Certainly our intention is not to take any more men into it. 

Status and Prospects op Members op the Bar appointed to Indian Civil 

Service Posts. 

1199. *Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : (a) Are members of the Bar 
who are appointed to superior judicial posts classed as belonging to the 
Indian Civil Service or not ? 

(b) What is their position with regard to appointment to higher 
posts ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Grerar : (a) Members of the Bar appointed 
direct to listed posts on the Indian Civil Service cadre do not become inem¬ 
bers of the Indian Civil Service. They enjoy, however, the status of mem¬ 
bers of an all-India Service. 

(b) They are eligible on their merits for all judicial appointments 
loino on the cadre of the Indian Civil Service except the High Court 
m ” CK *>ips reserved for members of that service under section 101 (4) of 
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the Government o£ India Act. They are, however, eligible, if duly quali¬ 
fied, for all High .Court Judgeships not so reserved. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Are Government aware that in some 
of the highest appellate courts some posts are reserved, either by rule or 
by convention, for members of the Provincial Civil Service ? * Are the 
members promoted from the Bar eligible for any of these posts or will they 
have to take their chance in connection with the posts which are not re¬ 
served for members of the Indian Civil or Provincial Services. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I must ask for notice of that ques¬ 
tion. 


Functions and Duties or the Officers of the Bureau of Public Informa¬ 
tion. 

1200. *Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state the functions and duties of the officers of the Bureau of 
Public Information 1 

(&) Is it one of their duties to furnish information to private 
individuals ? If so, can their assistance be asked for in the collection 
of material on any subject ? 

(c) Does the supply of such information constitute a principal part 
of their work i 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) The Honourable Member is 
referred to the reply given to question No. 305 by Mr. O’Donnell on the 
1st March 1921. 

(ZO and (c). This has not been prescribed as one of their duties, but, 
as I think the Honourable Member is aware, they do everything in their 
power to furnish information to private individuals on any subject that 
can reasonably be regarded as coming within the scope of the Bureau. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Is it a part of the duty of this Department to 
furnish information to American tourists ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The Department is prepared to give 
information so far as matters on public record are concerned to all persons 
who desire to study the conditions of the country. I may add they are 
equally prepared to obtain similar facilities for Indian travellers who 
desire* to visit European countries. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Will the Government kindly state whether this 
Department institutes any enquiry as to what use the materials placed at 
the disposal of the travellers would be put to ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The matter supplied is all contained 
in public documents. Under no circumstances, is any access given to con¬ 
fidential documents. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Is it a fact that one of the functions of this Depart¬ 
ment. is to spend money on secret service ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : No. Sir. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Islay I ask for an answer to part (c) 
of my question 1 What proportion of their work consists in the supply of 
information cither to Indians or Europeans f 
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The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : T am afraid I should have to make 
a more extensive examination of the records of the Department, than I 
have been able hitherto to do to give any arithmetical reply to that 
question. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Will the Honourable Member give an 
approximate answer ? 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : Is it not a fact that it is the 
duty of this Department to supply information to the public ?• 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : On matters coming within the scope 
of their functions. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Is it a part of .the duty of the officers of this' De¬ 
partment to canvass for votes in this House ? 

Mr. H. Ahmed : Are the Government aware that there is a strong 
feeling among the elected Members of this Assembly that they are not 
allowed to criticise the functions or actions of the officers of the.Bureau 
of Public Information ? It has been referred to by successive Home Mem¬ 
bers from Sir Malcolm Hailey onwards that this Department has to do 
some secret sendee which is beyond the sphere of the Members of this 
Assembly to enter into. (Laughter.) ' , , 

Functions of the Bureau of Public Information in connection with the 
Views and Policies of. Government. 

1201. ^Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : (a) Is the Bureau intended to 
explain and popularize the views and policies of Government when they 
are in conflict with Indian views and policies. 

(7j) Are its officers freer from Government control than other Gov¬ 
ernment servants because they are the agents of Government for official 
propaganda ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : («) I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the answer I have given to part (a-) of his question No. ,1200. 

(6) The officers of the Bureau, like all Government servants, are 
governed by the Government. Servants’ Conduct Rules. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I know if they are allowed to 
write to newspapers in this country ? 

The Honoimable Mr. J. Crerar : Yes, Sir, in so far as subjects which 
are within their function are concerned. 

Mr..Gaya, Prasad Singh : Is this Department in any way analogous 
to the C. I. D. ? 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar : Are they propagandists of Government views 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : No, Sir. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : Will Government once for all place on the table a 
statement showing the proper functions of this Department for the informa¬ 
tion of all ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : That. Sir, is contained in mv reply 
to question No. 3200. . 
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Mr. K. C. Roy : Is it a fact tliat the functions of tins Department 
were defined by the Committee over which Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru pre¬ 
sided ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : There was an Advisory Committee 
appointed and there is still an Advisory Committee in existence. 

Mr. K. 0. Roy : Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table 
the report of the Sapru Committee so that Members may* know exactly 
w r hat the functions of this Department are ? 

Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy : Are any other Government servants allowed 
to contribute to newspapers ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Subject to the Government Ser¬ 
vants’ Conduct Rules, they are. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar : Sir, may I know how many meetings 
of this Advisory Committee have so far been held and what have been its 
proceedings ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I must ask for notice of that. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will the report of that Committee be laid 
on the table 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I will consider that. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I know whether the information 
communicated to the Press by these officers is published over their own 
signatures or as editorial paragraphs and leaders ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Newspapers rarely publish articles 
over the writers’ signatures. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : We should like to hear Mr. Coatman ! 

Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy : Will the Honourable Member give us some 
idea of the restrictions imposed on Government servants by the Government. 
Servants’ Conduct Rules in regard to their contributions to the Press ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I would invite the attention of the 
Honourable Member to the rules themselves. 

Pandit Hirdav Nath Kunzru : May I know if these officers write 
to newspapers in England and America ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Yes, Sir ; contributions are not 
limited to tlie Press in this country. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May we know. Sir, on what occasions 
the Publicity Department during the last. 12 months contributed articles 
to the foreign press ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I think. Sir, that is a notice question. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Are those contributions made solely in the 
interests of India ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Yes. Sir. 

Mr. K, C. Neogy : Do the officers concerned get any remuneration 
for their contributions ! 



4652 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [20TH SEPT. 1927. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I think that in the majority of eases, 
at any rate, the contributions are purely honorary. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kimzru : Do they write under instructions from 
Government or on their own initiative ? 

The Honourable -Mr. J. Crerar : Under general instructions, in parti¬ 
cular cases, on their own initiative. 

Messing Arrangements of Members of the University Training Corps 
of the United Provinces while in Camp. 

1202. ^Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : (a) Is it a fact that members 
of the United Provinces University Training Corps have been informed 
that they will be supplied with uncooked rations in accordance with the 
scale fixed for Indian soldiers and given 2 as. 6 p. a day during the next 
annual camp ? 

(b) Are Indian soldiers supplied with sugar-and fuel free of cost 
as part of their rations and will the members of the University Training 
Corps have to pay for both these things out of their daily allowance of 
2 as. 6 p. ? 

(c) Will the various detachments also have to pay the cooks which 

they are required to bring with them out of the daily allowance referred 
to above ? If so, why ? Will the new arrangement cost Government 
more than the contract system under ; which' the' University Training 
Corps were fed till last year ? . '• >■•• ••• . < 

(d) Is it a fact that the scale of rations fixed for the University 

Training Corps is lower than that fixed for British soldiers ? If so, how 
do Government justify this difference. . , . •, r - . 

Mr. G. M. Young : Government have no information of the details 
mentioned by the Honourable Meriiber. Arrangements for the messing 
of members of the University Training Corps while in camp are left 
entirely to the University authorities concerned, to whom Government 
make a lump sum grant for the purpose. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Do I understand that the sum con¬ 
tributed this year is the same as that which was contributed last year 1 

Mr. G. M. Young : The sum is Rs ; 3,500 for 15 days’ training. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I know whether the sum this 
year is the same as last year ? I have not been able to hear the Honour¬ 
able Member. 

Mr. G. M. Young : I don’t know, Sir. There is a fixed sum which 
is Rs. 3,500 for 15 days’ training. I believe it was the same last year as 
it is this year. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I know in this connection, Sir, 
whether in accordance with the recommendations of the Auxiliary Force 
and Territorial Force Committee, the University Training Corps is to be 
regarded as a provincial or an urban unit ? The point of my question is 
that the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Committee recommended that 

TT p°?-r lcrs ur han units should be paid extra messing charges at the rate 

of H annas per day. , 
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Mr. G. M. Young : I am not prepared to go into the general questions 
of urban and provincial units. As regards tlie present question. Govern¬ 
ment have no information of the details ; they make a lump sum grant 
to the Universities and the Universities use it according to their own 
discretion. No complaints have been received from any University so 
far that this grant is inadequate. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Whose duty will it be to carry out 
the recommendations of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Committee, 
if not that of the Central Government ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I do not see how that question arises. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is it not the fact that while the 
Auxiliary Force and Territorial Force Committee, whose recommenda- 
tifins have been accepted, recommended that 54 annas per day should be 
paid as an extra messing charge, the members of the Corps only receive 
annas per day now ? 

(No answer was given.) 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : With regard to part (d), will Gov¬ 
ernment enquire why the rations supplied to the members of the Uni¬ 
versity Training Corps are on a lower scale than that applicable to Indian 
soldiers ? ' • 

Mr. G. M. Young : No, Sir ; Government do not propose to enquire 
-into any of these details. As I have already informed my Honourable 
friend, the arrangements for the messing of the University Training 
Corps'while in camp are left entirely to the University authorities con¬ 
cerned. Government make a lump sum grant. If the sum is insufficient, 
doubtless the Univei-sities will make representations to that ‘effect. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is the Honourable Member aware 
that the arrangements are made not by the University authorities but by 
the Adjutant; ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : No, Sir ; I am not aware of that. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Will the Honourable Member be good 
enough to enquire into that ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : No, Sir. The arrangements are left entirely to 
the Universities : the Adjutant lias no instructions from Government to 
make the arrangements instead of the Universities. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : If the lump sum grant is not raised 
by Government, how is the University going to give 5) annas per day as 
recommended by the Auxiliary Force and Territorial Force Committee f 


Issue of Bifebs to the United Provinces University Training 

Corps. 

1203. *Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : When do Government propose 
to issue rifles to the United Provinces University Training Corps ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The Honourable Member is referred to part 
(b) of my answer to his starred question No. f>14. 
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Pandit Hirday Nath. Kunzru : May I know whether since that 
question was answered, Government have taken any steps to supply rifles 
to the University Training Corps ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : Government were taking steps when my Honour¬ 
able friend asked his question. They are still taking steps. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Have they taken any further steps, 
or are they still at the same stage ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : They are proceeding with the same steps, Sir. 


Proportion of Lewis Gunners in University Training Corps. 

1204. *Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Is it a fact that every Indian 
infantry battalion is supposed to consist of 75 per cent, riflemen and 25 
per cent. Lewis gunners ? Hoes this rule apply to the Indian Territorial 
Force or the University Training Corps ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : The proportion mentioned in the first part of 
the question is approximately correct. The answer to the second part 
is in the negative. The University Training Corps are not supplied with 
Lewis guns because they are not liable for military service. The period 
of training for other units of the Indian Territorial Force is not long 
enough to permit of instruction in the use, mechanism and tactical handling 
of Lewis guns. The first essential is to train men fully in the use of the 
rifle. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : Bid the Auxiliary Force and Terri¬ 
torial Force Committee recommend any difference between the training 
given to the University Training Corps and to the. Indian Hefence Force 
simply because they recommended that the University Training Corps 
should not be liable for general service ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I understand the Honourable Member to be 
asking me questions on the contents of the Report of the Auxiliary and 
Territorial Forces Committee of which he appears to have a copy in his 
hand. I have not. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I ask, since it concerns the 
Honourable Member’s Hepartment, whether there need be any difference 
between the training given to the University Training Corps and the 
training given to the Indian Hefence Force simply because the University 
Training Corps is not to have any liability for general service V 

Mr. G. M. Young : That, Sir, is a question of opinion. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I ask whether it is not a 
question of fact, the matter being entirely in the power of the Government 
of India 1 

Mr. G. M. Young : As I heard the Honourable Member’s question, 
it was not a question of fact. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : May I know whether there is any 
warrant in the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Committee’s reeommenda- 
- l VT s _ _ r nuking any distinction between the training given to the 
Forn Cr ? lt ' Trnini ng Corps and the training given to the Indian Hefence 
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Official Assistance to Miss Mayo in coelecting Materials for her 

Book “ Mother India 

1163. *Mr. M. S. Aney : (a) lias the attention of the Government of 
India been drawn to Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India ” and the numerous 
statements regarding India and Indian people contained therein ? 

(6) Is it a fact that Mr. Coalman, Head of the Publicity Department 
of the Government of India, was associated with Miss Mayo in collecting 
materials for her book ? 

(c) Is there any truth in the rumour that Miss Mayo was in some 
way or other subsidised by the Scout Service Funds ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Mr. Coatman saw the proofs of the book * 

(e ) Will the Government find out and disclose the names of such 
officials as helped Miss Mayo in the collection of materials of that book 
or in writing it ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Government have seen the 
book. 

(5), (c) and (d). There is no truth whatever in these suggestions 
and I should like to repudiate them emphatically. I would also refer 
the Honourable Member to the Foreword to the book itself, in which the 
author expressly states that she submitted the manuscript of the book 
to no one connected with official life. 

(e) Government have no reason to suppose that any official gave Miss 
Mayo any assistance beyond what is given to any member of the public. 

Issue of a Contradiction to the Numerous Allegations contained in 

Miss Mayo’s Books “ Mother India ” and “ Isles of Fear 

1164. *Mr. M. S. Aney : (a) Will the Government be pleased to stale 
whether they have issued any instructions to the Head of the Publicity 
Department to promptly issue any book or pamphlet to give an authorita¬ 
tive contradiction to any of the numerous allegations contained in the two 
hooks of Miss Catherine Mayo “ Mother Tndia ” and “ Isles of Fear ” ? 

(5) If not, will the Government he pleased to saj" whether they 
propose to do so hereafter ? 

(c) If not. why ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) and (l>). Government have not 
given and do not propose to give such instructions. 

(c) They do not consider that such instructions would serve any 
useful purpose. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Do Government attach any importance to the 
resentment, that has been caused among the public by this hook ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : Government have naturally observ¬ 
ed that with interest and concern. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Are Government in sympathy with the statements 
that have appeared in this book ? 
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The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : That.. Sir, is rather too general a 
question for me to reply to either affirmatively or negatively. 

Mr. M. It. Jayakar : Does that book represent the opinions of 
Government on the culture and traditions of Indians .? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : I have already explained that 
Government accept no responsibility for what has appeared in this book. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Is the Government attitude one of neutrality in 
this matter ? , , (i 

(No answer.) 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Do Government possess any opinion on the 
statements contained in the book ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : The Honourable Member is asking 
for an opinion. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Do Government, possess any opinion at all ? 
That is not a question of opinion, but of fact. 

Mr. B. Das : Are Government going to proscribe that book ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed : In view of the fact that there is great commotion 
and disorder in the House and in' the couhti* 3 q do Government propose. 

Mr. President : Order, order. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : The question arises, Sir, and I. am entitled to put 
supplementary questions. May I know under what rule or standing 
order the Chair rules me . out of order ? . 

Mr. President : Order, order. Mr. Aney.. 

Date of Appointment of Mb. Booth as Postmaster General in the Punjab. 

1165. *Mr. M. S. Aney : (a.) When was Mr. Booth first appointed to 
assume charge of the post of Postmaster.Genei*al in the Punjab ? 

(6) For what time during the aforesaid period has he been at Lahore 
aud Simla, respectively ? . . 

(c) Is the Postmaster General provided with Government quarters 
both at Lahore and Simla and, if so, at what rent per annum ? 

Mr. H. A. Sams : ( a ) 23rd March, 1922. 

(b) For 7 and 5 months respectively in a year. 

(c) No. 

QUESTIONS NOT PUT, WITH ANSWERS TO THE SAME. 

Reversal of the Judgment in the Rajpal Case. 

1162. “Maulvi Badi-uz-Zaman : (a) Are the Government aware of 
the decision of the test case in the ~V art man case delivered by the Division 
Bench of the Lahore High Court ? 

(b) Are the Government aware that Indian Muslims throughout the 
country have censured the Rajpal judgment in the strongest possible 
mngnage ? 
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(c.) Are Government aware of the feelings of Muslims in this matter, 
to the effect that they can never be satisfied unless the Raj pal judgment 
which has been -the cause of serious disturbance in the country is reversed ? 

(rf) Do the Government propose to take steps to set aside the Rajpal 
judgment delivered by a single bench consisting of Mr. Justice Dalip Singh 
of the Lahore High Court ? 

(e) Do the Government of India propose to instruct the Local Govern¬ 
ment to take further action against one Rajpal, the publisher of Rangila 
Rasul 1 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar : (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). Government have seen reports of meetings and reso¬ 
lutions. 

(d) and (e). No. 


Rebates offered by Heavy Steel Manufacturers of the United 
Kingdom on Joists and other Materials. 

1174:. -Mr. cTamnadas M. Mehta : (a) Has the attention of Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to Reuter’s telegram from London, dated 1st September 
1927, stating lhat 28 firms of heavy steel manufacturers of the United 
Kingdom arc offering a rebate from 2nd September of seven shillings 
six pence per ton on joists and five shillings per ton on other materials 1 

(b) Have Government considered the effect of this step on the Indian 
steel industry ? And do Government propose to take any further steps 
to protect the industry ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The Government of India hnve 
seen the telegram referred to, but a British official wireless message of 
the same date states that the rebate will be given only to home con¬ 
sumers. If this is correct, the rebate should ha^e no effect on the Indian 
steel industry. 


Appointment of Assistant Accountant in the Calcutta Port Trust. 

1175. -Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : (o) Are Government aware of the 
strong feeling of resentment in commercial and other circles in Calcutta 
against the contemplated appointment of a European as the Assistant 
Accountant in the Calcutta Port Trust ? 

(b) Have Government received any protests from public bodies in 
this behalf ? 

(c) What steps do Government propose to take in order to prevent 
their policy of Indianisation being departed from by the Calcutta I ort 
Trust 1 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) and (b). The Port C ommis- 
sioners, Calcutta, have invited applications from fully qualified Chartered 
Accountants. European dr Indian, and not from Europeans only. Gov¬ 
ernment have seen protests in the Indian Press against the quahfieatio 
demanded, and have received representations on the subject from the 
Indian Chamber of Commerce, the Mnrwnri Association, and the Beiiga 
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National Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, and tlie Indian Merchants 
Chamber, Bombay. 


( h) Under section 34 of the Calcutta Port Act, appointment to this 
post, which carries a monthly salary of less than Rs. 1,000, does not re¬ 
quire the previous sanction of Government. The Government of India 
have, however, requested the Government of Bengal to forward the re¬ 
presentation of the Indian Chamber of Commerce to the Port Commis¬ 
sioners for their careful consideration. 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

Indian Delegation to the 11th Session of the International Labour 

Conference. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji : With your permission, Sir, I beg to 
ask two questions of which the Honourable Member for Industries and 
Labour has been good enough to accept short notice. 

1. (a) Will the Government please, state the clauses of the Treaty 
of Versailles under which they have made the following statement in a 
recent communique regarding the nomination of the Indian Delegation 
to the 11th Session of the International Labour Conference to be held 
in Geneva in 1928 “ in selecting the Delegates for Employers and Labour 
the Government of India will attach due importance to the recommenda¬ 
tions made by organised representative associations of employers and 
employed ? 

(b) Do the words “organised representative associations ” cover 
non-Indian national organisations in India ? 

(c) If so, will the Government please state how they reconcile it with 

the definite findings of the Credentials Committee of the Ninth Session 
of the Conference that “ the representation of a country at the General 
Confei’ence should be a national one ” ? ■ 

2. Will the Government please state if they propose to send to the 
next International Labour Conference as many Advisers of the Em¬ 
ployers’ and Workers’ Delegates as are provided for by the Treaty of 
Versailles. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : 1I‘ (a) Article 389. 

(b) In the view of the Government of India, important organizations 
composed of employers or workers in India cannot be debaiTed from 
participation on racial grounds. 

(ta) In precisely the same way as the Credentials Committee re¬ 
conciled the opinion quoted by the Honourable Member with their re¬ 
commendation that Sir Arthur Froom’s credentials should be validated 
by the Conference. 

2. Government have not yet considered the question. .. . - 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji ; With regard to 1 (b) of the state¬ 
ment of the Honourable Member that the Credentials Committee accepted 
the nomination of Sir Arthur Froom, is it true that the Credentials Com¬ 
mittee laid down that.that nomination of Sir Arthur Froom was valid 

or the purpose of that particular conference which was a shipping eon- 
lcrence ? 
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Tile Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the proceedings of that Credentials Committee, 
lie was present at Geneva aud tried his best, to persuade them to accept 
his opinion in regard to Sir Arthur Froom’s nomination. He failed in 
his efforts. 


MESSAGE FROM TIIE COUNCIL OF STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly : Sir, the following Message lias been re¬ 
ceived from the Council of State : 

“ I a in directed to inform you that the Council of State have, at their meeting 
held on the 19tli September, 1927, agreed without any amendments to the following 
Bills which were passed by the Legislative Assembly on the 14th September, 1927 : 

A Bill further to amend the Cantonments Act, 1924, for certain purposes. 

A Bill to amend the Indian Emigration Act, 1922, for a certain purpose. 

A Bill further to amend the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, for certain purposes. 


RESOLUTION BE MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF KHADI —contcL 

Mr. President : The House will now resume further discussiou of 
the following Resolution moved by Mr. Ram Narayan Singh on the 13th 
September 1927 : 

“ This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to start Khadi 
(hand-spun and hand-woven clothes) depots in each provincial capital with branches 
in each district therein for the manufacture and sale of Khadi under the entire manage 
meat of the local Provincial Congress Committee and to set apart at least a sum of 
one crore of rupees for the purpose in the next annual Budget. ’ ’ 

Mr. Ram Narayan Singh (Chota Nagpur Division : Non-Muham¬ 
madan) : With your permission, Sir, I beg to state that this Khadi Resolu¬ 
tion is a very important one aud its importance requires that there ought 
to be a large attendance in the House and a good many Members ought to 
take part in this discussion. As the House has grown rather thin, I am 
afraid, full justice will not be done to the subject. I, therefore, beg leave 
of the House to withdraw the Resolution. My friends have also advised me 
to do so. I beg to add one thing more. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is not entitled to make a 
speech on a motion that leave be given to him to withdraw his Resolu¬ 
tion. 

The Resolution was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 


RESOLUTION BE PENSIONS OF THE EMPLOYEES OF THE 
TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : 
With your leave, Sir, I will move the Resolution that stands in the name 
of the Honourable Mr. Jamnadns Mehta, and runs ns follows : 

“ That tliis Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to be pleased 
to laviso the rules and regulations relating to the pensions of the emplovecs of the 
Telegraph Department to make them equitable and just by providing : 

(3) that nn employee rendering 21 years’ net service, i.c.. excluding any kind 
of fundamental leave, shall, on being invalided, be in receipt of half the 
average pension ; 
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(2) that ail employee rendering 25 years’ net service as above shall receive a re¬ 

tiring pension of five-eightlis of average pay and in addition a bonus 
of one year’s pay ; 

(3) that an employee rendering 30 years’ net service shall receive five-eighths. 

of average pay and in addition a bonus of 15 months’ pay.” 

Sir, I regret the circumstances which have not enabled my Honourable 
friend Mr. Jamnadas Mehta to be present in this House to move the Re¬ 
solution himself. I do not propose to take the. House into any very great 
■details in regard to all the items mentioned in this Resolution, but I 
will beg of them to extend their sympathy to the general principle which 
underlies this Resolution and which I think can be stated in a very few 
•words. The conditions of sendee in the Telegraph Department are parti¬ 
cularly hard, and in view of that fact the pension rules should be re¬ 
laxed fori the benefit of the members of that particular branch of the 
public service. Sir, there are three very serious statements made, in 
support of this contention. The first is that in the majority of cases 
the members of the telegraph service die before they reach the age of 
retirement. The second is that in about 90 per cent, of cases the officers 
after retirement do not live beyond five years to enjoy their pension. 
The third is that, although theoretically a telegraphist is held to be 
entitled to full pension after 30 years’ service for all practical purposes 
he puts in 37 years of active service having regard 1)o the fact that he does 
not enjoy any holidays. I do not vouch for the accuracy of these allega¬ 
tions, and all I can say is that when they are made they are certainly seri¬ 
ous enough to merit an inquiry at the hands of Government. Sir, it may 
be that service conditions in certain other branches of the public service 
may be quite as onerous as in the Telegraph Department ; and if tha,t be 
so, then the enquiry that I suggest might not necessarily be confined to 
the Telegraph Department. However, Sir, that raises a very wide issue 
which, I am afraid, will not fall within the, scope of the department of 
which my Honourable friend Sir Bhupendra Nath is in charge. I men¬ 
tion this point particularly because the Honourable Member in charge is 
responsible for the administration of the Labour Department which 
concerns itself with the welfare of the working classes generally, and as 
the Honourable Member particularly is responsible for the administration 
of such humanitarian measures as the Workmen’s Compensation Act and 
other measures of a similar character, I naturally expect a greater degree 
of sympathy from him than from other Members of Government when I 
put forward this claim for an inquiry. If, as a matter of fact, service 
conditions in any particular branch of the public service really cut short 
a man’s natural span of life, then surely it is a case in which these condi¬ 
tions and pension rules should be suitably revised. I do not think I need 
say anything more to commend this suggestion of mine to the Govern¬ 
ment, but before I sit down, I want to make it clear that it is not my 
intention to press this Resolution, and that I am perfectly willing to with¬ 
draw it if my Honourable friend Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra - can hold 
out a hope that an inquiry into the facts I have mentioned will be made. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests) : Sir, while support¬ 
ing this Resolution, I wish to confine myself to the case of the telegraph 
peons and to what is called the line staff. Sir, the employees belong- 
to the Telegraph Department other than the telegraph peons and 
10 ine s tuff and other menials in the offices at least get their pension on 
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a superior scale according to tlie Civil Service Regulations, but unfor¬ 
tunately tlie telegraph peons and the line staff are considered to belong 
to an inferior service and not to what is called the superior service and 
get pension on an inferior scale. I have spoken on this point in this House 
several times, and I take this opportunity again to bring to the notice 
of the department concerned that there is no justification for making 
this distinction. They consider the postmen to belong to the superior ser¬ 
vice, while the telegraph peons who do the same kind of work are con¬ 
sidered to belong to the inferior service and are therefore given inferior 
xates of pension. I hope. Sir, the department will see their way to do 
justice to the telegraph peons and the line staff belonging to this depart¬ 
ment. Sir, in the case of the telegraph peons, as my Honourable friend 
Mr. Neogy has pointed out, there are special conditions why they should 
not. only get pension according to the superior Civil Service Regulations, 
but according to a scale better than the ordinary regulations. Sir, about 
two or three years ago I asked a question in this House whether Govern¬ 
ment will make inquiries as to why the telegraph peons die earlier than 
other employees of the Government do. The Government of India at 
that time refused to make an inquiry. I hope, Sir, in the interests of 
their poor employees the Government of India will not persist in refusing 
to make an inquiry into the fact whether the telegraph peons die a some¬ 
what premature death. 

Sir, there is another difficulty in the case of these telegraph peons. 
These peons are examined periodically by doctors, and if they are found 
unfit, they get a much smaller pension than they would ordinarily get. 
I hope, Sir, the Government of India will either do away Avith the medical 
examination of the telegraph peons or that they will introduce medical 
examination for their superior servants as well. It is not only the 
telegraph peons and the inferior staff who suffer in health by old age or 
by any other reason. There are many superior officers Avho do not 
maintain a uniform state of health throughout their service. If these 
superior officers are also examined periodically, I am quite sure a fair 
proportion of them will ha\ T e to he retired every year. 

Sir, unfortunately, these telegraph peons and the line staff are con¬ 
sidered to belong to the inferior staff, and the trouble with the Go\-ern- 
rnent of India is that, Avhen a body of men are stamped as belonging to an 
inferior service, they do not. find time to listen to their griewmees and to 
remedy them. These telegraph peons are considered to be menials. The 
question of these menial serA r ants Avas placed before GoA'ernment several 
times by us through questions, and for the last four years I have been 
receiving one stereotyped reply, namely, that tlie question is being con¬ 
sidered by tlie GoA-ernment. of India. Sir. since I first asked this question 
about the pension of menials, the Lee Commission has sal and reported, 
and most of the superior officers haA-e pot concessions in pay, prospects, 
leaA’e rules and passage, and A r arious other concessions. But. Sir. during 
all these yeai-s the GoA'ernment of India are still considering the question 
of tlie pension of menials. I do not knoAV when they aviII find time In 
look into this question. 

Tlien, Sir, there is one more point on Avhich T should like to say a 
few Avords. As these menials and telegraph peons are said to die pre¬ 
maturely, it is better that in their case the GoA'ernment of India should 
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introduce a provident fund system instead of the pension system, or 
let these people be given the choice between pension and provident fund.. 
Sir, even in the case of the provident fund, the Government of India are 
indifferent. Questions have been asked several times, and every time 
the Government of India say that the question is being considered. Sir,. 
I wish you to tell me whether there is any other method by which you or. I 
can make the Government of India move ‘in the ease of these poor people. 

Sir, there is only one more point on which I should like to say one 
word. The Government of India give pensions to their superior ser- ■ 
vants on a superior scale. As a matter of fact, I feel, Sir, that if any 
distinction is to be made between the superior and the inferior servants,, 
there should be a discrimination in favour of the, inferior servants. The 
superior servants are paid very generously by the, Government of India. 

It is quite possible for the superior service who get Rs. 2,000 a month 
12 Noon. or -^ s - 3,000 a month or Rs. 80,000 a year to save¬ 

something out of their pay for. their old age. 
But. it is not possible for a man who gets Rs. 10, or 15 or 20 a month to 
save anything out of the small pay to make provision for'his old agel. 

I therefore feel, Sir, that the Government of India will show some, sense 
of justice and bring the pension scales of inferior servants to at least 
the ordinary scales of civil servants. I hope, Sir, that the Government of 
India will inquire into this matter and will not take up much more time 
to do justice to the bulk of tlieir employees. 

I support this Resolution. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, before I 
heard my Honourable friend Mf. Neogy I was determined in my mind 
that I would oppose this Resolution. This Resolution reminds me of 
another Bi 1 ! which we have made into an Act, namely the Cotton Yarn 
Protection Bill. The millowners were agitating for protection. This, 
is in the same line. The vested interests clamour for more and more 
help. The vested interests of the telegraphists are here demanding 
special scales of pay' and pension which, if the Government were to in¬ 
troduce in one department, they would have eventually to concede in 
other departments and from what we know of the Honourable the 
Finance Member he will not permit any extra money going into the 
pockets of the employees of the Government of India. But I would 
like to confine my remarks to this Resolution. It has given my friend 
Mr. Joshi an opportunity to air the grievances of peons and menials on 
whose behalf he can speak with great authority, and in case the Honour¬ 
able the Industries and Labour Member is going to consider sympathe¬ 
tically the concession of these pension rules, he will have to concede 
first Mr. Joshi’s point and then the interests of the telegraphists in 
Bombay and Calcutta. But in my opinion and in the opinion of many 
Members in this part, of the House, some people are getting fat salaries 
and fat benefits which the Indian element in the Telegraph Department 
have always been deprived of and they have always admitted this. With 
these remarks, I hope the Honourable Member for Industries and 
Labour will give Mr. Neogy such an assurance as will satisfy him and 
enable him to withdraw his motion. . ■ 
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The Honourable Sir Bhupendra N&th-Miira- (Mfember f otlndttstries 
and Labour) : Sir, I confess I find myself in the same difficult" position 
in which my Honourable friend Mr. Neogy found himself placed. He 
tried to persuade this House to support a measure without' being, sure 
of the facts of which he was talking. His main point was that he had 
heard somewhere and from somebody that the mortality among, the 
telegraphists was higher than that in any other branch of the public 
service. 

Mr, N, M. Joshi : Telegraph peons. 

The 1 Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra': My friend Ml\ Neogy 
was referring to telegraphists. He was on quite a different' track 
from my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi. Now, Sir, the information which 
we have managed to collect shows that the mortality among telegraphists 
during the period of their service is no greater, and certainly .not 1 sub¬ 
stantially greater, than the mortality in the rest of the public service. 
Well, that throws out the most important of my Honourable friend's 
hypothetical assumptions. That being so, Sir, so- far as file particular 
body of people with whom he was dealing are concerned, the question of 
special concessions does not arise. And that is the only answer I : have 
to give to my Honourable friend Mr. Neogy. My friend Mr. Joshi tried 
to bring within the purview of this limited - Resolution certain other 
grievances of other people in whom he takes a great interest ; and here 
again, as he had not had the time to work out his case, he placed’before 
the House a number of misstatements. 

Mr.- N. M. Joshi : I did not. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : As I listened to his 
speech, I was amused, when I heard that a telegraph line man belonged 
to the inferior service and that the scale of pension for the inferior 
service was something outside the scope of the Civil Service Regulations. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I explain, Sir, that the pension given to these 
menials may be within the scope of the Civil Service Regulations, but the 
pensions given to them are on a smaller scale than the pensions given to 
what is called the superior service. That is my grievance. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : That may he so. Bid 
their scale of pay also is lower than the scale of pay of various officials in 
superior service. But that is not the proposition we were dealing'with. 
The Resolution is confined to the grievances of a certain class of tele- 
graplicmployees.. Jt does not cover the wider ground of;the pensions 
of all the inferior servants of the Government of India. If mv- Honour¬ 
able friend Mr. Joshi wants to discuss that proposition on the floor of 
the House, it is open to him to bring forward a separate Resolution. 

Mi*. N. M. Joshi : May I point out, Sir. 

Mr. President : Order, order. 1 cannot allow the Honourable 
Member to go on interrupting the.speaker now and again. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra : Now, Sir,- in view of 
the facts which T have set forth, I should advise tlie House very strongly 
to negative the particular Resolution which lias been brought forward 
by my Honourable friend Mr. Neogy. 1 have nothing further to add on 
the subject. 

Mr. N. M. Josh! : May I say. Sir, one word ? 
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Mr, President : The Honourable Member has no right to, make a 
second speech. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I am not making a second speech. 

Mr. President : Will the Honourable Member resume his seat ? 

Mr. K. O. Neogy : Sir, I do not think my Honourable friend, Sir 
Bhupendra Nath Mitra, was quite kind to me when he assumed that I was 
referring to certain gossip which I had heard in the bazaar when I made 
those statements. As a matter of fact, I had in my hand a statement pre¬ 
pared on behalf of a responsible trade organisation representing the Tele¬ 
graph Department and the three points that I mentioned find placfe in this 
particular memorandum. Sir, I do not know why my Honourable friend 
is particularly keen on throwing out this Resolution. I never expressed 
my intention to press it on the, House at all, and this strikes me as. being 
rather unkind on his part. I should have thought that he would give a 
little more time to this question and make a more thorough inquiry than 
it has been possible for him to make into the allegations to which I have 
drawn attention. Admittedly he himself is not very sure of his ground, 
.because I should have expected him to give me slightly moi’c definite 
details with regard to the mortality statistics in the Telegraph Depart-. 
ment. As the Honourable Member is in charge of the Labour Depart¬ 
ment, surely it is not wrong on our part to expect him to be a little more 
Sympathetic 1 . When an allegation is made in regard to the higher rate of 
mortality in this particular branch, surely it is the duty of the Honourable 
Member in charge to make a thorough investigation into the allegations. 
And before he is in a position to satisfy this House that there is nothing 
absolutely in that allegation, he should not ask this House to negative this 
Resolution. Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Resolution. 

The Resolution was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava (Ambala- Division : Non-Muhamma¬ 
dan) : Sir, for certain reasons I am constrained to submit that I do not 
wish to move this Resolution"' to-day, and I beg leave to withdraw it. 


Mr. V. V. Jogiah (Ganjam cum Vizagapatam : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : I too, Sir, beg leave to withdraw my Resolutiont. 


Kumar Gangnand Sinha (Bhagalpur, Purnea and the Santhal 
Parganas : Non-Muhammadan) : In view of the fact that, there is a very 
thin attendance in the House I do not want to risk my Resolution.! I 
shall bi-ing it, up later on, 

* 11 This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council tlmt the policy 
of the railway administration in India be immediately Italianized, and further recom¬ 
mends that the Railway Board should have a majority of Indians and no future appoint¬ 
ment should go to a non-Indian until the majority, is secured to and maintained for 
Indians.” 

t ‘ ‘ This Assembly Tocommends to the Governor General in Council to take stops, 
at an early date, to constitute the contiguous Telugu-speaking areas in the Madras 
Presidency into a separate Province for all legislative, administrative and judicial 
purposes.” 

t ” This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that he may be 
pleased to take immediate steps to stop tlie exportation out of India of sacred objects 
and of mdian antiquities, manuscripts, works of ancient art and such other things as 
are either national heirlooms and are objects of national pride or are necessary for a 
proper understanding and appreciation of India’s past and for,the study and reconstrnc- 
jU Indians of the history of ancient and modimval India.” 
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Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kama on Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I bog to move the motion which stands in 
my name and which runs as follows : 

“ That this Assembly <lo appoint a Committee under the Chairmanship of the 
Honourable the President and consisting of the Honourable Members named below, to 
enquire into the privileges and status of Members of this Assembly and to make recom¬ 
mendations : 

(1) The Honourable the Home Member. 

(2) The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra. 

(3) Mr. K. C. Boy. 

(4) Nawab Sir Saliibzada Abdul Qaiyum. 

(5) Pandit Motilal Neliru. 

(G) Lala Lajpat Bai. 

(7) Mr. M. A. Jinnali. 

(8) Mr. Shanmukhaui Chetty. 

(9) Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. 

(10) Sir Pursliotamdas Thakurdas, and 

(11) the Stover. 5 ’ 

Sir, the motion which I am moving to-day before the House ought to 
have been brought before the House long before this. 

Mr. President : Is the Honourable the Home Member in charge of 
this motion on behalf of Government ? 

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar (Home Member) : I am prepared to 
deal with the matter, Sir. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : In fact, the subject matter of tins 
motion ought to have formed the subject of inquiry by the Southborough 
Committee and the status and privileges of Members of this House should 
have been formulated in the form of regulations as soon as the Legislative 
Assembly came into being. As a result of their not being so formulated 
in the form of such regulations we, the Members of this House, are 
deprived of all the privileges which are enjoyed by the Members of other 
Parliaments .within the British Empire, nor do we possess any rights, 
privileges or status in the public life of the country or on ceremonial 
occasions as Members of the Legislative Assembly. Even the name of the 
Legislative Assembly has been removed from the 'Warrant of Precedence. 
It is for this reason, Sir. that I consider it necessary 1o move the present 
motion before the House. The Muddimnn Committee on their own 
initiative took up this question, but there being no material before them, 
they were unable to go into the details of the question. The Muddinian 
Committee in their report base said : 

“ It bns not been suggested to us from any source that Legislatures in India should 
be provided with a complete code of powers, privileges and immunities as is tlm case 
with most of the Legislatures in other parts of the Empire.” 

Notwithstanding this. Sir. the Muddimnn Committee made certain recom¬ 
mendations. They made three recommendations. First they recommended 
that Members of the Legislative Assembly should he exempted from serving 
as jurors and assessors, secondly, immunity from arrest and imprison¬ 
ment for civil causes during meetings of the Legislature in question and 
for periods of a week before and after such meeting, and their third 

( 1G65 ) 



4666 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [20lH SEPT. 1927. 

[Maulvi Muhammad Yakub.] 

recommendation was that the corrupt influencing of votes within any of 
the legislative bodies by bribery, intimidation and the like should be made 
a penal offence. But this should not be dealt with, as at present, as a 
question of privilege. All these three recommendations have now been 
put on the Statute-book in the form of rules and regulations, but as the 
Muddiman Committee themselves said, these recommendations were not 
really in the nature of privileges of Members of the House. There are 
several other questions which have come up before the‘House during the 
last few years in which the necessity of such regulations has been' very 
keenly felt by the Houses Bor instance, Sir, one Honourable Member of 
this Assembly after having been duly elected by his constituency and 
after having received an invitation from His Excellency the Governor 
General to attend the Assembly was not allowed by the 'Executive authority 
of the country to attend the House and he was absent‘throughout the 
whole Session. This is a question which will form the subject of discus¬ 
sion by the Committee which I am proposing. Only the other day we 
saw in the papers that the house of another Honourable Member of this 
House, while he was attending this Session of the' Assembly in Simla, 
was searched at Lahore by the local authorities. This question also should 
be discussed by the Committee and we must see how far such action.can 
be taken against Members of the Assembly while they are attending a 
session. Then, Sir, the question of allowance and residence may .also 
come up before this Committee if the amendment of my Honourable 
friend Mr. Das is accepted by the House. These and many other questions 
of a similar kind are very necessary to be discussed. Honourable Members 
of the other House were more vigilant in this respect. A similar motion 
was moved in the Council of State as long ago as 1926 by my Honourable 
friend Mr. K. C. Roy, who, I am glad, has now been degraded to this 
House, and whose name I have placed on my Committee. Unlike the 
Honourable Members of the Council of State, I will not press that the 
question of the prefix of “ Honourable ” should form a subject for dis¬ 
cussion by my Committee, because I consider that all. the Members of. the 
Assembly are Honourable without, borrowing feathers from anybody. 
With these words, Sir, I begdo m'ove the motion which stands in my name. 

Kumar Ganganand Sinha : I move, Sir, that the name of Mr. K. Y. 
Rangaswami Ayyangar be added to the Committee. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That the name of Mt. K. V. Rangaswami Ayyangar be added to the Committee.'’'’ 

The motion was adopted. 

.Mr. .B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I beg to 
move the amendment standing in my name, namely : 

“ That after the words ‘ to enquire into the privileges ’ the word ‘ allowances ’ 
be inserted ; 

' That the following names bo added at the end : 

Mr. K.'C. Neogy, and 
Mr. ET. M. .Toshi.” 

and with your permission. Sir, I should like 1o add also the name of Colonel 
Crawford. Sir, my Honourable friend Mr. Yakub has already signified 
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his approval of my amendment. Another House which sits somewhere 
on the other side of the hill passed a Resolution in that House during the 
last Session whereby they enhanced the privileges they iiave been enjoy¬ 
ing all along. 

Whether that House is a representative House is the question and this 
House will never give that House the privilege of being called a represen* 
tative House. The Members of the other House enjoy the title of 
“ Honourable ”. I hope this Committee, when it deliberates, will see how 
far they are Honourable gentlemen. We are all Honourable gentlemen. 
The title “ Honourable ” should be dropped in the case of Members of 
both Houses. If the Members of the other House enjoy such benefits, the 
Members of this House are equally entitled to enjoy them. Regarding 
allowances, I am not particular whether I get an3 r allowance or not. but 
I do not.like that there should be any differentiation between this House 
and the other House, which is so particular, like old women, about its 
privileges and allowances. I hope the Committee will go into the question 
of allowances. There should be no differentiation between the other nouse 
and this House, which, if I may be allowed to say so, is representative of 
the people of India and the Parliament of India ; and if this House has 
its own way, the other House should not exist at all. 

•Regarding the three names I have suggested, I have suggested 
Mr. Keogy’s name and Mr. Joshi’s name as they were Members of Ihe 
first Assembly after the Reforms, and as we are going to consider the 
privileges and status of Members, it? is best that Honourable Members who 
have fought the battle before us and who .know how to extract a certain 
amount of privilege from the Government should be there. I have sug¬ 
gested Colonel Crawford’s name, a member of European group, to add 
to the representative character of this Committee. With these remarks, 

I commend by amendment. 

Mr. President : What is the third name ? 

•Mr. B. Das : Colonel Crawford. 

Mr, President : The question is that the names of Mr. .K. C. 
Neogy.. 

The Honourable Mr. J. Orerar (Home Member) : Sir, -I wish to 
speak. 

'Mr. President : On the question of adding names ? 

The Honourable)Mr. J. Orerar : On the amendment. 

Mr.’President : The question is : 

“ That the names of Mr. K. C. 2scogy, Mr. jf. M. VToslii wul Colonel Cravrfortl be ' 
niVlcrt to the Committee.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable : Mr. J. Orerar : Sir, I should like to say a few 
words both on Mr. Das’s amendment and on the motion. In 
the first instance, I will deal very briefly with the motion itself. As the 
Honourable the Mover pointed out. this question was one of tlic questions 
dealt with by the Reforms Enquiry Committee, and on receipt of their 
recommendations the Government of India took the action which they at 
that time thought proper to take and certain legislation va« passed. That 
appeared to the Government of India what was necessary to do in the 
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present, state of affairs. It may that as a result of the enquiry by' the 
Statutory Commission, changes may he made in the constitution. of this 
country which would render reconsideration of the subject matter of this 
motion necessary. But, as matters at present stand, the view of Govern¬ 
ment is that it would be premature to make the enquiry suggested by the 
Honourable Member. We do not intend as a matter of fact to oppose the 
motion, but we wish to make it quite clear that we cannot lend our support 
to it. In particular, though the Government of India will be glad to 1 hear 
what views are entertained on these important matters, matters on which 
non-official Membei’s of this House are certainly entitled and expected to' 
have opinions of their own, while they will be glad to receive these opinions, 
they do not think that it would be proper that members of the Govern¬ 
ment should themselves be associated in the deliberations of the Com¬ 
mittee. Consequently we cannot agree to the inclusion in this Committee 
of members of Government. 

Secondly, with regard to the amendment moved by Mr. Das, we. con¬ 
sider that it would be undesirable and in fact inadmissible that this Com¬ 
mittee should go into questions relating to the allowances of Members ; 
it raises specifically financial questions. Subject to these remarks, the 
position of Government, I reiterate, is this. If this motion commends 
itself to the House, though Ave consider that it is premature, though we 
are not prepared to give it support, we at the same time are not prepared 
definitely to oppose it. We cannot agree to the inclusion of alloAvances 
of Members as a matter to be'dealt Avith by the Committee and avc cannot 
agree that members of Government should he members of the Committee. ‘ 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Sir, I am glad that the Honourable the 
Home Member has at least, declared that Goa' eminent members are not 
going to oppose my motion. But, Sir, really I consider that the points 
raised by the Honourable the Home Member in his speech are self-contra¬ 
dictory. In the first place, he says that he considers this motion prema¬ 
ture, because the Koyal Commission will soon he coming and the ivliole 
question will he revised ; and in the same breath the Honourable Member 
says that the commission Avould like to know the opinion,of the Members 
of this House on this question. Noav, Sir, unless a motion like this is 
accepted by the House, unless the. question comes before the House and a 
report is made by the Committee, how aviII the Statutory Commission 
he in possession of the vieAvs of the Members of this House 1 On the 
very ground which the Honourable the Home Member has pressed I con- 
.sider that this is exactly the proper time Avhen this motion ought to be 
moA'ed and accepted by this House, because Ave are on the eve of the 
Statutory Commission, and if really the Commission would like to know 
the A-iews .Of Honourable Members of this House on the question of their 
privileges and status, this is really the time when this question should he 
discussed, so that oiu- report may he ready before the Commission has 
nrrh’ed. 

As regards the inclusion of Goa t eminent members on this Committee, 
personallyVr thought- that at least there are certain questions on which 
the MemberPgm tins side of the House and the Members on the treasury 
wnelics can co-operate Avith each other, hut if the Honourable the Home 
‘ < Tn ’ >cr considers that the members of the Government cannot take part 
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in our discussions, tliat is to say, they do not want to give ns any help 
in the matter of the status and privileges of the Members of this House, 
we on this side of the House are not very eager to have them on our Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. President : Does Mr. Das wish to pi-ess his amendment or would 
he like to leave the motion as it is, unamended 1 

Mr. B. Das : May I ask the Honourable the Home Member. 

Mr. President : Government are going to oppose that amendment. 

Mr. B. Das : I may point out that it may lead to a reduction of the 
allowances, and not to a recommendation for increase. 

Mr. President : Is it the pleasure of this nouse that leave be given 
to Mr. Das to withdraw his amendment, namely : 

‘ ‘ 1 That after the words * to enquire into the privileges ’ the word ‘ allowances ’ 

he inserted 1 ” 

As no Member objected, the amendment was, by leave of the Assembly, 
withdrawn. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

* ‘ That, this Assembly do appoint a Committee under the Chairmanship of the 
Honourable the President and consisting of the Honourable Members named below, to 
enquire into the privileges and status of Members of this Assembly and to make re¬ 
commendations : 

Mr. K. C. Boy, 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum, 

Pandit Motilal Nehru, 

Lalu. Lajpat Bai, 

Mr. M. A. Jiiinab, 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty, 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviyn, 

Sir Pursliotnmdas Tlinkurdas, 

Mr. K. V. Itangaswami Ayyangar, 

Mr. K. C. Neogy, 

Mr. N. M. Joshi, 

Col. .T. D. Crawford, and 
the Mover.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : This House now stands adjourned sine die. 

The Assembly then adjourned sine die. 
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APPENDIX B * 

Translation of the Urdu- Speech of Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed Bajan i 
Bakh-sh Shah (South West Punjab : Muhammadan). 

Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed Raj an Balthsh Shah (South West 
Punjab : Muhammadan) : Mr. President, first of all allow me to thank 
you for giving me an opportunity to speak. It was very necessary that 
I should speak about two things ; firstly, because this is a religious Bill 
and secondly, that the Urdu language may not be deprived of its share 
of such a good deed done within the four walls of this Chamber. 

The primary duty of every Government is to keep peace in the country 
and the Government which neglects this duty is not fit to govern.' 

The present Bill which has been introduced in this House by. the 
Honourable the Home Member goes to prove tha.t the Government has 
some regard for the country’s good. 

The need for the Bill arose because, owing to the bad luck of the 
country, a Judge of the Lahore High Court let off.a man by the name of 
Kajpal who had hurt the feelings of His Majesty’s innumerable subjects 
by his very mean acts. Section 153 has always been applied to such offences 
as the one committed by Kajpal. All the High Courts considered • this 
section to be quite sufficient. The subject matter in the cases of 
Viehatar Jhvan ”, “ Vartman ” and Kajpal were identical in each case. 
Mr. Justice Dalai of the Allahabad High Court and the Divisional Bench 
of the Lahore High Court sentenced the accused under this very section, 
but Justice Dalip Singh let off the accused. 

Although practically the Kajpal decision can have no standing against 
the decisions of such experienced and learned Judges, still the subordinate 
Courts, acting on the Kajpal decision, which, has ;not; been set aside as 
yet, can only produce bad results in the country. 

I cannot understand why a few Honourable-Members are opposing this 
Bill and think it to be a Muslim Bill. There is no doubt that tlie Bill is 
being brought in because a Judge of a High Court let off a Hindu accused 
who had used obscene language and the worst possible expressions against 
Islam and its Founder. Indian Muhammadans expressed tlieir resentment 
at this and requested the Government either to set aside such a wonderful 
decision and to dismiss the Judge who had hurt the feelings of crores of 
Muhammadans, or to remove the defect, if .there be any in.reality, in the 
present law. 

The Honourable Members who are opposing the present Bill mean to 
say that the present law is quite sufficient. If it is so, Mr. Justice Dalip 
Singh has committed such an error as was not to be expected of a Judge of 
a High Court. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is not justified in criticising 
the judgment of the High Court. 

Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed Raj an Bakhsh Shah : Will the 
Honourable Members blame the Hindu Press which is upholding the Kajpal 
decision with all its strength'/ If not, what then does the opposition to 
tins mill moan ? Our Hindu brothers would have done much better if 
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they had, along with the Muhammadans, asked the Government to appeal 
to a full Bench against such a dangerous decision and to have it set aside. 
In that ease there would have beeu no necessity for this Bill ; but that was 
not done. The Rajpal decision is at the bet tom n e this Bill. Has this Bill 
been brought in to save only Islam from the attacks made on it 1 Cer¬ 
tainly not. It has been introduced to save all religions from such attacks. 

T very much blame every person who vilifies the religion of another, 
t was quite surprised to hear from the Honourable Mr. Amar Nath Dntr 
that the Government was siding with the Muhammadans in an uufaii 
manner. InHlie first place, keeping the pitiable state of the country in 
view, the Honourable Member should noi hate used such irresponsible ex¬ 
pressions. 

Secondly, when the Ilindu-Musihu 1'nirv Conference is taking place 
in Simla, the utterance of such bigoted sentiments by an Honourable Mem¬ 
ber is wholly undesirable. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : On a point of order, Sir, I do not follow the 
Honourable Member, but I am told that some reference was made to 
my speech in a way not consistent with the dignity of the House. 

Mr. President : Sved Rajan Bakhsh Shah. 

Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed Rajan Bakhsh Shah : The Muham¬ 
madans have much to complain of against the present policy of the Gov¬ 
ernment and they have reason to do so, when in every province of the 
country their rights are being trampled upon and the Government is 
quite callous about it. For instance look at the unsatisfactory reply the 
Honourable the Home Member ga\e in response lo my query in this Cham¬ 
ber to-day. 

It has been said that thq Muhammadans who were self-seekers or pro¬ 
moters of discord have alone engineered this Rajpal decision agitation. I 
can assure the Honourable Members that the Muhammadans of every school 
of thought from one end to the oilier of the country, whether they were 
Swarajists, Moderates or pro-Governmcnt, took part in it thinking it 
to be a religious duty, because no Muhammadan will over tolerate the fimit-r 
of derision being pointed at his true Prophet. 

The Government and this Honourable House should remember that the 
Muhammadans will sacrifice their lives and property but they will never 
suffer a word to be said against the honour of tlieir Iloly Prophet. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub : Sir. the Honourable Member is not 
talking on the Bill but is making irrelevant remarks. 

Mr. President : Syed Rajan Bakhsh Shah. 

Khan Bahadur Makhdum Syed Rajan Bakhsh Shah : With all the 
force I can command I support tins Bill, as introduced by the Ilonotnvbl v 
the Home Member and as amended by the SePot Committee. 
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building in New Delhi. 3327. 

Discontent caused by the promotion of Mr. T. Manser,, Assistant 
Engineer, to the 1st Division of the Telegraph Engineering 
Branch. 4202, 4203. 

Employment by British ship-owners of successful cadets, of the 
training ship. 3868. 

Employment of Mussalmans on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3133. 

Foreword to the Indian Sandhurst Committee Report. 3121. 

Functions and duties of the officers of the Bureau of Public Infor¬ 
mation. 4649, 4650. . 

Haj pilgrims. 3519, 3520, 3700. 

Inadequate representation of Mussalmans in the Indian Postal and 
Telegraph Department. 3220, 3221. 

Indian representation on the East African Royal Commission. 4647. 

Land-revenue system in Berar. 3606. 

Loan to the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. 3524-25. 

Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India ”. 4546, 4643. 

Mussalman employees of the Assam Bengal Railway. 3131. 

Non-representation of the Muslims of the Punjab in the Postal 
•* Department. 3509, 3510. 

Number of chances given to Income-tax Officers and Assistant 
Income-tax Officers in the Punjab to pass the departmental 
examination. 3614. 

Number of Muslim gazetted officers in certain specified Accounts 
offices. 4523-24. 

Number of Muslim gazetted officers in the Railway Board. 4522, 

Paucity of Muslims in the Income-tax Department of the Punjab 
and the North-West Frontier Province. 3613. 

Payment by the Indian Exchequer of the salaries of British officers 
formerly employed on staff duties in India on their return to 
England. 3374. 

Powers of control of the Agent, Assam Bengal Railway. 3131-32. 

Prevention of accidents in mines. 3211. 

Prevention of floods. 3599, 3600. 
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AHMAD, MR.. E.— concld. 

Question (Supplementary) re — concld. 

Publication of the Report of the Sub-Committee of the Indian Sand 
hurst Committee which visited Europe and America. 3517. 
Recommendations of the Delhi Conference regarding joint electo¬ 
rates. 3198, 3199. 

Recommendations of the International Labour Conference regarding 
social insurance. 3200. 

Recommendations of the Lee Commission about the Indian Medical 
Service. 3397. 

Representation of Muslims in the Central Printing Office. 4211. 
Resolution on the subject of the prohibition of liquor. 4521, 4544. 
Retrenchment by the Bengal Nagpur Railway of workmen employed 
in the Workshops at Kharagpur. 4048. 

Riots at Nagpur. 4568, 4569. 

Separation of judicial and executive functions. 3603, 3604. 
Speech delivered by Earl Winterton in the House of Commons 
regarding the Bengal detenus. 3145. 

Statistics relating to length of waterways provided on each Railway. 
3538, 3539. 

The Assam Bengal Railway Cottage Hospital at Chittagong. 3136. 
Timely warnings given by the Meteorological Department regarding 
the heavy rainfall in Gujarat and Orissa in July last. 4561. 
Unfounded allegations made by Maulana Hasan Nizami against the 
Arya Samajists of Delhi. 3506. 

Resolution rc — 

Ratification of the Draft Conventions concerning— 

(1) seamen’s articles of agreement, and 

(2) repatriation of seamen. 4623,- 4624. 

AHMAD, MR. NASIRUDDIN— 

Question rc discharge of -, Ex-IIend Establishment clerk of the 

combined offices of Gaya and Dinapore. East Indian Railway 
, 3311-12. 

AHMEDABAD MILLS— 

Quest ion rc exemption from income-tax of the income from the - 

Tilalc Swaraj Fund used for charitable educational purposes 
4218-4219. 

AIR FORCE, ROYAL— 

Question rc - in India. 3541. 

AIRSHIP SERVICE— 

Question rr -between England and India via Egypt. 3322. 

ATTCHISON COLLEGE, LAHORE— 

Question rc contribution to the -. 3306-07. 

A1YANGAR, MR. C. DURAISWAMI— 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill— 

- Motion to circulate. 3369-70. 
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AIYANGAR, MR. C. DURAISWAMI —con eld. ■ " 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— ' 

Consideration of clause 2. 4496-97. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Consideration of clause 7. 3822-23, 3842. ; 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— - 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 4426. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill- — ' 

Motion to circulate. 4335-36. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4017-26. 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4066, 4068, 4098. 

Motion for Adjournment re serious situation in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway Workshops at Kharagpur. 4389. 

Question re installation by the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway 
of a pumping station at the river Palar. 3289. 

Question (Supplementary) re opinion of Dr. James H. Cousins regard¬ 
ing New Delhi and its buildings, etc. 3374-75. 

Resolution re censorship of Cinematograph Films. 4363-68. 

AJMER— 

Question re — 

Admission of students who have passed the High School examination 
in Delhi to the Government College, -. 3710. 

Manufacture of engines at the workshops owned by the Bombay, 

Baroda and Central India and Iia jputana-Malwa Railways in-. 

3896. 

Manufacture of locomotives in the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Railway workshop at-. 4560. 

Muslim teachers of the Government High School, -. 3908. 

Number of Muhammadan and Mahratta teachers in the Government 
High School, -. 4185. 

Number of students refused admission into the Government High . 
School and the Moinia Islamia High School in-. 4185. 

Pay of the Professor of Sanskrit and the Professor of Persian in the 
Government. College, -. 3911. 

Staff of the Government High School, -. 3908. 

Supervising staff of the boarding house of the Government High 
School, --. 3909, 4185-86. 

AJMERE GATE, DELHI— 

Question rc opening of the new station near-. 3736. 

A JMERE-MERWAK A— 

Question rc — 

Board of High School and Intermediate Education for-3911- 

12 . 

Development of primnrv education among Muhammadans in --• 

4184. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


13 


AJMERE-MERWARA— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Employment of more Muslims in the clerical cadre of the Education 
Department, -. 3909-10. 

Enquiries by the Royal Commission on Agriculture into the agricul¬ 
tural resources of -. 4217. 

Medical education in-. 4043. 

Military services rendered by the Mens (Rawats) and Merats of- 

3896-97. 

• ■ Number of Hindu and Muhammadan graduate teachers in Govern¬ 
ment service in-. 3910. 

Opening of primary schools for Muslims in-. 3908-09, 4184. 

' ‘" Separate inspecting agency for -. 3912. 

Stoppage of recruitment of the Mers and Merats of - for the 

Indian Army. 3897-98. 

Strength of Muhammadan police officers in the North-West Frontier 

Province, the Punjab, Delhi, - and the United Provinces. 

3507-08. 

AKBAR KHAN, MOHAMMAD— 

Question re release of -, convicted under section 121 of the Indian 

Penal Code. 4207-4208. 

AKORA VILLAGE— 

Question re internment of Mohammad Safiq in -. 3893-94. 

ALAMBAGH STORES DEPARTMENT— 

Question re dismissal of Mr. B. L. De Rozario, late Depot Store Keeper, 
-. 3298-99. 

ALEXANDER, MR. W.— 

Election of - to the panel of the Standing Committee to advise 

on subjects in the Department of Commerce. 3327. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill—- 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4069-70. 

Oath of office. 2969. 

ALIGARH— • 

Question re — 

Appointment of a Commission to enquire into the working of the 
Muslim University at -. 3413-14. 

Enquiry into the working of the Muslim University at-. 3413. 

ALLAHABAD— 

Question rc removal of the Capital of the United Provinces from- 

to Lucknow. 3305, 3620-21. 

ALL-INDIA POSTAL AND R. M. S. CONFERENCE— 

Question re— 

Resolution No. 90 passed at the 7th session of the - held at 

Nagpui\ 4571. 

Transfer of Mr. N. Ramacliaudran, Honorary Secretary of the Co¬ 
imbatore Branch of the -from Coimbatore West to Gudalur. 

S432. ’ 
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ALL-INDIA POST OFFICE AND R. M. S. CONFERENCE— 

Question re refusal to grant casual leave to a delegate from the Bombay 
Record Office to attend meetings of the -. 3528. 

ALL-INDIA TELEGRAPH UNION— 

Question re resolutions passed by the recent Conference of the -. 

3402. 

ALLOWANCE (S)— 

Question re — 

Amount of the-— granted to the ministerial staff of the late Oudh 

and Rohilkhand Railway transferred from Lucknow to Calcutta. 
4538-39. 

Duty - of Personal Assistants to Postmasters-General. 3421. 

Exemption from Indian income-tax of pay, -, pensions and 

gratuities payable in the United Kingdom. 3438. 

Grant of - to the officers and clerks of the Telegraph office, 

Simla, moving with the Government of India between Simla and 
Delhi. 4238-4239. 

Grant of compensatory -to officials of the Post Office : employed 

in unhealthy localities in tlie Madras circle. 3886. 

Grant of compensatory-to postal employees of the clerical cadre 

stationed in unhealthy localities in the Nilgiri Division. 3446-47. 

Grant of compensatory - to pristmen and the 1 lower grade staff 

stationed in unhealthy localities in tire Madras circle: 3447. 

Grant of house rent - : to the.clerical staff of the Arriry Head¬ 

quarters, etc. 4186-87. 

Grant of house rent - to the clerks of the Military Aecourits 

Department in Poona. 3712-13. 

Grant of a local tt:— to the postmen of Simla. 4314-15. 

Grant of Marriage and house --to officers of the Indian Medical 

Service. 4542. , 

Grant of marriage-to members of the Indian Medical Depart¬ 

ment. 4204-05. 

Grant of special -, corresponding in amount to the overseas 

- drawn by officers of non-Indian domicile to Indian officers 

of the South Indian Railway. 3700-01. 

House rent- of telegraph peons in New Delhi. 3889. 

Improvement of the pay and - of postmen and inferior ser¬ 

vants. 3729. 

Increase of the travelling - of Inspectors of Post offices. 3607. 

Increase of the travelling- of officials in the District of Berar. 

3607. 

Local -—— of clerks of the Head Post offices in Ootacamund, etc. 
3447-48. 

Outfit - of temporary officers of the Indian Medical Service. 

3877. 
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ALLOWANCE (S)— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Provision of quarters or grant of a house rent-in lieu thereof, 

to th’e employees of the Railway Commercial Department at 
Bombay, Karachi and Poona. 3318. 

Rate at which overseas-and some other staff-are converti¬ 

ble into sterling. 3877. 

Travelling and halting - of officers on the Assam Bengal Rail¬ 

way provided with saloons. 3137. 

Travelling - of Indian apprentice Engineers of the Bombay, 

Baroda and Central India Railway. 4195. 

AMBALA— 

Question re — 

Appointment of the Vice-President of the Cantonment Board, - 

as Chairman of alZ sub-committees. 3008-09. 

Electric street lighting of the Sadar Bazar, -. 300S. 

' Grant of permission to non-members to address meetings of the 
Cantonment Board, -. 3012. 

Holding in camera of meetings of the Cantonment Board. -. 

3013-14. 

Impropriety of discussions of the agenda of business by the Presi¬ 
dent of the Cantonment Boai-d, - with individual members 

before the meeting. 3012-13. 

Publication of the amendments made by the Cantonment Board, 
- to the regulations framed under section 44 of the Canton¬ 
ments Act. 3011-12. 

Regulation relating to the laying of papers appertaining to the 

agenda of the Cantonment Board - on the table four days 

before a meeting. 3009. 

Rejection,of motion for adjournment proposed by non-official 
members of the Cantonment Board,-. 3013. 

AmbalA 1 cantonment— 

Question re — 

Complaints of house owners in -. 3009-10. 

Complaints of house owners in the - regarding the inaccuracy 

of the survey plan. 3006-07. 

Expenditure on roads in the bazars in -. 3010-11. 

AMERICA, UNITED STATES OF— 

Question re — 

Cancellation of the citizenship of 45 Indians naturalised in the 
-. 3521. 

Exclusion of Indian seamen from the-under the new American 

Immigration Bill. 3453-54. 

Imposition on Americans, resident in India, of disabilities similar 
to those imposed upon Indians in the-3226. 

Method adopted by railway companies in - showing expendi¬ 

ture distributed between passenger and goods working. 3313. 
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AMERI CAN ( S )— 

Question re — 

Imposition on-resident in India, of disabilities similar to those 

imposed upon Indians in the United States of America. 3226. 
Reservation of the rest-house at Mandapam on the South Indian 
Railway for Europeans and ——./ 3205-06. 

AMERICAN COTTON— 

Question re fumigation of-. 3982;. 

AMERICAN IMMIGRATION BILE— _ 

Question re exclusion of Indian seamen from the United States of 
America under the new -. 3453-54. 

AMERICAN WAGONS— 

Statement (laid on the table) re purchase by the Government of India 

of - destined for Russia. 3070. 

AMHERST STREET— 

Question re sorting work in the-, Bow Bazar and Beadon Street 

post offices. 4324. 

AMMUNITION— 

Question re supply of rifles and practice - to the University 

Training Corps in the United Provinces. 3518-19. 

AMMUNITION FACTORY, KIRKEE— 

Question re grant of a holiday on the Hindu New Year's Day to the 
Hindu employees in the -. 3319. 

ANDAMAN ( S)— 

Question re — 

Colonization of the - by Moplahs. 3321. • 

Expenditure on th’e colonisation of tlie —— by Moplahs. 3418. 
ANDAMAN ISLANDS— 

Question rc migration of the families of Moplah convicts to the ——, 
3326-27. ' • ■ 

ANEY, MR. M. S.— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select 'Committee. 3955-58. 

Consideration of clause 3. 4585.. 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Consideration of clause 2. 3261. ' 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Consideration of clause 7. 3819-20. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill- 
Motion to circulate. 4431-32. 

Indian Forest Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4338. -4339-4344. 

Indian Securities (Amendment) Bill— 

• Consideration of clause 3. -4158-59; 
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ANBY, MB. M. S.— contd. 

Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3336. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Discussion as to -whether Mr. K. C. Neogy’s motion to circulate -was 
: in order. 4011-12. 

Motion for the election of a, panel for the Standing Committee of the 
Commerce Department. 3086-87. 
j Question re — 

Appeals from the orders of Mr. Booth, Postmaster General, Punjab 
, and North-West Frontier Circle. 4547. 

Appointment of clerks for the offices of Inspectors of Post Offices. 
3607. 

Date of appointment of Mr. Booth as Postmaster General in the 
Punjab. 4656. 

Draft Berar Land Revenue Law. 3606. 

Enhanced railway freight, on salt from the Salt mines at Wareha 
in the district of Shahpur. 4302-04. 

Exclusion of the depressed classes from the Police Force. 4305-06. 
Grant of facilities to Professor Khankhoje to return to India. 
3605-3606. 

Increase of the tra,veiling allowance of Inspectors of Post Offices. 
3G07. 

Increase of the travelling allowance of officials in the District of 
Berar. 3607. 

Issue of a contradiction to the numerous allegations contained in 
Miss Mayo’s books “ Mother India ” and “ Isles of Fear ”. 
4655-56. 

Land-revenue system in Berar. 3606. 

Miss Mayo’s hook “ Mother India ”. 4544-47. 

Number of depi'essed classes in each British Province. 4305. 
Number of offices in a Postal Inspector’s sub-division. 3606-07. 
Number of the depressed classes employed in the Police Force in 
each province. 4305. 

Official assistance to Miss Mayo in collecting materials for her book 
“ Mother India ”. 4655. 

Period for which a Postmaster General retains charge of a Postal 
circle. 4547. 

Recommendations of the Economic Enquiry Committee. 3308-09. 
Recruitment of Bhandaris to the proposed Indian Navy. 3378-79. 
Recruitment of Muhammadans to the proposed Indian New. 
3377-78. 

Recruitment, to the proposed Indian Navy. 3376-77. 

Retention of Mr. Booth as Postmaster General, Punjab and North- 
West Frontier Circle. 4548. 

Return to India of Indian exiles. 3605. 

LI05LA 
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ANEY, MR. M. S .—conoid. 

Question re — contd. 

Revenue from the sale of tickets to passengers travelling by tbe 
train de lux since its inauguration. 3608. 

Through trains in which third class passengers are not allowed to 
travel. 3608. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Construction of railway wagons and underframes. 4559, 4560. 
Functions of the Bureau of Public Information in connection with 
the views and policies of Government. 4650. 

Issue of occasion cheque passes to European and Anglo-Indian 
employees of the North-Western Railway. 4645. - 
Recommendations of the Lee Commission about the'Indian Medical 
Service. 3398. 

Separation of Burma from India. 3376. 

The proposed India House, London. 3793. 

Resolution re — 

Ratification of the Draft Conventions concerning— 

(1) seamen’s articles of agreement, and 

(2) repatriation of seamen. 4622. 

ANGLO-INDIANS— 

Question re — 

Number of-selected for the I. C. S., from' 1922 to 1927. 4205. 

Number of Europeans, -, Biharis and Indians other than Biharis 

employed in different departments of the Government of India. 
4205-06. 

Superior posts in the Port Trusts held by Europeans, -, and 

Indians, etc. 3591. 

ANGLO-INDIAN AND DOMICILED. EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION— 
Question rc prohibition against officers of the Indian Medical Depart¬ 
ment joining the —-. 4304-05. 

ANGLO-INDIAN SCHOOLS— 

Question rc termination of agreements with - for conducting 

Telegraph Training classes. 3215. 

ANGLO-VERNACULAR SCHOOL(S) — 

Question rc qualifications of the Headmaster of the Walter - at 

Mount Abu. 3910-11. 

ANWAR-UL-AEIM, MR,— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3953-54. 

Election of - to the panel for the Advisory Publicity Committee. 

3556. 

Question rc — 

Advertising of vacancies on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3136. 

Allegations against Chief or Head clerks employed on the Assam 
Bengal Railway. 3133. 
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ANWAR-IJL-AZIM, MR.—contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Alleged nepotism on tlie Assam Bengal Railway. 3132. 

Appeals against dismissals of employees of tlie Assam Bengal 
Railway. 3138. 

Appointment of members of minority communities to tlie services. 
3302-03. 

Appointment of Mussalmans as Hospital Assistants, Compounders 
and Sanitary Inspectors on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3294. 
Appointment of Mussalmans on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3131. 
Appointment of retired Government servants on tlie Assam Bengal 
Railway. 3294. 

Appointment of Travelling Ticket Examiners and Travelling 
Inspectors of Accounts on tlie Assam Bengal Railway. 3134. 
Assam Bengal Railway buildings in Chittagong. 3135. 

Bungalow at Dliooni station on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3137- 
38. 

Chief or Head clerks employed on the Assam Bengal Railway. 
3132-33. 

Employment of a Mussalman or Christian station master at Sita- 
kpnd on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3139. 

Employment of Mussalmans on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3133. 
Examiner of Accounts for the Assam Bengal Railway at Chitta¬ 
gong. 3633. 

Government Examiners of Accounts on the Assam Bengal Railway. 
3294. 

Grievances of postmasters. 3222-23. 

Inadequate representation of Mussalmans in the Indian Postal and 
Telegraph "Department. 3220-21. 

Information relating to the Silcliar Head Post office and the Silehar 
Head Record office. 3221-22. 

Interpretation of sections 14S and 151 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898, by the High Court, Calcutta. 3302. 

Leave rules of the Assam Bengal Railway. 3137. 

Local Advisory Committee of the Assam Bengal Railway at Chitta¬ 
gong. 3138-39. 

Method of recruitment of Assistant Traffic Superintendents on tlie 
Assam Bengal Railway. 3295. 

Method of recruitment to the services in India. 3303. 

Muslim clerks and menials employed on the Assam Bengal Railway. 
3139. 

Muslim employees in the Chittagong Postal Division. 3633-34. 

Muslim employees in the Post offices of Noabhali and Tipnera. 
3634. 

Muslim overseers, mail runners, peons, etc., in tlie Chittagom? 
Postal Division. 3634. 

Mussalman employees of the Assam Bengal Railway. 3130-31. 
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ANWAE.-UL-AZIM, MR.— concld. 

Question re — concld. , , 

Mussalmans in the Government of India Stationery and Printing 
Department. 3405-06. 

Number of stations with raised platforms on the Assam Bengal 
Railway. 3137. 

Number of ticket collectors on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3294-95. 

Pay of postmasters. 3223. 

Powers of control of the Agent, Assam Bengal Railway. 3131-32. 

Precedence of a member of the Legislative Assembly in Barbara. 
3302. 

Preferential claims of Mussalmans to appointments in the State- 
managed Railways. 3303. 

Promotion of postmasters and Inspectors to the 2nd selection 
grade. 3223-24. 

Provision of quarters for their employees by the Assam Bengal 
Railway. 3134-35. 

Qualifications of Auditors, Deputy Auditors and Assistant Auditors 
on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3136-37. 

Qualifications of officers of the Assam Bengal Railway. 3132. 

Recruitment of apprentice mechanics on the Assam Bengal Rail¬ 
way. 3295-96. 

Reductions on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3131. 

Relation of the Government to the Assam Bengal Railway. 3130. 

Remedies for the defects and waste in the administration of the 
Assam Bengal Railway and other Railways. 3139. 

Rules and regulations relating to the recruitment of P. W. I. 
probationers .on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3405. 

Rules regarding recruitment to the Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department. 3220. 

The Assam Bengal Railway Cottage Hospital at Chittagong. 3135- 
36. 

Transfer of officers in the Chittagong Postal Division. 3634. 

Travelling and halting allowances of officers on the Assam Bengal 
Railway provided with saloons. 3137. 

Unnecessary expenditure on masonry buildings by the Assam Bengal 
Railway. 3135. 

orking capital of the Assam Bengal Railwav, etc. 3130. 

APPARATUS— 

Question rc use by officers of the Imperial X-Ray Institute of Govern¬ 
ment, — and machinery in their private practice. 3206-07 
APPEAL (S)— 

Question rc — 

Amount of court-fees levied in the case of income-tax -. 3550- 

313£p ,mt dismissalp of employe of the Assam Bengal Railway. 
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APPEAL ( S) — contd. 

Question re — contd. 

- and applications for revision filed by income-tax assessees in 

the various provinces. 3273-74. 

-from the orders of Mr. Booth, Postmaster General, Punjab and 

North-West Frontier Circle. 4547. ■ • 

Income-tax-. 3551. 

Inordinate delay in the-of postal employees. 4324. 

Refund of court fees where-are allowed by the Assistant Com¬ 

missioner of Incomte-tax. 3551. 

Rules of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway regulating the -- 

of discharged hands. 3297. 

APPOINTMENT (S)— 

Question re — 

-of Indians to the Watch and Ward Department of State Rail¬ 
ways. 3732. 

Preferential claims of Mussalmans to - in the State-managed 

Railways. 3303. 

Total nfimber of - on Rs. 500 and over on State Railways. 

*4195. 

APPRENTICE (S)— 

Question re — 

Case of Mr. Taragati Banerjee, late an - in the Jamalpur 

Workshops. 3128-29. 

Differential treatment of Indian - in the Jamalpur Workshops. 

3129-30. 

Employment of successful cadets of the training ship as - by 

the Peninsular and Oriental Company. 3866-67. 

Provision of quarters for Indian-of the Jamalpur Workshops. 

3129. 

Training of ——— in steel smelting in the Jamalpur Workshops. 
3128. 

Withholding of orders from British firms which refuse admission 
to Indian - in such firms. 3723-24. 

Resolution re — 

Recommendations concerning— 

(1) the repatriation of masters and -, and 

(2) the general principles for the inspection of the conditions 

of work of seamen. 4626-27. 

APPRENTICE ENGINEERS— 

Question re travelling allowance of Indian - of the Bombay, 

Baroda and Central India Railway. 4195. 

APPRENTICE MECHANICS— 

Question re recruitment of 
3295-96. 


on the Assam Bengal Railway. 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Representation of Muslims in non-gazetted appointments in the 
-. 4313-14. 

Terms of employment of Mr. Mack ay in the -. 4565. 

ARCHAELOGICAL MATERIAL—- 

Question re remission or reduction of the charges for the use of- 

by various classes of students. 3870-72. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL POLICY— 

Question re resolution of the Government of India regarding -. 

3807-09. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY— 

Question re appointment of Mr. E. J. Maekay as an Assistant 
Superintendent of the-. 3806-3807. 

ARCHAEOLOGY, DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL OP EXPLORA¬ 
TION BRANCH— 

Question re ---. 4640. 

ARCHITECT— 

Question re amount of honorarium to be paid to the - of India 

House, London. 4232-4233. 

ARMS— 

Question re grant of the privilege to Members of the Indian Legisla¬ 
ture to keep retainers for their --. 3021-22. 

ARMS ACT— 

Question re administration of the Indian - in Bihar and Orissa. 

4639-40. 

ARMY— 

Question re — 

Adoption of the 8-unit scheme for Indianisation of the - in 

India. 3122. 

Expenditure on new offices, barracks and houses for the _ 

3888-89. 

Number of Biliaris admitted into the - after the Great Wax’. 

4541. .. 

Paucity of recruits for the-from Bihar and Orissa. 3125, 

Purchase of ghee for the -in India. 3024. 

Restriction of the employment of Gurkhas to the- and regular 

military police battalions. 4534. 

Stoppage of recruitment for the - from Bihar and Orissa. 

3988. 

Supply of gliee to the-. 3514. 

Resolution ™ Ind^amadior^ of half the cadre of officers of the Indian 
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ARMY CANTEEN BOARD— 

Question re — 

Disposal of the stocks of the -. 2981. 

Disposal of the stocks of the - to Indian contractors. 2981-82. 

1 Liquidation of the-and reversion to the system of Indian con¬ 

tractors. 2979-81. 

Provision of employment under Government for clerks, etc., of 
the-. 4312. 

Purchase of the stock of the -by Indian contractors. 2982-83. 

ARMY DEPARTMENT (S)— 

Question re — 

Grant of non-entitled or indulgence passages to civilian clerks of 

the - and Army Headquarters having an Indian domicile. 

4187. 

Inability of the Public Service Commission to nominate Muslims 
for employment in the -. 3913. 

Revised rates of pay for certain Indian -. 4203. 

ARMY HEADQUARTERS— 

Question re — 

Employment of soldier clerks in the -. 4634-35. 

Entertainment of unpassed girl clerks in the offices of the -. 

?186. 

Pilling of second division temporary and officiating vacancies in 
-. 4313. 

Grant of house rent allowances to the clerical staff of the-. 

4186-87. 

Grant of non-entitled or indulgence passages to civilian clerks of 

the Army Department and - having an Indian domicile. 

4187. 

Leave reserve for the clerical establishment of the-. 4187-4188. 

ARMY IN INDIA RESERVE OF OFFICERS— 

Question re Biharis in the —•—. 4542. 

ARMY REMOUNT DEPARTMENT— 

Question re veterinary assistant surgeons of _the Army Veterinary 
Corps and the - of the Indian Army. 3610-11. 

ARMY VETERINARY CORPS— 

Question rc veterinary assistant surgeons of the - and the Army 

Remount Department of the Indian Army. 3610-11. 

ARRAH-SASSARAM LIGHT RAILWAY— 

See under “ Railway(s) ”. 

ARREST— 

Question rc - of Sardar Divan Singh, editor of the Riya-sai of 

Delhi. 3702. 

ARSENAL— 

Question rc removal of the -and foi’t on the slopes of the Shwed- 

agon Pagoda in' Rangoon. 4573. 
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ARYA S AM A J 1ST ( S )— 

Question re — , 

Alleged vilification o£ Hindus and -by Hasan Nizami of Delhi 

3505. 

Murders of - engaged in the work of Shuddhi and Sangathan. 

3024. 

Resentment of the Hindus and- at the attitude of Government 

in the matter of communal and religious questions. 3506. 

Unfounded allegations made by Hasan Nizami against the - of 

Delhi. 3505-06. 

ASANSOL— 

Question re — 

Admission of non-railway patients into the Burlington Hospital 
at-. 3801. 

The District Medical Officer, -. 3801. 

ASIATIC (S)— 

Question re — 

Policy of segregation between Europeans and -- in Kenya. 

3123-24. 

Poll tax on - in Kenya. 3313. 

Tax on Europeans and - in Kenya for educational purposes. 

3279-80. © 


ASLAM, MR.— 

Question re special bag despatched by the Superintendent, Railway 

Mail Service, “ T ” Division, to -, Superintendent of Post 

Offices, Madura Division. 3638-39. 

ASSAM— 

Question re — 

Deatli of Babu Upendra Nath Bose, Sub-Postmaster, Barduar,-. 

3444-45. 

Eligibility of the Honourable Mr. Nichols-Roy for election to the 
Legislative Council, -. 3416. 

Inclusion of portions of non-British territory in the Shillong 
General Urban constituency of the Legislative Council, ——, 
3415-16. 


ASSAM BENGAL RAILWAY— 

See under “ Railway(s) ”. 

ASSAM LABOUR AND EMIGRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL— 
Sec under “ Bill(s) 


ASSAULT (S) — 

Question rc— 

Alleged - on an Indian clerk of the 

4206. 


East Indian Railway. 


Alleged - on postal employees. 3643-44. 

A ! >y E JiT°P ea ns on Indian workmen in the Bengal Nagpur 
Knihvav Workshops at Kharagpur. 4632. 
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ASSAULT (S) —contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Cases of-by superior officers on workers and labourers in tlie 

Bengal Nagpur Railway. 4200. 

ASSEMBLY CHAMBER— 

Question re safety of the ceiling of the - at New Delhi. 2972. 

ASSENT OF HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL TO 
BILL(S)— 

See under “ Bill(s) ”. 

ASSISTANT (S)— 

Question re— 

Grant of permission to - of attached officers to appear at 

departmental examinations for promotion as Secretariat -. 

4193. 

Promotion of qualified - and clerks of the Government of India 

Secretariat and attached offices who have not passed the requisite 
examination. 4563-64. 

Revision of the pav and prospects of first division-in attached 

offices. 4193-4194. 

Total number of - and clerks in the new branch of the Home 

Department created in connection with the Statutory Com¬ 
mission. 4522. 

Transfers and promotions of -and clerks between the attached 

offices and the Government of India Secretariat. 4563. 

ASSISTANT ACCOUNTANT— 

Question re appointment of - in the Calcutta Port Trust. 4657- 

58. 

ASSISTANT INCOME-TAX OFFICERS— 

Question re number of chances given to Income-tax officers and - 

in the Punjab to pass the departmental examination. 3613-14. 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT, ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY— 
Question re appointment of Mr. E. J. Mackay as an -. 3806-07. 

ASSISTANT TRAFFIC SUPERINTENDENTS— 

' Question re — 

Method of recruitment of - on the Assam Bengal Railwav. 

3295. 

Number of- on the State Railways. 3872. 

ATTACHED OFFICES— 

Question rc — 

Abolition of the examination system for recruitment to the Govern¬ 
ment of India Secretariat and -. 4189. 

Grant of permission to Assistants of-to appear at departmental 

examinations for promotion as Secretariat Assistants. 4193. 
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ATTACHED OFFICES— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Promotion of qualified Assistants and clerks of the Government of 

India Secretariat and - who have not passed the requisite 

examination. 4563-64. 

Revision of the pay and prospects of first division Assistants in 
-. 4193-94. 

Revision of the pay of the establishment of -. 4194. 

Transfers and promotions of Assistants and clerks between the- 

and the Government of India Secretariat. 4563. 

ATTAKATTI— 

Question re changes in the personnel of the Sub-postmasters and clerks 

in each of the post offices located at Yalparai, - and Charam- 

badi in the Nilgiri Division. 3448. 

AUDIT— 

Question re - of the accounts of the Lady Hardinge Medical 

College and Hospital by a Government auditor. 4214. 

AUDIT OFFICE, STORES DEPARTMENT— 

Question re number of Muslims in the-. 4524. 

AUDIT OFFICER(S)— 

Question re inspection of post offices by-. 3648-49. 

AUDITOR(S) — 

Question re qualifications of -, Deputy - and Assistant - 

on the Assam Bengal Railway.—3136-37. 

AUDITOR GENERAL— 

Question re appointment of Muslims to new posts in the subordinate 

Accounts and clerical services in the office of the-and in the 

J office of the Accountant General, Central Revenues. 4222-4223. 

AUTOMATIC CENTRE BUFFER COUPLERS— 

Question re fitting of-to rolling stock on Railways. 3313. 

AUTUMN SESSION— 

Question re holding of the - of the Central Legislature in Delhi. 

2994-95. 

AVIATION— 

Question rc — 

Civil -. 3427. 

Training of Indians in -. 3720-21. 

AYANGAR, MR, K. V. AJR AVAMUDHA— 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Consideration of clause 4. 37S3. 

Consideration of clause 5. 3787-88. 

Consideration of clause 7. 3820-22, 3841. 

AYURVEDIC TREATMENT— 

Question re removal of Mr. Satish Chandra Chackervarty, a State 
prisoner, to Calcutta to undergo - for ftlariasis. 4300-01. 
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AY YANG AR, MR. M. S. SESHA— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Consideration. of clause 2. 4501. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3766-68. 

Consideration of clause 5. 3786, 3787. 

Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3334-35. 

Consideration of the Schedule. 4139-42. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3182-84. 

Motion to consider. 4035-37. 

Question re — 

Denial to Indian Officers of Company-managed Railways of pri¬ 
vileges and concessions enjoyed by Indian officers on State Rail¬ 
ways. 3393-94. 

Discharge of labourers from the workshop of the South Indian 
Railway at Triehinopoly. 4564. 

Discontinuance of the special pay in lieu of overseas allowance to 
officers of Indian domicile on the South Indian Railway. 3394. 

Exemption of postal employees with 20 years’ service from the 
examination for promotion to selection grade appointments. 
4565. 

Grant of special allowances, corresponding in amount to the over¬ 
seas allowances drawn by officers of non-Indian domicile, to 
Indian Officers of the South Indian Railway. 3700-01. 

Overseas allowance of officers of Indian domicile on the South 
Indian Railway. 3391-93. 

Reservation of the rest-house at Mandapam on the South Indian 
Railway for Europeans and Americans. 3205-06. 

Rest-house at Mandapam on the South Indian Railway. 3205. 

' Question (Supplementary) re extradition proceedings against Sardar 
Diwan Singh, editor of the Riyasat of Delhi. 3702. 

Resolution re improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 
3455-3456. 


B 

BACK BAY RECLAMATION COMMITTEE— 

Question re Part II of the report of the-. 3315. 

BACKWARD TRACTS— 

Question re — 

Resolution on the subject of the- in Bihar and Orissa. 4530. 

Withdrawal of the notification declaring the Chota Nagpur Division 
and other areas in Bihar and Orissa as -. 3535-36. 
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BADI-UZ-ZAMAN, MAULYI— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to pass. 4597-98. 

Question re — 

New pension rules. 4521. 

Resolution on the subject of prohibition of liquor. 4521. 

Reversal of the judgment in the Rajpal Case. 4656-57. 

BAHADUR KHAN, M.— 

Question re discharge of-, clerk in the Income-tax office at Camp- 

bellpore. 3612. 

BAHADUR SINGH, BABU— 

Question re educational qualifications of - and other special 

Travelling Ticket Examiners of the North-Western Railway. 4227. 

BAIDYANATH DHAM— 

Question re — 

Remedying of defects at-on -the East Indian Railway. 3694. 

Remodelling the station of- on the East Indian Railway. 2998. 

BAJPAI, MR. G. S.— 

Oath of office. 2969. 

BALANCE SHEETS— 

Question re -of railway-owned collieries, etc. 3291. 

BALASORE RAILWAY STATION— 

Question re cutting of the railway line about three miles from -. • 

4043. 

B.ALLY BRIDGE— 

Question re construction of the Calcutta Chord Railway (- Con- 

stniction). 4044. 

BALUCHISTAN— 

Question re - prevention of opium smoking in-, Bihar and 

Orissa and Bengal. 3439. 

BAMBOO PAPER INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s) ”. 

BANGALORE— 

Question re abolition as separate units of the offices of the District 

Controller of Military Accounts at Mhow. Peshawar. - and 

Calcutta. 3712. 

BANIK COMMUNITY— 

Question re proper representation of the - of Bengal in the Services. 

oUiO, • 

banking— 

Question rc amount of income-tax and super-tax paid by British and 
other non-Indian companies carrying on -shipping and insur¬ 

ance business in Tndin. 3857-58. 
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BANKING FACILITIES— 

Resolution re improvement and expansion of-. 3455-74. 

RANNERJEE, BABU DINISH CHANDRA— 

Question re — 

Death of -, Sub-Postmaster, Borjuli, in the Lower Assam Divi¬ 

sion. 3443-44. 

Grant of a pension to the widow of-. 3719-20. 

BANNERJEE, MR. TAR AG ATI— 

Question re ease of-,late an apprentice in the Jamalpur Workshops. 

3128-29. 

BAR, MEMBERS OF THE— 

Question re status and prospects of - appointed to Indian Civil 

Service posts. 4648-49. 

BARAKHANA— 

Question re construction of the new railway line from-to Ranchi. 

4639. 

BARDNAR— 

Question re death of Babu Upendra Nath Bose, Sub-Postmaster, -, 

Assam. 3444-45. 

BARKAKHANA— 

Question re construction of the new railway line between - and 

Barivadih in the Central India coalfields. 3722. 

BARLEKHA— 

Question re accident on the Assam-Bengal Railway between - and 

Latu. 3511-12. 

BARRACKS— 

Question re expenditure on new offices,-and houses for the Ar my 

3888-89. 

BAR SI LIGHT RAILWAY— 

Bee under “ Railway (s) 

BARWADIH— 

Question re construction of the new railway line between Barkakhana 
and - in the Central India Coalfields. 3722. 

BATH ROOMS— 

Question re replacement by glass windows of the honey-combed por¬ 
tions of the-in the “ D ” class quarters in New* Delhi. 4295. 

BAZAR(S)— 

Question re expenditure on roads in the -, Ambala Cantonment 

3010-11. 

BEADON STREET— 

Question re sorting work in the Amherst Street, Bow Bazar and _ 

Post Offices. 4324. 
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BEAM WIRELESS STATION— 

Question re result of tlie official tests in the matter of the -, near 

Poona. 3736. 

BEGABI — 

Question re abolition of the - or free labour system on the East 

Indian Railway. 3542-43. 

BELVI, MR. D. V.— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 3929-30, 4469-74. 

Consideration of clause 2. 4499-4500, 4513. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Consideration of clause 8. 3853. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 4426-30. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4083-87. 

Question re — 

Carriage free of charge by the Madras and Southern Mahratta Rail¬ 
way of clothes and other necessaries of life for sufferers from floods 
in Gujarat. 4195. 

Editing of the Epigrapliia Indica by the Government Epigraphist. 
3381. 

Establishment of an Epigraphie office in a central place in the British 
Karnatak. 3381. 

Introduction of the Treasury Central System in the General Post 
Office, Bombay, 3415. 

Kanarese inscriptions. 3379-80. 

Memorial relating 1 o the construction of sanctioned and new lines in 
the Karnatak. 3539-40. 

New pension rules, etc. 4208-4209. 

Officiating or temporary service rendered by Postal clei*ks and sorters 
in the Railway Mail Service. 3414-15. 

Qualifications of the Government Epigraphist, etc. 3380. 

The Madras Foreign Mail Special. 3414. 

' BENCHES— 

Question re provision of -marked for Europeans only in Meerut 

Cantonment station. 3709-10. 

BENGAL— 

Question rc — 

Exclusion of Europeans from the non-Muhammadan electorates in 
-for the Council of State. 4565. 

Prevention of opium-smoking in Baluchistan, Bihar and Orissa and 
-. 3439. 

Proper representation of the Banik community of 
voces. 3023. 


in the ser- 
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BENGAL— contd. 

Question re— contd. 

Strength, conditions of service, etc., of lighthouse establishments 
in-, Madras and Bombay. 3024-25. 

BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY— 

See under “ Railway (s) ”. 

BENGAL CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT ACT, 1925- 
Question re — 

Detention of State prisoners under the-, 4298-4300. 

Periods of detention of the Bengal detenus under the-. 3324. 

BENGAL DETENUS— 

Question re — 

-. 3693, 3734. 

Health of Sri jut Jyotish Chandra Ghosh, a -. 3140-41. 

Hunger strike of the - in the Hazaribagh Jail. 3810. 

Periods of detention of the - under the Bengal Criminal Law 

Amendment Act. 3324. 

Speech delivered by Earl Winterton in the House of Commons, re¬ 
garding the -. 3144-46. 

BENGAL NAGPUR RAILWAY— 

See under “ Railway(s) ”. 

BENGAL PILOT SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Amount of sea service required of candidates appointed to the- 

in England and India. 3869-70. 

Number and nationality of pilots in the-. 4548-49. 

Rules for the appointment of candidates to the -. 3907. 

BENGAL STATE PRISONERS— 

Question re — 

Conditions of release of-and detenus. 4526-27. 

Hunger strikes amongst the - and detenus. 4527. 

Transfer of - and detenus to jails outside Bengal. 4527. 

BENGAL TENANCY ACT— 

Question re amendment of section 153 of the -. 3022. 

BERARr— 

Question re— 

Increase of the travelling allowance of officials in the district of- 

3607. 

Land-revenue system in-. 3606. 

BERAR LAND REVENUE LAW— 

Question re draft-. 3606. 

BETTIAH— 

Question re transfer of Sukliari Ram. mail peon, -. 3727. 

BETWAN BAZAR— 

Question re abolition of the Branch Post Office at 
4318. 


Mongliyr. 
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BHANDARI COMMUNITY— 

Question re recruitment from the-for the proposed Royal Indian 

Navy. 3863. 

BHANDARIS— 

Question re recruitment, of - to the proposed Indian Royal Navy. 

3378-79. 

BHARAT I SCHOOL COMMITTEE— . 

Question re educational grant to the-of the Hindus of Aohat for 

the construction of their High School. 3004-05. 

BHARGAVA, PANDIT THAKUR DAS— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 3950-53. 

Consideration of clause 2. 4502-05, 4511-12. 

Consideration of clause 3. 4520, 4575-81, 4585, 4586. 

Election of -to the panel for the Advisory Publicity Committee. 

3556. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Consideration of clause 7. 3842-43. 

Question re — 

Agenda of business of Cantonment Boards. 3204-05. 

Alleged harassment of passengers by Travelling Luggage Inspectors 
on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. 3504. 

Alleged harassment of pilgrims at Hardwar. 2978. 

Alleged Muhammadan fanaticism in Delhi and the North-West 
Frontier Province. 3504-05. 

Alleged rude conduct of a guard and a constable towards Indian 
passengers on the North-Western Railway. 3503. 

Alleged vilification of Hindus and Arva Samajists by Hasan Nizami 
of Delhi. 3505. 

Appointment of Income-tax officers, Inspectors and stenographers 
in the Punjab and North-West Frontier Province. 2979. 

Appointment of the Vice-President of the Cantonment Board, 
Ambala, as Chairman of all sub-committees. 3008-09. 

Complaints of house owners in the Ambala Cantonment. 3009-10, 

Complaints of house owners in the Ambala Cantonment regarding 
the inaccuracy of the Survey plan. 3006-07. 

Educational grant to the Bharati School Committee of the Hindus 
of Koliat for the construction of their High School. 3004-05. 

Electric Street lighting of the Sadar Bazar, Ambala.. 3008. 

Expenditure on roads in the bazars in Ambala Cantonment. 3010- 

11 . 

Grant of definite powers to the non-official Vice-President of Canton¬ 
ment Boards. 3204. ' 

Grant of permission to non-members to address meetings of the 
Cantonment Board. Ambala. 3012. 
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BHARGAVA, PANDIT THAKUR DAS— contd. 

Question, re — contd. 

Hardships of pilgrims returning from the Gurukul Kangri (Hard- 
war) fair. 2977-78. 

Hindu and Muhammadan Colleges, High Schools and Middle schools 
in the North-West Frontier Province. 3005. 

Hindu-Muslim riots since 1920. 4306-11. 

Holding in camera of meetings of the Cantonment Board, Ambala. 

• 3013-14. 

Impropriety of discussions of the agenda of business by the Pre¬ 
sident of the Cantonment Board, Ambala, with individual members 
before the meeting. 3012-13. 

Increase of the water-tax in the Kasauli Cantonment. 3005-06. 

Object of the publication of the book “ Rangila Rasul ” and the 
article “ Sadr Dozakli ” in the Vartman. 3506. 

Opening of the booking office at Delhi of the metre gauge section of 
the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. 3504. 

Playing of music before or near mosques. 4311. 

Presidents of Cantonment Boards. 3203-04. 

Prosecution of the authors of Unnisvin Saddi Ka Maharishi and 
Sair Din Ya Dunia, etc. 3506. 

Publication * of the amendments made by the Cantonment Board, 
Ambala, to the regulations framed under section 44 of the Canton¬ 
ments Act. 3011-12. 

Quarrel due to the playing of music before mosques. 4311-12. 

Regulation relating to the laying of papers appertaining to the 
agenda of the Cantonment Board, Ambala, on the table four days 
before a meeting. 3009. 

Rejection of motion for adjournment proposed by non-official mem¬ 
bers of the Cantonment Board, Ambala. 3013. 

Report of the Skeen Committee. 3508. 

, Resentment of the Hindus and Ary a Samajists at the attitude of 

Government in the matter of communal and religious questions. 
3506. 

Restoration of confidence among Hindus of the North-West Frontier 
Province. 3506-07. 

Strength of Muhammadan police officers in the North-West Frontier 
Province, the Punjab, Delhi, Ajmer and Merwara and the United 
Provinces. 3507-08. 

Unfounded allegations made by Hassan Nizami against the Arya 
Samajists of Delhi. 3505-06. 

BHUTAN— 

Question re rules for the grant of passports to persons entering India 
from Nepal. --, etc. 3546. 

BIHAR— 

Question re retention by the Provincial museum at Patna of the valu¬ 
able relics found at Pataliputra and Nalanda in-. 3152. 


L195LA 
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BIHAR AND ORISSA-^ 

Question re — 

Administration of- the Indian Arms Act in — : —-. , 4639-40. 

Alleged excessive and unfair assessment of income-tax in -. 

3305-06. 

Candidates from - at the examination for the recruitment of 

accountants for Railway Audit Offices.. 3315. 

Deputy,Postmasters General in the Province of-. 3421. 

Establishment of Head, Sub or Branch Post Offices in --. 3425. 

Paucity of recruits for the -Army from ■ . ‘3125. 

Prevention of opiufn-smbk-in’g- in Baluchistan, -- and Bengal. 
3439. 

Provincial share of income-tax ; oh companies operating in —- but 

registered elsewhere. 32*72. 

Removal of the office o’f the Domini,ssionfer 'of Income-tax,-, from 

Ranchi to Patna. 3724. 

Resolution on the subject of the backward tracts in ——. 4530. 
Stoppage of recruitment-for-the Army : £rom ■ ■ . 3988. 

Students from - in the Royal Indian Military 'College, Dehra 

Dun. 3022. 

Withdrawal of the notification declaring the Ch'ota Nagpur Division 
and other areas in —-as backward tracts. 3535-36. 

BIHAR-B ITKHT'IARP-TJR LIGHT RAILWAY— 

Sec under “ Railway (s) 

BIHARIS— 

Question re — • ' 

-in the Army in India Reserve of Officers. 4542. 

Number of-admitted into the Army after the-Great Wat. 454.1, 

Number of —— granted King’s commissions, etc. '3988-89. 

Number of Europeans, Anglo-Indians, and Indians other than -- 

employed in different Departments of tbe Government of India. 
4205-06. 

BILL(S)— 

Aden Civil and Criminal Justice (High Court Jurisdiction Amend¬ 
ment)— 

As passed by the Council of State laid on 'the table. 445,9. 

Motion to consider as passed by the Council of State.. 41314-15. 
Adopted. 4615. 

Motion to pass. 4615. 

Adopted. 4615. 

Assam Labour and Emigration (Amendment.)— 

As passed by the Council of State laid on the table. 4061. 

Motion to consider as passed by the Council of State. 4617. 
Adopted. 4617. 

Motion to pass. 4617. 

Adopted. 4617. 
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BILIj(S)— contd. 

Assent of His Excellency the Gbvernor General to certain-. 3036- 

37. 

Bamboo 'Paper Industry (Protection)— 

Motion for Ibave to introduce. 3093. 

Adopted. 3093. 

Introduced. 3093. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3337-43. 

Adopted. 3342. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 3737. 

Motion to consider. 4150-51, 4155-56. 

Adopted. 4156. 

Motion to pass. 4156. 

Adopted. 4156. 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 
agreed -without any amendment to the-. 4459. 

Cantonments (Amendment)— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 3974-75. 

Adopted. 3975. 

Inti'oduced. 3975. 

Motion to consider. 4355. 

Adopted. 4355. 

Motion to pass. 4355. 

Adopted. 4355. 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 

agreed -without any amendment to the -. 4659. 

Children’s Protection— 

Petitions relating to t!he -. 3328. 

Presentation of the Report of the Committee on Petitions relating 
to the-. 3904. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) 1 — 

-Motion to circulate. 3369-71. 

Adopted. 3371. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Second Appeals)— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3343-67. 

Negatived. 3368. 

Criminal Law Amendment— 

]\lotion for leave to introduce. 3337. 

Adopted. 3337. 

Introduced. 3337. 

. Motion to. refer to Select Committee. 3924-29, 3930-33. 3938-50, 

3953-67. 

Motion to circulate. 3929-30. 3933-37. 3950-53. 



36 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


BILL(S)— contd. 

Criminal Law Amendment— contd. 

Motion to circulate, negatived. 3967. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee, adopted. 3967. 

Motion to extend the time for the presentation of the Select Com¬ 
mittee’s report. 4182. 

Presentation of the report of the Select Committee. 4325. 

Motion to consider. 4459-69, 4474-95. 

Motion to circulate. 4469-74. 

Motion to circulate, negatived. 4495. 

Motion to consider, adopted. 4495. 

Consideration of clause 2. 4495-4520. 

Consideration of clause 3. 4575-91. 

Consideration of clause 1. 4591-95. 

Motion to pass. 4596-4611. 

Adopted. 4612. 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending— 

Motion to consider. 3229-46. 

Adopted. 3247. 

Consideration of clause 2. 3247-64. 

Consideration of clause 3. 3265-68. 

Motion to pass. 3268. 

Adopted. 3269. 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 

rejected the motion to take into consideration -, as passed by 

the Legislative Assembly. 4119. 

Cold Standard and Reserve Bank of India— 

Presentation of the report of the Joint Committee. 3091. 

Motions to consider and to recirculate. 3649-92. 

Motion to consider. 3556-85, 3738-81. 

Adopted. 3781. 

Consideration of clause 4. 3781-85. 

Consideration of clause' 5. 3785-88. 

Consideration of clause 6. 3788-89. 

Consideration of clause 7. 3813-45. 

Consideration of clause 8. 3845-56. 

Motion to adjourn debate. 3905-06. 

Statement, by the Hon’ble Sir Basil Blackett regarding the decision 

of the Government not to proceed with the-at present. 4180. 

Motion for adjournment to discuss the withdrawal during the 

August-September session of the -. 4242, 4277-4292. 

Question re total expenditure incurred in connection with the--• 

4638-39. 

Hindu Child Marriage— 

Motion to consider. 4405-11. 
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BILL ( S) — contd. 

Hindu Child Marriage— contd. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 4411-16, 4417-20, 4422-26, 

4432-39, 4446-49, 4449-54. 

Motion to circulate. 4416-17, 4420-22, 4426-30, 4430-32, 4439-46, 
4449, 4454-55. 

Motion to circulate, negatived. 4457. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee, adopted.' 4457. 

Constitution of the Select Committee. 4613-14. 

• Indian Bar Councils (Amendment)— 

Motion to consider. 3094. 

Adopted. 3094. 

Motion to pass. 3094. 

Adopted. 3094. 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 

agreed without any amendment to the-. 4060. 

Indian Divorce (Amendment)— 

Motion to consider. 3342-43. 

Adopted. 3343. 

Motion to pass. 3343. 

Adopted. 3343. 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 

agreed without any amendment to the -. 4060. 

Indian Divorce (Second Amendment)—- 

As passed by the Council of State, laid on the table. 4061. 

Motion to consider as passed by the Council of State. 4616. 
Adopted. 4616. 

Motion to pass. 4616. 

Adopted. 4616. 

Indian Emigration (Amendment)— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 4004. 

Adopted. 4004. 

Introduced. 4004. 

Motion to consider. 4355-56. 

Adopted. 4356. 

Consideration of clause 2. 4356-59. 

Motion to pass. 4359. 

Adopted. 4359. 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 
agreed without any amendment to the -. 4659. 

Indian Forest— 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 3S13. 

Motion to consider. 4336-44. 

Adopted. 4344. 

Motion to pass. 4344. 

Adopted. 4344. 
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BILL ( S )— contd. 

Indian Income-tax (Amendment)— 

Motion to consider. 4345. 

Adopted. 4345. 

Motion to pass. 4346. , 

Adopted. 4346. 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 
agreed without any amendment to the -. 4659. 

Indian Income-tax (Amendment) (Amendment of sections 10, 14, etc.) 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3975-76. 

Adopted. 3976. 

Indian Income-tax (Amendment) (Amendment of section, 59) — 
Motion for leave to introduce. 3972-73. 

Adopted. 3,974. 

Introduced. 3974. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment)— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 3974. 

Adopted. 3974. 

Introduced. 3974. 

Motion to circulate. 4335-36. 

Adopted. 4336. 

Indian Lighthouse— 

Report of the Joint Committee laid on the table- 3737. 

As passed by the Council of State laid on the table, 3924- 
Motion to consider. 4346-47. 

Adopted. 4347. 

Motion to pass. 4347-51. 

Adopted. 4351. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment)— 

Motion to consider. 3095-96. 

Adopted. 3096. 

Motion to pass. 3097. 

Adopted. 3097. 

Message from the Council of State intimating thatihat Chamber had 
agreed without any amendment to the-. 4060. 

Indian Navy— 

Question re -. 3374. 

Indian Securities (Amendment.)— 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 3737. 

Motion to consider. 4156-58. 

Adopted. 4158. 

Consideration of clause 3. 4158-61. 
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BILL(S}— conid 

Indian Securities'(Amendment}— contd. 

Motion to pass. 4161. 

Adopted. 4161. 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 
agreed without any amendment to the-. 4459. 

Indian Succession (Amendment)— 

As passed by the Council of State laid on the table. 3924. 

Motion to consider. 4352. 

Adopted. 4353. 

Motion to pass. 4353,. 

Adopted., 

Indian Tariff (Amendment)— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 309,1-92. 

Adopted. 3092. 

Introduced. 3092. 

Motion to refer to Select. Committee. 3328-36. 

Adopted. 3336. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 3 <,37. 

Motion to. consider. 4119-20. 

Motion to, recommit to Select Committee. 4120-38* 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee, negatived. 4138* 

• Motion, to consider, adopted. 4138, 

Consideration of the Schedule. 4138-50. 

Motion to pass as amended. 4150. 

Adopted. 4150. 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 
agreed without any amendments to the-- 4574. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment):— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 3092. 

Adopted. 3092. 

Introduced. 3092. 

Motion to.refer to Select Committee. 3155-95 
Adopted: 3195. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 3 <37. 

Motion to consider. 4004-09, 4017-26, 4035-37. 

Discussion whether Mr. K. C. Neogy’s motion to circulate was is 
order. 4009-12. 

Motion to circulate. 4012-16, 4026-35, 4037-41. 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4061-4116. 

Motion to consider adopted. 4116- 
Motion to pass. 4116-18. 

Adopted, 4118, 
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BILLS— contd. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment)— contd-. 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber 

had agreed "without anj' amendments to the-. 4574. 

Inland Bonded Warehouses (Amendment)— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 4616. 

Adopted. 461G. 

Introduced. 4616. 

Insolvency (Amendment)— 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber 
had agreed without any amendments to the-. 3737. 

Negotiable Instruments (Amendment)— 

Motion for the appointment of Mr. K. C. Neogy to the Select Com¬ 
mittee, vice the Revd. Dr. E. M. Maephail resigned. 3090-91. 

Presidency-towns Insolvency (Amendment)— 

As passed by the Council of State laid on the table. 3924. 

Motion to consider. 4353-54. 

Adopted. 4354. 

Motion to pass. 4354. 

Adopted. 4354. 

Question re — 

Meetings of the Legislative Assembly and Council of State with 

the number of Resolutions and-- passed during the last three 

Sessions. 3732-33. 

Number of- and Resolutions passed by the last two Assemblies. 

3422. 

Repealing— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 3091. 

Adopted. 3091. 

Introduced. 3091. 

Motion to consider. 3368. 

Adopted. 

Motion to pass. 3369. 

Adopted. 3369 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber 
had agreed without any amendments to the-. 3924. 

Societies Registration (Amendment)— 

Motion to consider the amendments made by the Council of State. 
4403-05. 

Adopted. 4405. 

Motion to agree to the amendments made by the Council of State. 
4405. 

Adopted. 4405. 

Transfer of Property (Amendment)— 

Introduced. 4344. 
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BILL(S)— eoncld. 

Transfer of Property (Amendment) Supplementary— 

Introduced. 4344. 

Volunteer Police— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3371-72, 4161-79. 

Motion for leave to withdraw. 4179. 

BLACKETT, THE HONOURABLE SIR BASIL— 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Consideration of clause 3. 3266-67. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ Civil Works 
3977-78. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ Currency 
3977. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ Emigration— 
External ”. 3977. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ Salt ”. 3976-77. 

Expression of regret on tile death, of Mr. Ambika - Prasad Sinha, 
M.L.A. 3031. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Presentation of the report of the Joint Committee. 3091. 

Motion to consider. 3556-66, 3571, 3574, 3575, 3577, 3578, 3579, 

1 3580. 

Motions to consider and to recirculate. 3650, 3659, 3672, 3676, 

3677, 3680. 3684, 3692, 3747, 3765, 3775-80. 

Consideration of clause 4. 3781-82, 3784-85. 

Consideration of clause 5. 3785, 3786, 3787. 

Consideration of clause 6. 3788. 

Consideration of clause 7. 3813-14, 3816, 3838-40, 3842. 

Consideration of clause S. 3845-46, 3850-52, 3S55-56. 

Motion to adjourn debate. 3905-06. 

Statement regarding the decision of Government not to proceed with 

the-at present. 4180. 

Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4345. 

Motion to pass. 4346. 

Indidn Income-tax (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of sections 10, 
14, etc.)— 

Motion to refer to Selcrf Committee. 3975-76. 

Indian Income tax (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of section 59)— 
Motion for leave to introduce. 3972-73. 3973-74. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 3974. 

Motion to circulate. 4335-36. 
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BLACKETT, THE HONOURABLE SIR BASIL— conW. 

Indian Securities (Amendment) Bill- 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 3737 
Motion to consider. 4156-58. 

Consideration of clause 3. 4161. 

Motion to pass. 4161. 

Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3336. 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 4125-27. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill- 

Discussion as tc whether Mr. K. C. Neogy’s motion to circulate was 
in order. 4011. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3177. 

Motions to consider and .circulate. 4070-71. 

Inland Bonded Warehouses (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion for- leave to introduce. 4616. 

Motion for Adjournment re representation of Indians on the Royal 
Commission to consider the federation of Kenya and other 
East and Central African Colonies. 3026-27, 30.29. 

Motion for Adjournment re serious situation, in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway workshops at Kharagpur. 4396. 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the withdrawal during the 
August-September Session of the Gold Standard ' and Reserve 
Barik of India Bill. 4285-86,. 4290, 

Motion for the election of a member to the Committee on Public 
Accounts vice Maulaha A. H. Natiqnc. 3071.' 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of 
the Department of Industries -and. Labour. 307.2, 3Q74., 

Motion re relief for sufferers from floods in Gujrat and parts of 
Orissa and Sind. 3034. 

Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion for the appointment of Mr. K. C. Neogy to the Select Com¬ 
mittee vice the ReVd. Dr-. E. M. Macphail, resigned. 309Q-91. 

Presentation of the Report of the Public Accounts Committee. 4325. 

Resolution rc improvement and expansion of hanking facilities. 
3472-73. 

Statement of Business by -. 3097, 3455, 3904-95, 4041-42, 4179- 

80. 

BOARD OF AGRICULTURE— 

Question rc — 

Nomination of Indians to the-. 3384. 

Representation of the Legislative Assembly on the -. 3382. 

BOARD OF HIGH SCHOOL AND INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION— 

Question rc •- for Ajmcr-Merwnra, etc. 3911-12. 

BOARD OF TRADE— 

Question rc communication from the - or other shipping interests 

in England in connection with flic Report of the Mercantile 
Marine Committee. 385S-59. 
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BOMBAY - 

Question, re — 

Admission of masters of home-trading ships into the Pilot Service 
at Madras, Chittagong,-, Karachi, Aden and Rangoon. 3907. 

Arrest of one Fazl Elahi in - and his trial in the North-West 

Frontier Province. 3153. 

Attempted burglary in the premises of the Clare Road Post Office 
in -. 3636. 

'Coastal service maintained by the British India Steam Navigation 
Company between-and Karachi. 2984-86. 

Conveyance of the English mail from - to Calcutta by the 

Bengal Nagpur Railway. 3412. 

Dividends paid br Indian cotton mills in - front 1905 to 1926. 

3352-53. 

Freight charges per ton of sugar from —-— to Cawnpore and vice- 
versa. 3386. 

Grant of assistance to Sir Mohammad Yousuf’s Marine School at 
Nova Island, -. 3325. 

Grant of house rent to Wharfingers and Assistant Wharfingers in 

-. 3919. 

Grant of increased pay and house rent to Wharfingers and Assistant 

Wharfingers ir< -. 3919. 

Number of deaths of postal employees for the last ten years in the 
specially unhealthy localities in the various Postal Circles and 
in the cities of-, Calcutta and Madras. 3442. 

Pay of Income-tax Officers, Examiners and Inspectors in - and 

the Moffussil. 3277. 

Pay of Wharfingers and Assistant Wharfingers in -. 3922-23. 

Provision of quarters or grant of a house rent allowance in lieu 
thereof, to the employees of the Railway Commercial De¬ 
partment, at -, Karachi and Poona. 3318. 

Qualifications of candidates for the Pilot Sendee at-- 3908. 

Removal of delivery Post Offices in --to distant corners of their 

delivery areas. " 3417-18. 

Short levy of import duty at -. 3320. 

Strength, conditions of service, etc., of lighthouse establishments 
in Bengal, Madras and -. 3024-25. 

BOMBAY, BARODA AND CENTRAL. INDIA RAILWAY— 

See under “ Rnilway(s).” 

BOMBAY CITY— 

Question re— 

Amount of casual leave granted to telegraphists in -. 3216. 

Discontinuance of the practice of making readers in the Post Offices 

in-sign as escorts to postmen. 3526. 

BOMBAY MAIL— 

Question rr stoppage of the-at Kodnrma. 3536-37. 
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BOMBAY PRESIDENCY— 

Question re selection of Brahmins and Mahrattas from the -for 

military training. 3277. 

BOMBAY RECORD OFFICE— 

Question re — 

Inadequacy of the staff of sorters and clerks attached to the-of 

the Railway Mail Service. 3527. 

Refusal to grant casual leave to a delegate from the-to attend 

meetings of the All-India Post Office and Railway Mail Service 
Conference. 3528. 

BOOKING CLERKS— 

Question re increase in the number of third class- at Muttra 

Junction. 3317-18. 

BOOKING OFFICE— 

Question re — 

Closing of the city -- at Jhansi. 3020-21. 

Complaints regarding the third class - at Sealdah. 3117. 

Opening by the Bengal Nagpur Railway of a - in the town of 

Puri. 2997. 

Opening of the - at Delhi of the metre gauge section of the 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. 3504. 

BOOKS— 

Question re grant of the monopoly of selling newspapers, - etc., 

at railway stations to Messrs. Wheeler and Co. 3409-10. 
BOOTH, MR,— 

Question re — 

Appeals from the orders of -Postmaster General, Punjab and 

North-West Frontier Circle. 4547. 

Date of appointment of- as Postmaster General in the Punjab. 

4656. 

Retention of - as Postmaster General, Punjab and North-West 

Frontier Circle. 4548. 

BORJTJLI— 

Question re death of'Babu Dinesh Chandra Banerjee, Sub-Postmaster, 
— -. Lower Assam Division. 3443-44. 

BOSE, BABU UPENDRA NATH— 

Question re death of-, Sub-Postmaster, Barduar, Assam. 3444-45. 

BOSE. MR. S. C.— 

Question rc — 

Accusation made by responsible officials in India against -. 

3228-29. 

Statement, issued by - in replv to Lord Winterfon Vs charge. 

3203-03. 

ROW BAZAR— 

Question re sorting work in the Amherst Street, - and Beadon 

Street Post Offices. 4324. 
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BOW BAZAR POST OFFICE— 

Question re situation and condition of the- building. 4324-25. 

BOYCOTT— 

Question re social-of Indian students in Edinburgh. 3309. 

BRAHMINS— - 

Question re selection of - and Mahrattas from the Bombay Presi¬ 

dency for military training. 3277. 

• BRANCH POSTMASTERS— 

Question re — 

Grievances of -. 3526. 

Revision of the pay of postmen, overseers,-, etc. 3526. 

BRANDON AND COMPANY, MESSRS.— 

Question re catering by-on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

3287. 

BRAY, SIR DENYS— 

Civil and Criminal Justice (High Court Jurisdiction Amendment) 
Bill- 

Motion to consider as passed by the Council of State. 4614-15. 

Consideration of clause 4. 4615. 

Motion to pass. 4615. 

Oath of office. 2969, 4119. 

Resolution re Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian 
Army. 3477. 

BRIDGE (S)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of tolls on the railway-over the river Gandak. 4531. 

Contributions made by the District Board of Hazaribagh towards 
the cost of the construction of the Joint Railway and District 
Board - over the Konar River. 4316. 

Reconstruction of the -on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 

in the District of Jubbulpore. 3553-54. 

Safety of the railway -at Rajahmundry. 3725. 

BRITISH FIRMS— 

Question re withholding of orders from - which refuse admission 

to Indian apprentices in such firms. 3723-24. 

BRITISH GOVERNMENT— 

Question re cessation of the annual contribution to the - on the 

starting of the Indian Navy. 4558. 

BRITISH INDIA STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY— 

Question rc— 

Coastal service maintained by the - between Bombay and 

Karachi. 2984-86. 

Grievances of deck passengers on steamers of the -. 3124-25. 

Mail subsidies to the - and the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 

Navigation Company. 4201. 
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British elarnaticbl— 

Question re eUablishrtient of -an Epigraphie Office in a eeiiferffi place- 
in the-. 3381. 

BRITISH OFFICERS— 

Question re payment by the Indian. Exchequer of ■ thy salaries; of —— 
formerly employed on •staff duties in India on their return to- 
England. 3373-74. 

BRITISH WAR OFFICE— 

Question re claims outstanding against-. 3306. 

BRUCE-JOY, MR.— 

Question re severe penalties inflicted on the members <oi the Transpor¬ 
tation Staff, Igatpuri bj ? -•, Divisional -Superintendent, -Kalyan 

section. 3416-17. 

BULLS— 

Question re rearing of cows and-in military dairy farms. 3386. 

BUNGALOW (S) — 

Question re — 

- at Dhoom Station on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3137-38. 

Renting of private - at -Dinapore by the East Indian Railway 

for their non-Indian employees. 3693-94. 

Reservation of the - at Mohenjodaro for Europeans. 3807. 

BUREAU OF PUBLIC INFORMATION— 

Question re — 

Functions and duties of the officers of the-. 4649-50. 

Functions of the - in connection with the view-s and policies 

of Government. 4650-52. 

BURGLARY (IES)— 

Question re — ' 

Attempted —— in the premises of the Clare Road' Post Office in 
Bombay. 3636. 

- in New Delhi. 4312-13. 

BURLINGTON HOSPITAL, ASANSOL— 

Question rc admission of non-railway patients into the-. 3801. 

BURMA— ' 

Question rc — 

Emoluments of clerks <*md sorters in the Rangoon General Post 
Office, and clerks of-the mofussil in- and sorters of the Rail¬ 
way Mail Service, -. 4318-19. ' 

Exclusion of the “ Forward ” from -. 3141-42. 

Removal of State prisoners and detenus in - t-o the Mary’s 

School Buildings at Mandalay. 4228-29. 

Revision of the pay of the postmen and lower slaff in the Posh 
Offices and the Railway Mail Service-—. 4319. 

V Separation of - from India. 3375-76. 

r-^ffivery in --—3427. 
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BURMA, GOVERNMENT OF— 

Question re proscription of * * Forward ” by 'the -. 3317. 

-BURMA OBEi COMPANY— 

Question re firing by certain European and Anglo-Indian employees 
of the-N on Indian workers in -Madias In -May 1927. 3213-14, 

.BURMA RAILWAYS— 

See under " Railway(s).” 

BURMESE FRONTIER— 

Question re stamping oii't o'f slavery in some of the outlying territories 
situated close to the -. 3544. 

BUSINESS— 

See under “ “Statement of Business.” 

0 

CADETS— 

Question re — 

Compulsory employment by steamship companies engaged in the 

coasting trade of successful and suitable-of the training ship. 

3867. 

Employment by Britsih shipowners df successful -of the train¬ 

ing ship. 3868. 

Employment of successful —- of the training ship as apprentices 

by the Peninsular and Oriental Company. 3866-67. 

CALCUTTA— 

Question re — 

Abolition as separate units of the Offices of the District Controllers 

of Military Accounts at Mhow, Peshawar, Bangalore and -. 

'6712. 

Amount of allowance granted to the ministerial staff of the late 
Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway transferred from Lucknow to 
-. 4538-39. 

Conveyance of the English mail from Bombay to -by the Bengal 

Nagpur Railway. 3412. 

Employment of Government servants by the Royal Turf Club.-. 

4235. 

Number of deaths of postal employees for the last ten years in the 
specially unhealthy localities in the various Postal Circles and 
in the cities of Bombay, - and Madras. 3442. 

Purchase and sale of machines by the Government of India Presses 
in-, Delhi and Simla. 4574. 

Removal of Mr. Sntisli Chandra Chakravartv, a State prisoner to 
-to undergo ayurvedic treatment for filariasis. 4300-01. 

Sale of waste paper by the Government of India Presses at -, 

Delhi and Simla. 4574. 

Scheme of the Indian Mining Federation of -- for popularising 

the use of coal as a domestic fuel. 3291. 

Selection of students for the Government Training Class for-wire¬ 
less operators in-. 3215-16. 
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CALCUTTA— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Starting of an urban unit of the Indian Territorial Force in •— 1 —. 
4636. 

Terminal charge on coke and patent fuel arriving in -.. 3290. 

CALCUTTA CHORD RAILWAY— 

See under “ Railway (s).” ; 

CALCUTTA PORT TRUST— 

Question re appointment of Assistant Accountant in the --. 4657- 

' 58. 

CALCUTTA RIOTS— 

Question re grant of compensation to the heirs of Rolla Singh, Motor 

van driver, killed in the -. 3014-15. 

CAMPBELLPORE— 

Question re discharge of M. Bahadur Khan, olerk in the Income-tax 

Office at -. 3612. 

CANTEEN SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Reforms in the -. 2982. 

Universal rate of rebate in connection with the-. 2983. 

CANTONMENT (S)— 

Question re — 

Collection of taxes in ——. 3307-08. 

Cutting of trees in -. 3307. 

CANTONMENT ACT— 

Question re ) publication of the amendments made by the Cantonment 
Board, Ambala, to the regulations framed under section 44 of 

the -. 3011-12. 

CANTONMENT BOARD (S)— 

Question re — 

Agenda of business of-. 3204-05. 

Appointment of the Vice-President of the-, Ambala, as Chair¬ 

man of all sub-committees. 3008-09. 

Grant of definite powers to the non-official Vice-Presidents of- 

3204. 

Presidents of -. 3203-04. 

Regulation relating to the laying of papers appertaining to the 

agenda of the -, Ambala, on the table four days before a 

meeting. 3009. 

CANTONMENT BOARD, AMBALA— 

Question rc — 

Grant of permission to non-members to address meetings of the- 

3012. 

Holding in camera of meetings of-. 3013-14. 

Impropriety of discussions of the agenda of business by the Presi¬ 
dent of the —with individual members before the meeting. 
3012-13. ' 
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CANTONMENT BOARD, AMBALA— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Publication of the amendments made by the-to the regulations 

framed under section 44 of the Cantonments Act. 3011-12. 

Rejection of motion for adjournment proposed by non-official mem¬ 
bers of the-. 3013. 

CANTONMENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under “ BiU(s)/' 

CAPITAL COST— 

Question re inclusion of the expenditure on electrical and sanitary 

installations in the - of residential quarters for Government 

servants. 3883-84. 

CAPITAL OUTLAY— 

Question re amount of - so far made by the proposed railway 

colliery in the Talcher field and in Religari-dari. 3610. 

CARD PASSES— 

Question re withdrawal of the-of employees of the Railway Mail 

Service. 3615-16. 

CARGO— 

Question re carriage of-and stores by Indian shipping companies. 

3864-65. 

CARRIAGE AND WAGON STAFF— 

Question re long hours of work of the - at Lyallpur and some 

other stations of the North-Western Railway. 3890. 

CARRIAGES, FIRST AND SECOND CLASS— 

Question re running of through composite-between Paldcza Ghat 

and the main line of the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 
4058. 

CASH— 

Question re system of sending - from the Head Post Office in 

Simla to the Sub-Post Offices. 4315-16. 

CASUAL LEAVE— 

Question re — 

— > 

Amount of - granted to telegraphists in Bombay City. 3216. 

- of sorters of the Railway Mail Service. 3527-28. 

-of telegraphists. 3216. 

Grant of privilege and -to the employees of the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 3317. 

Refusal to grant-to a delegate from the Bombay Record Office 

to attend meetings of the All-India Post Office and Railway Mail 
Service Conference. 3528. 

CASUALTY (IBS)— 

Question re number of - among Punjabi Troops at Shanghai 

2977. 


L] 05L A 
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CATERING— 

Question re — 

- by Messrs. Brandon and Company on the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 3287. 

Rules reagrding -on Railways. 3287. 

CATERING ARRANGEMENTS— 

Question re -on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 3287-88. 

CAWNPORE— 

Question re — 

Freight charges per ton of sugar from Bombay to — : — and vice 
versa. 3386. 

Grant of compensation to the heirs of Babu Nawal Kisliore, assistant 

station master, Generalgunj Cabin, -, who was murdered by 

a gang of robbers. 3409. 

CAWNPORE HARNESS FACTORY— 

Question re supply of new hides to the -. 3288-89. 

CENSORSHIP— 

Resolution re -of Cinematograph Films. 4359-77, 4629. 

CENTRAL ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RAILWAYS— 

Statement (laid on the table) re subjects discussed by the -. 

3056-69. 

CENTRAL AND EAST AFRICAN COLONIES— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a Commission to investigate the possibility of 
federating the British -. 3593-95. 

Representation of the Secretary of State on the Commission appoint¬ 
ed to investigate the possibility of federating the British -• 

3595-96. 

CENTRAL AFRICA— 

Question re appointment of Indians to the special Commission to 

inquire into the question of the federation of East and- 

3411. 

CENTRAL ART INSTITUTE— 

Question rc establishment of a - at Delhi. 3631. 

CENTRAL BOARD OF REVENUE— 

Question rc proportion of Mussalmans in the Office of the-. 4522. 

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT— 

Question rc — 4 

Leave of inferior servants of the-. 3887-88. 

Proposed transfer of the major ports to the control of the ——■ 
3587-88. 

CENTRAL INDIA COALFIELDS— 

Question rc construction of the new railway line between Bnrkaklinna 

.. anti Barwndih in the -. 3722. 
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CENTRAL LEGISLATURE— 

Question re — 

Delay in the receipt by members of the- of the report of the 

Skeen Committee from the Central Publication Branch Cal¬ 
cutta. 4561-62. ’ 

Holding of the Autumn Session of the-in Delhi. 2994-95. 

CENTRAL/ PRINTING OFFICE— 

Question re representation of Muslims in the-. 4210-11. 

CENTRAL PROVINCES— 

* 

Question re — 

Alleged exaction of Ineome-tax Officers in the-. 3274-75. 

Grant of relief to the family of Mr. Madan Gopal, a postal em¬ 
ployee in the-. 3552-53. 

Percentage of cost to the Ineome-tax collected in the -. 3274. 

Reduction in the railway rates on coal despatched from the coal¬ 
fields in the-. 3554. 

CENTRAL PUBLICATION BRANCH, CALCUTTA— 

Question re delay in the receipt by Members of the Central Legisla¬ 
ture of the Report of the Skeen Committee from the- 

4561-62. 

CENTRAL REVENUES— 

Question re rates of military expenditure to-. 3200-01. 

CENTRAL ROAD BOARD— 

Question re constitution of a Central Road Fund and a-. 3617. 

CENTRAL ROAD FUND— 

Question re constitution of a-and a Central Road Board. 3617. 

CENTRAL SERVICES— 

Question rc delegation of control of the-to the Government of 

India. 3598. 

CERTIFICATION— 

Question re number of times the powers of veto and-have been 

*■ used since the introduction of the Reforms. 3695-96. 

CHAIRAIVA— 

Question re case of Maliendra Singh, Extra Departmental Agent, 
-. 3726. 

CHAISSADDA-SWABI RAILWAY— 

See under “ Railway (s) 

CHAKRAVARTY, MR. SATISH CHANDRA— 

Question re removal of-a State prisoner, to Calcutta, to undergo 

Ayurvedic treatment for filaviasis. 4300-01. 

CHAMAN LALL', DIWAN— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of " Civil Works 
3978. 

Discussion re answering of questions in the vernacular. 3980. 
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CHAMAN LALL, DIWAN— contd. - ■ 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motions to consider and recirculate-. 3689. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4061, 4064, 4065, 4086-4094, 
4113. 

Motion for Adjournment re appointment of an.adequate number of 
Indian representatives on the Royal Commission to consider 
the federation of Kenva and other East and Central Afi'ican 
Colonies. 3108-3111. 

Motion for Adjournment rc serious situation in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway Workshops at Kharagpur. 4385, 4394-97. 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the withdrawal during the 
August-September Session of the Gold Standard and Reserve 
Bank of India Bill. 4277-81. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of the 
Commerce Department. 3087-88. 

Question rc — 

Action taken against Indians by the restaurant proprietors of 
Edinburgh. 3201. 

Application of the orders regarding examination and study leave 
to England and free passages, etc., to temporary officers of the 
Indian Medical Service. 3881. - 

Appointment and terms of reference and personnel of the Statu- 
tory Commission. 3892-93. 

Appointment of Lord Ronaldshay as Chairman and Sir Malcolm 
Hailey as' a member of the Statutory Commission on Reforms. 
3203. 

Arrest of one Fazl Elalii in Bombay and his trial in the North- 
West Frontier Province. 3153. . • 

Counting for increments of periods of service spent on leave with¬ 
out pay. 3888. ; 

Counting towards pension of the deputation allowances drawn by 
Mr. Bhagwan Das Suri. 3902. 

Date of the coming into force of the Indian Trade Unions Act. 
3890-91. 

Defence of India. 3981-82. 

Demobilisation without gratuity or compensation of Indian tem¬ 
porary Indian Medical Service Officers in 1926. 3874-75. 

Discharge of Jai Chand, Sub-Way Inspector, North-Western 
Railway. 3902-03. 

Dissatisfaction of local Traffic Service Officers with their position 
and prospects. 3872-73. 

Dividends paid by Indian cotton mills in Bombay from 1905 to 
1926. 3152-53. 

Expenditure on new offices, barracks and houses for the Army. 
3888-89. ' - . 
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CHAM AN CALL, DIW AN— contcl. 

Question re — contd. 

Extension of the Lee concessions to covenanted subordinates in 
Railways. 3903-04. 

Extradition proceedings against Sardar Diwan Singh, Editor of 
the “ Biyasat 4297. 

Grant of compensatory allowances to officials of the Post Office 
employed in unhealthy localities in the Madras Circle. 3886. 
Grant of gratuities by the North-Western Railway to strikers who 
offered for duty and were not employed. 3891. 

Grant to Indians of permanent commissions in the Indian Medical 
Service. 3878-79. 

Grievances of the European guards of the North-Western Rail¬ 
way stationed at Rawalpindi. 3891. 

House rent allowance of telegraph peons in New Delhi. 3889. 
Inclusion of the expenditure on electrical and sanitary installa¬ 
tions in the capital cost of residential quarters for Government 
servants. 3883-84. 

Internment of Mohammad Saliq in Akora Village. 3893-94. 

Leave of inferior servants of the Central Government. 3887-88. 
London “ Daily News ” Coal Mission Report. 3152. 

Long hours of work of the Carriage and Wagon Staff at Lyallpur 
and some other stations of the North-Western Railway. 8890. 
Loss incurred by Government owing to the visit paid to Lahore 
by certain travelling ticket examiners of the North-Western 
Railway in June 1925. 3895-96. 

Names of informers who supply information to Government in 
regard to Indians residing in Afghanistan, Russian territory 
and Persian territory. 4313. 

Nominations to the Indian Civil Service in India since I.!-.-. 
3873-74. 

Number of Assistant Traffic Superintendents in the State Railways. 
3872 

Number of casualties among Punjabi troops at Shanghai. 2977. 
Number of Hindus and Muhammadans employed in the lower 
clerical grade of the Punjab Postal Department since tlic 1st 
March 1927. 3889. 

Number of officials adversely affected by the oO per cent, limit 
among the Railway Mail Service sorters, etc. 3SSb-b/. 

Offer of short service commissions to Indians in the Indian Medical 

Service. 3881. _ . 

Outfit allowance of temporary Indian Medical Service officers. 

3S77. 

Pension of Mr. Bhagwan Das Suri, late accountant. Military Ac- 
counts Department. 3901-02. 

Placing of railway contracts with members of Railway Advisory 
Committees. 3201. 

Policy-of Government in regard to the Indianisation of the Im¬ 
perial Secretariat Service. 3885. 
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CHAMAN LALL, DIWAN —contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Postponement of the discharge of workmen from the Kharagpur 
Workshops until after the Ptija holidays. 4230-31. 

Promotion of unpassed men to the Upper Division of the Govern- 
1 ment of India Secretariat. 3885-86. 

’ Purchase of stores. 3889. 

Rate at which overseas allowance and some other staff allowances 
are convertible into sterling. 3877. 

Rates of Military expenditure to Central Revenues. 3200-01. 

Recommendations of the Delhi Conference regarding joint electo¬ 
rates. 3198-99. 

Recommendations of the International Labour Conference regard¬ 
ing Social Insurance. 3200. 

Re-employment of strikers by the North-Western Railway. 
3889-90. 

Replacement of a proportion of the British Military staff of store- 
holders by civilian staff. 3881-82. 

Scales of pay of temporary British and Indian officers of the 
Indian Medical Service. 3880-81. 

Seales of pay of temporary Indian and British Indian Medical 
Service officers. 3875-76. 

Shadowing of members of the Legislative Assembly and intercep¬ 
tion and censorship of their correspondence. 3891-92. 

Short service commissions for Europeans in the Indian Medical 
Service. 3879-80. 

Skeen Committee’s Report. 3199. 

South African Agreement. 3197-98. 

Statement issued by Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose in reply to Lord 
Winterton's charge. 3203-03. 

Status of a temporary officer in the Indian Medical Service in 
relation to a permanent officer of the same rank. 3877. 

Strength of the Indian Medical Service on the 1st April 1927. 
387 1. 

Subjection to police surveillance of Gauliar Rahman since his re¬ 
lease from the Peshawar Jail. 3893. 

Onestion (Supplementary) rc— 

Accidents in mines due to workmen sleeping in dangerous places. 
3522. 

Appointment of Mr. E. J. Mackay as an Assistant Superintendent 
of the Areliicological Survey. 3806. 

Appointment of Indians in the Secretariat of the League of Na¬ 
tions. 2988. 

Bengal detenus. 3693. 

Different nationalities represented on the staff of the Secretariat 
of the Leatrue of Nations, etc. 2989. 

Exclusion of the “ Forward ” from Burma. 3142. ' 
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CHAMAN LALL, DIWAN— contd. 

Question (supplementary re — contd. 

Expulsion of tlie Hindus from the North-West Frontier tribal 
territory. 3002. 

Extradition proceedings against Sardar Diwan Singh. Editor of 
the “ Riyasat ” of Delhi. 3703. 

Firing by certain European and Anglo-Indian employees of the 
Burma Oil Company on Indian workers in Madras in May 1927. 
3214. 

Mohmand disturbances on the Frontier. 3694-95. 

Prevention of accidents in mines. 3211. 

Publication of the Deport of the Sub-Committee of the Skeen Com- 

- mittee. 3696, 3697. 

Recommendations of the Lee Commission about the Indian Medi¬ 
cal Service. 3397, 3398. 

Denting of private bungalows at Dinapore by the East Indian 
Railway for their non-Indian employees. 3693-94. 

Retrenchment by the Bengal Nagpur Railway of workmen em¬ 
ployed in the workshops at Kharagpur. 4045. 

Selection of candidates for permanent Commissions in the Indian 
Medical Service. 3805. 

Speech delivered by Earl Winterton in the House of Commons 
regarding the Bengal detenus. 3145. 

Termination of contracts of temporary Indian officers of the 
Indian Medical Service after 9 years' service. 3S75. 

Training of Indians in aviation. 3720, 3721. 

Travelling Ticket Examiners on the North-Western Railway. 
3984. 

Trial for sedition of certain Indian residents of Shanghai. 3140. 

Trial of Indians in China for political offences. 3893. 

Visit to India of Sir Laming Worthington Evans, Secretary of 
State for War. 3723. 

Withholding of payment of gratuity to Inder Sain, a civilian 
overseer retrenched from the Military Grass Farm. 4th Circle, 
Quetta. 3882-83. 

Workmen of the Eastern Bengal Railway and membership of 
Labour unions. 2999. 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INDIAN— 

Question re representation' from the-in connection with the 

appointment , of Assistant Accountant under the Port Commis¬ 
sioners, Calcutta. 4536-37. 

CHAR GEM AN (MEN)— 

Question rc recruitment in Emrland of-for State Railways. 

3736-18. 

CHARITABLE PURPOSE (S)— 

Question rc. exemption from assessment to income-tax or super-tax 

of the profits of trading set apart for-or religious purposes. 

3549. 
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CHATTERJEE, BANKIM CHANDRA— 

Question re proposed demolition of the historic house of the late 
poet at Kanthalpara, Naihati, Eastern Bengal Railway. 3142-43. 

CHEMICALS— 

Question re remission of customs duty on scientific instruments and 
-imported for the use of educational institutions. 4636. 

CHEQUE PASS(ES)— 

Question re — 

Issue of--on the North-Western Railway to Christian Clergy¬ 

men. 4645-46. 

Issue of occasion - to European and Anglo-Indian employees 

of the North-Western Railway. 4644-45. 

CHERAMBADI— 

Question re changes in the personnel of the Sub-Postmasters and 
clerks in each of the Post Offices located at Valparai Attakati 
and-in the Nilgiri Division. 3448. 

CHETTY, MR. R. K. SHANMTJKIIAM— 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motions to consider and recirculate. 3657-65, 3688, 3689. 

Consideration of clause 5. 3787. 

Consideration of clause 8. 3848-49, 3855. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4065-69. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of 
the Department of Industries and Labour. 3072. 3073, 3074. 

Motion re appointment of a Committee to consider the question of 
residence and accommodation for Members of the Indian Legis¬ 
lature. 3969. 

Question re address delivered by Sir Edward Grigg to the Legislative 
Council of Kenya, 3989-91. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Appointment of Indians-in the Secretariat of the League of Na- 

. tions. 2987, 2988. 

Foreword to the Indian Sandhurst Committee Report. 3121. 

Personnel of the Indian Delegation to the League of Nations. 
3273. 

Recommendations of the Delhi Co'nference regarding joint- electo¬ 
rates. 3199. 

Recommendations of the Lee Commission about the Indian Medical 
Service. 3397. 

Recommendation of the Taxation Enquiry Committee regarding 
land-revenues. 3618. 

Safety of the roof of the Legislative Assembly Chamber, New Delhi. 
3126. 

Resolution rr impro\-ement and expansion of banking facilities. 
3159-61, 3472. 
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CHIEF AUDITOR, NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY— 

Question re — 

Inadequate representation of Muslims in tlie Office of the-. 

4228. 

Promotion of a Madrasi clerk of the office of the-. 4225. 

CHIEF CLERKS— 

Question re appointment of-in Ordnance Factories. 4552. 

CHIEF JUSTICES— 

Question re appointment of vakils as-of High Courts. 3632, 

CHILDREN— 

Question re— 

Compulsory medical examination of-employed at sea. 

3219-20. 

Education of the-of Indian employees of Railways. 3310. 

Education of the-of railway employees. 3708-09. 

Educational facilities for the-of railway employees. 32S4. 

Report relating to educational facilities for the-of railway em¬ 

ployees. 4643-44. 

CHILDREN’S PROTECTION BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s)”. 

CHINA— 

Question re — 

Expenditure on troops sent from India to-. 3306. 

Number of Indian residents in-. 3275. 

Refusal of passports to the Medical Mission to-. 3327. 

Trial of Indians in-for political offences. 3893. 

CHITTAGONG— 

Question re — 

Admission of masters of home-trading ships into the Pilot Ser¬ 
vice at Madras,-, Bombay. Karachi, Aden and Rangoon. 

3907. 

Assam Bengal Railway buildings in-. 3135. 

Declaration of-as a major port. 3718. 

Examiner of Accounts for the Assam Bengal Railway at-. 

3633. 

Local Advisory, Committee of the Assam Bengal Railway at-. 

3138-39. 

Qualifications of candidates for the Pilot Service at-. 3908. 

The Assam Bengal Railway Cottage Hospital at-. 3135-36. 

CHITTAGONG POSTAL DIVISION— 

Question re — 

Muslim employees in the-. 3633-34. 

Muslim overseers, mail runners, peons, etc., in the-. 3634. 

Transfer of officers in the-. 3634. 
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CHOTA NAGPUR DIVISION— 

Question re— 

Improvement of the postal and telegraphic facilities in the-•. 

3721-22. 

W ithdrawal of the notification declaring the-and other areas 

in Bihar and Orissa as backward tracts. 3535-36. 

CHRISTMAS— 

Question rc issue of passes to Indian employees other than Indian 
Christians over the East Indian Railway during-. 3703-07. 

CHUNDER., MR. NIRMAL CHUNDER— 

Indian Securities (Amendment) Bill— 

Consideration of clause 3. 4160-61. 

Question re — 

List of paint manufacturers in India on the approved list of the 
Indian Stores Department. 3023-24. 

Purchase of paints, varnishes and enamels of European manufac¬ 
ture by the North-Western Railway. 4231-32. 

Tenders for paint, zinc, lead, etc., called for by the Director Gene¬ 
ral of the Indian Stores Department, London. 3023. 

CINCHONA COMMITTEE— 

Question re publication of the Report of the-. 3384. 

CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS— 

Resolution re censorship of-. 4359-77, 4629. 

CITIZENSHIP— 

Question re cancellation of the-of 45 Indians naturalised in the 

United States of America. 3521. 

CIVIL AVIATION— 

Question re -. 3427. 

CIVIL AVTATTON, DIRECTOR OF— 

Question re absence of Muslim clerks in the office of the-. 3914. 

CIVIL ENGINEERS— 

Question rc total number of-in the Railway Department. 4196. 

CIVIL WORKS— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ -”. 3977-78, 

3993-95. 

CIVILIAN CLERK(S)— 

Question rc — 

Grant of non-entitled or indulgence passage to-of the Army 

Department and Army Headquarters having an Indian domicile. 

■! 187. 

Grant of. the Karachi local allowance to-employed in various 

Military Departments in Karachi. 3735-36. 

CIVILIAN HOSPITAL WRITERS— 

Question rr -- of the Indian Hospital Corps. 3735. 
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CLARE ROAD POST OFFICE— 

. Question re attempted burglary in the premises of the-in Bom¬ 

bay. 3636. 

CLEARING ACCOUNTS SYSTEM— 

Question re railways on which the-- of working has been estab¬ 

lished. 4537-38. 

CLERGYMEN— 

Question re issue of cheque passes on the North-Western Railway 
to Christian-. 4645-46. 

CLERICAL ESTABLISHMENT (S) — 

Question re — 

Grant of overtime to all the-in Ordnance Factories. 4554. 

Leaves reserve of the -of the Army Headquarters. 4187-88. 

Position of the-of the Ordnance and Clothing Factories. 

4550-51. 

Qualifications, length of service, pay, etc., of each member of the 
-of the Government of India Press, Delhi. 4211-12. 

Recruitment of minority communities in the-of the Head¬ 

quarters'office of the North-Western Railway. 4225. 

Starting salaries of graduates and matriculates in the-of the 

office of the North-Western Railway at Lahore. 4227-28. 

Throwing open of certain gazetted appointments to the-of 

Ordnance and Clothing Factories. 4551-52. 

CLERICAL GRADE— 

Question re promotion of postmen to the-. 3730. 

CLERICAL STAFF— 

■ Question re recruitment of cheaper —— in the Postal Department. 
4566. 

CLERK (S)— 

Question re — 

Absence of Muslim-in the office of the Director of Civil Avia¬ 

tion. 3914. 

Allegations against Chief or Head - employed on the Assam 

Bengal Railway. 3133. 

Alleged assault on an Indian-of the East Indian Railway. 

4206. 

Allege'cT irregularities in the allotment of residential quarters to 
-in Simla. 3914-15. 

Annual increment of second division-of the Government of 

India Secretariat. 3542. 

Appointment of candidates who passed the qualifying test for-- 

for the Indian Annv Service Corps as Supply and Transport 
Checkers. 4192. 

Appointment of-for the offices of Inspectors of Post Offices. 

3607. 

Appointment of chief - 


in Ordnance Factories. 4552. 
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CLERK(S)— r.ontd. 

Question re — contd. 

Changes in the personnel of the Sub-Postmasters and-in each 

of the Post Offices located at Valparai, Attakatti and Cherain- 
badi in the Nilgiri Division. 3448. 

•Chief or Head-employed on the Assam Bengal Railway. 

3132-33. 

Discharge of 12-by the Locomotive Auditors at .Kharagpur, 

Bengal Nagpur Railway. 4050. 

Dismissal by telegram of a-above the first efficiency bar by 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. Smith, Superintendent of Post Offices, 
Nilgiri Division. 3431. 

Emoluments of . — and sorters in the Rangoon General Post 

Office, and-of the Mofussil in Burma, and sorters of the 

Burma Railway Mail Service. 4318-19. 

Employment in the Engineer-in-Chief’s Branch of a non-Muslim 
——in the Punjab Government. 3912-13. 

Employment of soldier-in the Army Headquarters. 4634-35. 

Entertainment of unpassed girl-in the Army Headquarters 

offices. 4186. 

Expansion of the Post Office building at Valparai in the Madras 

Circle, and construction of quarter’s for the-. 3448-49. 

Grant of a house rent allowance to --of the Military Accounts 

Department in Pusa. 3712-13. 

Grant, of free quarters or house rent in lieu thereof to signal room 

-transferred from Old Delhi to New Delhi. 4239. 

■Grant of non-entitled or indulgence passage to civilian ^ ie 

Army Department and Army Headquarters having an Indian 
domicile. 4187. 

Grant of the Karachi local allowance to civilian——employed in 
various Military Departments in Karachi. 3/35-36. 

Hindu and Muslim-in the Personnel Branches of Divisional 

Officers on the North-"Western Railway. 4226. 

Hindu and Muslim-in the Railway Clearing Accounts ofiice. 

4227. 

Inadequaev of Ihe stall of sorters and-attached to the Bom mv 

Record Office of the Railway Mail Service. 3527. 

Increase in the number of third class booking at Muttra 

junction. 3117-18. 

Introduction of a new grade of-in the Post Offices and the 

Railway Mail Service. 3729. 

Leave reserve - in the office of the Superintendent of, 3 os 

Offices. Nilgiri Division. 3431. 

Local allowance of-of the Head Post Offices in Ootacamund, 

etc. 3447-48. 

Long hours of work of assistants and-employed in the 

Finance and Commerce Departments of the Government of India 
Secretariat. 4240. 
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CLERK ( S) — conoid. 

Question re — -conoid. 

Maximum of the clerical time-scale of pay of postal-. 3729. 

Moslem-and menials employed on the Assam on the Bengal Rail¬ 

way. 3139. 

Muslim and Hindu-in the office of the Executive Officer, Per¬ 

manent Way Branch, North-Western Railway. 4226-27. 

Number of Muslim - appointed in the Railway Board from 

1st January to 31st August 1927. 4525-26. 

Number of Mussalman officers and —— on the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway. 3604. 

Pay of-of the Railway Mail Service in the mofussil and the 

city of Madras. 3021. 

Pension and provident fund for section - in Ordnance Fac¬ 

tories. 4553. 

Promotion of a Madrasi ——- of the office of the Chief Auditor, 
North-Western Railway. 4225. 

Promotion of qualified assistants and-of the Government of 

India Secretariat and Attached Offices who have not passed the 
requisite examination. 4563-64. 

Provision of employment under Government for-, etc., of the 

Army Canteen Board. 4312. 

Provision of free quarters for-of the Gudalur Post Office in the 

Nilgiri Division. 3449-50. 

Provision of quarters for —— of Ordnance and Clothing Factories. 
4553-54. 

Retention of excess-in the offices of Superintendent of Post 

Offices and the Railway Mail Service- 4190. 

Retrenchment after 25 years’ service of Deputy Assistant Con¬ 
trollers of Military Accounts, accountants and -. 3713. 

Revision of the pay of -—— on the South Indian Railway. 4233. 

Separate compartments for European and Anglo-Indian and 

Indian_in the special train running between Summer Hill 

and the Simla Goods Shed. 4188. 

Supersession of Muslim by Hindu-in the Headquarters office 

of the North-Western Railway. 4224-25. 

Time-scales of pay of-in departmental telegraph offices. 

3403. 

Total number of assistants and-in the New branch of the 

Home Department created in connection with the Statutory 
Commission. 4522. 

Transfers and promotions of assistants and-between the 

Attached Offices and the Government of India Secretariat. 
4563. 

Withdrawal and suspension of increments of pay of-and 

accountants of the Military Accounts Department. 3713-15. 

Working hours of-in Ordnance Factories. 4554. 
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CLOTHING FACTORIES— 

Question re — 

Annual administration reports of Ordnance and— : —. 4549. 

Establishment of a provident fund for, and grant of • gratuities to 
temporary and extra temporary staff employed in the Ordnance 
and-. 4550. 

Establishment of Ordnance and-. 4550. 

Position of the clerical establishment of the Ordnance and-. 

4550-51. 

Provision of quarters for clerks of Ordnance and ——. 4553-54. 

Temporary employees in Ordnance and-. 4550. 

Throwing open of certain gazetted appointments to the clerical es¬ 
tablishment of Ordnance and-. 4551-52. 

CLUBS— • . 

Question re grants to recreation-for postal and telegraph em¬ 

ployees. 3451. 

COACHES— 

Question re introduction of all-steel-on the South Indian Rail¬ 

way. 3282. 

COAL— 

Question re — 

Aggregate tonnage of-consumed by the major Indian Rail¬ 

ways. 3609, 3799. 

Average price per ton of-purchased for the Railways. 3610. 

Average price per ton of - purchased for the Railways for 

each year from 1906-07 to 1926-27. 3800-01. 

-for the major Indian Railways. 3609. 

-suitable for the requirements of the major Indian Railways. 

3547. 

-suitable for use on the major Indian Railways. 3799. 

Construction by the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 

of special engines to suit the consumption of second class- 

3548-49, 3800, 3609-10. 

Consumption of-on ■ the major Indian Railways. 3547. 

Price per ton of-purchased for the Railways for each year 

from 1906-07 to 1926-27. ■ 3549. 

Reduction in the Railway rates on-despatched from the Cen¬ 

tral Provinces coalfields. 3554. 

Reduction of railwav freight on (1) coke and patent-and (2) 

-. 3291-92. 

Scheme of the Indian Mining Federation of Calcutta for popu¬ 
larising the use of-as a domestic fuel. 3291. 

Use of-raised in collieries owned by State Railways on the 

Company-managed Railways. 3548. 

Use of-raised in the colliery of one State Railway by another 

Railway. 3609, 3800. 
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COAL CUTTING MACHINES— 

Question re employment of approved types of-in mines. 

3212-13. • 

COAL DEPOTS— 

Question re rent for-in all the Calcutta stations, etc. 4234-35. 

COALFIELDS— 

Question re — 

. Construction of the new railway line between Barkaldiana and Bar- 
wadili in the Central India-. 3722. 

Depths of coal mines in the Jharia and Ranigunj-. 3292. 

Reduction in the railway rates on eoal despatched from the Cen¬ 
tral Provinces-. 3554. 

COAL MINES— 

. Question re — 

Depths of-in the Jharia and Ranigunj coalfields. 3292. 

Number of-closed during certain specified periods. 3292-93. 

Prevention and control of underground fires in-. 3210, 3212. 

Prohibition of the use of other than “ permitted explosives " in 
-. 3212. 

COAL MISSION REPORT— 

Question rc London “ Daily News ”-. 3152. 

COAL PURCHASE POLICY— 

Question re - of the Government of India. 3292. 

COAST LIGHT SERVICE— 

Question re counting towards pension of service rendered hv a per¬ 
son as a port light keeper on his transfer to the sea or-. 

3026. 

COASTAL SERVICE— 

Question re —•—maintained by the British India Steam Navigation 
Company between Bombay and Karachi. 29S4-86. 

COASTING TRADE— 

Question re — 

Compulsory employment by steamship companies engaged in the 

-of successful and suitable cadets of the training ship. 

3867. 

Reservation of the-of India to Indian shipping. 3859. 

COCKE, MR. H. G.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4155. 

Election of--to the panel of the Standing Committee to advise on 

subjects in the Department of Commerce. 3327. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motion to recirculate. 3653. 

Motion to consider. 3759-61. 
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COCK6', MR. If. G.—contd. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— contd * 

Consideration of clause 7. 3817. 

Consideration of clause 8. 3847. 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the withdrawal diming the 
August-September session of the Gold Standard and Reserve 
Bank of India Bill. 4289. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of the 
Commerce Department. 3088.. * 

Question re — 

Delay in the receipt bi r Members of the Central Legislature of the 
Report of the Skeen Committee • from the Central Publication 
Branch, Calcutta. 4561-62. 

Export duty on hides and skins. 3917-18. 

Expulsion of Hindus from lire North-West Frontier tribal territory. 
3000-02. 

Recruitment in England of chargemen for State Railways. 3716-18. 
Resolution re Tndianisation of half the cadre of offices of the Indian 
Army. 4247-48. 

CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s)”. 

CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE— 

Question re interpretation of sections 148 and 151 of the-, 1898, 

by the High Court, Calcutta. 3302. 

COIMBATORE— 

Question re transfer of Mr. N. Venkataraman, acting clerk of the 

Head Post Office,-to Pollachi. 3432. 

COIMBATORE SUGAR, STATION— 

Question re development of varieties of thick sugar cane at the-. 

3384. 

COKE— 

Question rc — 

Reduction of railway freight on (1)-and patent coal and (2) 

coal. 3291-92. 

Terminal charge on-and patent fuel arriving in Calcutta. 

3290-91. 

COLLEGES— 

Question re Hindu and Muhammadan- , High Schools and Middle 

Schools in the North-West Fontier Province. 3005. 

COLLIERY (IES)— 

Question rc — 

Acquisition of railway - . 3314. 

Amount of capital outlay made by the proposed railway - in 

the Talehnr field and in Religari-dari. 3800. 

Amount of capital outlay so far made by the, proposed railway —— 
in the Talehnr field and in Religari-dari. 3610. 



XNDBX. TO L.CGISLAT1VK ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


65 


COLLIERY (IES)— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Balance sheets of railway-owned-, etc. 3291. 

Capita^ outlay made by the proposed railway-in Talchur field 

and in Religai'i-dari. 3549. 

Delay by railways in the disposal of applications for sidings by -. 

4233-34. 

Use of coal raised in the - of one State Railway by, other 

Railways. 3609, 3800. 

COLONIAL TRAINING ESTABLISHMENTS— 

Question re admission of Indians for training to Royal Naval Establish¬ 
ments and-. 4556-57. 

COLOUR BAR— 

Question re .- against Indians in Edinburgh. 3122-23. 

COMBINED OFFICES— 

Question re inspection of - in the Gaya Division by the Superin¬ 

tendent of Post Offices and the Telegraph Traffic Officer. 3697-98. 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, HIS EXCELLENCY THE— 

Resolution re Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian 
Army. 3494-98. 

COMMERCE DEPARTMENT— 

Motion for the election of a Panel for the Standing Committee of 

the -. 3083-3090. 

Question re — 

Evening turn classes in the-. 4567. 

Long hours of work of assistants and clerks emplo 3 r ed in the 

Finance Department and the - of the Government of India 

Secretariat. 4240. 

COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re grant of a time-scale to the employees of the-of the 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 3318. 

COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT, STATE RAILWAYS— 

Question re officers in the superior services in the - . 4541. 

COMMISSION (S)— 

Question re —„ 

Appointment of a - to' enquire into the working of the Muslim 

University at Aligarh. 3413-14. 

1 Appointment of a'- to investigate the possibility of federating 

’ the British Central and East African Colonies. 3593-95. 
Appointment of a Committee of the Government of India to con¬ 
sider the qitestion of reforms and the Statutory -. 2996. 

- Appointment of a technical - to examine the gauge problem 

relating to railways. 4297-98. 

Appointment of Indians to the special - to inquire into the 

question of the federation of East and Central Africa 3411. 


L195LA 
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COMMISSION (S )— conid. 

Question re— conid. , . . 

Appointment of Lord Ronaldshay as Chairman and Sir Malcolm 
Hailey as a Member of the Statutory-on reforms. 3203. 

Circulation of the questionnaire of the Royal Agricultural -to 

members of the Indian Legislature. 3632-27. 

Enquiries by the Royal - on Agriculture into the agricultural 

resources of Ajmer-Merwara. 4217. 

Grant to Indians of permanent - in the Indian Medical Ser¬ 

vice. 3878-79. 

Inquiry by the Royal Agricultural - into the causes of floods 

and the distress caused thereby. 3539.. 

Offer of short service -to Indians in the Indian Medical Ser¬ 

vice. 3881. 

Representation of the Secretary of State on the-to investigate 

the possibility of federating the British Central and East African 
Colonies. 3595-96. 

Selection of candidates for permanent -in the Indian Medical 

Service. 3696-99, 3803, 3804-06. 

Short service - for Europeans in the Indian Medical Service. 

3879-80. 

COMMISSION(S), KING’S— 

Question re grant of a larger number of-to Muhammadans. 3509, 

COMMISSIONED OFFICERS— 

Question re— 

Discharge after nine years’ service of 23 temporary - of the 

Indian Medical Service. 4240-41. 

Indians appointed as King’s-, etc. 4529. 

COMMISSIONER OF INCOME-TAX, BIHAR AND ORISSA— 

Question rc removal of the office of the - from Ranchi to Patna. 

3724. • ■ • - 1 :■ i • < ■ 


C( ^ r ^ IISST0NER 0F INCOME-TAX, PUNJAB' AND THE NORTH¬ 
WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE— ■ ‘ • 

Question rc appointment of Rai Bahadur Manga't Rai as official • 
mg-. 3611-12. 

COMMITTEE (S)— 


Appointment, of Members to the - to consider, the question of 

residence and accommodation for Members of the Indian-Legis¬ 
lature. 4613. , . 

Appointment of Munshi Iswar Saran to the Library -4242. 

Election of members to the panel for the Standing — for the Depart¬ 
ment of Education, Health and Lands. 3154-55. 

Election of Mr. S. C. Mitra to the-on Public Accounts. 3154. 

hieetion to the panel for the Advisory Publicity -. 3556. 

" ° °V f vi n ™ ml,er t0 the -on Public Account* 

1,rr Mnulann A. H. Natiqne. 3071. 
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;MMITTEE(S)— contd. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing-for the Depart¬ 

ment of Education, Health and Lands. 3090. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing - of the Com¬ 

merce Department. 3083-90. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing - of the 

Department of Industries and Labour. 3071-82. 

Motion re appointment of a -to consider the question of residence 

and accommodation for Members of the Indian Legislature. 3968- 
72, 4332-35. 

Presentation of the Report of the Public Accounts -. 4325. 

Question re — 

Action taken on the recommendations of the Deck Passengers’ -■_ 

3865. 

Appointment of a -- of the Government of India to consider the 

question of reforms and the Statutory Commission. 2996. 

Appointment of a - to study the results of the “ Transporta¬ 

tion ” -working of the Divisional Scheme of the North-Western 
Railway. 3389, 3399-3400. 

Appointment of expert - by Provincial Governments to enquire 

into the causes of floods. 3601-02. 

Communication from the Board of Trade or other shipping interests 
in England in connection with the Report of the Mercantile 
Marine ——. 3858-59. 

Constitution of the different - of the Council of the Secretary 

of State for India. 3801. 

Constitution of the Rates Advisory -. 3384. 

Departmental Standing -. 3542. 

Enlargement of the powers of Railway Advisory -. 3623. 

Establishment of a Local Advisory-for the Great Indian Penin- 

•snla Railway at Jliansi. 4644. 

Haj -. 3326. 

Local Advisee y - for Railways. 3435-37. 

Local Advisory- of the Assam Bengal Railway at Chittagong. 

3138-39. 

Part II of the Report of the Back Bay Reclamation --. 3315. 

Publication of the Report of the Cinchona -. 3384. 

Publication of the Report of the Sub - of the Indian Sandhurst 

-which visited Europe and America. 3515-17. 

Publication of the Report of the Sub - of the Skeen -. 

3696-97. 

Recommendations of the Economic Enquiry -. 3308-09. 3321. 

Recommendations of the Indian Auxiliarv and Territorial Forces 
-. 3632-33. 

Recommendations of the Indian Mercantile Marine- regnrding- 

the training of engineer officers. 3859. 
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COMMITTEE (S)— conoid. 

Question— rc — contd, ■ - 

Recommendations of the Indian Sandhurst -. 3272-73, 3324. 

Recommendations of the Joint Parliamentary - regarding the 

revision of land-revenue assessment in, the various provinces: 
3553. , 

Recommendations of the Skeen -. 3308. 

.. . Recommendations of the Taxation Enquiry —— regarding' land- 
revenues. 3618. : - 

Report of the - apjjointed to inquire into the working of. the 

Staff Selection Board. 3282. 

Report of the Indian Auxiliary and Territorial Forces —=—. 3275, 

3517-18, 3719. ‘ ' - 

Report of the Indian Sandhurst-. 3622. 

Report of the Indian Sugar --. 4051-57. 

Report of the Skeen -. .3199, 3508. 

Reports of the various - of the Assembly .of the League of 

Nations. 2986-87. 

COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS— • 

Presentation of the Report of the - re petitions relating to the 

Children’s Protection Bill. 3904. 

COMMUNAL DISTURBANCES— 

Question re -. 3979. 

COMMUNAL QUESTIONS— 

Question re resentment of the Hindus and Arya Samajists at 

the attitude of Government in the matter of - and religious 

questions. 3506. 

COMMUNAL REPRESENTATION^- , 

Question re. —— in the Public Services under the Governments of 
Madras, Bombay and the United Provinces. 3278-79. 

COMMUNAL WRITING (S)— 

Question re — 

Inflammatory - in a, section of the Punjab Press. 3510-11. 

Inflammatory - in the various Provinces. ,3511. 

COMPANY (IES)— 

Question re — 

Amount of income-tax and' supertax paid by British and other 

non-Indian - carrying on banking, shipping and insurance 

business in India. 3857-58. 

■ Provincial share of income-tax on--\ operating in Bihar and 

Orissa, but registered elsewhere. 3272. 

- .COMPANY -MANAGED RAILWAY ‘3— 

Bee under “ Railway (s)”. 
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COMPENSATION— 

Question re grant of - to the heirs of Holla Singh, motorvan 

driver, killed in the Calcutta riots. 3014-35. 

COMPENSATORY ALLOWANCE(S)— 

Question re— 

Grant of-to officials of the Post Office employed in unhealthy 

localities in the Madras Circle. 3886. 

Grant of-to postal employees of the clerical cadre stationed in 

unhealthy localities in the Nilgiri Division. 3446-47. 

Grant of - to postmen and the lover grade staff stationed in 

unhealt.lo 7 localities in the Madras circle. 3447. 

COMPOUNDERS— 

Question re appointment of Mussalmans as hospital assistants, - 

and Sanitary Inspectors on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3294. 

CONCESSION (S)— 

Question re grant of - to the Swedish Match Combine. 3804. 

CONFERENCE (S)— 

Question re — 

Final Report of the World Economic- held in Geneva during 

May 1927. 3919-20. 

Recommendations of the Delhi - regarding joint electorates. 

3198-99. 

‘Recommendations of the International Labour - regarding 

social insurance. 3200. 

CONSPIRACY— 

Question re alleged organised —— of Muhammadans to murder 
Hindus. 4201. 

CONTINGENT ALLOWANCE (S)— 

Question re sanction of-to the extra-departmental agents. 3597. 

CONTRACT (S)— 

Question re — 

- for regimental institutes. 3543-44. 

- with the employees of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 

not to engage in private work on Sundays and holidays. 3017. 

Placing of railway-with members of Railway Advisory Com¬ 

mittees. 3201. 

Stipulation in railway - given to firms as regards the employ¬ 

ment of Indians on the works in question. 3285. 

Termination of - of temporary officers of the Indian Medical 

Service after 9 years’ service. 3875. 

CONTRACTOR (S)— 

Question re — 

- for porters at the Delhi railway station. 3316. 

Disposal of the stocks of the Arrav Canteen Board to Indian - . 

2981-82. 
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CONTRACTOR (S)— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Liquidation of the Army Canteen Board and reversion to the sys¬ 
tem of Indian- . 2979-81. 

Purchase of the stock of the Army Canteen Board by Indian-. 

2982-83. 

CONTRIBUTION (S) — 

Question re — 

Cessation of the annual - to the British Government on the 

starting of the Indian Navy. 4558. 

- made by the District Board of Hazaribagh towards the cost 

of the construction of the Joint Railway and District Board 
Bridge over the Konar River. 4316. 

CONTROLLER OP CURRENCY— • 

Question re number of sovereigns received by the- since the de¬ 

monetisation of the sovereign in March last. 3528. 

CONTROLLER OP MILITARY ACCOUNTS— 

Question re location of an office of-at Secunderabad. 3712. 

CONTROLLER OP PRINTING, STATIONERY AND STAMPS— 

. Question re representation of Muslims in the office of the-. 4211. 

CONTROLLERS OP. STORES— 

Question re recruitment of Indians as-of the various State Rail¬ 

ways. 3529-30. 

CONVENTIONS— 

Resolution re draft - and recommendations of the International 

Labour Conference regarding inspection of emigrants on board- 
ship, etc. 3995-4003. • 

CORRESPONDENCE— ‘ 

Question re shadowing of members of the Legislative Assembly and 
interception and censorship of their .-. 3891-92. 

CORRESPONDENT— 

Question re appointment of a-of the International Labour Office 

in India. 2990-91. 

COSGRAVE, MR. W. A.— 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Consideration of clause 2. 3247-49. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to circulate.. 4420-22. 

Oath of Office. 2969. 

COTTON— 

Question re Irrigation of American -. 3982. 
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COTTON LULLS— 

Question - re dividends pajd by Indian-in Bombay from 1905 to 

1926.' 3152-53. 

COTTON TEXTILE FACTORIES— 

Question re retrenchment in railway workshops and closing of - 

and mines. 3216-17. 

COUNCIL CHAMBER— 

Question re defective construction of the-at New Delhi. 2971-72. 

COUNCIL HOUSE— 

Question re expenditure on the - at New Delhi. 3316. 

COUNCIL OF STATE— 

Address by His Excellency the Viceroy to Members of the - and 

Legislative Assembly. 3499-3502. 

Bills passed by the - laid on the table. 4061. 

Message from the-intimating that that Chamber had agreed with¬ 

out any amendments to the following Bills:— 

The Indian Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill; 

The Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill; 

The Indian Divorce (Amendment) Bill. 4060. 

Message from the-intimating that that Chamber had agreed with¬ 

out any amendments to the following Bills:— 

The Cantonments (Amendment) Bill; 

The Indian Emigration (Amendment) Bill; 

The Indian Income-tax ((Amendment) Bill. 4659. 

Message from the-intimating that that Chamber had agreed with¬ 

out any amendments to the Indian Tariff (Cotton Tarn Amend¬ 
ment) and the Indian Tai’iff (Amendment) Bills. 4574. 

Message from the-intimating that that Chamber had agreed with- 

. out any amendments to the Insolvency (Amendment) Bill. 3737. 

Message from the-intimating that that Chamber had agreed with¬ 

out any amendments to the Repealing Bill. 3924. 

Message from the - intimating that that Chamber had rejected 

the motion to take into cons'deraiion the Criminal Law Repealing 
and Amending Bill, as passed hy the Legislative Assembly. 4119. 

Question re— 

Exclusion of Europeans from the non-Muhammadan electorates in 
Bengal for the-. 4565. 

Meetings of the Legislative Assembly and -with the number of 

Resolutions and Bills passed during the last three Sessions. 3732* 
33. 

Resolutions adopted bv the Legislative Assembly and the -. 

3146-51. 
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COUNTESS OF DUFFERIN’S FUND— 

■ Question re —, , . 

Employment of graduates of the Lady Hardinge Medical College by 
the -. 4215. 

Employment of the Indian graduated of the 'Lady Hardinge Medi¬ 
cal College by the -. 4216-17. - 

COUPLERS— • ' 

Question re fitting of automatic centre buffer —-to rolling stock on 

Railways. 3313. " 

COURSES OF STUDIES— 

Question re differences in the-in the Schools in Delhi and Simla. 

4296-97. 

COURT-FEE (S)— 

Question re — 

Amount of —— levied in the case of income-tax appeals. 3550-51. 

Refund of - where appeals are allowed by the Assistant Com¬ 

missioner of Income-tax. 3551. 

COURTENAY, MR. R. H.— 

Oath of Office. 2969. 

COUSINS, DR. JAMES H.— 

Question re opinion of - regarding New Delhi and its buildings, 

, etc. 3374-75. 

COVENANTED SUBORDINATES— 

Question re extension of the Lee Concessions to -in Railways. 

3903-04. 

COWS— 

Question re rearing of-and bulls in Military dairy farms. 3386. 

CRAWFORD, COLONEL J. D.— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to pass. 4596-97. 

Election of - to the panel for the Standing Committee for the 

Department of Education,. Health and Lands. 3154. 

Question re exclusion of Europeans from the' non-Muhammadan 
electorates in Bengal for the Council of State. 4565. 

Resolution re — 

Censorship of Cinematograph Films. 4372. 

Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian Army. 
3486-89, 4265-66. 

CRERAR, THE HONOURABLE MR. J.— 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 3369. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Second Appeals) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3343, 3365-67. 
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CRERAB, THE HONOURABLE MR. J.—contd. 

Criminal La;w Amendment Bill— 

Motioh for leave to introduce. 3337. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3924-27, 3932, 3967. 
Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 4325. 

Motion, to extend the time for the presentation of the Seleet Com- 
.. mittee’s Report. 4182. 

■ Motion to' consider. 4459-60. 

Consideration of clause 2. 4497, 4500-01, 4505, 4511, 4512, 4519. 
Consideration of elause 3. 4582-83, 4587. 

Consideration of clause 1. 4593-94. 

Motion to pass. 4596, 4610-11. 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3230-37, 3238, 3242-45. 

Consideration of clause 2. 3251, 3253, 3257-58. 

Consideration of clause 3. 3266. 

Motion to pass. 3268. 

Discussion re answering of questions in the vernacular. 3979. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 4416-17. 

Indian Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3094. 

Motion to pass. 3094. 

Indian Divorce (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3342-43. 

Motion to pass. 3343. 

Indian Divorce (Second Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider as passed by the Council of State. 4616. 
Motion to pass. 4616. 

Indian Succession (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4352. 

Motion to pass. 4353. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Advisory Publicity Com¬ 
mittee. 3083. 

Motion rc privileges and status of Members of the Legislative As¬ 
sembly. 4665, 4667-68. 

Oath of Office. 2969. 

Presidency-towns Insolvency (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4353-54. 

Motion to pass. 4354. 

Resolution rc censorship of Cinematograph Films. 4359-63. 4629. 
'Volunteer Police Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3371-72. 

Motion to withdraw. 4178-79, 



74 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


CREW— 

Question re recruitment of Indian -, Indian deck and engineer 

officers and other ratings for the proposed Royal Indian Navy. 
3861-62. 

(CREWMAN (MEN)— 

. Question re — • 

Alleged insolence of a - of the East Indian Railway. 3412. 

Alleged misconduct of a - of the East Indian Railway. 3374 . 

Employment of the staff of the late Oudh and Rohilkkand Railway 
as-. 4539. 

•CREW SYSTEM— 

Question re — 

Experimental-on the East Indian Railway. 2969-71. . 

Introduction of the - on Indian Railways. 3314. 

■CRIME (S)— 

Question re prevention of serious --in New Delhi. 3119. 

. CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL— - 

See under “ Bill(s) 

CRIMINAL LAW REPEALING AND AMENDING BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s) ”. 

CROFTON, MR. R. M.— ' ‘ " 

Oath of Office. 2969. 

CURRENCY— '• 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ -39,77. 

CURRENCY NOTES— 

Question re — 

Refunds on mismatched or otherwise defective -. 4317. . 

Search for missing — ; — by the Currency Office. 4316-17. 
CURRENCY OFFICE (S)— 

Question re — 

Grant of increments to the employees of -— with more than ten 

years’ service. 3441. * 

Provident Fund for the staff of the-. 3441-42. 

Search for missing currency notes by the --. 4316-17. 

CUSTOMS DUTY(IES)— 

Question re — 

Enhanced - levied on Indian goods in Turkey. 3225-26. 

Remission of - on scientific instruments and chemicals im* 

ported for the use of educational institutions. 4636. 

CUSTOMS OFFICIALS— 

.Question re .examination of the luggage of lady passengers by the - ~ 

.at Yeramgam. 3376. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


75 


UUTTACK DISTRICT— 

Question re provision of tlie railway embankments in the - with 

proper bridges, culverts and sluices. 3537-38. 

D 

DACCA, NAWAB BAHADUR OF— 

Question re loan to the-. 3524-25. 

“ DAILY NEWS ”, LONDON— 

Question re -coal Mission Report. 3152. 

DAIRY—IES)— 

Question re products of military -. 3386. 

DAIRY FARMS— 

Question re rearing of cows and bulls in military-. 3386. 

DAKHAN, MR. W. M. P. GHULAM KADIR KHAN— 

Election of -to the panel for the Advisory Publicity Committee. 

3556. 

Election of-to the panel of the Standing Committee to advise on 

subjects in the Department of Commerce. 3327. , 

DALAL, MR. A. R — 

• Discussion re answering of questions in the vernacular. 3980. 

Indian Emigration (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 4004. 

Motion to consider. 4355-56. 

Consideration of clause 2. 4355-57, 4358-59. 

Motion to pass. 4359. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3095. 

Motion to pass. 3097. 

Motion for Adjournment re appointment of an adequate number 
of Indian representatives on the Royal Commission to consider the 
federation of Kenya and other East and Central African Colonies. 
3101. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee for 
the Department of Education, Health and Lands. 3090. 

Oath of office. 2969. 

Resolution re draft Convention and Recommendation of the Inter¬ 
national Labour Conference regai-ding inspection of emigrants on 
board ship, etc. 3995-98, 3999, 4001. 4002-03. 

DARBARS— 

Question rc precedence of a member of the Legislative Assembly in-. 

3302. 

DAS. DR. AND MRS.- TARAKNATII— 

Question re return to India of -. 3280, 

DAS, MR. B.— 

Aden Civil and Criminal Justice (nigh Court Jurisdiction Amend¬ 
ment) Bill— 

Motion to consider as passed by the Council of State. 4614. 
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DAS, MR. B.— contd. 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4478-80. 

Consideration of clause 2. 4508-09. 

- I ' « 

Election of- to the panel for the Standing Committee to advise 

on subjects in the Department of Commerce. 3327. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Consideration of clause 7. 3844. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 4424, 4427. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3168, -3169-71. 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4065, 4066, 4072, 4098. 

Motion to pass. 4117-18. 

Motion for Adjournment re serious- situation in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway workshops at Kharagpur. 4392-94. 

Motion re privileges and status of Members of the Legislative As¬ 
sembly. 4666-67, 4669. 

Question re — 

Appointment of engineers for the training of rivers. 3602. 

Appointment of expert Committees by Provincial Governments to 
enquire into the causes of floods. '3601-02. 

Arrest of Sardar Diwan Singh, Editor of the Biyasat of Delhi. 
3702. 

Circulation of the questionnaire of the Royal Agricultural Commis¬ 
sion to members of the Indian Legislature. 3626-27. 

Construction of railway wagons and underframes. 4559-60. 

Defective construction of the Council Chamber ati New Delhi. 
2971. 

Delegation of control of the Central Services to the Government of 
India. 3598. 

Enquiry by the Royal Agricultural Commission into the causes of 
floods and distress caused thereby. 3539. 

Enquiry into tlm locomotive industry. 4559. 

Extradition proceedings against Sardar Diwan Singh, Editor of the 
Biyasat of Delhi. 3702-03. 

Grant of concessions to the Swedish Match Combine. 3804. 

Manufacture of locomotives in the Bombay, Baroda, and Central 
India Railway workshop at Ajmer- 4560, 

Permanent appointment of the Tariff Board. 3627. 

Prevention of floods. 3598-3601. 

Provision of the Railway embankments in the Cuttack District with 
proper bridges, culverts and sluices. 3537-38. 
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DAS, MR. B .—contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Purchase of locomotives in the years 1920-21 and 1927-28. 4560. 

Railway embankments and floods in Gujarat and Orissa. 3537. 
Recruitment to new Provincial Services. 3597. 

Safety of the ceiling of the Assembly Chamber at New Delhi. 2972. 

Selection of candidates for permanent commissions in the Indian 
- Medical Service. 3804-06. 

Speech of Sir Edward Grigg in the Legislative Council of Kenya. 

. 4526. 

Statistics relating to length of waterways provided on each Rail¬ 
way. 3538. 

The term of office of a member of the Tariff Board. 3627-28. 

Timely warnings given by the Meteorological Department regard¬ 
ing the heavy rainfall in Gujarat and Orissa in July last. 4560-61. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Cancellation of the passport granted to Mr. Saldatwala. /M.P|. 
4533. 

Cases dealt with by the Railway Rates Advisory Tribunal. 2998. 
Coastal service maintained by the British India Steam Navigation 
Company between Bombay and Karachi. 2986. 

Devastation caused by recent fl.oods in India. 3625, 3626. 
Dividends paid by Indian cotton mills in Bombay from 1905 to 
1926. 3153. 

Exemption from income-tax of the income from the Ahmedabad 
Mills Tilalc Swaraj Fund used for charitable educational pur¬ 
poses. 4219. 

Expulsion of Hindus from the North-West Frontier tribal territory. 
3002. 

Indian representation on the East African Royal Commission. 
4646. 

Inquiry into the administration of the Imperial Library, Calcutta. 
3525. 

Loan to the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. 3524. 

Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India 4545, 4547. 

Opening by the Bengal Nagpur Railway of a booking office in the 
town of Puri. . 2997. 

Proscription of Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India 4656. 
Protection of the tanning and shoe manufacturing industries. 391S. 
Recruitment of Indian crew, Indian deck and engineer officers and 
other ratings for the proposed Royal Indian Navy. 3S61. 
Refusal of the Swedish Match Company to furnish details of their 
works cost to the Tariff Board. 29S4. 

Report regarding the working of the convention for the separation 
of Railway from General Finances. 3534. 3535. ’ 
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DAS, MR. B.— concld. 

Question (Supplementary) re — contd. 

Retrenchment by the Bengal Nagpur Railway of workmen employed 1 
in the workshops at Kharagpur. 4047. 

Riots at Nagpur. 4569. 

Selection of candidates for permanent commissions in the Indian- 
Medical Service. 3799. 

The proposed India House, London. 3794. 

Undesirable advertisements in the time table of the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway. 4556. 

Resolution re — 

Censorship of cinematograph films. 4377. 

Indianisation of half the eadre of officers of the Indian Army:. 
4247, 4251. 

Pensions of the employees of the Telegraph Department. 4662. 

DAS, PANDIT NILKANTIIA— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Consideration of clause 2. 4495-96, 4507-08, 4509-10. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Consideration of clause 7. 3840. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 4037-41. 

Motion for Adjournment re appointment of an adequate number of 
Indian representatives on the Royal Commission to consider the 
federation of Kenya and other East and Central African Colonies. 
3108. 

Question re — 

Alleged organised conspiracy of Muhammadans to murder Hindus. 
4201. 

Cases of assault by superior officers on workers and labourers in 
the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 4200. 

Department of Industries and Labour and the Public Works Depart¬ 
ment. 4201. 

Expenditure on the Bengal Nagpur Railway for superior and sub¬ 
ordinate supervising staffs. 4200. 

Repair of breaches of the, line on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 
4197. 

i 

Retrenchment on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 4197-99. 

Retrenchment on the Bengal Nagpur Railway consequent on the- 
introduction of Addressograph and Graphotype and Accounting- 
machines. 4199-4200. 

Retrenchment on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway,,consequent on the- 
introduction of punching and the disc system. 4199. 

Undesirable advertisements in the time table of the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway. 4555-56. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Workmen of the Eastern Bengal Railway and membership of Labour 
Unions. 3000. 
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DAS, THE HONOURABLE MR. S. R.— 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3559. 

DEAD LETTER OFFICE (S) — 

Question re revision of the time test of ——. 4323. 

DEATH (S)— 

Question re — 

-- of Baku Dinesh Chandra Baunerjee, Sub-Postmaster, Borjuli, 

in the Lower Assam Division. 3443-44. 

-of . Babu Upendra Nath Bose, Sub-Postmaster, Barduar, 

Assam. 3444-45. 

—— of Mr. Ambika Prasad Sinha, M.L.A. 3031. 

- of two Sub-Postmasters owing to not being relieved when ill. 

3445-46. 

Number of - of postal employees for the last ten years in the 

specially unhealthy localities in the various Postal Circles and in 
the cities of Bombay, Madras and Calcutta. 3442. 

DEATH RATE— 

Question re high - among postal officials in the Jalpaiguri Postal 

Division. 4321. 

DECK CREWS— 

■ Question ?•<? unemployment among Indian-, 3863-64. 

DECK OFFICERS— 

Question re — 

Arrangements for a training ship for giving preliminary training 

to-to be recruited for the proposed Royal Indian Navy. 

3860. 

Recruitment of Indian crew, Indian -, engineer officers and 

other ratings for the proposed Royal Indian Navy. 3861-62. 

DECK PASSENGER (S)— 

Question re grievances of-on steamers of the British India Steam 

Navigation Company. 3124-25. 

DECK PASSENGERS’ COMMITTEE— 

Question rc action taken on the recommendations of the-. 3865. 

DEFENCE OF INDIA— 

Question re -. 3931-82. 

BEHRA DUN— 

Question re — 

Division of the staff of the X-Ray Institute at - into Indian 

and non-Indian. 3209. 

Expenditure on the Imperial X-Ray Institute at-for the years 

1920-1926. 320G. 

Income of the Imperial X-Ray Institute at -for the years 1920r 

1926. 3206. 

Leave allowed to members of the Indian staff of the Imperial X-Rav 
Institute at -. 3207-08- 


80 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


DEHRA DUN— coiJtd. 

Question re — contd. 

Number of employees of the X-Ray Institute at- drawing more 

than R-s. 200 a month. 3208. 

Private practice allowed to officers of the Imperial X-Ray Institute 
at -. 3206. . 

Scale of fees charged at the X-Ray Institute at-. 3209. 

Stoppage of the recruitment of Hindus to the ministerial' or techni¬ 
cal establishment of the Forest Research Institute at-. 4529- 

30. 

Students from Bihar and Orissa in the Royal Indian Military Col¬ 
lege, -. 3022. 

Teaching of Hindi at the Royal Military College,-. 3711. 

DELHI— 

Question re — 

Admission of students who have passed the High School examina¬ 
tion in-to the Government College, Ajmer. 3710. 

Alleged. Muhammadan fanaticism in - and fthe North-West' 

* Frontier Province. 3504-05. ' 

Alleged vilification of Hindus and Arya Samajists by Hasan 
Nizami of -. 3505. 

Amount of expenditure required for the location of the Railway 
Clearing House at-and Lucknow, respectively. 4539. ■ 

Arrest of Sardar Dhvan Singh, Editor of the Biyasat of -* . 
3702. 

Charges to patients and their relatives by the Lady Hardinge 
Hospital, -. 4213-14. 

Difference in the courses of studies in the schools in -- and 

Simla. 4296-97. 

Discontent among the Muslim employees of the Government of 
India Press, -. 4212. 

Establishment of a Central Art Institute at-- 3631. 

Exhibition of the Film entitled the “ Moon of Israel ’ in -. 

3309-10. 

Extradition proceedings against Sardar Diwan SirigE,’Editor of the 
Biyasat of-. 3702-03. 

Grant of allowances to the officers and clerks of the Telegraph Office, 1 
Simla, moving with the Government of India between. Simla and 
-. 4238-39. 

Hire or purchase of buildings at - for the Railway Clearing 

nouse Office. 4183. 

Holding of the Autumn Session of the Central Legislature in -. 

2994-95. 

Liquidation of the Indraparastha Stores, -’’ 4293. 

Opening of the booking office at-of the metre gauge section of 

the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway., 3504. • 

Opening of the new station near Ajmer Gate, ——. 3736. 

Purchase and sale of machines by the Government of India Presses 
m Calcutta, - and Simla. 4574. 
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DELHI— contd. 

Question re — conid. 

Qualifications, length of service, pay, etc., of each member of the 

clerical establishment of the Government of India Press. -. 

4211-12. 

Sale of waste paper by the Government of India Presses at Calcutta, 
-and Simla. 4574. 

Strength of Muhammadan Police Officers in the North-West 

Frontier Province, the Punjab, - Ajmer-Merwara and the 

United Provinces. 3507-08. 

Transfer of the Railway Clearing House Office to -. 4183, 

4536. 

Unfounded allegations made by Hasan Nizami against the Arya 
Samajists of -. 3505-06. 

DELHI CONFERENCE— 

Question re recommendations of the - regarding joint electorates. 

3198-99. 

DELHI JUNCTION— 

Question re allowing of doolies on the various platforms at-. 3709, 

DELHI PROVINCE— 

Question re grievances of the income-tax assessees in the-. 3438. 

DELHI RAILWAY STATION— 

Question re contractor for porters at the-. 3316. 

DELHI-SIMLA— 

Question re resumption of the direct telegraph line from - to 

Lucknow during the legislative session. 3621-22. 

DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS— 

- in respect of “ Civil Works ”. 3977-78, 3993-95. 

-in respect of " Currency ”. 3977. 

—.- in respect of “ Emigration—External 39m. 

—— 'in-respcet of^^Salt ”. 3976-77. 

DEMOBILISATION— 

Question re --without gratuity or compensation oUlndian temporary 

' Indian Medical Service Officers in 1926. 3874-75. 

DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATIONS— 

Question re— 

Grant of permission to assistants of Attached Offices to appem? at 
___ for promotion as Secretariat Assistants. 4193. 

Number of chances given to Income-tax officers and assistant Income- 
tax officers in the Punjab to pass the-. 3G13-14. 

Number of Income-tax officers confirmed in their appointments 
before passing the -. 3614-15. 

DEPARTMENT OF COfllMERCE— 

Election of members to the panel for_tbe Standing Committee to 

advise on subjects in the-. 3327. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee on 
the -. 3083-90. * . 


L105LA 
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, HEADTH AND LANDS— 

Election of members to the panel for the Standing Committee for the 
-. 3154-55. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Comibittee for the 
-. 3090. 

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIES AND LABOUR— 

Election of members to the panel for the Standing Committee to 

advise on subjects in the -. 3327. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of 

the -. 3071-82. 

DEPRESSED CLASSES— 

Question re — 

Exclusion of the --from the Police Force. 4305-06. 

Number of the-in each British Province. 4305. 

Number of the-employed in the Police Force in each Province. 

4305. 

DEPUTATION ALLOWANCES— 

Question re counting towards pension of the - drawn by Mr. 

Bhagwan Das Suri. 3902. 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT CONTROLLERS OF MILITARY ACCOUNTS— 

- Question re retirement after 25 years* service of-Accountants and 

clerks. 3713. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY,- EXPLORA¬ 
TION BRANCH— 


Question re 


4640. 


DEPUTY POSTMASTERS GENERAL— 

Question re — 

-in the Province of Bihar and Orissa. 3421. 

Maximum period of employment - of an officer as 
3004. 


Period of employment of Mr.-Naubat Eai • in the Punjab-'*' 

Personal Assistant and-." 3004 '—'—' 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT OF ^rSL ATI VE ASSEMBLY- 


of- a circle. 
'dlcT as • 


^.SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE- 

igant OS promotion of --. 3734-35. 

mla, n 



>the Government Servants’ Gonduct‘Rules’ 




Z“ i of 


3693, 3734. 

of release of Bengal • State prisoners- 'and — 
j^Ujut Jyotish Chandra Ghosh, a Bengal' — 

anion gst t*he Bengal State prisoners and -- 

political - suffering from-tuberculosis. 3546-47. 


4526- 

•3140- 
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DETENU (S) —contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Periods of detention of the Bengal-under the Bengal Cri mina l 

Law Amendment Act. 3324. 

Refusal of permission to Mr. Ram Narayan Singh, M.L.A., to visit 
the- in the Hazarzbagh Jail. 3809-10. 

Removal of State prisoners and - in Burma to the Mary's 

School Buildings at Mandalay. 4228-29. 

Speech delivered by Earl Winterton in the House of Commons re¬ 
garding the Bengal -. 3144-46. 

Transfer of Bengal State prisoners and-to jails outside Bengal. 

4527. 

DEVOLUTION RULE 15- 

Question re amendment of-. 3802. I 

DHANBAD— 

Question re number of students in the Mining College at-• 4639. 

DHOOM STATION— 

Question rc bungalow at - on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3137- 

38. 

DIGHA GHAT— 

Question re booking of motor cars and live stock from -, Bengal 

and North-Western Railway, across the river, during the rains. 
4051. f 

DINAPORE— ^ ’ , 

Question re — 

Discharge of Mr. Nasiruddin Ahmed, eai-Head Establishment clerk 

of the combined offices of Gaya and -, East Indian Railway. 

3311-12. 

'Renting of private bungalows at- by the.East Indian Railway 

for their non-Indian employees. 3693-94. 

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS— 

Question re — 

Additional expenditure incurred by the move of the Wireless Branch 
of the office of the-to Simla. 3915-16. 

Allotment of a “ C ” class quarter in Simla to the Head Assistant 
of the Wireless Branch of the office of the-. 3915. 

Representation of Muslims in the office of the -. 4209-10. 

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE INDTA STORES DEPARTMENT, 
LONDON— 

Question rc tenders for paints, zinc, lead, etc., called for by the-. 

3023. 

DIRECTOR OF AUDIT, UNITED PROVINCES— 

Question rc collection of compulsory subscriptions from the subordinate 
staff for a farewell party to Mr. H. B. Rau,-. 3126. 
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DIRECTOR OP PUBLIC INFORMATION— 

Question re issue of instructions to tie — to fill future vacancies in 
his office by Musalmans. 4217-18. 

DIRECTOR OP WAGON INTERCHANGE— 

Question re reports of the-. 2972-73. 

DISBANDMENT— 

Question re -of the special eompany of Mahratta Brahmins raised 

during the Great War. 3278. 

DISCHARGE— 

Question re of Jai Chand Sub-Way Inspector, North-Western 

Railway. 3902-03. 

DISCONTENT— 

Question re— 

-among senior officials in the Postal Department. 3596. 

- among the railway station staff at Khandwa. 3711-12. 

DISC SYSTEM— 

Question rc retrenchment on the Bengal Nagpur Railway consequent 
on the introduction of punching and the -. 4199. 

DISMISSAL (S) — 

Question re— 

Appeals against - of employees of the Assam Bengal Railway. 

3138. 

- of Mr. Harihar Prasad Shaw, a postal official. 3727-28. 

Memorial of Mr. Harihar Prasad Shaw, a postal official in regard to 
his-. 3729. 

DISTRICT BOARD OP HAZARIBAGH— 

Question re contributions made by the - towards the cost of the 

construction of the Joint Railway and District Board Bridge over 
the Konar River. 4316. 

DISTRICT CONTROLLERS ’ OFFICES OF MILITARY ACCOUNTS— 

Question re abolition as separate units of the-at Mliow, Peshawar, 

Bangalore and Calcutta. 3712. . 

DISTRICT MEDICAL OFFICER, ASANSOL— 

Question re the -. 3801. 

DISTRICT MEDICAL OFFICERS— 

Question re -- on the different Railways. 3792. 

DISTRICT TRAFFIC SUPERINTENDENT(S)— 

Question re—• 

Lengths of jurisdiction of - and Executive Engineers on the 

Assam Bengal, East Indian. Eastern Bengal and North-Western 
Railways. 3511. 

Promotion of Indians-in the Traffic Branch of the North-Western 
Railway to thcrpbst of-. 3388-89, 3399. 

DIVIDEND (S)_ 

Question re - paid by Indian Cotron Mills in Bombay from 1905- 

1926. 3152-53. 
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DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS— 

Question re appointment o£ Muslims as - in the office of the Ac¬ 

countant General, Railways. 4524-25. 

DIVISIONAL OFFICERS, NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY— 

Question re Hindu and Muslim clerks in the Personnel Branches of 
-. 4226. 

DIVISIONAL SCHEME— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a Committee to study the results of the “ Tran¬ 
sportation ” working of the -—■— on the North-Western Railway. 
3389, 3399-3400. 

Discontent among railway officers consequent on the introduction 
of the -. 3983. 

Employment of Engineers to fill posts held by Traffic Officers con¬ 
sequent on the introduction of the-4 Q n State Railways. 3389- 

90, 3400. 

Primary delays to trains consequent on the introduction of the - 

on State Railways. 3388, 3399. 

DIVISIONAL SUPERINTENDENT, HOWRAH— 

Question re selection of Mr. Rutherford for the appointment of -, 

East Indian Railway. 4633, 4634. 

DIWAN SINGH SARDAR— 

Question re — 

Arrest of-, Editor of the Riyasat of Delhi. 3702. 

Extradition proceedings against ——, Editor of the Riyasat of 
Delhi. 3702-03, 4297. 

DOMINIONS, SELF-GOVERNING— 

Question re expenditure incurred by the - on naval establishment. 

4556. 

f 

DONOVAN, MR. J. T.— 

Resolution re improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 3466- 

68 . 

DOOARS— 

Question re alleviation of the distress and suffering of postal officials 
employed in the-and the Terai. 4322-23. 

DOOLIES— 

Question re allowing of-on the various platforms at Delhi Junc¬ 

tion. 3709. 

DRAULI— 

Question re proposed branch line of Bengal and North-Western Rail¬ 
way between Maharajgunj and -. 4058. 

DRAWING— 

Question re training of Indians in-in the Jamalpur Workshops. 

312 9. 
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DRIVER (S)— 

Question re — 

Indian guards and - employed on the main line of the Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway. 3017. 

Number of Indian guards and-on passenger trains on the main 

line of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 4050. 

“ DUFFERIN ”— 

Question re publication of the prospectus for the training'ship -. 

3734. 

DITTT, MR. AMAR NATH— 

Code of Civil Procedure (Second Appeals) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3363-64. 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4484-87. 

Consideration of clause 2. 4496, 4506-07, 4508. 

Consideration of clause 3. 4586-87. 

Motion to pass. 4600. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 4454-55. . 

Question re — 

Abolition of the examination system for recruitment to the Govern¬ 
ment of India Secretariat and Attached Offices. 4189. 

Abolition of the lower division scale in the office of the Accountant 
General, Posts .and Telegraphs. 3639-40. 

Admission of non-railway patients into the, Burlington Hospital 
at Asansol. 3801. 

Aggregate tonnage of coal consumed by the major Indian Railways. 
3799. 

Allegations against Babu Mohini Mohan Laliiri, Superintendent, 
Railway Mail Service, S. Division. 3646-47. 

Alleged assaults on postal employees. 3643-44. 

Alleged use of a time-expired pass by the Superintendent, Railway 
Mail Service, T. Division, for his journey from Madras to Trichi- 
nopoly. 4189-90. ... 

Alleviation of the distress and suffering of postal officials employed 
in the Dooars and the Terai. 4322-23. 

Amount of capital outlay made by the proposed railway colliery in 
the Talchur field and in Religari-dari. 3800. 

Appointment of relations of retired postal officials in the Postal 
Department. 3643. 

Appointment of Venkata Swamy, postal mail overseer, Nellore, Divi¬ 
sion, as a mail guard in the Railway Mail Service, Triehinopoly. 
4190-91. 

Appointment to the first division of the Government of India Sec¬ 
retariat of candidates successful at 1920 and 1922 examinations. 
4571-72. 
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DTJTT, MR. AMAH NATH— contd. 

Question rc — ronid. 

Average price per ton of coal purchased for the Railways for each 
year from 3906-07 to 1926-27. 3800-01. 

Bars in the time scale of pay of postal employees. 3642. 

Coal suitable for use on the major Indian Railways. 3799. 

Constitution of the different committees of the Council of the Sec¬ 
retary of State for India. 3801. 

■Construction by the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway of 
special engines to suit the consumption of second class coal. 3800. 

Discharge of Babu Kali Das Mnkharji, assistant station master of 
Kunri, East Indian Railway. 3923-22. 

Electrification of Railways. 3800. 

Entertainment of unpassed girl clerks in the Army Headquarters 
Offices. 4186. 

Examination of reserve clerks in the Post Offices. 3644-46. 

Experimental crew system on the East Indian Railway. 2969-71. 

Grant of house rent allowances to the clerical staff of the Army Head¬ 
quarters. 4186-87. 

Grant of leave on medical certificates to non-gazetted Government 
servants. 3636-37. 

Grant of leave on medical certificate to the employees of the Rail¬ 
way Mail Service, T. Division, Ti’ichinopoly. 3637. 

Grant of non-entitled or indulgence passages to civilian clerks of the 
Army Department and Army Headquarters having an Indian 
domicile. 4187. 

High death rate among postal officials in the Jalpaiguri Postal Divi¬ 
sion. 4321. 

Increase of the leave reserve for the Jalpaiguri Postal Division. 
4322. 

Inspection of Post Offices by Audit Officers. 3648-49. 

Jolting of carriages on the Tarakeshwar Line. 3921. 

Leave reserve for the clerical establishment of the Army Head¬ 
quarters. 4187-S8. 

Medical certificate of Mr. Radhakrishna Naidu, an employee of the 
Railway Mail Service, T. Division, Trichinopoly. 3638. 

Medical certificate of Mr. T. V. Nandagopal Naidu, an employee of 
the Railway Mail Service, T. Division, Trichinopoly. 3638. 

Pav of graduates and under-graduates in the Post Office. 4570- 
71. 

Pay of telegraph masters, telegraphists and certain classes of postal 
officials. 3640-42. 

Proper representation of the Banik community of Bengal in the 
Services. 3023. 

Resolution No. 90, passed at the 7tli session of the All-India Postal 
and R. M. S. Conference held at Nagpur. 4571. 

Retention of excess clerks in the offices of Superintendents of Post 
Offices and the Railway Mail Service. 4190. 
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DUTT, MR. AMAR NATH— condd. 

Question re — conoid. 

Retention of the office of the Master General of Supply in Simla 
during the winter. 4188-89. 

Retransfer to the Railway Mail Service, S. Division, of Babu 
Kasiswar Lall, etc. 3646-47. 

Revised pension rules. 3642. 

Safeguarding of the lives of postal officials employed-in the JalpaL 
guri Postal Division. 4321-22. 

Separate compartments for European and Anglo-Indian and Indian 
clerks in the special train running between Summer Hill and the 
Simla Goods Shed. 4188. 

Special bag despatched by the Superintendent, Railway Mail Service, 
T. Division, to Mr. Aslam, Superintendent of Post Offices, Madura 
Division. 3638-39. 

The District Medical Officer, Asansol. 3801. 

Use of coal raised in the colliery of one State Railway by other rail¬ 
ways. 3800. 

Question (Supplementary) re alleged Muhammadan fanaticism in 
Delhi and the North-West Frontier Province. 3505. 

DUTTA, MR. SRISH CHANDRA— 

Question re — 

Accident on the Assam Bengal Railway between Barleklia and Latu 
stations. 3511-12. 

Assam Bengal Railway Station at Sylhet Ghat. 4301. 

Case of Mr. Harihar Prasad. 4323. 

* > Construction of the Habibganj Shaisthaganj Branch line of the 

' Assam Bengal Railway. 4302. 

Fencing of the lines on the Katakhal-Lalabazar Railway and the 
Sylliet-Kulaura Branch of the Assam Bengal Railway. 4302. 
Grant of King’s Commissions to Indians in the Indian Army Vete¬ 
rinary Corps. 3428. 

Inconveniences of higher class passengers on the Assam Bengal Rail¬ 
way. 3512. 

, Inordinate delay in the appeals of postal employees. 4324. 

Lengths of jurisdiction of District Traffic Superintendents and Execu¬ 
tive Engineers on the Assam Bengal, East Indian, Eastern Bengal 
and North-Western Railways. 3511. 

Night duty in the Munshigunj Post Office. 4323. 

Revision of the time test of Dead Letter Offices. 4323. 

Situation and condition of the Bow Bazar Post Office building. 4624- 
25. 

Sorting work in the Amherst Street Bow Bazar and Beadon Street 
Po c t Offices. 4324. 

Ti eatment of his staff by the Superintendent of Post Offices, Hooglily 
. Division. 4323. 
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DUTY CIES)— 

Question re — 

-on steel bars of lj8 in. thickness. 4563-66. 

- realised on sugar under the Indian Tariff (Amendment) Act, 

1925, from 1st June 1925 to the 30th March 1927. 3503. • 

Export-on hides and skins. 3917-18. 

Levy of a protection-on paper. 3319. 

Protective - on imported paper. 3319. 

Short levy of import- at Bombay. 3320. 

DUTY ALLOWANCE (S) — 

Question re -of Personal Assistants to Postmasters General 

3421. 

E 

EARL WINTERTON— 

Question re speech delivered by-- in the House of Commons regard¬ 

ing the Bengal detenus. 3144-46. 

EAST AFRICA— 

Question re appointment of Indians to the special commission to in- 

cpiire into the question of the Federation of - and Central 

Africa. 3411. 

EAST AFRICAN ROYAL COMMISSION— 

Question re Indian representation on the -. 4646-47. 

EAST AND CENTRAL AFRICAN COLONIES— 

Motion for Adjournment re appointment o£ an adequate number of 
Indian representatives on the Royal Commission to consider the 

federation of Kenya and other -. 3097-3115. 

Motion for Adjournment re representation of Indians on the Royal 

Commission to consider the federation of Kenya and other -. 

3026-31. 

EAST AND CENTRAL AFRICAN STATES— 

Question re federation of the - and mandated territories. 3622- 

23. 

EAST COAST SECTION (BENGAL NAGPUR RAILWAY)— 

Question re resumption of through running in the -. 4459. 

EASTERN BENGAL— 

Question re present position of railway projects in -. 3634-35. 

EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY— 

See under “ Railway (fe) ”, 

EAST INDIAN RAILWAY— 

Sec under “ Railway (s) 

ECONOMIC ENQUIRY COMMITTEE— 

Question re, -recommendations of the --. 3308-09, 3323. 

EDINBURGH— 

Question re action taken against Indians by the restaurant proprietors 
of-. 3201. 

Colour bar against Indians in -. 3122-2.3. 

. Social boycott of Indian students in -. 3309. 
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EDUCATION— 

Question re — 

Development of primary - among Muhammadans in Ajmer- 

Merwara. 4189. 

- of the children of Indian employees of Railways. 3310. 

—— of the children of railway employees. 3708-09.. 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT— 

Question re issue of instructions by the - regarding the supply of 

information to the Press. 3982. 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, AJMER-MERWARA— 

Question re employment of more Muslims in the clerical cadre of 
the-. 3909-10. 

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES— 

Question re -for the children of railway employees. 3284. 

EDUCATIONAL GRANT— 

Question re - to the Bharati School Committee of the Hindus of 

Kohat for the construction of their High School. 3004-05. 

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS— 

Question re remission of customs duty on scientific instruments and 
chemicals imported for the use of -. 4636. 

EGYPT— 

Question re Airship service between England and India via --. 3322. 

ELECTIONS— 

Question re results of the last —-— to the Legislative Assembly. 3325. 

ELECTORATES— 

Question re exclusion of Europeans from the Non-Muhammadan- 

in Bengal for the Council of State. 4565. 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS— 

Question re inclusion of the expenditure on-and sanitary installa¬ 

tions in the capital cost of residential quarters for Government 
servants. 3883-84. 

ELECTRIC STREET LIGHTING— 

Question re -of the Sadar Bazar, Arnbala. 3008. 

ELECTRIC SWITCH BOARD— 

Question re removal of the main-in some “ D ” class quarters in . 

New Delhi inside the quarters. 4294. 

ELECTRIFICATION— 

Question re duty on steel work for the -of the Bombay, Baroda 

and Central India Railway and the Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
way. 3533. 

- ELECTRIFICATION OF RAILWAYS— 

. Question rc—. 3610, 3800. ■ , 
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EMIGRANTS— 

Resolution re draft convention and recommendation of the Interna¬ 
tional Labour Conference regarding the inspection of - on 

boardship, etc. 3995-4003. 

EMIGRATION—EXTERNAL 

Demand for Supplementary grant in respect of-. 3977. 

EMOLUMENTS— 

Question re service conditions and -of telephone operators in the 

Indian Postal and Telegraph Depax-tment. 3635. 

EMPIRE MARKETING BOARD— 

Question re benefit to India by the advertising campaign and other 
activities of the -. 3792-93. 

ENAMELS— 

Question re purchase of paints, varnishes and - of European 

manufacture by the North-Western Railway. 4231-32. 

ENGINE ER(S) — 

Question re — 

Appointment of —— for the training of rivers.’ 3603. 

Appointment of Indians as Railway civil-. 4196-97. 

Employment of -to fill posts held by- Traffic Officers consequent 

on the introduction of the Divisional Scheme on State Rail¬ 
ways. 3389-90, 3400. 

Temporary - in the Railway Department. 3513. 

Total number of civil -in the Railway Department. 4196. 

Travelling allowance of Indian apprentice - of the Bombay, 

Baroda and Central India Railway. 4195. 

ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF’S BRANCH— 

Question re employment in the-of a permanent non-Muslim clerk 

in the Punjab Government. 3912-13. 

ENGINEER OFFICERS— 

Question re — 

Recommendation of the Indian Mercantile Marine Committee re¬ 
garding the training of -. 3859. 

Recruitment of Indian crew, Indian deck and - and ratings for 

the pi'oposed Royal Indian Navy. 3861-62. 

ENGINEERING SERVICE— 

Question re discontinuance of the "Upper subordinate - on Stole 

. Railways. 3512-13. 

ENGINE (S)— 

Question re — 

Construction by the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway of 

special-to suit tlie consumption of second class coal. 3609-10. 

3800. 

Manxifacture of-at the workshops owned by the Bombay, Baro- 

da and Central India and Rajputann-Malwa Railways in Aimer. 
3896. 
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ENGINE ROOM CREWS— • 

Question re unemployment among Indian-. 3863-64. 

ENGLAND— 

Question re — -. 

Airsliip service between - and India via Egypt. 3322. 

Communication from the Board of Trade or other shipping inter¬ 
ests in-in connection with the Report of the Mercantile Marine 

Committee. 3858-59. - 

Recruitment in-of chargemen for State Railways. 3716-1S. 

ENGLISH MAIL— 

Question re conveyance of the- from Bombay to Calcutta by the 

Bengal Nagpur Railway. 3412. 

“ EP1G*RAPIIIA INDICA 

Question re editing of the-by the Government Epigraphist. * 3381. 

EPIGRAPHIC OFFICE— , , 

Question re establishment of an-in a central place in the British 

Karnatak. 3381. 

EPIGRAPHIST— 

Question re— 

Editing of the “ Epigraphica Indica ” by the Government -. 

3381. • ... 

Qualifications of the Government, etc. 3380. 

EUROPEAN (S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a-as Junior Inspector of Mines. 3289-90. 

Exclusion of-from the non-Muhammadan electorates in Bengal 

for the Council of State. 4565. 

Number of -—, Anglo-Indians, Biharis and Indians other than 

. Biharis employed in different Departments of the Government 
of India. 4205-06. 

Policv of segregation between-and Asiatics in Kenya. 3123- 

24.’ 

Provision of benches marked “ for ;- only ” at Meerut Canton- 

i ment station. 3709-10. 

Reservation of the bungalow at Mohenjodaro for-. 3807. 

Reservation of the rest house at Mandapam on the South Indian 
Railway for ——- and Americans. 3205-06. 

Short service commissions for - in the Indian Medical Service. 

3879-80. 

Sick leave pay of-and Indians on Railways. 3018. . 

Superior posts in the Port Trusts held by -, Anglo-Indians and 

Indians, etc. 3591. 

Tax on-and Asiatics in Kenva for educational purposes. 3279- 

80. 

EUROPEAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS— 

Question re retirement of-on proportionate pensions. 3143-44. 
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EVANS, SIR LAMING WORTHINGTON— 

Question re visit to India of-. Secretary of State Tor War. 3722- 

23. • 

EVENING TURN CLASS (ES)— 

Question re - in the Commerce Department. 4567. 

EXAMINATION fS)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the -system for recruitment to the Government of 

India Secretariat and attached offices. 4189. 

-. 4571-72. 

Appointment to the first division of Lie Government of India Sec- 

retariat of candidates successful at the 1920 and 1922 -. 4571- 

72. 

-for Inspectors of Post Officer. 4567. 

-of reserve clerks in the post offices. 3644-46. 

*■ Exemption of postal employees with. 20 years’ service from the 
-for promotion to selection grade appointments. 4565. 

Grant of permission to assistants of attached offices to appear at 
departmental-for promotion as Secretariat assistants. 4193. " 

Postal Accountant’s -. 4567. 

EXAMINATION AND STUDY LEAVE— 

See under “ Leave ”. 

EXAMINER OF ACCOUNTS— 

Question re -for the Assam Bengal Railway at Chittagong.- 3633. 

EXAMINER S— 

Question rc pay of Income-tax officers,-and inspectors in Bombay 

and the mofnssil. 3277. 

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER(S)— 

Question ?-e lengths of jurisdiction of District Traffic Superintendents 

and -on the Assam Bensxal. East Indian, Eastern Bengal and 

North-Western Railways. 3511. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS— 

Question re arrangement for a training ship for giving preliminary 

training to deck or - to bo recruited for the proposed Royal 

Indian Navy. 3S60. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER. PERMANENT WAY BRANCH. NORTH¬ 
WESTERN RAILWAY— 

Question re Muslim and Hindu clerks in the office of the-. 4226- 

27. 

EXILES— 

Question re return to India of Indian 


3665. 
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EXPENDITURE— 

Question re — 

Allocation of-between passenger and goods working. 3287. 

- incurred by the Bengal Nagpur Railway on superior officers 

and subordinate supervising staff. 4048-49. 

•- incurred by the Self-governing Dominions oh naval establisk- 

, ment. 4556. 

- iu new offices, barracks and houses for the Army. 3888-89. 

-on roads in the bazars, Ambala Cantonment. 3010-11. 

-on the Council House at New Delhi. 3316. 

- on the Imperial X-Ray Institute at Dehra Dun for the years 

1920-1926. 3206. 

Inclusion of the -on electrical and sanitary installations in the 

capital cost of residential quarters for Government servants. 
3883-84. 

VIethod adopted by railway companies in America showing --dis¬ 

tributed between passenger and goods working. 3313. 

Total - incurred in connection with the Gold Standard and .Re¬ 

serve Bank of India Bill. 4638-39. 

Unnecessary-on masonry buildings by the Assam Bengal Rail¬ 

way. 3135. 

EXPLOSIVES— 

Question re— 

Prohibition of the use of other than “ permitted - ” in coal 

mines. 3212. 

Regulation of the storage and handling of - on the surface. 

3209-10. 

EXPORT (S)— 

Question re decrease in the import of private merchandise and-- of 

Indian produce and manufactures. 3426. 

EXPORT DUTY— 

Question re - on hides and skins. 3917-18. 

EXTRA DEPARTMENTAL AGENTS— 

Question re — 

Extension of the Post Office Life Insurance scheme to the-- 

3596. 

Sanction of contingent allowances to the-. 3597. 

EXTRADITION PROCEEDINGS— 

Question re - against Sardar Diwan Singh, Editor of the Rvyasal 

of Delhi. 3702-03, 4297. 

EYE-SIGHT TESTS— 

Question rc - of gazetted officers, and subordinate staff of State 

Railways. 4528. 


Question rc hardships of pilgrims returning from the Gurukul Rangn 
(Ilardwar)-. 2977-78. 
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FANATICISM, MUHAMMADAN— 

Question re alleged-in Delhi and the North-West Frontier Pro¬ 

vince. 3504-05. 

FARE(S)— 

Question re reduction of third class —— on the Eastern Bengal Rail¬ 
way. 3555. 

FAREWELL PARTY— 

Question re collection of compulsory subscriptions from the subordi¬ 
nate staff for a-to Mr. II. B. Rau, Director of Audit, United 

Provinces. 3426. 

FARIDPUR DISTRICT— 

Question re shifting of Goalundo Ghat in the-, Bengal. 3554-55. 

FAROOKIII, MR. ABDUL LATIF SAHIB— 

Election of - to the panel for the Advisory Publicity Committee. 

3556. 

Election of - to the panel for the Standing Committee for the 

Department of Education, Health and Lands. 3155. 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4474-77, 4480. 

Motion to pass. <4610. 

Question re — 

Allegations against Mr. M. Govindan Nair, Officiating Head Clerk 
of the Nilgiri Division. 3433. 

Amount of fines recovered from Postal, Railway Mail Service and 
Telegraph employees. <3451-52. 

Case of Mr. A. Krislmier, postal clerk, Kotagiri. 3433. 

Changes in the personnel of the Sub-Postmasters and clerks in each 
of the Posh Offices located at Valparai. Attaliati and Clierambadi 
in the Nilgiri Division. 3448. 

Counting towards pension of service rendered by a person as a 
port light keeper on his transfer to the sea or coast light service. 
3026. 

Death of Babu Dinesh Chandra Bannerjee. Sub-Postmastei', Borjuli, 
in the Lower Assam Division. 3443-44. 

Death of Babu Upendra Nath Bose, Sub-Postmaster, Barduar, 
Assam. 3444-45. 

Death of two sub-postmasters owing to not being relieved when ill. 

3445- 46. 

Dismissal by telegram of a clerk above the first efficiency bar by 
Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. Smith, Superintendent of Post Offices, 
Nilgiri Division. 3431. 

Expansion of the Post Office building at Yalparai in the Madras 
. Circle, and construction of quarters for the clerks. 3448-49. 

Grant of compensatory allowances to postal employees of the clerical 
cadre stationed in unhealfhv localities in the Nilgiri Division 

3446- 47. 
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FAROOKHI, MR. ABDUL LATIF SAHIB— contd. 

•Question re — c.ontd.' 

Grant of compensatory allowances to postmen and the lower grade 
staff stationed in unhealthy localities in the Madras Circle. 3447. 

Grants to recreation clubs for postal and telegraph employees. 
3451. 

Increase of the postal staff in Howralu 3442-43. 

Inspection of Branch Post Offices by Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. 
Smith, Superintendent of Post Offices, Nilgiri DivisioM. 3429- 
30. 

Leave reserve clerks in the office of the Superintendent of Post 
Offices, Nilgiri Division. 3431. 

Local allowance of clerks of the Head Post Offices in Ootacamnnd, 
etc. 3447-48. 

Number of deaths of postal employees for the last ten yeai’S in the 
specially unhealthy localities in the various Postal Circles and in 
•the cities of Bombay, Madras and Calcutta. 3442. 

Pay of clerks of the Railway Mail Service in the mofussil and the 
city of Madras. 3021. 

Postal administration in the Nilgiri Division. • 3429. 

Promotion of Mr. A. Vernieux as officiating Deputy Postmaster Gen¬ 
eral, North-West Frontier Circle. 3446. 

Provision of free quarters for clerks of the Gudalpur Post Office xn 
the Nilgiri Division. 3449-50. 

Punishments inflicted on his subordinates by Lieutenant-Colonel 
W. A, Smith, Superintendent of Post Offices, Nilgiri Division. 
3430. 

Refund to Babu Ratiranjan Sen Gupta, a signaller of the Kharag¬ 
pur Combined Office, of rent charged for quarters not occupied 
by him. 3450-51. 

Revision of the pay of the Superintendents, Head Clerks and Inspec¬ 
tors of Post Offices. 3433-34. 

Strength, conditions of service, etc., of light house establishments 
in Bengal, Madras and Bombay. 3024-25. 

Transfer of Mr. N. Ramachandran, Honorary Secretary of the 
Coimbatore Branch of the All-India Postal and Railway Mail 
Service Union from Coimbatore West to Gudalur. 3432. 
Transfer of Mr. N. Venkataraman. acting clerk of the Coimbatore 
Head Post Office, to Pollaclii. 3432. 

Travelling allowance of Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. Smith, Super¬ 
intendent of Post Offices, Nilgiri Division. 3428-29. 

FAZL ELAHI— 

Question re arrest of one-in_ Bombay and his trial in the North- 

West Frontier Province. 3153. 

FEDERATION— 

Question re -of the East and Central African States and mandated 

territories. 3622-23. 
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PEE(S)— 

Question re — 

- charged by the Lady Irwin School lor girls in Simla. 3118- 

19. 

Scale of-charged at the X-Ray Institute al Delira Dun. 3209. 

FENCING— 

Question re — 

-of the lines on the Katakhal-Lalabazar Railway and the Sylhet- 

Kulaura Branch of the Assam Bengal Railway. 4302. 

Wire - of the railway line in the Jhansi-Manikpur section. 

8019. 

FIJI— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the poll-tax in-. 3434-3:1. 

Status of Indians in-. 3435. 

FIJI DEPUTATION— 

Question re publication of the Report of the-. 3421-22. 

FILM— 

Question re exhibition of the- entitled the “ Moon of Isi-acl ” in 

Delhi. 3309-10. 

FILM INDUSTRY— 

Question re the-in India. 3631. 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Adequate representation of Muslims in Departments and offices sub¬ 
ordinate to -the-. 4220-21. 

Long hours of work of assistants and clerks employed in the - 

and the Commerce Department of the Government of India Sec¬ 
retariat. 4240. 

FINE(S)— 

Question re amount of-recovered from postal. Railway Mail Ser¬ 

vice and Telegraph employees. 3451-52. 

FIRE(S)— 

Question re prevention and control of underground- in coal mines. 

3210, 3212. 

FIRE-ARMS— 

Question rc employment by Members of the Indian Legislature of re¬ 
tainers for their-. 4534-35. 

FTREMEN— 

Question rc number of lnscnrs and - shipped at each major port 

in India during the last three years. 3863. 

FIRST AND SECOND CLASS CARRIAGES— 

Question rr running of - with lavatories on trains between Meerut 

City and Klvur.ia Junction. 3414. 


L105LA 
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FIRST AND SECOND CLASS COMPARTMENTS— 

Question re — 

Reservation of - from Howrah to stations on the East Indian 

Railway. 3283. 

Reservation of - on the East. Indian Railway. 3312. 

FIRST DIVISION ASSISTANTS— 

Question re revision of the pav and prospects of- in Attached 

Offices. 4193-91. 

FITARIASIS— 

Question re removal of Mr. Satish Chandra Chakra.varty, a State 

prisoner, to Calcutta to undergo Ayurvedic treatment for-. 

4300-01. 

FLOODS— 

Motion re relief for sufferers from-in Gujarat, and parts of Orissa 

and Sind. 3031-36. 

Question re — 

Appointment of expert' Committees by Provincial Governmenls to 
enquire into the causes of-. 3601-02. 

Carriage free of charge by the Madras and Southern Maliratta 
Railway of clothes and other necessaries of life for the sufferers 
from-in Gujarat. 4195. 

Devastation caused by the recent --in India. 3624-26. 

Inquiry by the Royal Agricultural Commission into the causes of 
- and distress caused thereby. 3539. 

Prevention of -. 3598-3601. 

Railway embankments and -in Gujarat and Orissa. 3537. 

Telegrams relating to the-in Gujarat, Sind and Orissa. 3154. 

Reply from the Government of Bihar and Orissa to the message of 
sympathy sent by the Assembly for the people of Orissa who 
suffered from -. 3649. 

FOREIGN COUNTRY(IES)— 

Question re creation of scholarships for the studv of the sugar industry 
in-. 4057-58. 

FOREIGN MAIL(S)— 

Question re the Madras-special. 3414. 

FOREIGN MAIL DIVISION— 

Question re appointment in the selection grade of the Bombay General 
Post Office of the two Inspectors of the-. 3452-53. 

FOREIGN TRADE— 

Question re carriage of Government and railway stores coastwise and 
• in the-from and to an Indian port. 3865. 

FOREST RE SEAR Cn INSTITUTE— 

Question re stoppage of recruitment of Hindus to the ministerial or 
technical establishment of the-at Delira Dun. 4529-30. 
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FORT— 

Question re removal of tlie arsenal and-on the slopes of tlie Shwe- 

dagon Pagoda in Rangoon. 4573. 

“ FORWARD ”— 

Question re — 

Exclusion of tlie - from Burma. 3141-42. 

Proscription of-by the Government, of Burma. 3317. 

FOUNDER OF ISLAM— 

Question re promulgation of an Ordinance to stop scurrilous attacks 
on the -. 3508. 

FREE PASSAGES— 

Question re — 

Application of the orders regarding examination and study leave to 

England and-, etc., to temporary officers of the Indian Medical 

Service. 3881. 

Issue of - on the various State Railways. 3535. 

FREIGHT CHARGE (S)— 

Question re -- per ton of sugar from Bombay to Cawnpore and 

vice versa. 3386. 

FRONTIER— 

Question re Mohmand disturbances on the -. 3694-95. 

FUNDAMENTAL LEAVE RULES— 

Question re introduction of the -on the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 3018. 

FURLOUGH— 

Question re grant of - to the Indian employees of the Bombay, 

Baroda and Central India Railway. 3916-17. 

FURNITURE— 

Question re issue of extra - to residents of “ D ” class quarters in 

New Delhi. 4295-96. 

G 

GAIGER, .PR0FESS03L- 

Question re certain letters in the Veterinary Record by - and 

Colonel A. K. Walker. 4636-37. 

GANDAH— 

Question re abolition of tolls on the railway bridge over the rivei’-. 

4531-32. 

GANESH LAL— 

Question re decision of the Privy Council in the case of - vs. 

Khatra Mohan Mahapatra. 3542. 

GANGULY, MR. BEPIN BEHARI— 

Question re grant of temporary permission to -a Stale prisoner. 

to visit his home. 4301. 

GAN.TAM DISTRICT— 

Question re stoppage of mail trains of the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
at Sompeta in the-. 421S. 
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GAUGE PROBLEM— 

Question re appointment of a technical commission to examine the- 

relating to railways. 4297-98. 

GAUHAR RAHMAN— 

Question re subjection to police, surveillance of- since his release 

from the Peshawar jail. 3893. 

GAYA— 

Question re discharge of Mr. Nasiruddin Ahmad. ea;-IIead Establish¬ 
ment clerk of the combined offices of - and Dimipore, East 

Indian Railway. 3311-12. 

GAYA DIVISION— 

Question re inspection of combined offices in the-by the Supdt. 

of Post Offices and the Telegraph Traffic Officer. 3697-98. 

GAYA-SHERGATTY RAILWAY— 

See under “ Railway (s) ”. 

GAZETTED APPOINTMENTS— 

Question re throwing open of certain -to the clerical establish¬ 

ment of Ordnance and Clothing Factories. 4551-52. 

GAZETTED OFFICERS— 

Question re — 

Eye sight tests of - and' subordinate staff of State Railways. 

4528. 

Muslim - employed on the four State Railways. 4525. 

Number of Muslim —— in certain specified Accounts Offices. 4523 
24. 

Number of Muslim - in the Railway Board. 4522. 

GENERAL FINANCE— 

Question re report regarding the working of the convention for the 
separation of Railway from-. 3534-35. 

GENERAL POST OFFICE, BOMBAY— 

Question re introduction of the Treasury Contract System in the --. 

3415. 

GENERAL POST OFFICE, RANGOON— 

Question re emoluments of clerks and sorters in the- and clerks 

of the mofussil in Burma, and sorters of the Burma Railway Mail 
Service. 4318-19. 

GENERAL SERVICE— 

Question re number of students receiving training for —-— and sta¬ 
tion service in Government Telegraph Training classes.- 3214. 

GENEVA— 

Question re final report of the World Economic Conference held in 
- during May 1927. 3919-20. 

GERMAN COLONY— 

Question re claims of Indians in Tanganyika acrainst the cx ■-. 

3325. ' ‘ 
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GERMANY— 

Question re claims of Indians in Tanganyika against -4320-21. 

GHAZANEAR ALX KUAN, RAJA— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3954-55. 

Motion to consider. 4481, 4490-92. 

Election of -to tlie panel for the Advisory Publicity Committee. 

3556. 

Election of - to the panel for the Standing Committee for the 

Department of Education, Health and Lands. 3155.’ 

Question (Supplementary) re riots at Nagpur. 4368, 4569. 

GHEE— 

* Question re — 

Analysis of the different brands of imported -. 3514-15. 

Purchase of- for the Army in India. 3024. 

Supply of ——— to the Army. 3514. 

GHOSH, SRI JUT JYOTISH CHANDRA— 

- Question re health of -, a Bengal detenu. 3140-41. 

GHUZNAVI, MR. A. H.— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4481-83. 

Election of - to the panel for the Advisory Publicity Committee. 

3556. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 4449. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4076-78. 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the withdrawal during the 
August-September Session of the Gold Standard and Reserve 
Bank of India Bill. 4284-85. 

Question re — 

Appointment of an Indian as member of the Railway Board. 3S12. 
Appointment of some Muhammadans in the superior grades on rail¬ 
ways. 3811-12. 

Employment of Government servants by the Royal Turf Club, Cal¬ 
cutta. 4235. 

Employment of soldier clerks in the Army Headquarters. 4634-35. 
Progress made in connection with the construction of the Singhjani 
Tangail-Pingna Railway in the Mymensingh District. 3812. 

SIDNEY, LIEUT.-COLONEL II. A. J.— 

Question rc — 

Case of Mr. A. llolguetlo. a Commercial Inspector of the East 
Indian Railway. 4632-33, 4634. 

Certain letters in the Veterinary Record by Professor Gaiger and 
Colonel A. K. Walker. 4636-37. 
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GIDNEY, LIEUT.-COLONEL H. A. J.—conicl. 

Question re — conid. 

Discharge after nine years' service of 23 temporary commissioned 
officers of the Indian Medical Service. -4240-41. , . 

Disciplinary action taken against certain officials of the East Indian 
Railway in connection with tlie case of Mr. A. Holguette, a Com¬ 
mercial Inspector. 4633-34. 

Discontent among Railway officers consequent on the introduction 
of the Divisional Scheme. 3983. 

Discontent caused by the promotion of Mr. T. Manser, Assistant 
Engineer, to the first division of the Telegraph Engineering 
Branch. 4202-03. 

Employment of Royal Engineer officers in administrative appoint¬ 
ments on State Railways. 3984. 

Employment of Royal Engineer officers on State Railways. 3984-87. 
Eye-sight tests of gazetted officers and subordinate staff of State 
Railways. 4528. 

Grant of gratuity or some form of pension to temporary Indian 
officers of the Indian Medical Service when they are discharged. 
4241. 

Grant of marriage and house allowances to officers of the Indian 
Medical Service. 4542. 

Grant of marriage allowance to members of the Indian Medical De¬ 
partment. 4204-05. 

Mail subsidies to the British Indian Steam Navigation Company and 
the Peninsula and Oriental Steam Navigation Company. 4201. 
Number of Anglo-Indians selected for the Indian Civil Service 
from 1922 to 1927. 4205. 

Number of Royal Engineer officers employed on State Railways. 
3984. 

Prohibition against officers of the Indian Medical Department join¬ 
ing the Anglo-Indian and Domiciled European Association. 
4304-05. 

Report of Colonel Needham, I.M.S./on the reorganisation of medical 
arrangements on the North-Western Railway. 4555. 

Revised pensions for the Indian Medical Department. 4204.^ 
Revised rates of pay for certain Indian Army Departments. 4203- 
04. 

Selection of Mr. Rutherford for the appointment of Divisional 
Superintendent, Howrah, East Indian Railway. 4633-34. 

Special course in ophthalmic surgery for Railway Medical Officers 
of State Railways. 4529. 


Question (Supplementary) rc — 

Arrangements for a training-ship, for giving preliminary framing 
to deck or executive officers to be recruited for the proposed Itoym 


Indian Navy. 3860. 

Dissatisfaction of Local Traffic Service officers with their position and 
prospects. 3873. 
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GIDNEY, LIEUT.-COLONEL H. A. J ,—condd. 

Question (Supplementary) re — contd. 

Employment of successful cadets of the training ship as apprentices 
by the Peninsular and Oriental Company. 3867. 

Functions and duties of the officers of the Bureau of Public Infor¬ 
mation. 4650. 

Issue of occasion cheque passes to European and Anglo-Indian 
employees of the North-Western Railway. 4645. 

Number of Anglo-Indians selected for the Indian Civil Service from 
1922 to 1927. 3509. 

Recommendations of the Lee Commission about the Indian Medical 
Service. 3396. 

Recruitment of Indian crew, Indian deck and engineer officers and 
other ratings for the proposed Royal Indian Navy. 3862. 
Retrenchment by the Bengal Nagpur Railway of workmen employed 
in the workshops at Kharagpur. 4947. 

Scales of pay of temporary British and Indian officers of the Indian 
Medical Service. 3881. 

Selection of candidates for permanent commissions in the Indian 
Medical Service. 3798. 

Short service commissions for Europeans in the Indian Medical 
Service. 3880. 

Stoppage of recruitment to the local Traffic Service of State Rail¬ 
ways. 4648. 

Termination of contracts of temporary Indian officers of the Indian 
Medical Service after 9 years’ service. 3875. 

Resolution re — 

Censorship of cinematograph films. 4373. 

Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian Army. 
4274. 

GIRli(S)— 

Question re fees charged by the Lady Irwin School for m Simla. 
3118-19. 

GIRL CLERKS— 

Question re entertainment of unpassed -in the Army Headquarters 

offices. 4186. 


glass windows— 

*"££ S2W £ ' 

G0A q^Zn ^Shifting of-in the District of Faridpur in Bengal. 

3554-55. 

GOL Qmstion rc rate of exchange and state and purchase of-, etc. 

3279. 



104 index to legislative assejuBdv debates. 

GOLD STANDARD AND RESERVE BANK OF INDIA BILL— 

Bee under “ Bill(s) ”. 

GOODS CLERK— 

Question re discharge of Abdul Majid—-—by the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 3297. 

GOODS INSPECTORS— ' 

Question re Chief-, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 3300. 

GOODS SHED— 

Question re supply of water near the-at Jliansi. 3019. 

GOSWAMI, MR. T. C.— 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3233. . , . 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Consideration of clause 7. 3824-25. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4102-05. 

Motion for Adjournment re serious situation in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway workshops at Kharagpur. 4385-86. 

Motion re appointment of a Committee to consider the question of 
residence and accommodation for members of the Indian Legis¬ 
lature. 3969, 3972. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Accusation made by responsible officials in India against Mr. S. C. 
Bose. 3229. 

Detention of State prisoners under the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1925. 4298-99. 

Firing by certain European and Anglo-Indian employees of the 
Burma Oil Company on Indian workers in Madras in May 1927. 
3213! 

Recommendations of the Lee Commission about the Indian Medical 
Service. 3396, 3397. 

Speech delivered by Earl Winterton in the House of Commons 
regarding the Bengal detenus. 3145, 3146. 

Resolution re censorship of Cinematograph Films. 4374. 

GOUR, SIR HARI SINGH— 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 3371. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Second Appeals) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Commillee. 3348-54, 3359-60. 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3944-47. 

Consideration of clause 2. 4505-06. 

Consideration of clause 3. 4576. 

Motion to pass. 4607-09. 
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GOUR, SIR HARI SINGH— conld. 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill_ 

Motion to consider. 3236, 3237-42, 3243, 3245. 

Consideration of clause 3. 3265. 

Motion to pass. 3268. 

Election of-to the panel for the Advisory Publicity Committee. 

3556. 

Election of - to the panel for the Standing Committee for the 

Department of Education, Health and Lands. 3155. 

Election of -to the panel of the Standing Committee to advise 

on subjects in the Department of Industries and Labour. 3327. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Consideration of clause 7. 3818-29. 

Consideration of clause 8. 3849-50, 3851. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 4429. 

Indian Forest Bill— 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 3813. 

Motion to consider. 4336-39. 

Motion to pass. 4344. 1 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4087. 

Motion for Adjournment rc the appointment of an adequate number 
of Indian representatives on the Royal Commission to consider the 
federation of Kenya and other East and Central African Colonies. 
3106-08, 3111-12. 

Motion for Adjournment rc repi-esentation of Indians on the Royal 
Commission to consider the federation of Kenya and other East 
and Central African Colonies. 3028-2.9. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of the 
Department of Industries and Labour. 3079-80. 

Motion rc appointment of a Committee to consider the question of 
residence and accommodation for members of the Indian Legis¬ 
lature. 3970-71, 4332. 

Question' re — 

Alleged exactions of Income-tax officers in the Central Provinces. 
3274-75. 

Amount of honorarium to be paid to the Architect of India House, 
London. 4232-33. 

Appeals and applications for revision filed by income-tax nssessees 
in the various Provinces. 3273-74. 

Appointment of qualified Indian ladies to the superior staff of the 
Lady Hardingo Medical College and Hospital. 4213. 

Audit of the accounts of the Lady Hardinge Medical College and 
Hospital by a Government auditor. 4214. 

Charges to patients and their relations by the Lndv Ilardinge 
Hospital, Delhi. 4213-34. 
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GOUR, SIR HARI SINGH— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Employment of graduates of the Lady Hardinge Medical College 
by Countess of Dufferin’s Fund. 4215. 

Employment of informers and secret agents by the Income-tax De¬ 
partment. 3274. 

Employment of its graduates by the Lady Hardinge Medical College. 
4215. 

Employment of the Indian graduates of the Lady Hardinge Medical 
College by the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund. 4216-17. 

Percentage of cost to the Income-tax collected in the Central Pro¬ 
vinces. 3274. 

Personnel of the present governing body of the Lady Hardinge 
College. 42L2-13. 

Promotion of qualified assistants and clerks in the Government of 
India Secretariat and Attached Offices who have not passed the 
requisite examination. 4563-64. 

Rejection by income-tax officers of the statements made by assessees 
as to their incomes. 3274. 

Seales of pay in the Attached Offices. 4563. 

Terms and .tenure of appointments of the Principal and Bursar of 
the Lady Hardinge Medical College and Hospital. 4214-15. 

The Countess of Dufferin’s Fund. 4216. 

Transfers and promotions of assistants and clerics between the 
Attached Offices and the Government of India Secretariat. 
4563. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Appointment of a commission to investigate the possibility of 
federating the British Central and East African Colonies. 3594. 
Appointment of Mr. E. J. Mackay as an Assistant Superintendent 
of the Archaeological Survey-. 3806, 3807. 

Defective construction of the Council Chambers at New Delhi. 
2972. 

Employment of Royal Engineer officers on State Railways. 3985, 
3986. 

Inadequate representation of Mussalmans in the Indian Postal and 
Telegraph Department. 3221. 

Number of Indian and European officers in the Royal Indian 
Marine. 4558. 

Premium income of insurance companies doing business in India. 
3869. 

Remission or reduction of the charges for the use of Archaeological 
material by various classes of students. 3871. 

Revised rates of pay for certain Indian Army Departments. 4203. 
Safety of the roof of the Legislative Assembly Chamber in New 
Delhi. 3126-27. 

Scales of pay of temporary Indian and British Indian Medical 
Service officers. 3876. 
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GOUR, SIR HARI SINGH— concld. 

Question (Supplementary) re — conid . 

The proposed India House, London. 3793, 3794, 3795, 3796. 
Unemployment among Indian deck, saloon and engine room crews. 
3864. 

Repealing Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3368. 

Resolution re — 

Censorship of Cinematograph Films. 4629. 

Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian Army. 
8479. 

Volunteer Police Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3372. 

GOVERNMENT COLLEGE, AJMERr— 

Question re — 

Admission of students who have passed the High School examination 
in Delhi to the-. 3710. 

Pay of the Professor of Sanscrit and the Professor of Persian in 
the-. 3911. 

. GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES— 

Question re Provident Fund for——. 3215. 

GOVERNMENT EPIGRAPHIST— 

Question re— 

Editing of the “ Epigraphia Indica ” by the-. 3381. 

Qualifications of the-. 3380. 

GOVERNMENT EXAMINERS OF ACCOUNTS— 

Question re -on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3294. 

GOVERNMENT HIGH SCHOOL— 

Question re — 

Number of Muhammadan and Mahratta teachers in the-, Ajmer. 

4185. 

Number of students refused admission into the-and the Moiuia 

Islamia High School in Ajmer. 4185. 

Supervising staff of the-, Ajmer. 4185-86. 

GOVERNMENT HIGH SCHOOL, AJMER— 

Question re — 

Muslim teachers of the-■ 3908. 

Staff of the-. 3908. 

Supervising staff of the boarding house of the-. 3909. 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE PROPERTY (IES)— 

Question rc valuation of-in Simla. 4534. 

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS— 

Question rc rebates on steamer passages secured for-. 3326. 

GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL— 

Question rc financial difficulties of the-. 3802. 
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GOVERNMENT OP BOMBAY— 

Question re communal representation in the Public Services Uuder 
the-. 3278-79. 

GOVERNMENT OP BURMA— 

Question re proscription oi’ Forward by the -. 3317.. ' 

GOVERNMENT OP MADRAS— 

Question re communal representation in the Public Services- under 
the-. 3278-79. 

GOVERNMENT OP THE UNITED PROVINCES— 

(Question re communal representation in the Public Services under 
the-. 3278-79. 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a Committee of the-- to consider the question of 

reforms and the Statutory Commission. 2996. 

"Coal purchase policy of the-. 3292. 

Curtailment of the stay of the-in Simla, etc. 2993-91. 

Delegation of control of the Central Sendees to the —-. 3598. 

Number of Europeans, Anglo-Indians, Bihai’is and Indians other 

than Biliaris employed in different Departments of the -. 

4205-06. 

Representation of the - at the Imperial Agricultural Research 

Conference. 3409. 

Revision of the pension and leave rules of inferior servants of the 
-. 3215. 

Resolution of the-regarding Archaeological policy. 5807-09. 

Statement (laid on the table) re purchase by the-of American 

wagons destined for Russia. 3070. 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA OFFICES— 

Question re — 

Employment of unpassed men in the --. 3983. 

Pilling up of vacancies in the-• 3983. 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA PRESS (ES)— 

Question re — 

Grievances of employees of the --. 4573. 

Purchase and sale of machines by the - in Calcutta, Delhi and 

Simla. 4574. 

Sale of waste paper by the-in Calcutta, Delhi and Simla. 

4574. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PEERS. CALCUTTA— 

Question re memorial from tlie employees of the-. 4573. 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA PRESS, DELHI— 

Question re — 

Discontent among the Muslim employees of the-. 4212. 

7 ' Qualifications, length of service, pay, etc., of each member of the 

i ^ clerical establishment of the-. 4211-12. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA SECRETARIAT— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the examination system of recruitment to the - and 

Attached Offices. 4189. 

Annual increment of second division clerks of the-. ?5-i2. 

Appointment to the first division of the-of candidates success¬ 

ful at the 1920 and 1922 examinations. 4571-72. 

.bong hours of work of assistants and clerks employed in the Finance 
and Commerce Departments of the- 4240. 

Promotion of qualified assistants and clerks in the-and Attached 

Offices who have not passed the requisite examination. 4 r >63-64. 

Promotion of unpassed men to the Upper division of the-. 3885- 

86 . 

Transfers and promotions of assistants and clerks between the 
Attached Offices and the --. 4563. 

GOVERNMENT SERVANTS’ CONDUCT RULES— 

Question re applicability of the—to the President, Deputy President 
and other salaried officers of the Legislative Assembly. 4208. 

GOVERNMENT SERVANTS— 

Question re — 

Appointment of retired-on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3294 

Contributions by-to the Khadi Fund. 3410-11, 

Employment of-by the Royal Turf Club, Calcutta. 4285. 

Grant of higher scales of pensions to -. 3398. 

Grant of leave on medical certificates to non-gazetted- 3636- 

, 37. 

Inclusion of the expenditure on electrical and sanitary installations 
in the capital cost of residential quarters for-. '3383-84. 

Prohibition against-weai'ing Kliaddar, etc. 3907. 

Provident fund for --. 3440-41. 

GOVERNMENT TRAINING CLASS— 

Question rc selection of students for the-for wireless operators 

in Calcutta. 3215-16. 

GOVERNMENT TREASURE— 

Question rc police escorts for remittances of-sent bv rail wav. 

4236-37. 

GOVERNMENT WIRELESS TRAINING ESTABLISHMENT. CAL¬ 
CUTTA— 

Question rc arrangements for trainine marine wireless operators M 
the-. 3628. 

GOVTNDAN NAIR. MR. M.— 

Question re allegations against 
Nilgiri Division. 3433. 


officiating ITead Clerk of tbe 
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GRADUATE (S)— 

Question re — 

Employment of-of tlic Lady Ilardinge Medical College by tlie 

Countess of Duiferin’s Fund. 4215. 

Employment of its-by the Lady Ilardinge Medical College. 

.U, 


Employment of the Indian-of the Lady Hardinge Medical 

College by the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund. 4216-17. 

Pay of-and under——in the Post Office. 4570-71. 

Pay of-in Post Offices and the Railway Mail Service. 3992. 

Starting salaries of-and matriculates in the clerical establish¬ 

ment of the office of the North-Western Railway at Lahore. 3547. 
4227-28. . 

GRADUATE TEACHERS— 

Question re number of Hindu and Muhammadan-in Government 

service in Ajmer-Merwara. 3910. 


GRASS FARM(S)— 

Question re number of officers employed in Military --. 3385. 

GRATUITY (IES)— 

Question re — 

Demobilisation without-or compensation of Indian temporary 

Indian Medical Service officers in 1926. 3874-75. 

Establishment of a provident fund for, and grant of-to, tem¬ 

porary and extra temporary staff employed in the Ordnance and 
Clothing Factories 4550. 

Exemption from Indian income-tax of pay, allowances, pensions and 
•-payable in the United Kingdom. 3438. 

Grant of-by the North-Western Railway to strikers who offered 

for duty and were not re-employed. 3891. 

Grant of-or some form of pension to temporary Indian officers 

of the Indian Medical Service when they are discharged. 4241. 

Withholding of the payment of-to Inder Sain, a civilian over¬ 

seer retrenched from the Military Grass Farm, 4th Circle, 
Quetta. 3882-83. 

GREAT BRITAIN— 


Question re — 

Expenditure by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway on advertise¬ 
ments in --. 3532. 

Route of the Imperial Airways to connect Tndia with--. 4636. 

GREAT INDIAN PENINSULA RAILWAY— 

See under “ Railway (s) ”. 


GRIEVANCES— 

Question rc — 

-—- of postmasters. 3222-23. 

-of the employees of the Government of Tndia Presses. 4573. 
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GRIEVANCES— conid. 

Question re — conid. 

-of the European guards of the North-Western Railway at 

Rawalpindi. 3891. 

-of the subordinate staff of the Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
way. 3317. 

GRIGG, SIR EDWARD— 

Question re — 

.Address delivered by-to the Legislative Council of Kenva. 

3989-91. 

Speech of-m the Legislative Council of Kenya. 4526. 

GUARD (S) — 

Question re — 

xYlloged rude conduct of a -and a constable towards Indian 

passengers on the North-Western Railway. 3503. 

Grievances of the European-of the North-Western Railway at 

Rawalpindi. 3891. 

Indian-and drivers employed on the main line of the Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway. 3017. 

Number of Indian-and drivers on passenger trains on the main 

line of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 4050. 

GUDALPUR— 

Question re provision of free quarters for clerics of the — • Post 
Office in the Nilgiri Division. 3449-50. 

GUJARAT— 

Motion re relief for sufferers from floods in-and parts of Orissa 

and Sind. 3031-36. 

Question rc — 

Carriage free of charge by the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway of clothes and other necessaries of life for the sufferers 
from floods in-. 4195. 

Railway embankments and floods in-and Orissa. 3537. 

Timely warnings given by the Meteorological Department of the 
heavy rainfall in-and Orissa in July last. 4560-61. 

Telegrams relating to the floods in-and Sind and Orissa. 3151. • 

GULZARBAGH-— 

Question rc construction of an overbridge at-on the East Indian 

^ Railway. 3423. 

GUN (S)— 

Question re application from Maulvi Muhammad Shafee, ML.A., to 
keep a retainer for his --• 4562-63 

GURKHAS— 

Question rc restriction of the employment of-to the Army and 

regular military police battalions. 4534. 

GURTJKUL KANGRI (ITARDWAR) FAIR— 

Question rc hardships of pilgrims returning from the--. 2977- 

78. 
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H 

HABIBULLAH, THE HONOURABLE KHAN BAHADUR SIR. 

MUHAMMAD— 

Motion for Adjournment re appointment of an adequate number of 
Indian representatives on the Royal Commission to consider the 
federation of Kenya and other East and Central African 
Colonies. 3111-14. 

HA BIGAN J-SH AISTH AG A NJ BRANCH LINE— 

Question re construction of the-of the Assam Bengal Railway. 

4302. 

IIA1GH, MR. P. B.— 

Motion re appointment of a Committee to consider the question of 
residence and accommodation for Members of the Indian Legis¬ 
lature 4332-33. 

Oath of office. 2969. 

HAILEY, SIR MALCOLM— 

Question re appointment of Lord Roualdshay as Chairman and - 

as a member of the Statutory Commission on Reforms. 3203. 

I-IAJ COMMITTEES— 

Question re -. 3326. 

HAJ PILGRIM (S)— 

Question re -. 3519-20, 3699-3700. 

HAJI, MR. SARABHAI NEMCHAND— 

Indian Emigration (Amendment) Bill— 

Consideration of clause 2. 4358. 

Indian Lighthouse Bill— 

Motion to pass. 4348-50. 

Question re— 

Action taken on the recommendations of the Deck Passengers 
Committee. 3365. 

Admission of masters of home-trading ships into the Pilot Service 
at Madras. Chittagong, Bombay, Karachi, Aden and Rangoon. 
3907. 

Amount of income-tax and super-tax paid by British and other 
non-Indian companies' carrying on banking, shipping and in¬ 
surance business in India. 3857-58. 

Amount of sea service required of. candidates appointed to the 
Bengal Pilot Service in England and India 3869-70. 

Appointment of an Indian Headmaster and other non-technical 
Indian staff to the proposed training ship. 3867-68. 

Appointment of Assistant Accountant, under the Port Commis¬ 
sioners, Calcutta. 4536. 

Arrangements for a training ship for giving preliminary training 
to deck or executive officers to be recruited for the proposed 
Royal Indian Navy. 3860. 
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HAJI, MR. SARABHAI NEMCHAND — contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Carriage of cargo and stores by Indian shipping companies. 3864- 

65. 

Carriage of Government and railway stores coastwise and in the 
foreign trade from and to an Indian port. 3865. 

Communication from the Boai'd of Trade or other shipping interests 
in England in connection with the Report of the Mercantile Marine 
Committee. 3858-59. 

Compulsory employment by steamship companies engaged in the 
coasting trade of successful and suitable cadets of the training 
ship. 3867. 

Convening of a sub-conference to consider questions affecting 
merchant shipping legislation in the Empire. 4543. 

Employment by British shipowners of successful cadets of the 
training ship. 3868. 

Employment of successful cadets of the training ship as apprentices 
by the Peninsular and Oriental Company. 3866-67. 

Encouragement of ship-building in India. 3860. 

Indian delegation to the 11th session of the International Labour 
Conference. 4658-59. 

Number and nationality of pilots in the Bengal Pilot Service. 
4548-49. 

Number and tonnage of steamers and sailing vessels registered in 
India. 4542-43. 

Number of Indian lascars and firemen shipped at each major port 
in India during the last three years. 3863. 

Premium income of insurance companies doing business in India. 
3869. 

Prohibition aeainst Government servants wearing Khaddar, etc. 
3907. 

Qualifications of candidates for the Pilot Service at Madras, 
Chittagong. Bombay, Karachi, Aden and Rangoon. 3908. 

Recommendation of the Indian Mercantile Marine Committee re¬ 
garding the training of engineer officers 3859. 

Recruitment for the Indian Audit and Accounts Department. 4535. 

.Recruitment from the Bliandari community for the proposed Royal 
Indian Navy. 3863. 

Recruitment of Indian crew, Indian deck and engineer officers and 
other ratings for the proposed Royal Indian Nary. 3S6I 62. 

Recruitment of ratings for the proposed Royal Indian Navy. 3862. 

Remission or reduction of the charges for the use of archaeological 
material by various classes of students. 3870-72. 

Representation from the Indian Chamber of Commerce in connection 
with the appointment of Assistant Accountant under the Port 
Commissioners, Calcutta. 4536-37. 

Reservation of the coasting trade of India to Indian shipping. 3859. 


L195LA 
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HAJI, MB. SARABHAI NEMCHAND— concld. 

Question re — concld. 

Resolution on tlie subject of the Indianisation of the higher grades 
of Port Trust services. 4535-36. 

Rules for the appointment of candidates to the Bengal Pilot Service. 
3907. 

Starting of the Indian mercantile marine training ship. 3865-66 

Unemplo 3 Tnent among Indian deck, saloon and engine room crew. 
3863-64. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Coastal service maintained by the British India Steam Navigation 
Company between Bombay and Karachi. 2985. 

Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India 4642. 

Number of Indian and European Officers in the Royal Indian 
Marine. 4557. 

Resolution re — 

Draft convention and recommendation of the International Labour 
Conference regarding the inspection of emigrants on board ship, 
etc. 3998-4001, 4002, 4003. 

Improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 3468-71. 

HALTING ALLOWANCES— 

Question re travelling and --of officers on the Assam Bengal Rail¬ 

way provided with saloons. 3137. 

HANGING HOOKS— 

Question re fixing of permanent-on the walls of quarters in New 

Delhi. 4296. 

HARD WAR— 

Question re alleged harassment of pilgrims at r. 2978. 

HARNESS FACTORY— 

Question re supply of new hides to the Cawnpore ■ • 3288 89. 

HAULAGE CHARGES— 

Question re •—— for postal vans. 3281. 


H A ZA R IB AGH— 

Question re contributions made by the District Board of 

the cost of the construction of the Joint Railway and Hnti 
Board Bridge over the Konar River. 4316. 


HAZARIBAGH JAIL— 


Question re— 

Hunger strike of the Bengal detenus in the—, 3810. 

Refusal of permission to Mr. Ram Naravan Singh, M.L.A., to visn 
the detenus in the --. 3809-10. 

HAZARIBAGH ROAD RAILWAY STATION— 

Question re proposed railway communication between Hnzanbavli touu 
and-. 3722. 

HAZARIBAGH TOWN— 

Question re proposed railway communication between and Hazari- 
bagh Road railway station. 3722. 
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HEADMASTER— 

Question re appointment of an Indian - and other non-teehnieal 

Indian staff to the proposed training ship. 3867-68. 

HEALTH ORGANISATION COMMITTEE— 

Question re supply to the-of the Assembly of the League of 

Nations of data regarding- infant mortality, physical hygiene and 
nutrition. 2989. 

HERBS AND DRUGS— 

Question re cultivation of medicinal-in India. 3383. 

HIDES— 

Question re — 

Expoi-t duty on-and skins. 3917-18. 

Supply of raw-to the Cawnporo Harness Factory. 3288-89. 

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR INDIA— 

Statement laid on the table re purchase of stores by the -. 

4325-31. 

Statement laid on the table rc tenders for stores not accepted by 

the-during the last year ending 31st December 1926. 3037- 

55. 

HIGH COURT(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of temporary Judges ip-. 3419. 

Appointment of Vakils as Chief Justices of-. 3632. 

Grant of free medical attendance to European Judges of the Indian 
-. 3395-96 

Number of Indian Judges of-. 3321. 

HIGH COURT, CAUCUTTA— 

Question rc interpretation of sections 148 and 151 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1898, by the-. 3302. 

HTGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION— 

Question re admission of students who have passed the-in Delhi 

to the Government College, Ajmer. 3710. 

HTNDI— 

Question rc teaching of - at the Royal Military College. Debra 

Dun. 3711. 

HINDU (S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged organised conspiracy of Muhammadans to murder -. 

4201. 

Alleged vilification of-and Arya Samajists by Hasan Nizami 

of Delhi. 3505. 

Educational grant to the Bharati School Committee of the - of 

Eoliat for the construction of their Uigh School. 3004-05. 

Expulsion of-from tribal territory in the North-West Frontier. 

3000-02. 



116 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


HINDU (S) — contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Muslim and-clerks in tlie office of the Executive Officer, 

Permanent Way Branch, North-Western Railway. 4226-27. 

Number of-and Muhammadans employed in the lower clerical 

grade of the Punjab Postal Department since the 1st Marcn 
1927. 3889. 

Resentment of the-and Arya Samajists at the attitude of Gov¬ 

ernment in the matter of communal and religious questions. 
3506. 

Restoration of confidence among --of the North-West Frontier 

Province. 3506-07. 

Restriction on the playing of music by-in their houses during 

the Muharram. 3513-14. 

Stoppage of the recruitment of-to the ministerial or technical 

establishment of the Forest Research Institute at Delrra Dun. 
4529-30. 

HINDU CHILD MARRIAGE BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s) ”. 

HINDU-MUSLIM RIOTS— 

Question re -since 1920. 4306-11. 

HINDU NEW YEAR’S DAY— 

Question re grant of a holiday on the —— to the Hindu employees in 
the Ammunition Factory at ICirkee. 3319. 

“ HINDUSTAN TIMES 

Question re articles in the - entitled “ Life in Raisina ”. 3393- 

94. 

HLA TUN PRU, U— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3964-65. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 4430-31/ 

Oath of Office. 3503. 

HOLGUETTE, MR. A.— 

Question re — 

Case of -, a Commercial Inspector of the East Indian Railway. 

4632-33, 4634. 

Disciplinary action taken against certain officials of the East Indian 

Railway in connection with the case of -■, a Commercial 

Inspector. 4633-34. 

HOLEDAY(S) — 

Question re — 

Contract with the employees of the Greal Indian Peninsula Railway 
not to engage in private work on Sundays and —-. 3017. 

Grant of a -- on the Hindu New Year’s day to 1 lie Hindu 

employees in the Ammunition Factory at Kirkee. 3319. 

°f-- to the staff of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 



Index to legislative assembly debates. 


117 


HOME DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Mr. W. B. Staggs as an oflieiating Superintendent 
in the -. 3322. 

Total number of assistants and clerks in the new branch of the- 

created in connection with the Statutory Commission. 4522. 

HONG KONG— 

Question re refusal of passports to employees of Indian firms in-. 

4637. 

HONORARIUM— 

Question re amount of-to be paid to the architect of India House, 

London. 4232-33. 

HOOGHLY DIVISION— 

Question re treatment of his staff by the Superintendent of Post 
Offices, -. 4323. 

HOSPITAL (S)— 

Question re — 

Opening of a - for railway servants in Jhansi Cit.y. 3016. 

The Assam Bengal Railway Cottage-at Chittagong, 3135-36. 

HOSPITAL ASSISTANTS— 

Question re appointment of Mussulmans as -, Compounders and 

Sanitary Inspectors on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3294. 

HOSPITAL WRITERS— 

Question re civilian - of the Indian Hospital Corps. 3735. 

HOURS OP WORK— 

Question re — 

—-—- and weekly rest day of railway employees. 3218-19. 

- of emploj'ees of State Railways. 3317. 

Long - of Assistants and clerks employed in the Finance and 

Commerce Departments of the Government of India Secretariat. 
4240. 

Long - of the carriage and wagon staff at Lyallpur and some 

other stations of the North-Western Railway. 3890. 

Regulation by legislation of the-of Railway employees. 3219. 

HOUSE (S)— 

Question rc expenditure on new offices, barracks and-for the Army. 

3888-89. 

HOUSE ALLOWANCE(S)— 

Question rc grant of marriage and-to officers of the Indian Medical 

Service. 4542. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS— 

Question rc speech delivered by Earl Winterton in the 
the Bengal detenus. 3144-46. 


regarding 
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HOUSE OWNER(S)— 

Question re — 

Complaints of-in Arnbala Cantonment. 3009-10. 

Complaints of - in the Arnbala Cantonment regarding the in¬ 

accuracy of the survey plan. 3006-07. 

HOUSE PROPERTY (IES)— 

Question re valuation of Government-in Simla. 4534. 

HOUSE RENT— 

Question re — 

Grant of free quarters or - in lieu thereof to the signal room 

clerks transferred from Old Delhi to New Delhi. 4239. 

Grant of - to postal officials in certain places in the Madras 

Presidency. 3992. 

Grant of-to postmen and menials. 3992. 

Grant of —— to Wharfingers and Assistant Wharfingers in Bombay. 
3919. 

Grant of increased pay and-to Wharfingers and Assistant Whar¬ 

fingers in Bombay. 3919. 

HOUSE RENT ALLOWANCES— 

Question re — 

Grant of — — to the clerical staff of the Army Headquarters, etc. 
4186-87. 

Grant of-to the clerks of the. Military Accounts Department in 

Poona. 3712-13. 

-of telegraph peons in New Delhi. 3889. 

Provision of quarters, or grant of a - in lieu thereof to the 

employees of the Railway Commercial Department at Bombay, 
Karachi and Poona. 3318. 

HOWRAH— 

Question re — 

Grievances of luggage porters at-. 3542-43. 

Increase of the postal staff in --. 3442-43. 

Reservation of first and second class compartments from - to 

stations on the East Indian Railway. 3283. 

HUNGER STRIKE (S)— 

Question re— 

-amongst the Bengal Slate prisoners and detenus. 4527. 

-of the Bengal detenus in the Haznribagh Jail. 3810. 

HYGIENE— 

Question rr supply to the- Health Organisation Committee of the 
Assembly of the Leneue of Nations of data regarding infant mor- 
TaIl N’> Physical - and nutrition. 2989. 
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ILLICIT TRAVELLING— 

Question re checking of-on the North-Western Railway. 4219. 

IMPERIAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH CONFERENCE— 

Question re representation of the Government of India at the -. 

3409. 

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS— 

Question re route of the - to connect India with Great Britain. 

4636. 

IMPERIAL BANK OF INDIA— 

Question re information relating to the-. 3528-29. 

IMPERIAL CONFERENCE— 

Question re— 

Expenditure in connection with Indian representation to the last 
-. 3326. 

Summaries of the speeches of representatives of India at the recent 
-. 3315. 

IMPERIAL LIBRARY— 

Question re location of the-. 3324. 

IMPERIAL LIBRARY, CALCUTTA— 

Question re inquiry into the administration of the -. 3525. 

IMPERIAL NAVY— 

Question re India’s annual contribution towards the cost of the-. 

3225. 

IMPERIAL SECRETARIAT SERVICE— 

Question re policy of Government in regard to the Indianisation of 
the -. 3885. 

IMPERIAL VETERINARY SERVICE— 

Question re appointment of State veterinary scholars to the - at 

Muktesar. 3408. 

IMPORT (S)— 

Question rc decrease in the-of private merchandise and export of 

Indian produce and manufactures. 3426. 

IMPORT DUTY— 

Question re short, levy of-at Bombay. 3320. 

INCOME— 

Question re— 

- of the Imperial X-Rav Institute at Dehra Dun for the years 

1920 to 1926. 3206. 

Rejection by income-tax officers of the statements made "by the 
assessees as to their-. 3274. 
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INCOME-TAX— 

Question re — 

Alleged excessive and unfair assessment of-in Bihar and Orissa. 

3305-06. 

Amount of-- and super-tax paid by British and non-Indian com¬ 

panies carrying on banking, shipping and insurance business in 
India. 3857-58. 

Exemption from assessment to - or super-tax of the profits of 

trading set apart for charitable or religious purposes. 3549. 

Exemption from - of income' from the Ahmedabad Mills Tilak 

Swaraj Fund used for charitable educational purposes. 4218- 
19. 

Exemption from —r— of income realized from the sale of lac. 3550. 

Exemption from Indian - of pay, allowances, pensions and 

gratuities payable in the United Kingdom. 3438. 

Increase in the maximum rate of the Indian-. 3542. 

Instructions to Income-tax Officers to collect, a certain amount of- 

from his Circle. 3550. 

Percentage of cost to the - collected in the Central Provinces. 

3274. 

Provincial share of-on companies operating in Bihar and Orissa 

but registered elsewhere. 3272. 

Remission of the- on Nuzaraiui realized by landlords from then- 

tenants. 3550. 

INCOME-TAX ADMINISTRATION— 

Question re articles in the Scarcliliyhi on the subject of-. 4318. 

INCOME-TAX APPEAL (S)— 

Question re— 

Amount of court-fees levied in the case of-. 3550-51. 

-. 3551. 

INCOME-TAX ASSESSEES— 

Question re — 

Accounts of-. 3551-52. 

Appeals and applications for revision filed by -in the various 

Provinces. 3273. 

Grievances of the-in the Delhi Province. 3438-39. 

INCOME-TAX, ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER OF— 

Question re refund of court-fees where apepals are allowed by the — - 
3551. 

INCOME-TAX DEPARTMENT— 

Question re emplovment of informers and secret agents by the-• 

3274. 

INCOME-TAX DEPARTMENT OF TIIE PUNJAB AND THE NORTH 
WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE— 

Question paucity of Muslims in the 


. 3G12-13. 
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INCOME-TAX OFFICE, CAMPBELLPORE— 

Question re discharge of M. Bahadur Khan, clerk in the-. 3612. 

INCOME-TAX OFFICERS— 

Question re — 

Alleged exactions of -—— in the Central Provinces. 3274-75. 

Appointment of -, Inspectors and stenographers in the Punjab 

and North-West Frontier Province. 2979. 

Instructions to an - to collect a certain amount of income-tax 

from his Circle. 3550. 

Number of chances given to -and Assistant-in the Punjab 

to pass the departmental examination. 3613-14. 

Number of-confirmed in their appointments before passing the 

departmental examination. 3614-15. 

Pay of-, Examiners and Inspectors in Bombay and the mofussil. 

3277. 

Pay of-, Examiners, etc., in the different Provinces. 3275-76. 

Rejection by - of the statements made by assessees as to their 

incomes. 3274. 

INCREMENT (S)— 

Question re — 

Annual - of second division clerks of the Government of India 

Secretariat. 3542. 

Counting for-of periods of service spent on leave without pay. 

3888. 

Grant of - to the employees of the Currency Office with more 

than ten years’ service. 3441. 

Rates of annual-of Superintendents of Post Offices and first class 

Postmasters. 3698-99. 

INDER SAIN— 

Question re withholding of the payment of gratuity to-. a civilian 

overseer retrenched from the Military Grass Farm. 4th Circle. 
Quetta. 3882-83. 

INDIA— 

Question re — 

Airship service between England and- via Egypt. 3322. 

Expenditure on troops sent from — 1 — to China. 3306. 

Separation of Burma from-. 3375-76. 

INDIA HOUSE. LONDON— 

Question re — 

Amount of honorarium to he paid to the Architect of -. 4232- 

33. 

The proposed -. 3793-96. 

INDIA STORES DEPARTMENT. LONDON— 


Question re lenders for paint, zinc. lead. etc., called for by the Director 
General of the -. 3023. 
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INDIA UNATTACHED LIST— 

Question re pay, pensions and promotions of the members of the-. 

3732. 

INDIAN (S)— 

Question re — 

Action taken against --by the restaurant proprietors of Edin¬ 

burgh. 3201. 

Appointment of an *-as member of the Railway Board. 3812. 

Appointment of -as chairmen of Post Trusts, etc. 3588-3591. 

Appointment of —— in the Secretariat of the League of Nations. 
2987-88. 

Appointment of- to the Watch and Ward Department of State 

Railways. 3732. 

Claims of- in Tanganyika against ^-German Colony. 3325. 

Claims of-in Tanganyika against Germany. 4320-21. 

Imposition on Americans, resident in India, of disabilities similar 
to those imposed upon-in the United States of America. 3226. 

Number of- employed as wireless operators. 3214. 

Opening of Railway Institutes to --. 3311. 

Protection of the rights and interests of-resident in Tanganyika. 

4319. 

Recruitment of-to the superior Port Trust Services. 3590-91. 

Segregation of-in Mombassa. 4319-20. 

Sick leave pay of Europeans and-on Railways. 3018. 

Stipulation in Railway contracts given to firms as regards the 
employment of -on the works in question. 3285. 

Superior posts in the Port Trust held by Europeans, Anglo-Indians 
and-■, etc. 3591. 

Training of - in aviation. 3720-21. 

Training of-in the use of X-Ray machinery. 3208-09. 

INDIAN ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT SERVICE— 

Question re appointment of Muslims in the-and the superior ser¬ 

vice of the Military Accounts Department. 4221. 

INDIAN APPRENTICES— 

Question re ivithliolding of orders from British firms which refuse 
admission to - in such firms. 3723-24. 

INDIAN ARMS ACT— 

Question re administration of the-in Bihar and Orissa. 4639-40. 

INDIAN ARMY— 

Question re — 

Stoppage of the recruitment of the Mers and Merats of Aimer- 
Merwara for the -. 3897-98. 

Veterinary Assistant Surgeons of the Army Veterinaiy Corps and 
the Army Remount Department of the ——. 3610-11. 

Resolution rc Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the -. 

3474-3498, 4242-4275. 
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INDIAN ARMY SERVICE CORPS— 

Question re — 

Appointment of candidates who passed the qualifying test for clerks 
for the-as Supply and Transport checkers. 4192. 

Improvement of the prospects and terms of service of Supply and 
Transport Store-keepers in the -. 4191-4192. 

INDIAN ARMY VETERINARY CORPS— 

Question re grant of King’s Commissions to Indians in the-. 3428. 

INDIAN ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE— 

Question re grant of King’s Commissions for the - to qualified 

Indian M. R. C. V. S. men. 3408-09. 

INDIAN AUDIT AND ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT— 

Question re recruitment for the -. 4535. 

INDIAN AUDIT AND ACCOUNTS SERVICE— 

Question re increase of Muslim officers of the •—— employed on the 
State Railways. 4524. 

INDIAN AUXILIARY AND TERRITORIAL FORCES— 

Question re expenditure during the current year on the -. 4206- 

4207. 

INDIAN AUXILIARY AND TERRITORIAL FORCES COMMITTEE— 
Question re— 

Recommendations of the --. 3632-33. 

Report of the -. 3275. 3517, 3518, 3719. 

INDIAN BAR COUNCILS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE— 

Question re representation from the - in connection with the ap¬ 

pointment of Assistant Accountant under the Port Commissioner, 
Calcutta. 4536-37. 

INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Nominations to the —— in India since 1922. 3629-30. 3873-74. 

Number of Anglo-Indians selected for the -from 1922 to 1927. 

4205. 

Number of Indians selected for the-from 1922 to 1927. 3508. 

Recruitment for the-from 1922 to 1927. 3454. 

Representation of Muslims in the -. 4544. 

Status and prospects of members of the Bar appointed to-posts. 

4648-49. 

INDIAN DELEGATION— 

Question re personnel of the - to the League of Nations. 3273. 

INDIAN DIVORCE (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See tinder “ Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN DIVORCE (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL— 

Sec under “ Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN EMIGRATION ACT. 1922. (VII OF 1922)— 

Question rr applicability of the provisions of the- 

for service in the port of Aden. 3453. 


to men recruited 
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INDIAN EMIGRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s) 

INDIAN EMPLOYEES— 

Question re education of the children of-of Railways. 3310. 

INDIAN EXILES— 

Question re return to India of -. 3605. 

INDIAN FOREST BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN HOSPITAL CORPS— 

Question re civilian hospital writers of the-. 3735. 

INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL (AMENDMENT OF 
SECTIONS 10, 14, ETC.)— 

See under “ Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL (AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 591— 

See under “ Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN INCOME-TAX (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL (AMEND¬ 
MENT OF SECTIONS 2, 23, 28, ETC.)— 

See under “ Bill(s) 

INDIAN LEGISLATURE— 

Appointment of Members to the Committee to consider the question of 
residence and accommodation for Members of the -. .4613. 

Motion re appointment of a Committee to consider the question of 

residence and accommodation for Members, of the-. 3968-72, 

4332-35. 

Question re — 

Circulation of the questionnaire of the Royal Agricultural Com¬ 
mission to Members of the-. 3626-27. 

Employment by Members of the -- of retainers for their fire¬ 

arms. 4534-35. 

Grant of the privilege to members of the-to keep retainers for 

their arms. 3021-22. 

INDIAN LIGHTHOUSE BILL— 

Sec under “ Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN MEDICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Grant of honorary King’s commissions to Sub-Assistant Surgeons 
of the-, 4219-4220. ' . 

Grant of marriage allowance to members of the -. 4204-05. 

Prohibition against officers of the - joining the Anglo-Indian 

and Domiciled European Association. 4304-05. 

Revised pensions for the-. 4204. 
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INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE— 

Question re— 

Application of tlie orders regarding examination and study leave 
to England and free passages, etc., to temporarv officers of the 
-. 3881. 

Demobilisation without gratuity or compensation of Indian tem¬ 
porary officers in the-in 1926. 3874-75. 

Disehai-ge after nine years’ service of 23 temporarv commissioned 
officers, of the-. 4240-4241. 

Grant of gratuity or some form of pension to temporary Indian 
officers of the —- when they are discharged. 4241. 

Grant of marriage and house allowances to officers of the-. 

4542. 

Grant to Indians of permanent commissions in the -. 3878-79. 

Offer of short service commissions to Indians in the-. 3S81. 

Outfit allowance of temporary officers of the -. 3877. 

Recommendations of the Lee Commission about the -. 3396-98. 

Scales of pay of temporary British and Indian officers of the-. 

3875-76, 3880-81. 

Selection of candidates for commissions in the -. 3803. 

Selection of candidates for permanent commissions in the -. 

3796-99, 3804-0G. 

Short service commissions for Europeans in -. 3879-80. 

Status of a temporary officer in the-in relation to a permanent 

officer of the same rank. 3877. 

Strength of the -—— on the 1st April, 1927. 

Termination of contracts of temporary Indian officers of tho - 

after 9 years’ service. 3875. 

Statement regarding the Lee. Commission’s proposals in regard 1o 
the-. 3540-41. 

INDIAN MERCANTILE MARINE COMMITTEE— 

Question re recommendations of the - regarding the training of 

engineer officei-s. 3859. 

TNDTAN MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) RILL— 

See under “ Bill(s) "’. 

INDIAN MINES ACT— . 

Question rc. penalties imposed on offenders contravening the _ 

3522-23. 

TNDTAN MINING FEDERATION— 

Question re scheme of the - of Calcutta for popularising the use 

of coal as a domestic fuel. 3291. ' 
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INDIAN NAVY— 

Question re— 

Cessation of the annual contribution to the British Government on 

the starting of the-. 4558. 

Recruitment of Bliandaris to the proposed-. 3378-79. 

Recruitment of Muhammadans to the proposed -. 3377-78. 

Recruitment to the proposed-3376-77. 

INDIAN NAVY BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s) 

INDIAN POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Inadequate representation of Mussulmans in the --. 3220-21. 

Rules regarding recruitment to the -. 3220. 

Service conditions and emoluments of telephone operators in the 
-. 3635. 

INDIAN RAILWAYS ACT— 

Question re revision of the -. 3419. 

INDIAN SANDHURST COMMITTEE— 

Question re — 

Foreword to the Report of the-. 3119-20. 

Publication of the Report of the Sub-Committee of the --- which 

visited Europe and America. 3515-17. 

Recommendations of the -. 3272-73, 3324. 

Report of the -. 3622. 

Resolution re Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian 
Army. (Report of the ——). 3474-3498, 4242-75. 

INDIAN SECURITIES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN STORES DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Adequate representation of Muslims in the-. 4223. 

List of paint manufacturers in India on the approved list of the 
-. 3023-24. 

Number of Muslims in the Audit Office, -. 4524. 

INDIAN SUCCESSION (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

Sec under “ Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN SUGAR COMMITTEE— 

Question re report of the -. 4051-57. - 

INDIAN TARIFF (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1925- 

Question re duty realised on sugar under the-from 1st June 3925 

to the 30th March 1927. 3503. 

INDIAN TARIFF (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

Sec under “ Bill(s) ” 
hlU&LA 
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INDIAN TARIFF (COTTON YARN AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under “ Bffl(s) 

INDIAN TERRITORIAL FORCE— 

Question re — 

Recruitment of Moplahs for the -. 3811. 

Starting of an urban unit of the —-—- in Calcutta. 4(536. 

INDIAN TRADE UNIONS ACT— 

Question re date of the coming into force of the —. 38904)1. 

INDIAN WORKERS— 

Question re firing by certain European and Anglo-Indian employees 

of the Burma Oil Company on - in Madras in May 1927. 

3213-14. 

INDIAN WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION ACT— 

Question re amendment of the -. 3420. 

INDIANISATION— 

Question re — 

Adoption of the 8-unit scheme for - of the Army in India. 

3122. 

- of the Railway Department. 4197. 

- of the superior services. 3014. 

-of the-superior services under the various Port Trusts. 3592. 

Policy of Government in regard to the-of the Imperial Secre¬ 

tariat Service. 3885. 

Resolution on the subject of the - of the higher grades of Port 

Trust Services. 4535-36. 

Resolution re - of half the cadre of officers in the Indian Army. 

3474-98, 4242-75. 

TNDRAPARASTHA STORES, DELHI— 

Question rc liquidation of the --. 4293. 

INDULGENCE PASSAGE(S)— 

Question rc grant of non-entitled or-to civilian clerks of the Army 

Department and Army Headquarters having an Indian domicile 
4187. 

TNDTTS VALLEY PBE-HISTORIC SCRIPT— 

Question rc -. 4640-41. 

INDUSTRIES AND LABOUR. DEPARTMENT OF— 

Question rc -and the Public Works Department. 4201. 

INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT— 

Question rc employment of Muslims in the Public Works Branch of 
the -. 3914. 

TNFANT MORTALITY— 

Question re — 

-. 4337. 

Supply to the Health Organization Committee of the Assembly of 

the League of Nations of data regarding -, physical hygiene 

and nutrition. 2989. 
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INFERIOR SERVANTS— 

Question re — 

Improvement of the pay anil allowances of postmen and - 

3729. 

Leave of-of the Central Government. 3887-88. 

Revision of the pension and leave rules of-, of the Govern¬ 

ment of India. 3235. 

INFORMERS— 

Question re — 

Employment of - and secret agents by the Income-tax Depart¬ 

ment. 3274. 

Names of - who supply information to Government in regard 

to Indians residing in Afghanistan, Russian Territory and Persian 
Territory. 4313. 

INLAND BONDED WAREHOUSES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s) ”. 

INSOLVENCY (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s) ”, 

INSPECTING AGENCY— 

Question re separate - for Ajmer-Merwara, etc. 3912. 

INSPECTION— 

Question re -of Post Offices by Audit Officers. 3648-49. 

INSPECTOR(S) — 

Question re — 

Appointment of Income-tax Officers, - and stenographers in the 

Punjab and the North-West Frontier Province. 2979. 

Pay of income-tax officers, Examiners and -in Bombay and the 

Mofussil. 3277. 

INSPECTOR OF MINES— 

Question re appointment of a European as Junior -. 3289-90. 

INSPECTORS OF POST OFFICES— 

Question re — 

Appointment of clerks for the offices of-. 3607. 

Examination for-. 4567. 

Increase of the travelling allowances of -. 3607. 

Promotion of Postmasters and - 1o the 2nd selection grade. 

3223-24. 

Revision of the pay of the Superintendents, Head Clerks and --. 

3433-34. 

INSURANCE— 

Question vc amount of income-tax and snper-lax paid by British and 
° her non-Tndian companies carrving on banking, shipping and 
business in India. 3857-58.* ' ” 
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INSURANCE COMPANIES— 

Question re premium income of - doing business in India. 3869. 

INTERNATION AL LABOUR CONFERENCE— 

Question re — 

Indian delegation to the lltb Session of the-. 4658-59. 

Questionnaire of the-relating to minimum mages, etc. 3724-25. 

Recommendations and conventions on unemployment adopted by 
ti ie ——. 2989-90. 

Recommendations of the - regarding social insurance. 3200. 

Resolution re draft convention and recommendation of the - 

regarding inspection of emigrants on board ship, etc. 3995-4003. 

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a correspondent of the-in India. 2990-91. 

Furnishing of statistics about unemployment in India to the -, 

etc., 3217-18. 

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION— 

Resolution re — 

Ratification of the Draft Conventions concerning— 

(1) seamen’s articles of agreement, and 

(2) repatriation of seamen. 

Adopted by the General Conference of the - of the League of 

Nations. 4617-25. 

Recommendations concerning— 

(1) the repatriation of masters and apprentices, and 

(2) the general principles for the inspection of the conditions 
of work of seamen. 

Adopted by the General Conference of the- of the League of 

Nations. 4626-29. 

INTERNMENT— 

Question re -- of Mohammad Safiq in Akora village. 3893-94. 

IRVING, MR. MILES— 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Consideration of clause 7. 3823-24, 3825. 

Oatli of Office. 2969. 

ISLAM— 

Question re promulgation of an Ordinance to stop scurrilous attacks 
on the Founder of-•. 3508. 

“ ISLES OF FEAR. 

Question re issue of a contradiction to the numerous allegations con¬ 
tained in Miss Mayo's hooks •'“Mother India ” and-. 4655-56. 


L195LA 
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ISMAIL KHAN, MR.— 

Election of -to the panel for the Advisory Publicity Committee. 

3556. 

Election of - to the panel for the Standing Committee for the 

Department of Education, Health and Lands. 3155. 

Election of-to the panel for the Standing Committee to advise on - 

subjects in the Department of Commerce. 332T. 

Question re — 

Allowing of doolies on the various platforms at Delhi Junction. 
3709. 

Appointment of a Commission to inquire into the working of the 
Muslim University at Aligarh. 3413-14. 

Collection of taxes in cantonments. 3307-08. 

Construction of the Rajghat-Jehangirabad and Bulandshahr Branch 
Railway. 3307. 

Cutting of trees in Cantonments. 3307. 

Provision of a refreshment room at Meerut Cantonment Station. 
3709. 

Provision of benches marked for Europeans only in Meerut, Can¬ 
tonment station. 3709-10. 

Recommendations of the Skeen Committee. 3308. 

Running of first and second class carriages with lavatories on trains 
between Meerut City and Khurja Junction. 3414. 

Serious complaints made by the Mercantile Community of Meerut 
against the station master of Meerut City station. 3307. 

ISWAR SARAN, MUNSHI— 

Appointment of-to the Library Committee. 4242. 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to pass. 4600-03. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of . India Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3771-75. 

Consideration of clause 8. 3852-53. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 4446-49. 

Oath of Office. 3117. 

Question (Supplementary) re Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India 
4547. 

Resolution re Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian 
Army. 4249-53. 

IYENGAR, MR, A. RANGASWAMI— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4460-62, 4467, 4482, 4483. 

Consideration of clause 2. 4497-98, 4516, 4517. 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill_- 

Motion to consider. 3232. 

Consideration of clause 2. 326.0. 
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IYENGAR, MR. A. RANGASWAMI —con id. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3750-53. 

Consideration of clause 7. 3814-16, 3817. 

Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of section 59)— 
Motion for leave to introduce. 3973. 

Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 4120-22, 4126, 4129, 4130, 
4134, 4135. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to pass. 4117, 4118. 

Motion for Adjournment re appointment of an adequate number of 
Indian representatives on the Royal Commission to consider the 
- federation of Kenya and other East and Central African Colonies. 
3101, 3104-06. 

Motion for Adjournment re representation of Indians on the Royal 
Commission to consider the federation of Kenya and other East 
and Central African Colonies. 3029-30. 

Motion for Adjournment re serious situation in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway Workshops at Kharagpur. 4392. 

Motion for election of a panel for the Standing Committee of the 
Department of Industries and Labour. 3072, 3074. 

Motion re appointment of a Committee to consider the question of 
residence and accommodation for Members of the Indian 
Legislature. 3970, 3971, 3972. 

Motion re relief for sufferers from floods in Gujarat and parts of 
Orissa and Sind. 3031-33. 

Question rc — 

Constitution of a Central Road Fund and a Central Road Board. 
3617. 

Construction and development of light railways or tramwavs. 
3617. 

Functions of the Bureau of Public Infoi-mation in connection with 
the views and policies of Government. 4651. 

Purchase by Government of the works of the Peninsular Locomo- 
' tive Company. 2973-76. 

Recommendations of the Joint Parliamentary Committee regarding 
land revenue settlement and land assessments. 3615-17. 

Recommendations of the Taxation Enquiry Committee regarding 
land revenues. 361S. 

Removal of the capital of the United Provinces from Allahabad to 
Lucknow. 3620-21. 

Reports of the Director of Wagon Interchange. 2972-73. 

Resumption of the direct telegraph line from Delhi-Simla to 
Lucknow during the Legislative session. 3621-22. 

The Metiur Reservoir Scheme. 2619-20. 
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IYENGAR, MR, A. RANGASWAMI— contd. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Appointment of a Committee of the Government of India to con¬ 
sider the question of Reforms and the Statutory Commission. 
2996. 

Cancellation of the passport granted to Mr. Saklahwala, M. P. 4532, 
4533. 

Chaotic condition of the account books in the Central Publication 
Branch, Calcutta. 4562. 

Contributions by Government servants to the Khadi Fund. 3410, 
3411. 

Curtailment of the stay of the Government of India in Simla, etc. 
2994. 

Defective construction of the Council Chambers at New Delhi. 
2972. 

Detention of State prisoners under the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1925. 4299, 4300. 

Exclusion of the Forward from Burma. 3141, 3142. 

Extradition proceedings against Sardar Diwan Singh, Editor of 
the Riyasat, of Delhi. 3703. 

Loan to the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. 3524. 

Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India 4545, 4546. 

Number of Indian and European officers in the Royal Indian Marine. 
4557, 4558. 

Payment by the Indian Exchequer of the salaries of British officers 
formerly employed on staff duties in India on their return to 
England. 3374. 

Personnel of the Indian Delegation to the League of Nations. 3273. 

Publication of the Report of the Sub-Committee of the Skeen Com¬ 
mittee. 3696, 3697. 

Rates of military expenditure to Central Revenues. 3200. 

Recommendations of the Lee Commission about the Indian Medical 
Service. 3398. 

Report of the Feetham Commission regarding Local Government in 
Kenya. 3990, 

Reservation of the rest-house at Mandapam. on the South Indian 
Railway for Europeans .and Americans. 3205-06. 

Retirement of European Government officials on proportionate pen¬ 
sions. 3144. 

Skeen Committee’s Report. 3199. 

Statement issued by Mr. Subash Chandra Bose in reply to Lord 
Winterton’s charge. 3203. 

Trial for sedition of certain Indian residents of Shanghai. 3140. 

Workmen of the Eastern Bengal Railway and membership of 
Labour Unions. 2999, 3000. 
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IYENGAR, MR. A. RANGASWAMI— concld. 

Resolution re censorship of Cinematograph Films. 4371-72. 

Volunteer Police Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3372. 

IYENGAR, MR. S. SRINIVASA— 

Aden Civil and Criminal Justice (High Court Jurisdiction Amend¬ 
ment) Bill— 

Consideration of clause 4. 4615. 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3938-40. 

Motion to consider. 4492-95. 

Motion to pass. 4604. 

Demand for Supplementary grant in respect of “ Civil Works ”. 
3978. 

Discussion re answering of questions in the vernacular. 3979-80. 
3980-81. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Consideration of clause 8. 3853-55. 

Motion to adjourn debate. 3906. 

Protest against the decision of Government not to proceed with the 
-at present. 4180-81. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 4432-38. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Discussion as to whether Mr. K. C. Neogy’s motion to circulate was 
in order. 4011. 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4113. 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the withdrawal during the August- 
September session of the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of 
India Bill. 4286-88. 

Resolution rc Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian 
Army. 3480-3486. 

Volunteer Police Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 4171-73. 


J 

JAI CIIAND— 

Question rc discharge of -. Sub-Way Inspector, North-Western 

Railway. 3902-3903. 

JALPAIGURI POSTAL DIVISION— 


Question rc — 

High death rate among postal officials in the-. 4321. 

Increase of the leave reserve for the-. 4322. 

Safeguarding of the lives of postal officials employed in the 
4321-22. 
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JAMALPTJR— 

Question re fatal accident at tlie level crossing in -, Bast Indian 

Railway. 3630-31. 

JAMALPTJR WORKSHOP (S)— 

Question re — 

Case of Mr. Taragati Banerjee, late an apprentice in the -. 

3128-29. 

Differential treatment of Indian apprentices in the -. 3129- 

30. 

Provision of quarters for Indian apprentices of the'-. 3129. 

Training of apprentices in steel smelting in the —-. 3128. 

Training of Indians in drawing in the ——. 3129. 

JAMNADAS, SETH— 

Question re — 

Accounts of income-tax assessees. 3551-52. 

Amount of court-fees levied in the ease of income-tax appeals. 3550- 
51. 

Exemption from assessment to income-tax or super-tax of the pro¬ 
fits of trading set apart for charitable or religious purposes. 
3549. 

Exemption from income-tax of income realized from the sale of 
lac. 3550. 

Grant of relief to the family of the late Mr. Mad an Gopal, a postal 
employee in the Central Provinces. 3552-53. 

Income-tax appeals. 3551. 

Instructions to Income-tax officers to collect a certain amount of 
income-tax from his circle. 3550. 

Recommendations of the Joint Parliamentary Committee regard¬ 
ing the revision of land-revenue assessment in the various Pro¬ 
vinces. 3553. 

Reconstruction of the bridge on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
in the District of Jubhulpore. 3553-54. 

Refund of court-fees where appeals are allowed by the Assistant 
Commissioner of Income-tax. 3551. 

Remission of the income-tax on Nazarana realized by landlords from 
their tenants. 3550. 

JAUNPUR— 

Question re preservation of the mosques of the Sharqi Kings at-. 

4534. 

JAYAKAR, MR. M. R.— 

Code of Civil Procedure (Second Appeals) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3354-58. 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion 1o refer to Select Committee. 3961-64. 

Consideration of clause 3. 4587-89. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


135 


JAYAKAR, MU. M. R.— contd. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 
Consideration of clause 7. 3817-18. 


Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 4422-26. 

Motion to circulate. 4443. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3189-3191, 3192. 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the withdrawal during the August- 
September Session of the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of 
India Bill. 4283-84. 

Question re — 

Admission of Indians for training to Royal Naval Establishments 
and Colonial Training Establishments. 4556-57. 

Casual leave of sorters of the Railway Mail Service. 3527-28. 

Cessation of the annual contribution to the British Government 
on the starting of the Indian Navy. 4558. 

Discontinuance of the practice of making Readers in the Bombay 
City Post Offices sign as escorts to postmen. 3526. 

Expenditure incurred by the Self-Governing Dominions on naval 
establishment. 4556. 

Grading of certain sorting postmen at the Poona Head Office as 
sorting clerks. 3526. 

Grievances of Branch Postmasters. 3526. 

Inadequacy of the staff of sorters and clerks attacked to the Bombay 
Record Office of the Railway Mail Service. 3527. 

Number of Indian and European officers in the Royal Indian 
Marine. 4557-58. 

Refusal to grant casual leave to a delegate from the Bombay Re¬ 
cord Office to attend meetings of the All-India Post Office and 
Railway Mail Service Conference. 3528. 

Revision of the pay of postmen, overseers, Branch Postmasters, etc. 
3526. 


Question (Supplementary) re — 

Functions of the Bureau of Public Information in connection with 
the views and policies of Government. 4650. 

Issue of a contradiction to the numerous allegations contained in 
Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India ” and “ Isles of Fear . 4656. 

Miss Mayo’s hook “ Mother India 4547. 


Proposed India House. London. 3/94, 3/95. 

Recommendations of the Dee Commission about the Indian Medical 
Service. 3396. 


Selection of candidates for permanent Commissions in the Indian 
Medical Service. 3805. 
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JEDDAH— 

Question re — 

Arrangements for the security of Indian pilgrims between -- 

and Mecca. 3314. 

Cost of return tickets to-. 3520. 

JESSORE— 

Question re construction of a railway from Rajbari via Kumarkhali 
to-. 3632. 

JHANSI— * 

Question re — 

Closing of the city booking office at -. 3020-21. 

Establishment of a local Advisory Committee for the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway at -. 4644. 

Period of mid-day rest in the workshops at-. 3020. 

Posting of orders and circulars on notice boards in the railway 
workshops at-. 3017. 

Supply of water near the goods shed at-. 3019. 

JHANSI CITY— 

Question re opening of a. hospital for railway servants in-. 3016. 

JHANSI-MANIKPUR SECTION— 

Question re wire fencing of the railway line in the-. 3019. 

JHANSI STATION— 

Question rc goods shed accommodation at-. 3018-19. 

JHARIA— 

Question re depths of coal mines in the-and Raneegunj coal fields. 

, 3292. 

JINNAH, MR. M. A.— 

■' ' Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3932-33, 3945.' 

Motion to consider. 4482, 4483. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Consideration of clause 8. 3853. 

Motion to adjourn debate. 3906. 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the withdrawal during the August- 
September session of the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of 
India Bill. 4282-83, 4286. 

Question (Supplementary) rc— 

Appointment of a Commission to investigate the possibility of feder¬ 
ating the British Central and East African Colonies." 3595. 

Publication of the Report of the Sub-Committee of the Indian Sand¬ 
hurst Committee which visited Europe and America. 3516, 3517. 

Resolution rc Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian 
Army. 34S7, 4260-69, 4270, 4271. 
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JOGIAH, MR. VARAHAGIRI VENKATA— 

Code of Civil Procedure (Second Appeals) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3362-63. 

Gold Standard and .Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Consideration of clause 7. 3840-41. 

Motion for Adjournment re serious situation in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway Workshops at Kharagpur. 4386-87. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of 
the Department of Industries and Labour. 3075. 

Question re — 

Grant of house rent to postal officials in certain places in the Madras 
Presidency. 3992. 

Grant of house rent to postmen and menials. 3992. 

Memorial of the staff of tbe Government Telegraph Office at Viza- 
gapatam. 3993. 

Pay of graduates in Post Offices and the Railway Mail Service. 
3992. 

Questionnaire of the International Labour Conference relating to 
minimum wages, etc. 3724-25. 

Refusal of landlords to repair houses leased to the Postal Department 
in the Madras Presidency. 3992-93. 

Revised scales of pay for postal clerks, etc. 3991-92. 

Safety of the railway bi'idge at Rajahmundry. 3725. 

Stoppage of mail trains of the Bengal Nagpur Railway at Sompeta 
in the Ganjam District. 4218. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Discharge of old workmen of the workshops at Kharagpur. 4049. 

Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India ”. 4643. 

Retrenchment by the Bengal Nagpur Railway of workmen employed 
in the workshops at Kharagpur. 4047. 

JOINT ELECTORATES— 

• Question re recommendations of the Delhi Conference regarding-. 

3198-99. 

JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE— 

Question re — 

Recommendations of llie-regarding land-revenue setilement and 

land assessments. 3615-17. 

Recommendations of the-recording the revision of land-revenue 

assessment in the various Provinces. 3553. 

JOISTS— 

Question rc rebates offered by heavy steel manufacturers of the United 
Kingdom on - and other materials. 4657. 

JOSHI, MR. N. M.— 

Assam Labour and Emigration (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider as passed by the Council of State. 4617. 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Consideration of clause 2. 3261-62. 
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•JOSHI, MR. N. M.— contd. 

Election of - to the panel of the Standing Committee to advise 

on subjects in the Department of Industries and Labour. 3327. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3585. 

Motion to circulate. 3653, 3656. 

Consideration of clause 7. 3836-38. 

Indian Emigration (Amendment) Bill— 

Consideration of clause 2. 4356, 4357, 4358. 

Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 4134-35. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3171-79. 

Motion for Adjournment re representation of Indians on the Royal 
Commission to consider the federation of Kenya and other East 
and Central African Colonies. 3028. 

Motion for Adjournment re retrenchment by the Bengal Nagpur Rail¬ 
way of workmen employed at Kharagpur. 4060. 

Motion for Adjournment re serious situation in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway workshops at Kharagpur. 4381-85, 4392. 

Motion re the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of the 
Department of Industries and Labour. 3075-76. 

Question re — 

Accidents in mines due to workmen sleeping in dangerous places. 
3521-22. 

Amount of casual leave granted to telegraphists in Bombay City. 
3216. 

Annual administration reports of the Ordnance and Clothing Facto¬ 
ries. 4549. 

Appointment of Chief Clerks in Ordnance Factories. 4552. 

Average wages paid to persons employed in Indian and British 
mines. 3523. 

Casual leave of telegraphists. 3216. 

Charge of full fare to railway servants failing to get their passes 
initialled. 3019. 

'Closing of the city booking office at Jliansi. 3020-21. 
Consumption of opium in India. 30(15-16. 

Contract with the employees of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
not to engage in private work on Sundays and holidays. 3017. 

Contractor for porters at the Delhi rail-wav station. 3316. 

Counting towards pension of temporary service rendered by tem¬ 
porary employees of the Public Work Department v T ho arc subse¬ 
quently made permanent. 4554-55. 

Creation of posts of Personal Assistants to Chief Officers of Ord¬ 
nance Factories. 4552. 
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JOSHI, MR. N. M.— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Discharge of old workmen of the workshops at Kharagpur. 4049. 

Discharge of twelve clerks by the Locomotive Auditor at Kharag¬ 
pur, Bengal Nagpur Railway. 4050. 

Employment of approved types of coal-cutting machines in mines. 

3212- 13. 

Establishment of a provident fund for, and grant, of gratuities to, 
temporary and extra temporary staff employed in the Ordnance 
and Clothing Factories. 4550. 

Establishment of Ordnance and Clothing Factories. 4550. 
Expenditure incurred by (he Bengal Nagpur Railway on superior 
officers and subordinates supervising staff. 4048-49. 

Final Report of the World Economic Conference held in Geneva 
during May 1927. 3919-20. 

Firing by certain European and Anglo-Indian employees of the 
Burma Oil Company on Indian workers in Madras in May 1927. 

3213- 14. 

Furnishing of statistics about unemployment in India to the Inter¬ 
national Labour Office, etc. 3217-18. 

Goods shed accommodation at Jhansi station. 3018-19. 

Grant of allowances to the officers and clerks of the Telegraph Office, 
Simla, moving with the Government of India between Simla and 
Delhi. 4238-4239 

Grant of compensation to the heirs of Rolla Singh, motor van driver, 

killed in the Calcutta riots. 3014-15. 

» » 

Grant of house rent to Wharfingers and Assistant Wharfingers in 

Bombay. 3919. 

Grant of increased pay and house rent to Wharfingers and Assistant 
Wharfingers in Bombay'. 3919. 

Grant of overtime to all the clerical establishment in Ordnance 
Factories. 4554. 

Grievances of employees of the Government of India Presses. 4573. 
Honrs of work and Weekly rest day of railway' employees. 3218-19. 
Indian guards and drivers employed on the main line of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. 3017. 

Indianization of the superior services. 3014. 

Introduction of the Fundamental Leave Rules on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 3018. 

Lists of establishments of Indian Ordnance Factories. 4549-50. 

Medical certificates of employees of the Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
way. 3017-18. 

Memorial from the emplovees of the Government of India Press, 
Calcutta. 4573. 

Minimum age of employment as stokers and trimmers, etc. 3219- 

20 . 
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JOSHI, MR. N. M.— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India 4642. 

Non-employuient on Saturdays of workers on daily 'wages in railway 
workshops. 3016-17. 

Number of Indian guards and drivers on passenger trains on the 
main line of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 4050. 

Number of Indians employed as wireless operators. 3214. 

Number of railway employees discharged after periodical medical 
examination during the year 1926. 4050. 

Number of students receiving training for General Sendee and 
Station Service in Government Telegraph Training classes. 3214. 

Opening of a hospital for railway servants in Jhansi city. 3016. 

Pay and yearly promotions of Preventive Officers and Wharfingers. 
3919. 

Penalties imposed on offenders contravening the Indian Mines Act, 
3522-23. 

Pension and provident fund for section clerks in Ordnance Factories. 
4553. 

Period of mid-day rest in the workshops at Jhansi. 3020. 

Periodical medical examination of railway employees. 3020. 

Position of the clerical establishment of the Ordnance and Clothing 
Factories. 4550-51. 

Posting of orders and circulars on notice boards in the railway work¬ 
shops at Jhansi. 3017. 

Prevention and control of underground fires in coal mines. 3210, 
3212. 

Prevention of accidents in mines. 3210-11. 

Prohibition of the use of other than “ permitted explosives ” in coal 
mines. 3212. 

Provident Fund for Government employees. 3215. 

Provision of quarters for clerks of Ordnance and Clothing Factories. 
4553-54. 

Purchase and sale of machines hy the Government of India Presses 
in Calcutta, Delhi and Simla. 4574. 

Rates i’or daily wage staff in workshops of the Bengal Nagpur Rail¬ 
way. 4049. 

Recruitment to the Royal Indian Navy. 3510. 

Reduction of the hours of work of the station commercial staff on 
the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 3020. 

Regulation by legislation of the hours of work of railway employees. 
321 9. 

Regulation of the storage and handling of explosives on the surface. 
3209-10. 

Removal o? delivery Post Offices in Bombay to distant corners of their 
delivery areas. 3117-18. 
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JOSHI, MR. N. M.— contd. 

Question re— concld. 

Result of tlie enquiry into tlie grievances of ‘Wharfingers and Assist¬ 
ant Wharfingers. 3919. 

Retrenchment by the Bengal Nagpur Railway of workmen employed 
in the workshops at Kharagpur. 4044-48. 

Retrenchment in railway workshops and closing of cotton textile 
factories and mines. 3216-47. 

Revised scale of pay for some classes of the subordinate establishment 
in Ordnance Factories. 4552-53. 

Revision of the pension and leave rules of inferior servants of the 
Government of India. 3215. 

Sale of waste paper by the Government of India Presses in Calcutta, 
Delhi and Simla. 4574. 

Selection of students for the Government training class for wireless 
operators in Calcutta. 3215-16. 

Sick leave pay of Europeans and Indians on Railways. 3018. 
Supply of water near the goods shed at Jhansi. 3019. 

Temporary employees in Ordnance and Clothing Factories. 4550. 
Termination of agreements with Anglo-Indian schools for conducting 
Telegraph Training classes. 3215. 

Throwing open of certain gazetted appointments to the clerical 
establishment of Ordnance and Clothing Factories. 4551-52. 

Use of safety lamps in mines. 3212. 

Wire fencing of the railway line in the Jhansi-Manikpur section. 
3019. 

Working hours of clerks in Ordnance Factories. 4554. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Appointment of a European as Junior Inspector of Mines. 3290. 
Assam Bengal Railway Cottage Hospital at Chittagong. 3136. 
Cancellation of the passport granted to Mr. Saklatwala, M.P. 4533. 
Defective construction of the Council Chamber at New Delhi. 2972. 

-Number of lascars and firemen shipped at each major port in India 
during the last three years. 3863. 

Recommendations and conventions on unemployment adopted by the 
International Labour Conferences. 2990. 

Remission or reduction of the charges for. the use of archaeological 
material by various classes of students. 3S72. 

Retrenchment on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 4198. 

Selection of candidates for permanent Commissions in the Indian 
Medical Service. 3805. 

Suppression of the traffic in women and children. 29S6. 

Unemployment among Indian deck, saloon and engine-room crews. 
3864. 
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JOSHI, MB. N. M.— conoid. 

Besolution re — 

Draft convention and recommendation of the International Labour 
Conference regarding tlie inspection of emigrants on boardship, 
etc. 3998. 

Pensions of the employees of the Telegraph Department. 4660-62, 
4663, 4664. 

Eatification of the draft conventions concerning (1) Seamen’s articles 
of agreement, and (2) repatriation of seamen. 4619-22, 4623. 
Recommendations concerning— 

(1) the repatriation of masters and apprentices, and 

(2) the general principles for the inspection of the conditions of . 
work of seamen. 4627-28. 

JUBBULPORE DISTRICT— 

Question re reconstruction of the bridge on the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway in the-, etc. 3553-54. 

JUDGE(S)— ' 

Question re — 

Appointment of temporary-- in High Courts. 3419. 

Grant of free medical attendance to European-of the Indian: 

High Courts. 3395-96. 

Number of Indian -of High Courts. 3321. 

JUDICIAL AND EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONS— 

Question re separation of-. 3603-3604. 

JUNIOR INSPECTOR OF MINES— 

Question re appointment of a European as-. 3289-90. 

JUNIOR INSTRUCTOR, LYALLPUR— 

Question re selection of a Hindu for the post of-, North-Western- 

Railway. 4225. 

JUTE— 

Question re evidence of Colonel Malcolm, Chairman of the London-- 

Association, before the’ Royal Commission on Agriculture regard¬ 
ing the deterioration of-. 3802-03. 

K 


KALKA-SIMLA RAILWAY— 

See under “ Railway (s) 

KALYAN SECTION— 

Question re severe penalties inflicted on the members of the Transporta¬ 
tion staff, Igatpuri, by Mr. Bruce Joy, Divisional Superintendent, 
-. 3416-17. 

KANARESB INSCRIPTIONS— 

Question re -. 3379-80. 

KANDTJKTJR— 

Question rc hour of despatch of section mails at 


■. 2993. 
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KANTHALPARA— 

Question re proposed demolition of the historic house of the late poet 

Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, at --, Naihati, Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 3142-43. 

KARACHI— 

Question re — 

Admission of masters of home-trading ships into the pilot service at 

Madras, Chittagong, Bombay, -, Aden and Rangoon. 3907. 

Coastal service maintained by the British India Steam Navigation 

Company between Bombay and -. 2984-2986. 

Grant of the - local allowance to civilian clerks employed in 

various Military Departments in-. 3735-36. 

Mosque in the Pilgrims Camp, -. 3326. 

Provision of quarters, or grant of a house rent allowance in lien, 
thereof, to the employees of the Railway Commercial Department 

at Bombay,-and Poona. 3318. 

Qualifications of candidates for the Pilot Service at-. 3908. 

KARNAPRAY AG— 

Question re construction of a railway from Rishikesh to -. 2997. 

KARNATAK— 

Question re — 

Establishment of an Epigraphie office in a central place in the 
British --. 3381. 

Memorial relating to the construction of sanctioned and new lines in 
the -. 3539-40. 

KARTAR SINGH, SARDAR— 

Question re nominations to the Indian Civil Service since 1922. 3629- 

30. 

KASAULI CANTONMENT— 

Question rc increase of the water-tax in the-. 3005-06. 

KASISWAR LALA, BABU— 

Question rc i*etransfer to the Railway Mail Service, S. Division, of-, 

etc. 3647-48. 

KATAKHAT LAL BAZAR RAILWAY— 

Sec under “ Railway (s) ”. 

KATNI— 

Question rc employment of A-grade station masters at Sutna and- 

on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 3300. 

KEANE, MR. M.— 

Volunteer Police Bill—- 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 4173-7G. 

IvELKAR. MR. N. C.— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4351-54. 4155. 

Consideration of clause 2. 3200. 
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EELKAR, MR. N. G.—contd. 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion, to consider. 4462-65. 

Consideration of clause 2. 4515. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motions to consider and recirculate. 3684. 

Motion to consider. 3753-3757. • • 

Consideration of clause 7. 3825-27, 3832-36. 

Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 4127-29. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of tlie 
Commerce Department. 3084-86. 


Question re — 

Abolition as separate units of the offices of the District Controllers of 
[Military Accounts at Mhow, Peshawar, Bangalore and Calcutta. 
3712. ■ 

Abolition of the posts of three Indian sub-assistant station masters 
at Poona. 3318. 


Abolition of the Provincial Services on Railways. 3283. 

Admission of Makars to other platoons consequent on tlie disband¬ 
ment of the Makar Battalion. 3278. 

Aggregate tonnage of coal consumed by tke major Indian Railways. 
3609. 


Allocation of expenditure between passenger and goods working. 
3287. 


Amount of capital outlay so far made bj r the proposed railway 
colliery in tke Talchur field and in Religari-dari. 3610. 
Appointment in tke selection grade of tke Bombay General Post 
Office of tke two Inspectors of the Foreign Mail Division. 3452- 
53, 


Appointment of Indians as Chairmen of Port Trusts. 3588, 3591. 

Assistant officer of the Rangoon Port Trusts. 3588-3589, 3591. 

Average price per ton of coal purchased for the Railways. 3610. 

Catering arrangements on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 
3287-88. 

Catering by Messrs. Brandon and Company on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 3287. 

Chemical analysis of paper. 3320-21. 

Coal for the major Indian Railways. 3609. 

Communal representation in the Public Services under the Govern¬ 
ments of Madras, Bombay and the United Provinces. 3278-79. 

Construction by the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway of 
special engines to suit the consumption of second class coal. 3609- 
3610. 

Construction of a railway from Telcgaon to Muncher in the Poona 
District. 3716. 

Construction of cheaper agricultural lines of Railways. 3285. 
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KELKAR, MR. N. Q.—oontd. 

Question re — contd. 

Cost of altering the existing fixed structures on the 5-6 gauge rail¬ 
ways. 3282-3283. 

Cost of the establishment of the Mining Engineer, (Railways). 3282. 
Disbandment of the special company of Mahratta Brahmins raised 
during the Great War. 3278. 

Duty on steel work for the electrification of the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway and the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 
3533. 

Educational facilities for the children of railway employees. 3284. 
Electrification of Railways. 3610. 

Expenditure by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway on advertise¬ 
ments in Great Britain. 3532. 

Expenditure on the purchase of underframe for State Railways. 
3533. 

Grant of a holiday on the Hindu New Year’s day to the Hindu 
employees in the Ammunition Factory at Kirkee. 3319. 

Grant of a time-scale to the employees of the Commercial Depart¬ 
ment of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 3318. 

Grant of holidays to the staff of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 
3318. 

Grant of house rent allowance to the clerks of the Military Accounts 
Department in Poona. 3712-13. 

Grant of overseas pay to officei-s of non-Asiatic domicile in the employ 
of Port Trusts, etc. 3589-3590, 3591. 

Grant of privilege and casual leave to the employees of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. 3317. 

Grant of privilege leave to the establishment of the Military Accounts 
Department. 3713-15. 

Grievances of the subordinate staff of the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway. 3317. 

Gross revenue, tonnage handled and the mileage open to traffic in 
respect of Railways for the years 1922-23 and 1926-27, Tespectivelv. 
3530-31. 

Haulage charges for postal vans. 3281. 

Hours of work of employees of State Railways. 3317. 

Increase in the number of Indian 'members of Port Trusts. 3588, 

3591. 

Indianization of the superior services under the various Port Trusts. 

3592. 

Information relating to the Imperial Bank of India. 3528-29. 
Introduction of all steel coaches on the South Indian Railway. 3282. 
Issue of free passes on various State Railways. 3535. 

Levy of a protective duty on paper. 3319-20. 

Location of an office of Controller of Printing Accounts at Secunder¬ 
abad. 3712. 

Method of writing down stores balances of Railways. 3529. 

Names of firms entrusted with important railwav works. 3285- 

86 . 

Number of Indian residents in China. 3275. 

L195LAA 
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KSLKAR, ME. N. C.—contd. 

Question, re — contd. 

Number of new recruits in tbe loco. Engineering Services of State 
Railways. 3532. 

Number of officers drawing Rs. 500 and over in tbe service of State 
Railways, including tbe Railway Board. 3531-32. 

Number of passengers detected travelling wit-bout tickets on Railways 
during 1925-26. 3287. 

Number of sovereigns received by tbe Controller of Currency since 
tbe demonetisation of tbe sovereign in March 1927. 3528. 

Omission of tbe Sor Colliery from tbe statement of railway col¬ 
lieries acquired from time to time. 3281. 

Pay of Income-tax officers, Examiners and Inspectors in Bombay and 
tbe Mofussil. 3277. 

Pay of Income-tax officers, Examiners, etc., in tbe different Pro¬ 
vinces. 3275-76. 

Proposed transfer of tbe major ports to tbe control of tbe Central 
Government. 3587-88. 

Protective duty on imported paper. 3319. 

Provision of quarters, or grant of a bouse rent allowance in lieu 
thereof, to tbe employees of the Railway Commercial Department 
at Bombay, Karachi and Poona. 3318. 

Purchase of stores by Port Trusts. 3592. 

Purchase of stores for State Railways. 3530. 

Rate of exchange and sale and purchase of gold, etc. 3279. 

Recruitment of Indians for the office of Controllers of Stores of the' 
various State Railways. 3529-30. 

Recruitment of Indians to tbe Superior Port Trust Services. 3590- 
91. 

Recruitment of the Superior Port Trust Services by tbe Public Ser¬ 
vice Commission. 3587-88. 

Reduction of stores balances (Railways). 3281. 

Reports of the Committee appointed to inquire into the working of 
the Staff Selection Board. 3282. 

Report regarding tbe working of tbe convention for the separation 
of Railway from General Finances. 3534. 

Reservation of first and sfecond class compartments from Howrah to 
stations on tbe East Indian Railway. 3283. 

Retirement after 25 years' service of Deputy Assistant Controllers 
of Military Accounts, Accountants and clerks. 3713. 

Return to India of Dr. and Mrs. Taraknath Das. 3280. 

Rules regarding catering on Railways. 3287, 3288. 

Segregation of Indian residents of Mombasa. 3280. 

Selection of Brahmins and Malirattas for the Bomba 3 r Presidency 
for military training. 3277. 

Short levy of import duty at Bombay. 3320. 

Sleeping accommodation for intermediate and third class passengers 
on Railways. 3283. . 
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3IELKAR, ME. N. C conoid. 

Question re — concld. 

Stipulation in railway contracts given to firms as regards the 
employment of Indians on the works in question. 3285. 

Superior posts in the Port Trusts held by Europeans, Anglo-Indians 
and Indians, etc. 3591. 

Surplus locomotives on the North-Western Kailway and other Rail¬ 
ways. 3284-85. 

Tax on Europeans and Asiatics in Kenya for educational purposes. 
3279-80. 

Throwing open of the meetings of Port Trusts to the Press and the 
public. 3591-92. 

Training of Indians in the Mechanical Department and Loco. Ser¬ 
vices of Railways. 3531. 

Use of coal raised in the colliery of one State Railway by another 
Railway. 3609. 

Withdrawal and suspension of increments of pay of clerks and 
accountants of the Military Accounts Department. 3713-15. 

Resolution re improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 3462- 
65. 

Societies Registration (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider the amendments made by the Council of State. 
4403-05. 

KENYA— 

Motion for Adjournment re appointment of an adequate number of 
Indian representatives on the Royal Commission to consider the 

federation of - and other East and Central African Colonies. 

3097-3115. 

Motion for Adjournment re representation of Indians on the Royal 

Commission to consider the federation of - and other East 

and Central African Colonies. 3026-31. 


Question re — 

Address delivered by Sir Edward Grigg to the Legislative Council 
0 f _—. 3989-91. 

Elected European majority in the Legislative Council of-. 3421. 

Policy of segregation between Europeans and Asiatics in -. 

3123-24. 

Poll-tax on Asiatics in-. 3313. 

Speech of Sir Edward Grigg in the Legislative Council of -. 


Tax on Europeans and Asiatics in - for educational purpose*. 

3279-SO. 


ICHADDAE — 

Question re prohibition against 
3907. 


Government servants wearing 


. etc. 


ICHADI— 

Resolution rc 


manufacture and sale of 


.. 4275-77, 4659. 
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TCHAD! FUND— 

Question re contribution by Government servants to tbe-. 3410-11. 

KHADI MOVEMENT— 

Question re Government policy in regard to tbe — —. 4530-4531. 

KHANDWA— 

Question re discontent among tbe railway station staff at-.. 3711- 

12 . 

KHANKHOJE, PROFESSOR— 

Question re — 

Grant of a passport to -to return to India. 3719. 

Grant of facilities to - to return to India. 3605-06. 

KBMRAGPUR- 

Motion for Adjournment re retrenchment by the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway of workmen employed at -. 4958-60. 

Moiion for Adjournment re serious situation! in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway workshops at-. 4325, 4377-99. 

Question re — 

I Assaults bj’ Europeans on Indian Workmen in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway workshops at-. 4632. 

Case instituted by Mr. Maclaren, a foreman in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway workshops at —— against Mewaram, a fitter. 4631-32. 

Discharge of 12 clerks by the Locomotive Auditor at -- Bengal 

Nagpur Railway. 4050. 

' Discharge of old workmen of the workshops at-. 4049. 

Refund to Babu Ratiranjan Sen Gupta, a signaller of the combined 

office at - of rent charged for quarters not occupied by him. 

3450-51. 

Retrenchment by the Bengal Nagpur Railway of workmen employed 
in the workshops at -. 4044-48. 

KHARAGPUR WORKSHOPS— 

Question re postponement of the discharge of workmen from the- 

until after the Puja holidays. 4230-31. 

KHIN MAUNG. U.—- 

Question re removal of the arsenal and fort on the slopes of the 
Shwedagon Pagoda at Rangoon. 4573. 

KHURJA JUNCTION— 

Question re running of first and second class carriages with lavatories 
on trains between Meerut City and -. 3414. 

KIDWAI, MR. RAFT AHMAD— 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Consideration of clause 2. 3262. 

Question re — 

Amount of allowance granted to the ministerial staff of the late 
Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway transferred from Lucknow to. 
DnWtta. 4538-39. 
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KTDWAI, MR. RAFI AHMAD— conid. 

Question re — contd. 

Approxim a te expenditure required for the location of the Railway 
vjlearing Mouse at Delhi and Lucknow, respectively. 4539. 

Cancellation of the passport of Mr. Saklatwala for India. 4541. 

Demolition of the office buildings of the late Oudh and Rohilkhand 
Railway in Lucknow. 4540. 

Employment of the staff of the late Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway 
as crewmen. 4539. 

Evening turn classes in the Commerce Department. 4567. 

Extension of the Lee concessions to railway officers not entitled to 
them. 4540-41. 

Officers in the superior services in the Commercial and Transporta¬ 
tion Departments of State Railways. 4541. 

Offices located in the old Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway buildings 
in Lucknow. 4539-40. 

Sale of material of the old railway station at Lucknow. 4540. 
KTXABHAI PREMCHAND, MR.— 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motions to consider and recircular. 3667-70. 3674. 3675. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4078-80. 

KING’S COMMISSIONED OFFICERS— 

Question re Indians appointed as -, etc. 4529. 

KING’S COMMISSION (S)— 

Question re — 

Grant of a larger number of -to Muhammadans. 3509. 

Grant of honorary - to Sub-Assistant Surgeons of the Indian 

Medical Department. 4219-20. 

Grant of-for the Indian Army Veterinary Service to qualified 

Indian M. R. C. V. S. men. 3408-09. 

Grant of - to Indians in the Indian Army Veterinary Corps. 

3428. 

Number of Biliaris granted -. etc. 3988-89. 

KIRK, MR. R. T. F.— 

Oath of Office. 2969. 

KIRKEE— 

Question re grant of a holiday on the Hindu New Year’s day to the 
Hindu employees in the Ammunition Factory at-. 3319. 

KTUL JUNCTION— 

Question re arrival of the 53-Up Passenger at-on the East Indian 

Railway. 3024. 

KODARJIA— 

Question re stoppage of the Bombay Mail at 


. 3536-37. 



350 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


KOHAT— 

Question re educational grant to the Bharati School Committee of the 

Hindus of-for the construction of their High School. 3004- 

05. 

KOILWAR— 

Question ’re alleged shortage of stores on the Sone Bridge at -on 

the East Indian Railway. 3412. 

KONAR RIVER— 

Question re contributions made by the District Board of Hazaribagh 
towards the cost of the construction of the Joint Railway and 
District Board Bridge over the -. 4316. 

KOTAGIRI— 

Question re case of Mr. A. Krishnier, postal clerk,-. 3433. 

KRISHNIER, MR. A.— 

Question re case of-Postal Clerk, Kotagiri. 3433. 

KUMARKHALI— 

Question re construction of a railway from Raj bar i via -to Jessore. 

3632. 

KI T NRI— 

Question re discharge of Babu Kali Das Muklierjee, assistant station 
master, -, East Indian Railway. 3921-22. 

jfTUNZRU, PANDIT IIIRDAY NATH— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3941-43. 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3234. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ Civil Works 
3978, 3993-94. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Consideration of clause 7. 3841-42. 

Indian Forest Bill- 
Motion to consider. 4338. 

Indian Tai-iff (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 4129-31. 

Consideration of the Schedule. 4143, 4145-46. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yam Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3186-89, 3193. 

Motion to pass. 4117. 

Motion for Adjournment re appointment of an adequate number of 
Indian representatives on the Royal Commission to consider the 
federation of Kenya and other East and Central African Colonier 
3099, 3101-04, 3112, 3113. 

Question re — 

Appointment of a Commission to investigate the possibility of 
federating the British Central and East African Colonies. 3593- 
95. 
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KXFNZRU, PANDIT HIRDAY NATH— contd. 

Question re ■ — contd. 

Classification of Anglo-Indian and Indian employees of tlie East 
Indian Railway. 4646. 

Education of the children of railway employees. 3708-09. 

Establishment of a Local Advisory Committee for the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway at Jhansi. 4644. 

Function and duties of the officers of the Bureau of Public Informa¬ 
tion. 4649-50. 

Function of the Bureau of Public Information in connection with 
the views and policies of Govt. 4650-52. 

Indian representation on the East African Royal Commission. 4646- 
47. 

Issue of cheque passes on the North-Western Railway to Christian 
clergymen. 4645-46. 

Issue of occasion cheque passes to European and Anglo-Indian 
employees of the North-Western Railway. 4644-45. 

Issue of passes to Indian employees other than Indian Christians 
over the East Indian Railway during Christmas. 3703-07. 

Issue of rifles to the University Training Corps of the United Pro¬ 
vinces. 4653-54. 

Messing arrangements of members of the University Training Corps 
of the United Provinces while in camp. 4652-53. 

Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India ”. 4641-43. 

Oakgrove School, Mussoorie. 3707-08. 

Proportion of Lewis gunners in University Training Corps. 4654. 

Publication of the Report of the Sub-Committee of the Indian 
Sandhurst Committee which visited Europe and America. 3515- 
17. 

Report of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Committee. 3517-18. 

Report relating to educational facilities for the children of railway 
employees. 4643-44. 

Representation of the Secretary of State on the Commission ap¬ 
pointed to investigate the possibility of federating the British 
Central and East African Colonies. 3595-96. 

Status and prospects of members of the Bar appointed to Indian 
Civil Service posts. 4648-49. 

Stoppage of recruitment to the Local Traffic Service of State Rail¬ 
ways. 4647-48. 

Supply of rifles and practice ammunition to the University Training 
Corps in the United Provinces. 3518-19. 

Question (Supplementary) rc— 

Application of the recommendations of the Lee Commission to 
branches of Government Service not. directly dealt with by the 
Commission. 3395. 
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KUNZRU, PANDIT HIRDAY NATH —conoid. 

.Question (Supplementary) re — contd. 

Employment of Royal Engineer officers on State Railways. 3986- 
87. 

Employment of successful cadets of the training ship as apprentices 
by the Peninsular and Oriental Company. 3867. 

Experimental crew system on the East Indian Railway. 2970, 2971. 

Extradition proceedings against Sardar Diwan Singh, Editor of the 
Biyasat of Delhi. 3702. 

Foreword to the Indian Sandhurst Committee Report. 3120-21. 

Leave allowed to the members of the Indian Staff of the Imperial 
X-Ray Institute at Dehra Dun. 3208. 

Number of Indian and European officers in the Royal Indian Marine. 
4558. 

Personnel of the Indian Delegation to the League of Nations. 3273. 

, Publication of the Report of the Sub-Committee of the Skeen Com¬ 
mittee. 3697. 

Recruitment in England of ehargemen for State Railways. 3717- 
18. 

Removal of the capital of the United Provinces from Allahabad to 
Lucknow. 3620. 

Report of the Feetham Commission regarding Local Government in 
Kenya. 3990-91. 

Separation of Judicial and Executive functions. 3603-04. 

The proposed India House, London. 3795. 


L 


LABOUR— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the Begari on free - system on the East Indian 

Railway. 3542-43. 

Article in the monthly journal “ - ” of May 1927. 3726. 

Conditions of-in India. 2991. 


LABOURERS— 

Question re discharge of-from the workshop of the South Indian 

Railway at Trichinopoly. 4564. 

LABOUR UNIONS— 

Question re workmen of the Eastern Bengal Railway and membership 
of-2999-3000. 


LAC— 

Question re exemption from income-tax of income realized from the 
«ale of -. 3550. 

LADY HARDINGE HOSPITAL— 

Question rc charges to patients and their relatives by the 
4213-14. 


Delhi. 
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LADY HARD INGE MEDICAL COLLEGE— 

Question re — 

Appointment of qualified Indian ladies to the superior stair of the 
- and Hospital. 4213. 

Audit of the accounts of the - and Hospital by a Government 

Auditor. 4214. 

Employment of graduates of the-by the Countess of Dufferin's 

Fund. 4215. 

Employment of its graduate by the -. 4215. 

Employment of the Indian graduates of the-by the Countess of 

Dufferin’s Fund. 4216-17. 

Personnel of the present Governing Body of the -. 4212-13. 

Terms and tenure of appointments of the Principal and Bursar of 
the -and Hospital. 4214-35. 

LADY IRWIN SCHOOL— 

Question re fees charged by the-for girls in Simla. 3118-19. 

LA HIRE BABU MOHINI MOHAN— 

Question re allegations against - Superintendent, Railway Mail 

Service, S. Division. 3646-47 

LAHIRI CHAUDHURY, MR. D. K.— 

Election of-to the panel of the Standing Committee to advise on 

subjects in the Department of Commerce. 3327. 

Gold .Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3768-69. 

LAHORE— 

Question re — 

Contribution to the Aitchison College, -. 3306-07. 

Establishment of the Railway Clearing House at-, etc. 4538. 

Doss incurred by Government owing to the visit paid to — by 
certain Travelling Ticket Examiners of the North-Western Rail¬ 
way in June 1925. 3895-96. 

Stay of Miss Mayo, author of “ Mother India ”, as a guest of a 
Superintendent of the C. I. D. at -. 4641. 

LAJPAT RAI, LADA— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3930-32. 

Motion to consider. 4468, 4483. 

Consideration of clause 3. 4585. 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3232, 3234, 3236, 3242, 3244, 3245. 

Consideration of clause 2. 3249-57, 3261. 
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LAJPAT RAI, LALA— contd. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3761-66. 

Consideration of clause 7. 3829. 

Protest regarding the decision of Government not to proceed with 
the-at present. 4182. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee 4417-20. 

Motion to circulate. 4443, 4445. 

Motion for Adjournment re serious situation in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway Workshops at Kharagpur. 4387-88. 

Question re — 

Number of Indian and European officer in the Royal Indian Marine. 
4558. 

Recruitment in England of chargemen for State Railways. 3717, 
3718. 

Question (Supplementary) re— 

Devastation caused by the recent floods in India. 3625. 

Miss Mayo’s hook “ Mother India ”. 4545, 4546, 4547. 

The proposed India House, London. 3795. 

Resolution re — 

Censorship of Cinematograph Films.. 4362, 4368-71, 4373, 4374. 

Draft Convention and Recommendation of the International Labour 
Conference regarding inspection of emigrants on board ship, etc. 
4001-02, 4003. 

Improvement and expansion of hanking facilities. 3457-59. 

Volunteer Police Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3372, 4162-71. 

LAMB, MR. W. S.~ 

Election of-to the panel of the Standing Committee to advise on 

subjects in the Department of Industries and Labour. 3327. 

Indian Lighthouse Bill— 

Motion to pass. 4347-48. 

LAND— 

Question rc~ 

Distribution by the military authorities of - in the Nili Bar 

Colony. 3900-3901. 

Sale of plots of-round about the Mombassa Light House. 3324- 

25. 

LAND ASSESSMENTS— 

Question re recommendations of the Joint Parliamentary Committee 
regarding land-revenue settlement and — ; —. 3615-17. 

LANDLORD (S)— 

Question rc remission of the income-tax on Nazarana realised by- 

from their tenants. 3550. 
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LAND REVENUE (S)— 

Question re recommendation of the Taxation Enquire- Committee 
regarding -. 3618. 

LAND REVENUE ASSESSMENT— 

Question re recommendations of the Joint Parliamentary Committee 
regarding the revision of-in the various Provinces. 3553. 

LAND REVENUE LAW— 

Question re draft Berar-. 3606. 

LAND REVENUE SETTLEMENT— 

Question re recommendations of the Joint Parliamentary Committee 
regarding-and land assessments. 3615-17. 

LAND REVENUE SYSTEM— 

Question re --in Berar. 3606. 

LASCARS— 

Question re number of •- and firemen shipped at each major port 

in India during the last three years. 3863. 

LATRINE (S) — 

Question re — 

Provision of —— in railway carriages running between Pandharpur 
and Miraj. 3810. 

Provision of - in third class carriages on the Barsi Light Rail¬ 

way. 3810. 

LATU— 

Question re accident on the Assam Bengal Railway between Barlekha 
and -. 3511-12. 

LAVATORY (IES)— 

Question re running of first and second class carriages with - on 

trains between Meerut City and Khurja Junction. 3414. 

LEAD— 

Question re bindei-s for paint, zinc, -, etc., called for by the 

Director General of the India Stores Department, London. 3023. 

LEAGUE OF NATION(S)— 

Question re— 

Appointment of Indians in the Secretariat of the -. 2987-88. 

Different nationalities represented on the staff of the Secretariat 
of the-, etc 2988-89. 

Names of the nations represented in the -, and their respective 

contributions to the League. 3440. 

Personnel of the Indian Delegation to the -. 3273. 

Reports of the various committees of the Assembly of the ——. 
2986-87. 

Supply to the Health Organization Committee of the Assembly of 

the-of data regarding infant mortality, physical hygiene and 

•nutrition. 2989. 
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LEAVE— 

Question re — 

Amount of casual - granted to telegraphists in Bombay City. 

3216. 

Application of the orders regarding examination and study — 
to England and free passages, etc., to temporary officers of the 
Indian Medical Service. 3881. 

Casual-of sorters of the Railway Mail.Service. 3527-28. 

Casual- of telegraphists. 3216. 

Counting for increments of periods of service spent on -with¬ 

out pay. 3888. 

Grant of - on medical Certificate to non-gazetted Government 

servants. 3636-37. 

Grant of-on medical certificate to the employees of the Railway 

Mail Service, T. Division, Triehinopoly. 3637. 

Grant of privilege and casual-to employees of the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 3317. 

Grant of privilege - to the establishment of the Military 
Accounts Department. 3713-15. . . 

-allowed to members of the Indian Staff of the Imperial X-Ray 

Institute at Dehra Dun. 3207-08. 

-of inferior servants of the Central Government. 3887-88. • 

Privilege-of postmen. 4315. 

Refusal to grant casual --to a delegate from the Bombay Recor 

Office to attend meetings of the All-India Post Office and B, JVL. fc>. 
Conference. 3528. 


LEAVE RESERVE— 

Question re — 

Increase of the- for the Jalpaiguri Postal Division. 4322. 

- for the clerical establishment of the Army Headquarters. 

4187-88. 

-of the lower grade staff of the Postal Department. 873 . 

LEAVE RESERVE CLERK(S)— . 

Question re -in the office of the Superintendent of Post Offices, 

Nilgiri Division. 3431. 

LEAVE RULES— 

. Question rc — 

- of the Assam Bengal Railway. 3137. ' ~ 

Revision of the pension and - of inferior servants ot the wo - 

eminent of India. 3215. 


LEE COMMISSION— 

Question rc .— . n e 

Application of the recommendations of the to Brancnes 

Government Service not directly dealt with by the Commissi 
3395. 

Recommendations of the- about the Indian Medical Service. 


3396-98. 

Statement regarding the proposals of the 
Medical Service. 3540-41. 


in regard to the Indian 
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LEE CONCESSIONS— 

Question re — 

Extension of the - to covenanted subordinates in Railways. 

8903-04. 

Extension of the - to railway officers not entitled to them. 

4540-41. 

LEGISLATION— 

Question re— 

Convening of a sub-conference to consider questions affecting 
merchant shipping - in the Empire. 4543. 

Introduction of - for the prompt payment of wages. 3424. 

Introduction of-on the lines of the recent Merchandize Marks 

- in England. 3399. 

Regulation by - of the hours of work of railway employees. 

3219. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY — 

Address by His Excellency the Viceroy to Members of the Council of 
State and -. 3499-3502. 

Motion re privileges and status of Members of the-. 4665-69. 

Question re— 

Applicability of the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules to the 
President, Deputy President and other salaried officers of the 
-. 4208. 

Constituencies of the -. 4569-70. 

Meetings of the - and Council of State with the number of 

Resolutions and Bills passed during the last three Sessions. 
3732-33. 

Precedence of a Member of the -in Darbars. 3302. 

Representation of the - on the Board of Agriculture. 3382. 

Resolutions adopted by the - and the Council of State. 3146- 

51. 

Results of the last elections to the -. 3325. 

Separate establishment for the -. 2996. 

Use of stationery for Members of the -. 3541. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY CHAMBER— 

Question re— 

Defective condition of the roof of the-in New Delhi. 3226-27. 

Safety of the roof of the- in New Delhi. 3125-27. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL(S)—- 
Question rc— 

Address delivered bv Sir Edward Griga to the ICenva -. 3989- 

91. 

Elected European majority in the Kenya -. 3421. 

Eligibility of the Honourable Sir. Nichols-Roy for election to the 
Assam -. 3416. 
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL {S)—conM. 

Question re — contd. 

Inclusion of portions of non-Britisli territory in the Shillong General 
Urban constituency of the Assam -. 3415-16. 

Speech of Sir Edward Grigg in the Kenya --. 4526. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION— 

Question re resumption of the direct telegraph line from Delhi-Simla 
to Lucknow during the-. 3621-22. 

LEVEL CROSSING(S) — 

Question re provision of a new -- at Okara on the North-Western 

Railway. 3387-88, 3400. 

LEWIS GUNNERS— 

Question re proportion of - in University Training Corps. 4654. 

LIBRARY COMMITTEE— 

Appointment of Munshi Iswar Saran to the-. 4242. 

LICENSE FEES— 

Question re enhancement of the-payable by the Nonias (Luniyas) 

for the manufacture of crude saltpetre. 3413. 

LIFE INSURANCE FUNDS— 

Question re accounts of the Post Office-. 3310. 

LIGHTHOUSE ESTABLISHMENTS— 

Question re 1 strength, conditions of service, etc., of-- in Bengal, 

Madras and Bombay. 3024-25. 

LIGHT RAILWAYS— 

Question re construction and development of - or tramways. 

3617. 

LIQUOR— 

Question re Resolution on the subject of the prohibition of- 

4521, 4543-44. 

LIVE STOCK— 

Question re booking of motor cars and-from Digha Ghat, Bengal 

and North-Western Railway, across the river during the rains. 
4051. 

LOAN(S)— 

Question re -to the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. 3524-25. 

LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE— 

Question re — 

-for Railways. 3435-37. 

- of the Assam Bengal Railway at Chittagong. 3138-39. • 

See under “ Committee(s) 

LOCAI ALLOWANCE (S)— 

Question re — 

Grant of a - to the postmen of Simla. 4314-15. 

Grant of the Karachi - to civilian clerks employed in various 

Military Departments in Karachi. 3735-36. , . 

—-of clerks in the Head Post Offices in Ootacamund, etc. 3447- 

48. ' 
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LOCAL TRAFFIC SERVICE OFFICERS— 

Question re dissatisfaction of - with their position and prospects. 

3872-73. 

LOCOMOTIVE AUDITOR— 

Question re\ discharge of 12 clerks by the- at Kharagpur, Bengal 

Nagpur Railway. 4050. 

LOCOMOTIVE INDUSTRY— 

Question re enquiry into the -. 4559. 

LOCOMOTIVES— 

Question re — 

Manufacture of - in the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 

Railway Workshops at Ajmer. 4560. 

Purchase of -in the years 1920-21 to 1927-28. 4560. 

Surplus -on the North-Western Railways and other Railways. 

3284-85. 

LOCO ENGINEERING SERVICE (S)— 

Question re number of new recruits in the - of State Railways. 

3532. 

LOCO SERVICE— 

Question re training of Indians in the Mechanical Department and 
•- of Railways. 3531. 

LONDON— 

Question re — 

Amount of honorarium to be paid to the Architect of India House, 
-. 4232-33. 

- “ Daily News ” Coal Mission Report. 3152. 

Tenders for paint, zinc, lead, etc., called for by the Director 
General of the India Stores Department, --. 3023. 

The proposed India House, ——. 3793-96. 

LONDON JUTE ASSOCIATION— 

Question re evidence of Colonel Malcolm, Chairman of the - 

before the Royal Commission on Agriculture regarding the 
deterioration of jute. 3802-03. 

LOWER ASSAM DIVISION— 

Question re death of Babu Dinesh Chandra Bannerjee, Sub-Post¬ 
master, Borjuli, in the -. 3443-44. 

LOWER DIVISION SCALE— 

Question re abolition of the - in the Office of the Accountant 

General, Posts and Telegraphs. 3639-40. 

LUCKNOW— 

Question re — 

Amount of allowance granted to the ministerial staff of the late 

Oudh and Rohilkhand Rnilwav transferred from-to Cnlcutta 

4538-39. 

Approximate expenditure required for the location of the Railway 
Clearing House at Delhi and-. respectively. 4539. 
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LUCKNOW— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Demolition of the office buildings of the late Oudh and Rohilkhand 
Railway in -. 4540. 

Offices located in the old Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway buildings 
at-. 4539-40. 

Removal of the Capital of the United Provinces from Allahabad 
to-. 3305, 3620-21. 

Resumption of the direct telegraph line from Delhi-Simla to - 

during the Legislative Session. 3621-22. 

Sale of materials of the old railway station at ——. ' ’4540. 

Transfer to-of the employees of the late Oudh and Rohilkhand 

Railway. 4184. 


LUGGAGE— 

Question re examination of the-of lady passengers by the Customs 

Officials at Viramgam. 3376. 

LUGGAGE PORTERS— 


Question re grievances of - at Howrah. 3542-43. 

LUNIYAS— 

Question re enhancement of the licence-fees payable by the Nonias 
(——) for the manufacture of crude saltpetre. 3413. 


LYALLPUR— 

Question re long hours of work of the carriage and wagon stall at 

- and some other stations of the North-Western Railway. 

3890. 


MACHINES— 


M 


Question re purchase and sale of - by the Government of India 

Presses in Calcutta, Delhi and Simla. 4574. 

MACKAY, MR. E. J.— 

Question re — 

Appointment of - as an Assistant Superintendent of the 

Archeological Survey. 3806-07. 

Terms of employment of-in the Archaeological Department. 

4565. 


htACLAREN, MR.— 

Question re case instituted by-, a foreman in the Bengal Nagpur 

Railway Workshops at Kharagpur against Mewaram. a fitter. 
4631-32. 


MAD AN GOPAL, MR.— 

Question re grant of relief to the family of the late ——, a Postal 
employee in the Central Provinces. 3552-53. 

MADRAS— 

Question re — 

Admission of masters of home-trading ships into the Pilot Service 
at -, Chittagong, Bombay, Karachi. Aden and Rangoon. 
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MADRAS— contd. , , 

Question re— contd .. 

Alleged use o? a time-expired pass by the Superintendent, Railway 

Mail Service, T. Division, for his journey froth - to 

: Triehihopbly. 4189-90. ' ' 

Firing by certain European and Anglo-Indian employees of the 
Burma Oil Company on Indian workers iii ’ ~ in May 1927. 

>' • '3213-14. - 

Number of deaths of postal employees for the last ten years in the 
specially unhealthy localities in the various Postal- Circles and 

. in the cities of Bombay, Calcutta and -. 3442. , 

Pay of clerks of the Railway Mail Service in the moffusil and city 
of-. 3021. 

Qualifications of candidates for the Pilot Service at -, 3908. 

Strength, conditions of service, etc., of lighthouse establishments in 
Bengal, - and Bombay. 3024-25. 

MADRAS AND SOUTHERN MAHRATTA RAILWAY— 

See under “ Railway (s).” 

MADRAS CENTRAL TELEGRAPH OFFICE— 

Question re insanitary condition of the -. 3402. 

MADRAS CIRCLE— 

Question re — 

Expansion of the Post Office building at Valparai in the -and 

construction of quarters for the clerks. 3448-49. 

Grant of compensatory allowances to officials of the Post Office 

employed in unhealthy localities in the -. 3886. 

Grant of compensatory allowances to postmen and the lower grade 
staff stationed in unhealthy localities in the -. 3447.. 

MADRAS FOREIGN MAIL SPECIAL— 

Question re the -. 3414. 

MADRAS PRESIDENCY— 

Question re — 

Grant of house rent to postal officials in certain places in the-. 

3992. 

Refusal of landlords to repair houses leased to the Postal Depart¬ 
ment in the -. 3992-93. 

MADURA DIVISION— 

Question re special bag despatched by the Superintendent, Railway 
Mail Service, T. Division, to Mr. Aslam, Superintendent, of Post 
Offices, -•. 3638-39. 

MAHABIRGHAT— 

Question re plying of the Bengal and North-Western Railway Steamer 
between - and Pahleztfgliat. 3434. 

MAHAPATRA, KHETRA MOHAN— 

Question re decision of the Privy Council in the ease of Gnnesh Lai 
vs. - . 3545. 


L195LA 



162 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 

MAHARAJ GUNG— . 

Question re proposed branch line of Bengal and North-Western Rail¬ 
way between- and Drauli. 4058. ■ - .! 

MAHAR(S)— ' 

Question re admission of - to other platoons, consequent on the 

disbandment of the-Battalion. 3278. 

MAHAR BATTALION— 

Question re admission of Mahars to other platoons, consequent on the 
disbandment of the-. 3278. 

MAIIENDRA SINGH— 

Question re case of-Extra Departmental Agent, Chairaiya. 3726, 

MAHARATTA(S)— . 

Question re — 

Number of Muhammadan and - teachers in the Government 

High School, Ajmer. 4185. 

Selection of Brahmins and - from the Bombay Presidency for 

military training. 3277. * 

MAHRATTA BRAHMINS— - ' - 

Question re disbandment of the special company of-raised during 

the Great War. 3278. 

MAIL(S)— •" . . - 

Question re — 

Conveyance of the English —— from Bombay to Calcutta by the 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 3412. ... 

Hour of despatch of section — : — at Kandultur. 2993. 

MA1LGUARD— 

Question re appointment of Yankataswamy, . postal mail overseer, 

Nellore Division, as a-in ihe Railway Mail Service, Trichino- 

poly. 4190-91. 

MAIL PEON— . '' " ’ 

Questioh re transfer of Sukhari Ram, -, Bettiah. 3727. 

MAIL RUNNERS— , . • 

Question re Muslim overseers, -, peons, etc., in the Chittogong 

Postal Division. 3634. ■, - ‘ 

MAIL SUBSIDY (1ES)— 

Question re -- to the British Indian Steam Navigation Company and 

the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company. . 4201. 

MAIL TRAINS— 

Question re stoppage of - of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway at Som- 

peta in thu Ganjam District. 4218. 

MAJOR PORT— * ’ . . 

Question rc declaration of Chittagong as a-. 3718. 
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MALAV1YA, PANDIT MADAN MOHAN— 

Code of Civil Procedure (Second Appeals) Rill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3364-65. 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Seljeet Committee. 3947-50. 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3244, 3246. 

Consideration of clause 2. 3261. 

Consideration of clause 3. 3265, 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3566-81, 3582. 

• Motions to consider and recirculate. 3687, 3688. 

Consideration of clause 4. 3782-83. 

Consideration of clause 7. 3828, 3831, 3839. 

Motion to adjourn debate. 3906. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 4439-46. 

Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3333-34. 

Consideration of the Schedule. 4146-47. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3195. 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4105-4109. 

Motion to pass. 4117. 

Motion for Adjournment rc serious situation in the Bengal-Xagpur 
Railway Workshops at Kharagpur. 4397-98. 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the withdrawal during the August— 
September session of the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of 
India Bill. 4290-91. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of the 
Department of Industries and Labour. 3073, 3074, 3075, 3081. 
Motion rc relief for sufferers from floods in Gujarat and parts of 
Orissa and Sind. 3034-35. 

MALCOLM, COLONEL— 

Question.re evidence of ——. Chairman of the London .Tute Associa¬ 
tion. before the Royal Commission on Agriculture regarding the 
deterioration of jute. 3802-03. 

MANDALAY— 

Question rc removal of State prisoners and detenus in Burma to the 
Mary’s School buildings at-. 4228-29. 

M AND A PAM— 

Question rc — 

Reservation of the rest house at-on the South Indian Railway for 

Europeans and Americans. 3205-06. 

Rest-house at-on the South Indian Railway. 3205. 
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MANDATED TERRITORIES— •' = •' 'A- • 'A ’■ 

Question re federation of the-East and Central African States and --. 

3622-23. . ' f ... w / 

MANDAT RAI, RAT BAHADUR—' .. . ,, ’’ 

Question re appointment of -—— as officiating . Commissioner of In¬ 
come-tax, Punjab and the North-West Frontier Province.. ,3611- 
! 2 . • 

MANIHARI RAJ ESTATE— ‘Y 

Question re the - in the Santhal Parganas. 3303-04. ; 

manjhaul— V.! .'i'U'v... 

Question ,re provision of a telegraph connection to the Post Office 
at-. 3736. * “ ' " , ‘ ‘ V. 

MANSER, MR. T.— . - . . 

‘Question re discontent caused by the promotion of,-r Assistant En¬ 

gineer, to the first division of the Telegraph' Engineering Branch. 
4202-03. ■ : 

MARINE SCHOOL— ' ' : '/ 

Question re grant of assistance to Sir Mohammad Yousuf’s - at 

Nova Island, Bombay. 3325. ' 

MARINE WIRELESS OPERATORS— ' ’ ‘ ’ 

Question re arrangements for training- at the Government Wire¬ 

less Training Establishment in Calcutta. 3628. 

MARRIAGE ALLOWANCE (S)— 

Question re — 

Grant of-and house allowance to officers of the Indian Medical 

Service. 4542. 

Grant of-to members of the Indian Medical Department.. 4204- 

OS. 

MARTIAL AND NON-MARTIAL RACES— 

Question re -of India. 3987-88. 

MART’S SCHOOL BUILDINGS— 

Question re removal of State prisoners and detenus in Burma to the 
-at Mandalay. 4228-29. 

MASTER (S)— 

Resolution re recommendations concerning-— 

(1) the repatriation of - and apprentices, and 

(2) the general principles for the inspection of the conditions of 
work of seamen. 4626-29. 

MASTER GENERAL OF SUPPLY— 

Question re retention of the office of the - in Simla during the 

winter. 4188-89. 

MATHEWS, SIR.— 

Question rc re-appointment of - and Air. McGuire, insolvents, by 

the Eastern Bengal Railway. 3544-45. 
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MATRICULATE (S)— 

Question re starting salaries of graduates and - in the clerical 

establishment of the offices of the North-Western Railway at 
; Lahore. 3547, 4227-28. 

MAYO, MISS— 

. Question re — 

Issue of a contradiction to the numerous allegations contained in 

-’s hooks “ Mother India 55 and “ Isles of Pear 4655-56. 

-’s book “ Mother India ”. 4544-47, 4641-43. 

Official assistance to - in collecting materials for her hook 

" Mother India ” 4655. 

Stay of -, author of “ Mother India ”, as a guest of the Sup¬ 

erintendent of the C. I. D., at Lahore. 4641. 

MoGUIRE, MR,— 

Question re re-appointment of Mr. Mathews and -, insolvents, by 

the Eastern Bengal Railway. 3544-45. 

MECCA— 

Question rc arrangements for the security of Indian pilgrims between 
Jeddah and-. 3314. 

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re training of Indians in the - and Loco. Services of 

Railways. 3531. 

MEDICAL ATTENDANCE— 

Question re grant of free - to European Judges of the Indian 

High Courts. 3395-96. 

MEDICAL CERTIFICATE (S)— 

Question re — 

Grant of leave on - to non-gazetted Government servants. 

3636-37. 

Grant of leave on-to the employees of the Railway Mail Service, 

T. Division, Trichinopoly. 3637. 

- of employees of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 3017- 

18. 

-of Mr. Radhakrishna Naidu, an employee of the Railway Mail 

Service, T. Division, Trichinopoly. 3638. 

-of T. Y. Naudagopal Naidu, an employee of the Railway Mail 

Service, T. Division, Trichinopoly. 3C38. 

MEDICAL EDUCATION— 

Question rc -in Ajmer-Merwara. 4043. 

MEDICAL EXAMINATION— 

Question rc — 

Compulsory —— of children employed at sea. 3219-20. 

Number of railway employees discharged afler periodical - 

during 1926. 4050. 

Periodical -—— of railway employees, 3020. 
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MEDICAL MISSION TO CHINA— 

Question re refusal of passports to the-. 3327. 

MEDICAL OFFICERS— . 

Question re — 

Special course in ophthalmic surgery for railway —— : of. State 
Railways. 4529. 

Stoppage of the recruitment of European-on Railways. 3792. 

MEDICAL LERBS AND DRUGS— 

Question re cultivation of-in India. 3383. 

MEERUT— 

Question re serious complaints made by the Mercantile community of 
-against the station master of- City station. 3307. 

MEERUT CANTONMENT STATION— 

Question re — 

Provision of a refreshment room at —-. 3709. 

Provision of benches marked for Europeans only at -. 3709-10. 

MEERUT CITY— 

Question re running of first and second class carnages with lavatories 
on trains between-•' and Khurja Junction. 3414. 

MEERUT CITY STATION— 

Question re serious complaints made by the mercantile community of 
Meerut against the station master of -. 3307. 

MEHTA, MR, JAMNADAS M.— 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill— . 

Consideration of clause 2. 3260. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motions to consider and recirculate. 3670-80, 3681, 3684, 3689, 
3691, 3692, 3742, 3743, 3747. 

Consideration of clause 4. 3782, 3783-84, 3785. 

Consideration of clause 8. 3846-47. 

Indian Taxiff (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 4131-34. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3179-82. 

Motion to circulate. 4027-35. 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4102. 

Question re — 

Appointment of Assistant Accountant in the Calcutta Port Trust, 
4657*58. 

Attempted burglary in the premises of the Clare Road Post Office 
in Bombay. 3636. 

Construction of the Vnsad-Borsad-Katana Railway. 4229-30. 

Dutv on steel bars of US in. thickness. 4565-66. 

Pay of Wharfingers and Assistant Wharfingers in Bomoay 3922- 
23. 
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MEHTA, MR. JAMNADAS M.— contd. " 

Question re — contd , 

Provision of free quarters for postmasters. 3636. 

Rebates offered by heavy steel manufacturers of the United Kingdom 
on joints and other materials. 4657. 

MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY— 

Question re shadowing of - and interception and censorship of 

their correspondence. 3891-92. 

MEMORIAL (S) — 

Question re — 

- from the employees of the Government of India Press, Cal¬ 
cutta. 4573. 

-of Mr. Harihar Prasad Shaw, a postal official, in regard to his 

dismissal. 3729. 

- of the postmen of Simla. 4315. 

-of the staff of the Government Telegraph Office at Vizigapatam. 

3993. 

- regarding the claims of the postal recruited telegraphists. 

3401. 

-relating to the construction of sanctioned and new lines in the 

Karnatak. 3539-40. 

MENIAL (S)— 

Question re -— • 

Moslem clerks and -- employed on the Assam Bengal Railway. 

3139. 

Pensions of -. 3440. 

Revision of the scales of pension of the - staff in Government 

Departments. 3440. 

MERATS— 

Question rc — 

Military services rendered by the Mers (Rawats) and • of 
Ajmer-Merwara. 3896-97. 

Stoppage of recruitment of Mers and - of Ajmer-Merwara for 

the Indian Army. 3897-98. 

MERCANTILE COMMUNITY— 

Question re serious complaints made by the -- of Meerut against 

the station master of Meerut City Station. 330<. 

MERCANTILE MARINE COMMITTEE— 

Question rc communication from the Board of Trade or other -Ripping 

interests in England in connection with the Report of (lie -. 

3858-59. 

MERCHANDISE— 

Question rc decrease in the import of private - and exports of • 

Indian produce and manufactures. 3426. 

MERCHANDISE MARKS— 

Question rc introduction of legislation on the lines of the recent - 
legislation in England. 3399. 
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MERCHANT SHIPPING LEGISLATION— . . 

Question re convening of a sub-conference to consider questions affect¬ 
ing -in the Empire. 4543. '' ‘ 

MERS— ‘ 

Question re — 

Military services rendered by the —•— (Rawats) and Merats of 
Aj’mer-Merwara. 3896-97. 1 ' ' ’’ - 

Stoppage of recruitment of the-and Merats of Ajmer-Menvara 

for the Indian Army. 3897-98. 

MESSAGE (S— 

- from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 

agreed without any amendments to the following Bills :— 

The Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill. 

The Indian Securities (Amendment) Bill. 4459. 

- from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 

agreed without any amendments to the following Bills :— 

The Indian' Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill ; 

The Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill ; 

The Indian Divoi*ee (Amendment) Bill. 4060. 

from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 
agreed wixliout any amendments to the following Bills :— 

The Cantonments (Amendment) Bill ; 

The Indian Emigration (Amendment) Bill ; 

The Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Bill. 4659. 

- from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 

agreed without any amendments to the Indian Tariff (Cotton 

“-® 1 ’ 31 Amendment) and the Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bills. 
4574. 

from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 
agreed without any amendments to the Insolvency (Amendment) 
Bill. 3737. 

from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 
agreed without any amendment to the Repealing Bill. 3924. 

from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had re¬ 
jected the motion to take into consideration the Criminal Law Re- 
4119 " i ^ men< 3i n g Bill, as passed by the Legislative Assembly. 

MESSING ARRANGEMENTS— 

Question re - of members of the University Training Corps of 
tiie United Provinces while in camp. 4652-53. v 

METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re timely warnings given by the- regarding the heavy 

ramlall m Gujarat and Orissa in July last. 4560-61. 

METTUR RESERVOIR SCHEME_ 

Question rc the - 361 . 9 - 20 . 
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MEWARAM— 

Question re ease instituted by Mr. Maclaren, a foreman in the Bengal 

Nagpur Railway "Workshops at Kharagpur, against-, a fitter. 

4631-32. • 

MHOW— 

Question rc abolition as separate units of the offices of the District Con¬ 
trollers of Military Accounts at -, Peshawar, Bangalore and 

Calcutta. 3712. 

MID-DAY REST— 

Question re period of - in the workshops at Jhansi. 3020. 

MILITARY ACCOUNTS, CONTROLLER OF— 

Question re location of an office of-at Secunderabad. 3712. 

MILITARY ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims in the Indian Accounts and Audit Service 
and the superior service of the —. 4221. 

Grant of a house-rent allowance to clerks of the - in Poona. 

3712-13. 

Graht of privilege leave to the establishment of the -. 3713- 

15. 

Pension of Mr. Bhagwan Das Suri. late Accountant, -. 3901- 

02 . 

Withdrawal and suspension of increments of pay of clerks and 
accountants of the-. 3713-15. 

MILITARY ACCOUNTS, DEPUTY ASSISTANT CONTROLLERS 
OF- 

Question re retirement after 25 years’ service of -, accountants 

and clerks. 3713. 

MILITARY ACCOUNTS, DISTRICT CONTROLLERS OF— 

Question re abolition, as separate units, of the offices of-at Mhow, 

Peshawar, Bangalore and Calcutta. 3712. 

MILITARY AUTHORITIES— 

Question re distribution bv the - of land in the Nili Bar Colony. 

3900-01. 

MILITARY BUILDINGS— 

Question rc vacant - at Satara. 4570. 

MILITARY DIARY(IES)— 

Question rc dairy products of -. 3386. 

MILITARY DAIRY FARM(S)— 

Question rc rearing of cows and bulls in -. 33S6. 

MILITARY DEPARTMENTS. KARACHI— 


Question rc grant of the Karachi local allowance to civilian clerks 
employed in various -. 3735-36. 
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MILITARY EXPENDITURE— 

Question re ratio of - to Central Revenues. 3200-01. 

MILITARY GRASS FARM(S) — 

Question re — 

Number of officers employed in -. 3385. 

Withholding of the payment of gratuity to Inder Sain, a civilian 

overseer, retrenched from the -, 4th Circle, Quetta. 3882- 

83. 

MILITARY POLICE BATTALIONS— 

Question re restriction of the employment of gurkhas to the Army and 
regular -. 4534. 

MILITARY SERVICES— 

Question re -rendered by the Mens (Rawats) and Merats of 

Ajmer-Merwara. 3896-97. 

MILITARY TEST AUDIT DEPARTMENT_ 

Question re appointment- of Muslims in the-. 4221. 

MILITARY .TRAINING— 

Question re selection of Brahmins and Malirattas from the Bombay 
Presidency fcr-. 3277. 

MINE(S)— 

Question re — 

Accidents in-due to workmen sleeping in dangerous places. 

3521-22. 

Average wages paid to persons employed in Indian and British 
•-. 3523. 

Employment of approved types of coal-cutting machines in-. 

3212-13. 

Introduction of‘ the shift system of work in-and prohibition 

of the employment of women underground in- 342-1. 

Prevention of accidents in-. 3210-11. 

Retrenchment in railway workshops and closing of cotton textile 
factories and-. 3216-17. 

Use of safety lamps in --. 3212. 

MINIMUM WAGES— 

Question re questionnaire of the International Labour Conference re¬ 
lating to--. etc. 3724-25. 

MINING COLLEGE— 

Question re number of students in the-at Dhanbad. 4639. 

MINING ENGINEER (RAILWAYS)— 

Question re cost of the establishment of the-. 3232. 

MINORITY COMMUNITY(IES)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of members of-to the Services. 3302-03. 

Recruitment of-in the clerical establishment of the Head¬ 

quarters Office of the North-Western Railway. 4225. 

Representation of-on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. -3601-05. 
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MIRAJ-- 

Question re provision of latrines in. rail-way carriages running between 
Pandharpur and-. 3810. 

MISTRY (IES)— 

Question re pay of-in the Telegraph Department. 3402 03. 

MITCHELL, MB. D. G.— 

Oath of Office. 4043. 

MITRA, MR. SATYENDRA CHANDRA— 

Election of-to the Committee on Public Accounts. 3154. 

Motion re the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of the 
Commerce Department. 3089. 

Oath of Office. 2969. 

Question re~ 

Alleged assault on an Indian clerk on the East Indian Railway. 
4206. 

"Conditions of release of Bengal State prisoners and detenus. 4526- 
27. 

Constituencies of the Legislative Assembly, etc 4569-70. 
Detention of State prisoners under the Bengal Criminal Law Amend¬ 
ment Act, 1925. 4298-4300. 

Expenditure during the current year on the Indian Auxiliary and 
Territorial Forces. 4206 07. 

Grant of temporary permission to Mr. Bepin Behari Ganguly, a 
State prisoner, to visit his home. 4301. 

Hanger strikes amongst the Bengal State prisoners and detenus. 
4527. 

Release of Muhammad Akbar Khan convicted under section 121 of 
the Indian Penal Code. 4207-08. 

Question re— 

Removal of Mr. Satisli Chandra Chalcrabarty. a State prisoner, to 
Calcutta, to undergo Ayurvedic treatment for fiiarw 
01 . 

Removal of State prisoners and detenus in Burma to the Mary s 
School Buildings at Mandalay. 4228-29. 

Transfer of Bengal State prisoners and detenus to jails outside 
Bengal. 4527. 

•Question (Supplementary) re— ^ , 

Accusation made by responsible officials in India against Mr. S. O. 
Bose. 3228. 

Health of Srijut Jyotish Chandra Ghosh, a Bemzal detenu. 3140- 

41. * . , r 1 

Statement issued bv Mr. Subash Chandra Bose in reply to Lord 

Winterton’s charge. 3202. 

MITRA, THE HONOURABLE SIR BIIUPEXDRA NATH 
Assam Labour and Emigration (Amendment) Bill 

Motion to consider as passed by the. Council of State. 4617. 
Motion to pass. 4617. 
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MITRA, THE HONOURABLE SIR BHUPENDRA NATH— oontd ,.-., 

Discussion re answering of questions in the vernacular. 3980.- 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— .... 

Consideration of clause 7. 3827-29. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of 
the Department of Industries and Labour. 30.74, 3077, 3079-81. 

Motion re appointment of a Committee to consider the -question of 
residence and accommodation for Members of the. Indian Legis¬ 
lature. 3968-70, 3971-72, 4333. ' 

Resolution re pensions of the emploj'ees of the Telegraph Depart¬ 
ment. 4663. 

Statement (laid on the table) re purchase of stores by the High 
Commissioner for India. 4325-31. 

Statement (laid on the table) re tenders for stores not accepted 
by the High Commissioner for India during the last year ending 
31st December 1926. 3037-55. 

MOHAMMAD SAFIQ— 

Question re internment of-in Akora Village. 3893-94. 

MOHAMMAD YOUSUF, SIR— 

Question re grant of assistance to-’s Marine School at Nova 

Island, Bombay. 3325. 

MOHENJO-DARO— 

Question re reservation of the bungalow at-for Europeans. 3807. 

MOHMAND DISTURBANCES— 

Question rc -on the Frontier. 3694-95. 

MOINIA ISLAMIA HIGH SCHOOL— 

Question re number of students refused admission into the Government 
nigh School and the- , Ajmer. 4185. 

MOMBASSA— 

Question rc — 

Segregation of Indian residents of-- 3280. 

Segregation of Indians in --. 4319-20. 

MOMBASSA LIGHT HOUSE— 

Question re sale of plots of land round about the ——. 3324-25. 

MONGHYR— 

Question re abolition of the Branch Post Office at Betwan Bazar, --- 

4318. 

MOONJE. DR, B. S.— 

Election of--to the panel of the Standing Committee to advise on 

subjects in the Department -of Industries and Labour. 3327. 

Question rc— 

Gram of n passport to .Professor Klinnkhojo to return to India 
3710. • 
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IWOl'iJE, DR. B. S.—contd. ' ■' 

Question re— contd. * ■> 

•* ■ Grant of a'-pension to tlie widow of Babu Dinesb Cbandra Bauner- 
jee. 3719-20. 

■ 1 • Report. of.tbe Indian Auxiliary and-Territorial Forces Committee. 
3719. ' ■ 

Selection of candidates for commissions in tlie . Indian Medical 
Service. 3803. 

Training of Indians in aviation. 3720-21. 

. Resolution rc Indianisation of half the cadre of officers in the Indian 
‘ Army.' 3474-80, 4273-74. 

" MOON OP ISRAEL ”— * /. 

Question re exhibition of the film entitled the-in Delhi. 3309- 

10 . 

MOORE, MR. ARTHUR-— 

Election of-to the panel for the Advisory' Publicity-Committee. 

3556. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3769-71, 3772. 

Question (Supplementary) re retirement of European Government 
officials on proportionate pensions. 3143 

MOPLAIIS— 

Question re—• 

Colonization of the Andamans by-. 3321. 

Expenditure on the colonisation of the Andamans by- 3418. 

Recruitment of--for the Indian Territorial Force. 3811. 

MOPLAH CONVICTS— 

Question re migration of the families of-to the Andaman Islands. 

3326-27. 

MORADABAD STATION— 

Question re withdrawal of the permission to sell the “ Mukhbir-e- 
Alam ”, a vernacular weekly, at-. 3410. 

MORPHIA— 

Question re -contents of the poppy plant. 3383-84. 

MOSQUE (S)— 

Question re — 

-in the Pilgrims’ Camp, Karachi. 3326. 

Playing of music before or near-. 4311. 

Preservation of the - of the Shaqi Kings at Jaunpur. 4534. 

Quarrel due to the playing of music before-. 4311-12 

“ MOTHER INDIA ”— 

Question rc — 

Issue of a contradiction to the numerous allegations contained in 

Miss Mayo’s books-and "Isles of Fear”. 4655-56. 

Miss Mayo’s book-. 4544-47. 4641-43. 
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“ MOTHER INDIA contd. 

Question re — contd. «, 

Official assistance to Miss Mayo in collecting: materials for her 
book-. 4655. 

Stay of Miss Mayo, author of-, as a guest of a Superintendent 

of the 0. I. D. at Lahore. 4641. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT— 

See under “ Adjournment (s) ”. 

MOTOR CAR(S)— 

Question re booking of-and live stock from Digha Ghat, Bengal 

and North-Western Railway, across the river during the rains- 
4051. 

MOTOR DRIVERS— • 

Question re European and Indian rail-on the Kalka-Siuda Rail¬ 

way. 4314. 

MOTOR TYRES— 

Question re booking of picture frames,-, etc., at parcel rates on 

State Railways. 3732. 

MOTOR VAN DRIVER— 

Question re grant of compensation to the heirs of Rolla Singh,-, 

killed in the Calcutta riots. 3014-15. 

MOUNT ABU— 

Question re qualifications of the Headmaster of the Walter Anglo- 
Vernacular School at.-. 3910-11. 

MUHAMMAD NAWAZ KHAN, LIEUTENANT SARDAR— 

Resolution re Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian. 
Army. 4248. 

MUHAMMADAN (S) — 

Question re — 

Alleged organised conspiracy of-to murder Hindus. 4201. 

Appointment of some-in the superior grades on Railways. 

3811-12. 

Development of primary education among --in Ajmer-Morwara. 

41S4. 

Employment of-on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 3297. 

Grant of a large number of King’s Commissions to --. 3509. 

Number of Hindus and-employed in the lower clerical grade of 

the Punjab Postal Department since the 1st March, 1927 3889. 

Number of-and Maliratta teachers in the Government High 

School, Ajmer. 4185. 

Number of-and non-employed on the Great Indian Penin¬ 

sula Railway. 3296. 

Number of-dismissed since the amalgamation of the East Indian 

Railway portion (Juhbulpore to Allahabad) with the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 3296-97. 

Recruitment of.-to the proposed Indian.Navy. 3378. 
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MUHAMMADAN (S)— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Restoration of good feelings between the Sikhs and-in the North- 

West Frontier Province. 3555. 

Strength of-police officers in the North-West Frontier Province, 

the Punjab, Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and the United Provinces. 
3507.-08. 

MUHAMMADAN FANATICISM— 

Question re alleged-in Delhi and the North-West Frontier Pro¬ 

vince. 3504-05. 

MU II ARIt AM— 

Question re restriction on the playing of music by Hindus in their 
houses during the-. 3513-14. 

" M JJKHB IRr E-AIjAM 

Question re withdrawal of the permission to sell the --, a vernacular 

weekly, at Moradabad station. 3410. 

MUKHERJEE, BABU KALI DAS— 

Question re discharge of-, assistant station master, Kunvi, East 

Indian Railway. 3921-22. 

MUKHERJEE, MR. SATTA CHARAN— 

Oath of office. 2969. 

MUKHTAR SINGH, MR.— 

Election of-to the panel for the Standing Committee to advise on 

subjects in the Department of Commerce. 3327. 

Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill— 

Consideration of the Schedule. 4148. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4072-76. 

Question re — 

Analysis of the different brands of imported ghee. 3514-15. 

Constitution of the Rates Advisory Committee. 3385. 

Cultivation of medical herbs and drugs in India. 3383. 

Dairy products of military dairies. 3386. 

Development of varieties of thick sugar cane at the Coimbatore 
Sugar Station 3384. 

Discontinuance of the Upper Subordinate' Engineering Service on 
State Railways. 3512-13. 

Division of the staff of the X-Ray Institute at Dehra Dun info 
Indian and non-Indian. 3209. 

Expenditure on the Imperial X-Ray Institute at Dehra Dun for the 
years 1920-192C. 3206. 

Freight charges per ton of sugar from Bombay to Cawnpore and 
vice versa. 3386. 

Grant of compensation to the heirs of Babu Nawal Kishore, assistant 
station master, Generalgunj Cabin, Cawnpore, who was murdered 
by a gang of robbers. 3409. 
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MUKHTAR SINGH, ME.— contd. \ ' ' 

Question re — conid. " 

Income of the Imperial X-Ray Institute at Detir4 Dun for the years 
1920-1926. 3206. 

Indians appointed' as King’s Commissioned officers, etc. 4529. 

Leave allowed to members of the Indian stall of the Imperial X-Ray 
Institute at Dehra Dun. 3207-08. 

Low railway rates for traffic to and fi-oni ports.' 3555.'' 

Morphia contents of the poppy plant. 3383-84. [ 

Murders of Arya Samajists engaged in the work of Shuddhi and 
Sangathan. 3024. 1 ' 

Nomination of Indians to the Agricultural Board. 3384. 

Number of employees of the X-Ray Institute at Dehra Dun drawing 
more than Rs. 200 a month. 3208. 

Number of officers employed in military grass farms. 3385. 

Private practice allowed to officers of the Imperial X-Ray Institute 
at Dehra Dun. 3206. * * 

Publication of the Report of the Cinchona Committee. 3384 
Purchase of ghee for the Army in,India. 3024. 

Rearing of cows and bulls in military dairy farms. 3386 
Representation of the Legislative Assembly on the Board of Agri¬ 
culture. 3382. 

Restriction on the playing of music by Hindus in their houses during 
the Muharram. 3513-14. 

Scale of fees charged at the X-Ray Institute at Dehra Dun. 3209. 
Stoppage of the recruitment of Hindus to the ministerial or technical 
establishment of the Forest Research Institute at Dehra Dun. 
4529-30. 

Supply of ghee to the Army. 3514. 

Temporary Engineers in the Railway Department. 3513. 

Training of Indians in the use of X-Ray machinery. 3208-09. 

Use by officers of the Imperial X-Ray Institute of Government 
Apparatus, and machinery in their private practice. 3206-07. 

MUK1ITESAR— 

Question rc appointment of State veterinary scholars to the Imperial 
Veterinary Service at-. 3408. 

MUNGIIER— 

Question rc construction of a railway from Talegaon to-in the 

Poona Disti-iet. 3716. 

MT1NSIIIGUNJ— ’ • 

Question rc night duty in the Post office, --. 4323. 

MURDER(S)— 

Question rc — 

--of Arya Samajists engaged in the work of Shuddhi and Sar- 

gailmn. 3024. 

Swami Shradhanand, the result of an organised conspiracy 
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MURRAY, SIR ALEXANDER— 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motions to consider and recirculate. 3681-91, 3692. 

Consideration of clause 8. 3847. 

Motion to adjourn debate. 3906. 

Oath of Office. 3503. • ' 

MURTT.TZA SAHEB BAHADUR, MAULVI SAYYID— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3940. 

MUSEUM— 

Question re retention by the Provincial-at Patna of the valuable 

relics found at Pataliputra and Nalanda in Bihar. 3152. 

MUSIC— 

Question re — 

Playing of-before or near mosques. 4311. 

Quarrel due to the playing of-before mosques. 4311-12. 

Restriction on the playing of-by Hindus in their houses during 

the Muharram 3513-14. 

MUSLIM (S)— 

Question re — 

Adequate representation of-in Departments and offices sub¬ 

ordinate to the Finance Department. 4220-21. 

Adequate representation of-in the Indian Stores Department. 

4223. 

Appointment of-as Assistant Accounts Officers, etc. 4221. 

Appointment of-as Divisional Accountants in the office of the 

„ Accountant General, Railways. 4524-25. 

Appointment of-as probationary Superintendents of post offices. 

3004. 

Appointment of-in the Indian Accounts and Audit Service a,nd 

the Superior Service of the Military Accounts Department 4221. 

Appointment of-in the Military Test Audit Department. 4221. 

Appointment of — to new posts in the subordinate accounts and 
clerical services in the offices of the Auditor General and the Ac¬ 
countant General, Central Revenues. 4222-23. 

Attack by the Afridis on Shiah-— in Tirah. 3920-21. 

Discontent among the-employees of the Government of India 

Press, Delhi. 4212. 

Employment of more-in the clerical cadre of the Education De¬ 

partment, Ajmer-Merwara. 3909-10. 

Employment of-in the Public Works Branch of the Industries 

Department. 3914. 

Hindu and-clerks in the Personnel Branches of Divisional 

officers on the North-Western Railway. 4226. 

Hindu and-clerks in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 

4227. 

H 9SLA 
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MUSLIM (S)— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Inability of the Public Service Commission to nominate-for 

employment in the Army Department. 3913. 

Inadequate representation of-in the office of the Chief Auditor 

North-Western Railway. 4228 

Issue by the Publie Service Commission of a supplementary list of 
passed-candidates. 3913. 

Meagre representation of-in the office of the Postmaster General 

Punjab. 3003-04. ’ 

Meagre representation of-in the Postal Department. 3003 

•-and Hindu clerks in the office of the Executive Officer, Perma¬ 

nent Way Branch, North-Weste'rn Railway. 4226-27. 

-employees in the Chittagong Postal Division. 3633-34. 

employees in the Post offices at Noakhali and Tippera. 3634. 

-gazetted officers employed on the four State Railways. 4525. 

-in temporary and permanent appointments in the ministerial 

establishment of the office of the Accountant General, Railways. 
4524. 

-overseers, mail runners, peons, etc., in the Chittagong Postal 

Division. 3634. 

- representation in the Royal Air Force Headquarters. 3898- 

3900. 

Non-representation of-of the Punjab in the Postal Dcpai-tment. 

3509-10. 

Number of-assistants in the Railway Board. 4523. 

Number of-clerks appointed in the Railway Board from 1st 

January to 31st August 1927. 4525-26. 

Number of-gazetted officers in certain specified Accounts 

Offices. 4523-24. 

Number of-gazetted officers in the Railway Board. 4522 

Number of-in the Audit Office, Indian Stores Department, 

4524. 

Number of-in the ministerial establishment of the Railway 

dealing House. 4525. 

Numerical strength of -and non-in the clerical establish¬ 

ment, of the Punjab Postal Circle. 3002-03. 

Opening of primary schools for - in Ajmer-Merwara. 3908-09, 

4184. 

Paucity of - in the Income-tax Department of the Punjab and 

the North-West Frontier Province. 3612-13. 

Paucity of-in the supervising staff of the Subordinate Accounts 

Service and in gazetted appointments. 4221-22. 

Representation of - in the Central Printing Office. 4210-11- 

Representation of-in the Indian Civil Service. 4544. 

Representation of-in the office of the Controller of Printing. Sta¬ 

tions y and Stamps. 421 h 
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MU SLIM ( S) — concld. 

Question re—concld. 

Representation of -in the offiee of the Director General, Posts 

and Telegraphs. 4209-10. 

Representation of -in the Postal Department, Simla. 4209. 

Representation of-non-gazetted appointments in the Archaeolo¬ 

gical Department. 4313-14. 

Safeguarding of the interests of - in the Central Office of the 

North-Western Rail-way. 4223-24. 

Supersession of-by Hindu clerks in the Headquarters Office of 

the North-Western Railway. 4224-25. 

Traffic Inspectors nacl Junior Assistant Officers on the North- 
Western Railway. 4226. 

MUSLIM CLERKS— 

Question rc absence of -in the office of the Director of Civil Avia¬ 

tion. 3914. 

MUSLIM OFFICERS— 

Question rc increase of - of the Indian Audit and Accounts ser¬ 

vice employed on State Railways. 4524. 

MUSLIM POPULATION— 

Question re total - of India showing males and females and liter¬ 

ates and illiterates. 3508. 

MUSLIM TEACHERS— 

Question rc of the Government High School, Ajmer. 3908. 

MUSLIM UNIVERSITY— 

Question rc — 

Appointment of a Commission to inquire into the working of the 
- at Aligarh. 3413-14. 

Enquiry into the working of the - at Aligarh. 3413. 

MUSS ALMA N (S)— 

Question rc — 

Appointment. Of -as hospital assistants, compounders and Sani¬ 

tary Inspectors on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3294. 

Appointment of-on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3131. 

Employment of -- on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3133. 

Inadequate representation of - in the Indian Postal and Tele¬ 

graph Department. 3220-21. 

•Issue of instructions to the Director of Public Information to fill 
future vacancies in his office by-. 4217-18. 

--employees of tlie Assam Bengal Railway. 3330-31. 

- in the Government of India Stationery and Printing Depart¬ 
ment. 3405-06. 

Number of -officers and clerks in the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

3604. 

Preferential claims of - to appointments in ilm State-managed 

Railways. 3303. 

Proportion of -- in the offiee of the Central Board of Revenue. 

4522. 
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MUSSOORIE — 

Question re Oakgrove School -. 3707-08. 

MUTTRA JUNCTION_- 

Question ^increase in the number of third class booking clerks at 
MUZAFFARPUR— 

Question re construction of a railway between - and Sitamarhi. 

Location of troops in --. 3127-28, 

MYMENSINGIT— 

Question re progress made in connection with the construction of the 
oingn.jani Tangail-Pingna Railway in the - District 3812 

N 

NAGPUR— 

Question re riots at-. 4568-69. 

NAIDtT, MR. B. P.— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4478. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill- 
Motions to consider and circulate. 4068. 

Question re — 1 

Acquisition of Railway collieries. 3314. 

Appointment of a junior postal official as Accountant of Nellore. 
2992. 

Appointment of a. packer in the Kandukur Sub-Post Office. 2992. 
Arrangement for the security of Indian pilgrims .between Jeddah 
and Mecca. 3314. 

Candidates from Bihar and Orissa at the examination for the recruit¬ 
ment of accountants for Railway Audil offices. 3315. 
Examination for Inspectors of Post Offices. 4567. 

Expenditure on the Council House at New Delhi.» 3316. 

Fitting of automatic centre buffer couplers to rolling stock on Rail¬ 
ways. 3313. 

Hour of despatch of section mails at Kandukur. 2993. 

Introduction of the crew system on Indian Railways. 3314. 
Method adopted by railway companies in America showing expendi¬ 
ture distributed between passenger and goods worldng. 3313. 
Part II of the report of the Back Bay Reclamation Committee. 
3315. 

Poll-tax on Asiatics in Kenya. 3313. 

Postal Accountant’s examination. 4567. 

Principles regulating the appointment of persons who have passed 
the Postal Accountant’s examination as accountants. 2992. 

Promotions to Head Postmasterships of persons who have passed 
the Postal Accountant’s examination. 2991-92. 
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NAIDU, MR. B. P .—contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Recruitment of cheaper clerical staff in the Postal Department. 
4566. 

Report of the Tariff Board regarding the manufacture in India 
of articles in common use on Railways. 3314. 

Reservation of first and second class compartments on the East 
Indian Railway. 3312. 

Summaries of the speeches of representatives of India at the recent 
Imperial Conference. 3315. 

NAIDU, MR. RADIIARRISHNA— 

Question re medical certificate of —-, an employee of the Railway 

Mail Service, T. Division, Trichinopoly. 3638. 

NAIDU, MR. T. V. NANDAGOPAL— 

Question re medical certificate of -, an employee of the Railway 

Mail Service T. Division, Trichinopoly. 3638. 

NAIHATI— 

Question re proposed demolition of the historic house of the late poet 

Banlrim Chandra Chatter jee at Kantlialpara,-Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 3142-43. 

NALANDA— 

Question re retention by the Provincial museum at Patna of the valu¬ 
able relics found at Pataliputra and-in Bihar. 3152. 

NATIQUE, MAULANA A. H.~ 

Motion for the election of a member to the Committee on Public 
Accounts vice -. 3071. 

NAUBAT RAI, MR— 

Question re period of employment of --in the Punjab circle as Per¬ 

sonal Assistant and Deputy Postmaster General. 3004. 

NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT— 

Question rc expenditure incurred by the Self-governing Dominions on 
-. 4556. 

NAVV-— 

Question rc— 

Arrangements for a training ship for giving preliminary training 
to deck or executive officers to be recruited for the proposed Royal 
Indian -. 3860. 

Cessation of the annual contribution teethe British Government on 

« the starting of the Indian -. 455S. 

India’s annual contribution towards the cost of the Imperial -. 

3225. 

Recruitment from the Bhandari community for the pioposod Ro\ al 
Indian -. 3863. 

Recruitment of Bhandaris to the proposed Indian . 3378-71). 
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NAVY— eontd. 

Question re — contd. 

Recruitment of Indian crew, Indian deck and engineer officers aud 

other ratings for the proposed Royal Indian-. 3861-62. 

Recruitment of Muhammadans to the proposed Indian-. 3377- 

78. 

Recruitment of ratings for the proposed Royal Indian-. 3862. 

Recruitment to the proposed, Royal Indian-: 3376-77. 

NAVY, ARMY AND AIR FORCE INSTITUTES— 

Question re establishment in India of the Board of the-. 2983. 

NAVY, INDIAN— 

See under “ Royal Indian Navy ”. 

NAWAL KISHORE, BABU— 

Question re grant of compensation to the heirs of -, Assistant 

Station Master, Gfeneralgunj Cabin, Cawnpore, who was mur¬ 
dered by a gang of robbers. 3409. 

N A Z ARAN A— 

Question re remission of the income-tax on-realized by landlords 

from their tenants. 3550. 

NEEDHAM, COLONEL, I.M.S.— 

Question rc report of ——- on the reorganisation of medical arrange 
ments on the North-Western Railway. 4555. 

NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s) ”. 

NELLORE— 

Question re appointment of a junior postal official as Accountant of 
-. 2992. 

NELLORE DIVISION— 

Question re appointment of Venkataswamy, postal mail overseer,- 

as a mail guard in the Railway Mail Service. Trichinopoly. 4190 
91. 

NEOGY, MR. K. C.— 

Code of Civil Procedure (Second Appeals) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3343-4S, 3360. 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3959-61. 

Motion to consider. 4483. 

Consideration of clause 3. 4587. 

Consideration of clause 1. 4591-93, 4594. 

Motion to pass. 4603. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3561. 

Indian Succession (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4352. 
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NEOGI, MR. K. C.— conid. 

Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to recommit to Select; Committee. 4122-25, 4130. 

Consideration of the Schedule. 4143-45, 4146. , 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3184-86. 

Discussion as to whether the motion to circulate was in order. 4009, 
4010, 4011. 

Motion to circulate. 4012-17. 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4096, 4115. 

Motion re the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of the 
Commerce Department. 3084. 

Motion re the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of the 
Department of Industries and Labour. 3074, 3075-78. 

Observations by - in connection with Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh's 

request for permision to put certain questions standing in the 
name of Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan in view of the 
absence of the latter. 3403, 3404. 

Question re —. 

Allocation of non-judicial stamp duties as a centi-al source of revenue. 
3801-02. 

Amendment of Devolution Rule 15. 3802. 

Amendment of section 153 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 3022. 

Amendment of the Poisons Act (XII of 1919). 3718-19. 

Application of the recommendations of the Lee Commission to 
Branches of Government Sex-vice not directly dealt, with by the 
Commission. 3395. 

Appointment of a European as jxxnior Inspector of Mines. 3289-90. 

Appointment of State Veterinary scholars as stock breeding experts 
in the Provinces. 3407. 

Appointment of State Veterinary scholars to vacancies in the Im¬ 
perial Veterinary service at Muktesar. 340S. 

Balance sheets of x-ailway owned collieries, etc. 3291. 

Benefit to India by the advei-tising campaign and other activities 
of the Empire Marketing Board. 3792-93. 

Capital outlay made by the proposed Railway colliery in Talchur 
Field and in Religari Dari. 3549. 

Coal purchase policy of the Government of India. 3292. 

Coals suitable for the requirements of the major Indian Railways. 
3547. 

Construction by the Bombay. Baroda and Central India Railway of 
special engines to suit the consumption of second class coal. 3548- 
49. 

Constniction of the Calcutta Chord Railway (Bally Bridge construc¬ 
tion). 4044. 
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NEOGI, MB. K. C.—contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Consumption of coal on the major Indian Railvrays. 3547. 

Declaration of Chittagong as a major port. 3718. 

Delay -by railways in the disposal of applications for sidings by 
collieries. 4233-34. 

Depths of coal mines in the Jliaria and Eaneegunj coal fields. 3292. 

Eligibility of the Honourable Mr. Nichols Roy for election to the 
Assam Legislative Council. 3416. 

Employment of State Veterinary scholars in the Veterinary service. 
3406-07. 

Evidence of Colonel Malcolm, Chairman of the London -Jute Asso¬ 
ciation, before the Royal Commission on Agriculture regarding 
the deterioration of jute. 3802-03. 

Federation of the East and Central African States and mandated 
territories. 3622-23. 

Financial difficulties of the Government of Bengal. 3802. 

Functions of the Bureau of Public Information in connection with 
the views and policies of Government. 4651. 

Grant of free medical attendance to European Judges of the Indian 
High Courts. 3395-96. 

Grant of higher scales of pensions to Government servants. 3398. 

Grant of King’s commissions for the Indian Army Veterinary Ser¬ 
vice to qualified Indian M. R. C. V. S. men. 3408-09. 

Inclusion of portions of non-British territory in the Shillong general 
Urban constituency of the Assam Legislative Council. 3415-16. 

Inquiry into the administration of the Imperial Library, Calcutta. 
3525. 

Introduction of legislation on the lines of the recent Merchandise 
Marks legislation in England. 3399. 

Loan to the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. 3524-25. 

Number of coal mines closed during certain specified periods. 3292- 
93. 

Present position of railway projects in Eastern Bengal. 3634-35. 

Price per top of coal purchased for the Railways for eacli year from 
1906-07 to 1926-27. 3549. 

Purchase of stores by the East Indian Railway. 3224-25. 

Recommendations of the Lee Commission about, the Indian Medical 
Service. 3396-98. y 

Reduction in the railway rates on coal despatched from the Central 
Provinces coalfields. 3554. 

Reduction of railway freight on (1) coke and patent coal and (2) 
coal. 3291-92. 

Remission of customs duty on scientific instruments and chemicals 
imported for the use of educational institutes. 4636. 

Rent .for coal depots in all the Calcutta stations, &c. 4234-35. 

Report of the Indian Sandhurst Committee. 3622. 
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NEOGI, MR. K. C.— contd. 

Question re — conoid. 

Representation of the Government of India at the Imperial Agricul¬ 
tural Research Conference. 3409. 

Scheme of the Indian Mining Federation of Calcutta for populari¬ 
sing the use of coal as a domestic fuel. 3291; 

Service conditions and emoluments of telephone -operators in the 
Indian Postal and Telegraph Department. 3635. 

Severe penalties inflicted on the members of the Transportation 
Staff, Igatpuri, by Mr. Bruce-Jov. Divisional Superintendent, 
Kalyan Section. 3416-17. 

Starting of an urban unit, of the Indian Territorial Force in Cal¬ 
cutta. 4636. 

Terminal charge on coke and patent fuel arriving in Calcutta. 3290- 
' 91. 

The proposed India House, London. 3793-96. 

Use of coal raised in collieries owned by State Railways on the Com¬ 
pany-managed Railways. 3548. 

’Question (Supplementary) re— 

Colour bar against Indians in Edinburgh. 3122-23. 

Curtailment of the stay of the Government of India in Simla, etc. 
2994. 

Demobilisation without gratuity or compensation of Indian tempo¬ 
rary Indian Medical Service officers in 1926. 3874. 

Exclusion of the “ Forward ” from Burma. 3141. 

Functions and duties of the officers of the Bureau of Public infor¬ 
mation. 4649, 4650. 

Grant to Indians of permanent commissions in the Indian Medical 
Service. 3879. 

Issue of a contradiction to the numerous allegations contained in 
Miss Mavo’s books “Mother India ” and “ Isles of Fear’’. 4655, 

. 4656. 

Issue of occasion cheque passes 1o European and Anglo-Indian em¬ 
ployees of the North-Western Railway. 4645. 

Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India ”. 4546. 4642, 4643. 

Policy of Government in regard to the Indianizntion of the Imperial 
Secretariat Service. 3885. 

Policy of segregation between Europeans and Asiatics in Kenya. 
3124. 

Retirement of European Government officials on proportionate pen¬ 
sions. 3144. 

Selection of candidates for permanent commissions in the Indian 
Medical Service. 3798. 3799. 3805. 

Speech delivered by Earl Winterton in the House of Commons re¬ 
garding the Bengal detenus. 3146.. 

Timely warnings given by the Meteorological Department of the 
heavy rainfall in Gujrat and Orissa in July last. 4060-61. 
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NEOGI, MR. K. 0.— coneld. 

Question (Supplementary) re — conid. 

Undesirable advertisements in tbe time table of tbe Bengal Nagpur 
Railway. 4556. 

Resolution re pensions of the employees of the Telegraph Department. 
4659-60, 4664. 

NEPAL— 

Question re rules for the grant of passports to persons entering India 
from-, Bhutan, etc. 3546. 

NEPOTISM— 

Question re alleged- on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3132. 

NEW DELHI— 

Question re— 

Burglaries in -. 4312-13. 

Closing of the water pipes in the high level quarters in - soon 

after 10 a.m. 4295. 

Defective condition of the roof of the Legislative Assembly Chamber 
in -. 3226-27. 

Defective construction of the Council Chambers at -. 2971-72. 

Defects in “ D ” class quarters in -. 4294. 

Expenditure on-. 3423. 

Expenditure on the Council House at -. 3316. 

Fixing of permanent hanging hooks in the walls of quarters in-. 

4296. 

Grant of free quarters or house rent in lieu thereof to the signal 
room clei'ks transferred from old Delhi to-. 4239. 

House rent allowance of telegraph peons in -. 3889. 

Issue of extra furniture to residents of “ D ” class quarters in-. 

4295-96. 

Management of the Western Hostel -. 3293. 

Opinion of Dr. James H. Cousins regarding-and its buildings, 

etc. 3374-75. 

Prevention of serious crimes in-. 3119. 

Removal of the main electric switchboard in some “ D ” class 
quarters in-inside the quarters. 4294. 

Replacement by glass windows of the lioney-combed portions of the 
bath rooms in the “ D ” class quarters in-. 4295. 

Safety of the ceiling'of the Assembly Chamber at -. 2972. 

Safety of the roof of the Legislative Assemhlv Chamber in -. 

3325-3127. 
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NEW MILLS COUNCIL— 

Question re rejection of the application of an Indian student to be 

allowed to assist in the Water Department of the -. 4533- 

4534. 

NEWSPAPER (S)— 

Question re grant of the monopoly of selling-, boohs, ete., at railway 

stations to Messrs. Wlieeler & Co. 3409-10. 

NICHOLS-ROY, THE HONOURABLE MR.— 

Question re eligibility of - for election to the Assam Legislative 

Council. 3416. 


NIGHT DUTY— 

Question re -in the Munshigunj Post Office. 4323. 

NILGIRI DIVISION— 


Question re — 

Allegations against Mr. M. Govindan Nair, Officiating Head Clerk 
of the-. 3433. 

Changes in the personnel of the Sub-Postmasters and clerks in each 
of the Post Offices located at Valpari Attakati and Cherambadi in 
the -. 3448. 

Dismissal by telegram of a clerk above the first efficiency bar by 
Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. Smith. Superintendent of Post Offices, 
-. 3431. 

Grant of compensatory allowances to Postal employees of the clerical 

cadre stationed in unhealthy localities in the . 3446-4 1 . 

Inspection of Branch Post Offices by Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. Smith, 
Superintendent of Post Offices,-- 3429. 

Leave reserve clerks in the office of the Superintendent of Post Offices, 

-. 3431. 

Postal administration in the-. 3429. 

Provision of free quarters for clerks of the Gudalur Post Office in 
the -. 3449-50. 

Punishments inflicted on his subordinates by Lieutenant-Colonel 
W. A. Smith, Superintendent of Post. Offices, . 343U. 

Travelling allowance of Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. Smith. Superin¬ 
tendent of Post Offices,-. 3428-29. 

NILI BAR COLONY— . . . ,. , . „ 

Question rc distribution by the military authorities of land m the • 

.3900-01. 

NIZAMI, MAULANA HASAN— 


Question rc — 

Alleged vilification of Hindus and Arya Sain,Lists by 


of Delhi. 


Unfounded allegations made by -against the Arya Samnjists of 

Delhi. 3505-06. 


NO Aim ADI— 

Question rc Muslim employees in the Post Offices at 
3634. 


-- and Tippera. 
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NOMINATIONS— 

Question re -to the Indian Civil Service in India since 1922. 3873- 

74. 

NONIAS— 

Question re enhancement of the license fees payable by the (Loniyas) 
for the manufacture of crude saltpetre. 3413. 

NON-MUHAMMADAN ELECTORATES— 

Question re exclusion of Europeans from the -- in Bengal for the 

Council of State. 4565. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER CIRCLE— 

Question re promotion of Mr. A. Vernieux, as Officiating Deputy Post¬ 
master General, -. 3446. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE— 

Question re — 

Alleged Muhammadan fanaticism in Delhi and the-. 3504-05. 

Appointment of Income-tax officers, Inspectors and stenographers in 
the Punjab and the-. 2979. 

Arrest of one Fazl Elahi in Bomba}*- and his trial in the-. 3153. 

Expulsion of Hindus from tribal territory in the -. 3000-02. 

Hindu and Muhammadan Colleges, High Schools and Middle Schools 
in the -. 3005. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Income-tax Department of the Punjab 
and the-. 3612-13. 

Restoration of confidence among Hindus of the-. 3506-07. 

Restoration of good feelings between the Sikhs and Muhammadans in 
the-. 3555. 

Strength of Muhammadan police officers in the -, the Pimjab, 

Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and the United Provinces. 3507-08. 

NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY— 

Question re — 

Educational qualifications of B. Bahadur Singh and other special 
travelling ticket Examiners of the -. 4227. 

See also under “ Railway(s) 

NOTICE BOARDS— 

Question rc posting of orders and circulars on-in the railway work¬ 

shops at Jhansi. 3017. 

NOVA ISLAND— 

Question rc gi’ant of assistance to Sir Muhammad Yousuf’s Marine 
School at -. Bombay. 3325. 

NUTRITION— 

Question rc supply to the Health Organisation Committee of the 
Assembly of the League of Nations of data regarding infant mor- 
innty. Physical Hygiene and-. 2989. 
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OAKGROVE SCHOOL— 

Question re ——, Mussoorie. 3707-08. 

OATH OF OFFICE— 

Alexander, Mr. William. 2969. 

Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 2969. 

Bray, Sir Denys, de Saumerez. 2969, 4119. 

Cosgrave, Mr. W. A. 2969. 

Courtenay, Mr. R. H. 2969. 

Crerar, The Honourable Mr. J. 2969. 

Crofton, Mr. R. M. 2969. 

Dalai, Mr. A. R. 2969. 

Haigh, Mr. P. B. 2969. 

Hla Tun Pru, 1J. 3503. 

Irving, Mr. Miles. 2969. 

Iswar Saran, Munshi. 3117. 

Kirk, Mr. R. T. F. 2969. 

Mitchell, Mr. D. G. 4043. 

Mitra, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. 2969. 

Multherjee, Mr. Satya Charan. 2969. 

Murray, Sir A. R. 3503. 

Question re taking of the - by Babu Satyendra Chandra Mitra, 

M.L.A. 3419-20. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 2969. 

Sams, Mr. H. A. 2969. 

Siddiqi, Mr. Abdul Qadir. 2969. 

Sinha, Mr. Rajivaranjan Prasad. 3117. 

Wright, Mr. W. T. M. 2969. 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 2969. 

OBSCENE PUBLICATIONS— 

Question re suppression of the circulation of, and traffic in. -. 

2987. 

OFFICES— 

Question re expenditure in new -, barracks, houses for the Armv. 

3888-89. 

OKARA— 

Question rc provision of a new level crossing at- on the North- 

Western Railway. 3387-88, 3400. 

OOTACAMUND— 

Question rc local allowance of clerks of the Head Post Offices in_ 

etc. 3447-48. 

OPHTHALMIC SURGERY— 

Question re special course in-for Railway Medical Officers of State 

Railways. 4529. 
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OPIUM— 

Question re consumption of-'in India. 3015-16. 

OPIUM-SMOKING— 

Question re prevention of-in Baluchistan, Bihar and Orissa and 

Bengal. 3439. 

ORDNANCE AND CLOTHING FACTORIES— 

Question re— > 

Annual administration reports of the-. 4549. 

Establishment of a provident fund for, and grant of gratuities to ; 

temporary and extra temporary staff employed in the-. 4550. 

Establishment of -. 4550. 

Position of the clerical establishment of the-. 4550-51. 

Provision of quarters for clerks of -. 4553-54. 

Temporary employees of -. 4550. 

Throwing open of certain gazetted appointments to the clerical 
establishment of-. 4551-52. 

ORDNANCE FACTORIES— 

Question re— 

Appointment of Chief Clerks in -. 4552. 

Creation of posts of Personal Assistants to the chief Officers of-. 

4552. 

Grant of overtime to all the clerical establishment in-. 4554. 

Lists of establishments of Indian -. 4549-50. 

Pension and provident fund for section clerks in -. 4553. 

Revised scale of pay for some classes of the subordinate establish¬ 
ment in-. 4552-53. 

Working hours of clerks in-. 4554. ' 

ORISSA— 

Motion re relief for sufferers from floods in Gujarat and parts of - 

and Sind. 3031-36. 

Question re — 

Prosecutions in- for the illicit manufacture of salt for domestic 

use. 3271-72. 

Railway embanlnnents and floods in Gujarat and -. 3537. 

Timely warnings given by the Meteorological Department of the 
heavy rainfall in Gujarat and- in July last. 4560-61. 

Telegrams relating fo the floods in Gujarat and Sind and-. 3154. 

ORIYA SPEAKING TRACTS— 

Question re — 

Amalgamation of the-. 3272, 3304. 

^cln amjVt *° n - under a separate administration, etc. 
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OUDH AND ROHILKHAND RAILWAY— 

See under “ Railway (s) 

OUTFIT ALLOWANCE— 

Question re -of temporary Indian Medical Service Officers. 3877. 

OVERBRIDGE— 

Question re construction of an -at Gulzarbagli on the East Indian 

Railway. 3423. 

OVERCROWDING OF CARRIAGES— 

Question re recovery of penalties from railway companies for -. 

3411. 

OVERSEAS ALLOWANCE (S)— 

Question re — 

Discontinuance of the special pay in lieu of - to officers of 

Indian domicile on the South Indian Railway, 3394. 

Grant of special allowances corresponding in amount to the - 

drawn by officers of non-Indian domicile to Indian Officers of the 
South Indian Railway. 3700-01. 

- of officers of Indian domicile on the South Indian Railway. 

3391-3393. 

Rate at which- and some other staff allowances are convertible 

into sterling. 3877. 

OVERSEAS PAY— 

Question re grant of - to officers of non-Asiatic domicile in the 

employ of Port Trusts, etc. 3589-90, 3591. 

OVERSEERS— 

Question re — 

Muslim -, mail runners, peons, etc., in the Chittagong Postal 

Division. 3634. 

Revision of the pay of postmen, -, Branch Postmasters, etc. 

3526. 

OVERTIME— 

Question re grant of-to all the clerical establishment of Ordnance 

Factories. 4554. 


P 


PAIILEZAGHAT— 

Question rc — 

Plying of the Bengal and North-Western Railway steamer between 
Mahabirghat and -. 3434. 

Running of through composite first and second class carriages 

between-and the main line of the Bengal and North-Western 

Railway. 4058. 

PAINT (S)— 

Question rc — 

Purchase of -. varnishes and enamels of European manufacture 

by the North-Western Railway. 4231-32. 
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PAINT (S)— conid. 

Question re — contd. 

Tenders for-, zinc lead, etc., called for by the Director General 

of the India Stores Department, London. 3023. 

PAINT MANUFACTURERS— 

Question re list of -in India on the approved list of the India 

Stores Department. 3023-24. 

PALAR RIVER— 

Question re installation by the Madras and Southern Mahratta Rail¬ 
way of a pumping station at the-. 3289. 

PANAMA— 

Question re safeguarding of the interests of Indians in-. 3453. 

PANDHARPUR— 

Question re provision of latrines in railway carriages running between 
- and Miraj. 3810. 

PANDYA, MR. VIDYA SAGAR— 

The Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motion to recirculate. 3649-57. 

Motion to consider. 3745, 3781. 

Consideration of clause 4. 3782. 

Consideration of clause 5. 3785-86. 

Consideration of clause 6. 3788. 

Consideration of clause 7. 3816, 3845. 

Consideration of clause 8. 3845. 

PAPER— 

Question re — 

Chemical analysis of-. 3320-21. 

Levy of a protective duty on-. 3319-20. 

Protective duty on imported -. 3319. 

Sale of waste -by the Government of India Presses in Calcutta, 

Delhi and Simla. 4574. 

PARCEL RATES— 

Question re booking of picture frames, motor tyres, etc., at-on 

State Railways. 3732. 

PARSONS, MR. A. A. L.— 

Motion for Adjournment re serious situation in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway workshops at Kharagpur. 4382, 4395. 

Statement (laid on the table) re orders for wagons. 3070-71. 
Statement (laid on the table) re purchase by the Government of India 
of American wagons destined for Russia. 3070. 

PASS(ES)— 

Question rc — 

Alleged use of a time-expired -by the Superintendent, Railway. 

Mail Semico, T. Division, for his journey from Madras to 
Trichinopoly. 4189-90 
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P ASS (ES) — contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Charge of full fare to railway servants failing to get their - 

initialled. 3019. 

Issue of cheque - on the North-Western Railway to Christian 

clergymen. 4645-46. 

Issue of free - on various State Railways. 3535. 

Issue of occasion cheque - to European and Anglo-Indian em¬ 

ployees of the North-Western Railway. 4644-45. 

Issue of-to Indian employees other than Indian Christians over 

the East Indian Railway during Christmas. 3703-07. 

PASSAGES— 

Question re grant of non-entitled or indulgence-to civilian clerks 

of the Army Department and Army Headquarters having an 
Indian domicile. 4187. 

PASSENGER (S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged harassment of - by the Travelling Luggage Inspectors 

on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. 3504. 

Inconveniences of higher class-on the Assam Bengal Railway. 

3512. 

Number of - detected travelling without tickets on Railways 

during ] 925-26. 3287. 

PASSENGER AND GOODS WORKING— 

Question re — 

Allocation of expenditure between-. 3287. 

Method adopted by railway companies in America showing expendi¬ 
ture distributed between-. 3313. 

PASSPORT (S)— 

Question re — 

Cancellation of the - granted to Mr. Saklatwala, M.P. 4532-33. 

Cancellation of the - of Mr. Saklatwala for India. 4541. 

Grant of a-to Professor Khankhoja to return to India. 3719. 

Refusal of-to employees of Indian firms in Hong Kong. 4637. 

Refusal of-to Medical Missions to China. 3327. 

Rules for the grant of - to persons entering India from Nepal, 

Bhutan, etc. 3546. 

P ATALIPUTR A— 

Question re retention by the Provincial museum at Patna of the valu¬ 
able relics found at-and Nalanda in Bihar. 3152. 

PATENT FUEL— 

Question re terminal charges on coke and - arriving in Calcutta. 

3290-91. 


XilOCLA 
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PATIENTS— 

Question re — 

Admission of non-railway - into the Burlington Hospital at 

Asansol. 3801. 

Charges to -and their relatives by the Lady Hardinge Hospital, 

Delhi. 4213-14. 

PATNA— 

Question re — 

Removal of the office of the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and 

Orissa, from Ranchi to -. 3724. 

Retention by the Provincial museum at - of the valuable relics 

found at Pataliputra and Nalanda in Bihar. 3152. 

PATNA CITY— 

Question re stoppage of the I-up Punjab Mail at-. 3420. 

PATNA DIVISION— 

Question re visits of the Superintendent of Post Offices,-to Head, 

Sub, or Branch Post Offices. 3426-27. 

PAY— 

Question re — 

Bars in the time-scale of-of postal employees. 3642. 

Discontinuance of the special - in lieu of overseas allowance to 

officers of Indian domicile on the South Indian Railway. 3394. 

Exemption from Indian income-tax of-, allowances, pensions and 

gratuities payable in the United Kingdom. 3438. 

Grant of increased ——- and house rent to Wharfingers and Assistant 
Wharfingers in Bombay. 3919. 

Grant of overseas - to officers of non-Asiatic domicile in the 

employ of Port Trusts, etc. 3589-90, 3591. 

Improvement of the - and allowances of postmen and inferior 

servants. 3729. 

Maximum of the clerical time-scale of-of postal clerks. 3729. 

-and yearly promotions of Preventive Officers and Wharfingers. 

3919. 

-of clerks of the Railway Mail Service in the mofussil and the 

city of Madras. 3021. 

-of graduates and under graduates in the Post Offices. 4570-71. 

- of graduates in Post Offices and the Railway Mail Service. 

3992. 

- of income-tax officers, Examiners and Inspectors in Bombay 

and the Mofussil. 3277. 

- of income-tax officers, Examiners, etc., in the different Pro¬ 
vinces. 3275-76. 

-of postal employees. 3730-31. 

-of Postmasters. 3223. 

- of the Professor of Sanskrit and the Professor of Persian in 

the Government College, Ajmer. 3911. 
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PAY— contd. 

Question re — contd . 

-of telegraph masters, telegraphists and certain classes of postal 

officials. 3640-42. 

- of Wharfingers and Assistant Wharfingers in Bombay. 3922- 

.23. 

-, pensions and promotions of the members of the India Un¬ 
attached List. 3732. 

Revised rates of-for certain Indian Army Departments. 4203- 

04. 

Revised scale of - for some classes of the subordinate establish¬ 

ment in Ordnance Factories. 4552-53. 

Revised scales of-for postal clerks, etc. 3991-92. 

Revision of the - and prospects of first division assistants in 

Attached Offices. 4193-94. 

Revision of the-of clerks on the South Indian Railway. 4238. 

Revision of the-of the establishment of Attached Offices. 4194. 

Revision of the - of the postmen and lower staff in the Burma 

Post Offices and Railway Mail Service. 4319. 

Revision of the - of postmen, overseers. Branch Postmasters, 

etc. 3526. 

Revision of the - of the Superintendents, Head Clerks and 

Inspectors of Post Offices. 3433-34. 

Scales of- in the Attached Offices. 4563. 

Scales of--of temporary British and Indian Officers of the Indian 

Medical Service. 3880-81. 

Scales of - of temporary Indian and British Indian Medical 

Service Officers. 3875-76. 

Sick leave-of Europeans and Indians on Railways. 3018. 

Time-scale of-of clerks in departmental telegraph offices. 3403. 

Withdrawal and suspension of increments of - of clerks and 

accountants of the Military Accounts Department. 3713-15. 

PENALTY (IES)— 

Question re recovery of-from railway companies for overcrowding 

of carriages. 3411. 

PENINSULAR AND ORIENTAL STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY— 
Question rc— 

Employment of successful cadets of the trainingship as apprentices 
by the-. 3866-67. 

Mail subsidies to the British Indian Steam Navigation Company 
and the -. 4201. 

PENINSULAR LOCOMOTIVE COMPANY— 

Question re purchase by Government of the works of the 
76. 


-. 2973- 
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PENSION (S)- • , 

Question re — 

Counting towards - of deputation allowances drawn by Mr. 

Bhagwan Das Suri. 3902. 

Counting towards - of service rendered by a person as a port 

light keeper on bis transfer to the sea or coast light service. 
3026. 

Counting towards- of temporary service rendered by temporary 

employees of the Public Works Department who are subsequently 
made permanent. 4554-55. 

Exemption from Indian income-tax of pay, allowances, —— and 
gratuities payable in the United Kingdom. 3438. 

Grant of a - to the widow of Babu Dinesh Chandra Banerjee. 

3719-20. 

Grant of gratuity or some form of-to temporary Indian officers 

of the Indian Medical Service when they are discharged. 4241. 

; Grant of higher scales of-to Government servants. 3398. 

Pay,-and promotions of the members of the India Unattached 

List. 3732. . ; 

- and provident fund for section clerks in Ordnance Eactories. 

4553. 

-of menials. 3440. 

-of Mr. Bhagwan Das Sufi, late Accountant, Military Accounts 

Department. 3901-02. 

Retirement of European Government officials on proportionate-. 

3143-44. 

Revised-for the Indian Medical Department. 4204. 

Revision of the scales of - of the menial staff in Government 

Departments. 3440. 

Resolution re - of the employees of the Telegraph Department. 

4659-64. 

PENSION RULES— 

Question re — 

New -. 3387, 4208-09, 4521. 

Revised-. 3642. 

Revision of the - and leave rules of inferior servants of the 

Government of India. 3215. 

PEONS— 

Question rc Muslim overseers, mail runners, -, etc., in the Chitta¬ 

gong Postal Division. 3634. 

PERSIAN TERRITORY— 

Question re names of informers who supply information to Government 
in regard to Indians residing in Afghanistan, Russian Territory - 
and -. 4313. 

PERSONAL ASSISTANTS— ' , 

.Question rc creation of posts of-to the Chief Officers of Ordnance 

Fact cries. 4552. 
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PERSONAL ASSISTANT(S) TO POSTMASTERS GENERAL— 
Question re daily allowances of -. 3421. 

PESHAWAR— 

Question re abolition as separate units of the offices of the District 

Controllers of Military Accounts, at Mhow, -, Bangalore and 

Calcutta. 3712. 

PESHAWAR JAIL— 

Question re subjection to police serveillance of Gauhar Rahman since 
his release from the -. 3893. 

PES11WA— 

Question re publication of an article regarding Shivaji in the -% a 

Delhi monthly. 4206. 

PETITION (S)— 

-relating to the Children’s Protection Bill 3328. 

PICTURE FRAMES— 

Question re booking of-, motor tyres, etc., at parcel rates on State 

Railways. 3732. 

PILGRIM (S')— 

Question re — 

Alleged harassment of - at Hardwar. 2978. 

Arrangements for the security of Indian-between Jeddah and 

Mecca. 3314. 

Haj -. 3519-20, 3699-3700. 

Hardships of-returning from the Gurukul Ivangri (Hardwar' 

fair. 2977-78. 

PILGRIM’S CAMP. KARACHI— 

Question rc moscpie in the -. 3326. 

PILOT(S)— 

Question re number and nationality of - in the Bengal Pilot 

Service. 454S-49. 

PILOT SERVICE— 

Question rc— 

Admission of masters of home-trading into the - at Madras, 

Chittagong. Bombay. Karachi. Aden and Rangoon. 3907. 

Qualifications of candidates for the - at Madras. Chittagong, 

Bombay. Karachi, Aden and Rangoon. 3908. 

PLATFORMS— 

Question rc— 

Allowing of doolies on the various-at Delhi Junction. 3<09. 

Number of stations with raised -on the Assam Bensral Railway. 

3137. 

POISONS ACT, 1919- 

Question rc amendment of the -. 371S-19. 

POLICE, DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT OF— 

Question re promotion of -. 3734*35. 
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POLICE ESCORTS— , 

Question re _for remittances of Government treasure sent by rail¬ 

way. 4236-37. 

POLICE FORCE— 

Question re — 

Exclusion of the depressed classes from the 


4305-06. 


_EiXCl.US.LU.Ll UL --- _ . , ^ 

Number of the depressed classes employed m the m each Pro¬ 


vince. 4305. 

POLICE OFFICER(S)— 

Question re strength of Muhammadan 
Province, the Punjab, Delhi, 
Provinces. 3507-08. 


-in the North-West Frontier 

Ajmer-Merwara and the United 


POLICE SURVEILLANCE— # . 

Question re subjection to - of Gauhar Rahman since his re ease 

from the Peshawar Jail. 3893. 


POLITICAL DETENUS— 

Question re number of-suffering from tuberculosis. 3546-47. 

POLITICAL OFFENCES— 

Question re trial of Indians in China for-. 3893. 

POLLACHI— 

Question re transfer of Mr. N. Yenkataraman, acting clerk of tie 
Coimbatore Head Post Office, to -. 3432. 

POLL-TAX— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the -in Fiji. 3434-35. 

- on Asiatics in Kenya. 3313. 

PONABALIA— 

Question re riot at-. 2977. 

POONA— 


Question re — 

Abolition of the posts of three Indian Sub-Assistant Station Master^ 
at -. 3318. 

Continuance of the present practice of taking Taboots over 
Sangam Bridge on Wellesley Road,-. 3733. 

Grant of a house rent allowance to the clerks of the Milrt 8 I 
Accounts Department, -. 3712-13. 

Provision of quarters, or grant of a house rent allowance 
thereof to the employees of the Railway Commercial Depa 
at Bombay, Karachi and-. 3318. 

Result of the official tests in the matter of the Beam Wireless Sta 
near-. 3736. 

POONA DISTRICT— 

^jon re construction of a railway from Talegaon to Muncker 


3716. 
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POONA HEAD POST OFFICE— 

Question re grading of certain sorting postmen at the - as sorting 

clerks. 3526. 

POPPY PLANT— 

Question re morphia contents of the-. 3383-84. 

POPULATION, MUSLIM— 

Question re total-of India showing males and females and literates 

and illiterates. 3508. 

PORT(S)— 

Question re— 

Carriage of Government and railway stores coastwise and in tlie 

foreign trade from and to an Indian-. 3865. 

Declaration of Chittagong as a major -. 3718. 

Low railway rates for traffic to and from -. 3385. 

Number of lascars and firemen shipped at eacli major-in India 

during the last three years. 3863. 

Proposed transfer of the major - to the control of the Central 

Government. 3587-88. 

PORT COMMISSIONERS, CALCUTTA— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Assistant Accountant under the -. 4536. 

Representation from the Indian Chamber of Commerce in connection 

with the appointment of Assistant Accountant under the -. 

4536-37. 

PORTERS— 

Question rc — 

Contractor for-at the Delhi railway station. 3316. 

Grievances of luggage-at Howrah. 3542-43. 

PORT LIGHT KEEPER— 

Question re counting towards pension of service rendered by a person 
as _on his transfer to the sea or coastlight service. 3026. 

PORT TRUST(S)— 

Question rc — 

Appointment of Indians at Chairmen of-. etc. 3588, 3o9l. 

Assistant Officer of the Rangoon, -. 35SS-S9, 3591. 

Grant of overseas pay to officers of non-Asiatic domicile in the 

employ of -. etc. 3589-90. .1591. 

Increase in the number of Indian Members ol -. 35SS, 3591. 

Indianization of the superior service* under the various-. 3592. 

Purchase of stores by -. 3592. 

Superior posts in the - held by Europeans. Anglo-Indians and 

Indians, etc. 3593. 

Throwing open of the meetings oi 
3591-92. 


to the Press and the public- 
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PORT TRUST SERVICES— 

Question re — 

Recruitment, of Indians to the superior -. 3590-91. 

Recruitment of the superior-by the Public Service Commission 

3587-88. 

Resolution on the subject of the Indianisation of the higher grades 
of-. 4535-36. 

POST OFFICE(S)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the Branch- at Bitwan Bazar, Monghyr. 4318. 

Appointment in the selection grade of the Bombay General-of 

the two Inspectors of the Foreign Mail Division. 3452-53. 

Appointment of Muslims as probationary Superintendents of -. 

3004. 

Changes in the personnel of the Sub-Postmasters and clerks in each 
of the —— located at Valporai, Attalcatti and Charanbadi in the 
Nilgiri Division. 3448. 

Discontinuance of the practice of making readers in the - in 

Bombay City sign as escorts to postmen. 3526. 

Establishment of Head, Sub or Branch - in Bihar and Orissa. 

3425. 

Examination for Inspectors of-. 4567. 

Examination of reserve clerks in the-. 3644-46. 

Grant of compensatory allowances to officials of the- employed 

in unhealthy localities in the Madras Circle. 3886. 

Information relating to the Silcliar Head-and the Silchar Head 

Record Office. 3221-22. 

Inspection of Branch - by Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. Smith, 

Superintendent of-, Nilgiri Division.' 3429-30. 

Inspection of-by Audit Officers. 3648-49. 

Introduction of a new grade of clerks in the - and the Railway 

Mail Service. 3729. 

Introduction of the Treasury Contract System in the General-, 

Bombay. 3414-15. 

Local alowance of clerics of the Head-in Ootacnmund. etc. 3447- 

48. 

Muslim employees in the -at Noakliali and Tippera. 3634. 

Night duty in the -. Munshigunj. 4323. 

Pay of graduates and undergraduates in Ihe -. 4570-71. 

Pay of graduates in-and the Railway Mail Service. 3992. 

Provision of a telegraph connection to the-at Manjhaul. 3736. 

Provision of free cpiarters for clerks of the -, Gudalpur, in the 

Nilgiri Division. 3449-50. 

Removal of delivery - in Bombay to distant corners of tbeir 

delivery areas. 3417-18. 

°f the pay of the postmen and lower staff in the-and 

> ne Railway Mail Service. Burma. 4319. 
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POST OFFICE(S )—contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Sorting work in the Amherst Street, Bow Bazar and Beadon Street, 

-. 4324. 

System of sending cash from the Head - in Simla to the Sub- 

-. 4315-16. 

Visits of the Superintendent of-, Patna Division, to Head, Sub 

or Branch-. 3426-27. 

POST OFFICE GUARANTEE FUND— 

Question re the -. 3597. 

POST OFFICE LIFE INSURANCE FUND— 

Question re accounts of the -. 3310. 

POST OFFICE -LIFE INSURANCE SCHEME— 

Question re extension of the - to the extra-departmental Agents. 

3596. 

POSTAL ACCOUNTANTS’ EXAMINATION— 

Question re — 

-. 4567. 

Principles regulating the appointment of persons who have passed 
the-ns accountants. 2992. 

Promotions to Head Postmastersliips of persons who have passed the 
-. 2991-92. 

POSTAL ADMINISTRATION— 

Question re -in the Nilgiri Division. 3429. 

POSTAL AND TELEGRAPHIC FACILITIES— 

Question re improvement of the - in the Chota Nagpur Division 

3721-22. 

POSTAL CIRCLE— 

Question re period for which a Postmaster General retains charge of 

a -. 4547. 

POSTAL CLERTC(.S)— 

Question re — 

Case of Mr. A. Krishnier. -, Kotagiri. 3433. 

Maximum of the clerical time-scale of pay of-. 3729. 

Officiating or temporary service rendered by-and sorters in the 

Railway Mail Service. 3414-15. 

Revised scales of pay for-, etc. 3991-92. 

POSTAL CODE— 

Question rc revision of the-and the Telegraph Code. 4223. 

POSTAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question rc — 

Appointment of relations of retired postal officials in the-. 3643. 

Discontent among senior officials in the -. 3596. 

Leave reserve of the lower grade staff of the-. 3730. 

Meagre representation of Muslims in the -. 3003. 

Non-representation of Muslims of the Punjab in the 


. 3509-10. 
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POSTAL DEPARTMENT— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Recruitment of cheaper clerical staff in the-. ' 4566. 

Refusal of landlords to repair houses leased to the -- in the 

Madras Presidency. 3992-93. 

Representation of Muslims in the -, Simla. 4209. 

POSTAL DEPARTMENT, PUNJAB— 

Question re number of Hindus and Muhammadans employed in the 
lower clerical grade of the-since the 1st March, 1927. 3889. 

POSTAL EMPLOYEES— 

Question re — 

Alleged assaults on -. 3643-44. 

Amount of fines recovered from-. 3451-52. v 

Bars in the time-scale of pay of -. 3642. 

Exemption of --with 20 years’ service from the examination for 

promotion to selection grade appointments. 4565. 

Grant of compensatory allowances to-of the clerical cadre sta¬ 

tioned in unhealthy localities in the Nilgiri Division. 3446. 

Grant of relief to the family of the late Mr. Madan Gopal. a-in 

the Central Provinces. 3552-53. 

Grants to recreation clubs for-and telegraph employees. 3451. 

Inordinate delay in the appeals of -. 4324. 

Number of deaths of --for the last ten years in the specially un¬ 

healthy localities in the various Postal Circles and in the cities of 
Bombay, Madras and Calcutta. 3442. 

Pay of -. 3730-31. 

Sale of cpiinine by -. 3596. 

POSTAL INSPECTOR’S SUB-DIVISION— 

Question re number of offices in a -. 3606-07. 

POSTAL OFFICIAL(S)— 

Question re — 

Alleviation of the distress and suffering of - employed in the 

Dooars and the Terai. 4322-23. 

Appointment of a junior-as Accountant of Nellore. 2992. 

Appointment of relations of retired- in the Postal Department, 

3643. 


Dismissal of Mr. Ilarihar Prasad Shaw, a-. 3727. 


Grant of house-rent, to - 

dency -. 3992. 

High death rate among 
4321. 


in certain places in the Madras Presi- 
- in the Jalpaiguri Postal Division. 


Memorial of Mr. Ilarihar Prasad Shaw, a -. in regard to his 

dismissal. 3729. 

Pay of telegraph masters, telegraphists and certain classes of --. 

3640-42. 

Safeguarding of the lives of 
Division. 4321-22. 


employed in the Jalpaiguri Postal 
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POSTAL STAFF— 

Question re increase of tlie-in Howrah. 3442-43. 

POSTAL VANS— 

Question re haulage charges for-. 3281. 

POSTMAN (MEN)— 

Question re— 

Discontinuance of the practice of making readers in the Post 
Offices in Bombay City sign as escorts to -. 3526. 

Grading of certain sorting-at the Poona Head Office as sorting 

clerks. 3526. 

Grant of a local allowance to the-of Simla. 4314-15. 

Grant of compensatory allowances to - and the lower grade 

staff stationed in unhealthy localities in the Madras Circle. 3447. 

Grant of house rent to - and menials. 3992. 

Improvement of the pay and allowances of - and inferior 

servants. 3729. 

Memorial of the - of Simla. 4315. 

Privilege leave of -. 4315. 

Promotion of - to the clerical grade. 3730. 

Provision of accommodation for - and lower grade staff, etc. 

3628. 

Revision of the pay of -, overseers, Branch Postmasters, etc. 

352G. 

Revision of the pay of the-and lower staff in the Burma Post 

Offices and Railway Mail Sendee. 4319. 

Security bonds of -. 3731. 

POSTMASTER (S)— 

Question re — 

Changes in the personnel of the Sub- - and clerks in each of 

the Post Offices located at Yalparai, Attakati and Chcrambndf 
in the Nilgiri Division. 344S. 

Death of two Sub- - owing to not being relieved when ill, 

3445-46. 

Grievances of Branch -. 3526. 

Grievances of -. 3222-23. 

Promotion of-and Inspectors to the 2nd selection grade. 3223- 

24. 

Provision of free quarters for -. 3636. 

Rates of annual increments of Supex’intendents of Post Offices and 
first class -. 3698-99. 

Revision of the pay of postmen, overseers. Branch -. 3526. 

POSTMASTER GENERAL— 

Question re — 

Date of appointment of Mr. Booth as -in the Punjab. 4656. 

Deputy -- in the Province of Bihar and Orissa. 3421. 

Duty allowances of Personal Assistants to -. 3421. 

Period for whieh a-retains charge of a Postal Circle. 4547. 
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POSTMASTER GENERAL, PUNJAB AND NORTH-WEST FRON¬ 
TIER CIRCLE— 

Question re — 

Appeals from the orders of Mr. Booth, -. 4547. 

Meagre representation of Muslims in the office of the-. 3003-04. 

Retention of Mr. Booth as -. 4548. 

Transfer of officials in the office of the -. 3004. 


POSTMASTERSHIPS’ HEAD— 

Question re promotions to-of persons who have passed the Postal 

Accountants’ examination. 2991-92. 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS, ACCOUNTANT GENERAL OF— 

Question re abolition of the lower division scale in the office of the 
-. 3639-40. 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF— 

Question rc — 

Additional expenditure incurred by the more of the Wireless 

Branch of the office of the - to Simla. 3915-16. 

Allotment of a “ C *’ class quarter in Simla to the Head Assistant 

of the Wireless Branch of the office of the-. 3915. 

PRAKASAM. MR. T.— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Consideration of clause 2. 4510-11, 4512-14. 

Motion to pass. 4603-07. 

Indian Securities (Amendment) Bill— 

Consideration of clause 3. 4160. 

Volunteer Police Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 4176-78. 

PRASAD. MR. HARIHAR— 

Question rc ease of -. 4323. 

PREMIUM INCOME— 

Question rc - of insurance companies doing business in India. 

3869. 


PRESIDENCY-TOWNS INSOLVENCY (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s) ”. ■ 

PRESIDENT, MR,— 

Disallows motion for adjournment to discuss the cold-blooded murders 
of eight Hindus. 3923. 

Motion rc relief for sufferers from floods in Gujrat and parts of 
Orissa and Sind. 3035-36. 

Ruling by -regarding putting and answering of questions in the 

vernacular. 39S0. 

Ruling by - regarding the putting of questions standing in the 

name of an Honourable Member who was absent by some other 
member. 3403. 3404. 

Ruling by -that all references to rumours were out of order. 

4280. 
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PRESIDENT, MR.— contd. 

Ruling by - that Honourable Members must use language which 

the reporters can understand or follow. 4500. 

Ruling by - that, in discussing the motion for adjournment re¬ 

garding the withdrawal during the August-Seplember session of 
the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill, all references 
to the merits of that Bill would be out of order. 427S, 4281. 

Ruling by-that Members desiring to move important amendments 

to an amendment must give intimation to the Chair of their 
intention and supply a copy of it to the Chair m time. 3847-48. 

Ruling by - that Mr. K. C. Roy’s motion for adjournment, as 

restricted only to the question of the personnel of the Royal 
Commission to consider the federation of Kenya and other East 
and Central African Colonies, was in order. 3030. 3031. 

Ruling by - that no reference could be made to any undertaking 

given by Government in connection with the Gold Standard and 
Reserve Bank of India Bill except in so far as such undertaking 
j was embodied in the report of the Joint Committee. 3747. 

Ruling by-that references to the Secretary of State would not be 

allowed in discussing the motion for adjournment regarding the 
withdrawal during the August-September session of the Gold 
Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill. 4277. 

) Ruling by - that the amendment of Mr. R. K. Shanmukliam 

Chetty to the Government motion for the election of a panel for 
the Standing Committee of the Department of Industries and 
Labour was not in order. 3073, 3074. 

Ruling by - that the motion for adjournment to discuss the re¬ 

trenchment by the Bengal Nagpur Railway of workmen employed 
in the workshops at Kharagpur was not in order. 4060. 

PRESIDENT OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY— 

Question rc applicability of the Government Servant’s Conduct Rules 
to the -. 4208. 

PRESS (ES)— 

Question rc — 

Discontent among the Muslim employees of the Government of 
India -, Delhi. 4212. 

Grievances of employees of the Government of India -. 4573. 

Inflammatory communal writings in a section of the Punjab -. 

3510-11. 

Issue of instructions by the Education Department regarding the 
supply of information to the --. 3982. 

Memorial from the employees of the Government of India -. 

Calcutta. 4573. 

Purchase ar.d sale of machines by the Government of India - 

in Calcutta, Delhi and Simla. 4574. 
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PRESS (ES)— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Qualifications, length of service, pay, etc., of the clerical establish¬ 
ment of the Government of India,-Delhi. 4211-12. 

Sale of waste paper by the Government of India- in Calcutta, 

Delhi and Simla. 4574. 

Throwing open of the meetings of Port Trusts to the-and the 

public. 3591-92. 

PREVENTIVE OFFICERS— 

Question re pay and yearly promotions of - and Wharfingers. 

3919. 

PRIMARY EDUCATION— 

Question re Development of - among Muhammadans in Ajmer- 

Merwara. 4184. 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS— 

Question re opening of - for Muslims in Ajmer-Merwara. 

3908-09, 4184. 

PRINTING, STATIONERY AND STAMPS, CONTROLLER OF— 

Question re representation of Muslims in the office of the-. 4211. 

PRIVATE PRACTICE— 

Question re — 

-allowed to officers of the Imperial X-Ray Institute at Delira 

Dun. 3206. 

Use by officers of the Imperial X-Ray Institute of Government 
apparatus and machinery in their-. 3206-07. 

PRIVILEGE (S)— 

Motion regarding - and'status of Members of the Legislative 

Assembly. 4665-69. 

PRIVILEGE LEAVE— 

Question re — 

Grant of-and casual leave to the employees of the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 3317. 

Grant of-to the establishment of the Military Accounts Depart¬ 

ment. 3712-15. 

-of postmen. 4315. 

PRIVY COUNCIL— 

Question re decision of the-in the case of Ganesh Lai vs. Khetra 

Mohan Mahapatra. 3545. 

PRODUCE— 

Question re decrease in the import of private merchandise and export 
of Indian - and manufactures. 3426. 

PROFESSOR OF PERSIAN— 

Question rc pay of the Professor of Sanskrit and the-in the 

Government College, Ajmer. 8911. 
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PROFESSOR OF SANSKRIT— 

Question re pay of the - and the Professor of Persian in the 

Government College, Ajmer. 3911. 

PROMOTIONS— 

Question re — 

Age-limit prescribed for departmental - in certain services. 

4192. 

Pay, pensions and - of the members of the India Unattached 

List. 3732. 

-of postmen to the clerical grade. 3730. 

- of unpassed men to the upper division of the Government of 

India Secretariat. 3885-86. 

PROSPECTUS— 

Question re publication of the-for the trainingship ‘ 4 Dufferin ’ \ 

3734. 

PROSTITUTE (S)— 

Question re expulsion of foreign -. 2987. 

PROTECTIVE DUTY— 

Question re — 

Levy of a-on paper. 3319-20. 

-on imported paper. 3319. 

provident FUND— 

Question re — 

Establishment of a- for, and grant of gratuities to, temporary 

and extra temporary staff employed in the Ordnance and Cloth¬ 
ing Factories. 4550. 

Pension and - for section elei*ks in Ordnance Factories. -4553. 

- for Government employees. 3215. 

- for Government servants. 3440-41. 

- for the staff of the Currency Office. 3441-42. 

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS— 

Question re appointment of expert Committees by - to enquire 

into the causes of floods. 3601-02. 

PROVINCIAL SERVICES— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the - on Railways. 3283. 

Recruitment to new -. 3597. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COkIMITTEE— 

Election of Mr. S. C. Mitra to the -. 3154. 

Motion for the election of a member to the- vice Maulana A. H. 

Natique. 3071. 

Presentation of the Report of the-. 4325. 
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PUBLIC INFORMATION, BUREAU OF— 

Question re — 

Functions and duties of tlie officers' of tlie-. 4649-50. 

Functions of the - in connection with the views and policies of 

Government. 465,0-52. 

PUBLIC SERVICE(S)— 

Question re communal representation in the - under the Govern¬ 

ment of Madras, Bombay and the United Provinces. 3278-79. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION— 

Question re — 

Employment of unpassed men in the office of the-. 4637-38. 

Inability of the - to nominate Muslims for employment in the 

Army Department. 3913. 

Issue b3 r the-of a supplementary list of passed Muslim candi¬ 

dates. 3913. 

Recruitment of the superior Port Trust Services by the -.3587- 

88 . 

PUBLIC WORKS BRANCH, INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT— 
Question re employment of Muslims in the -. 3914. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Counting towards pension of temporary services rendered by 

temporary employees of the - who are subsequently made 

permanent. 4554-55. 

Department of Industries and Labour and the-. 4201. 

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE— 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Advisory -. 3083. 

PUJA~ HOLIDAYS— 

Question re postponement of the discharge of workmen from the 
Kharagpur workshops until after the -. 4230-31. 

PUMPING STATION— 

Question re installation by the Madras and Southern Maliratta Rail- 
waj r of a-at the River Palar. 3239. 

PUNISHMENTS— 

Question re award of double-to railway employees. 3298. 

PUNJAB— 

Question rc — 

Appointment of Income-tax Officers, Inspectors and Stenographers 
in the-and the North-West Frontier Province. 2979; 

Appointment of Rai Bahadur Mangat Rai as Officiating Commis¬ 
sioner of Income-tax, - and the North-West Frontier Pro¬ 

vince. 3611-12. 

Data oi. appointment of Mr. Booth as Postmaster General in the 
-. 4656. ' . - 
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PUN J AB— conid. 

Question re — contd. 

Meagre representation of Muslims in tlie office of the Postmaster 
General, -. 3003-04. 

Non-representation of Muslims of tlie - in the Postal Depart¬ 

ment. 3509-10. 

Number of chances given to Income-tax officers and Assistant 
Income-tax Officers in the --to pass the departmental examina¬ 

tion. 3613-14. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Income-tax Department of the - 

and the North-West Frontier Province. 3612-13. 

Strength of Muhammadan police officers in the North-West Fron¬ 
tier Province, the -, Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and the United 

Provinces. 3507-08. 

Transfer of officials in the office of the Postmaster General, -. 

3004. 

PUNJAB CIRCLE— 

Question re period of employment of Mr. Naubat Rai in the - as 

Personal Assistant and Deputy Postmaster General. 3004. 

PUNJAB MAIL— 

Question re stoppage of the 1-up-at Patna City. 3420. 

PUNJAB POSTAL CIRCLE— 

Question re numerical strength of Muslims and non-Muslims in the 
clerical establishment of the -. 3002-03. 

PUNJAB PRESS— 

Question re inflammatory communal writings in a section of the-. 

3510-11. 

PUNJABI TROOPS— 

Question re number of casualties among -at Shanghai. 2977. 

PURI— 

Question re opening -by the Bengal Nagpur Railway of a booking 
office in the town of 2997. 

PnRSHOTAMDAS THAKURDAS, SIR— 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3577, 3738-50, 3780. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 4415-16. 

Indian Securities (Amendment) Bill— 

Consideration of clause 3. 4159-60. 

Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to recommit 1o Select Committee. 4122-23, 412.0. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4057. 


L105LA. 
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PURSHOTAMDAS THAKURDAS, SIR— contd. 


Question re — • . . - 

Applicability of the provisions of the Indian Emigration Act, 
1922 (VII of 1922), to men recruited for. service in the port 


of Aden. 3453. 

Information and data relating to wages. 3521. 

Refusal of the Swedish Match Company to furnish details of their 
works cost to the Tariff Board. 2984. 


Question (Supplementary) re — 

Appointment of a Commission to investigate the possibility of 
federating the British Central and . East African Colonies. 
3593, 3594, 3595. 

Devastation caused by the recent floods in India. 3625. 

Railway embankments and floods in Gujarat. 3537. 

Report regarding the working of the convention for the separation 
of Railway from General Finances. 3534. 

Q 

QUARTERS— 

Question re — 

Alleged irregularities in the allotment of residential - to clerks 

in Simla. 3914-45. 

Allotment of “ C ” class - in Simla to the Head Assistant of 

the Wireless Branch of the office of the Director General of Posts 
and Telegraphs. 3915. 

Closing of the water pipes in the high level-in New Delhi soon 

after 10 a.m. 4295. 


Defects in “ D ” class -in New Delhi. 4294., 

Expansion of the Post Office building at Valparai in the Madras 
Circle and construction of - for the clerks. 3448-49; • 

Fixing of permanent hanging hooks in the walls of —— in New 
Delhi. 4296. 

Grant of free- or house rent in lieu thereof to the signal room 

clerks transferred from old Delhi to New Delhi. 4239. 

Inclusion of the expenditure on electrical and sanitary installations 
in the capital cost of residential —— for Government servants. 
3883-84. , ■ ■ 

Issue of extra furniture to residents of D ” class - in New 

Delhi. 4295-96. 

Location of the private - of Superintendents of Post Offices in 

their office buildings. 3425. 

Provision of free -for the clerks of the Gudalur Post Office in 

the Nilgiri Division. 3449-50. 

Provision of free -for postmasters. 3636. 

Provision of - for clerks of Ordnance and Clothing Factories. 

4553-54. 

Provision of - for Indian apprentices of the Jamalpur Work¬ 
shops. 3329. 1 

Provision of -- for Indian employees of the East Indian Fail- 

way. 3623. 
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QUARTERS— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Provision o£- for their employees by the Assam Bengal Rail¬ 

way. 3134-35. 

Provision of-for grant of a house rent allowance in lieu there¬ 

of, to the employees of the Railway Commercial Department at 
Bombay, Karachi and Poona. 3318. 

Refund to Babu Ratiranjan Sen Gupta, a signaller of the combined 

office at- Kharagpur, of rent charged for - not occupied by 

him. 3450-51. 

Removal of the main electric switchboard in some “ D ” class —— 
in New Delhi inside the -. 4294. 

Replacement by glass windows of the honey-combed portions of the 
bath rooms in the " D ” class-in New Delhi. 4295. 

QUESTION (S)— 

Discussion re answering of - in the vernacular. 3979-81. 

Question re number of - asked in the last two Assemblies. 3422. 

QUESTIONNAIRE— 

Question re circulation of the -- of the Royal Agricultural Com¬ 

mission to members of the Indian Legislature. 3626-27. 

QUETTA— 

Question re withholding of the payment of gratuity to Indar Sain, 
a civilian overseer, retrenched from the Military Grass Farm, 4th 
Circle -. 3882-83. 

QUININE— 

Question re sale of- by Postal employees. 3596. 

R 

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION— 

Question re - on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Rail¬ 

way. 3916. 

RAHIMTULLA, ]MR. FAZAL IBRAHIM— 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3757-58. 

Consideration of clause 7. 3829-30. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill- 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4061-4065. 

Question rc — 

Grant of increments to the employees of Currency Offices witli more 
than ten years’ service. 3441. 

Pensions of menials. 3440. 

Provident Fund for Government servants. 3440-41. 

Provident Fund for the staff of the Currency Office. 3441. 

Revision of the scales of pension of the menial staff in Government 
Departments. 3440. 

Vacant military buildings at Satarn. 4570. 
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RAIL MOTOR DRIVERS— . 

Question re European and Indian - on the Kalka-Simla Rail¬ 

way. 4364. 

RAILWAY (S)— 

Arrah-Sasaram Light-. 

Question re fencing of the railway lines on the - and the Bihar- 

Bukhtiarpur Light Railway. 3420. 

Assam Bengal— 

Question re — 

Accident on the-between Barlekha. and Latu Stations. 3511-12, 

Advertising of vacancies on the —t—. 3136. 

Allegations against Chief or Head Clerks employed on the -. 

3133. 

Alleged nepotism on the-. 3132. 

Appeals against dismissals of employees of the -. 3138. 

Appointment of Mussalmans as hospital assistants, compounders and 
sanitary inspectors on the -. 3294. 

Appointment of Mussalmans on the.-. 3131. 

Appointment of retired Government servants on the -'. , 3294. 

Appointment of travelling ticket examiners and travelling Inspectors 
of Accounts on the-. 3134. 

-buildings in Chittagong. 3135. 

-Cottage Hospital at Chittagong. 3135-36. 

-station at Sylliet Ghat. 4301. 

Bungalow at Dlioom Station on the-. 3137-38. 

Chief or Head Clerks employed on the - . 3132-33, 

Construction of the Habiganj-Shaisthaganj Branch Line of the-. 

4302. 

Employment of a Mussalman or Christian station master at Sitflr 
kund on the-. 3139. 

Employment of Mussalmans on the --. 3133. 

Examiner of Accounts for the —rr— at Chittagong. 3633. 

Fencing of the lines on the Kntakhal-Lalbazar Railway and the 
Sylliet Kulaura Branch of the-- 4302. 

Government examiners of accounts on the —:—, 3294. 

Inconveniences of higher class passengers on the-. 3512. 

Institution of Watch and Ward Department on the Madras and 
Southern Maliratta and South Indian Railways, the Bengal and 
North-Western Railway and the-. 3793. 

Leave rules of the-. 3137. 

Lengths of .iurisdiction of District 'Traffic Superintendents and 
Executive Engineers on the-. 3513. 

Local Advisory Committee of the - at Chittagong. 3338-39. 

Method of recruitment of Assistant Traffic Superintendents on 
the -. 3295. 
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RAILWAY (S) —contd. 

Assam Bengal— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Muslims clerks and menials employed on the -. 3139. 

Mussalman employees of the -. 3130-31. 

Number of stations with raised platforms on the -. 3137. 

Number of ticket collectors on the -. 3294-95. 

Powers of control of the Agent, -. 3131-32. 

Provision of quarters for their employees by the -. 3134-35. 

Qualifications of Auditors, Deputy Auditors and Assistant Auditors 
on the-. 3136-37. 

Qualifications of officers of the -. 3132. 

Recruitment of apprentice mechanics on the -. 3295-96. 

Reductions on the -. 3131. 

Relation of the Government to the -. 3130. 

Remedies for the defects and waste in the Administration of the- 

and other Railways. 3139. 

Rules ‘and regulations relating to the recruitment of P. W. I. 
Probationers on the -. 3405. 

Travelling and halting allowances of officers on the - provided 

with saloons. 3137. 

Unnecessary expenditure on masonry buildings by the-. 3135. 

Working capital of the-, etc. 3130. 

Barsi Light— 

Question re provision of latrines in third class carriages on the--. 

3810. 

Bengal and North-Western — 

Question re — 

. <> Booking of motor cars and live stock from Diglia Ghat,-, across 

the river during the rains. 4051. 

Institution of a Watch and Ward Department on the Madras and 

Southern Mahratta and South Indian Railways, the - and the 

Assam Bengal Railway. 3791. 

Number of workshops on the Bast Indian Railway and-. 3424. 

Plying of the - steamer between Mahabirghat and Palilcza- 

gliat. 3434. 

Proposed branch line of the-between Maharajgunj and Drauli. 

4058. 

Running of through first and second class carriage between Pahleza 
Ghat and the main line of the -. 405S. 

Bengal Nagpur— 

Motion for Adjournment re retrenchment by the- of workmen 

employed in the Workshops at Kharagpur. 4059-60. 

Motion for Adjournment rr serious situation in the-— Workshops 

at Kharagpur. 4325. 4377-99. 

Question rr— 

Alleged assault on and dismissal of Snkh Lai. an employee of the 
- Workshop at Kharagpur. 3516. 



214 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


RAILWAYS— contd. 

Bengal Nagpur— contd. . 

Question re — contcl. 

Assaults by Europeans on Indian workmen in the-Workshops 

at Kharagpur. '4632. 

Case instituted by Mr. Maelaren, a foreman in the-Workshops 

at Kharagpur against Mewaram, a fitter. 4631-32. 

Cases of assault by superior officers on workers and labourers in 
the-. 4200. 

Conveyance of the English mail from Bombay to Calcutta, by 
the : -. 3412. 

Discharge of 12 clerks by the Locomotive Auditor at Kharag¬ 
pur, -. 4050. 

Expenditure incurred by the - on supei-ior officers and subordi¬ 

nate supervising staff. 4048-49. 

Expenditure on the-for superior and subordinate supervising 

staffs. 4200. 

Number of Mussalman officers and clerics on - . -3604. 

Opening by the-of a hooking office in the town of Puri. 2997. 

Rates for daily wage staff in workshops of the -. 4049. 

Repair of breaches of the line on the -. 4197. 

Representation of minority communities on the - . 3604-3605. 

Resumption of through running in the East Coast section of the--. 

4459. 

Retrenchment by the - of workmen employed in the Workshops 

at Kharagpur. 4044-45. 

Retrenchment on the -. 4197-99. 

Retrenchment on the - consequent on the introduction of Ad- 

dressograph and Graphotvpe and Accounting machines. 4199- 
4200. 

Retrenchment on the-consequent on the introduction of punch¬ 

ing and the disc system. 4199. 

Stoppage of mail trains of the - at Sompeta in the Gan jam 

District. . 4218. 

Undesirable advertisements in the time table of the -. 4555-56. 

Biliar-Bnkhtiarpur Light— 

Question re fencing of the railway lines on the Arrah-Snssaram Light 
Railway and the -. 3420. 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India— 

Question rc — 

Alleged harassment of passengers by travelling luggage Inspectors 
on the-. 3504. 

Construction by the-of special engines to suit the consumption 

of second class coal. 3548-49, 3609-10, 3800. 

Duty on steel work for the electrification of the -. 3533. 

Grant of furlough to the Indian employees of the -- . 3916-17. 

Manufacture of engines at the workshops owned by the - and' 

the Rajputnna-Malwa - in Ajmer. 3896. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


215 


RAILWAY (S) —conici. 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India— conid. 

Question re — conid. 

Manufacture of locomotives in the - workshop at Ajmer. 4560. 

Opening of the booking office at Delhi of the metre gauge section 
of the-. 3504. 

Racial discrimination on the -. 3916. 

Travelling allowance of Indian apprentice engineers of the - 

4195. 

Burma— 

Question re — 

Date of expiration of the agreement 'with the-. 3733-34. 

State management of the -. 3982-83. 

Calcutta Chord— 

Question re construction of the - (BalLv Bridge construction). 

4044. 

Charsadda-Swabi— 

Question re the -. 3632. 

Company-managed— 

Question re — 

Denial to Indian officers of - of privileges and concessions en¬ 
joyed by Indian officers on State -. 3393-94. 

Use of coal raised in collieres owned by State - on the -•. 

3548. 

Watch and Ward Department on -. 3731. 

East Indian— 

Question rc— 

Abolition of the Begari or free labour system on the -. 3543. 

Alleged assault on an Indian clerk of the -. 4206. 

Alleged insolence of a “ crewman ” of the-. 3412. 

Alleged misconduct of a “ crewman ” of the -. 3374. 

Alleged shortage of stores on the Sone Bridge at Koilwar on the-—. 

3412. 

Arrival of the 53-Up Passenger at Kinl junction on the -. 

3024. 

Case of Mr. A. Holguette, a Commercial Inspector of the -- 

4632-33. 4634. 

Classification of Anglo-Indian and Indian employees of the -. 

4646. 

Construction of an overbridge at Qulzarbatrh on the -. 3423. 

Discharge of Balm Kali Das Muklierjee. assistant station mnster, 
Kunri. -. 3921-22. 

Discharge of Mr. Nasimddin Ahmad. Ex-ITend Establishment. Clerk 

of Gaya and Dinapur -. 3311-12. 

Disciplinary action taken against certain officials of the - in 

connection with the ease of Mr. A. TToliruetfo, n Commercial 
Inspector. 4633-34. 
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RAILWAY ( S) —contd. 

Bast Indian—contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Experimental crew system on tlie-. 2969-71. 

Fatal accident at the level crossing in Jamalpur -. 3630-31. 

Issue of passes to Indian employees other than Indian Christians 

over the - during Christmas. 3703-07. 

Lengths of jurisdiction of District Traffic Superintendents and 

Executive Engineers oh the-. 35li. 

Number of Indian officers in the Traffic Service and Locomotive 

Service of the - drawing more than Rs. 500 per mensem. 

3541. 

Number of workshops bn the - and the Bengal and North- 

Western -. 3424. 

Provision of quarters for Indian employees of the --. 3623. 

Purchase of stores by the --. 3224-25; 

Remedying of defects at Baidyanath Dham on the --. 3694. 

Remodelling the station of Baidyanath Dham on the-. 2998. 

Renting of private bungalows at Dihapoi ; e by the - for their 

non-Indian employees. 3693-94. 

Reservation of first and second class compartments from Howrah 
to stations on the -. '3283. 

Reservation of first and second class compartments on the -. 

3312. 

Selection of Mr. Rutherford for the appointment of Divisional 
Superintendent; Howrah, —— . 4633, 4634. 

Workmen of the - and membership of Labour Unions. 2999- 

3000. 

Eastern Bengal— 

Question re — 

Lengths of jurisdiction of District Traffic Superintendents and 
Executive Engineers on the -. 3511. 

Proposed demolition of the. historic house of the late poet B anlrim 
Chandra Chatterjee at Kanthalpara, Nailiati - . 3142-43, 

Re-appointment of Messrs. Mathews and McGuire, insolvents, by 
the-. 354445. 

Reduction of third class fares on the-. 3555. 

Uncomfortable second class lower berths in the -. 3555. 

Gaya-Sherghatty—• 

Question re — 

Abandonment of the - project. 4205. 

Construction of the-. 3631. 

Great Indian Peninsula— 

Question re — 

Agreement with railway servants on the -. 3298. 

Catering arrangements on the -. 3287-88. 

in Messrs. Brandon and Company on the -. 3287. 
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RAILWAY (s)— contd. 

Great Indian Peninsula— contd. 

Question re— contd. 

Chief Goods Inspectors, -. 3300. 

Contract with the employees of the - not to engage on private 

work on Sundays and holidays. 3017. 

Discharge of Abdul Majid, goods clerk, by the -. 3297. 

Duty on steel work for the electrification of the -. 3533. 

Employment of A-Grade station masters at Sutna and Katni on 
the-. 3300. 

Emplojunent of Muhammadans on the -. 3297. 

Establishment of a Local Advisory Committee for the - at 

Jhansi. 4644. 

Expenditure by the-on advertisements in Great Britain. 3532. 

Grant of a time-scale to the employees of the Commercial Depart¬ 
ment of the-. 3318. 

Grant of holidays to the staff of the -. 3318. 

Grant of privilege and casual leave to employees of the -. 

3317. 

Grievances of the subordinate staff of the -. 3317. 

Indian guards and drivers employed on the main line of the -. 

3017. 

Introduction of the Fundamental Leave Rules oh the -. 3018. 

Medical Certificates of employees of the-. 3017-18. 

Number of Indian guards and drivers on passenger trains on the 
main line of the ——. 4050. 

Number of Muhammadans and non-Muhammadans employed on 
the-. 3296. 

Number of Muhammadans dismissed since the amalgamation of the 
East Indian Railwav portion (Jubbulpore to Allahabad) with 
the -- 3296-97. * 

Reconstruction of the bridge on the -in the District of Jubbul¬ 

pore. 3553-54. 

Reduction of the hours of work of the station commercial staff on 
the -. 3020. 

Rules of the - regulating the appeals of discharged hands. 

3297. 

Senior Commercial Inspectors, -. 3299-3300. 

Kalka-Simla— 

Question re European and Indian rail motor drivers on the -. 

4314. 

ICatnkhal -Lai baza r— 

Question re fencing of the lines on the - and the Svlhet- 

Kulaura Branch of the Assam Bengal-. -4302. 

Madras and Southern Mnhratta— 

Question re — 

Carriage free of charge by the -of clothes and other necessaries 

of life for the sufferers from floods in Gujarat. 4195. 
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RAILWAY (S)— contd. 

Madras and Southern Mahratta— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Installation by the - of a pumping station at the river Palar. 

3289. 

Institution of a Watch and Ward Department on the-the South 

Indian-, the Bengal and Norh-Western-, and the Assam 

Bengal-. 3791. 

North-Western— 

Question re — 

Alleged rude conduct of a guard and a constable towards Indian 
passengers on the-. 3503. 

Appointment of a Committee to study the results of the “ Trans¬ 
portation ” working of the Divisional Scheme on the -. 

3389, 3399-3400. 

Cheeking of illicit travelling on the-. 4219. 

Discharge of Jai Chand, Sub-Way Inspector, ——. 3902-3903. 

Emplo.yment of an outsider as Superintendent, Commercial Branch 
of the Headquarters office of the -. 4226. 

Grant of gratuities by the-to strikers who offered for duty and 

were not re-employed. 3891. 

Grievances of the European guards of the -stationed at Rawal¬ 

pindi. 3891. 

Hindu and Muslim clerks in the personnel branches of Divisional 
officers of the -. 4226. 

Inadequate representation of Muslims in he office of the Chief 
Auditor, -. 4228. 

Issue of cheque passes on the-to Christian Clergymen. 4645-46. 

Issue of eight-monthly return tickets by the-. 3624. 

Issue of occasion cheque passes to European and Anglo-Indian 
employees of the-. 4644-45. 

Lengths of jurisdiction of District Traffic Superintendents and 

Executive Engineers on the -. 3511. 

Long hours of work of the carriage and wagon staff at Lyallpur 

and some other stations of the-. 3890. 

Loss incurred by Government owing to the visit paid to Lahore by 

certain Travelling ticket examiners of the - in June 1925. 

3895-96. 

Muslim and Hindu clerks in the office of the Executive Officer, 
Permanent Way Branch, -. 4226-4227. • 

Muslim Traffic Inspectors and Junior Assistant Officers on the-. 

4226. 

Promotion of a Madrasi clerk of the office of the Chief Auditor, 
North-Western Pailway. 4225. 

Promotion of Indians in the Traffic Branch of the - to the post 

of a District Traffic Superintendent, 3388-89, 3399. 

Pr ™ nn nf a nevr levc>1 crossing at Oknra on the -. 3387-88, 
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HAIL WAY (S)— contd. 

North Western— corn'd. 

Question re — conid. 

Purchase of paints, varnishes and enamels of European manufac¬ 
ture by the-. 4231-32. 

Recruitment of minority communities in the clerical establishment 
of the Headquarters Office of the -. 4225. 

Re-employment of strikers by the ——. 3889-90. 

Report of Colonel Needham, I.M.S., on the re-organisation of 
medical arrangements on the -. 4555. 

Safeguarding of the interests of Muslims in the Central Office of 
the --4223-4224. 

Selection of a Hindu for the post of Junior Instructor at Lyall- 
pur, --. 4225. 

Starting salaries of graduates and matriculates in the clerical es¬ 
tablishment of the office of the- at Lahore. 3547, 4227-28. 

Supersession of Muslims by Hindu clerks in the Headquarters Office 
of the-. 4224-25. 

Surplus locomotives on the - and other -. 3284-85. 

Travelling ticket examiners on the-. 3894. 

Oudh and Rohilkhand— 

Question re — 

Amount of the allowance granted to the ministerial staff of the 
late - transferred from Lucknow to Calcutta. 4538-39. 

Demolition of some parts of the buildings of the late-. 4183- 

84. 

Demolition of the office buildings of the late - in Lucknow. 

4540. 

Employment of the staff of the late-as crewmen. 4539. 

Offices located in the old - buildings at. Lucknow. 4539-40. 

Transfer to Lucknow of the Employees of the late-. 4184. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the Provincial Services on -. 3283. 

Aggregate tonnage of coal consumed bv the ma.ior Indian -. 

3609, 3799. 

Appointment of a Technical Commission to examine the gauge 
problem relating to -. 4297-98. 

Appointment of officer.-, of the Watch and Ward Department of 
- acquainted with the vernaculars. 3791. 

Appointment of some Muhammadan*; in the superior grades on 
-. 3811-12. 

Average price per ton of coal purchased for the - for each year 

from 190G-07 to 1926-27. 3610, 3800-01. 

Coal for the major Indian -. 3609. 

Coal suitable for the requirements of the major Indian -. 

3547. 

Coni suitable for use on' the major India -. 3799. 

Construction and development of light --- or tramway.-.. 3617. 

Construction of a - between MuzafTarpur and Sitanmrhi. 

3420. 
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RAILWAY (S)— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Constructions of a - from Talegaon to Muncher in the Poona 

District. 3716. 

Construction of a-from Rajbari via Kumarkhali to Jess ore. 

3632. 

Construction of a-from Risliikesh to Karnaprayag. 2997. 

Construction of cheaper agricultural lines of ——. 3285. 

Consumption of coal on the major Indian-. 3547. 

Cost of altering the existing fixed structures on the 5 ft. 6 in. gauge 
-. 3282-83. 

Cost of the establishment of the Mining Engineer, (-). 3282. 

Delay by-in the disposal of applications for sidings by collieries. 

4233-34. 

District Medical Officers on the different-. 3792. 

Education of the children of Indian employees of-. 3310. 

Electrification of -——. 3610, 3800. 

Extension of the Lee concessions to covenanted subordinates in-. 

3903-04. 

Fitting of automatic centre buffer couplers to rolling stock on-. 

3313. 

Gross revenue, tonnage handled and the mileage open to traffic in 

respect of- for the y'oars 1922-23 and 1926-27, respectively. 

3530-31. 

Introduction of the crew system on Indian-. 3314. 

Local Advisory Committees for-. 3435-37. 

Method of writing down stores balances of-. 3529. 

Names of officers appointed in the Watch and Ward Department of 
-. 3791. 

Number of passengers detected travelling without tickets on - 

during 1925-1926. 3287. 

Number of wagons ordered for- from 1919-20 to the 30tli Sep¬ 
tember, 1926. 3322-23. 

Opening up of the Santhal Parganas by-. 2998. 

Police escorts for remittances of Government treasure sent by-. 

4236-37. 

Price per ton of coal purchased for the-for each year from 1906- 

07 to 1926-27. 3549. 

- on which the Clearing Accounts system of working has been 

established. 4537-3S. 

Reduction of stores balances of-. 3281. 

Report of the Tariff Board regarding the manufacture in India of 

articles in common use on-. 3314. 

Resolution regarding grievances of the subordinate employees on 
Indian -. 3418. 


3018 


Rules regarding catering on -. 3287. 

Sick leave pay of Europeans and Indians on - 
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RAILWAY (S) —contd. 

Question re — conoid. 

Sleeping accommodation for intermediate and third class passengers 
on -. 3283. 

Statistics relating to length, of waterways provided on each -. 

3538. 

Stoppage of the recruitment of European, Medical Officers on -. 

3792. 

Training of Indians in the Mechanical Department and Loco. Services 
of Railways. 3531. 

Rajghat-Teliangirabad and Bulandshahr Branch— 

Question re construction of the -. 3307. 

Rajputana-Malwa— 

Question re manufacture of engines at the workshops owned by the 

Bommbay, Baroda and Central India - and the - in 

Ajmer. 3896. 

Shoranur-Nilambur— 

Question re delay in the completion of the construction of the -. 

3404-05. 

Singh jani-Tangail-Pingna— 

Question re progress made in connection with the construction of the 
- in the Mymensingh district. 3812. 

South Indian— 

Question re — 

Accidents on the -. 4237. 

Discharge of labourers from the workshop of the - at Trichino- 

poly. 4564. 

Discontinuance of the special pay in lieu of overseas allowance to 
officers of Indian domicile on the -. 3394. 

Grant of special allowances corresponding in amount to the overseas 
allowances drawn by officers of non-Indian domicile to Indian 
officers of the -. 3700-01. 

Institution of a Watch and Ward Department on the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta -, the -, the Bengal and North-West¬ 
ern - and the Assam Bengal -. 3791. 

Introduction of all steel coaches on the-. 3282. 

Overseas allowance of officers of Indian domicile on the -. 

3391-3393. 

Reservation of the Rest House at Mandapnm on the - for 

Europeans and Americans. 3205-06. 

Rest house at Mandapnm on the -. 3205. 

Revision of the pay of clerks on the-. 4238. 

Revision of the pay of the lower subordinate staff on the -. 

4303. 
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RAILWAY (S)— conid. 

. State— 

Question rc— 

Appointment of Indians to tlie Watch and Ward Department of 
-. 3732. 

Booking of picture frames, motor tyres, etc., at parcel rates', on-.. 

3732. 

Denial to Indian Officers of Compan.y-managed - of' privileges 

and concessions enjoyed by Indian officers on -. 3393-94. 

Discontinuance of the Upper Subordinate Engineering service on 
-. 3512-13. 

Employment of engineers to fill posts held by Traffic officers con¬ 
sequent on the introduction of the Divisional Scheme on -. 

3389-90, 3400. 

Employment of Royal Engineer Officers in administrative appoint¬ 
ments on --. 3984. 

Employment of Royal Engineer Officers on -. 3984-87. 

Eye-sight tests of gazetted officers and subordinate staff of -- 

4528. 

Expenditure on the purchase of underframes for -. 3533.. 

Hours of work of employees of-. 3317. 

Increase of Muslim officers of the Indian Audit, and Accounts ser¬ 
vice employed on the -. 4524. 

Issue of free passes on various-• 3535. 

Muslim gazetted officers employed on the four -4525- 

Number of Assistant Traffic Superintendents on the ——• 3872'. 

Number of new recruits in the Loco. Engineering Services - of -- 

3532. 

Number of officers drawing Rs. 500 and over in the service of-- 

including the Railway Board. 3531-32. 

Number of Royal Engineer officers employed on --. 3984. 

Officers in the superior services in the Commercial and Transporta¬ 
tion Departments of -. 4541. 

Preferential claims of Mussulmans to appointments in the -■- 

3303. \ ' . ' 

Primary delays to trains consequent on the introduction of the- 
Divisional Scheme on -. 3388, 3399. 

Purchase of stores for -. 3530. 

Recruitment, in England of chargemen for -. 3716-18. 

Recruitment of Indians for the office of Controllers of Stores of 
the various-. 3529-30. 

Special course in ophthalmic surgery for Railway Medical officers 
of -. 4529. 

Stoppage of recruitment to the Local Traffic Service of-. 4647- 

48. 

Total number of appointments on Rs. 500 and over on-■ 4195. 
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RAILWAY ( S) — concld. 

State— ccmtd. 

Question re — contd. 

Use of coal raised in collieries owned by - on the Company- 

managed -. 3548. 

Use of coal raised in the colliery of one - by other -. 3609 

3800. 

Vasad-Borsad-Katana— 

Question re construction of the-. 4229-4230. 

RAILWAYS, ACCOUNTANT GENERAL— 

Appointment of Muslims as Divisional Accountants in the office of 
the -. 4524-25. 

Muslims in temporary and permanent appointments in the ministe¬ 
rial establishment of the-. 4524. 

RAILWAY ADVISORY COMMITTEE (S)— 

Question re — . 

Enlargement of the powers of -. 3623. 

Placing of railway contracts with members of-. 3201. 

RAILWAY AUDIT OFFICERS— 

Question re candidates from Bihar and Orissa at the examination for 
the recruitment’ of accountants for -. 3315. 

RAILWAY BOARD— 

Question rc — 

Appointment of an Indian as member of the-. 3812. 

Number of Muslim assistants in the -4523. 

Number of Muslim clerks appointed in the-from the 1st January 

to 31st August, 1927. 4525-26. 

Number of Muslim gazetted officers in the-. 4522. 

Number of officers drawing Rs. 500 and over in the service of State 
Railways, including the -. 3531-32. 

RAILWAY BRIDGE— 

Question re — 

Abolition of tolls on the-over the river Gandak. 4531-32. 

Safety of the —- at Rajahmundry. 3725. 

RAILWAY CARRIAGES— 

Question rc pi'ovision of latrines in -running- between Pandharpur 

and Miraj. 3810. 

RAILWAY CIVIL ENGINEERS— 

Question rc appointment of Indians as-. 4196-97. 

RAILWAY CLEARING ACCOUNTS OFFICE— 

Question rc Hindu and Muslim clerks in- the 


. 4227. 
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RAILWAY CLEARING HOUSE— 

Question re — 

Approximate expenditure required for tlie location of the - at 

Delhi and Lucknow, respectively. 4539. 

Establishment of the - at Lahore, etc. 4538. 

Hire or purchase of buildings at Delhi for the-office. 4183. 

Number of Muslims in the ministerial establishment of the -. 

4525. 

Transfer of the-office to Delhi. 4183, 4536. 

RAILWAY COLLIERY (IES)— 

Question re — 

Acquisition of -. 3314. 

Amount of capital outlay so far made by the proposed-in the 

Talehur Field and in Religari-dari. 3610. • 

Capital outlay made b3 T the proposed-in Talcliur Field and in 

Religare-Dari. 3549. 

Omission of the Sor colliery from the statement of - acquired 

from time to time. 3281. 

RAILWAY COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re provision of quarters, or. grant of a house rent allowance 
in lieu thereof, to the employees of the —— at Bombay, Karachi 
and Poona. 3318. * 

RAILWAY COMMUNICATION— 

Question re proposed-between Hazaribagli town and Hazaribagli 

Road railway station. 3722. 

RAILWAY COMPANIES— 

Question re — 

Method adopted by --in America showing expenditure distribut¬ 

ed between passenger and .goods working. 3313. 

Recovery of penalties from .-— for overcrowding of carriages. 

3411. 

RAILWAY COMPARTMENTS— 

Question re separate-for European and Anglo-Indian and Inffian 

Clerics in the special train running between Summer Hill and 
the Simla Goods Shed. 4188. 

RAILWAY CONTRACTS - 
Question re —- 

Placing of - with members of Railway Advisory Committees. 

3201. 

Stipulation in - given to firms as regards the employment of 

Indians on (he works in question. 3285. 

RAILWAY DEPARTMENT— 

Question rc — 

Indianization of the-. ■1197. 

Temporary engineers in (he --. 3513. 

Tolal number of civil engineers in (he-. -1196. 
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RAILWAY EMBANKMENT (S)— 

Question re — 

Provision of the —— in the Cuttack District with proper bridgers, 
culverts and sluices. 3537-38. 

- and floods in Gujarat and Orissa. 3537. n 

RAILWAY EMPLOYEES — 

Question re — 

Award of double punishments to-. 3298. 

Deduction of wages of -. 3298. 

Dismissal of : -. 4235-36. 

Educational facilities for the children of-. 3284. 

Education, of the children of ——370S-09. 

Hours of work and weekly rest, day of-. 3218-19. 

Number of-discharged after periodical medical examination 

during the year 1926. 4050. 

Periodical medical examination of-. 3020. 

Re-employment of discharged-. 3298. 

Regulation by legislation of the hours of work of -. 3219. 

Report relating to educational facilities for the children of -. 

4643-44. 

Resolution regarding the grievances of subordinate - on Indian 

Railways. 3418. 

RAILWAY FINANCE— 

Question re report regarding the working of the convention for the 
separation of-from General Finance. 3534-35. 

RAILWAY FREIGHT— 

Question re — 

Enhanced - on salt from the salt mines at Warelia in the Dis¬ 

trict of Shahpur. 4302-04. 

Reduction of-on (1) coke and patent coal, and (2) coal. 3291- 

92. 

RAILWAY INSTITUTE.^— ' ’ 

Question re opening of-to Indians. 3311. 

RAILWAY LINES— 

Question re — 

Accidents due to the non-fencing of-. 4237-38. 

Construction of the new -between Rarkakhnna and Rarwndile 

in the Ceniral India coalfields. 3722. 

Construction of the new - from Barnkliana to Ranchi. 4639, 

Cutting of the-about three miles from Bahworc railway station. 

40437 

Fencing of the-on the Arrnh-Sassnrnm Light Railway and the 

Bibar-Bukhtinrpur Light Railway. 3420. 

Memorial relating to the construction of sanctioned and new-in 

the Knmntnk. 3539-40. 

Wire fencing of the - in the .Thansi-Manickpnr section. 3019. 

L169LA 
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RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE— '' 

Question re — . • ' ■ 

Alleged use of a time expired pass by tlie Superintendent, --- T. 

Division, for liis journey from' Madras to : Tricliinopoly. 4189- 
,90. 

Allegations against Babu Mohini Mohan Lahiri, -Superintendent,' 

-, S. Division. 3646-47. .. 

Amount of fines recovered from employees of the -——- 3451-52. 

Appointment of Venkatas warny, Postal mail overseer, Nellore Divi¬ 
sion, as a mail guard in (lie- TrieMnopoly. 4190-91. 

Casual leave of sorters of the -. 3527-28. 

Emoluments of clerks and sorters in the Rangoon ' General Post 
Office, and clerks of the mofussil in Burma, and Sorters of the 

-Burma. 4318-19. , . • 

Grant, of leave on medical certificate to the' employees of the --, T. 

Division, Trichinopoly. 3637. 

Inadequacy of the staff of sorters and clerks attached to the Bombay 
Record Office of the-. 3527. 

Introduction of a new grade of clerks in the Post Offices.and the' 

-. 3729. ... f . 

Medical certificate of Mr. Radhakrishna Naidu, an employee of the 

-, T. Division, Trichinopoly. 3638. . ( . , • 

Medical certificate of T. Y. Nandagopal Naidu, ah employee of the 

-, T. Division, Trichinopoly. 3638. 

Number of officials adversely affected by the 50 per coni, limit among 
the - sorters, etc. 38S6-S7. 

Officiating or temporary service rendered by postal clerks and 
sorters in the-. 3414. 

Pay of clerks of the —— in the mofussil and the city of Madras. 
3021. 

Pay of graduates in Post Offices and the-. 3992. 

Retention of excess clerks in the offices of Superintendents of Post 
Offices a7id the-. 4190. 

Retransfer to the -, S. Division, of Babu Kasiswar Lala, etc., 

3646-48. 

Revision of the pay of the postmen and lower staff in the Post 

Offices and the -. Burma. 4319. 

Special bag despatched by the Superintendent - T.- Division to 

Mr. Aslant, Superintendent of Post Offices, Madura Division. 
3638-39. 

Withdrawal of the card passes of employees of the -—. 3615. 

RAILWAY MEDTCAL OFFICERS— 

Question re special courses in opthalmie. surgery for - of State 

Railways. 4529. 

RAILWAY OFFICERS— 

Question rc — 

Discontent, among - consequent on the introduction of the 

Divisional Scheme. 3983. 

Extension of the Lee concessions to - not entitled to them. 

4540-41. 
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RAILWAY-OWNED COLLIERIES— 

Question re balance sheets of-, etc. 3291. 

RAILWAY PROJECTS— 

Question re present position of —-— in Eastern Bengal. 3634-35. 

RAILWAY RATE(S)— 

Question re — 

Low —— for traffic to and from polls. 3385. 

Reduction in the - on coal despatched from ihc Central Pro¬ 

vinces coal fields. 3454. 

RAILWAY RATES ADVISORY TRIBUNAL— 

Question re cases dealt with by the -. 2998. 

RAILWAY SERVANTS— 

Question re — 

Agreement with - on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

3298. 

Charge of full fare to - failing to get their passes initialled. 

3039. 

Opening of a hospital for - in Jhansi City. 3016. 

RAILWAY STATTON(S)— 

Question rc grant of the monopoly of selling newspapers, books, 
etc., at- to Messrs Wheeler and Co. 3409-30. 

RAILWAY STATION STAFF— 

Question re discontent among the - at Khnndwa. 3713-1.2. 

RAILWAY UNION(S)— 

Question re official recognition of -. 3438. 

RAILWAY WORKS— 

Question re names of firms entrusted with important -. 3285-86. 

RAILWAY WORKSHOPS— 

Question re — 

Non-employment, on Saturdays of workers on daily wages in -. 

3016-17.' 

Posting of orders and circulars on notice hoards in the - at 

Jliansi. 3017. 

Retrenchment in - and closing of cotton Textile factories and 

mines. 3216-17. 

RAINFALL— 

Question re timelv warnings given by the Meteorological Department 
of the heavy - in Gujarat and Orissa in July last. 4560-63. 

RATNY, THE HONOURABLE STR GE031GE— 

Bamboo Paper Industry (Protection) Bill- 
Motion for leave to introduce. 3093. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3337-42. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 3737. 

Motion to consider. 4350-53. 4355-56. 

Motion to pass. 4356. 
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RAINY, THE HONOURABLE SIR GEORGE— contd. 

Indian Lighthouse Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4346-47. 

Motion to pass. 4347, 4351. 

Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 3091-92. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3328-33, 3335-36. 
Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 3737. 

Motion to consider. 4119-20. 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 4135-38. 

Consideration of the Schedule. 4138, 4147-48, 4350'. 

Motion to pass. 4150. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 3092. 

Motior to refer to Select Committee. 3156-66, 3177, 3383, 3182, 
3190, 3193-95. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 3737. 
Motion to consider. 4004-09. 

Discussion as to ■whether Mr. K. C. Nengy’s motion to circulate 
was in order. 4010-11. 

Motion to circulate. 4032, 4033. 

Motions to consider and circulate. 4109-33. ' 

Motion to pass. 4316-18. 

Motion for Adjournment re nerious situation in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway of workmen employed in the "Workshops at Kharagpur. 
4059-60. • ' 

Motion for adjournment re serious situation in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway Workshops at, Kharagpur. 4378, 4388-92, 4394, 1396. 
4398. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of the 
Commerce Department. 3083-84, 3088-89. ' • • - 

Oath of Office. 2969. 

Resolution re — 

Ratification of the Draft Conventions concerning— 

(1) seamen’s articles of agreements, and 

(2) repatriation of seamen. 1617-19. 4021, 4623-25. 
Recommendations concerning— 

(1) the repatriation of masters and apprentices, and 

(2) the general principles for the inspection of the conditions 
of work of seamen. 4626, 1628. 

Statement (laid on the table.) re subjects discussed by the Central 
-Advisory Council for Railways. 3056-69. 
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RAJAH, RAO BAHADUR M. 0.— 

Election of - to the panel of the Standing Committee to advise 

on subjects in the Department of Industries and Labour. 3327. 
Question re — 

Age limit prescribed for departmental promotion in certain ser¬ 
vices. 4192. 

Appointment of candidates who passed the qualifying test for 
clerks for the Indian Army Service Corps as Supply and Trans¬ 
port Checkers. 4192. 

Articles in the Hindustan Times entitled “ Life in Raisina 
3393-94. 

Burglaries in New Delhi. 4312-13. 

Closing of the water pipes in the high level quarters in New Delhi 
soon after 10 a.m. 4295. 

Defects in “ D ” Class quarters in New Delhi. 4294. 

Difference in the courses of studies in the scliooLs in Delhi and 
Simla. 4296-97. 

Pilling of Second Division temporary and officiating vacancies in 
Army Headquarters. 4313. 

Fixing of permanent hanging hooks in the walls of qaurters in New 
Delhi. 4296. 

Grant of permission to assistants of Attached Offices to appear at 
departmental examinations for promotion as Secretariat Assist¬ 
ants. 4193. 

Improvement of the prospects and terms service ol' Supply and 
Transport Store-keepers in the Indian Army Service Corps. 
4191-92. 

Issue of extra furniture to residents of " D ” Class quarters in 
New Delhi. 4295-96. 

Liquidation of the Indraparastha Stores, Delhi. 4293. 

Provision of employment under Government for clerks, etc., of 
the Army Canteen Board. 4312. 

Removal of the main electric switchboard in some “ D ” class 
quarters in New Delhi inside the quarters. 4294. 

Replacement by glass windows of the honey-combed portions of 
the bath-rooms in the “ D ” class quarters in New Delhi. 4295. 

Revision of the pay and prospects of first division assistants in 
Attached Offices. 4193-94. 

Revision of the pay of the establishment of Attached Offices. 
4194. 

RAJAN BAKSH SHAH, KHAN BAHADUR MUKHDUM SYBD— 
Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to pass. 4598, 4670-71. 

Question re — 

Appointment of Rai Bahadur Mangat Rai as officiating Commis¬ 
sioner of Income-tax. Punjab and the North-West Frontier 
Province. 3611-12. 
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RAJ AN BAKSH SHAH, KHAN BAHADUR MUKHDUM SYED— 
contd. 

Question re — conld. 

Discharge of M. Bahadur Khan, clerk in the income-tax office at 
Campbellpore. 3612. 

Grant of a larger number of King’s Commissions to Muhammadans. 
3509. 

\ • • t • 

Haj Pilgrims. 3699-3700. . •. 

Non-representation of Muslims of the Punjab in the Postal Depart¬ 
ment. 3509-10. ‘ • i • ■ . 

Number of chances given to Income-tax officers and Assistant- 
Income-tax officers in the Punjab to; pass' the departmental 
* examination. 3613-14, 

Number of Income-tax officers confirmed in their appointments 
before passing the departmental examination. . 3614-15. 

Number of Indians selected for the Indian Civil Service .from 1922 
to 1927. 3508-09. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Income-tax Department of' the Punjab 
and j.e North-West Frontier Province. 3612-13.. • 

Promulgation of an Ordinance to stop scurrilous attacks on the 
Founder of Islam. 3508. 

Representation of Muslims in the Indian Civil Service. 4514. 
Resolution on the subject of the prohibition of,liquor. 4543-44. 

Total Muslim population of India showing males and females and 
literates and illiterates. 3508. = - 

Veterinary Assistant Surgeons of the Army Veterinary Corps and 
the Army Remount Department of the Indian Army. 3610-11. 

Withdrawal of the card passes of employees of the Railway Mail 
Service. 3615. 

RAJ AUMUNDEY— 

Question re safety of the railway bridge at --. 3725. 

RAJBARI- 

Question re construction of a railway from - via Kumarkhali io 

Jessore. 3632. 

RAJGHAT-JEHANGIRABAD AND BULANDSHAR BRANCH RAID- 
WAY— 

See under “ Railway(s).” 


RAJPAL CASE— 

Question re reversal of the judgment in the - 

RAJPUTANA-MALWA RAILWAY_ 

See under “ Railway (s)’ 

RAUL IA RAM, RAT BAHADUR— 

Question (Supplementary) re appointment of 

t Ilf* T? i . 


4656-57. 


fit* xt L t * - oj - 

lL iNort!l Bengal floods in 1923-24. 3602, 3603. 


- to enquire inR 
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RAMACHANDRAN, MR. N.— 

Question re transfer of -, Honorary Secretary of the Coimbatore 

Branch of the All-India Postal and R. M. S. Union from 
Coimbatore West to Gudalur. 3432. 

RANCHI— 

Question re — 

Construction of the new railway line from Barakbana to -. 

4639. 

Removal of the office of the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar 
and Orissa, from - to Patna. 3724. 

RANEEGUNJ— 

Question re depths of coal mines in the Jharia and - coalfields. 

3292. 

RANG BEHARI LAL, LALA— 

Question re — 

Exemption from Indian income-tax of pay, allowances, pensions 
and gratuities payable in the United Kingdom. 3438. 

Grievances of the Income-tax assessecs in the Delhi Province. 
3438-39. 

Prevention of opium smoking in Baluchistan, Bihar and Orissa 
and Bengal. 3439. 

“ RANGILA RASUL 
Question re— 

Object of the publication of the book - and the article 

'* Bair Dozahh ” in the Vartmun. 3506. 

The - case. 3300-02. 

RANGOON— 

Question re— 

Admission of masters of home-trading ships into the Pilot Ser¬ 
vice at Madras, Chittagong, Bombay, Karachi, Aden and -■ 

3907. 

Assistant officer of the Port Trust, -. 3588-89, 3591. 

Qualifications of candidates for the Pilot Service at --. 3908. 

Removal of the arsenal and fort on the slopes of the Shwedagon 
at -. 4573. 

RATES ADVISORY TRIBUNAL— 

Question re cases dealt with by Ihe Railway --. 299S. 

RATE OF EXCHANGE— 

Question rc -, and sale and purchase of gold, etc. 3279. 

RATINGS— 

Question rc recruitment of 
3862. 


for the proposed Royal Indian Navy. 
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RAU, MR. H. B.— ... 

Question re collection of compulsory subscriptions from the subordi¬ 
nate staff for a farewell party to-, Director of Audit, United 

Provinces. 3426. 

RAWALPINDI— 

Question re grievances of tbe European guards of tbe North-Western 
Railway stationed at -. 3891.- 

RAWATS— 

Question r.e military services rendered by the Mers (--), .and Merats 

of Ajmer-Merwara. 389,6-97. . . . 

READER (S)— 

Question re'.discontinuance of the practj.ee of making - jjn the 

Bombay City Post Offices sign as escorts to postmen. 3526. 

REBATE (S)— . .. 

Question re — 

-offered by heavy steel manufacturers in the United Kingdom 

on joists and other materials. 4657. 

Universal rate of - in connection with the Canteen service. 

2983. 

REpORp OFFICE—■ 

Question re information relating to the Silchar Head Post Office 
and the Silchar Head -. 3221-22. 

RECREATION CLUB(S)— 

Question re grants to-for postal and telegraph employees. .3451. 

RECRUIT (S)— 

Question re paucity of - for the Army from Bihar and Orissa. 

3125. 

RECRUITMENT— 

Question re — 

Method of -of assistant Traffic Superintendents on the Assam 

Bengal Railway. 3295. 

Method of-to the Services in India. 3303. 

-- for the Indian Audit and Accounts Department. 4535. 

-- from the Bhandari community for the proposed Royal Indian 

Navy. 3863. 

- in England of ehargemen for Stale Railway. 371,6-18. 

- of apprentice mechanics on the Assam Bengal Railway- 

3295-96. 

-of cheaper clerical staff in the Postal Department. 4566. 

-- of Indian crew, Indian deck and engineer officers and other 

ratings for the proposed Royal Indian Navy. 3861-62. 

-— of Indians to the superior Port Trust services. 3590-91. 

- of ratings for the proposed Royal Indian Navy. 3862. 

of the superior Port Trust services by the Public Service 
Commission. 3587-88. 
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RECRUITMENT— eontd. 

Question re — eontd. 

-to new Provincial services. 3527. 

- to the Indian ,Giivl Service from 1922 to 1927. 3451. 

Rules regarding -to the Indian Postal and Telegraph Depart¬ 

ment. 3220. 

Stoppage ol'-for the Army from Bihar and Orissa. 3988. 

Stoppage of. - of the Mers and Merats of Ajmer-Mcrwura for 

the Indian Army. 3897-98. 

Stoppage of -- to the local Traffic Service of State Railways. 

4647-48. 

.REFORMS— 

Question re— 

Appointment of Lord Ronaldshay as Chairman and Sir Malcolm 
Hailey as a Member of the Statutory Commission on-. 3203. 

Number of times the powers to veto and certification have been 
med since the introduction of the-. 8695-96. 

Statutory Commission on -. 2996. 

REFRESHMENT ROOM(S)— 

Question re provision of a-at Meerut Cantonment Station. 3709. 

REGIMENTAL INSTITUTE (S)— 

Question re contracts for -. 3543-44. 

REGULATIONS— 

Question re - relating to the laying of papers appertaining to the 

agenda of the Cantonment Board, Ambala, on the table four 
days before a meeting. 30,09 

REGULATION III OF 1818— 

Question re number of prisoners detained under-. 3228. 

RELIGARI-DARI— 

Question re — 

Amount of capital outlay made by the proposed railway colliery 
in the Talchnr field and in--. 3800. 

Amount of capital outlay so far made by the proposed railway 
colliery in the Tnlchur field and-- 3610. 

Capital outlay made by the proposed railway colliery in Tnlchur 
field -and in-. 3549. 


RELIGIOUS PURPOSE (S)— 

Question rc exemption from assessment to inco...e-t.^or ol 

the profits of trading set apart for religions of . h . . 

RELIGIOUS QUESTIONS— 

.Question ra nesenlimml ot the Uinta anti Aryn 

attitude of Government m the matter of communal 

8506. 
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RENT — 

Question re — 

Refund to Babu Eatiranjan Sen Gupta, a signaller o±‘ tlio combined 

office at Kharagpur of-charged for quarters not occupied 

by him. 3450-51. 

-for coal depots in all the Calcutta stations, etc. 4234-35. 

REPEALING BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s) ” 


REPORT (S)— ■ .. ; , 

Question rc — ' 

Annual administration—;—of the Ordnance and Clothing, Factories. 

4549. * , 

Communication from the Board of Trade or other shipping interests 

in England in connection with the-of the Mercantile Marine 

Committee. 3358-59. 

Foreword to the Indian Sandhurst Committee—3119-20. 

London Daily News Coal Mission-. 3152. > 

Part II of the-of the Back Bay Reclamation Committee. 3310. 

Presentation of the-of the Public Accounts Committee. 4325. 

Publication of the-of the Fiji Deputation. 3421-22.’ 

Publication of the-of the Sub-Committee of the Skeen Com¬ 
mittee. 3696-97. ^ 

_of tlie Director of Wagon Interchange. 2972-73. 

_of the Indian Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Committee. 

3275, 3517-18, 3719. 

_of the Indian Sandhurst Committee. 3622. 

-of the Indian Sugar Committee. 4051-57. 

-of the Skeen Committee. 3508. 

_of tije Tariff Board regarding the manufacture An India of 

articles in common use on Railways. 3314. / . 

_of the various Committees of the Assembly of the League o 

Nations. 2986-87. _ 

_relating to educational facilities for the children of railway 

employees. 4643-44. 

Skeen Committee's-. 3199. 


REPRESENTATION (S)— 

Question re_from the Indian Chamber of Commerce J CQBWj 

tion with the appointment of Assistant Accountants unde 
Port Commissioners, Calcutta. 4536-37. 


RESERVE CLERKS— . 

Question rc examination of-in the Post Offices. 


RESIDENCE— 


.IJAIUIVUJi— 

Appointment of Members of the Committee to consider theqncstmTt 

of-and accommodation for Members of the Indian % 

Inturt. 4613 
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RESOLUTION(S)— 

Question re — 

Meetings of the Legislative Assembly and Council of State with the 

number of-and Bills passed during the last three Sessions. 

3732-33. 

Number of Bills and-passed by the last two Assemblies. 

3422. 

-adopted by the Legislative Assembly and the Council of State. 

3146-51. 

- of the Government of India regarding Arohieological policy. 

3807-09. 

-on the subject of the backward tracts in Bihar and Orissa. 

4530. 

-on the subject of the Indianisation of the higher grades of 

Port Trust Services. 4535-36. 

- on the subject of the prohibition of liquor. 4521, 4642-44. 

-regarding grievances of the subordinate employees of Indian 

Railways. 3418. 

- re censorship of Cinematograph Films. 4359-77, 4629. 

- rc draft conventions and recommendations of the International 

Labour Conference regarding inspection of emigrants on board 
ship, etc. 3995-4003. 

- rc improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 3455-74. 

-- rc indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian 

Army. 3474-98, 4242-75. 

- rc manufacture and sale of Khudi. 4275-77, 4659. 

- re pensions of the employees of the Telegraph Department. 

4659-64. 

_ re Ratification of the draft Conventions concerning— 

(1) Seamen’s articles of agreement, and 

(2) repatriation of seamen. 4617-25. 

- rc recommendations concerning— 

(1) the repatriation of masters, and apprentices, and 

(2) the general principles for the inspection of the conditions 
of work of seamen. 4626-29. 

REST-HOUSE— 

Question rc — 

Reservation of the-at Mandapam on the South Indian Railway 

for Eurojjeans and Americans. 3205-OG 

_at Mandapam on the South Indian Railway. 320o. 


RETIREMENT— 
Question re — 


-after 25 years’ service of Deputy Assistant Controllers of 

Military Accounts, accountants and clerks. 3/«. 

of European Government officials on proportionate pemiom. 


3143-44. 
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RETRENCHMENT— 

Question re— 

-in railway workshops and dosing ol cotton textile factories 

and mines. 3216-17. 

-on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 4197-99. 

-on the Bengal Nagpur Railway consequent on the introduction 

of Addressograph and G-raphotype and Accounting Machines. 
4199-4200. 

-on the Bengal Nagpur Railway consequent on the introduction 

of punching and the disc system. 4199. 

RETURN TICKET(S)— 

Question re — 

Cost of'-to Jeddah. 3520. 

Issue of eight-monthly-by the North-Western Railway. 3624. 

REVENUE— 

Question re — 

Allocation of non-judicial stamp duties as a central source of--. 

3801-02. 

-from the suJe of tickets to passengers travelling by the tram 

de luxe since its inauguration. 3608. 

RIFLES— r \j 

Question re¬ 
issue of-to the University Training Corps of the United Pro¬ 

vinces. 4653-54. 

Supply of - and practice ammunition to the University Train¬ 

ing Corps in the United Provinces. 3518-19. 

RIOT(S)— 

Question re — 

Grant of compensation to the heirs of Rolla Singh, Motor van driver, 
killed in the Calcutta'-. 3014-15. 

Hindu-Muslim-since 1920. 4305-11, 

-at Nagpur. 4568-69. 

-at Ponabalia. 2977. 

R1SHIKESH— 

Question re construction of a railway from-to Karnaprayag. 2997. 

RIVERS— 

Question re appointment of engineers for the training of-. 3602. 

UIYASAT — 

Question re — 

Arrest of Sardar Diwan Singh, editor of the-of Delhi. 3702, 

Extradition of proceedings against Sardar Diwan Singh,' editor 
of the-of Delhi. 3702-03, 4297. 

ROAD(S)— 

Question rc expenditure on-in the bazars in Ambala Cantonment. 

3010-11. 
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HOLLA SINGH— 

Question re grant of compensation to the heirs of-. motor-van 

* driver, killed in the Calcutta riots. 3014-15. 

ROLLING STOCK— 

Question re fitting of automatic centre buffer couplers to-on Rail¬ 

ways. 3313. 

BONALDSHAY, LORD— 

Question re appointment'of-as Chairman and Sir Malcolm 

Hailey as a member of the Statutory Commission on Reforms. 
3203. 

ROY, MR. B. G.~ 

Question re — 

Cutting of the railway line about three miles from "Ralasore railway 
station. 4043. 

Discontent among senior officials in the Postal Department. 3596. 
,, Extension of the Post Office Life Insurance scheme to the Extra- 
Departmental Agents. 3596. 

Sale of quinine by postal employees. 3596. 

Sanction of contingent allowances to the Extra-Departmental 
Agents. 3597. 

The Post Office Guarantee Fund. 3597. 

ROY, MR. K. C.— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3959. 

Motion to consider. 4467-69, 4482 
Motion to pass. 4610'. 

Election of -to the panel for the Advisory Publicity Committee. 

3556. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

- Consideration of clause 7. 3816-17. 

Motion for Adjournment re appointment of an adequate number of 
Indian representatives on the Royal Commission to consider the 
federation of Kenya, and other East and Central African Colonies. 
3097-3101, 3114-15. 

Motion for Adjournment re representation of Indians on the Royal 
Commission to consider the federation of Kenya and other East 
and Central African Colonies. 3027-28. 3029. 3030 

Question re — 

Adoption of the 8-unit scheme for Tndinnisntion of the Army in 
India. 3122. 

■ Foreword to the Indian Sandhurst Committee Report. 3119-21. 
Inflammatory communal writings in n section of the Punjab Press 

3510-13. ’ „ . 

Inflammatory communal writings in the various Provinces. 3.D1. 
Proscription of “ Forward " by the Government of Burma. 331/. 
Report of the Indian Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Comm.fiec. 
3275. 
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ROY, MR. K. C.— contd. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Functions of the Bureau of Public Information in connection with 
the views and policies of Government. 4651. 

Rreeruitment of Muhammadans to the proposed Indian Navy. 
' 3378. 

Recruitment of ratings for the proposed Roval Indian Navv. 
3862. 

Resolution re — 

Improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 3461, 3462. 
Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian Armv. 
3489-92. 

ROY, RAT BAHADUR, TARIT BHTJSAN— 

Question re — 

Reduction of Third class fares on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 
3555. 

Restoration of good feelings between the Sikhs and Muhammadans 
in the North-West Frontier Province 3555. 

Shifting of Goalundo Ghat in the District of Faridpur in’ Bengal. 
3554-55. 

Uncomfortable second class lower berths in the Eastern Bengal 
Railway. 3555. 

ROYAL AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION— 

Question re — 

Circulation of the questionnaire of the-to members of Ihe Indian 

Legislature. 3626-27. 

Enquiries by the-into the agricultural resources of Ajmer- 

Merwara. 4217. 

Evidence of Colonel Malcolm, Chairman of the London Jute 

Association, before the-regarding the deterioration of jute. 

3802-03. 

Inquiry by the-into the causes of floods and distress caused 

thereby. 3539. 

ROYAL AIR FORCE— 

Question re — 

Muslim representation in the Headquarters of the --. 3398- 

3900. 

-in India. 3541. 

ROYAL COMMISSION— 

Motion for Adjournment re appointment of an adequate number of 

Indian representatives of the-1o consider the federation ol 

Kenya and other East and Central African Colonies. 3097- 
3116. 

Motion for Adjournment re representation of Indians on the to 
consider the federation of Kenya and other East and Central 
African Colonies. 3026-31 

Question re Indian representation on the East African 

47. 


, 4646- 
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ROYAL ENGINEER OFFICERS— 

Question re — 

Employment of-ill administrative appointments on State Rail- 

' i ways. 3984. 

Employment of-on State Railways. 3984-87. 

Number of-employed on Stale Railways. 398-1. 

ROYAL HUMANE SOCIETY— 

Question re award of the medal of the-to Tindal Tbrahim. 3419. 

ROYAL INDIAN MARINE— 

Question re — 

Number of Indian and European officers in the-. 4557-58. 

Reconstitution of the-as a combatant force. 3-127. 

ROYAL INDIAN MILITARY COLLEGE, DEIIRA DUN— 

Question re students from Bihar and Orissa in the-■. 3022. 

ROYAL INDIAN NAVY— 

Question re — 

Arrangements for a training ship for giving preliminary training 

to deck or executive officers to be recruited for the proposed-. 

3860. 

Recruitment from the Bhandari community for the proposed- 

3863. 

Recruitment of Indian crew, Indian deck and engineer officers and 

other ratings for the proposed-. 3861-62. 

Recruitment of ratings for the proposed-. 3862. 

Recruitment to the-. 3510. 

The-. 3628. 

ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE, DEHRA DUN— 

Question re teaching of Hindi at the-. 3711. 

ROYAL NAVAL ESTABLISHMENTS— 

Question re admission of Indians for training to and Colonial 
Training Establishments. 4556-57. 

ROYAL TURF CLUB— 

Question re employment of Government servants by the-, Calcutta. 

4235. 

ROZARIO, MR. B. L. DE— 

Question re dismissal of -, late Depot Store Keeper, Alambngh, 

Stores Department. 3298-99 


'tULING(S)— . 

_-by Mr. President rc putting and answering of questions m the 

vernacular. 3980. . 

-by Mr. President re the putting of questions stand.!. g mi he 

of an Honourable Member who was absent by some othei niemhei. 

3403, 3404. , , 

_ by M r . President that all references 1o rumours were out of 

order. 4280. 
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RULING ( S ) — contd. 

-by Mr. President that Honourable Members must use language 

which tbe reporters can understand or follow. 4500. 

-by Mr. President that Members desiring to move important amend¬ 
ment to an amendment must give, intimation to the Chair of their 
intention and supply a copy of it to the Chair in time. 3847-48. 

-by Mr. President that, in discussing the motion for adjournment 

re the withdrawal during the August-September session of thd 
Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill, all references 
to the merits of that Bill would be out of order. 4278, 4281. 

-by Mr. President that Mr. K. C. Roy’s motion for adjournment, 

as restricted only to the question of the personnel of the Royal 
Commission to consider the federation of Kenya and other Bast 
and Central African Colonies, was in order. 3030, 3031. 

-by Mr. President that no reference could be' made to any under¬ 
taking given by the Government in connection with the'Gold 
Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill except in so far as 
such undertaking was embodied in the Report of the Joint Com¬ 
mittee. 3747. 

-by Mr. President that references to the Secretary of State would 

net be allowed in discussing the motion for adjournment re the 
withdrawal during the August-September Session of the Gold 
Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill. 4277. 

-by Mr. President that the amendment of Mr. R. K. Shanmukkam 

Chetty to the Government motion for the election of a panel 
for the Standing Committee of the Department of Industries and 
Labour was not in order. 3073, 3074. 

-by Mr. President that the motion for adjournment to discuss the 

retrenchment by the Bengal Nagpur Railway of worlonen em¬ 
ployed in the Workshops at Kharagpur was not in order. 4060. 

RUSSIA— 

Statement (laid on the table) re purchase by the Government of India 
of American wagons destined for-. 3070. 

RUSSIAN TERITORY— 

Question re names of informers who supply information to Govern¬ 
ment in regard to Indians residing in Afghanistan,-and 

Persian Territory. 4313. 

RUTHERFORD, MR.— 

Question re selection of - for the appointment of Divisional 

Superintendent, Howrah, Bast Indian Railway. 4633, 4634. 

RUTHNASWAMY, MR. M.— 

Discussion re answering of questions in the vernacular. 3981. 

Election of - to the panel for the Standing Committee for the 

Department of Education, Health and Lands. 3154. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 4438-3!) 

Motion to circulate. 4440. 
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RUTHNASWAMY, MR. M.— contd. 

Question re — 

Accidents due to the non-fencing of railway lines. 4237-38. 
Accidents on the South Indian Railway. 4237. 

Dismissal of railway employees. 4235-36. 

Police escorts for remittances of Government treasure sent by rail¬ 
way. 4236-37. 

Revision of the pay of clerks on the South Indian Railway. 4238. 
Question (Supplementary) re — 

Delay in the receipt by Members of the Central Legislature of the 
Report of the Skeen Committee from the Central Publication 
Branch, Calcutta. 4562. 

Employment of Royal Engineer Officers on State Railways. 3985. 
Functions of the Bureau of Public Information in connection with 
the views and policies of Government. 4651. 

Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India ”. 4643. 

s 

SADAR BAZAR, AMBALA— 

Question re electric street lighting of the -. 3008. 

SAFETY LAMPS— 

Question re use of - in mines. 3212. 

SAILING VESSELS— 

Question re number and tonnage of steamers and - registered in 

India. 4542-43. 

SAIR DIN YA DUNIA— 

Question re prosecution of the authors of TJnniswin Saddi Ea Maha~ 

rislvi and --, etc. 3506. 

SAIR DOZAKH— 

Question re object of the publication of the book Rangila Rasul and 

the article-in the Yartman. 3506. 

SAKLATWALA, MR., M. P.— 

Question re cancellation of the passport of for India. 4532-33. 
4541. 


SALARY (IES)— 

Question re starting --of graduates and matriculates in the cleric.i 

establishment of the office of the North-IVestern Rnilwav at 
Lahore. 4227-28. 

SALOON CREWS— 

Question re unemployment among Indian . 3863-64. 

8AT Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ ”• 3976-/7. 

Question re — „ . Trr , 

Enhanced railway freight on- -fro™ tlie - m,nes at Varchn 

in the district of Shahpur. 4302-04. 

Prosecution in Orissa for the illicit manufacture of-for domes, m 

use. 3271-72. 


L195LA 
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SALTPETRE— 

Question re enhancement of the licence fees payable by the Nouias 
(Loniyas) for the manufacture of crude -. 3413. 

SAMS, MR. H. A.— 

Oath of Office. 2969. 

SANG AM BRIDGE— 

Question re continuance of the present practice of taking taboots over 
the — on Wellesley Road. Poona. 3733. 

SAN G ATHAN— 

Question re murders of Arya Samajists engaged in the work of Suddki 
and --. 3024. 

SANITARY INSPECTORS— 

Question re appointment of Mussalmans as Hospital Assistants, Com¬ 
pounders and - on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3294. 

SANITARY INSTALLATIONS— 

Question re inclusion of the expenditure on electrical and-in the 

capital cost of residential quartres for Government servants. 
3883-84. 

SANTHAL PARGANAS— 

Question re — 

Manihari Raj Estate in the-. 3303-04. 

Opening up of the -by railways. 2998. 

SARDA. RAI SAHIB HARBILAS— 

Election of- to the panel for the Advisory Publicity Committee. 

3556. 

Election of-to the panel for the Standing Committee for the De¬ 

partment of Education, Health and Lands. 3155. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4405-11. 

Motion to circulate. 4429, 4430. 

Question re — 

Admission of students who have passed the High School examina¬ 
tion in Delhi to the Government College, Ajmer. 3710. 
Discontent among the railway station staff at Khandwa. 3711-12. 
Enquiries by the Rol’aL Commission on Agriculture into the agricul¬ 
tural resources of Ajmer-Merwara. 4217. 

Grant of furlough to the Indian employees of the Bombay, Baroda 
and Central India Railway. 3916-17. 

Manufacture of engines at the workshops owned by the Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India and Rajputana-Malwa Railways in 
Ajmer. 3896. 

Medical education in Ajmer-Merwara. 4043. 

Military services rendered by the Mers (Rawats) and Merats of 
A imer-Merwara. 3896-97. 

Racial discrimination on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway. 3916. 
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SARDA, RAI SAHIB HARBILAS— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Stoppage of recruitment of the Mers and Merats of Ajmer-Menvara 
for the Indian Army. 3897-98. 

Tea chi ng of Hindi at the Royal Military College, Debra-Dun. 3711. 

Travelling allowance of Indian apprentice engineers of the Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India Railway. 4195. 

Question (Supplementary) re percentage of Mussahnans in Ajrner- 
Merwara. 3910. 

Resolution rc Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian 
' Army. 4242-46, 4247. 

SARFARAZ HUSAIN KHAN, KHAN BAHADUR— 

Question rc —- 

Abolition of the Begari or free labour system on the East Indian 
Railway. 3543. 

Abolition of the poll tax in Fiji. 3434-35. 

Airship service between England and India via Egypt. 3322. 

Alleged assault on and dismissal of Sulih Lai, an employee of the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway Workshop at Kharagpur. 3546. 

Amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking tracts under a separate ad¬ 
ministration, etc. 3630. 

' ' Amendment of the Indian Workmen’s Compensation Act. 3420. 

Annual increment of second division clerks of the Government of 
India Secretariat. 3542. 

Appointment of Mr. W. B. Staggs as an officiating Superintendent 
in the Home Department. 3322. 

Appointments of temporary Judges in High Courts. 3419. 

Appointment of Vakils as Chief Justices of High Courts. 3632. 

Arrangements for training marine wireless operators at the Gov¬ 
ernment Wireless Training Establishment in Calcutta. 3628. 

Award of the Royal Humane Society’s medal to Tindal Ibrahim. 
3419. 

Bengal detenus. 3734. 

Booking of motor cars and live stock from Diglia Ghat, Bengal and 
North-Western Railway, across the river during the rains. 4053. 

Booking of picture frames, motor tyres, etc., at parcel rates on 
State Railways. 3732. 

Civil Aviation. 3427. 

Claims of Indians in Tanganyika against the ex-German Colony. 
3325. 

Collection of compulsory subscriptions from the subordinate^ staff 
for a farewell party to Mr. H. B. Ran, Director of Audit, Unite] 
Provinces. 3426. 

Colonization of the Andamans by Moolahs. 3321. 

Construction of a railway between Muznffarpnr and Sitamarhi. 

' 3420. 
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SARFARAZ HUSAIN KHAN, KHAN BAHADUR— contd. 

Question, re — contd. 

Construction of a railway from Rajbari via Kumarkhali to Jessore. 
3632. 

Construction of an overbridge at Gulzarbagh on tbe East Indian 
Railway. 3423. 

Construction of the Gaya-Sherghatty Railway. 3631. 

Continuance of the present practice of taking iaboots over the 
Sangam Bridge on AVellesley Road, Poona. 3733. 

b 

Creation of scholarships for the study of the sugar industry in 
foreign countries. 4057-58. 

Date of expiration of the agreement with the Burma Railways. 
3733-34. 

Decision of the Privy Council in the case of Ganesh Lai vs. Khetra 
Mohan Mahapatra. 3545. 

Decrease in the import of private merchandise and export of Indiau 
produce and manufactures. 3426. 

Departmental Standing Committees. 3542. 

Deputy Postmasters General in the Province of Bihar and Orissa. 
3421. 

Duty allowances of Personal Assistants to Postmasters General. 
3421. 

Elected European majority in the Legislative Council of Kenya. 
3421. 

Enquiry into the working of the Muslim University at Aligarh. 
3413. 

Establishment of a Central Art Institute at Delhi. 3631. 
Establishment of Head, Sub or Branch Post offices in Bihar and 
Orissa. 3425. 

Exclusion of Indian seamen from the United States of America 
under the new' American Immigi’ation Bill. 3453-54. 
Expenditure in connection with Indian representatives to the last 
Imperial Conference. 3326. 

Expenditure on New r Delhi. 3423. 

Expenditure on the colonisation of the Andamans by Moplahs. 
341.8. 

Extra charges for the delivery of telegrams beyond a five mile 
radius from the telegraph station. 3442. v 

Fatal accident at the level crossing in Jamalpur, East Indian Rail¬ 
way. 3630-31. 

Fencing of the railway lines on the Arrah-Sassaram Light Railway 
and the Bihar-Baklitiarpur Light Railway. 3420. 

Grant of assistance to Sir Mohammad Yousuf’s Marine School at 
Nova Island, Bombay. 3325. 

Grievances of luggage porters at Howrah. 3542-43. 

Haj Committees. 3326. 
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SARFARAZ HUSAIN KHAN, KHAN BAHADUR— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Increase in the maximum rate of the Indian income-tax. 3542. 

Introduction of legislation for the prompt payment of wagen 
, 3424-25. 

Introduction of the shift system of work in mines and prohibition 
of the employment of women underground in mines. 3424. 

Local Advisory Committees for Railways. 3435. 

Location of private quarters of Superintendents of Post offices in 
their office buildings. 3425. 

Location of the Imperial Library. 3324. 

Meetings of the Legislative Assembly and Council of State with 
the number of Resolutions and Bills passed during the last three 
sessions. 3732-33. 

Migration of the families of Moplah convicts to the Andaman 
Islands. 3326-27. 

Mosque in the Pilgrims’ Camp, Karachi. 3326. 

Names of the nations represented in the League of Nations and their 
respective contributions to the League. 3440. 

Number of Bills and Resolutions passed by the last two Assemblies 
and number of questions asked in the last two Assemblies. 3422. 
Number of Indians employed as wireless operators. 3545. 

Number of Indian Judges of High Courts. 3321. 

Number of Indian Officers in the Traffic Service and Locomotive 
Service of the East Indian Railway drawing more than Rs. 500 
per mensem. 35 41. 

Number of political detenus suffering from tuberculosis. 354G-47. 
Number of wagons ordered for Railways from 1.919-20 to the 30th 
September, 1926. 3322-23. 

Number of workshops on the East Indian Railway and the Bengal 
and North-Western Railway. 3424. 

Official recognition of the Railway Unions. 3418. 

Opening of the new station near Ajmere Gate. Delhi. 3736. 

Pay, pensions and promotions of the members of the Indian Un¬ 
attached List. 3732. 

Periods of detention of the Bengal detenus under the Bengal Crimi¬ 
nal Law Amendment Act. 3324. 

Plying of the Bengal North-Western Railway steamer between 
Mahnbirgliat and Palilezaghat. 3434. 

Proposed branch line of the Bengal and North-Western Railway 
between Maharajganj and Drauli. 4058. 

Provision of accommodation for postmen and lower grade staff, 
etc. 362S. 

Provision of a telegraph connection to the Post office at Man thank 
3736. 

Publication of the prospectus for the training ship “ Dufferin 
3734. 

Publication of the report of the Fiji Deputation. 3421-22. 
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SARFARAZ HUSAIN KHAN, KHAN BAHADUR— contd. ■ 

Question re — conoid. 

Reappointment of Messrs. Ma,thews and McGuire, insolvents, by the 
Eastern Bengal Railway. 3544-45. 

Rebates on steamer passages secured for Government officials. 3326. 

Recommendations of the Economic Enquii’y Committee. 3321. 

Recommendations of the Indian Auxiliary and Territorial Forces 
Committee. 3632-33. 

Recommendations of the Indian Sandhurst Committee. 3324. 

Reconstitution of the Royal Indian Marine as a combatant Force. 
3427. 

Recruitment for the Indian Civil Service from 1922 to 1927. 3454. 

Report of the Indian Sugar Committee. 4051-57. 

Resolution regarding grievances of subordinate employees on Indian 
Railways. 3418. 

Result of the last elections to the Legislative Assembly. 3325. 

Result of the official tests in the matter of the Beam Wireless Sta¬ 
tion near Poona. 3736. 

Revision of the Indian Railways Act. 3419. 

Royal Air Force in India. 3541. 

Royal Indian Navy. 3628. 

Rules for the grant of passports to persons entering India from 
Nepal, Bhutan, etc. 3546. 

Running of through composite first and second class carriage between 
Pahleza Ghat and the main line of the Bengal North-Western Rail¬ 
way. 4058. 

Safeguarding of the interests of Indians in Panama. 3453. 

Sale of plots of land round about the Mombassa Light-House. 3324- 
25. 

Slavery in Burma. 3427. 

Stamping out of slavery in some of the outlying territories situated 
close to the Burmese Frontier. 3544. 

Status of Indians in Fiji. 3435. 

Stoppage of the 1-Up. Punjab Mail at Patna City. 3420. 

Taking of oath of office bv Babu Satyendra Chandra Milra, M.L.A. 
3419-20. 

The Charsadda-Swabi Railway. 3632. 

The film industry in India. 3631. 

University Ti*aining Corps. 3633. 

Use of stationery for members of the Legislative Assembly. 3541. 

Visits of the Superintendent of Post offices, Patna Division, to 
Head, Sub or Branch Post offices. 3426-27. 

SASSOON, SIR VICTOR— 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3581-82. 

Consideration of clause 7. 3818-19. 

Consideration of clause 8. 3847. 
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SASSOON, SIR VICTOR— contd. 

Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 4130. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3166-69, 3172, 3173. 

Motions -fo consider and circulate. 4094-4102. 

Question re exemption from income-tax of the income from the Ahmed- 
abad Mills Tilak Swaraj Fund used for charitable educational 
purposes. 4218-19. 

Resolution re improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 3465- 

66 . 

SASTRI, THE HIGHT HONOURABLE SRINIVASA— 

Question re appointment of Mr. Tyson, I.C.S., as Secretary to -•. 

3227. 

SATARA— 

Question re vacant military buildings at-. 4570. 


SCHOLARSHIP (S )— 

Question re creation of —— for the study of the sugar industry in 
foreign countries. 4057-58. 

SCHOOL (S)— 

Question re — 

Difference in the courses of studies in the-in Delhi and Simla. 

4296-97. 

Educational grant to the Bhai’ati Committee of the Hindus of Kohat 
for the construction of tlieir High -. 3004-03. 

Fees charged by the Lady Irwin —— for girls in Simla. 33 38-19. 

Hindu and Muhammadan Colleges. High - and Middle -in 

the North-West Frontier Province. 3005. 

Muslim teachers of the Government High -> Ajmer. 3908. 

Number of Muhammadan and Mahratta teachers in the Government 
High -, Ajmer. 4185. 

Number of the students refused admission into Ihe Government 
High - and the Moinia Islamia High - in Ajmer. 43 S3. 

Opening of primarv-for Muslims in Ajmor-Mcrwara. 3908-09, 

4184. 


Qualifications of the Head Master of the Walter Anglo-Vernacular 

-at Blount Abu. 3910-11. 

Staff of the Government nigh-. Ajmer. 3908. 


Supervising staff of the Boarding Home of the Government High 
-, Ajmer. 3909, 4185-86. 

Termination of agreements with Anglo-Indian for conduct ins 

Telegraph Training clashes 3215. 


SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS— 

Question re remission of customs duty on-and chemicals imported 

for the use of educational institutions. 4(wo. 
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SEALDAH— 

Question re complaint regarding tlie third class booking office at-- 

3117. 

SEAMAN (MEN)’S— • 

Question re exclusion of Indian - from the United States of 

America under the new American Immigration Bill. 3453-54. 
Resolution re — 

Repatriation of the Draft Conventions concerning— 

(1) -’s articles of agreement, and 

(2) repatriation of-. 4617-25. 

Recommendations concerning— 

(1) the repatriation of masters and apprentices, and 

(2) the general principles for the inspection of the conditions of 

work of -. 4626-29. 

“ SEARCHLIGHT 

Question re articles in the “-” on the subject of income-tax ad¬ 

ministration. 4318. 

SEA SERVICE— 

Question re amount of - required of candidates appointed to the 

Bengal Pilot Service in England and India. 3869-70. 

SECOND DIVISION CLERKS— 

Question re annual increment of-of the Government of India Sec¬ 

retariat. 3542. 

SECRET AGENTS— 

Question re employment of informers and-by the income-tax De¬ 

partment. 3274. 

SECRETARIAT— 

Question re — 

Annual increment of second division clerks of the Government of 
India-. 3542. 

Appointment to tlie first division of the Government of India —— 
of candidates successful at the 1920 and 1922 examinations. 4571- 
72. 

Promotion of qualified assistants and clerks of the Government of 
India - and Attached Offices who have not passed the re¬ 

quisite examination. 4563-64. 

Transfers and promotions of assistants and clerks between the 
Attached Offices and the Government of India-. 4563. 

SECRETARIAT ASSISTANTS— 

Question re grant of permission to assistants of attached offices to 

appear at departmental examinations for promotion as -- 

4193. 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA— 

Question re — 

Constitution of the different Committees of the Council of the-• 

3801. 
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SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Representation of tlie -on the Commission appointed, to investi¬ 

gate the possibility of federating the British Central and East 
African Colonies. 3595-96. 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR.— 

Question re visit to India of Sir Laming Worthington Evans, -. 

3722-23. 

SECTION CLERKS— 

Question re pension and provident fund for- in Ordnance Fac¬ 

tories. 4553. 

SECUNDERABAD— 

Question re location of an office of Controller of Military Accounts at 
-. 3712. 

SECURITY BONDS— 

Question re -of postmen. 3731. 

SEDITION— 

Question re trial for - of certain Indian residents of Shanghai. 

3140. 

SEGREGATION— 

Question re policy of-between Europeans and Asiatics in Kenya, 

3123-24. 

SELECTION GRADE— 

Question re promotion of Postmasters and Inspectors to the 2nd-. 

3223-24. 

SELECTION GRADE APPOINTMENTS— 

Question re exemption of postal employees with 20 years’ service from 
the examination for promotion to -. 45G5. 

SELF-GOVERNING DOMINIONS— 

Question re expenditure incurred by the- on naval establishment. 

4556. 

SEN GUPTA, BABU RATIRANJAN— 

Question re refund to -, a signaller of the Kharagpur combined 

office, of rent charged for quarters not occupied by him. 34o(.-51. 

SENIOR COMMERCIAL INSPECTOR— 

Question re --, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 3299-3300. 

SEPARATION OF JUDICIAL AND EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONS— 

Question re -3603-04. 

SERVICES— 

Question re — 

Method of recruitment to the - in India. 3303. 

Proper representation of the Banih community of Bengal in tbe . 
3023. 
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SHAFEE, MOULVI MOHAMMAD— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3940-41. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3096. 

Question re — 

Abolition of tolls on the railway bridge over the river Gandak. 4531- 
32. 

Application from-to keep a retainer for his gun. 4562-68. 

Employment by members of the Indian Legislature of retainers for 
their fire-arms. 4534-35. 

Grant of the privilege to members of the Indian Legislature to keep 
retainers for their arms. 3021-22. 

Students from Bihar and Orissa in the Royal Indian Military College, 
Delira Dun. 3022. 

Visit to India of Sir Laming Worthington Evans, Secretary of State 
for War. 3722-23. 

SHAH NAWAZ, MIAN MOHAMMAD— 

Criminal Lav-7 Anendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3943-44. 

Election of-to the panel for the Advisory Publicity Committee. 

3556. 

Election of-to the panel for the Standing Committee for the 

Department of Education, Health and Lands. 3154. 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the withdrawal during the August- 
Septemlmr session of the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India 
Bill. 4288-89. 

SHAHPUR DISTRICT— 

Question re enhanced railway freight on salt from the salt mines at 

Warclia in the -. 4302-04. 

SHANGHAI— 

Question re — 

Number of casualties among Punjabi troops at -. 2977. 

Trial for sedition of certain Indian residents of-. 3140. 

SHARQI KINGS— 

Question re preservation of the mosques of the-at Jaunpur. 4534. 

SHAW, MR. HARIHAR PRASAD— 

Question rc— 

Dismissal of-, a postal official. 3727-28. 

Memorial of-. a postal official in regard to his dismissal. 3729. 

SHERYANT. MR. T. A. K.— 

Criminal Law Amendment, Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3966. 

Motion to consider. 4476, 4487-89. 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Consideration of clause 2. 3262-63. 
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SHEBVANI, MR. T. A. K.—contd. 

Question, re — 

Contracts for regimental institutes. 3543-44. 

Disposal of the stocks of the Army Canteen Board to Indian con¬ 
tractors. 2981-2982. 

Establishment in India of the Board of the Navy, Army, and Air 
Force Institutes. 2983. 

- Liquidation of the Army Canteen Board and reversion to the system 
of Indian contractor’s. 2979-81. 

Purchase of the stock of the Army Canteen Board by Indian con¬ 
tractors. 2982-83. 

Reforms in the’Canteen service. 2982. 

Supply of raw hides to the Cawnpore Harness Factory. 3288-89. 
Universal rate of rebate in connection with the Canteen service. 
2983. 

SHIAH MUSLIMS— 

Question re attack by the Afridis on- in Tirah. 3920-21. 

SHIFT. SYSTEM— 

Question re introduction of the- of work in mines. 3424. 

SHILLONG GENERAL URBAN CONSTITUENCY— 

Question re inclusion of portions of non-British territory in the-- 

of the .Assam Legislative Council. 3415-16. 

SHIPBUILDING— 

Question re encouragement of - in India. 3860. 

SHIPOWNERS— 

Question re employment by British - of successful cadets of the 

training ship. 3868. 

SHIPPING— 

Question rc — 

Amount of income-tax and super-tax paid by British and other non- 
Indian companies carrying on banking, -and insurance busi¬ 

ness in India. 3S57-58. 

Reservation of the coasting trade of India to Indian-. 3859. 

SHIPPING COMPANIES— 

Question rr carriage of cavgo and stores by Indian-. 3861-65. 

SHIYA-TI— 

Question rc publication of an article regarding-in the Peslnoa, a 

Delhi monthly. 4206. 

SHOP ANU R -NILA MB A R PATHWAY— 

See under “ Railway fs) ”. 

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS— 

Question rc — 

Offer of- to Indians in the Indian Medical Service. 3381 . 

-of Europeans in the Indian Medical Service. 3879-30. 
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SHRADHANAND. SWAMI— 

Question re murder of- the result of an organised conspiracy. 

4218. 

SHUDDHI— 

Question re murders of Arya Samajists engaged in the norh of 
and Sawgathan. 3024. 

SHWEDAGON PAGODA— 

Question re removal of the arsenal and fort on the slopes of the 
in Rangoon. 4573. 

SICK LEAVE PAY— 

Question re - of Europeans and Indians on 'Railways. 3018. 


SIDDIQI, MR. ABDUL QADIR— 

Election of-to the panel of the Standing Committee to advise on 

subjects in the Department of Industries and Labour. Sail. 

Oath of Office. 2969. 

Question re riots at Nagpur. 4568-69. 

SIGNAL ROOM CLERKS— 

Question re grant of free quarters or house rent in lieu thereof to t e 
- transferred from old Delhi to New Delhi. 4239. 


SIKH(S)— 

Question re restoration of good feelings between the - 
madans in the North-West Frontier Province. 


— and Muham- 
3555. 


SILCHAR— 

Question re information relating to the --- Head Post Office an 

the - Head Record Office. 3221-22. 


SIMLA— 


Question re — „ __v 

- Additional expenditure incurred by the move of the Wireless; Branch 
of the office of the Director General of Posts and Telegr<p 

-. 3915-16. . , n 

Alleged irregularities in the allotment of residential quarters to 

elerlis in •-. 3914-15. . , . 

Allotment of “ C ” class quarters in — to the Head Assistant of 
the Wireless Branch of the office of the Director General of Posts 
and Telegraphs. 3915. . . 

Curtailment of'the stay of the Government of India m > 
2993-94. 

Difference in the courses of studies in the schools m Delhi and • 
4296-97. 

Fees charged by the Lady Irwin School for gills in 
19. 

Grant of a local allowance to the postmen of-• 4314-15. 

Grant of allowances to the officers and dcrlra <oi the 

-, moving "with the Government of Indie 

Delhi. 4238-39. 


3118- 
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SIMLA — contd. 

Question re— contd. 

Memorial of the postmen of -. 4315. 

Purchase and sale of machines by the Government of India Presses 
in Calcutta., Delhi and ■-•. 4574. 

Representation of Muslims in the Postal Department,-. 4209. 

Retention of the office of the Master General of Supplj 7 in-during 

the -winter. 4188-89. 

Sale of waste paper bj r the Government of India Presses in Calcutta, 
Delhi and-. 4574. 

Separate compartments for Europeans and Anglo-Indian and Indian 
Clerks in the special trains running between Summer Hill and 
the goods shed, -. 4188. 

System of sending cash from the Head Post Office, -to the Sub- 

Post offices. 4315-16. 

Valuation of Government house properties in-. 4534. 

SIMLA EXODUS— 

Question re cost of the-. 2993. 

SIND— 

Motion re relief for sufferers from floods in Gujarat and parts of 
Orissa and -. 3031-36. 

Telegrams relating to the floods in Gujarat and-and Orissa. 3154. 

SINGH, MR. GAYA PRASAD— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to pass. 4598-4600. 

Death of Sir. Ambika Prasad Sinha, M.L.A. 3031. 

Demand for supplementary grant in respect of “ Civil Works ”, 3978. 

Discussion re answering of questions in the vernacular. 3979. 3980, 
3981. 

Motion for Adjournment re appointment of an adequate number of 
Indian representatives on the Royal Commission to consider the 
federation of Kenya and other Bast and Central African Colonies. 
3111. 

Motion for tiie election of a panel for the Standing Committee of the 
Department of Industries and Labour. 3080. 

Permission sought by - to put certain questions standing in the 

name of Khan "Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan in view of the 
absence of the latter. 3403. 3404. 

Question rc— 

Accusation made by responsible officials in India against Mr. S. C. 
Bose. 3228-29. 

Alleged excessive and unfair assessment of income-tax in Bihar and 
Orissa. 3305-06. 

Alleged misconduct of a " Crewman ” of the East Indian Railway. 
3374. 

Alleged shortage of stores on the Sone Bridge at Knilwar on the 
East Indian Railway. 3412. 
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SINGH, ME. GAYA PRASAD— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Alleged violence of a “ Crewman ”, of tlie East Indian Railway 
3412. 

Amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking tracts. 3272, 3304. 

Application from Maulvi Muhammad Shafee, M.L.A., to. keep a 
retainer for his gun. 4562-63. 

Appointment of a Committee of the Government of India to consider 
the question of Reforms and the Statutory Commission. 2996. 

Appointment of Agents in Colonies other than South Africa. 3373. 

Appointment of Indians to the Special Commission to inquire into 
the question of the federation of East and Central Africa. 3411. 

Appointment of Mr. Tyson, I.C.S., as Secretary to the Right Honour¬ 
able Srinivasa Sastri. 3227. 

Bengal detenus. 3693. 

Cancellation of the citizenship of 45 Indians naturalised in the United 
States of America. 3521. 

Cancellation of the passport granted to Mr. Saklatwala. M.P. 4532- 
33. 

Cases dealt with by the Railway Rates Advisory Tribunal. 2998. 

Claims of Indians in Tanganyika against Germany. 4320-21. 

Claims outstanding against the British War Office. 3306. 

Colour bar against Indians in Edinburgh. 3122. 

Complaint regarding the third class booking office at Sealdali. 3117. 

Construction of a railway from Rishikesh to Karnaprayag. 2997. 

Contribution by Government Servants to the Kluidi Fund. 3410- 

11 . 

Contribution to the Aitehison College, Lahore. 3306-07.’ 

Conveyance of the English Mail from Bombay to Calcutta by the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway. 3412. 

Cost of the Simla exodus. 2993. 

Curtailment, of the stay of the Government of India in Simla, etc. 
2993-94. 

Defective condition of the roof of the Legislative Assembly Chamber 
in New Delhi. 3226-27. 

Devastation caused bj 7 the recent floods in India. 3624-26. 

Distribution of telegraph traffic work among the Superintendents of 
Post Offices. 3698. 

Enhanced customs duties levied on Indian goods in Turkey. 3225- 
26. 

Enhancement of the license-fees payable by the Nonians (Luniyas) 
for the manufacture of crude saltpetre. 3413. 

Enlargement of the powers of Railway Advisory Committees. 3623. 

Examination of the luggage of ladv passengers by the customs 
officials at Yirangam. 3376. 

Exclusion of the “ Forward ” from Burma. 3141-42. 

Expenditure on troops sent from India to China. 3306. 
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SINGH, MR. GAYA PRASAD— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Pees charged by the Lady Irwin School for girls in Simla. 3118- 
19. 

Grievances of deck passengers on steamers of the British India Steam 
Navigation Company. 3124-25. 

Health of Sri jut Jyotish Chandra Ghosh, a Bengal detenu. 3140- 
41. 

Holding of the autumn session of the Central Legislature in Delhi. 
2994-95. 

Imposition on Americans, resident in India, of disabilities similar to 
those imposed upon Indians in the United States of America. 
3226. 

Increase in the number of third class hooking clerks at Muttra Junc¬ 
tion. 3317-18. 

India’s annual contribution towards the cost of the Imperial Navy. 
3225. 

Inspection of combined offices in the Gaya Division by the Superin¬ 
tendent of Posts Offices and the Telegraph Traffic Officer. 3697- 
98. 

Issue of eight-monthly return tickets by the North-Western Rail¬ 
way. 3624. 

Issue of third class ordinary return tickets. 3000. 

Legislation 'for the regulation of trade disputes in India. 2999. 
.Location of troops in Muzaffarpur. 3127-28. 

Mobmand disturbances on the Frontier. 3694-95. 

Number of persons detained under Regulation III of 1818. 3228. 

Number of times the powers of veto and certification have been used 
since the introduction of the Reforms. 3695-96. 

Opening by the Bengal Nagpur Railway of a booicing office in the 
town of Puri. 2997. 

Opening up of the Santhal Parganas by railways. 2998. 

Opinion of Dr. James IT. Cousins regarding New Delhi and its build¬ 
ings. etc. 3374-75. , 

Paueity of recruits for the Army from Bihar and Orissa. 312a. 
Payment by the Indian Exchequer of the salaries of British Officers 
formerly employed on staff duties m Indm on their return to 

England. 3373-74. „ . „ 97<t 

Personnel of the Indian Delegation to the League of Nations 3-73. 
Policy of segregation between Europeans and Asiatics in Kenya. 
3123. 

Prevention of serious crimes in New Delhi. 3119. 

Proposed demolition o£ the historic honse of the We poet «»j 
Chandra Chatferjee. at Kantlialpara, Nnilinti. Eastern iiengai 

Prosecutions in Orissa for the illicit manufacture of -alt for domestic 
use. 3271-72. 
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SINGH, MR. GAYA PRASAD— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

. Protection of the rights and interests of Indians resident in Tanga¬ 
nyika. 4319. 

Provincial share of income-tax on companies operating in Bihar and 
Orissa but registered elsewhere. 3272. 

Provision of quarters for Indian employees of the Bast Indian Rail¬ 
way. 3623. 

Publication of the Report of the Sub-Committee of the Skeen Com¬ 
mittee. 3696-97. 

Rates of annual increments of Superintendents of Post Offices and 
first class Postmasters. 3698-99. 

Recommendations of the Indian Sandhurst Committee. 3272-73. 

Recovery of penalties from railway companies for overcrowding of 
carriages. 3411-12. 

Refusal of passports to employees of Indian, firms in Hong Kong. 
4637. 

Refusal of passports to the Medical Mission to China. 3327. 

Rejection of the application of an Indian student to be allowed to 
assist in the Water Department of the new Mills Council. 4533- 
34. 

Remedying of defects at Baidyanath Dham on the Bast Indian Rail¬ 
way. 3694. 

Remodelling the station of Baidyanath Dham on the East Indian 
Railway. 2998. 

Removal of the capital of the United Provinces from Allahabad to 
Lucknow. 3305. 

Removal of the office of the Commissioner of Income-tax, Bihar and 
Orissa, from Ranchi to Patna. 3724. 

Renting of private bungalows- at Dinapore by the East Indian Rail¬ 
way for their non-Indian employees. 3693-94. 

Resolutions adopted by the Legislative Assembly and the Council 

' of State. 3146-51. 

Restriction of the employment of Gurkhas to the Army and regular 
military police battalions. 4534. 

Retention by the Provincial museum at Patna of the valuable relics 
found at Pataliputra and Nalanda in Bihar. 3152. 

Retirement of European Government Officials on proportionate pen¬ 
sions. 3143-44, 

Route of the Imperial Airways to connect India with Great Britain. 
4636. 

Safety of the roof of the Legislative Assembly Chamber in New 
Delhi. 3125-27. 

Segregation of Indians in Mombassa. 4319-20. 

Selection of candidates for permanent commissions in the Indian 
Medical Service. 3796-99. 
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SINGH, MB. GAYA PRASAD— conoid. 

Question re — concld. 

Separate establishment for the Legislative Assembly. 2996. 

Separation of Burma from India. 3375-76. 

Speech'delivered by Earl Winterton in the House of Commons 
regarding the Bengal detenus. 3144-46. 

Statutory Commission on Reforms. 2996. 

Stay of Miss Mayo, author of “ Mother India ” as a guest of a 
Superintendent of the ,C. I. D. at Lahore. 4641. 

The Indian Navy Bill. 3374. 

Trial for sedition of certain Indian residents of Shanghai. 3140. 

Valuation of Government house properties in Simla. 4534. 

Withholding of orders from British firms which refuse admission 
to Indian apprentices in such firms. 3722-24. 

Workmen of the Eastern Bengal Railway and membership of 
Labour Unions. 2999-3000. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Alleged exactions of Income-tax officers in the Central Provinces. 
3275. 

Defective construction of the Council Chambers at New Delhi. 
2972. 

Devastation caused by the recent floods in Lidia. 3625, 3626. 

Extradition proceedings against Sardar Diwan Singh, Editor of 
the “ Riyasat ” of Delhi. 3702. 

Functions of the Bureau of Public Information in connection with 
the views and politics of Government. 4650, 4651. 

Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India ”. 4642. 

Number of Indian and European officers in the Royal Indian 
'Marine. 4558. 

Refusal of permission to Mr. Ram Narayan Singh, ML.A., to visit 
the detenus in the Hazaribagh Jail. 3809-30. 

Removal of the capital of the United Provinces from Allahabad to 
Lucknow. 3620, 3621. 

Report relating to educational facilities for the children of rail¬ 
way employees. 4644. 

Selection of candidates for permanent. Commissions in the Indian 
Medical Service. 3805. 

Separation of judicial and executive functions. 3603. 

The proposed India House, London. 3/95, 3/96. 

Withdrawal of the notification declaring the Cliota Nagpur Divi¬ 
sion and other areas in Bihar and Orissa as backward tracts. 

3536. 

SENGH, MR. NARAYAN PRASAD-— 

Discussion rc answering of questions in the vernacular. 3979. 3981. 
Question re communal disturbances. 3979. 

SINGH, MR. RAM NARAYAN— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Comniiitee. 3965-66. 

HOST, A 
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SINGH, MR. RAM NARAYAN— contd. 

Question re — 

Administi’ation of the Indian Arms Act in Bihar and Orissa. 
4639-40. 

Appointment of Indians as Railway Civil engineers 4196. 
Appointment of qualified Indians as Railway Civil Engineers. 
4196-97. ' 

Construction of the new railway line between Barkakhajna and 
Barwadih in the Central India coalfields. 3722. 

Construction of the new railway line from Barakhana to Ranchi. 
4639. 

Contributions made by the District Board of Hazaribagh towards 
the cost of the construction of the Joint Railway and District 
Board Bridge over the Konar River. 4316. 

Government policy in regard to the Khacli movement. 4530-31. 
Improvement of the postal and telegraphic facilities in the Chota 
Nagpur Division. 3721-22. 

Indianisation of the Railway Department. 4197. 

Martial and non-martial races of India. 3987-88. 

Number of Biharis granted King’s Commission, etc. 3988-89. 
Number of students in the Mining College at Dhanbad. 4639. 
Proposed railway communication between Hazaribagh town and 
Hazaribagh Road Railway station. 3722. 

Refusal of permission to-, M.L.A., to visit the detenus in the 

Hazaribagh Jail. 3809-10. 

Resolution on the subject of the backward tracts in Bihar and 
Orissa. 4530. 

Stoppage of recruitment for the Army from Bihar and Orissa. 
3988. 

Stoppage of the Bombay mail at Kodarma. - 3536-37. 

Total expenditure incurred in connection with the Gold Standard 
and Reserve Bank of India Bill. 4638-39. 

Total number of appointments on Rs. 500 and over on State Rail¬ 
ways. 4195. ; ■ . . ■ : 

Total number of civil engineers in the Railway Department. 
4196. 

Withdrawal of the notification, declaring, the Chota Nagpur Divi¬ 
sion and other areas in Bihar and Orissa as backward tracts, 
t 3535-36. 

Question (Supplementary) re— 

Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India ”. 4643. 

Paucity of recruits for the Ajyny from Bihar and Orissa. 3125. 
Resolution re manufacture and sale of Khadi. 4275-77, 4659. 

SINGH, RAJA RAGHUNANDAN PRASAD— 

Question rc — 

Abolition of the Branch Post Office at 'Bitwan Bazar, t Monghyr. 
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SINGH, RAJA RAGHUNANDAN PR A SAI)— could. 

Question re— contd. 

Arrival’ of tlie 53-Up Passenger at Kiul Junction on the East 
Indian Railway. 3024. 

Articles in the Searchlight on the subject of incometax administra¬ 
tion. 4318. 

Infantile mortality. 4317. 

Refunds on mismatched or otherwise defective currency notes. 
4317. 

Search for missing currencj' notes by the Currency Office. 431C-17. 
BINGIIJANI-TANGAIL-PINGNA RAILWAY— 

See under “ Railway (s)’\ 

SINHA, KUMAR GANGANAND— 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 4411-15. 

Indian Tariff (Amendment) Bill— 

Consideration of the Schedule. 4142-43. 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the cold-blooded murders of 
eight Hindus. 3923. 

Motion re privileges and status of Members of the Legislative 
Assembly. 4666. 

Question re — 

Appointment of a correspondent of the International Labour 
Office in India. 2990-91. 

Appointment of Mr. E. J. Macliay as an Assistant Superintendent 
of the Archaeological Survey. 3S0G-07. 

Appointment of Indians in the Secretariat of the League of 
Nations. 2987-88. 

Appointment of Indians to the Watch and Ward Department of 
State Railways. 3732. 

Appointment of officers of the Watch and Ward Department of 
Railways acquainted with the vernaculars. 3791. 

Article in the monthly journal Labour of May 1927. 3726. 

Case of Mahendra Singh, Extra-Departmental Agent. Chairaiva. 
3726. 

Case of Mr. Taragati Banarjee, late an apprentice in the Jamalpur 
Workshops. 3128-29. 

Conditions of labour in India. 2991. 

Differential treatment of Indian apprentices in the Jamalpur 
Workshops. 3129-30. 

Dismissal of Mr. Ilarihnr Prasad Shaw, a postal official. 3727-28. 

District [Medical Officers on tlie different Railways. 3792. , 

Hunger strike of the Bengal detenus in the Hnzarihngh Jail. 3810. 

Improvement of the pay and allowances of postmen and inferior 
servants. 3729. 
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SINHA, KUMAR GANGANAND—ootxM, - 

Question re — contd. 

Institution .of a Watch and Ward .Department on the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta and South Indian Railways, the Bengal and 
North-Western Railway and the Assam Bengal Railway.- 3791. 

Introduction of a new grade of clerks in the Post Offices and the 
Railway Mail Service. 3729. 

Leave reserve of the lower grade staff of the Postal Department. 
3730. 

Long hous of work of assistants and clerks employed in the Finance 
and Commerce Departments of the Government of India Sec¬ 
retariat. 4240. 

Maximum of the clerical time-scale of pay of postal clerks. 3729. 

Memorial of Mr. Harihar Prasad Shaw, of postal official,-in -regard 
to his dismissal. 3729. ■ . , • . < . 

Names of officers appointed in the Watch .and Ward Department 
of Railwaj’-s. 3791. , 

Pay of postal emplojmes. 3730-31. 

Promotion of postmen to the clei’ical grade. 3730. 

<» . 

Provision of quarters for Indian apprentices of the Jamalpur 
Workshops. 3129. ■ 

Recommendations and Conventions on unemployment adopted by 
the International Labour Conferences. 2989-90. . 

Refusal of permission to Mr. Ram-Narayan Singh, M.L.A., to visit 
the detenus in the Hazaribagh Jail. -3809-10. 

Reports of the vax'ious committees of the Assembly of -the League 
of Nations. 2986-87. 

Reservation of the bungalow at Mohenjo Daro for Europeans. 
3807. 

Resolution’of the Government of India regarding Archeological 
policy. 3807-09. 

Security bonds of postmen. 3,731.' 

Stoppage of the recruitment of European niedical officers.on Rail¬ 
ways. 3792: 

Supply to the Health Organization Committee of the Assembly 
of Die League of Nations of data regarding infant mortality, 
■physical hygiene ^and nutrition. .2989.' 

Suppression of the circulation of, and traffic in, obscene publica¬ 
tions and expulsion ofifor.eign prostitutes. 2987. 

Suppression of the traffic in women and children. 2986. 

Terms of employment of Mr. Mackey in the’Archaeological Depart¬ 
ment. .4565. 

The Manihari Kaj Estate in the Santhal Parganas. 3303-04. 

Training of apprentices in steel smelting in the Jamalpur Work¬ 
shops. 3128. 
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SINHA KUMAR GANGANAND— conoid. 

Question re — concld. 

Training of Indians in drawing in the Jamalpur "Workshops, 
3129. 

Transfer of Sukhari Ram, mail peon, Bettiah. 3727. 

"Watch and Ward Department on Company-managed Railways. 
3731. 

Question (Supplementary) rc — 

Oakgrove School, Mussoorie. 3708. 

Recommendations of the Lee Commission about the Indian Medi¬ 
cal Service, 3398. 

SINHA, MR. AMBIKA PRASAD, M.L.A.— 

Death of-. 3031. 

SINHA,- MR. RAJIVARANJAN PRASAD— 

Oath of Office. 31171 

Resolution re Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian 
Army. 4257-60. 

SINHA, MR. SIDDITESWAR— 

Question re — 

Abandonment of the Gava-Sherghat 1 v Railway project. 4205. 

Biharis in the Array of India Reserve of Officers. 4542. 

Employment of unpassed men in the Government of Tndia Offices. 
3983' 

Pilling np of vacancies in the Government of India offices. 3983. 

Issue of instructions to the Director of Public Information to fill 
future vacancies in his Office by Mussulmans. 4217-18. 

Murder of Swami Shradhanand the result of an organised 
conspiracy. 4218. 

Number of Biharis admitted into the Army after the Great War. 
4547. 

Number of Europeans, Anglo-Indians. Biharis and Indians, other 
than Biharis. employed in different Departments of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 4205-0G. 

Publication of an article regarding Shivaji in the J’lslnrn. a Delhi 
monthly. 4206. 


SITAKUND— 

Question rc employment of a Mussulman or Christian station master 
a t-on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3139. 

SIT AM ARI IT— , 

Question re construction of a railway between Mir/annrpin - am 
3420. 


SKEEN COMMITTEE— 

Question re— 

Delav in the receipt by Members; of th*' < 

Report of the-from the Central 

eutta. 4561-62. 


'euirnl Legislature of the 
Publication Branch. Cal- 
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SKEEN COMMITTEE— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Publication of the Report of the Sub-Committee of the-. 

3696-97. 

Recommendations of the-. 3308. 

Report of the --■. 3199, 3508. 

Resolution re Indianisat'ion of half the cadre of officers of the Indian 
Army. 

(Report of the-). 3474-98,4242-75. 

SKINS— 

Question re export duty on bides and-. 3917-18. 

SLAVERY— 

Question re — . . • 

-in Burma. 3427. 

Stamping out of-in some of the outlying territories situated 

close to the Burmese Frontier. 3544. 

SLEEPING ACCOMMODATION— ; 

Question re -for intermediate and third class passengers on Rail¬ 

ways. 3283. 

SMITH, LIEUTENANT COLONEL W. A — 

Question re — 

Dismissal by telegram of a clerk above the first, efficiency bar by 
-, Superintendent of Post Offices, Nilgiri Division. 3431. 

Inspection of Branch Post Offices by-, Superintendent of Post 

Offices, Nilgiri Division. 3429-30. 

Punishments inflicted on his subordinates by - , Superintendent 

of Post Offices, Nilgiri Division. 3430. 

Travelling allowance of - , Superintendent of Post Offices, Nil¬ 

giri Division. 3428-29. 

SOCIAL INSURANCE— 

Question re recommendations of the International Labour Con¬ 
ference regarding-. 3200. 

SOCIETIES REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

Bee under “ Bill(s)’-. 

SOLDIER CLERKS— 

Question re employment of-in the Army Headquarters. 4634-35. 

SOMPETA— 

Stoppage of mail trains of the Bengal Nagpur Railway at-in the 

Ganjam District, 4218. 

SONE BRIDGE— 

Question re alleged shorage of stores on the - at Koilwar on the 

East Indian Railway. 3412. 
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SOB COLLIERY— 

- Question re omission of the —-from the statement of railway 

collieries acquired from time to time. 3281. 

SORTER(S)— 

Question re — 

Casual leave of-of the Railway Ma il Service. 3527-28. 

Emoluments of clerks and-in the Rangoon General Post Office, 

and clerks of the mofussil in Burma, and-of the Burm^ 

Railway Mail Service. 4318-19. 

Inadequacy of the staff of-and clerks attached to the Bombay 

Record Office of the Railway Mail Service. 3527. 

Number of officials adversely affected by the 50 per cent, limit 
among the-of the Railway Mail Service, etc. 3886-87. 

Officiating or temporary service rendered by postal clerks and- 

in the Railway Mail Service. 3414-15. 

SORTING CLERK (S)— 

Question re grading of certain sorting postmen at Poona Head Office 
as -• 3526. 


SORTING WORK— 

Question re -in the Amherst Street, Bow Bazar and Beadon 

Street Post Offices. 4324. 

SOUTH AFRICA— 

Question re appointment of Agents in the Colonies other than-- 

3373. 

SOUTH AFRICAN AGREEMENT— 

Question rc —-—■ 3192-97. 

SOUTH INDIAN RAILWAY— 

See under “ Railway(s)”. 


SOVEREIGN (S)— 

Question rc number of——received by the 
since the demonetisation of the-in 


Controller of Currency 
March 1927. 3528. 


SPECIAL ALLOWANCES— 

Question rc grant of--corresponding in amount to the Overseas 

allowances drawn by officers of non-Indian domicile, to Indian 
Officers of the South Indian Railway. 3700-01. 


SPECIAL PAY— 

Question re discontinuance of the - 
to officers of Indian domicile 
3394. 


_ € in lieu of overseas allowance, 

on the South Indian Railway. 


SPECIAL TRAIN— 

Question rc separate compartments for European and Anglo-Indian 

and Indian Clerks in the-running between Summer Hill 

and the Simla Goods Shed. 4188. 
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SPEECH(ES)— 

Question re — 

Delivered By Earl Winterton' in the House of Commons regard¬ 
ing the Bengal detenus. 3144-46. 

Summaries of the-of representatives of India at the recent 

Imperial Conference. 3315. 

STAFF ALLOWANCE (S)— 

Question re rate at which overseas allowance and some other- 

are convertible into sterling. 3877. 

STAFF DUTY (IES)— 

Question re payment by the Indian. Exchequer of the salaries of 

British Officers formerly employed on - in India on their 

return to England. 3373-74. 

STAFF SELECTION BOARD— 

Question re report of. the Committee appointed to inquire into the 
working of the-. 3282. 

STAGGS, MR. W. B.— , . ., . 

Question re appointment of - as an officiating Superintendent in 

the Home Department 3322. 

STAMP DUTY(IES)— . . 

Question re allocation of non-judicial - as a central source of 

revenue. 3801-02. 

STANDING COMMITTEE— 

Election of members to the panel for the - for the Department 

of Education, Health and Lands. 3090. 

Election of members to the panel's for the -to advise on subjects 

in the Department of Commerce and the Department of Indus¬ 
tries and Labour. 3327. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the - for the Department 

of Education, Health and Lands. 3090. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the- of the . Commerce 

Department. 3083-90. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the - of the Department of 

Industries and Labour. 3071-82. 

Question re departmental -. 3542. 

STATEMENT (S)— 

- (laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir George Rainy re¬ 
garding subjects discussed by the Central Advisory Council for 
Railways. 3056-69. 

- (laid on the table) re orders for wagons. 3070-71. 

- (laid on the table) re purchase by the Government of India of 

American wagons destined for Russia. 3070. 

- (laid on the table) regarding purchase of stores by the High 

Commissioner for India. 4325-31. • 

- (laid on. the table) re tenders for stores not accepted by the 

High Commissioner for India during the last year ending 31st 
December 3 926. 3037-55. 
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STATEMENT OE BUSINESS— 

— 1 — by the Honourable Sir Basil Blackett. 3097, 3455, 3904-05, 
4041-42, 4179-88. 

STATE PRISONERS— 

Question re — 

Conditions of release of Bengal - and detenus. 4526. 

Detention of - under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 

Act, 1925. 4298-4300. 

Grant of temporary permission to Mr. Bepin Bekari Ganguly, a 
-to visit Ms liome. 4301. . 

Hunger strikes amongst the Bengal - and detenus. 4527. 

Removal of Mr. Satish Chandra Ckakravarty, a -, to Calcutta 

to undergo Ayurvedic treatment for filariasis. 4300-01. 

Removal of - and detenus in Burma to the Mary’s School 

Buildings at Mandalay. 4228-29. 

Transfer of Bengal-and detenus to jails outside Bengal. 4527. 

STATE RAILWAY (S)— 

See under “ Railway (s) ”. 

• STATION (S)— 

Question re — 

Number of - with raised platforms on the Assam Bengal Rail¬ 

way. 3137. 

Opening of the new - near Ajmcre Gate, Delhi. 3736. 

Remodelling the - of Baidyan'ath Dham on the East Indian 

Railway. 2998. 

STATION COMMERCIAL STAFF— 

Quesliou re reduction of the hours of work of the- on the Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway. 3020. 

STATION MASTERS— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the posts of three Indian Sub-Assistant -at Poona. 

3318. 

Employment of A-Grade - at Satna and Ivaini on the Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway. 3300. 

Employment of a Mussalman or Ohrisian —— ai Sitakuhd on 
tiie Assam Bengal Railway. 3139. 

Serious complaints made by die mercantile community of Meerut 
against the - of Meerut City station. 330 1 . 

STATION SERVICE— 

Question re number of students receiving training for general service 
and - in Government Telegraph Training classes. 3214. 

STATIONERY— 

Question re use of 
3541. 


for Members of the Legislative 


AsM-mhly. 
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STATIONERY AND PRINTING DEPARTMENT— 

Question re Mussalmans in the Government of India -. 3405-06. 

STATUS— 

Motion re privileges and-of Members of the Legislative Assembly. 

4665-69. 

Question re -of a temporary officer in the Indian Medical Service 

in relation to a permanent officer of the same rank. 3877. - 

STATUTORY COMMISSION— 

Question re — 

Appointment and terms of reference and personnel of the -. 

3892-93. 

Appointment of a Committee of the Government of India to consider 
the question of Reforms and ——. 2996. 

Total number of assistants and clerks in the new branch of the 
Home Department created in connection with the -. 4522. 

STATUTORY COMMISSION ON REFORMS— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Lord Ronaldshay as Chairman and Sir Malcolm 
Hailey as a Member of the--. 3203. 

-. 2996. 

STEAMER (S)— 

Question re — 

Grievances of deck passengers on.- of the British India Steam 

Navigation Company. 3124-25. 

Number and tonnage of-and sailing vessels registered in India. 

4542-43. 

STEAMER PASSAGES— 

Question re rebates on —— secured for Government officials. 3326. 

STEAMSHIP COMPANIES— 

Question re compulsory employment by - engaged in the coasting 

trade of successful and suitable cadets of the training ship. 
3867. 

STEEL BARS— 

Question re duty on-of -J- inch thickness. 4565-66. 

STEEL MANUFACTURERS— 

Question re rebates offered by heavy- of the United Kingdom on 

joists and other materials. 4657. 

STEEL SMELTING— 

Question re training of apprentices in - in the Jamalpur AVork- 

shops. 3128. 

STEEL AYORK— 

Question re duty on-for the electrification of the Bombay, Baroda 

and Central India Railway and the Great Indian Peninsula Rail' 
way.. 3533. 
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STENOGRAPHERS— 

Question re appointment of Income-tax Officers, Inspectors and - 

in tlie Punjab and tbe North-West Frontier Province. 2979. 

STERLING— 

Question re rate at which overseas allowance and some other staff 
allowances are convertible into -. 3877. 

STOCK BREEDING EXPERT(S)— 

Question re appointment of State Veterinary scholars as - in the 

Provinces. 3407. 

STOKERS— 

Question re minimum age of employment as - and trimmers, etc. 

3219-20. 

STORES— 

Question re — 

Alleged shortage of - on the Sone Bridge at Koilwar on the 

East Indian Railway. 3412. 

Carriage of cargo and - by Indian shipping companies. 3864- 

65. 

Carriage of Government and railway - coastwise and in the 

foreign trade from and to an Indian port. 3S65. 

Purchase of -. 3889. 

Purchase of- by Port. Trusts. 3592. 

Purchase of - by the East Indian Railway. 3224-25. 

Purchase of - for State Railways. 3530. 

Statement laid on the table regarding purchase of - by the High 

Commissioner for India. 4325-31. 

Statement (laid on the table) rc tenders for - not accepted by 

tbe High Commissioner for India during the last year ending 
31st December. 1926. 3037-55. 

STORE BALANCE (8)— 

Question re method of writing down - of Railways. 3529. 

STORE BALANCES (RAILWAYS)— 

Question rc reduction of-. 3281. 

STORES, CONTROLLERS OF— 

Question rc recruitment of Indians for the Office of - of the 

various State Railways. 3529-30. 

STORES DEPARTMENT— 

Question rc dismissal of Mr. B. L. De Roznrio. lnt- Depot Store 
Iveeker. Alamhacli. -. 3298-99. 

STOREHOLDERS— 

Question rc replacement of a proportion of the British Military Staff 
of - by Civilian Staff. 3SS1-S2. 
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STORE-KEEPERS— 

Question re improvement of tlie prospects and terms of service of 

Supply and Transport -in the Indian Army Service Corps. 

4191-92. * * 

STREET LIGHTING— 

Question re electric-of the Sadar Bazar. Ambala. 3008. 

STRIKERS— 

Question re — 

Grant of gratuities by the North-Western Railway to - who 

offered for duty and were not re-employed. 3891. 

Re-employment of-by the North-Western Railway. 3889-90. 

STUDENT (S)— 

Question re — 

Admission of - who have passed the High School examination 

in Delhi to the Government College, Ajmer. 3710. 

Number of-in the Mining College at Dhanbad. 4639. 

Number of-, receiving training for general service and station 

service in Government Telegraph Training classes. 3214. 

Number of-refused admission into the Government High School 

and the Moinia Islamia High School in Ajmer. 4185. 

Rejection of the application of an Indian-to be allowed to assist 

in the Water Department of the New Mills Council. 4533-34. 

Remission or reduction of the charges for the use of archaeological 
material by various classes of -. 3870-72. 

Selection of - for the Government Training class for wireless 

operators in Calcutta. 3215-16. 

Social boycott of Indian -- in Edinburgh. 3309. 

- from Bihar and Orissa in the Royal Indian Military College, 

Dehra Dun. _ 3022. 

SUB-ASSISTANT SURGEONS— 

Question re grant of honorary King’s commissions to - of the 

Indian Medical Department. 4219-20. 

SUBORDINATE ACCOUNTS SERVICE— 

Question re paucity of Muslims in the supervising staff of the-- and 

in gazetted appointments. 4221-22. 

SUBORDINATE STAFF— 

Question rc — 

Eye-sight tests of gazetted officers and - of Slate Railways 

4528. 

Grievances of the - of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

3317. 

SUB-POST OFFICE, KANDUKUR— 

Question rc appointment of a packer in the -. 2992, 
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SUGAR— 

Question re — 

Duty realised on- under the Indian Tariff (Amendment) Act, 

1925, from 1st June 1925 to the 90th March, 1927. 3503. 
Freight charges per to-n of —— from Bombay to Cawnpore and 
'vice versa. , 3386. 

SUGAR-CANE— 

Question re ,development of varieties of thick - at the Coimbatore 

Sugar Station. 3384. 

SUGAR INDUSTRY— 

Question re creation of scholarships for the study of the - in 

foreign countries. 4057-58. 

SUHRAWARDY, DR. A.— 

Election of -to the panel for the Advisory Publicity Committee. 

3556. 

Question (Supplementary) re Miss Mayo’s book “ Mother India 
4643. 

SUKHARI RAM— 

Question re transfer of - mail peon, Bettiah. 3727. 

SUKH LAL— 

Question re alleged assault on, and dismissal of -, an employee of 

the Bengal Nagpur Railway Workshop at Kharagpur. 3546. 

SUMMER HILL— 

Question re separate compartments for European, Anglo-Indian and 

Indian clerks in the special train running between - and the 

Simla Goods Shed. 4188. 

SUNDAYS— 

Question re contract with the employees of the Great Indian Penin¬ 
sula Railway not to engage in private work on-and holidays. 

3017. 

'SUPERINTENDENTS’ HEAD CLERK(S)— 

Question re revision of the pay of-and Inspectors of Post Offices. 

3433-34. 

SUPERINTENDENT(S) OF POST OFFICES— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims as probationary-- 3004. 

Distribution of Telegraph Traffic work among the --- 3G9S. 

-Inspection of combined offices in the Gaya Division by tin* 
and tlie Telegraph Traffic Officer. 3C97-98. 

Location of private quarters of - in tlicir office buildings. 

3425. 

Rates of annual increments of - ond first cla-.s Pom master-. 

369S-99. 

Retention of excess clerks in the office*, of 
Mail Service. 4190. 


and the Railway 
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SUPERINTENDENT OP POST OFFICES, IIOOGHLY DIVISION— 
Question re treatment of liis staff by the -. 4323. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF POST OFFICES, MADURA DIVISION— 
Question re special bag despatched by the Superintendent, Railway- 
Mail Service, T. Division, to Mr. Aslam, -. 3638. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF POST OFFICES, NILGIRI DIVISION— 
Question re — 

Dismissal by telegram of a clerk above the first efficiency bar by 
Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. Smith, -. 3431. 

Inspection of Branch Post Offices by Lieutenant-Colonel W. A- 
Smith, -. 3429-30. 

Leave Reserve clerks in the office of the-. 3431. 

Punishments inflicted on his subordinates by Lieutenant-Colonel’ 
W. A. Smith,-. 3430. 

Travelling allowance of Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. Smith, -. 

3428-29. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF POST OFFICES, PATNA DIVISION— 

Question re visits of the --to Head, Sub or Branch Post Offices. 

3426-27. 

SUPERINTENDENT, RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE, S. DIVISION— 

Question re allegations against Babu Mohini Mohan Lahiri, -- 

3646-47. 

SUPERINTENDENT, RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE, T. DIVISION— 
Question re special bag despatched by the-to Mr. Aslam, Super¬ 

intendent of Post Offices, Madura Division. 3638-39. 

SUPERIOR POSTS— 

Question re - in the Port Trusts held by Europeans, Anglo- 

Indians and Indians, etc. 3591. 

SUPERIOR SERVICES— 

Question re — 

Indianization of the -. 3014. 

Indianization of the - under the various Port Trusts. 3592. 

SUPER-TAX— 

Question re— 

Amount of Income-tax and - paid by British and non-Indiam 

companies carrying on banking, shipping and insurance business 
in India. 3857-58. 

Exemption from assessment to income-tax or - of the profits. 

of trading set apart for charitable or religious purposes. 3549. 

SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS— 

Demand for-in respect of “ Civil Works ”. 3977-J8, 3993-95. 

Demand for - in respect of “ Currency 3977. 

t 

Demand for - in respect of “ Emigration-External ”. 3977. 

Demand for-in respect of “ Salt 3976-77. 
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SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT CHECKERS— 

Question re appointment of candidates who passed the qualifying test 
for clerks for the Indian Army Sendee as-. 4192. 

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT STORE KEEPERS— 

Question re improvement of the prospects and terms of service of- 

in the Indian Army Service Corps. 4191-92. 

SURI, MR. BHAGWAN DAS— 

Question re — 

Counting towards pension of the deputation allowances drawn by 
-. 3902. 

• Pension of -, late accountant, Military Accounts Department. 

3901-02. 

.SURVEY PLAN— 

Question re complaints of house owners in the Ambala Cantonment 
regarding the inaccuracy of the —-. 3006-07. 

SUTNA— 

Question re employment of A-Grade station masters at-and 

Katni on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 3300. 

SWEDISH MATCH COMBINE— 

Question rc grant of concessions to the -. 3804. 

SWEDISH MATCH COMPANY— 

Question re i-efusal of the : - to furnish details of their works cost 

to the Tariff Board. 2984. 


SYKES, MR. E. F.— 

Question re— 

Applicability of the Government Servants' Conduct Rules to the 
President, Deputy President and other salaried officers of the 
Legislative Assembly. 4208. 

Appointment of a technical commission to examine the gauge problem 
relating to railways. 42.97-99. 

Fumigation of American cotton. 3982. 

SYLHET GHAT— 

Question re Assam Bengal Railway station at -. 4301 

T 


TABOOTS— 

Question rc continuance of the present practice of faking 
the Sangam Bridge on Wellesley Road, Poona. 3733. 


TALCHUR FIELD— 


Question rc — 

Amount of capital outlay made hv the proposed railway oGlb ry in 
the -and in Religari-dari. 3630. 3800. 

Capital outlay made by the proposed railway colliery in_and in 

Religari-dari. 3;>49. 


TELEGAON— 

Question rc construction of a railway from - to Munches- in the 

• Poona District. 3716. 
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TANGANYIKA— 

Question re — 

Claims of Indians in-against Germany. 4320-21. 

Claims of Indians in- against the ea-German Colony. 3325. 

Protection of the rights and interests of Indians resident in -. 

4319. 

TAREKSWAR LINE— 

Question re jolting of carriages on the -. 3921. 

TARIFF BOARD— 

Question re — 

Permanent appointment of the-. 3627. 

Refusal of the Swedish Match Company to furnish details of their 
works cost to the-. 2984. 

Report of the -regarding the manufacture in India of articles 

in common use on Railways. 3314. 

Term of office of a member of the --3627-28. 

TAX(ES)— 

Question re¬ 
collection of-in Cantonments. 3307-08. 

--on Europeans and Asiatics in Kenya for educational purposes. 

3279-80. 

TAXATION ENQUIRY COMMITTEE— 

Question re recommendation of the - regarding land-revenues. 

3618. 

TEACHERS— 

Question re — 

Muslim- of the Government High School, Ajmer. 3908. 

Number of Hindu and Muhammadan graduate-in Government 

service in Ajmer-Merwara. 3910. 

Number of Muhammadan and Mghratta - in the Government 

High School, Ajmer. 4185. 

TECHNICAL COMMISSION— 

Question re appointment of a —— to examine the gauge problems re¬ 
lating to railways. 4297-98. 

TELEGRAM (S)— 

Question s re — 

Extra charges for the delivery of - beyond a five mile radius 

from the telegraph station. 3442. ‘ 1 

-relating to the floods in Gujarat and Sind and Orissa. 3154. 

TELEGRAPH CODE— 

Question re revision of the Postal Code and the -. 4223. 

TELEGRAPH CONNECTION— 

Question re provision of a-to the Post Office at Manjliaul. 3736 
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TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT— 

Question re pay of mistries in the-. 3402-03. 

Resolution re pensions of the employees of the ——. 4059-64. 

TELEGRAPH EMPLOYEES— 

Question re — 

Amount of fines recovered from —-. 3431-32. 

Grants to recreation clubs for Postal and-. 3451. 

TELEGRAPH ENGINEERING BRANCH— 

Questioii rc discontent caused by the promotion of Mr. T. Manser, 
Assistant Engineer to the first division of the-. 4202-03. 

TELEGRAPH LINE— 

Question re resumption of the direct - from Dellu-Simlu to 

Lucknow during the Legislative Session. 3621-22. 

TELEGRAPH MASTER(S)— 

Question r& pay of -, telegraphists and certain classes of postal 

officials. 3640-42. 

TELEGRAPH OFFICE (S)— 

Question re — 

Grant of allowances to the officers and clerks of the -. Simla, 

moving with the Government of India between Simla anil Delhi. 
2328-39. 

Insanitary condition of the Madras Central -. 3402. 

Memorial of the staff of the Government - at Vizagapatam. 

3993. 

Time scales of pay of clerks in departmental-. 3403. 

TELEGRAPH PEONS— 

Question re house rent allowance of-in New Delhi. 38S9. 

TELEGRAPH TRAFFIC OFFICES— 

Question re inspection of combined offices in the Gaj'n Division by the 
Superintendent of Post Offices and the -. 3G97-98. 

TELEGRAPH TRAFFIC WORK-v 

Question rc distribution of - among the Superintendents of Post 

Offices. 3698. 

TELEGRAPH TRAINING CLASS(ES) — 

Question rc— 

Number of students receiving training for General Service and 

Station Service in Government -. 3214. 

Termination of agreements with Anglo-Indian Schools for conduct¬ 
ing -. 3215. 

TELEGRAPHISTS— 

Question re — 

Amount of casual leave granted to - in Bombay City. 3216. 

Casual leave of -. 3216. 

Grant of relief to postal recruited -. 2101. 


I.IOSIM 
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TELEGRAPHISTS— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Memorial regarding tlie claims of the postal recruited -. 3401. 

Pay of telegraph masters, -and eeriain classes of postal officials. 

3640-42. 

Postal recruited-. 3401. 

TELEPHONE OPERATORS— 

Question re service conditions and emoluments of-in the Indian 

Postal and Telegraph Department. 3635. 

TEMPORARY ENGINEERS— 

Question re -in the Railway Department. 3513. 

TEMPORARY SERVICE— 

Question re counting towards pension of-rendered by temporary 

employees of the Public Works Department who are subsequently 
made permanent. 4554-55. , • 

TENANT (S)— 

Question re remission of the income-tax on Nazar an a realised by r land¬ 
lords from their ——. 3550. 

TENDER (S) 

Question re - for paint, zinc,'lead, etc., called for by the Director 

General of the India Stores Department, London. 3023. 

Statement (laid on the table) re - for stores not accepted by the 

High Commissioner for India during the last year ending 31st 

. December 1926. 3037-55. 

TERAI— 

Question re alleviation of the distress and suffering of postal officials 
employed in the Dooars and the-. 4322-23. 

TERMINAL CHARGE— 

Question rc —— on coke and patent fuel arriving in Calcutta. 3290- 
91. 

TERRITORIAL FORCES— 

Question re — 

Expenditure during the current year bn the Indian Auxiliary arid 
•-. 4206-07. 

Starting of an Urban unit of the Indian - in Calcutta. 4636. 

TEST AUDIT DEPARTMENT— 

Question re appointment of Muslims in the Military —-—. 4221. 

THIRD CLASS BOOKING OFFICE— 

Question re complaint regarding the - at Sealdah. 3117. 

THIRD CLASS CARRIAGES— 

Question re provision of latrines in-on the Barsi Light Railway'. 

3810. 

THIRD CLASS FARE(S)— 

Question re reduction of- on the Eastern Bengal Railway'. 3555. 

THIRD CLASS ORDINARY RETURN TICKETS— 

Question rc issue 0 f- 3000. 



INDEX TO XiEGISEATTVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


275 


THIRD CLASS PASSENGERS— 

Question re — 

Sleeping accommodation for intermediate and —— on Railways. 
3283. 

Through trains in which-are not allowed to travel. 360S. 

THROUGH TRAINS— 

Question re - in which third class passengers are not allowed to 

travel. 3608. 

TICKET (S)— 

Question re — 

Issue .of third class ordinary return-. 3000. 

Number of passengers detected travelling without —on Railways 
during 1925-1926. 3287. 

Revenue from the sale of-to passengers travelling by the train 

de luxe since its inauguration. 3608. 

TICKET COLLECTORS— 

Question re number of -on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3294-95. 

TILAK SWARAJ FUND— 

Question re exemption from income-tax of the income from the 

Ahmedabad Mills-used for charitable educational purposes. 

4218-19. 

TIME SCALE— 

Question re grant of a-to the employees of the Commercial De¬ 

partment of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 3318. 

TIME SCALE OF PAY— 

Question re maximum of the clerical-of postal clerks. 3729. 

TIME TABLE (S')— 

Question re undesirable advertisements in the - of the Bengal 

Nagpur .Railway. 4555-56. 

TIME TEST— 

Question re revision of the - of Dead Letter Offices. 4323. 

TINDAL IBRAHIM— 

Question re award of the Royal Humane Society’s medal to -. 

3419. 

TIPPERA— 

Question re Muslim employees in the Post Offices at Noakhnli rind-. 

3634. 

TIRAH— 

Question rc attack by the Afridis on Shiah Muslims in -. 3920- 

21 . 

TOK KYI, U.— 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill- 
Consideration of clause 5. 3787. 
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TOK KYI, U .—contd. 

Question re — 

Appointment of Mr. E. J. Maokay as an Assistant Superintendent 
of the Archaeological Survey. 3807. 

Emoluments of clerks and sorters in the Rangoon General Post 
Office, and clerks of the moffussil in Burma, and sorters of the 
Burma Railway Mail Service. 4318-19. 

Issue of instruelions by the Education Department regarding the 
supply of information to the Press. 3982. 

Revision of the pay of the postmen and lower staff in the Burma Post 
Offices and Railway Mail Service. 4319. 

State management of the Burma Railways. 3982-83. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Extradition proceedings against Sardar Diwan Singh, Editor of 
the Riyasat of Delhi. 3703. 

Separation of Burma from India. 3376. 

TOLLS— 

Question re abolition of - on the railway bridge over the river 

Gandak. 4531-32. 

TONKINSON, MR. H.— 

Code of Civil Procedure (Second Appeals) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3359-61. 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Motion to consider. 3240. 

Consideration of clause 3. 3265, 3266, 3367. 

TRADE DISPUTE (S)— 

Question re legislation for the regulation of-in India. 2999. 

TRAFFIC IN WOMEN AND CHILDREN— 

Question re suppression of the--. 2986. 

TRAFFIC INSPECTORS— 

Question re Muslim - and junior Assistant Officers on the North- 

Western Railway. 4226. ; 

TRAFFIC OFFICERS— 

Question re employment of engineers to fill posts held by --conse¬ 

quent on the introduction of the Divisional Scheme ,on State 
Railways. 3389-90, 3400. 

TRAIN(S)— 

Question re number of Indian guards and drivers on passenger - 

on the main line of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 4050. 

TRAIN DE LUXE— 

Question re revenue from the sale of tickets to passengers travelling 
by the-- since its inauguration. 3608. 
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TRAINING- SHIP— 

' Question re — 

Appointment of an Indian Headmaster and other non-tcchnical 
Indian staff to the proposed -. 3867-68. 

Arrangements for a-for giving preliminary training to deck 

or executive officers to be recruited for the proposed Roval Indian 
Navy. 3860. 

Compulsory employment by steamship companies engaged in the 
coasting trade of successful and suitable cadets of the-. 3867. 

Employment by British shipowners of successful cadets of the-. 

3868. 

Employment of successful cadets of the - as apprentices by the 

Peninsular and Oriental Company. 3866-67. 

Publication of the prospectus for the - “ Dufferin ”. 3734. 

Starting of the Indian Mercantile Marine -. 3865-66. 

TRAMWAYS— 

Question re construction and development of light railwavs or -. 

3617. 

* 

TRANSFER— 

Question re -of officers in the Chittagong Postal Division. 3634. 

TRANSFER OF PROPERTY (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s).” 

TRANSFER OF PROPERTY (AMENDMENT) SUPPLEMENTARY 

• BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s).” 

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT, STATE RAILWAYS— 

Question re officers in superior services in the-. 4541. 

TRANSPORTATION STAFF, IGATPURI— 

Question re severe penalties inflicted on ihe members oi the —-by Mr. 

Brace Joy, Divisional Superintendent, Kalynn. section. 3416- 
17. 

TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE(S) — 

Question rc — 

Increase of the - of Inspectors of Post Offices. 360 1 . 

Increase of the - of officials in the District of Bernr - and 

halting allowances of officers on the Assam Bentral Railway pro¬ 
vided with saloons. 3137. 

-- of Indian apprentice engineers of the Bombay. Bamdn and 

Central India Railway. 4195. 

-of Lieutenant-Colonel W. A. Smith. Superintendent of Post 

Offices, Nilgiri Division. 3428-29. 

TRAVELLING INSPECTORS OF ACCOUNTS— 

Question rc appointment of travelling ticket examiners and 
Assam Bengal Railway. 3134. 


on the 
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TRAVELLING LUGGAGE INSPECTORS— 

Question re alleged harassment of passengers by- on the Boinbay, 

Baroda and Central India Railway. 3504. 

TRAVELLING TICKET EXAMINER (S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of - and Travelling Inspectors of Accounts on 

the Assam Bengal Railway. 3134. 

Educational qualifications of B. Bahadur Singh and other special 

- of the North-Western Railway. 4227. 

Loss incurred by Government oiving to the visit paid to Lahore by 

certain - of the North-Western Railway in June 1925. 3895- 

96. 

- on the North-Western Railway. 3894. 

TREASURY CONTRACT SYSTEM— 

Question re introduction of the-in the General Post Office, Bom¬ 

bay. 3415. 

TREES— 

Question re cutting of - in Cantonments. 3307. 

TRIAL— ] 

Question re - of Indians in China for political offences. 3893. 

TRIBAL TERRITORY— 

Question re expulsion of Hindus from-in the North-West Frontier. 

3000-02. 

TRICHINOPOLY— 

Question re — 

Alleged use of a time-expired pass by the Superintendent, Railway 
Mail Service, T. Division, for his journey from Madras to -•• 

4189- 90. 

Appointment of Venkataswamy, postal mail overseer, Nellore 
Division, as a mail guard in the Railway Mail Service -• 

4190- 91. 

Discharge of labourers from the workshop of the South Indian 
Railway at-. 4564. 

Grant of leave on medical certificate to the employees of the Rail¬ 
way Mail Service, T. Division, -. 3637. 

Medical certificate of T. V. Nandagopal Naidu, an employee of the 
Railway Mail Service, T. Division,-. 3638. 

TRIMMERS— 

Question re minimum age of employment as stokers and -, etc. 

3219-20. 

TROOPS— 

Question re — 

Expenditure on-sent from India to China. 3306. 

Location of-in Muzaffarpur. 3127-28. 

Number of casualties among Punjabi - at Shanghai. 2977. 


V 
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TUBERCULOSIS— 

Question re number of political detenus suffering from-. 3546-47. 

TURF CLUB— 

Question rc employment of Government servants by the Royal -, 

Calcutta. .4235/ 

TURKEY— 

Question rc enhanced customs duties levied on Indian goods in- 

3225-26. 

TURN CLASS (ES)— 

Question re evening - in the Commerce Department. 4567. 

TYSON, MR.— 

Question re appointment of -, I. C. S., as Secretary to the Right 

Honourable Srinivasa Sastri. 3227. 

U 

UNDERFRAME S— 

Question re — 

Construction of railway wagons and-. 4559-60. 

Expenditure on the purchase of - for State Railways. 3533. 

UNEMPLOYMENT— 

Question re — 

Furnishing of statistics about - in India to the International 

Labour Office, etc. 3217-18. 

Recommendations and Conventions on - adopted by the Inter¬ 

national Labour Conferences. 2989-90. 

- among Indian deck, saloon and engine room crews. 3863-64. 

UNHEALTHY LOCALITY(IES)— 

Question re — 

Grant of compensatory allowances to officials of the Post Office 

employed in - in the Madras Circle. 3886. 

Grant of compensatory allowances to postal employees of the clerical 

cadre stationed in - in the Nilgiri Division. 3446-47. 

Grant of compensatory allowances to postmen and the lower grade 

staff stationed in - in the Madras Circle. 3447. 

Number of deaths of postal employees for the last ten years in the 

specially - in the various Postal circles and in the cities of 

Bombay. Calcutta and Madras. 3442. 

UNITED KINGDOM— 

Question rc — 

Exemption from Indian income-tax of pay. allowance.-., pensions 

and gratuities payable in the -. 343S. 

Rebates offered by heavy steel manufacturers of the-on joists 

and other materials. 4657. 

UNITED PROVINCES— 

Question re — 

Collection of compulsory subscriptions from the subordinate staff for 
a farewell uartv to Mr. II. B. Ilau. Director of Audi;. 3126. 

Issue of rifles to the University Trainimr Corns of the -. 4653* 

54. 
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UNITED PROVINCES— contd. 

Question re- -contd. 

„ Messing arrangements of the members of the University Training 
Corps of the-while in camp. 4652-53. 

Removal of the capital of the - from Allahabad to Lucknow. 

3305, 3620-21. 

Strength of Muhammadan police officers in the North-West Frontier 

Province, the Punjab. Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and the •-. 

3507-08. 

Supply of rifles and practice ammunition to the University Training 
Corps in the -. 3518-19. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA— 

Question re — 

Cancellation of the citizenship of 45 Indians naturalised in the-. 

3521. 

Exclusion oi Indian seamen from the-under the new American 

Immigration Bill. 3453-54. 

Imposition on Americans, resident in India, of disabilities similar 
to those imposed upon Iidians in the-. 3226. 

UNIVERSITY (IBS)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a Commission to enquire into the working of the 
Muslim - at Aligarh. 3413-14. 

Enquiry into the working of the Muslim-at Aligarh. 3413. 

UNIVERSITY TRAINING- CORPS— 

Question re — 

Issue of rifles to the-of the United Provinces. 4653-54. 

Messing arrangements of members of the- of the United Pro¬ 

vinces while in camp. 4652-53. 

Proportion of Lewis gunners in - . 4654. 

Supply of rifles and practice ammunition to the-in the United 

Provinces. 3518-19. 

-. 3633. 

UNNISVIN SADDI KA .MAHARISHI— 

Question re prosecution of the authors of-and Sadr Din Ya Dunia, 

etc. 3506. ' 

UNPASSED MEN— 

Question re — 

Employment of-in the Government of India Offices. 3983. 

^ ~ 111 ^ lc °® ee Uie Public Service Commission. 

~ <0 ^ le Upper Division of the Government of 
nmin Secretariat. 3885-86. 
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UPPER SUBORDINATE ENGINEERING SERVICE— 

Question re discontinuance of the-on State Railways. 3512-13. 

V 

VACANCY (IES)— 

Question re advertising of-on the Assam Bengal Railway. 3136. 

VAKILS— 

Question re appointment of- as Chief Justices of High Courts. 

3632. 

VALPARAI— 

Question re— 

Changes in the personnel of the Sub-Postmasters and clerks in each 

of the Post Offices Located at -, Attakatti and Cherambadi 

In the Nilgiri Division. 3448. 

Expansion of the Post Office building at -in the Madras Circle 

and construction of quarters for the clerics. 3448-49. i 

VARNISHES— 

Question re purchase of paints, —— and enamels of European manu¬ 
facture by the North-Western Railway. 4231-32. 

VARTMAN— 

Question rc object of the publication of the book Raiigila Rusul and 
the article Sair Dozalch in the--. 3506. 

VA SAD-B ORS AD-KATANA RAILWAY— 

Sec under “ Railway(s)." 

VENKATARMAN, MR. N.~~ 

Question re transfer of-, acting clerk of the Coimbatore Head Post 

Office to Pollaclii. 3432. 

VENKAT ASW AjMY— 

Question rc appointment of -, postal mail overseer, Nellore 

Division, as a mail guard iu the Railway Mail Scr\ ice, Tnchino- 
poly. 4190-91. 

VERNACULARS— 

Question re appointment of officers of the Watch ami *Warcl Depar ~ 
ment of Railways acquainted with the -•- 3791. 

YERNIEUX, MR. A.— 

Question rc promotion of - as officiating Deputy Postmaster 

General. North-West Frontier Circle. 3446. 

VETERINARY ASSISTANT SURGEONS— 

Question rc _of the Army Veterinary Corps and the Army Remount 

Department of the Indian Army. 3610-11. 

V ETERTNARY CORPS— 

Question rc grant of King's Commissions to Indians in the Indian 
Army-. 3428. 

VETERINARY RECORD— 

Question rc certain letters in the 
A. K. Walker. 4636-37. 


by Professor Oaiger and Colonel 
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VETERINARY SCHOLAR(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of State - as stock breeding experts in tbe Pro¬ 

vinces. 3407. 

Appointment of State-to vacancies in the Imperial Veterinary- 

Service at Muktesar. 3408. 

Employment of State-in the Veterinary Service. 3406-07. 

VETERINARY SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Appointment of State veterinary scholars to the Imperial at 
Muktesar. 3408. 

Employment of State Veterinary scholars in the -. 3406-07. 

Grant of King’s Commissions for the Indian Ar my -to quali¬ 

fied Indian M. R. C. V. S. men. 3408-09. 

VETO— 

Question re number of times the powers of-and certification have 

been used since the introduction of the Reforms. 3695-96. 

VICEROY, HIS EXCELLENCY THE— 

Address by - to Members of the Council of State and Legislative 

Assembly. 3499-3502. 

VIRAMGAM— 

Question re examination of the luggage of lady passengers by the 
Customs officials at --. 3376. 

VISHINDAS, MR. HARCHANDRAI— 

Question re—. 

Appointment of a Committee to study the results of the ‘ ‘ .Trans¬ 
portation ” working of the Divisional Scheme on the ' North- 
Western Railway. 3389. 

Civilian hospital writers of the Indian hospital corps. 3735. 

Coastal service maintained by the British India Steam Navigation 
Company between Bombay and Karachi. 2984-86. 

Employment of Engineers to fill posts held by Traffic officers con¬ 
sequent on the introduction of the Divisional Scheme on State 
Railways. 3389-9CL 

Grant of the Karachi local allowance to civilian clerks employed 
in various Military Departments in Karachi. 3735-36. 

Management or the Western Hostel, New Delhi. 3293. 

New pension rules. 3387. * 

Primary delays to trains consequent on the introduction of the 
Divisional Scheme on State Railways. 3388. 

Promotion of Deputy Superintendents of Police. 3734-35. 

Promotion of Indians in the Traffic Branch of the North-Western 
Railway to the post of District Traffic Superintendent. 3388-89. 

P RailwnV 0 * SasTsS lf;Vel erossine at okara on the North-Western 
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YISHINDAS, XR. HARCBANDRAI— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Starting salaries of graduates and matriculates in the clerical 
establishment of the North-Western Railway. 3547. 

Statistics of agricultural land held by agriculturalists and non¬ 
agriculturalists in each Province in India. 338G-S7. 

VOLUNTEER POLICE BILL— 

See under “ Bili(s).” 

W 

WAGE(S)— 

Question re — 

Average - paid -to persons employed in Indian and British 

mines. 3523. 

Deduction of-of railway employees. 3298. 

Information and data relating to-. 3521. 

Introduction of legislation for the prompt payment of --• 

3424-25. 

Questionnaire of the International Labour Conference relating to 
minimum --, etc. 3724-25. 

WAGON (S)— 

Question re — 

Construction of railway-and underframes. 3559-60. 

Number of-ordered for Railways from 1919-20 to the 30th 

September 1926. 3322-23. 

Statement (laid on the fable) re orders for-3070-71. 

Statement (laid on the table) re purchase by the Government of 
India of American -destined for Russia. 3070. 

WALKER, COLONEL A. K-— 

Question re certain letters in the “ Veterinary Record J> by Professor 
Gaiger and -. 4G36-37. 

WALTER ANGLO-VERNACULAR SCHOOL, MOUNT ABU— 

Question rd qualifications of the Headmaster of-. 3910-11. 

WAR OFFICE— 

Question re claims outstanding against the British -. 330G. 

WARCHA— 

Question rc enhanced railway freight on salt from the salt mines at 
- in the district of Sbahpur. 4302-04. 

WASTE PAPER— 

Question rc sale *o£ - by the Government of India Presses in 

Calcutta, Delhi and Simla. 4574. 

WATCH AND WARD DEPARTMENT— 

Question rc — 

Appointment of Indians to the - of State Railways. 3732. 

Institution of a - on the Madras and Southern Mahratta and 

South Indian Railways, the Bengal and North-Western Railway 
and the Assam Bengal Railway. 3791. 

-- on Company-mannered Railways. 3731. 



•284 INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 

WATCH AND WARD DEPARTMENT OF RAILWAYS— 

Question re — 

Appointment of the- acquainted with the vernaculars. 3791. 

Names of officers appointed in the -. 3791. 

WATER— 

Question re supply of-near the goods shed at Jhansi. 3019. 

WATER DEPARTMENT— 

Qustion re rejection of the application of an Indian student to be 
allowed to assist in the - of the New Mills Council. 4533-34. 

WATER PIPES— 

Question re 'closing of the - in the high level quarters in New 

Delhi soon after 10 a.m. 4295. 

WATER TAX— 

Question re increase of the -in the Kasauli cantonment. 3005-06. 

WATERWAYS— 

Question re statistics relating to length of - provided on each 

Railway. 3538. 

WEEKLY REST DAY— 

Question re hours of work and -- of railway employees. 3218-19. 

WELLESLEY ROAD, POONA— 

Question re continuance of the present practice of taking taboots over 
the Sangam Bridge on ——. 3733. 

WESTERN HOSTEL, NEW DELHI— 

Question re management of the -. 3293. 

WHARFINGERS— 

Question re — 

Grant of house-rent to-and assistant-in Bombay. 3919. 

Grant of increased pay and house-rent to-and assistant-- in 

Bombay. 3919. 

Pay and yearly promotions of Preventive officers and-. 3919. 

Pay of-and Assistant - in Bombay. 3922-23. 

Result of the enquiry into the grievances of-and Assistant . 

3919. 

WHEELER AND CO., MESSRS.— 

Question re grant of the monopoly of selling newspapers, books, etc., 
at Railway Stations to -. 3409-10. 

WINTERTON, LORD— 

Question re statement issued by Mr. Subash Chandra Bose in reply to 
the charge of-. 3201-03. 

WIRELESS BRANCH— 

Question re — 

Additional expenditure incurred by the move of the-- of the office 

of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs to Simla. 391o- 

16 . 
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WIRELESS BRANCH— contd. 

Question re—contd. 

Allotment o£ “ C ” class quarters in Simla to the Head Assistant, 

-of the office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 

3915. 

WIRELESS OPERATORS— 

Question re — 

Arrangements' for training of marine-at the Government Wire¬ 

less Establishment in Calcutta. 3628. 

Number of Indians employed as -. 3214, 3545. 

Selection of students for the Government Training class for-in 

Calcutta. 3215-16. 

WOMAN (EN)— 

Question re — 

(1) Introduction of the shift system of -work in mines. 

(2) Prohibition of the employment of - underground in 

mines. 3424. 

WOMEN AND CHILDREN, TRAFFIC IN— 

Question re suppression of the-. 2986. 

WORKING CAPITAL— 

Question re - of the Assam Bengal Railway, etc. 3130. 

“WORKING HOURS— 

Question re - of clerics in Ordnance Factories. 4554. 

WORKMAN (MEN)— 

, Motion for Adjournment re retrenchment by' the Bengal Nagpur Rail¬ 
way of-employed at Kharagpur. 4058-60. 

Question re postponement of the discharge of-from the Kharagpur 

workshops until after the Puja Holidays. 4230-31. 

WORKSHOP (S)— 

Motion for Adjournment re retrenchment by the Bengal Nagpur Roil- 
way of workmen employed in the-at Kharagpur. 4058-60. 

Motion for Adjournment rc serious situation on the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway- at Kharagpur. 4325, 4377-99. 

Question rc — 

Alleged assault on, and dismissal of, Sukh Lai, an employee of the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway - at Kharagpur. 3546. 

Assaults by Europeans on Indian workmen in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway - at Kharagpur. 4632. 

Case instituted by Mr. Maelaren, a foreman in the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway- against Mewaram. a fitter. 4631-32. 

Case of Mr. Taragati Banerjce, late au apprentice in the .Tnmnlpnr 
-. 3128-29. 

Differential treatment of Indian apprentices in the Jamalpur- 

3129-30. 

Discharge of labourers from the-of the South Indian Railway at 

Triehinopoly. 4561. 
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WORKSHOPS— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Discharge of old workmen of tlie-of Kharagpur. 4049'. 

Manufacture of engines at the - owned by the Bombay, Baroda 

and Central India and Rajputana Malwa Railways in Ajmer. 
3896. 

Manufacture of locomotives in the Bombay, Baroda and Central 

India Railway - at Ajmer. 4560. 

Non-emplovment on Saturday of workers on daily wages in Railway 
-. 3016-17. 

Number of -on the East Indian and the Bengal and North- 

Western Railways. 3424. 

Period of midday rest in the - at Jhansi. 3020. 

’Provision of quarters for Indian apprentices of the Jamalpur-. 

3129. 

Rates for dailv wage staff in - of the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

4049. 

Retrenchment by the Bengal Nagpur Railway of workmen employed 

in the-at Kharagpur. 4044-48. 

Training of apprentices in steel smelting in the Jamalpur -. 

3128. 

Training of Indians in drawing in the Jamalpur-. 3129. 

WORLD ECONOMIC CONFERENCE— 

Question re Final Report of the-held in Geneva during May 1927. 

3919-20. 

WRIGHT, MR. W. T. M.— 

Oath of Office. 2969. 

Repealing Bill— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 3091. 

Motion to consider. 3368. 

Motion to pass. 3369. 

Transfer of Property (Amendment) Bill 1 — 

Introduced by-. 4344. 

Transfer of Property (Amendment) Supplementary Bill—• 
Introduced by-. 4344A5. 

X 


X-RAY INSTITUTE— 

Question re — 

Division of the Staff of the-at Dehra Dun into Indian and non- 

Indian. 3209. 

Expenditure on the Imperial-at Dehra Dun for the years 1920- 

1926. 3206. 

Income of the Imperial - at Dehra Dun for the years 1920 to 

1926. 3206. 

Leave allowed to Members of the Indian Staff of the Imperial- 

at Dehra Dun. 3207. 
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X-RAY INSTITUTE— could. 

Question re — eonid. 

Number of employees of the-at Dehra Dun drawing more than 

Rs. 200 a month. 3208. 

Private practice allowed to officers of the Imperial - at Dehra 

Dun. 3206. 

Scale of fees charged at the- at Dehra Dun. 3209. 

Use by officers of the-of Government apparatus and machinery 

in their private practice. 3206-07. 

X-RAY MACHINERY— 

Question re training of Indians in the use of-. 3208-09. 

Y 

YAKUB, MAULVI MUHAMMAD— 

Code of Civil Procedure (Second Appeals) Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3361-62. 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3958-69. 

Motion to consider. 4477-78. 

Consideration of clause 2. 4507. 

Election of- to the panel for the Advisory Publicity Committee. 

3556. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 4453-54. 

Indian Tariff (Cotton Yarn Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 4026. 

Motion for Adjournment re appointment of an adequate number of 
Indian representatives on the Royal Commission to consider the 
federation of Kenva and other East and Central African Colonies. 
3114. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of the 
Commerce Department. 3087. 

Motion rc privileges and status of Members of the Legislative Assembly. 
4665-66, 4668-69. 

Question rc — 

Absence of Muslim clerks in the office of the Director of Civil Avi¬ 
ation. 3914. 

Accounts of the Post Office Life Insurance Funds. 3310. 

Additional expenditure incurred hv the move, of the Wireless Branch 
of the office of the Director General of Posts and Telegraph-, to 
Simla. 3915-16. 

Agreement with railwav servants on tlse Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway. 3298. 

Alleged irregularities in the allotment of residential quarter- to 
clerks in Simla. 3914-15. 
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YAKUB, MAULVI MUHAMMAD— contd. 

Question rc — contd. 

Allotment, of “ C ” class quarters in Simla to the Head Assistant,. 
Wireless Branch of the office of the Director General, Posts and 
Telegraphs. 3915. 

Award of double punishments to railway employees. 3298. 

Board of High School and Intermediate education for Ajmer- 
Merwara, etc. 3911-12. 

Chief Goods Inspectors, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 3300. 
Deduction of wages of railway employees. 3298. 

Demolition of some parts of the buildings of the late Oudh and 
Eohilkliand Railway. 4183-8184. 

Deputy Director General of Archaeology, Exploration Branch. 4640. 
Development of primary education among Muhammadans in Ajmer- 
Merwara. 4184. 

Discharge of Abdul Majid, goods clerk, by the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railwaj r . 3297. 

Discharge of Mr. Nasiruddin Ahmad, Ex-Head Establishment clerk 
of the combined offices of Gaya and Dinapore r East Indian Rail¬ 
way. 3311-12. 

Dismissal of Mr. B. L. De Rozario, late'Depot store keeper, Alambagh 
Stores Department. 3298-99. 

Education of the children of Indian employees of Railways. 3310. 
Employment in the Engineer-in-Chief's Branch of a permanent 
non-Muslim clerk in the Punjab Government. 3912-13. 
Employment of A-Grade station masters at Sutna and Katni on the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 3300. 

Employment of Muhammadans on the Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
way. 3297. 

Employment of more Muslims in the clerical cadre of the Educa¬ 
tion Department, Ajmer-Merwara. 3909-10. 

Employment of Muslims in the Public Works Branch of. tlie 
Industries Department. 3914. 

Employment of unpassed men in the office of the Public Service’ 
Commission. 4637-38. 

Establishment of the Railway Clearing House at Delhi, etc. 4538. 
European and Indian Mail motor drivers on the Kalka-Simla Rail¬ 
way. 4314. 

Grant of a local allow'ance to the postmen of Simla. 4314-15. 

Grant of the monopoly of selling newspapers, books, etc., at Railway 
Stations to Messrs. Wheeler and Co. 3409-10. 

Hire or purchase of buildings at Delhi for the Railway Clearing- 
House Office. 4183. 

Inability of the Public Service Commission to nominate Muslims for 
employment in the Army Department. 3913. 

Indus Valley Pre-historia Script. 4640-41. 

Issue by the Public Service Commission of a supplementary list of 
passed Muslim candidates. 3913. 
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YAKUB, MAULVI MUHAMMAD— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Memorial of tlie postmen of Simla. 4315. 

Muslim teachers of the Government High School, Ajmer. 3908. 

Number of Hindu and Muhammadan graduate teachers in Govern¬ 
ment service in Ajmer-Merwara. 3910. 

Number of Muhammadan and Mahratta teachers in the Government 
High School, Ajmer. 4185. 

Number of Muhammadans dismissed since the amalgamation of the 
East Indian Railway portion (Jubbulpore to Allahabad) with 
the Great Indian Peninsula Railwajv 3296-97. 

Number of Muhammadans and non-Muhammadans employed on the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 3296. 

Number of Mussalman officers and clerics in the Bengal Nagpur Rail¬ 
way. 3604. 

Number of students refused admission into the Government High 
School and the Moinia Islamia High School in Ajmer. 4185. 

Opening of primary schools for Muslims in Ajmer-Merwara. 3908- 
09, 4184. 

, Opening of Railway Institutes to Indians. 3311. 

Pay of the Professor of Sanscrit and the Professor of Persian in the 
Government College, Ajmer. 3911. 

Preservation of mosques of the Sharqi Kings at Jaunpur. 4534. 

Privilege leave of postmen. 4315. 

Proportion of Mussalmans in the office of the Central Board of 
ReA*enue. 4522. 

Qualifications of the Headmaster of the "Walter Anglo-Vernacular 
" School at Mount Abu. 3910-11. 

Railways on which the Clearing Accounts system of working has 
been established. 4537-38. 

Re-employment of discharged railway employees. 3298. 

Representation of minority communities on the Bengal Nagpur Rail¬ 
way. 3604-3605. 

Representation of Muslims in non-gazetted appointments in the 
Archreologieal Department. 4313-14. 

Rules of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway regulating the appeals 
of discharged hands. 3297. 

Senior Commercial Inspector, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 
3299-3300. 

Separate inspecting agency for Ajmer-Merwara. etc. 3932. 

Separation of judicial and executive functions. 3603-3604. 

Staff of the Government High School, Ajmer. 390S. 

Supervising staff of the boarding house of the Government High 
School, Ajmer. 3909, 4185-4186. 

System of sending cash from the Head Post Office in Simla to the 
Sub-Post Offices. 4315-16. 
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YAKUB, MAULVI MUHAMMAD— concld. 

Question re — concld. 

Total number of assistants and clerks in tlie new branch of the Home 
Department created in connection with the Statutory Commission. 
4522. 

Transfer of the Railway Clearing House Office to Delhi. 4183, 
4536. 

Transfer to Lucknow of the employees of the late Oudli and Roliil- 
kliand Railway. 4184. / 

Withdrawal of the permission to sell the Mulchb ir-e-Alam , a verna¬ 
cular weekly at Moradabad station. 3410. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Appointment of Muslims to neAv posts in the subordinate Accounts 
and clerical services in the offices of the Auditor General and the 
Accountant General, Central Revenues. 4222. 

Defective construction of the Council Chamber at New Delhi. 2971. 

Representation of Muslims in the office of the Director General of 
Posts and Telegraphs. 4210. 

Resolution re — 

Censorship of Cinematograph Films. 4368, 4375, 4376 and 4377. 

Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian Army. 3490. 

YAM IN KHAN, MR. MUHAMMAD— 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Consideration of clause 2. 3258-62. 

Election of - to the panel for the Standing Committee for the 

Department of Education, Health and Lands. 3154. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill— 

Consideration of clause 7. 3823. 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the withdrawal during the August- 
September Session of the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of 
India Bill. 4291-92. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee of the 
Department of Industries and Labour. 3078-79. 

Oath of Office. 2969. 

Question re — 

Distribution by the Military authorities of land in the Nili Bar 
Colony. 3900-01. 

Muslim representation in the Rovnl Air Force Headquarters. 3898- 
3900. 

YOUNG, MR. G. M.— 

Cantonments (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 3974-75. 

Motion to consider. 4355. 

Motion to pass 4355. 

Resolution re Indianisation of half the cadre of officers of the Indian 
Army. 4269-73. 

Statement regardin'? the Lee Commission's proposals in Tegard to thf> 

Indian Medical Service. '3540-3541. regard to the 
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z 

ZINC— 

Question re tenders for paint, -, lead, etc., called for by the 

Director General of the India Stores Department, London. 3023 

ZULFIQAR ALI KHAN, NA¥AB SIR— 

Criminal Law Amendment Bill— 

Motion to consider. 4465-67. 
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